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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 

ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

Music dates 
  27th August:       The Late Shift 

  17th September: Ju Ju  



 

3 

       

 

 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the availability 
of venues and when booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 

Whatõs On in Whimple 
 

August 
  6th Whimple History Society ð Conducted Village Walks, starting at The 

Heritage Centre 6.15pm Book with Roger Smith on 822244 

14th VPA Annual Flower Show, Victory Hall 

September 
  2nd NeedlesõnõPins - Introductory Meeting, Committee room of the Victory 

Hall 2.30pm ð 3.30pm ð come and find out what it is all about! 

  9th NeedlesõnõPins - First Meeting, Committee room of the Victory Hall 
1.30pm ð 4.30pm 

10th Ballroom dancing ð contact details on page 11 

11th Ade Edmondson and the Bad Shepherds at the Cricket Club 

17th Whimple History Society, Victory Hall, 7.30pm, a talk by Sue Dymond 
on ôThe Land Army Girlsõ. 

20th  Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall Committee Room, 7.00pm 

24th Ballroom dancing ð contact details on page 11 

25th Wasters of Whimple ð Potential Village Garage Sale/table top sale ðsee 
details page 37 

25th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall 12.00noon ð 1.30pm 

October  
  8th Ballroom dancing ð contact details on page 11 

15th Whimple History Society, Victory hall, 7.30pm, (doors open at 7.00), 
Auction of Pledges and Promises 

November 
19th Whimple History Society, Victory Hall, 7.30pm, a talk by the Devon 

Family History Society 
December 
  4th Orchard Harmony Christmas concert, St Maryõs Church; time to be 

confirmed 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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Ed the Ed 
 

We are delighted to demonstrate the caring face of the Whimple News by 
having a public service advertisement on the front cover that deals with a 
warning about being prepared for a water shortage, and how sharing a bath with 
friends can provide a solution in times of drought. (Nobody in the bath was hurt 
in the making of this picture) 

Please hide this cover from the view of children and the easily frightened! 

Well done to Bob Scanlan and his entire team for the wonderful Village Week 
that they organised. I thought that the Village Day itself was full of activities from 
dawn to dusk, starting with the stalls in The Square (organised by WOW), plus 
the normal BBQ stall (run by some very dodgy looking characters whose photo 
appears in our centre spread of the Village Day activities). 

It was an incredible turn out for the Fun Run ð I heard that there were about 100 
runners. Well done to all of them. I would have been with them, gentle reader, 
but had to cancel due to an unfortunate experience during a leg waxing session. 
And then it all rolled into the preparation for the Fancy Dress parade, and I am 
continually astounded by the creativity in this village of ours.  What a fantastic 
array of outfits! 

The Fayre site by the Victory Hall (organised by the Friends of Whimple School) 
was buzzing with people and the Pimms and Beer tent appeared to be doing 
excellent business. I saw some wonderful cakes for sale, and I would guess that 
they didnõt stay around for long. The whole afternoon seemed to go very 
quickly.  

My personal highlight was the egg throwing, late in the afternoon, and that 
provided nearly a couple of hours of great entertainment, coupled with cool 
lemonades from the Thirsty as we stood and watched. This was the first time for 
this, so well done to Bob for trying something new, and SO much fun! 

The centre spread also includes a photo of young PC Jim Tyrrell, stood next to 
even more dubious characters ð alas, not with his trusty police-issue bike. You 
may recognise him as the man holding the speed gun recently in the village ð so 
be warned! 

I was saddened to hear of the death of Reg Porley, who has been a larger than 
life character in our village for a number of years. Our thoughts are with 
Christine, especially in the light of her own ill health. Later in this edition, you can 
read some kind words from John Aiton about dear Reg.  

CUT OFF DATE FOR THE NEXT EDITION IS MONDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 

If you would like to contribute, then please either leave it with the coiled springs 
behind the PO counter, James, Alison and Ruby, or direct to the Village Week 
King, at bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk. 

Ed H 
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE  

For Sale -  pre -owned caravans  

and caravans sold on owners behalf.  

Caravans also bought and sold.  

01404 822116  

or  

07985 179399  

London Road, Whimple  

  

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  
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Whimple Post Office News 
 

Our ôFlowers by Postõ, service has proved to be a huge success with many 
bunches ordered and the quality of the flowers has been outstanding. Itõs great 
if you donõt have your own access to the internet , or are unhappy to use your 
credit / debit card on line. We have a brochure in the shop and you can choose 
from a large range of bouquets to suit all price ranges and occasions. A message 
from you will be included and a range of extras such as chocolates and ribbons 
can be added for that special event. We are happy to help you to complete the 
order for the flowers just ask either of us if you need any assistance. 
We had our computers upgraded recently and you may have noticed that we 
are still trying to get to grips with the new layout on our screens. We were told 
it would make transactions simpler, and quicker (not exactly noticed that, but I 
suppose we all have to move with the times). It just takes a bit of getting used to 
ð especially when youõre the wrong side of 50 !! 
If you are lucky enough to be getting away to Europe this summer, remember 
that we keep euros at all times and we are able to order all currencies for those 
choosing more exotic locations. Order before lunch and it will be here by 
9.00am the next day. 
Enjoy the summer. 

Our grateful thanks for your support 

Jim and Alison Creasy 

Whimple Post Office Tel 822359 

 
 

123sing!  is happening in Whimple!  Billed as 
the biggest celebration of singing ever in the U.K, 
Classic FM & Making Music are hoping to get as many people 
across the country singing on 1st, 2nd, 3rd October 2010. 

Cantilena is hosting a workshop for adults - mixed styles of 
music, come and find out what the fuss is about. 

Julia Green & Emma Palmer are planning a workshop for youth. 

Watch for more details nearer the time, see 123sing! website 
for background information. 

Get singing! 
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From My Window in the Square 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 
 

Fairest of months! Ripe Summerõs Queen 

The hey-day of the year 

With robes that gleam with sunny sheen 

Sweet August does appear 

R. Combe-Miller 
 

As I sit by my window writing my story, it suddenly dawns on me that today is the 
21st June, the Summer Solstice and the longest day of the year. The light is so 
clear, the sky so blue, the birds so joyful and everything around me explodes with 
happiness. Our Square is as lovely as ever and on Saturday we had the great 
surprise and pleasure of having a small group of Morris dancers called Newton 
Bushells with a group of bellringers from Newton Abbot. It reminded me of the 
happy days when the wonderful Glory of the West Morris Dancers from Exeter 
were able to use the whole Square. Alas this 
tradition has gone with the arrival of so many 
cars parked in the Square, so much traffic 
about and strangely enough this was 
before we had a good sized car park  - 
which is always under used.  I went to 
talk to this charming group and showed 
them my book ôFrom my Window in the 
Squareõ and the lovely photos I took 
more than twenty years ago of the Glory 
of the West Morris dancers and it brought 
smiles to all the faces. 

Alas there is another side of the Square that I find rather sad. Last Friday after the 
refuse collectors lorry left, there was such a mess that two of us, who care, 
cleaned it all up. Sunday, I came back from my walk with an armful of empty 
bottles, one, strangely enough, was marked Jaegermeister AG Germany, I donõt 
know what sort of brew it was but what I know for sure is that in Germany they 
would not throw litter about in their towns and villages. 

August is the fairest month of the year because it is the time of our wonderful 
flower show, a tradition which is not allowed to die despite the fact that so many 
of the new houses built in the village have such little gardens. The Whimple 
Village Produce Association work relentlessly to make sure it is thriving and gives 
so much pleasure to so many. Months of preparations to make schedules 
appealing, finding judges, getting the hall ready on the day, there is a hive of 
activity by very dedicated and enthusiastic people.  

Newton Bushells Morris Dancers 
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It is certainly an event I look forward to and never miss; first as a visitor, then an 
exhibitor and now as a judge. That is what is so lovely about village life. 

It seems to me quite amazing that in this the 21st Century so many of the months 
in our calendar are named after characters from Greek and Roman history. Janus 
who opens the year was a god who had a head looking into the future and at the 
back a head looking into the past - January. July named after Julius Caesar the 
conquering Roman emperor, and August after Octavius Gaius member of a 
triumvirate and later made emperor Augustus of the mighty Roman Empire and 
in Latin means the venerable. I find it rather comforting that in our modern 
society when everyone cries out for change with a capital C, so many things are 
stable, like the four seasons which have been depicted by so many poets and 
composers like Vivaldi which strangely enough has only become part of the 
musical repertoire in the sixties but now is more played than ever.  

The first of August is the Feast of Lammas when the first bread of the first corn of 
the year was put on the High Altar in our own St Maryõs Church in Whimple in 
the days when we moved to the Old Manse under the guidance of our 
unforgettable Rector The Revd. Harold Tucker. There was also a sheaf of corn by 
the altar and I vividly remember that on one occasion the Rector broke that 
bread to give it to us at the communion and Jack and I were moved by that 
simple but profound act of worship, it was almost like a living picture from the 
Holy Bible.  That is something I will never forget. 

First of August is also the National Swiss Day. The Swiss Confederation was 
founded in 1291. On that day in 1991 when we celebrated 700 years of the 
Confederation Helevetica, the doorbell rang and a couple with two young girls 
stood there when I opened the door and said òwe were told to come and visit 
the Lady of the Manseó. So naturally I asked them in and offered them hospitality 
and when I asked them where they came from and they said Switzerland I 
spontaneously said òLets celebrateó to which they replied òCelebrate what?ó. I 
replied òthe 700th anniversary of Switzerlandó. Of course they did not know that 
I was Swiss. It was incredible but more was to come. When I asked them where 
in Switzerland they came from they said Aargau, a town I had probably never 
heard of as I came from the French part of Lake Geneva. What is even more 
amazing is that in Switzerland we do not originate from our place of birth but the 
place of our family ancestors and our family goes back as far as 1558 in the town 
of Aargau, capital of the canton of Argovie. As the grand finale I discovered that 
he was the vicar of the main town church where one of my ancestors was vicar 
and who had a beautiful glass window named after him. Since then we kept in 
contact and as I always say òThere are no strangers in the world, only friends you 
have not metó. 

Friendship is the only cement that will ever hold the world together. 
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 A NEW CRAFT GROUP FOR WHIMPLE - NEEDLES'N'PINS 
 

Some of us in Whimple have longed for a place where we can all get together 
to share and expand our knowledge and love of needlecraft.  Now that the 
committee room in the Village Hall is available during the day we have decided 
that the time has come to stop talking about it and make it happen.  A new 
weekly craft group called Needles'n'Pins is going to start in the committee room 
on Thursday 9th September from 1.30pm to 4.30pm. We would like to invite 
you to come and join us if you are interested in sewing, knitting etc.  Whether 
you are a novice or an expert you will be welcome - whatever your level of 
expertise there will be something happening to interest you.  If you want to 
know how to do dressmaking, patchwork, knitting, soft furnishings and much 
more we have the expertise to help - if you are experienced we can learn more 
from each other. 

Whilst we would help and encourage you to work on whatever projects you 
have ongoing, we also hope to run workshops on :- 

¶ getting to know your sewing machine, 
¶ making a patchwork quilt, 
¶ bag making, 
¶ how to make cushions, curtains, roman blinds, 
¶ dressmaking  
¶ heirloom sewing  
¶ knitting, crochet and much, much more. 

The cost will be Ã3.50 for a three hour session.  Numbers will be limited so if 
you are interested please ring Shirley Williams on 01404 822430 for more 
details. 

We will be holding a fund raising tea party on Thursday 2nd September in the 
committee room at the Village hall from 2.30 - 3.30 pm where our crafts will be 
on display and we would love you to come along, look at our work and, 
hopefully, decide to join us. 

Shirley Willliams 

Whimple Did Strictly! 
Following the success of the village week dancing , there will be 
further opportunities to learn or practice your ballroom dancing on: 

Friday 10th September 

Friday 24th September 

Friday 8th October 

For more details contact Jeff Salter on 01392 460145 
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West One  Hair Design  
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 or 

Call in for free Consultation. 

 

  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

 

 

 

The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple 

Where your animalôs health is our top priority 
 

 Consultations by appointment 

We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 
 

 For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call the surgery on 

 01404 823230 
 

 Surgery Hours:  

Monday and Wednesday 5.00pm ï 7.00pm 

Tuesday and Thursday  8.45am ï 9.45am & 3.30pm ï 5.45pm 

Friday 3.30pm ï 5.45pm 

Saturdays 10.30am ï 12.00 noon 

All afternoons will be staffed by a Receptionist from 2.30pm 
  

24 hour emergency service 01404 823230 
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The extension at Whimple 
branch surgery was 
completed at the end of 
June. The surgery was 
opened again to patients 
on 5th July 2010.  Please 
telephone 01404 814447 
to make an appointment. 

 There are two extra consulting rooms plus some additional facilities for the staff 
working there. We have made some basic improvements to the waiting room to 
bring in more light, which should be more pleasant for you while you wait for 
your appointment.  We are also planning to install a computerised check-in 
screen for patients to use when they arrive, which will alert the doctors and 
nursing staff when you arrive for your appointment. 

We appreciate your patience and tolerance while the surgery has been closed, 
and we are particularly grateful to Mr John Discombe and the Victory Hall 
Committee for their co-operation with the disruption of the car park.   
 

DR TIM COX 

After 30 years of full time general practice in Ottery St Mary, Tim Cox has 
reduced his commitments.  He will be consulting all day on Mondays and on 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  Dr Jonathan Osborn will be sharing Dr Coxõs 
patient list until the autumn, when the practice is hoping to appoint a new 
partner.   

Dr Cox has stepped down as Senior Partner and has handed the baton into the 
very safe hands of Dr Dilley. 
 

DR NIGEL DE SOUSA 

Dr de Sousa has returned to work on a part time basis.  He will be consulting 
with patients on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday mornings.   
 

STAFF CHANGES 

After 21 years, Anne Maher has retired from her role as Practice Manager.  From 
1st June Sue Stokes is the new Practice Manager.  Anne has taken on a new, 
part-time role as Business Development/Project Manager.  



 

14 

 

WHIMPLE 
 

 

The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 

ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 
 

01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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When we hear warnings of severe weather we naturally think about 
flooding, storms and snow but severe heat can be just as great a 
concern. Heat related deaths and illnesses are preventable yet 
annually many people succumb to extreme heat due to a variety of 
factors. 

Persistent hot weather during the day and night makes it difficult for 
everyone to cool down. However, those at particular risk are the 
mentally ill, the elderly and the very young, those with mobility 
problems or chronic illness especially heart or breathing problems, 
people who already have a temperature from an infection and those 
who use alcohol or illicit drugs.  

The main risks posed from a heat wave are dehydration which can 
lead to overheating and heat exhaustion. Overheating can make 
symptoms worse in people with heart or breathing problems. The 
symptoms of heat exhaustion include, headache, dizziness, feeling 
sick or vomiting, intense thirst, hot red dry skin, sleepiness, aggression 
and confusion. Heat exhaustion can occur without warning and can 
easily lead to heatstoke which may be fatal if not treated quickly. 

What should you do? 

¶ Firstly, look out for your relatives, friends and neighbours. 

¶ Drink plenty (keep bottles of tap water in the fridge) 

¶ Stay out of the sun during the hottest part, keep to the shade, 
wear a hat and loose thin cotton clothes. 

¶ Avoid strenuous exercise and activities 

¶ Open your windows and close the curtains to regulate the 
temperature in your house. 

¶ Eat more cold foods especially those containing water such as 
salads. 

If you need help call Cllr Sue Ayres 823082. Have a cool summer 

 

 

HOT 

HOT 
HEATWAVE 
WHIMPLE PARISH COUNCIL 

EMERGENCY PLAN TEAM 
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TAYLOR MADE DRIVING  
 

Beginners 

Pass plus 

Pre 17 lessons 

Refresher lessons 
 Diamond advanced driving 

Motorway driving 

******  
Theory & Hazard Perception Tuition 

******  

Male & Female instructors 

High 1st time pass rate 

******  

Patient, Friendly & Fun Tuition 

******  

A local independent driving school 
teaching local people to 

 

ñDRIVE FOR LIFEò 
 

CALL FREE 0800 652 66 69 

Andrew & Jill Taylor 
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Whimple Football 
 

Can we please say a big thank you to Whimple Football Club for their 
donation of Ã208.10p to the Force Centre in Exeter, after the friendly 
match with Rockbeare on the Whitsun bank holiday. Thanks to Geoff 
and Karen for their hard work, also to Jackie and Samantha for the BBQ. 
Thanks also to all the players, young and old, and supporters, who 
contributed to the day's events. 

It would seem that a good day was had by all. (some drink may have 
been consumed). 

Pauline and Den O'Neill. 

WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT 

VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 
 

Since the very successful plant sale in May, all our efforts have been centred 
on getting everything organised for the major event of the year, the Annual 
Flower Show. By the time this edition of the News lands on everyoneõs 
doorsteps, we hope that everybody will be putting the finishing touches to 
their exhibits, or in the case of those entering the flower and vegetable classes, 
hoping that there is something outstanding for the judges to cast their beady 
eyes over! Certainly flaming June has exceeded the last few years and much 
time has been spent running around with watering cans, letõs hope it is all 
worth it on the day! 

The Show is on Saturday 14th August and all exhibits must 
be in the Victory Hall by 10.00 am when the judging 
commences. Full details of where and when to get your 
entries in is in the Schedule. As mentioned in previous 
editions of the News, our Village Challenge is a Scarecrow 
Competition. This is an eagerly awaited contest for this 
yearõs Show and it will be very interesting to see what 
colourful exhibits appear on the day. 

As was very kindly mentioned in the last edition, our project 
this year was to provide some better planters for The Square. 
Hopefully these will provide a colourful addition to this area. 

We are looking forward to another splendid Show and to 
see if the talents of last year can be bettered.  It certainly 
promises to be another very good Show. 

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary.  
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher 
Slewton 
Whimple Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 

RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

 

MP 
Property  

Maintenance  

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating Plumbing,  

Gardening  
General Repairs and Maintenance  

 

 

No Call out charge  
Free Estimates  
24hr callout service  

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 
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Whimple Folk for Whimple folk 
 

What a great night that was, on Sunday 4th July in the Victory Hall when Jim 
Causley and others entertained a packed hall of villagers. The evening was really 
busy on stage, with lots of different singers who entertained us brilliantly.  First 
we had the Denbury Folk, an informal group of pub locals who got together to 
make music in an attempt to save their village pub. They were all talented as 
individuals, and were able to have their own ôspotõ as well as taking part in the 
group songs.  

The comp¯re for the night was Davey Malone and he kept the pace going, as 
well as singing a couple of songs himself. I loved the bar service whereby if you 
wanted some liquid refreshment, you just raised your hand and a keen bar 
person sped to your side. That certainly avoided lots of people wandering all 
round the hall on the hunt for the bar during the music ð good idea! 

Rosie Eade has a great voice but was a little disappointing in that she stood too 
close to the microphone and then gabbled her song introductions ð some 
distance and slowing down would have made a well-rounded performance.  
Says me as a professional panto singer!!!! 

And then, what can you sayéthe man himself, the one and only Jim Causley 
strolled onto the stage and very professionally but informally, sang, chatted, 
reminisced and seemed to enjoy the evening as much as the audience. He sang 
a great selection of songs, and also chatted about his time in the village as a 
child, even taking a detour to recite a Roald Dahl poem that he had told to his 
sisterõs children. It was great entertainment and everyone enjoyed the evening.  

Thanks to John and Alex (the Whimple equivalent of Harvey Goldsmith!) and 
their team of helpers -  well done ð a great night. 

EdH 

 

Whimple Victory Hall  
 

For Village Week we decided to buy some good quality polycarbonate 
ôglassesõ for use both inside and  outside the Hall. We thought that this 
would reduce the risk of broken glass should any be accidently dropped. 

I am pleased to say there were no such accidents but, unfortunately, 
about two dozen of these glasses were never returned after the event. 

So if you do happen to have one we would appreciate it being returned.  

Bob Scanlan 
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JOIN US AT 

ANDY'S RESTAURANT 
PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING SCHOOL, STRAIGHTWAY HEAD, WHIMPLE 

A LA CARTE MENU 

BAR SNACKS 

PARTIES CATERED FOR (UP TO 30 PEOPLE) - CREATE YOUR OWN MENU 

SUNDAY LUNCHES 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL! 

ALSO ASK ABOUT OUR WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES INCLUDING: 

ADULT SWIMMING LESSONS, AQUAFIT 

CHILDREN'S SWIMMING LESSONS, MOTHER & TODDLER SESSIONS ,CHILDREN'S PARTIES 

SAUNA, SOLARIUM 

AND NOT FORGETTING OUR óNATURE'S WAYô BEAUTY CLINIC WITH A FULL RANGE OF 

TREATMENTS INCLUDING MASSAGES, WAXING, AROMATHERAPY, FACIALS, MANICURES ETC. 

TELEPHONE NOW ON: 01404 822196 

OR CALL IN AND HAVE A LOOK ROUND! 

 
 

Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted  

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following  
 

Records. CDôs, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music  

All types of  music, large or small collections  
 

Rock - Pop - 50ôs - 60ôs - 70ôs - Punk - 80ôs 
 

John W Griffiths  

Phone: 01404 823480  

Mobile: 07836 369740  

Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk  
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Louise Turner N.D. Hort  
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort  

Tel 01837 89285     Mob 07811781137 

  e-mail: info@gardenlandscapes.co.uk  

               www.gardenlandscapes.co.uk  

 Garden Design and Construction  
from a single border to a total make-over 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT 
PLANT ADVICE    -    FREE CONSULTATION 

BIG THANKS 
 

Thank you to everyone for their caring and concern during my recent illness. It 
really does help when you are going through a hard time, to know that 
everyone out there is rooting for you. 

Unfortunately, my health problems are ongoing and it could be some time 
before I am really well again. However I remain positive and I hope you will 
still see my cheerful side! 

During my treatment I have so far had four blood transfusions. It made me 
think how grateful I am to those people who had donated their blood. Do you 
donate? If not, why not? I urge you to give the matter some serious thought. I 
used to donate before I had to stop for health reasons and it really is no big 
deal. You can make a real difference for someone else. It does not take long, 
does not hurt and you feel no after effects. 

Also, what about that organ donor card that you keep meaning to complete? 
Why not do it now?  You may have the opportunity to give someone a new 
quality of life.  

Pam Scanlan 
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  
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Blood Donor Sessions will held 

on Wednesday 1st September 2010 

at Payhembury Village Hall 

From 1.30pm to 3.15pm 

and 5.00pm to 7:15pm 

 

W.A.R.T.S. UPDATE  
JULY/AUGUST 2010 

 

Hello and welcome to all new and existing members 
of W.A.R.T.S (Whimple against Rising Tariffs). 

As you will now be well aware, our aim is to 
periodically secure the services of the cheapest oil provider that we can to 
deliver to our 130+ members in the village.  

Our last order on 24th May 2010 was for 38,750 litres of heating oil for 54 
drops in the village.  We secured a price of 41.50 ppl against a best price for 500 
litres of 43.95 ppl and a worst price of 45.6 ppl. 

Please remember:  

Add the dates below to your calendar/diary for future orders 

Payment is required upfront if you have not purchased from the nominated 
supplier in the past. 
 

Intended Order Dates for 2010: 

23rd August 29th November 

and for 2011: 

17th January 21st March 23rd May 22nd August 28th November  
 

 

We would kindly remind you that all orders for oil should be placed at least one 
week before the order date.(Allowing a further 10 days for delivery) 

There is a minimum order requirement of 500 litres 

Existing members (and any potential new members) without e-mail are invited to 
contact John Aiton on 01404 823155 to place their order or register their details 
(name/address/postcode/phone number). 

All others with access to e-mail may contact Graham Batten with their order/
registration details at utilitiesgb@btinternet.com. 
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2011 Census - Would You Like Help to Complete it? 
 The next 10-year census is due to be carried out in March 2011. Every 
household in the country will be sent a very lengthy and complicated census 
form to complete and send back to the Office of National Statistics. There will 
also be a more simple online version.  

 East Devon District Council is keen to give residents as much help as possible 
to complete the census, particularly those who are housebound and would also 
find the form very difficult to fill in accurately, or too daunting to attempt. A 
team of people who currently visit residents on behalf of the Council will be 
provided with a laptop, internet enabled, to visit nominated people to help 
them with the task of completion.  

 Would you like help, or do you know someone who will? 

 East Devon are compiling the list during August so please let us know as soon 
as possible - contact either Whimple Parish Clerk, Gerri Turner, on 823385, or 
any of the Parish Councillors (list on notice board in The Square). 

 

Garden Fencing 
If you are intending to put up garden fencing adjacent to the road please be 
aware that it can only be up to one metre high, unless you apply for planning 
permission for a greater height. 

Planning permission must be applied for retrospectively if fencing over 1metre 
high has already been erected. 

If you are unsure whether you need planning permission free advice is available 
from East Devon District Council. 

 

New Notice boards 
As an ongoing commitment to implement the Parish Plan 
the Parish Council have acquired three notice boards. 

The notice boards have been positioned at the bottom 
of Grove Road, outside the MUGA in Slewton 
Crescent and at Hand and Pen. They are for 
everyone - so please feel free to open them up and 
display your notice. 

 

Whimple Parish Council. 

Whimple Parish Council 
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ARK POTTERY 
STUDIO, SHOP & GALLERY  

 

Wide choice of affordable  

pottery direct from the potters, all 

designed and made on site. Also 

sculptures, pictures and cards.  

 

ENTRANCE & PARKING FREE  

 

¶ Have a go on the wheel!  

¶ Pottery Parties  

¶ Commissions  

¶ Baby Foot Impressions  
 

Find us just off the Ottery/Sidmouth  

Road at Wiggaton (Follow the brown 

tourist signs from Ottery.)  

OPEN DAILY 10 am - 5 pm  

Tel. 01404 812628  
 

email:ark.pottery@mypostoffice.co.uk  
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES  
 
                                                                                                         Est 1979 

 

 

                                                                  PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        S PECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 

 

                                                           Call Barry 01297 552981 
                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        

 

Sarah Evans MFHT  

Treatment Room  

Offers a full range of beauty 

treatments & skincare advice  

Stockist of dermalogica 

products  

Tel 01404 822664 
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Whimple Village Week 2010 
 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who took part in Village Week this year. For once the 
weather was kind to us with only the occasional shower. A great deal of hard 
work goes into arranging all the various events, so it was good that they were 
able to go ahead as planned. 

Well done to all of the village organisations that ran such entertaining events 
throughout the week: The Wac4y team for the Picnic in the Park, such a good 
idea and well worth repeating, Alex and John, raising money for Whimple Scouts, 
for their fabulous folk night, Geoff and Karen of the Football and Cricket Clubs for 
the Kids Football and Cricket and for the skittles competition, Arthur for the Darts 
competition, the History Society for another excellent Walking Treasure Hunt, 
the School for the beetle drive, the Tennis club for its Social Evening, the Young 
Farmers for their Bingo evening, Steve for the Trick Shot Snooker - it was great fun
-  St Maryõs Church for the coffee and cream teas, the bell ringing and the Songs 
of Praise, and, of course, The Friends of Whimple School for Village Day itself. A 
great job was done by so many people, far too many to mention all by name, but 
you all contributed to a very successful week. Well done indeed! 

I would like also to thank the Victory Hall Trustees and a special thank you to the 
Village Week team Ali, Vicky, Kerry, Karen, John, David, George and Pam for 
arranging all the other events that took place in the Victory Hall and the Egg 
Catching - and for their support and hard work in pulling Village Week together in 
such a short time. 

I need to also thank our sponsors, Halls Estate Agents, the Jack in the Green,  and 
other individuals who generously donated prizes for the week. Their support was 
vital in ensuring the success of this yearõs Village Weekõs. Thank you! 

This was the Victory Hallõs year to organise Village Week and I would very much 
appreciate your feedback on how it went. What worked well and what was not 
so good? What events would you like to see again, or possibly you could suggest 
new events for another year? How helpful, or not, was our publicity in Whimple 
News, in the Square and in the Hall? I really would welcome your comments. 
Send them to me by email at bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, or by phone to 822262 
or leave a note with Jim and Alison at the Post Office. 

Bob Scanlan 
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Fun Run: with a record number of entries this year of 94 in total! 
Men:   Tom Camp  with a record breaking fun-run time of 5 mins 49secs 
Women:  Julia Green 
Under 16 boy: Jack Webber 
Under 16 girl: Kitty Macklin 
Key stage 2 boy: Cameron Souter-Frost  
Key stage 2 girl: Anastasia Dominy 
Key stage 1 boy: Jack Delves 
Key stage 1 girl: Sarah OõConnor 

 

Fancy Dress  
Pre-school: Benjamin Hayward Rose ð a pirate 
Key Stage 1: Alice Wooldridge ð original World Cup trophy 
Key Stage 2 Individual: Dulcie Sanders ð the White Rabbit from Alice in 

Wonderland 
Key Stage 2 Group: Peter Betts, Sam Palmer, Robbie Palmer, Tom Palmer, 

Chloe Betts, Anna Sharkey, Stanzie Carpenter 
Key Stage 3+ Individual: Harry Sanders ð The Mad Hatter 
Key Stage 3+ Group: Mark Tierney, Alex Tooze and John Griffiths - Rub a 

dub dub 
Overall winner: Harry Sanders 

 

Parish Field Cycle Time Trial: Alex Tooze in an incredible 38 seconds! 

Darts: 
Singles: Steve Povey 
Pairs: Billy Bloomfield and Julie Palmer 

 

Skittles: 
Children: Highest score in qualifying: Connor Charlton 
Winner Jack Delves, second Connor Charlton and third Connor  Brooks 
Adult: Highest score in qualifying; Becky Window 
Winner Jordan Price, second Matt Matheson and third Mandy Fielding 

History Society Treasure Hunt: The Station House Gang 
 

Trick Shot Snooker: John Griffiths 
 

Egg catching: 
The Junior Egg Cup Winners:  Connor Charlton and Darren Katz at 55ft 
The Whimple Egg Cup winners: Dave Wright and Jeremy Wilson at 70ft 

Music Quiz: There were five fully correct answers, so the winners drawn from 
a hat were: 
First, Adrian Williams, second Michael Mallett and third The Hart Family 

 
 

Village Week Results 
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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 THE PENSION DRAWDOWN COMPANY 
 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 
 
 

FOR UNBIASED, QUALITY FINANCIAL ADVICE BASED ON YOUR  
CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO YOUR NEEDS 

INCLUDING 
 

SAVINGS        INVESTMENTS PENSION PROVISION 
 RETIREMENT OPTIONS   inc ANNUITIES 

LIFE AND CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER     INCOME PROTECTION 
 

Contact:  Bob Diamond at 6 The Withey, Whimple, 
on 01404 822865 or Email r.diamond1@ntlworld.com 

For a free initial consultation 
 

Appointed Representative of The Burns-Anderson Independent Network PLC,  
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority  

 
Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets  

personal care and attention  

 

 

 

(now also looking after small animals)  

01404 822275 

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF   
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Reg Porley 
 

Many of you will know that Reg passed away on Sunday 4th July after a 
brief illness. Reg was a larger than life raconteur, computer buff, steam 
railway enthusiast and sometimes grumpy old man - like myself. We 
always enjoyed putting the world to rights. He was also organist and 
choirmaster at St Maryõs church. Playing the organ was one of his great 
pleasures and I know he was justifiably proud of the choir.  
He will be sadly missed by his wife Christine and his sons Tim and Mark 
and their families. Recent times have been very difficult for Christine 
who has been in hospital these past three months or more. Our thoughts 
are with Christine now and I know she has been receiving tremendous 
support from her friends in the village and at St Maryõs Church. 
Tim and Mark have been truly amazed and grateful for the support and 
friendship they have experienced during this sad time and they would 
like to thank everyone concerned.  
John Aiton  

 

For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

We are also Agents for the Nationwide Building Society 

 

 

 

EAST E RBROO K, 
EATON LTD  
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
   

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 
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CLIFF BENTON 
 

Cliff was born in 1923. He joined the ATC at school, hoping that would lead to 
entry into the RAF, but his short sight prevented that. Instead through the war he 
worked for SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary Force). 

After the war he qualified as a teacher, and taught in several schools, then in 
Pentonville Prison, where he remembers being asked his name by one inmate, 
and on saying "I'm Benton" was told, "Oh, in here we are all bent 'uns." His next 
appointment took him to Dundee where he recognised a young lady, Sonia, from 
the same course he had been on in London, and they married. He became a 
much appreciated step-father to her two sons. They applied for a post with the 
ODA and went to Kenya. They were a bit apprehensive about settling into a 
strange environment. Cliff could have only stayed six weeks on a tourist's visa, so 
he applied for and gained a post as lecturer, and in addition he taught children - 
the children of the contractors in Kenya, people of a wide variety of backgrounds. 
The fact is Cliff loved people, and loved sharing with people knowledge and skills - 
which made him the very best kind of teacher. That contract lasted 2ŉ years, but 
then Cliffs heart trouble necessitated their return home to Willand. As often as his 
heart troubled him, Cliff bounced back; he had a great zest for life. The couple 
continued to be world travellers, though in 1983 he had to undergo a triple-bypass 
op. 

In 1987 they moved to Whimple, first to Strete Ralegh, and pursued a very active 
life there. Cliff joined the Gold Club in Tiverton, and did not improve his handicap 
at all, a sign that to him, sport was for socialising rather than being competitive. 
That seems to express his personality exactly. He just genuinely liked people. He 
undertook meals on wheels, books on wheels, private tutoring, he sold books in 
the NT Killerton book stall and he developed his skill in wood carving, notably 
carving decoy ducks. Cliff joined the Wood Carvers and Wildlife Association, 
which had 200 members, and he was elected Chairman. In Whimple he became a 
member of the school governing body, and in fact became Chairman of that 
body. When the village had its presentation "The Parish Chest", Cliff filled the role 
of the Bishop. He explained that the reason was his was the only head big enough 
to fill the mitre. In Church, they both became members of the PCC, lesson readers, 
and designers of the duty rota. More recently Cliff was one of the founder 
members of the coffee club for retired gentlemen in the village. 

He became increasingly frail physically, though not at all mentally, and had to 
move into the Court at Rockbeare, where he was very well looked after. Cliff had 
willed his body for medical research, so there was no funeral, but on 21st May a 
celebration of his life was held in Whimple Church, attended by 76 people, 
including his son Jonathan from London, with Cliffõs grand-daughter Alexandra. 
Tributes were read out from his step-sons Clive and Rob in America, and Sonia 
expressed her thankfulness for a perfect partnership. 




