
 

1  

 Christmas 2015 

 



 

2 

 

  

 
 

The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and relaxed stay 
at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which transfers 
are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

  

MUSIC DATES 
 

Sunday 13th December 4.00 -6.00pm  Phoebe Lea and The Monarchs    

Friday 18th December Old Skool Rox (School uniform fancy dress)  

New Years Eve Evening  The Keystones and Disco    £5 Tickets  

Sunday 10th January 5.00 -7.00pm  Maggie Reeday  

 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

DustAway 
 

All Work and no play,  
We are here to help  

 

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service 
 

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly  
or One-off Cleans. 

 

Moving house, holiday lets, 
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.  

We also offer an Ironing service 
Fully insured ς all materials supplied 

 

Please call 
Jill 07818484864 

or Tracey 07727168817 
 

V.A.T. Reg. No. 169 7014 86 

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
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Whatõs On In Whimple 

 

December 2015 
 

  4th Over 65s Christmas Party Victory Hall  
  5th Heritage Centre open for Christmas shopping ð 11.00am ð 3.00pm 
  6th Whimple Young Farmers ðChristmas Bingo, Victory. Hall Details page 52 
  8th WI Christmas party  
12th History Society Annual Christmas lunch at the Cricket Club 
12th Front Row Club at Victory Hall - ôTestament of Youthõ - 7.00 for 7.30pm. 

Details page 41 
19th Soup and Sarnie Christmas Special Lunch, Victory Hall . Details on page 10 
21st Carol Singers around the village from 6.30pm 
24th Christmas Eve Carols in the Square 7.00pm. Details page 13 
30th Front Row Club at Victory Hall - ô The Misfitsõ - 7.00 for 7.30pm. Details 

page 41 
31st New Years Eve in The Square. Details page 39 
 

January 2016 
 

  3rd Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers ð Charity New Year Big Breakfast, 
Victory Hall ð 9.00am ð 1.00pm. Details page 49 

11th VPA AGM 7.30pm, Committee Room Victory Hall 
16th History Society ð Wassail starting at the New Fountain 6.30pm. Details 

page 22 
30th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall, 12.00noon to 1.30pm 
30th Pre School Quiz and Curry evening Victory Hall , 7.00 for 7.30pm. Details 

page 25 
 

February 2016 
 

18th The Whimpletons -  ôJack and the Beanstalkõ, 7.30 pm Victory Hall 
19th The Whimpletons - ôJack and the Beanstalkõ, 7.30 pm Victory Hall  
20th The Whimpletons -  ôJack and the Beanstalkõ, 2.00 pm Victory Hall 
20th The Whimpletons -  ôJack and the Beanstalkõ, 7.30 pm Victory Hall 
 Details page 16  
26th History Society Talk at the Victory hall 7.30pm; ôSmuggling in Devonõ with 

Robert Hesketh 
 

March 2016 
 

12th Pre School Easter Egg Hunt. Details to follow 
18th History Society AGM, Victory Hall 7.30pm, followed by Martin Horrell 

talking on ô Medieval Rood Screensõ 
 

April 2016 
 

29th History Society talk at the Victory Hall 7.30pm ð ôMetal detectingõ with Tex 
Hart 
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Ed the Ed 
 

Good people of Whimple, welcome to your Christmas edition ð incorporating a big 
change for us, but hopefully invisible to you. We have changed printers which 
means that this edition is 68 pages big, compared with our previous limit of 64, and 
we feel that the quality of finish remains high. Thanks to Kevin Thompson for all his 
help over the years, and good luck with his new on-line printing venture.   

Page 21 has the heart-warming story behind the Whimple Wonders Calendar for 
2016; we have an interesting village in that the ôpanto menõ used to fight to dress up 
as ladies, and now we have a group who have no inhibitions at all in getting their kit 
off. A great cause, and I hope that you have all bought a copy ð the shop sponsored 
month of August represents the message that we are getting a little behind with our 
orders, in a subtle and tasteful way. At the time of writing, I hear that calendar sales 
have been excellent, and only a few remain ð there will not be a reprint. Get your 
copy now! 

We have a Whimple News delivery vacancy on page 52; we would also like to 
express our thanks to William and Jill Trump who have hung up their delivery bags , 
serving the Strete area  for many years ð and brilliantly, they found their own 
replacement! Welcome to Cara.  

I had ôone of my conversationsõ with Sam Walker ð see pages 28/29, and Sam is a 
perfect example of the mantra ôAsk not what your village can do for you, but what 
you can do for your villageõ. Despite having a busy job and being a full time mum, 
Sam has steered both the PreSchool and Whimple School parents groups to 
amazing levels of fundraising ð Sam is a real gem in our village, and we should all be 
grateful for her magnificent contributions.  

Page 17 gives you valuable information about an opportunity to shape the future of 
our village ð we have a keen team doing the preparatory work for public 
consultation ð please work with them in 2016, for OUR village.  

If you would like to submit an article for the February/March edition, please send it 
either direct to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or just drop it in the Dairy 
Cottage mail box, by Monday 11th January. Thanks! 

The Whimple News team would like to wish you and your families a happy and safe 
Christmas and New Year.  

Ed H 

 

If your Association has an event which you would like listed in õWhatõs on...õ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 
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As in previous years we will be happy to take orders for the Christmas period.  We 
can get boxes ready for collection of all fruit, veg, dairy, bread, meat, cheese, etc.  
There are many pies and pastries we can order but please place your orders as early 
as possible. Some items may need to be ordered two weeks before delivery over 
the Christmas period. 

Opening hours are in the centre of the mag as usual and we hope to have a pot of 
mulled wine and mince pies ready for Christmas Eve to help you get the holiday 
spirit started. 

Newspapers will be available every day apart from Christmas Day. 

Post Office 

Our First Christmas with the Post Office looms and we hope to be able to offer you 
a great service and good advice regarding your posting requirements. Of course we 
only have one terminal, compared to two in the old Post Office so we wonõt be as 
fast as Jim and Alison if there are lots of people with parcels. If you have a lot of 
parcels it may be worth getting a Drop and Go card. You can load this with money 
and leave it and your parcels with an action list for processing later. 

Dangerous Goods 

Regarding parcels, it is now the law that we only accept post we believe will comply 
with the Dangerous Goods Act.  This means we have to ask what is inside the parcel 
and we have a list of items that cannot be sent or may be restricted. These 
restrictions are not only for the safety of the Royal Mail handlers but also for many 
air passengers as Royal Mail use passenger planes to carry some deliveries.  This 
means that anything at risk of catching fire or exploding needs to be carefully 
controlled. 

I hope this explains why it is so important for us to know what is being posted.  The 
questions we have to ask do slow down the posting process but it is essential for 
safety and to allow us to give you a professional service. If something is posted 
without the correct labels, there is a risk that it will be sent to Belfast for assessing.  
This can take weeks and if the contents are prohibited items they will be destroyed 
without you being contacted. 

Having said that a number of items can be sent by Royal Mail that cannot be 
accepted by other couriers. Items such as batteries, nail varnishes, spirits, etc can be 
sent by Royal Mail although there may be some restrictions on the quantity that can 
be sent.  If you are sending anything that you are unsure of, please come and take a 
leaflet on restricted items or ask our advice. 

High value items 
Items posted through the standard postal service are covered up to the value of Ã20 
and if you use the signed-for service this is covered up to Ã50. This does not cover 
sending cash or jewellery.   
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If you need to send anything of a higher value or of a secure nature or you need to 
have it delivered the next day, it is advisable to use the Special Delivery Service.  
Items sent this way are kept separate from standard post and you can track and 
trace them at any time. Items can be sent up to Ã2,500 in  value.  

Useful information 
Just a reminder that our peak times are between 4.30 and 5pm and we have to give 
priority to items that need to be taken by the postman as he has a time frame to 
stick to and cannot be expected to wait. Please try to get to us before 4.30pm  to 
avoid any delays and to ensure next day deliveries and bankings can be processed 
in time. 
 

Last posting days 
Australia and New Zealand ð 10th December 

USA, Canada ð 15th December 

2nd Class UK ð 19th December 

1st Class UK ð 21st December 
 

There are plenty of other deadlines for other countries,  
so if you require any advice, please ask. 

Mark and Jenny 822316 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

 Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Christmas Special Lunch  

by the Soup and Sarnie Team  

12.00noon for 12.30pm  

on Saturday 19th December   
 

Come and Join us  
Bring your own wine, soft drinks will be available  

To book your place ring Ali on 822724 or Den on 823660  

The next Soup and Sarnie Lunch is on Sat 30th January 2016  
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Thank You 
 

Whimple Parish Council would like to thank Councillor 
Billy Bloomfield and his helpers for constructing the 
new planters around the village signs in Church Road 
and at Venn Cross. Along with the one already in 
existence at Knowle Cross, they really enhance the 
entrances to the village. Thanks to Billy for planting up 
the Church Road one and to the VPA for putting bulbs 
in the Venn Cross one ð we look forward to a lovely 
show in the spring. 

 

 

Itõs All New at the New Fountain 
 

Following the change of ownership earlier on this year, Steve has decided to 
move on from the pub to explore new opportunities elsewhere and therefore 
Dominic has taken over sole ownership of the pub. This has resulted in some 
necessary restructuring of the team and so whilst it is farewell to Lee, Charlotte 
has joined us to bring new skills and ideas to the food side of the pub - welcome 
along Charlotte! 

Paddy has created new winter menus combining old favourites with some new 
"winter warmers" and a brand new lunchtime menu with some more budget 
conscious options. These, together with a revised wine menu, are proving 
popular so it is well worth booking to avoid disappointment. We will be 
continuing our fortnightly ôSteak Nightõ theme with some alternative culinary 
themes coming your way in the New Year. Our great take-away menu continues 
to be available on weekdays up until 8.30pm. So rather than cook why not order 
supper and have a drink in the bar whilst it is being freshly cooked for you? 

We are also gearing up for Christmas and New Year. We will be open for drinks 
between 11.00am and 1.00pm on Christmas Day and also, for the first time, 
serving a Christmas Day lunch but book as soon as possible since there are only 
a couple of tables left! Our New Years Eve dinner is already a sell out but why 
not join us for a drink to bring in the New Year? Also from 1st to 24th December 
we will have a traditional Christmas menu available running alongside our 
blackboard favourites. 

So, it is all new at the New Fountain. Why not make a reservation to sample 
great food locally produced or join us for great cask ales and superb wines from 
the Award Winning Regency Wine Cellar?  

We look forward to welcoming you. 

Dominic, Patrick and all the great team at The New Fountain 
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For the attention of the people of Whimple 
ôan opportunity to shape the future of our villageõ 

 

In 2007 a group of volunteers consulted with the people of Whimple and formed 
the Parish Plan. The Parish Plan set out what the residents of the village wanted for 
Whimple. Much has been achieved, but we are now due to update the Parish Plan 
and replace it with a Neighbourhood Plan. Having a Neighbourhood Plan will give 
us greater powers when asserting our needs. It will allow us say what we want for 
Whimple, instead of being told. 

A new group of volunteers supported by Whimple Parish Council has already set 
the ball in motion. Early in 2016 a public launch, outlining the process, will be held 
in the Village Hall. This will be followed by a series of public consultations, during 
which you will be asked to give your views on all aspects of village life. A 
questionnaire will be sent to every household asking for more detailed information. 
Based on all the findings, a draft version of the plan will be written and a final 
version sent to EDDC. However, before the Neighbourhood Plan can be adopted, it 
will be subjected to a final referendum. This will be your last chance to agree or not 
agree with the content. Please note, you can only take part in the Referendum if you 
are registered on the Electoral Roll. Enrol now. 

The Steering Group will be applying for government grants to help with material 
costs and the whole process will hopefully be completed by 2017. 

Please be an active participant and shape the future of Whimple. 

Notification of events will be displayed in Whimple News, notice boards, Victory 
Hall and on Social Media sites ð ôWhimple Whatõs onõ Facebook. Keep an eye out. 

From Peter Bowden 
I have set aside my usual Councillors report this month so that 
news regarding the Neighbourhood Plan is fully reported. A 
huge Thank You to Sue Ayers and her team for all that they have 
achieved so quickly.   

News from France concerns us all but I am sure you will hope for the happiest of 
Christmas Days and the most content of New Years.  

Our children and grandchildren will join us for Christmas for the first time in eight 
years and we are absolutely delighted. 

With best wishes to everyone at Christmas and for the New Year. 

Peter and Ann Bowden 
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Bumble ð For One Night Only 
 

As many of you will know by now. Whimple Cricket Club was honoured when 
Bumble (David Lloyd) England cricket coach, test batsman and Sky commentator 
agreed to help with our fundraising for an electronic score board and probably 
more importantly a new roof. 

When Ben (Silk) first wondered if he could approach him via Davidõs friend Geoff 
ôThe Brigadierõ, he never in his wildest dreams thought Bumble would or could be 
able to give up his precious time, but he did. After a hugely successful and amazing 
evening when, after approximately 270 people were served curries, Bumble took on 
two Question and Answer sessions; stand up Bingo; a 50/50 draw ending up with 
an auction where items of cricket memorabilia signed by members of the England 
Cricket Team went ôunder the hammerõ 

A huge thank you therefore to David Lloyd, The Brigadier, Jules, Ben (Jon Silk who 
thankfully seems to oversee most things Club related) and all who came forward to 
help when needed ð we couldnõt have done it without you. 

Can we now afford to replace the roof and purchase the Electronic Score board? 

Yes! 

Will it happen again? As it was such a huge undertaking, which I appeared to get 
sucked into, I said ôneverõ during the week leading up to it but é watch this space! 

Many thanks 

Liz Silk 

Here are some of the helpers, 
without them the event 
would not have gone so 
smoothly!  

Bumble in full flight. 
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The 2016 Whimple Calendar 
 

With bare faced cheek some of Whimpleõs finest men-folk have been baring their 
cheeks and more, for a charity calendar to raise funds in aid of Marie Curie Cancer 
Care. 

Earlier this year Susie Plank, a well-known resident of Whimple, received the news 
that her mother, Martha, had been diagnosed with terminal cancer.  Determined to 
support the wonderful Marie Curie nurses who cared for her mother, Susie and 7 of 
her close friends, decided to take on the Marie Curie Snowdon Challenge to raise 
money for the charity.  The walk is due to take place in June 2016 with the ladies 
walking under the banner of ôMarching for Marthaõ in memory of Susieõs Mum.  

With the challenge booked, the group set about coming up with fundraising ideas.  
Keen to expand beyond the traditional bake sale, the ladies thought it would be a 
marvellous wheeze to encourage their men-folk to get their kit off for a ôCalendar 
Girlsõ tribute with a twist!  Martha was tickled by the thought and it kept a smile on 
her face. 

Keen to exhibit their carefully honed physiques many chaps volunteered for this 
good cause and after a tasteful photo-shoot, with our local photographer Sue 
Draycott, the calendar is ready for release. Sadly Martha did not get to see the final 
product but her memory will live on through the efforts of Susie, her friends and 
some cheeky Whimple chaps! 

The Whimple Wonders calendar is available to purchase in The Whimple Stores, 
The New Fountain Inn, The Thirsty Farmer and Moor View Motors for the bargain 
price of Ã8.00.  

If the calendar is too fruity for your tastes, Susie and the gang are organising the 
ôFifty Shades of Whimpleõ which is a lampshade making event and a summer garden 
party with a brass band and cream teas.  

Please support the extraordinary Marie Curie Nurses by buying a calendar, coming 
along to an event or making a donation at www.justgiving.com/Marching-for-
Marthaõ.  


