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 Aug/Sept 2012 
 

 

View from The Green towards Rats Castle 8.50am 7th July 2012 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 823713  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 
Reg No: C7050 

Reg no: 4094 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
ñññ 

 

 

 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

Music Dates  
 

Chilli Breeze    24th August  

Thick as Thieves  28th September  

 
 

 



 

4 

 

PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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Whatõs On in Whimple  

 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the availability 
of venues and when booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 

 

September 
 

  1st VPA Annual Flower Show, 2.15pm Victory Hall. See page 59. 

  8th Tennis Club ôOpen Dayõ. See page 17. 

  8th Cricket Club ð Bands - ôCall me Blondieõ and Carnaby Street. See page 48 

10th AGM for the Victory Hall Committee, 7.00pm. All welcome. 

12th  Wasters of Whimple Meeting 

14-16 ôCrafty with Flowersõ, St Maryõs Church. See pages 22 & 23 

21st  Victory Hall  7.30pm Living history presentation  
ôRoman Army ð fact and fictionõ.  

22nd Rescheduled Village Day ð see pages 30 - 33 

29th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall, 12.00noon. 

29th Wasters of Whimple  - Village garage sale. See page 51. 

29th Whimple Cinema night ð 7.30pm Victory Hall. See page 13. 
 

October 
 

12th Wasters of Whimple ôGreen Dealõ meeting. See page 51. 

19th History Society ð Victory Hall 7.30pm ð Auction of Pledges and Promises 
 

November 
 

  3rd Craft Fayre, Victory Hall; Friends of Whimple School. 

16th History Society ð Victory Hall 7.30pm ð a talk about apples. 

23rd Wasters of Whimple ð Local Food ordering night. See page 51. 



 

6 



 

7 

Ed the Ed 
 

Welcome to the August/September edition of your Whimple News. Inside you will 
find details of the rescheduled Village Day, which is now happening on 22nd 
September. Bob Scanlan must be exhausted after the worry and stress of deciding to 
cancel the original date due to excessive liquid sunshine, so well done to Bob and 
his team for taking the right decision. We can now all look forward to a great day on 
the Parish Field. Please support this wonderful event ð it was good last year ð this 
one will be even better!  

I can only apologise for the very racy article by Martin Gammel in the last edition 
where he thought fit to share with us his story of slipping in the shower and having 
to be rescued by ladies from the Ambulance Service and Fire Service. Not a 
comfortable read for people of a nervous disposition. Thankfully he has contained 
himself in this edition, gentle reader.  

A belated congratulations to Marian Daniel for being awarded the British Empire 
Medal for services to the village ð a very well deserved award.  

The Parochial Church Council continue to analyse the comments from the Village 
Survey and we have a two-page report of progress made so far ð well done to them 
for persevering with this project. It is important for the village.  

The VPA are now gearing themselves up for the annual Flower Show on 1st 
September ð this year there will be a new class for best local rice grown in a paddy 
field within the parish boundary.  

Looking at the photo on our cover, I hope that we can all appreciate what damage 
was done by the rain that fell in early July, especially in The Green ð again.  

Now I am a gentleman of leisure, I have been trying to maintain my cycling activity, 
and have discovered the National Trust Cycle Way between Broadclyst and 
Killerton House ð it is a lovely safe ride, and if you want, you can continue on to the 
new cycle track at Killerton (which I havenõt done yet!).  

I donõt normally do this, but I would like to welcome a new advertiser to the News -  
Samõs Country Cakes on page 16 ð no, I havenõt received a freebie cake, but I like to 
see local people doing something that is different, so good luck to Sam in this new 
venture.  

And one (rare) disappointment in the village ð Jim at the PO told me that the 
collecting tin for the Scouts that is normally outside by the books, was taken one 
Tuesday afternoon when the PO was shut. It may not have been a lot of money but, 
for me, it is a sad occurrence.  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE ANY ARTICLES THAT DO NOT INVOLVE 
SHOWERS OR  LADIES FROM THE EMERGENCY SERVICES, THEN PLEASE EITHER 
LEAVE THEM WITH JIM AND ALISON AT THE PO, OR ZAP IT DIRECT TO BOB 
VIA EMAIL USING  bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk BY MONDAY 10th SEPTEMBER. 

Thank you to our kind anonymous contributor for the donation left at the PO this 
month.  

Have a wonderful Village Day!               Ed H 
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 



 

9 

Whimple Post Office News 

We will be closed on  August 27th , Bank Holiday Monday. 
Benefits will be available from Friday 24th if they are due on that day. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
A reminder for  you about our dry cleaning service. 
We have been fortunate enough to retain our three times a week pick-up as we 
are good customers to Johnsons, many outlets have had their service reduced due 
to the rising costs of fuel. 
Our pick ups are Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons. 
That means an item of clothing can be brought in on a Monday  morning, for 
example, and be ready for collection on Wednesday afternoon. 
You can also hire the Rug Doctor from us; if you've not used one before, don't 
worry, itõs very simple and leaves carpets almost dry. 
Johnsons will also clean duvets and curtains. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Mobile phone top ups. 
 

Did you know that you can top up your mobile phone with us? 
Regardless of your network we can either swipe your phone top-up card or print 
out a voucher. If you have a problem with either of these methods we will try to 
help you. 
Using us for this service will help us to keep the Post Office in this village . 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Our grateful thanks for your support 
 

Jim and Alison Creasy 
 

Whimple Post Office Tel 822359 
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An Amazing Journey! 
 

After completing the South West Coast Path 
back in May I felt I had to put pen to paper to 
encourage others to experience this 
wonderful path if they can. 

It all started for me one Christmas 12 years 
ago  when my husband, Jon, treated himself 
to four small books all titled SWCP and  
announced it was an ambition of his to walk 
the path when he retired! After browsing 
through them myself I put it to Jon that it 
might be wise for us to make a start as it 
covered 630 miles. 

So in May 2002 we packed our haversacks 
and, with our dog Lily, set off by train from 

Whimple to Exeter, Taunton and then steam train from Bishops Lydeard to 
Minehead Somerset, where we booked in to our first of many B and Bs. Each year 
after that we returned  for approximately one week to where we had finished the 
previous year to start the  next section until May of this year we finished in Poole 
Dorset. (Sadly Lily had  to retire a short distance from Lands End). 

Interestingly, although we often  moan about our country, our climate, public 
transport etc. we think that nearly  600 miles were walked in dry conditions, often 
sunny and never at any stage were we  let down by trains, buses, boats or B õnõ Bs! 

Many of you will have walked sections of the path and some will have completed it 
but anyone considering doing so really should. Each year was a different but truly 
wonderful experience. 

So thank you to the SWCP Association which does a great 
job maintaining the Path especially keeping on top of 
the problems that rapid erosion brings and, of 
course, to Jon who not only sowed the seed but 
planned each year to perfection. 

What a year to finish, The Queenõs 
Diamond Jubilee, the Olympics, Jonõs 
early retirement and my Diamond 
Birthday! 

Liz Silk  
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE  

For Sale -  pre -owned caravans  

and caravans sold on owners behalf.  

Caravans also bought and sold.  

01404 822116  

or  

07985 179399  

London Road, Whimple  

 
 

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  
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Next Film Night 
Saturday 29th September 

Victory Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wine and cheese reception from 7.00pm 
Film starts at 7.30pm 

 

Tickets Ã5 (includes welcome drink and cheese board) available 
from the Post Office. 
 

Non-ticket holders may be admitted at 7.30pm free of charge 
(subject to availability).  
 

Licensed bar.  
 

Proceeds for purchase of new screen for the Hall.  
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MP 
Property  

Maintenance  

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating Plumbing,  

Gardening  
General Repairs and Maintenance  

 

 

No Call out charge  
Free Estimates  
24hr callout service  

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 
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PLUMBING & HEATING  

 

All aspects of plumbing undertaken  

Professional Wall & Floor Tiling  

24 hour emergency call -out  

NO CALL-OUT FEE 

Competitive Pricing ï Free esti-
mates  

 

No job to small ï give us a call:  

 

07515 711907 or 07743 309096  

or 01626 859037  

 

Anti Social Behaviour 
 

Unfortunately, there has been an increase in antisocial behaviour in the 
village. 

The Village Hall sign has been ripped off the front wall of the Victory Hall. 
Someone climbed onto the window sill, which is now damaged, and from 
there onto the canopy above the front door. The sign had been glued and 
screwed to the highest point above the windows but was still pulled away 
and broken. It will cost around Ã200 to replace. 

Reports have also been made about bad language, assaults and bullying 
involving secondary school children.  

There was also the theft of book money from the Post Office. 

If you see such behaviour taking place, or learn of it happening, please call 
the police immediately. This may well result in an improved police presence. 

The Primary School is writing to all parents of Whimple School about the 
antisocial behaviour. However this is an issue for all of us in the village 
community.                     Maria Wallis 
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West One  Hair Design  
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 
or call in for free Consultation. 

 
  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 
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What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 

 

ôThe Mortgage Makeoverõ 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if youõre paying too much for your 
mortgage. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands of pounds. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay your mortgage 
off early. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 
 

contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
web ð www.stephenclare.co.uk 

email - stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 

post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 

 

(please remember your home may be repossessed 
if you cannot keep up the repayments on any 

mortgage or other loan secured on it) 
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The Ultimate Running Challenge 
Hadrianõs Wall  

 

On the morning of the 22nd June I caught the plane up to 
Newcastle to make my way across to Carlisle in eager anticipation 
of the start of what was no doubt going to be a tough Challenge. 
On the train over to Carlisle the rain was lashing down and I was 
thinking òwhat have I let myself in for?ó. I registered that afternoon 
and got my timing chip and final instructions.  

Saturday morning I woke early ready for 7.00am breakfast and final 
preparations before heading off to the start. It was still raining as it 
had been pretty much since I arrived. When I got to the Castle I 
was informed of a delayed start as the river had burst its banks and 
they were checking the course was still passable. At 8.30am we 
were off and the rain had stopped so things were looking up, apart 
from having to cover 69 miles over the next two days. We had 
barely gone a mile when we came across the burst river and were 
running though six inches of water, my moisture-wicking socks 
were going to have to work overtime! The first day was split into 
two sections of 15 miles and 17 miles. At the 15 mile point we 
were treated to sandwiches, cake, fruit and drink and when I 
reached there after 2ŉ hrs we had still had little rain and not seen The Wall. Just 
after this point both of these were sorted, the heavens opened for 45 minutes and 
just after that we saw the Wall. This second section was more off-road and in many 
places waterlogged which made progress much slower, but I managed to get to the 
end of the first day in 6 hrs 6 minutes. 

The camp site was soaked but did have excellent steaming hot showers and plenty 
of food. Again we had a good soaking overnight and some 250 campers woke with 
not quite so much enthusiasm as the first day. The second day was split into three 
sections, 13 miles, 17 miles and finally 7 miles, starting with a very steep climb. 
Again the first section was comfortable in just over 2 hrs, but then it started to get 
considerably more difficult. There were drink stations at 6 and 12 miles on the 
second section breaking it down. Getting to these points seemed to be the best 
thing to do. Once through this and at the final check point with 7 miles to go - surely 
I can cover 7 fairly flat miles in a couple of hours. But no it was 2ň hrs later before I 
could see the finish. So I stopped for a quick picture, summoned my last bit of 
energy and ran for the line. I completed the event in 14hrs and 19mins. 

So, finally a big THANK YOU to all those of you who gave so generously and helped 
me raise over Ã1,600. Sadly there could only be one winner of the holiday and the 
winning ticket, drawn by Alan Rowe (founder of the Baton), went to my Production 
Manager at work, so while he's away sunning himself I will have to do his and my 
own job - not quite what I envisaged!  

Thanks once again.  Mark Tierney 

 



 

20 

 District Councillorõs Report  
 

Many thanks to those who sent me good wishes for a speedy 
recovery from my fall ð they seem to have worked! The good 
wishes that is. 

I have just obtained from the Council Offices in Sidmouth a 
wonderful wall chart showing the social background, age, 
ethnic, educational and occupational profile of councillors in 
England. In a nutshell the profile (based on a 33%return) 
shows that the average councillor is male (68.5%) and white 
(96.3%). The average age is 59.7 years (72% are over the 
age of 55) and their average length of service is 9.4 years. 
The average councillor worked in the private sector (68.5%)  
24% were drawn from the public sector and 7% from the voluntary sector. 75.8% 
have no caring responsibilities while 24.2% care for at least one dependent.  47.5% 
are retired, 21.0% have full time jobs, 14.6% are self employed and 9.5% work part 
time. Finally, 14% have educational qualifications below NVQ1 / CSE. 12% have 
NVQ2/ CSE, or O level, 13.6% have NVQ level 3, A level, or OND, 55.9% have 
NVQ4, Degree, Higher Degree or Professional Qualification.  Finally, the political 
representation (of those who replied) is: Conservative 50.1%, Labour 20.8%, Liberal 
Democrat 22.0 %, Independent 5.4%. 

This is an interesting profile: although the picture created is common amongst 
councillors in many respects it does not reflect the electorate as a whole and neither 
does it match the makeup of East Devon District Council.  For example the 
percentage of female councillors at E.D.D.C. is below the average (22%) the ethnic 
composition is 100% white, the political profile is Conservative (73%), Liberal 
Democrat (17%), and Independent (10%). There are no Labour Councillors.  Food 
for thought for any of you who might consider becoming a councillor in the future 
as there are many imbalances to address e.g. 50% of the population is female, the 
voting distribution nationally is about 33% for each of the three main parties, and 
only about 30% are over 55. Similarly, ethnic populations other than white are 
desperately underrepresented. However, people with high levels of academic 
qualification are very overrepresented ð Iõll leave you to decide if this is a good or a 
bad thing. Finally, the working experience is also lop sided with something like 60% 
of the working population being employed in the public sector but only 24% 0f 
councillors are from this sector and as for caring in the electorate something like 
50% are actually caring for one or more dependents (children, elderly and infirm 
parents or a sickly spouse). 

The work of the Planning Committee continues apace, but this time I have been 
looking at another aspect of the Councilõs work, namely what happens if a member 
appears to have committed some kind of òmisconductó.  Under the Localism Act 
2011 a new Code of Conduct had to be in force from 1st July 2012.  Monitoring 
officers drafted a new Code for all Councils in Devon, and on June 27th a special 
meeting of the full EDDC met to ratify the Code and a new complaints process.  
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Dear Ed 
I would like to thank you for all the very informative articles we read in 
the Whimple News: the East Devon Councillorõs report in particular. It 
is also impressive to know what changes have been brought about by 
the Parish Council in recent years, and I think we all should 
acknowledge the voluntary work being done for the benefit of 
everyone in the village.        Name supplied 

The membership of the new Standards Committee will be the chairman of the 
Council, four district councillors, two non-voting co-opted independent members 
and two non-voting co-opted parish council members.  As the new code of conduct 
has only just come into existence there is, apparently still much work to be done as 
ð guess what?  Whitehall is not delivering the regulations in time! In addition, as only 
three weeks were allowed between finalising regulations and the implementation of 
the new code, the Council has recommended a full review in one or two yearsõ 
time. So the draft code that has been accepted is still only a draft code, and 
òlocalismó doesnõt seem very local. 

The code consists of two parts ð a general statement of councillorõs public duties 
and private interests and a register of memberõs personal and pecuniary interests, 
which must be updated annually.  Many details discussed at the meeting are, 
unfortunately, confidential. 

Finally, I must report that the ôtree walkõ at Cranbrook was very interesting, although 
we were somewhat disturbed when the first tree we saw with a fence around it to 
preserve it was clearly very dead!  David Colman, the Councilõs Tree Officer, quickly 
put our minds to rest: dead trees are very important for the environment as homes 
and food for beneficial insects and the contractors are careful to preserve them.  A 
lot has been learned about the volume of soil a living tree requires, and all the 
services have been planned to allow for every tree identified as important enough to 
be saved.  The same goes for ancient hedgerows, one of which will actually form 
part of the òTown Squareó being planned for the land beyond the hill where you can 
see houses under construction.  David explained the complications involved in 
building a whole town from scratch: trees cannot always come first and the location 
of the railway station means that a copse of trees must go.  The òrun offó drainage 
areas cannot be left looking like attractive ponds because the site must not attract 
flocks of birds, given the proximity of the other sort at the Airport!  A pity, as we saw 
a delightful little pond that afternoon with a family of foxes watching us from the 
other side, more scared of people on foot than the ones roaring around them on 
huge machines! 

Councillor Martin Gammell July 2012 
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Singing Lessons 

Vocal Coaching 
 

Do you love singing? 

Would you like to find your 
voice? 

Fancy surprising a loved one 
with a song/CD? 

Why not give it a try - come and 
have a taster lesson. 

 

Contact Julia Green: 

07779 139251 / 
r.green2@virgin.net 

 

Whimple Cricket Club 
need a new Treasurer 

 

Whimple Cricket Club 
are looking for a new 
Treasurer from October 
this year as the current 
incumbent is stepping 
down after many years 
of loyal service to the 
Club. We are advertising 
now so that the 
handover period is as 
effective as possible.  

If you are interested in this 
position, or have any questions, 
please contact Jon Silk on 822389 

 

 

Crafty With Flowers 
 

Villagers in Whimple will be getting ôCrafty With Flowersõ in September. This is the 
title for the major Flower Festival to be held in St. Maryõs Church from Friday 14th 
September to Sunday 16th September, when more than 30 arrangements will 
depict local and individual crafts. 

The Festival kicks off with a limited-ticket Preview with wine and cheese on the 
Thursday evening, 13th September, at 7pm when the speaker will be Sarah Chesters 
of RHS Rosemoor and Radio Devon. Her subject will be ôFrom Fashion to 
Horticultureõ. Tickets (Ã6.50) are available from Whimple Post Office. 

On the Saturday evening (15th September) there is a concert in the church by The 
Wyndham Singers, a popular male singing group from Kentisbeare, and again tickets 
(Ã4.00) can be obtained from the Post Office. 

The event concludes with a Songs of Praise on the Sunday evening at 6.30pm. 

The Festival will be open from 10.30am ð 6.00pm each day and ploughmenõs 
lunches and teas will be available in Whimple Victory Hall.  

For more information contact Margaret Bucknell (01404 822319) or Lis Roberts 
(01404 822818) 
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WHIMPLE 
 

 

The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 

ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 
 

01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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The speaker for our June meeting was Barbara 
Baxter whose topic was the 'Casualties Union'. An 
interesting subject where volunteers act as casualties 
for training medical staff and emergency services. 

The July meeting was an open evening and we were 
delighted to welcome a number of guests. Lucy 
Channon gave a talk entitled 'Who would be a tour guide?' Another 
interesting evening, giving an insight into the responsibilities and the lighter 
side of tour guiding.  The names of those interested in attending a course at 
Denman College were entered in a draw for the bursary awarded by Whimple 
WI and one member will have the opportunity of choosing one of the 
excellent courses available.  

We have also enjoyed some social occasions - a skittles evening at the New 
Inn and a fund raising lunch at the home of Ann Bowden.  As usual, there will 
be no formal meeting in August but we look forward to a tea party at the 
home of one of our members. 

If you would care to join Whimple Women's Institute just contact our 
President, Avril Ellingham (822945) for more details.           Rosemarie Burrows 

(not VAT registered) 

Please contact me for all 
your carpentry and joinery 
needs, i.e. doors, windows 
and furniture, I will be 
pleased to give you a 
quotation.  

    Email: jbrewer2410@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 
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Louise Turner N.D. Hort  
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort  

Tel 01837 89285     Mob 07811781137  
  e-mail: info@goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk  
       www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk  

 Garden Design and Construction  
from a single border to a total make-over 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT 
PLANT ADVICE    -    FREE CONSULTATION 


