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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and relaxed stay 
at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which transfers 
are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu  

changed daily  

alongside traditional  

ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 
ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 

LIVE MUSIC DATES 
 

Friday 9th December:  EVENTINE 

Friday 16th December :    THE WYNDHAM SINGERS 7.30pm 

Sunday 18th December: MAGGIE REEDAY 4.00pm - 6.00pm 

NEW YEARõS EVE:  STILETTO Ã7: Tickets Only 

Sunday 15th January:  CASTLETOWN 4.00pm - 6.00pm 

Friday 27th January:  WOOD PRYERS 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

4094 

DustAway Ltd. 
 

All Work and no play,  
We are here to help  

 

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service 
 

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly  
or One-off Cleans. 

 

Moving house, holiday lets, 
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.  

We also offer an Ironing service 
Fully insured ς all materials supplied 

 

Please call 
01392 427776 (office) 
or 07879 427333 (iris) 

 

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
info@dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
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Whatõs On In Whimple 

December 2016 
 

10th Christmas Fun Day for Children, Victory Hall 9.30am - 12.30pm;  
 details page 28 
10th Front Row Club film, Victory Hall ð 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
10th History Society Christmas Lunch, Cricket club 12.00 noon 
11th Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers Christmas Bingo, Victory Hall; 
 details page 53 
13th WI Christmas Party, Victory Hall 
14th WI Christmas Lunch, Thirsty Farmer 
17th Soup and Sarnie Christmas Special Victory Hall, 12.00 for 12.30pm;  
 details page 14 
18th Christmas Service, Cotley Farm - 9.00am 
24th Christmas Eve Carols in the Square ð 7.00pm; details page 21 
31st New Yearõs Eve Celebrations in The Square - 11.45pm; details page 23 
 

January 2017 
 

10th Project launch and information evening for Community Theatre4All,  
 St Maryõs Church 7.30pm; details page 45 
17th  Wassail ð starting at New Fountain 6.30pm for singing rehearsal, 
 setting off at 7.00pm; details page 19 
23rd VPA AGM, Victory Hall 7.30pm; details page 46 
28th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall 12.00 noon ð 1.30pm 
28th PreSchool Quiz and Curry - Victory Hall; details page 10 
 

February 2017 
 

3rd On a Whim Promotions present Gaz Brookfield at the Victory Hall; 
 doors open 6.30pm; see posters for details 
16th The Whimpletons present ôThe Witches of Whimple at the Victory Hall 
 Evening performance 7.30pm; details page 12 
17th The Whimpletons present ôThe Witches of Whimple at the Victory Hall 
 Evening performance 7.30pm; details page 12 
18th The Whimpletons present ôThe Witches of Whimple at the Victory Hall 
 Matinee performance 2.00pm; details page 12 
18th The Whimpletons present ôThe Witches of Whimple at the Victory Hall 
 Evening performance 7.30pm; details page 12 
 

April 2017 
 

22nd A rehearsed reading of T.S. Elliotõs ôThe Four Quartetsõ,  
 St Maryõs Church;  details page 45 

 

If your Association has an event which you would like listed in õWhatõs on...õ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 
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Ed the Ed 
 

Welcome to the Christmas/January edition of your Whimple News. 

Thank you to everyone who so keenly responded to the advert for a deliverer 
vacancy in the last edition ð I was delighted with quantity and speed of those 
responses! And thank you to our dedicated team of deliverers who battle through 
the elements to get this to you every couple of months.  

We are off to the wedding of Peter and Vicky Bartlett-Horwood this weekend and it 
triggered memories of something I was involved with at friendsõ weddings when I 
had hair ð when the best man had delivered his speech, a number of us suddenly 
stood up with score cards for his performance. No, I didnõt do that to Pete Salter, 
the best man this weekend! And at the other end of the scale, just to provide some 
balance, a husband of a couple just celebrating 50 years together was asked what 
he hoped for, and he replied that if he got married again, he would like a speaking 
part. 

You will see that this edition contains the first advert for the 2017 pantomime which 
has escaped from Neil Walker. The script, as ever, is meaningless and can only seen 
as a guide to the start and finish of the performance. It may be safely forgotten, or 
deviated from, if the cast think they can do better (you would never see Miles and 
me do that in our hey day!) 

You will see that the village shop is gearing up for Christmas ð see pages 8 to10 ð so 
glad I never put my hand up for Post Office duties! We had a surprise find in the 
shop a few weeks ago ð on kneeling down and looking under the display shelves, 
(an annual event) we found a metal shoe horn! And as we donõt sell shoes, that 
confused us! Perhaps it is an omen of future customer needs.... 

Good luck also with the selection of 11plus questions (pages 42-43) that Helicopter 
John found in his loft recently. We hope you enjoy the article reflecting a lovely chat 
I had with the ever-young Pam Brooks. 

2017 looks like it will be busy with articles on the Unearth Project which sounds 
very exciting, and the Community Theatre 4All (page 45). 

Looking forward to doing the full Wassail on 17th January with you ð I hear that this 
yearõs crop of apples has been very good, so the Wassail can take the credit for that! 
I have had an early Christmas present in that my latest blood test, after my prostate 
cancer adventure earlier this year, showed normal which is great news for me and 
the current Mrs H.  

If you would like to contribute to the Whimple News, then please either email  Bob 
on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or drop it in the post box at Dairy Cottage opposite 
the New Fountain by 11th January ð thank you. 

The Whimple News team wish you and your families a happy and safe Christmas 
and New Year.  

Ed H 
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 Looking forward to Christmas, donõt forget you can avoid the Christmas Eve queues 
in the supermarkets by ordering your fruit, veg, bread, dairy and other provisions 
with us. We can have your order ready for collection on Christmas Eve and you can 
enjoy a mince pie and glass of mulled wine with us. Order sheets will be available 
and the shop will be open until noon on Christmas Eve. 

Our fruit and veg comes from Dart Fresh who have a large range available. Bread 
comes from Shauls bakery and our dairy products are supplied by Ross Cottey. We 
were all very sad that Ashclyst Dairy ceased trading and even sadder that it has 
proved so difficult to find a local milk supply. Most local dairy farmers send their 
milk away for production so we are currently stocking Roddaõs milk and cream from 
Cornwall and Bruton Dairy Organic milk from Somerset. Ross is also able to offer a 
ôcream by postõ service and paperwork will be available in the shop. He can also 
provide goat and ewes milk on request.  

Before Christmas we have some lovely cards, wrapping paper and goodies and if 
you are after a specific item we can try to source it for you, so please feel free to talk 
to us. 

As usual over the Christmas period we will open most days so that you have the 
opportunity to pop in for newspapers and essentials.   

Post Office 
The last posting dates are in the shop window or can be accessed on the Royal Mail 
website. We also have a range of leaflets in store to help. 

Tuesday 20th December is the last day for 2nd Class post. 

Wednesday 21st is the last day for 1st Class post. 

Thursday 22nd is the last day for special delivery options or Friday 
23rd if using the Saturday guaranteed service. 

We expect to be busier than usual in the Post Office and we only have one terminal 
to use so it is difficult to speed up the process. However, if you are in the queue and 
just want stamps, come to the shop till and we will try to serve you there. Similarly 
we will have a size guide at the shop till if you just need to check sizes. 

As more mail is being put onto flights the security questions are essential to ensure 
safety for all involved in the delivery process. You will be asked at least 5 questions 
to ensure you are getting the correct service and your parcel is safe to send: 

Where are you sending your mail? We need to know this to give you the correct 
price for overseas services. 

When do you need it to get there? 1st class post is estimated to take 1 day, 2nd 
class is estimated to take 2-3 days but neither is guaranteed. If you need something 
to arrive the next day there is a special guaranteed service that can get it there by 
9am or 1pm the next day. Prices for this service start from Ã6.45 and increase if a 
Saturday guarantee is required. 
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What is inside the parcel? It is essential that we know what is inside the parcel as it is 
our responsibility to ensure it is safe to post. To ensure safety we have to ask this 
question and we have to ask you to put your sender details on your parcels. 
Without this information we are unable to accept a parcel. There are of course 
some items that canõt be posted and a full list is available in store or on line. This 
time of year it is worth highlighting things such as restrictions on perfumes, nail 
varnishes and alkaline batteries which can only be posted if they are in their original 
packaging. It is generally things that can become flammable or are potentially 
dangerous when handled so if you are unsure, please ask us for guidance. 

What is the value of the goods? We need to know this to ensure you get the correct 
compensation should your parcel get lost. Normal 1st and 2nd class mail would give 
you Ã20 compensation. The signed for service would give you Ã50 compensation. 
Neither of these options would cover any cash, gift cards or jewellery posted. If you 
were sending these items or anything worth more than Ã50 you should be using the 
Parcelforce options which cover large parcels up to Ã100 or special delivery which 
covers goods up to Ã500. Both of these options can have the compensation value 
increased at an additional cost providing the goods are permitted for that service. 

Would you like a signature? If you want to know when an item has been received 
you can opt for the signed for service. This post is treated as 1st or 2nd class mail 
but it needs to be signed for on delivery and you have a reference number you can 
use to see when it has been received. If you need to track an item you would need 
the Parcelforce or special delivery options as this mail is kept separate from the 
other mail and you have a reference number that can be tracked throughout the 
mailing process. 
 

The Christmas stamps this year are red robins for 1st class mail and blue snowmen 
for 2nd class. There is also a small supply of 1st and 2nd class Madonna and Child 
stamps available. Christmas stamps are available in books of 12 only or we have 
them loose as well. 

For overseas cards it is worth mentioning that once the card goes over 20g in 
weight the price band increases. For cards under 20g going to Europe the cost is 
Ã1.05 and this increases to Ã1.52 for letters from 21-100g. For cards under 10g 
going to the rest of the world the cost is Ã1.05 and this increases to Ã1.33 up to 11-
20g and then Ã2.25 21-100g.  

Please feel free to come in and use the scales to check weights if you have lots to 
send or talk to us about the best options available to you.  Size matters also so 
please check this with us. You can send a UK parcel weighing under 2kg up to 
45x35x16cm in size for as little as Ã2.85 (2nd class). If the parcel is still under 2kg 
but is bigger so measures up to a maximum of 61x46x46cm the price increases to 
Ã4.95 2nd class. Once the parcel goes over 2kg the prices increase significantly so 
come in and talk to us or just use our scales and guides to help you calculate 
postage charges. 

The whole postal service sounds complicated but we are happy to help. 
We do have to ask questions but this is to ensure safety and to 
help you. (contõd) 
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Donõt forget that the Post Office wonõt be open when the shop is only open for two 
hours. Otherwise the Post Office is open the same times as the shop. Cash 
withdrawals at the Post Office have no charges and most banks are supported (cash 
cannot be withdrawn on credit cards or cashpoint cards). 

From all of the team at Whimple Stores we look forward to seeing you over the 
Christmas period and we hope you all have a relaxing and happy holiday. 

Mark and Jenny 822316 
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§PORTRAITS  

§BODY BEAUTIFUL  

§WEDDINGS  

§COMMERCIAL  

 

www.suedraycottphotography.co.uk  
 

suedraycott@rocketmail.com  
 

Home: 822969  
Mobile: 07793 388012  
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets  

personal care and attention  

 

(now also looking after small animals ) 

01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF  
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 Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Christmas Special SoupõnõSarnie 

with special seasonal soups  

12.00noon for 12.30pm  

on Saturday 17th December   
 

Come and Join us  

Bring your own wine, soft drinks will be available  

To book your place ring Ali on 822724 or Den on 823660  

The next Soup and Sarnie Lunch is on Sat 28th January 2017  
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Hello my name is Star 
 

On behalf of my friends at Munchkins Miniature Shetland Rescue I would like to say 
a big thank you to the people of Whimple for putting their spare change in our 
collecting box in The Whimple Stores.  

This money is really important to us as most of us have come from backgrounds of 
ill treatment or neglect so our vet and farrier bills are higher than usual. Some of us 
need regular medication and also hoof trims due to laminitis (a painful, inflammatory 
disease of the hoof which Shetlands are prone to).  

We live outside with shelters and donõt eat a lot but we need hay throughout the 
winter when the grass is not growing and our oldies need feeds every day through 
winter to keep them going so money is always an issue despite lots of fund raising 
during the summer.  

We are a very happy herd and are grateful to Tammy and Paul, along with their 
merry band of volunteers, for a safe, loving home for life if we need it (some of my 
better behaved friends can be adopted so room is made for other Shetlands 
needing rescue). 

If you would like to know more about us please go to our website: 
 

www.mini-munchkins.org  
 

or find us on Facebook. 
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Councillors Report 
 

I write this report at a desk full of paper, reports and 
emailed opinions. The recent decision by the local 
Care Commissioning Group to save money by 
reducing the number of community hospital beds 
has given rise to an exceptional rebellion. I was 
asked to lead a small group from EDDC in order to 
prepare a response to the CCG and government. 
We have tried to be understanding but our 
conclusion is that the CCG have put patients at risk 
and the process must be abandoned until the properly staffed care in the community 
packages and processes are in place. We will not turn our backs on the process but 
will continue to work towards a proper and safe solution. 

Sadly I have also learned that Sara Randall-Johnson has stepped down from the 
Village Neighbourhood Plan Team. She picked up this project and set it on course, 
especially arguing for a defined parish boundary. The additional workload that 
resulted has meant she seeks someone to join the committee and to help move this 
forward. If you feel that you might like to have a go please tell John Griffiths. 

Everything happens in threes and last night was no exception as the heavens opened 
and the first real storm of the winter dumped inches of rain over Devon. The sheer 
weight of water flooded many small and isolated homes and some roads remain 
blocked including the B3177 at Otter Nurseries and the B3180 at Woodbury (by a 
fallen tree). In general East Devon was not badly hit but a number of homes in the 
village were overwhelmed for a variety of reasons. Please tell me if you cannot find 
the support you need to repair the damage. 

Furthermore the parish has been asked to comment on the future make up of our 
parish and East Devon ward boundaries. It has been determined that EDDC will have 
one extra councillor (60) each representing approximately 2100 electors (between 
1900 and 2300) in a district expected to have a voting public of 125,880 ð including 
Exmouth (our largest town) and Cranbrook (our newest town). The choices for 
Whimple include our existing match with Talaton, a move to share with Rockbeare 
instead and other options involving Ottery Rural, Clyst St Lawrence and Clyst Hydon. 
Personally I believe that our existing match with Talaton is working very well and I 
have voiced (and written) my opinion. Please go to the East Devon Website follow 
the links and make your concerns and opinions known. 

As I write this in mid November, it seems odd but this is the last village news to 
appear before Christmas. In which case I wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and 
a prosperous New Year. 

Peter 

email: pbowden@eastdevon.gov.uk or peter.bowden@devon.gov.uk Tel: 823450 
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Wassailing 
Tuesday 17th January 2017  

 

This yearõs wassailing will start at the New Fountain Inn at about 6.30pm. for the 
usual rehearsal. We will then move off at about 7.00pm for the first wassail 
ceremony, which will be around the Societyõs Whimple Wonder tree which is in the 
car park behind the Heritage Centre. We will then proceed up Church Road to 
Lower Woodhayes Orchard for the second wassail ceremony and will then move 
back to the Square, via Dince Hill Close, where we will gather near the tethering 
stone to remember the Societyõs first Chairman, John Shepherd. We will then 
continue along Town Lane and Broadclyst Road to the orchard adjacent to Knowle 
Cross Farm for the third and final ceremony of the evening, courtesy of Jim and 
Mary Chard. The last port of call will be at the Cricket Club for traditional wassail 
refreshments. We would urge everyone to enter into the spirit of the evening by 
wearing traditional dress and bringing  ôinstrumentsõ that will make sufficient noise to 
waken the trees and ward off the evil spirits in the apple trees. Wassailing Mugs and 
T-shirts will be on sale on the evening. 
 

FIRST TWO VERSES OF THE WASSAIL SONG FOR TUESDAY 17th JANUARY 
 

(We always sing the first two verses of the Wassail song , copies of which are 
handed out on the night. Here is your very own copy to bring with you! You can 
now practice your singing over the next few weeks!) 
 

A-Wassail, a-wassail! The Moon she shines down; 

Our apple s are ripe and our nuts they are brown, 

Whence thou mayest bud, dear old apple tree, 

And whence thou mayest bear, we sing unto thee. 
 

Chorus......... 

With our wassail, wassail, wassail! 

And joy come to our jolly wassail! 
 

O apple tree prosper, bud, bloom and bear, 

So we may have plenty of cider next year. 

And where thereõs a barrel, we hope thereõll be ten, 

That we may have cider when we come again. 
 

Chorus........... 

With our wassail, wassail, wassail! 

And joy come to our jolly wassail! 
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Christmas Eve  Carols 
 

7.00pm in the Square 

(in Church if wet or too cold) 
 

Musicians, if you would like the music in advance ð  

please ring Emma Palmer on 

823083 music available in advance. 
 

  Collection in aid of  

  Devon Air Ambulance 
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Villages in Action Rural Heritage project  
 

Unearth ð Discovering the Hidden Histories of Devonõs Rural Communities. 
 

Between now and July next year, Villages in Action will be working in Whimple on 
an exciting, new heritage project called ôUnearthõ.  

Village in Action (ViA) is the rural touring scheme for Devon ð that means that they 
organise performances and projects to take place in villages from East Devon to 
West Devon, and from Mid Devon to South Hams. You may have been to a ViA 
show in the Victory Hall ?  

ViA have recently been successful in obtaining a grant from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund to coordinate the Unearth heritage project taking place across two years in 
eight villages and Whimple is one of the eight! 

The Unearth project will help villages to explore, share and celebrate their 
fascinating local history. 

Each village will look at the history that is already known and will take part in further 
research supported by partner heritage organisations - the South West Film and TV 
archive and the Devon Heritage Centre - to unearth local happenings, stories, 
customs and traditions, including a focus on any stories connected to each village 
hall. The Film and TV archive will be visiting Whimple to run a film evening in the 
new year where they will show archive footage, TV clips and more associated with 
Whimple and the surrounding area.  

After the research has been completed, the Whimple stories will be shared with 
musicians, actors and artists who will then work together to create a multi-media 
performance piece to be performed in the Victory Hall in the Summer of 2017.  

So, watch out for details in the Whimple News of the film show and the final show.  

If you are interested in finding out more information about the project or would like 
to know how you can become involved contact the Unearth project co-ordinatior, 
Kate Green on villagesinaction@gmail.com or phone on 07976 712849 

 

Thanks from Jan Begent 
 

I want to say a heartfelt òThank youó to everyone for their help, their cards and 
their good wishes at the time of my sudden illness. I am now on the road to 
recovery. The friendship I have experienced in this village is truly wonderful.   Jan 
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Come and join us in the Square at around 11.45pm on New Year's Eve 
Bring candles to light your way. Hear the church clock chime midnight 

The church bells will be rung to welcome the New Year 
Mulled wine will be served in The Square 
We will sing 'Auld Lang Syne' together 

( The church will be open ) 

Mark and Sally will once again serve mulled wine from No. 1 The Square ð 
next door to Whimple Stores. Donations of wine will be gratefully 
accepted!  Please deliver to No.1 The Square or to Whimple Stores. 

Thank you 


