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1h\rsty Fa"’b
«‘(\ € QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER
SUNDAY
Starts at 8.30pm
EVERYONE WELCOME!

The Thirsty Farmer

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ

Telephone: 01404 822287

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST!

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily
al ongsi de tradi ti onal 0 Fla

O Great Selectlon of fine Wines O

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Disco dates

3rd December
24th December
31st December Party night




What 6s On in Whimple

December

4th  Christmas Fun Day 10.30am 3.30pm 0 Victory Hall, details on page 48
4th  Heritage Centre open for Christmas shopping. 11.00ah3.00 p.m
4h Orchard Har mony Christmas concent
5th Chri stingle Service, 3.00pm St MNa
11th  History Society Christmas Buffet Lunobitickets from Roger Smith
12th Chri st mas Cel ebration Service, $t
18th Soup and Sarnie teamd Christmas Special lunch, Victory Hal
12.00noon for 12.30pm
19th Chri stmas Car ol Service, St Mar ybo
20th  Carol singers in the village collecting for St Petrocks 1/
22nd Quiz and Curry evening on behalf of Whimple Pre School, at the Victo
Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm start
24th  Christmas Eve carols in The Square 7.00pm
24th Mi dni ght Communion, St Maryds CHu
25th Family Service with carol s, St Wa
31st Ring out 2010, ring in 2018 The Square 11.45pm

January

15th Men6s Br e a%45ans Yictory Blall,3détails on page 49

17th  Wassailingd starting at the New Fountain 6.30/7.00pm See article of
page 35 for details

20th  Soup and Sarnie lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noo# 1.30pm

February

24th  Pantoo The Wizard of Oz, Victory Hall 7.30pm See advert for details
25th  Pantod The Wizard of Oz , Victory Hall 7.30pm

26th  Pantod The Wizard of Oz , Victory Hall Matinee. 2.30pm

26th  Pantod The Wizard of Oz , Victory Hall 7.30pm

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the availability
of venues and when booking events.

If your Association has an event which you would like listed above pleage
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or email nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk




PETER SALTERR.TE.
MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers)

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation
Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding

Cars & Commercial Vehicles
Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054

Talaton Inn

Sunday Lunch - Daily Specials
Bar Menu and Snacks

Restaurant open Tuesdays to
Saturday Evening

Good Ales, Good Food
Pop in and say Hello

Tel: 822214




Ed the Ed

We are delighted to bring you the Christmas edition of the
Whimple News, which the team hope that you will enjoy.

We have included a couple of articles concerning feats of athle
success, hamely three old gentlemen who did the Commando Challen
in an excellent timed well done to them d and the Bra Babes with thei
two groupies.

We also have an article from our own Sally Wilde, new best friend of TH
Chris Evans from Radio 2,

We have an advert for the Wassail on Monday January 17th, led by yours truly,
with a new orchard to visit. So that could result in me getting confused and
going the wrong routeéagain!

Looking at the current bumper harvest of apples, the Wassail this year appears
to have done a sterling job. Letds hc

Congratulations to the WOW Team, specifically Jenny, Alison and Phil, for their
splendid Solar Energy evening in the Victory Hall on 10th October. It certainly
generated a lot of interest, and could lead to our village playing a strong part in
the Green campaign.

Even bigger congratulations to Whimple Primary School for the magnificent
result following their Ofsted Inspectiond well done for a superb job by Susie
and all her team, plus of course, all the support from the Governors, past and
present.

Having just returned from a food shopping run before composing this editorial, |
have been bemused for a short while by a note included on the bill, just after the
entry for a box ofCamat elmes,onvihiréneidls i
have to produce a certificate that says | have been on a Health and Safety
course on the 6Safe Use of Matchesd r

Thank you to our anonymous donors who left money at the PO for us we
always appreciate such gifts.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PUT PEN TO PAPER FOR THE NEWS PLEASE MA
WE HAVE YOUR ARTICLES BY MONDAY 17th JANUARY 2011. PLEASE
EITHER LEAVE IT WITH JMWINYJIMJIMCHEROO AND ALISON (THE
FAIRY AT THE TOP OF THE TREE IN THE POST OFFICE), OR EMAIL -
SANTAS LITTLE HELPER, BOB SCANLAN AT bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk.

On behalf of the Whimple News team, | wish you all a happy and safe
Christmas.

EdH




EXETER CARAVAN
CENTRE

For Sale - pre-owned caravans
and caravans sold on owners behalf,

Caravans also bought and sold.
01404 822116
or
07985 179399
London Road, Whimple
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@ Whimple Post Office Xmas Newsf@ﬁ)

As | am sure, many of you with overseas postage are aware of the last
recommended posting dates, but here is a little reminder.

Monday 6th Dec South and Central America, Far East, Asia, New Zealand.
Friday 10th Dec Japan, USA, Canada, Eastern Europe.

Monday 13th Dec Western Europe. All inland Parcels

Saturday 18th Dec All second class mail.

Tuesday 21st Dec All 1st Class mail.

Thursday 23rd Dec Special Delivery.

Week commencing 6th December the A10
Other benefits as follows,

Benefits due on 24/27/28th Dec will be available from 23rd December.
Benefits due on 3/4th Jan will be available from 31st December.

Our opening times over the festive period are in the centre pages of this edition,
and will be on display in the window.

We are pleased to welcome Nat West customers to the Post Office banking
group. You will now be able to withdraw or deposit cash, and pay in cheques
over our counter. You will need some personal paying in slips and cheque
deposit envelopes which your bank will supply to you on request.

The Post Office has launched a new growth bond ( issue 13a). Good interest
rates apply to this bond and it is proving to be very popular. Please ask us for
more information if you are interested.

We have been fortunate enough to offer two new Whimple cards by local
artists, which have proven to be extremely popular and a welcome addition to
our range. Your valued support is always appreciated, especially at this time of
the year, and, with the economic climate as it is, shopping locally has never been
SO important.

Both Jim and | would like to thank you all so very much for your loyal custom
throughout the past year, and we hope that you and your families enjoy a
Wonderful Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year.

Jim and Alison Creasy
Whimple Post Office



FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE

Edith MarieLouise Grout

The merry family gatheringé
The old, the very young;
The strangely lovely way they
Harmonize in carols sung.
For Christmas is tradition time
Traditions that recall
The precious memories down the years,
The sameness of them all.
by Helen Lowrie Marshall

So many of my friends in villages across Devon tell me that this year they are

celebrating the 0Tree of Light 6. V
without || ight in our 1lives? I n the
be Iighto. Today we paid our respec

troops in a simple ceremony. It was grey, dull and blustery but our hearts have a
glimmer of hope thinking of our own member of family who served and came
home safe and sound only to find their house had been bombed. And yet, as |
type this, the sun is shining so sweetly and big rays of light are flooding in. Now
that | cannot see too well and cannot read except in a certain light, my heart is
full of gratitude and my mind is still lively enough to type my Christmas story.

When we were children living in a mountain village, our Christmas was a sort of
three dimensional affair On St Nicholas day (6th December) we had to sort out
our toys because St Nicholas would come with his donkey to collect and take
our toys to the poor children of the world. Knowing that they had no toys, |
remember that we put all our heart in to finding something nice. We received
an orange, which in those days was exotic, apples being the normal fruit. We
made all sorts of little presents that we wrapped in red tissue paper with green
ribbons and a bit of holly. Then came the choice of a real Christmas pine tree
which was to be decorated with real candles, held in place with special spiral
holders to make sure the wax did not drip all over the place and become
dangerous.

On Christmas Eve we walked to the church in the snow with lovely, candle lit
lanterns; it really was magical. The singing was heavenly, and the lights tha
guided us home were from a sky laden with brightly shining stars; one in
particular being so much brighter and bigger than the others that we used to call
it The Star of Bethlehem. At home, a bright fire would be waiting with hot drinks
and heart and star shaped biscuits. We were a large household of family and

staff, my mother at the piano with f
popular carols. | remember well the warmth of those family gatherings as well as
the happiness. The moment of presen

the joy. Then on 6th January came Epiphany known as La Fete des Rois (Th
Three Kings). 8



A special cake was baked in which a miniature king and queen were hidden along
with five small centime pieces. Those lucky enough to have found the king and
gueen would be crowned in a ceremony of light.

When we moved to Devon, | discovered that the Holy Cross Church of Crediton
was the seat of the Bishop before there was a Bishop of Exeter. St Boniface (Patro
Saint of England until he was replaced by St George in Victorian times) was born in
Crediton and travelled onto the Continent as a missionary to proclaim Christianity.
He was the one who discovered the pine tree, which became our present form of
the decorated 6Tree of Light©o. Each
Festival of the Trees of Light. Children and adults alike have their own and origina
ideas of putting the lights on. For many years, | have never missed the opportunity
to go to Crediton with friends as a yearly pilgrimage of celebrating the Light. For a
few years when we moved to The Square, | was asked to lock and unlock the
church after the departure of our beloved rector the Reverend Harold Tucker. As
in those days there was no such thing as electric timers, | was asked to light the
great Christmas tree in the church yard and then switch if off at 10pm. At that time
of night, | was always accompanied by my old faithful Airedalélister Blaze. Our
Square is always a joy to behold with so many lights to celebrate unto us a child is
born. Not an ordinary child, but Jesus Christ; born of the Virgin Mary.

| so love the hymn Lead, Kindly Light amid the Encircling Gloom written by
Cardinal Newman who was beatified this year during the visit of Pope Benedict in
September this year.

Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom,
Lead Thou me on;

The night is dark, and | am far from home,
Lead Thou me on.

Keep Thou my feet; | do not ask to see

The distant scene; one step enough for me.

| was not ever thus, nor pray'd that Thou
Shouldst lead me on;

| loved to choose and see my path; but now
Lead Thou me on.

| loved the garish day; and, spite of fears,
Pride ruled my will: remember not past years.

So long Thy power has blest me, sure it still
Will lead me on

O'er moor and fen, o'er crag and torrent, till
The night is gone;

And with the morn those angel faces smile,
Which | have loved long since, and lost awhile.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to You All!

9



3 THE ]ACK IN THE b

2© GREENINN O

Exceptional Value...

Both restaurant and pub, the Jack oozes honesty, panache
and that rare four letter word - CARE. Expect good local brews
on tap, an extremely warm welcome and some seriously
impressive desserts.

New for 2010 is a fantastic bar menu and a stylish courtyard
for al fresco dining. There’s also live Friday night jazz (every
second Friday of the month) beginning in May. Always
exceptional value for money.

Telephone: 01404 822240. www.jackinthegreen.uk.com
Rockbeare, Near Exeter, Devon EX5 2EE.




Whimple Primary School is judged
to be outstanding!

Whimple Primary School was inspected by OfSTED on the 9th and 10th of
November and was judged to be an outstanding school. This is the highest
grading that OfSTED can give and indicates that the school is providing
exceptionally well for its pupils.

The report noted how well the Headteacher, staff and governors worked
together to strive to give the pupils the best possible education. It commented
that the combination of good teaching, an outstanding curriculum and
outstanding care, guidance and support enables pupils to make good progress
and to reach high standards by Year 6 and that an increasing number of pupils
are making greater than expected progress.

The report also praised the pupils saying that they are a thoughtful, articulate and
friendly group of young people. They told the inspectors that they love their
school and were patrticularly enthusiastic about the opportunities they have to
learn about things firshand on trips or when visitors come into school. The
report also noted the excellent behaviour of the pupils.

Some of the things the inspection team liked best were:

the good progress pupils make in English and mathematics

the good teaching pupils receive

the way pupils are taught to talk about, and take responsibility for their
own learning.

the excellent contribution pupils make to ensuring their school
community runs well, not least because they behave so considerately
the way everyone takes care of pupils and the way pupils support each
other.

the way the headteacher, governing body and other staff try hard to
make the school increasingly successful.

> > > > >

>

I would like to thank the
community of Whimple for all
the support that they give and
for helping us to be an
outstanding school.

Susie LangleyHeadteacher.

11



No job too big or too small *

G@@dﬂﬁf@

ARDENERS

Grass cutting, hedge trimming, tree surgery
and planting, Garden waste removal
service. Regular gardening throughout the
seasons undertaken.

WE OFFER A FRIENDLY AND
RELIABLE SERVICE

Phone Rob or Shelley on
01404 850129 or
mobile 07866 672150

ARK POTTER

STUDIO, SHOP & GALLERY

Wide choice of affordable
pottery direct from the potters, all
designed and made on site. Also
sculptures, pictures and cards.

ENTRANCE & PARKING FREE

Have a go on the wheel!
Pottery Parties
Commissions
1 Baby Foot Impressions
Find us just off the Ottery/Sidmouth

Road at Wiggaton (Follow the brown
tourist signs from Ottery.)

OPEN DAILY 10 am
Tel. 01404 812628

email:ark.pottery@mypostoffice.co.uk

- 5pm

For afree initial consultatiomontact us at
8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU

Tel: 01404 812555

Email: advice@eaxrsm.co.uk

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk

We are also Agents for tiNationwide Building Society

EASTERBROOK,
EATON LTD

Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,
Accountancy and Business affairs.

CHARTERED
ACCOUNTANTS

12
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Christmas Eve

Carols
7.00pm Iin the Square

(in Church if wet or too cold)
Instrumentalists;
please ring Emma Palmer:
(823083)
music available in advancef%‘
Collection in aid of
Devon AermbuIance i
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PAINTER WANTED FOR DECORATIVE MILK CHURN

We have a lovely blue milk churn outside of Dairy Cottage that was

painted in the 'barge’ style a few years ago. The churn now needs to be re
painted and our original painter is no longer doing this sort of work. Is

there anyone in the village who can, or who knows any contacts in this
type of work please? Please contact us on 823fleahks!

Ed and Nicky Hitchcock
13



Longfield Cattery

heated single and double chalets
personal care and attention

> X
Ny

(now also looking after small animals)

01404 822275

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF

THE PENSION DRAWDOWN CO

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS

FOR UNBIASED, QUALITY FINANCIAL ADVICE BASED ON YOU
CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO YOUR NEEDS
INCLUDING

SAVINGS INVESTMENTEENSION PROVISION
RETIREMENT OPTIONS inc ANNUITIES
LIFE AND CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER INCOME PROTECTION

Contact: Bob Diamond at 6 The Withey, Whimple,
on 01404 822865 or Emdikmondl1@ntlworld.com
For a free initial consultation

Appointed Representative of TheAhaasson Independent Network PLC,
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authorit




Commando Challenge 2010

If, during the summer months, any of you saw four of our local chaps pounding
the lanes around Whimple, then this would have been Nick and Billy Bloomfield,
Simon Dodd and Sean Windows, in training for the Commando Challenge,
which this year was in aid of Devon Air Ambulance and C Squadron, Royal
Marines.

Having chosen, right from the start, to do the tough 10K run rather than the
shorter 3K, the team knew that they would have to train hard to complete the
course. And train they did, helped along by the odd pint or two of beer.

October 10th dawned to a gloomy and
overcast startd and one short in the team.
Sean was out due to a cartilage operation.

The team were accompanied by myself,
Si monds wi f e Sue, A
watched them at t he

being dunked in the water (what a laugh!!).
But they romped home to a time of 1 hour 27
minutes and, between them, they raised an &
excellent A795. 0 ®.theyB Ui}
came first in t MevhadtaAl
super effort!

The team would like to thank Paul and Gill of
the New Fountain for their sponsorship and
the Tshirts, and everyone else who gave
money for such a worthy cause.

And yes, they will be doing it in 2011!

Michael Heath

St Maryds Church Monthly] P

1st Sunday - 8am Holy Communion (BCP);
11.00am Morning Worship;

2nd Sunday 11am Holy Communion;

3rd Sunday- 8am Holy Communion (BCP);
11lam Celebration Service;

4th Sunday- 11am Morning Worship;
5th Sunday- 10.30am Churches4All joint service (various locations)

15



Parliament Trip

On Monday the 18th of October 3 Scouts (2 girls from Beer, 1 girl from

Tipton, | was outnumbered), 2 leaders (Derek and Gordon) and | went on a
special trip to Parliament. About 150 or so other scouts from across the
country went too. We had tea with the Speaker of the House of Commons

and met the Chief Commissioner and other important members of Scouting
and of Parliament.

We had an early start to the morning one | found hard to wake up tod a
7:10 train to Waterloo. The journey was long but nice as it gave us a chance
to catch up on some sleep and rest. From Waterloo it was on to the
underground, a trip to the Science Museum.

It took us about 1/ 2 an hour to wor
find the entrance! After a bit of a kafuffle we entered the museum and had
about 2 hours to do whatever we wanted. Naturally | headed for the more
O0boyi shd sections whereas the girls
tagged along and overall had a very good time messing about with the
exhibits.

Afterwards we had lunch and once again headed to the underground, this
time to quickly see the Tower of London (I thought it more as a fortress) and
then we were off to Parliament, Big Ben, the London Eye and the Thames.
We passed through security at the House of Commons and in the end we
walked into Westminster, and it was massive. We saw the graves of Royal
Family members, there were guards with guns (I thought was kind of cool),
but this was just the start of the show.

After waiting for our MPs (Hugo Swire and Neil Parish, neither of whom
turned up, which was disappointing) we entered into the very beautiful
Speaker 6s pr i vineédetraight forrthe earystasty Thai foed gof
which there was plenty, but | tried
lot! There was a very uncomfortable bed in the adjoining room which | have

to say was very grand and a bit extravagant. Then John Bercow (the Speaker)
entered. He was slightly shorter than | expected but was dressed smartly and
was quite funny. He talked about how important Scouting was and after a
few more talks from various people we had our photos taken (Mr Bercow
had some jobs to do so couldndt att e

Nearing the end we went to the public gallerie® watching the rather few
MPs talk. We left after an enjoyable and special occasion and walked to 10
Downing Street. Finally we headed back to the station and back home.

| really enjoyed the occasion and had a fun and great time with the other
scouts and leaders.

Charlie Spicer 1st Whimple Scouts

16



PAINTING & DECORATING
TILER

PATIO PRESSURE CLEANING
SHED ROOFSREFELTED
GENERAL HANDYMAN

(Excellent references if required)
For that personal service
Phone Mr Evans on 01404 822120

/e

DRM

WILLIAMS
TREES & GARDENS

17

CalliDaniel0n:; -
01914:385834

Tree & Hedge Planting & Aftercare o
Contract Work e
/ Garden Maintenence o

Herbicide"Application o

ha1nsaw‘Crosscutt1ng )
| Strimming &
Brushcutting

Y

PERRIE HALE
FOREST
NURSERY

! '-;“‘_ =
& |

WORKING WITH



WHIMPLE

The Perfect Village

NA great community,
excellent accessibilityo

’ \

4

=

We have a constant stream of enquiries for
property of all types in and around Whimple.

ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION

01404 814306
www.redfernsproperty.co.uk

Tim Wright
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Wasters of Whimple

Many thanks to all of you who supported our Solar Energy meeting in the Village
Hall on 10th October. A special thanks should go to Phil Dominy who very kindly
organi sed the O6expertsd and whose hal
thanks to SIG, the Energy Management Company who gave a presentation. Over
60 people attended and many others were interested but could not attend. We
are very encouraged by the interest and 53 people signed up for further
information, with 30 eventually deciding to have surveys done. Surveys are
being done for both free panels and people wishing to invest, with two forward
thinking people in the village already signing contracts: one for free panels and
one investing. Both parties are keen to share their experiences and we welcome
their enthusiasm.

The meeting was very interesting and not only explained how the photovoltaic
(PV) panels work but al siret adreitfafisloe)d bteh
generate sustainable energy. You will be paid a fixed amount for 25 years for
each unit of electricity you generated even if you use it yourself! In future years
there will be declining benefits- so you should install your panels sooner rather
than later! The meeting mainly discussed the investment opportunities but the
mi nutes have some extra detail on th
would be happy to provide you with a copy of the minutes of our meeting.

This project has taken a lot of time and energy, but we are always interested in
greeting new members and hearing any interesting ideas and projects anyone has
to help us reduce our waste and carbon emissions.

We hope the new kerbside recycling is helpful to people. Wasters will always be
glad to help with 6otherd recycl abl es
make trips ourselves and will gladly squeeze in items for those of you who cannot
make a trip. We have heard of a street in the village that has organised shared
recycling trips and we will explore this more after Christmas to help deal with the
recyclables that EDDC are not taking kerbside.

Dondt forget t hat tetra packs (foil
supermarkets. Or take them, other plastics (EDDC have a list on their website or
we can provide a copy) and cardboard to a recycling centre. There are centres at
Exmouth, Marsh Barton and Tipton St John/Sidmouth. They are open all year
round (weekends 10.00am- 4.30pm weekdays from 8.00am) except Christmas

Day, Boxing Day and New Years Day so there is no reason to put recyclables into

your lovely landfill bins. =0

We hope you have a wonderful Christmas and thank you for @

your support with our projects.

Any enquiries please contact:
Jenny Sanders 823015 jls.sanders@btinternet.com (%,
Alison Betts 823967  alison.betts@yahoo.co.uk

19
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Trad1t10nal Chnstmas Farm Sho
Christmas Tree Barn, Local Festive Foods,
| Glfts & Decorations

Come and see
" Cinnamon & Spice,
our 2 beautiful
Reindeer!

-

OPENING HOURS:
10am - 6pm every day
from 27th Nov - 23rd Dec
) 3 X and 9.00am - 12.00pm
on Christmas Eve
credit card facilities available »
1 mile from the A30 Daisymount
Junction nr Ottery St.Mary.

Cotley Farm, Whimple, Exeter
T 01404 823193 M: 07779 722421

www.cotleychristmas.co.uk




UPDATE FROM WHIMPLE PRECHOOL

As of January 2011 Whimple Prschool will be offering 5 lunch clubs a week,
so each session will run from 9arh2, with an optional lunch club from 12
1pm.

We are also exploring the possibility of taking children under the age of 3 and
would appreciate feedback from those of you who may be interested in this
service (email: walkersam66@gmail.com. Tel No: 822649).

All children are entitled to 15 hours of free Early Years Education from the term
following their 3rd birthday. Any hours above this, or those who are not yet
entitled to funding, will be charged
If you are thinking of Whimple Preschool or wish todi scuss your
- Specific preschool needs call Tanya Chitty, Senior Play Leader on:

< 07794652549, or pop into Whimple PreSchool at the back of

) the Victory Hall for a chat.

Fo-.
E, d | would like to take this opportunity of wishing you all a
}é@}\v Very Merry Christmas from all of us at Whimple Pszhool

Relief Preschool Play Leader & Play Assistants
Whimple Preschool & Toddler Group

We are looking for enthusiastic and experienced individuals for relief Play
Leaders and Play Assistants at our small and friendly $ukool. You will
need to provide a safe, stimulating and creative environment for our -3
year olds.

You must hold a minimum NVQ level 3 or Level 2 in a relevant childcare
qualification, depending on the position applied for, and have a good
knowledge and understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage.

Whimple Preschool is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare
of their children. This post is subject to an Enhanced Disclosure Certificate.

Wages-A6.-AF . 29, depending on post an
Hours - 8.30am-1.30pm Mon - Fri ( variable sessions)

For more information, or to apply for this position, please contact:

Samantha Walker on 822649 or enail walkersam66@gmail.com
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TAYLOR MADE DRIVING

Beginners
Pass plus
Pre 17 lessons

Refresher lessons
Diamond advanced driving

Motorway driving

*kkkkk

Theory & Hazard Perception Tuition
*kkkkk

Male & Female instructors
High 1st time pass rate

*kkkkk

Patient, Friendly & Fun Tuition

*kkkkk

A local independent driving school
teaching local people to

ADRI VE FOR LI FEO

CALL FREE 0800 652 66 69
Andrew & Jill Taylor
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SOME FACTS ABOUT CHRISTMAS

People spend an average of 2 hours and 27 minutes wrapping presents.

A traditional Christmas dinner in early England was the head of a pig prepared
with mustard. Yuk.

Nearly 3,000 tons of aluminium foil will be used to wrap Christmas turkeys.
The number of Barbie dolls sold every minute around the world: 180.

86% rated spending time with family and friends as the best thing about Christmas
with only 7% quoting time off work, 3% food and drink and 2% presents.

It's a Wonderful Life" appears on TV more often than any other holiday movie.
"Silent night" was written for a choir when the church organ broke down.

Holly berries are poisonous.

Every person will get elbowed or pushed at least three times when Christmas
Shopping.

In Britain, the Holy Days and Fasting Days Act of 1551, which has not yet been

repealed, states that every citizen must attend a Christian church service on
Christmas Day, and must not use any kind of vehicle to get to the service.

Mistletoe myth states should a woman appearing under the mistletoe not receive
a kiss, she will not marry the following year.

The most valuable Christmas card was sold at an auction in the UK in 2001 for
A20, 000

More than 1,000,000 acres of land have been planted with Christmas trees.

"A Christmas Carol" was written by Charles Dickens in 1848 took him just six
weeks.

1 in 3 men will wait until Christmas Eve to finish their shopping.
This Christmas at least 90 minutes will be spent waiting in line to pay.

Postmen in Victorian England were popularly called "robins." This was because
their uniforms were red.

"Good" King Wenceslaus was the Duke of Bohemia.

The poinsettia plant was brought into the United States from Mexico by Joel
Poinsett in the early 1800's.

The modern day depiction or picture of Santa Claus wearing a red coat only
became standard in the 1920's.

Pope Julius | declared December 25th as the official Christmas in the fourth
century.

A Christmas wreath hanging on your front door symbolizes a sign of welcome and
long life for all who enter.

In 1647, the English parliament passed a law that made Christmas illegal.
According to a survey, 7 out of 10 dogs get Christmas gifts from their doting
owners.
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RADIO 2 FOR WHIMPLE 2!

Wel | | itds been a ver
Podbury and | this |
true about everyone

of Fameod, wedre very '

with Chris Evans on November 4th.

It all started with Richard Madeley (of all
people!) when he persuaded Chris, live on his Radlo 2 Breakast Show one
morning, that the team should broadcast the show one day from a beautiful field

near his and Judyds home in Talland
belong to him didndét even get consid
who owned it, OFarmer Johno, heard

realising that it was his field that they were talking about, completely fell for the
idea and started preparing it for the event in August.

Chris decided it should be a camping trip and offered 100 people the chance to
OPitch for a Pitchodo in the field by
they should be there.

From the moment | heard about it, | just really wanted to go, so, planning it with
military precision, | got up really early, got ready for work and sat by the radio
with the landline in one hand and the mobile in the other waiting for the time
given to call in.

Amazingly, | got through, won, then called Claire to see if she could come with
me, knowing she was a Chris Evans fan too. As you can imagine, lots of squeakir
and shrieking went on for a couple of minutes before we settled down to plan our
trip.

We travelled down in my lovely Beetle, with the tent and all the essentiads
chairs, wet wipes, a cream tea and two bottles of champagne.

To cut a long story short, we had a fantastic time. Chris was really friendly tc
everyone, Moira Stewart was there, getting ready to read the news from inside &
horsebox the next morning, and there

Everyone joined up into groups of 8 or 10 for the quiz (no mobile reception, so
no one could cheat!), and we realised very soon that we had managed to stand
next to some incredibly clever people! Although Jonny had nothing on Brenda as
a question master, we managed to get 35 out of 40 right and, pretty sure we
could make second or third, handed our papers in and then settled into the
champagne and generally having a gr e

Well, much to our amazement, when the results came in, we had only ended up
winning d and the prize was a trip to the Radio 2 studios to see the Chris Evan:
Show being recorded.

We were just ridiculously ovesexcited for the rest of the event, as you can
imagine!
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So, on Wednesday 3rd November, we set off from Whimple station for Waterloo
and our big adventure the next morning. Knowing Chris likes his food, we were
armed with Claireds home made scones
girl from the quiz team made damson jam), a cake from me, two bottles of
O6Hanl ons and various gifts for the t

It was a bit tricky getting all this across London with a Tube strike on, but we
made it to our hotel with everythingd even the beer- intact. After a curry with
some of the others in Brick Lane, we had an early night, ready for our very early
start, tarting ourselves up for Chris!

The studios are just off Great Portland Street so we walked down from our hotel,
met the rest of the group and went in. We were welcomed really warmly and
taken to the 6égreen roomd to hear whe

Chris had already started the show and we were told we would just be going
through to the production room to watch him work and, hopefully, meet him for

a while. Claire and | went through first, with all our food and pressies, and sat
ourselves down, trying not to get in the way of everyone. Chris was through the
gl as s, wor king on his own most of th
on the radio, it always sounds like he has the team in there with him, but they just
come in occasionally.

Suddenly, he jumped up and came out to say hello, told us to bring all the food
through into his room and sat us in front of two microphones. We had a horrible
realisation then that he was going to have us on air!

He was great at putting us at ease, though, and we were really pleased when he
mentioned Whimple in his introductiond so 9 million people heard it and then

he chatted to us about our scones and cake, which he was extremely
compl i mentary about, and then it was
really nervous and stumbled a bit over my words, but Claire was brilliant.

Before we went back to the green room so that the next group from the quiz
team could go through, he signed his
Rockd in 1t, which had her floating ¢

The theme of the show that day was that they had new flooring in their lift and it
was really sparkly. Chris decided that all photos taken for the website that day
had to be in the | ift, so they duly
photographed on the sparkly floor and you can still see them on the Facebook
page, along with a pic of us in the studio.

We were all so impressed with the entire experience. Chris made us feel really
special and the team each took time out to say heldwe even met Ken Bruce at
the coffee machine!

At the end, the entire team had a photo taken with us before Chris rushed off to
do some fil ming, but I eft with CIlaire

Sally Wilde
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Hospis

EXETER, MID AND EAST DEVON

| can only describe the Hospiscare Coffee Morning as a wonderful
success- thanks to your generosity the sum raised was an almost

unbel i evabSueh aA&s8ltocbuld only be achieved with the
wholehearted support and enthusiasm of everyone who came to the
Victory Hall on 30th October. Special thanks are due to all those who
helped in any way, particularly to members of the WI and to the local
Hospiscare Friends. Thank you all so much for your support and
generosity.

Rosemarie Burrows

Grandisson

FIRES, FIREPLACES

STOVES <=

& DECORATIVE PLASTER

FREE ADVICE AND SURVEYS
EXPERT AND QUALIFIED FITTING BY OUR OWN FULLY SKILLED TRADESMEN
VISIT OUR LARGE SHOWROOMS

GRANDISSON, 26-28 FINNIMORE IND. EST, OTTERY ST MARY, EX11 1NR
TEL: 01404 812876

Give Blood 5°

Blood Donor Sessions will be held on Monday 20th December e,“,\c
at Payhembury Village Hall from 1.30pm3.15pm and 5.00pm-7.15pm
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52 BEATING HEART DISEASE To4ETHER.

British Hoart
Foundation

Twenty Four Days to Christmas, | know this as our son has a Christmas countdow
board which he c¢chalks on everyday, 4
However | have to say we love it, and everywhere you go there are beautiful lights
and trees shining, giving us the feel good factor. Then again we have that feeling
every Monday and Tuesday at our Danceasize classes all year round. So if yo
want the Christmas feeling as a fixture, come to either of our BHF fundraising
dance exercise classes. In November we tried out the Charleston as a routine an
what a hit t hat was , out of bot h cl a
t hree said that it was O60kd s o, out C
the Cha Cha being tested out, to be followed closely by Zumba. There is no
stopping the terrible two now we have been given a free reign. Nicole is FAB, her
stamina and wonderful ideas on routines nevarease to amaze me. Although | do
tease her about the fact she's been dancing since she was three (you would nc
believe me if | told you her age). The music is a big plus, bringing in old anc
modern music together, and a big 6t ha
patience to help me with it all. The IPods a wonderful gadgetthat seems to
play thousands of different songs relentlesslypw it does it | do not understand.

Next Year, 2011, is the 50th Anniversary of the British Heart Foundation and we
have all been asked to do somextra fundraising, so | have had a few ideas which
are as follows:

In February we shall be kicking off in the Institute on Yonder Street with a fun
packed eveningled byt he f antastic group Thi cde a
a must for anyone wanting to impress the other half for a great Valentines evening
If you are a group of people, or a couple of friends, it will also be a hoot as its on
Saturday the 12th of February and all monies raised will be going to the BHF.

There will be a well stocked bapn the night with beer, cider, wine and spiritsall
purchased on a sale or return thanks to Costcutter Ottery St Mary.

We need as many people to support this event as possible as every penny count
in the fight to make heart problems a thing of the past. As Britain's biggest killer
one out of every three having a heart attack does not make it. If you don't want to
come along, but still want to support the event, you can purchase tickets from
Maggie at the Computer Shop Mill Street, Phyllis at the Tourist Information Ottery
or myself Michele on 07984 869498.

The next event will be on the 2nd of April and what a FAB one it is too. We will be
bringing in a professional drama company (The Candlelight Theatre.co.uk) to the
Tumbling Wier for a Murder MysteryDinner.
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The drama starts over pralinner drinks on arrival in the lounge, moving into the
dining room where we shall sit down for a sumptuouthree course meal. The actors
will lay down clues for us to unravel and the murder will take place during the meal,
with little disruption, so you can enjoy the meal and try to work out who the
murderer is at the same time. Its up to you if you are an Inspector Clouseau or a laic
back Miss Marple. The fun is trying to work out who did it and no one leaves the
room until the culprit is caught. There will be a prize for the winner. The evening
wi || conclude over cof fee and mints
must for a fun local night out in Ottery. (Cheap rates available if anyone would like
to stay over for the night).To avoid being disappointed, please note that tickets are
limited and will be sold on a first come, first served basis. Contact Michele
(Looking for ideas for a Christmas Gift? Why not book your tickets now and give
them out for a wonderfulsurprise on Christmas Day).

For May/June we have an overnight walk, more information to follow and lots, lots
more including a Cheese and Wine Dancasize Evening later in the year.

All our Dancasize classes are for one hour and are on a pay as you go basis. Tt
classes are building up and the atmosphere is better than eve. If you fancy coming
along to see how much fun keeping or getting fit can beMonday Nights in The
Victory Hall, Whimple from 7.30-8.30pm and Tuesday The Old Boys School Ottery
8.00pm until 9.00pm. Everyone from 18 to 80 welcome. Come along in comfy
clothes and smooth soled footwear and give us a try. We still have the BHF
literature available and, with December being the month of the year where more
food and drink is consumed than any other monthits worth working off those
calories just to keep from gaining those extra pounds. Did you know that the
average calorie intake for a male should be 2500 calories and 2000 calories for &
female. On Christmas Day we consume on average 7000 to 8000 calories? Sc
should you need to get back on track
resolutions, we will be re opening our classes on the 10th and 11th of January
Remember a little of what you fancy does you good and the more you exercise the
more you can consume. Why not come along to our classes, make an extra
challengefor yourself and walk for ten minutes extra each day? You will soon build
up extra energy and, as we live in one of the most beautiful places on this planet
you have the benefit of taking in the beautiful surroundings as you go along.

May | take this opportunity to thank most sincerely all our ladies for supporting our
classes and wish you, and everyone reading this. a Very Merry Christmas and
Wonderful and Happy New 2011.

Big Hugs to alland especially tomy Family for their continued support.
Michele 07984 869498
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES

Est 1979

PAINTING  WALLPAPERING

SPECIALIST FINISHES MURALS TILING

COVING CARPENTRY ALTERATIONS

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Call Barry 01297 552981
Free Estimates

PE RK. Ns Sarah Evans MFHT

Pet & Country Store dmmqloglca

Competitive prices on S AR l _’f Lt el n
major brands of pet

food & supplies. Treatment Room
but REMEMBER Offers a full range of beauty
We're not just a pet store — treatments & skincare advice
we sell clothing and footwear
for every season ! Stockist of dermalogica
Ottery St Mary e T, products

EX11 1NR

Tel : 01404 812605
Email :
fwperkins@eclipse.co.uk ’

Tel 01404 822664




"‘o * =
positivesolutions:

altogetherindividual

What could you do with ten minutes of your time?

d'he Mortgage Makeovebd

Ten minutes is al/l it takes to de
your mortgage.

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands
of pounds.

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay
your mortgage off early.

Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice.

Contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375

or email d stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk

or by post-Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF
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Eig A Merry

Christmas opening hours

gﬁom the Whimple



