
1 

 

 Christmas 2007 
 

 



2 

 

 

The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 
ñññ 

 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
 

    

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 
SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  
EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

MUSIC DATES 
 
   Discos  

Fri    7th December  
Sat    8th December  
Fri  14th December  
Mon 24th Dec (Xmas Eve)  
Mon 31st  Dec (New Years Eve)  

Live Music  

Fri  25th January  
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St Maryõs Church 
For Christmas Services see page 12 

 Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  
   11.00am  Celebration Service  
 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 
 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Service 
 4th Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut
 5th Sunday 11.00am Joint Benefice Communion 

WHATõS ON IN WHIMPLE 
 

December 
  2nd Advent Carol Service, Whimple Church, 6.30pm 
  4th Christmas Floral Decorations Evening, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
  7th Over 65õs Christmas Party, Victory Hall, 7.00pm for 7.30pm 
  8th Christmas Fun Day for Children, Victory Hall, 10.30am-3.30pm 
  8th Orchard Harmony, St Maryõs Church, 7.30pm 
  9th Christingle Service, Whimple Church, 3.00pm 
15th Special Lunch by Soup & Sarnie Team, Victory Hall, 12.00noon -1.30pm 
16th Christmas Celebration Service, Whimple Church, 11.00am 
17th School Christmas Fayre, Victory Hall, 2.00 -3.20pm 
23rd Carol Service, Whimple Church, 6.30pm 
24th Carols in the Square, 7.00pm 
24th Midnight Communion, Whimple Church, 11.30pm 
25th  Christmas Day Service, Whimple Church, 11.00am 
29th Cardboard and Plastic Collection, Village Car Park, 11.00am-2.00pm 
31st New Years Eve in the Square 11.45pm 
 

January 
14th VPA AGM, Committee Room, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
19th Soup & Sarnie  Lunch in the Victory Hall, 12.00noon to 1.30pm 
26th Curry and Quiz Night, details tbc 
 

February 
  7th VPA Talk and Demonstration, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
14th Valentines Candlelit Dinner, Victory Hall 
21st Panto, The X, The Bad and the Ugly, Victory Hall, 6.30pm 
22nd Panto, The X, The Bad and the Ugly, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
23rd Panto, The X, The Bad and the Ugly, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  



5 

 

Ed the Ed 
Welcome to our Christmas edition. You will see that the village has many events 
planned for the next few weeks, so go out and enjoy them to the full! 

I am delighted to see that the Carols in The Square are continuing, as that is my 
signpost to Christmas (see page 39). The collection will be for the Neuro Unit at 
Derriford where Tom Lambert received such excellent care following his recent 
illness, and we are all delighted that he is making such progress on his return 
home. I see that the Wild Woman of Whimple Wailing, that Julia Green, will be 
getting amongst it at the Carols, so the evening will certainly have enthusiasm, 
energy, and fun. Anyone caught singing out of tune is automatically offered a 
role in the pantomime. 

I regret that we have included a page in this edition that will shock, stun and 
cause outrage, offence and fear. I refer of course, to the panto advert warning 
you of perilous times at the end of February.   

The News team would like to thank the VPA and the Thirsty Farmer Quiz teams 
for their kind donations ð help like that keeps the magazine going.  

Alex Spry has shared with us his very interesting plans for a DIY shed. I just hope 
that this does not lead to a spate of door thefts in the village ð it could be the 
start of true open plan living! (question ð if the shed is made out of old doors 
how do you know which one to come in and out of?) 

On Christmas Day, the current Mrs H and I like to have a quick perambulate, and 
that reminded me that a couple of years ago, we had reached the giddy heights 
at the top of Woodhayes Lane by the phone mast. As we were taking oxygen 
and Kendal mint cake, the current Mrs H suddenly asked òDid I turn the potatoes 
off?ó. What started as a gentle leg stretch suddenly turned into a frantic òOh my 
goodnessó or words of that kind and a gallop (in my world it was a gallop) back 
down the hill, dashing past a couple we had only just overtaken on the way up 
who gazed at us in bemusement (as many people do anyway). We got back to a 
dry saucepan and manky potatoes but were unable to enjoy the sauna in the 
kitchen as neither of us could breath!  

I would like to thank our team of deliverers for all their hard work over the past 
year, and their invaluable help with the distribution of the Village Plan updates. 
See page 41 for a rare opportunity to join this band of fearless Logistical Support 
Solution Providers. 

If you would like to contribute articles for our next edition, please leave them 
either in the Post Office with young James or the fragrant Alison, or direct to 
Roberto Di Scanalloni the famous Italian soup maker, on 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by Monday 14th January.  

The Whimple News team wish you a Merry Christmas and a happy and safe 
2008. 

Ed H (Downhill Runners-R-Us) 
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  

 

Liberte                  HOLIDAYS                      
 

...Your French connection South of France:  

Long lazy sunny days in a beautiful French villa,  with communal 
pool right on the Mediterranean coast.  

Sleeps up to six and includes patio garden with barbecue. Satellite TV, 
washing machine, bike and roller-blade hire, wind surfing, kite surfing 
and sand sailing, as well as horse riding and go carting and on the edge 
of a nature reserve.  

Situated near all major airports (Flybe, Ryanair, Easyjet) and airport 
collection available. Auto train to Narbonne from Calais; 10 min drive 
from motorway. Prices from £70 p.p./during July and August (price based 
on 6 people sharing). Also countryside B & B available and assistance 
with house searches and relocation available. 

Please visit: www.liberteholidays.com  or phone Janine or Paul on 

00 -33 -468 -44 -12 -08  
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 Whimple Post Office News 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 What a year it has been, with our ongoing threat of closure and the strikes, it 
has certainly been an eventful one. We would like to thank all of you who 
have given us your support over this difficult time. The strikes may well be in 
the past now but our future is as uncertain as ever. One thing is for sure each 
and every time you use one of the services we offer, you are making a 
difference. 

We are particularly grateful to those who pay bills and utilise their bank 
accounts through us.  

We also sell a large selection Christmas Cards and gift wrap and packaging 
materials. 

ôChristmas Greetings from Whimpleõ cards remain as popular as ever and are 
the same prices as last year. Special ôTipsyõ Marmalades will also be available 
soon - just as soon as Iõve found the Whisky that Jim keeps well hidden. 

Now for those all-important posting dates for the Christmas period. 
 

 Date      International AIR Mail  

Friday  7th December  South and Central America, Caribbean, Africa,  
  Middle East, Asia, Far East (except Japan),  

 Australia and New Zealand. 
Monday  10th December USA, Canada, Japan .and Eastern Europe. 
Thursday 13th December Western Europe. 
 

       and for the UK 
 

Friday  14th December Standard parcels 
Monday  17th December Second Class 
Thursday 20th December First Class 
Friday  21st December Special Delivery/Saturday Guarantee 
Saturday  22nd December Special Delivery 

 

Wishing you and your families a very Happy Christmas  

Thanking you all for your continuing Support. 

Jim & Alison 

 

 
Whimple Post Office 822359   
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FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

 

Roast the Turkey, decorate the tree, 
Jesus born in Bethlehem, joy for you and me 
Trudge the Winterõs snow, merry carol sing 

Jesus born in Bethlehem, Godõs little Saviour King 
Bitterness and strife, this world must cast away, 

Jesus born in Bethlehem, This Happy Christmas day! 

In his play ôTwelfth Night, Shakespeare said òIf music be the food of love, play 
on, give me excess of it, Oh! It came over my ear like the sweet sound that 
breathes upon a bank of violetsó. I would even go one better òIf music be the 
food of LIFE and LOVEó. Can you imagine what a sad world it would be if we 
would never hear the sound of music? In nature there are so many sweet 
sounds, the enchanting twittering and songs of our birds, the sound of the 
murmuring brook, the sound of the breeze rustling the leaves, the sound of 
church bells - music is all around us every day. What is more enthralling than 
the sound of human voices expressing joy and hope! We are very fortunate in 
England that the great tradition of church music is still upheld in our cathedrals. 
Our cathedral choirs are second to none, the sound of choristers is heavenly 
and it is obvious when you see them singing how happy they are to perform. 
We are lucky to have such talented choir masters and organists and the quality 
of their music will blossom at Christmas, when Carols old and new will 
resound. What Joy! 

Of the many, lovely Christmas stories and legends I have come across, the one 
I have discovered lately enchanted me by its simplicity, the story of a very 
humble spider. When Mary and Joseph were fleeing to Egypt to protect their 
newborn son Jesus from the cruelty of a Roman emperor, they were pursued 
by a company of Roman soldiers and, in despair, sought refuge in a cavern on 
the hillside. A spider noticed them and took pity on them and, to make their 
refuge a bit safer and warmer, spun a thick and most intricate web across the 
opening so that the soldiers could not find them. Indeed they hurried past and 
so the Holy family was saved. 

When they journeyed further, they rested under a maple tree which to this day 
is known as a tree full of grace. As they stopped and were thirsty a well sprung 
up and the water refreshed them. If you remember when the angels 
announced the good news to Mary they called her ôMary Full of Graceõ, and 
the angels burst into sound with trumpets and voices. 

Evening dawns to a peaceful close 
Time to wend our homeward way 
Sure that after a nightõs repose 

Weõll wake to a brighter smoother day 
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Have you ever wondered why Christmas Turkeys are called Turkeys? When, in 
fact, they originated in North America. When travelling Europeans first 
discovered wild turkeys in the United States they thought they were the same 
birds as the ones called the African helmeted guinea fowl. These were known in 
England as the Turkey cock because it was imported from Africa through Turkey 
and the name stuck. In France turkeys are called dindon for the male bird and 
dinde for the female. The wild turkeys are still found in most of the states of 
North America. They are very different from the domesticated which were bred 
from the wild ones which were good flyers and are called gobblers as they 
gobble their food. Apparently Benjamin Franklin would have preferred the wild 
turkey to have been chosen as the national emblem of the United States of 
America rather than the bald eagle. He wrote this to his daughter in a letter 
stating that the bald eagle was a bird of bad moral character because it was too 
lazy to fish for itself and stole from fish hawks. He went on to write òThe turkey 
is a much more respectable bird and a bird of courage who would not hesitate 
to attack Grenadiers of the British Guardó. 

And to finish my Christmas message this is the story of the Innkeeper in his own 
words: 

òHow could I tell?ó the Innkeeper asked 
òHow could I have known tõwas he? 

There were just a carpenter and his wife 
Come up from Galilee. 

I would have bade them enter 
And found them food and wine; 
If only theyõd explained to me 
If only thereõd been a signé.ó 

In our own County of Devon in the year 2001 when the foot and mouth crisis 
was at its peak, the despair of our farming community was great and a big 
service was organised for all the county for a day of prayers at Exeter Cathedral. 

People from the Tor Valley who saw pyres of cattle burning on the surrounding 
hills were in despair and yet when they saw the flames soaring towards heavens 
and projecting such a beautiful scenery, they were inspired to bring hope out of 
despair by organising a music festival, and going from place to place. They 
made an appeal to raise money to buy a piano and collected enough money to 
go to an auction in London to acquire an instrument worthy of their cause. The 
piano travelled to the West Country and everyone was so excited and then 
disaster struck. It fell off the lorry and was broken to pieces. Imagine the despair. 
But hope came their way when a reputed piano builder in Vienna saw the news 
and invited the group to Austria and offered them a brand new piano free of 
charge. It arrived safe and sound and concerts were organised. Out of despair 
came this great hope due to kindness of perfect strangers. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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West One 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  

3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage)          Free Parking  
 

Ladies cuts  from £8.00 

Menôs  cuts  from £6.50 

Children  from £5.00 

  

Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

Opening:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday. 

For an Appointment Please call 01404 814913 or Call in for Free Consultation.  

 

Hair Design 

01404   814 913 
 

 

The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple  
 

Consultations by appointment. at various times throughout the day 
We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 
please call the surgery on 01404 823230. 

Now open all day!!!!!!!!!  

Opening Hours: Monday and Wednesday: 8.45am - 7.00pm  

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.45am - 5.45pm 

Saturday: 10.30am - 12.00noon 

24 hour emergency service 01404 823230 

Vale VetsðThe Vets Your Pet Would Choose 
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We would love you to join us this year at one of our many special Christmas 
services and events, when we remember and celebrate the coming into the 
world of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   
 

We are having a Christmas Fun Day on Saturday 8th 
December for primary school aged children.  It will be 
held from 10:30am to 3:30pm in the Victory Hall and will 
be free of charge.  There will be Christmas crafts, songs, 
games, stories and lots of fun!  Meanwhile parents can do 
those important pre-Christmas jobs that they want to do 
without having children in tow!  Booking forms are 
available from the back of church and the village shop. 
 

Our Advent Carol Service is on Sunday 2nd December at 6.30pm and our 
Christmas Carol Service is on Sunday 23rd December at 6.30pm.  Both are 
traditional in style with  readings and a mix of congregation and choir sung 
carols.    

 

Our Christingle Service this year is at 3.00pm on Sunday 9th 
December.  This is an informal service particularly suitable for 
children when we celebrate Jesus as The Light of the World.  
Our December Celebration Service is at 11.00am on Sunday 
16th December which is another informal style service 
designed to appeal to all ages.   

 

There will be a Midnight Communion service at 11.30pm on Christmas Eve, 
and on Christmas Day at 11.00am we have our Family Service with Carols.  
There are also a variety of other services at Talaton and Clyst St Lawrence and 
the United Benefice magazine for December lists the full details. 
 

Please welcome our Carol Singers again this year as they sing through the 
village on Wednesday 19th December from 6.30pm.  If you would like to join 
them to sing or play a musical instrument please contact 
Gerri Turner on 822587. 

As we go into the new year we are excited as a church 
about implementing our recently launched Mission 
Action Plan.   

WHIMPLE CHURCH  
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This is a  summary of what we are about and what we hope to achieve as a 
group of churches (Whimple, Talaton, Clyst St Lawrence, and in due course also 
Clyst Hydon).  We are planning for growth in the life of our churches, with a 
particular emphasis on welcoming new individuals, families and younger people. 
If you have suggestions as to how we can appeal to newcomers and serve better 
our community, please do let us know (see contact details for Revd. Rob 
Wilkinson at back of magazine).   
 

Finally, we would love you to join us on Thursday 14th February 
for our Valentines Candlelit Dinner in the Victory Hall.  Come with 
your partner, by yourself or with friends and enjoy each otherõs 
company over a delicious meal.    
 

The Parochial Church Council on behalf of Whimple Church wish 
you a joyful Christmas and new year. 

A new Whimple Church website is being launched on 1st January 2008 at: 
www.whimplechurch.org.   Do check it out! 

This year's Traidcraft evening in the Church was a great success - again we 
were able to try different wines, chocolate, coffee, tea and snacks while 
browsing through the Christmas catalogue. There was also a wide variety 
of jewellery, Christmas decorations and gift ideas as well as cards to buy. 

Thank you to everyone who came and supported us, - enjoyed the wine 
and bought some great gifts. It was great fun and it was even suggested 
that we should have a "Happy Hour" on a more regular basis ...Watch this 
space! 

Just to remind you - we have a Traidcraft stall in the Church on the 
Celebration Service Sunday (usually the 1st Sunday but the Christmas one 
is on the 16thðbut you can also find out more or order by contacting: 

Maggie Spicer(823640) Dy Beedell (823675) Sarah Smith (822123) or 
Aubrey Curry (822295) 

Traidcraft 
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Tom Vanneck  
 

Furniture Restorer  

&  

French Polisher  
 

Modern & antique 

commissions undertaken.  

 

Tel. 01392 860502  

Mob. 07812810846  

 

Heritage 

Taxis  

 

At your service  

01404 81 55 44  

 

 
 
  

 

Therapeutic Massage  
Indian Head Massage  

Anti -aging facial treatment 
Free skincare consultation 

Hopi Ear Candling  
Aloe Vera health drinks,  

favoured by those with  
IBS, arthritis, skin problems,  

sports people  
& as a boost to the immune system 

Call Sally C.H.Ed (Dip Mass, Dip Aroma)  

CMA Registered  

 Whimple 822315 
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  THE PENSION DRAWDOWN COMPANY 

 
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 

 
 

FOR UNBIASED, QUALITY FINANCIAL ADVICE BASED ON YOUR  
CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO YOUR NEEDS 

INCLUDING 
 

SAVINGS        INVESTMENTS PENSION PROVISION 
 RETIREMENT OPTIONS   inc ANNUITIES 

LIFE AND CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER     INCOME PROTECTION 
 

Contact:  Bob Diamond at Waterlake Meadow, Church Road, Whimple 
On 01404 822865 or Email r.diamond1@ntlworld.com 

For a free initial consultation 
 

Appointed Representative of The Burns-Anderson Independent Network PLC,  
which is Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority  
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Whimple Pre-School Playgroup 
 Another term, another day, another child entering the world of education 

Is your child aged between 3 and 5? 

Do you wish your child to have an opportunity to experience learning through play, 
to develop new friendships and skills in friendly surroundingséé 

All of this and more and only a stones throw away! 
Whimple Pre-School Playgroup is a non-profitðmaking organisation, which provides 
the opportunity for groups of pre-school children (age 3-5) to come together on a 
regular basis and meet others of their own age in a stimulating and secure 
environment. 

This term has been very successful with the children celebrating Harvest Festival, 
Halloween and Bonfire Night.;  not to mention raising money towards Children in 
Need. As we head towards Christmas, the Really Wild Show will be providing 
entertainment for the end of term Christmas party. On the 21st of December, we 
will also be bidding a fond farewell to the youngsters who will be moving up to 
Whimple Primary School. Mums and Dads bring the tissues! 

We wish them the best of luck and enjoyment. 
The Playgroup recently held their first successful committee meeting, since the new 
committee were formed.  

Funding & events - We run on a tight budget and rely on fund-raising to balance 
the books and to buy new equipment.   We welcome any contribution to our 
events and wish to invite you to the following: 

1 Floral displays and Christmas Wreath making.  Come and enjoy a drink and 
mince pie and get some fantastic ideas for table decorations and gifts  on 
December 4th in the Victory Hall  

2 Curry and quiz night January 26th 2008 - back by popular demand. This 
time it will be a joint event with the PTFA. Get your tickets early to avoid 
disappointment  

We would like to say a big thank you to Postman Paul who has volunteered to wear 
his shorts to deliver the post until Christmas what ever the weather! It would be 
great if you could donate a few pennies to support him as he makes his way around 
the village. There will also be collecting boxes in the Thirsty Farmer and of course 
the Post Office in support of his bravery. All monies raised will be donated to the 
Playgroup so please give generously. 

Watch this space for many more fun and exciting events during 2008! 
Finally it just remains for us to say a big thank you to Sally Young and all the other 
retiring committee members for all their hard work over the past years. We 
endeavour to continue the good work and take the Pre - School forward to another 
dimension. We hope you all have a very merry Christmas and a happy and 
prosperous new year. 

Cathy Bartlett-Horwood; Chairperson and Samantha Thompson; Vice Chairperson  
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WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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TOP QUALITY LOCAL 

FARM FRESH 

CHRISTMAS TREES 

&  

HANDMADE 

WREATHS 

¶ TREES CUT OR POTTED 

¶ TRADITIONAL AND NON-
DROP VARIETIES 

¶ LOCAL DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

COTLEY CHRISTMAS 
TREES 

Phone Helen or Lester 

Bowker on 01404 823193 

to order or come to the 

farm to choose your own 

at Cotley House, 

Woodhayes Lane, 

Whimple, Nr Exeter 
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DC DECKING & JOINERY  
 

Quality Carpentry Services 

BESPOKE HAND CRAFTED GATES   Many years experience, 
 

¶ FREE ESTIMATES     Fully Qualified 
 

¶ MANY REDWOOD DESIGNS   Large Portfolio 
 

¶ SUPPLY & INSTALLATION 
 

¶ TOTAL SECURITY 
 

               QUALITY DECKING SERVICES  
  

¶ FREE DESIGN & PLANNING 
 

¶ QUALIFIED INSTALLERS 
 

¶ TREATED MATERIALS 

 
CARPENTRY  

 
¶ FREE ESTIMATES     
 
¶ KITCHENS & BEDROOMS    

 
¶ BUILT IN WARDROBES 

 
¶ UPVC INSTALLATIONS 

                        JOINERY  
 

¶ HAND MADE GARDEN FURNITURE 
 

¶ ANYTHING THAT NEEDS TO BE 
MADE OR  REPAIRED 

 

      For a friendly, efficient & professional service please contact our team  

       Telephone : 01404 822126      Mobile: 07980 889968     Email:dcdecking@aol.com 
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Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the availability 
of venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed in ôWhatõs Onõ 
please contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 

Whimple Parish Council 
 

Campaign for the Protection of Rural England 

Best Kept Village Competition 2007 

At the October meeting of East Devon District Council, the hard work, 
dedication and community effort of the participating villages was 
praised by the Chairman.  He presented awards to villages which had 
scored highest in the above competition within East Devon. East 
Budleigh with Bicton scored the highest number of points in East Devon 
in the Large Village Category with Sidbury, Upottery and Dunkeswell as 
runners up.  Offwell scored the highest number of points in East Devon 
in the Small Village Category with Branscombe as runner up.  Special 
congratulations were extended to Kilmington as the winner of the 
Devon-wide competition in the Large Village Category.   
 

South West Britain in Bloom 

East Devon had magnificent success in the South West Britain in Bloom 
competition this year. South West awards were won by Sidmouth, 
Exmouth, Seaton, Budleigh Salterton, Beer, East Budleigh and Littleham.  
Sidmouth also won a Silver Gilt in the Achievement Award category in 
the National competition. 
 

Employment Land Provision in East Devon  

The Council has now set up a Task and Finish Forum to look in detail at 
land availability within the District. The Work Forum will identify 
potential shortfalls in provision prior to the development of the strategic 
employment sites to the west of the district. 
 

Concessionary Fares Scheme 2008  

The Council is currently considering Government funding 
options for the extension of the Concessionary Fares 
Scheme in April 2008. It will give free off-peak bus travel 
anywhere in England for people aged 60 and over and 
eligible disabled people who are resident in England.  

Gerri Turner, Clerk to the Parish Council 
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WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT 

VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 
. 

At our October meeting we were able to reflect on another successful Flower 
Show, and again our thanks to all of you entered. Particular thanks must go to 
Tom Lambert for the excellent job he did in producing our new set of niches to 
display the flower arrangements. 

At the end of October we had a very well attended meeting where we had an 
excellent illustrated talk from Secret Seeds who are based at Cove. They 
explained how they went about finding, collecting and then propagating seeds 
from all over the world.  This was a excellent talk and was much enjoyed by the 
large number of members and friends who came along. 

Our next meeting will be our Annual General Meeting which will be held in the 
Committee Room in the Village Hall on Monday 14th January 2008, starting at 
7.30pm. If there is anyone who would like to join our Committee, you will be very 
welcome. You will also be very welcome to come along just to listen or give us 
any ideas you may have with the Classes at the Flower Show. 

Following the AGM, we have another interesting talk and 
demonstration planned. Hugh Roberts has very kindly agreed to 
give us a practical demonstration on Soil Conditioning using a ôNo 
Digõ technique. This will be a very much ôHands onõ experience for 
some, but please come along to listen and learn. This meeting will  be on 
Thursday 7th February 2008 at the Village Hall, starting at 7.30pm. 

So make a note of these dates and we look forward to seeing you all 
then. 

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary. 

On behalf of Hospiscare I would like to express a very big 'thank you' to 
everyone who supported the coffee morning on 13     th October. 

Whimple has earned a tremendous reputation for its whole hearted support 
and this year was no exception - the sum raised totalled Ã707! 

Members of the Women's Institute again formed the backbone of the team 
and a special word of appreciation must go to them.   There was much hard 
work and also a lot of fun.   It was good to hear so many people comment on 
the lovely atmosphere. 

Thank you all. 

Rosemarie Burrows 
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Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted  

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following  
 

Records. CDôs, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music  

All types of  music, large or small collections 
 
Rock - Pop - 50ôs - 60ôs - 70ôs - Punk - 80ôs 
 

John W Griffiths 
Phone: 01404 823480 
Mobile: 07836 369740 
Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 

WHIMPLE FIREWORKS  

3rd NOVEMBER 
 

Well done and thanks to Graham and his team for another very professional 
display on that Saturday evening ð both in supplying the fireworks and in running 
the evening itself.  The weather held off so that was a relief, plus the fact that the 
suppliers actually got the fireworks to Graham in the nick of time, having ôlostõ the 
order. That is the sort of news that you donõt want to hear when you phone to 
find out where they are! 

There were some ôbiggunsõ this year, with amazing colours, patterns and noises. 
We also had the benefit of watching another display just opposite the 
cricket field, I guess somewhere up the top of Woodhayes. 
Whoever it was, thank you! 

Last year we were lucky enough to win a huge tub of sweets 
in the raffle that Graham ran; this year we were again, ôlucky 
enoughõ to win an inflatable sofa. Well, if you look on the 
bright side, come the flooding that follows climate change, 
the current Mrs H and I will float off in comfort, clutching our 
cocktails. 

Ed H 
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 
Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher 
Slewton 

Whimple 
Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 

RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

Tel: 07749 715187  

 

Make a Will  

and we will donate half our costs to your  

Church or a charity of your choice  
 

For a straightforward Will we charge £80 and for husbands 

and wives ñMirror Willsò we charge Ã100 plus VAT.   

We will donate £40 and £50 respectively  

For full details call  

Victor Donson on 01392 274126  

8 Cathedral Close, Exeter EX1 1EW  

www.fordsimey.co.uk  
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Christmas Floral Decorations 
Evening 

With demonstrations by Sarah Pepper 
 

Come along & find out about new & 
exciting ways to decorate your home 

for Christmas 
 

Tuesday 4th December 7.30pm 
Whimple Victory Hall 

 Tickets available from Whimple Stores  
& Whimple Post Office £3 

 
Proceeds to Whimple Pre School  

Registered Charity No 1035316 
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES  
 

                                                                                                         Est 1979 
 
 

                                                       PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 
 

                                                           Call Barry 01395 513729 
                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        

M P SMALL ENGINES 
Mike Persey  

 

SERVICE &REPAIR TO 
 

All makes and types of  
Horticultural / Garden  

Forestry and Small Agricultural  
Machinery  

 

Specialist in the repair of older  
Machinery and Sports Club machinery  

 

Makeovers and rebuilds undertaken  
 

New machinery at competitive prices  
 

Collection Service   

Little Cot  

Hembury Fort  

Honiton  

Devon  

EX14 3LE 
 

Tel  

01404 841699 

Mobile  

07976725516 
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How to Build a Shed 
 

As promised I was going to share my plan/ instructions for a rough garden shed/ 
log store in the Christmas Issue of the "NEWS" so after a phone call from my wife 
to tell me I must submit my plans to Ed & his team within 48 hours! , here it is -  

Materials required -  

13 Standard House doors + 1 narrower one (ie off an airing cubpoard) . The flat 
standard interior type are easiest to work with. Try to find varnished or well 
painted doors as these will last better outdoors. Exterior (front/ Back) doors are 
OK but vary in size / design and make construction more difficult. Ideally all 6' 
long, 30'' wide. Louvre doors are OK in a sheltered location as these allow air to 
circulate if seasoning logs etc. I try to avoid doors with glass, as we have young 
children, but that is down to individual choice as it then gives natrual light. At this 
stage remove all handles/ hinges & lock barrels for ease of construction.   

4 Good Quality heavy pallets of 4' x 3' each. Usually these are painted blue or 
have EURO stamped on them.  

Dexion/ angle iron - 10 short off cuts with holes already drilled for ease.  

6 pieces of Stripwood : 2 - 4 '' wide & 6' long  

Various lengths of 2"x1" to use as  strengthing batten .   

Good selection of phillips/ posidrive 1'', 2'' & 3" screws (all '8' thickness) and a tin 
of felt nails  

Some old bits of hardboard/ plywood -  suitable to cover the floor area  

Old Kitchen Lino/ Vinyl foor covering - Ideally 9' x 7' to allow for tucking in but 
otherwise strips of 9' long will suffice as they can be overlapped.  

A good time to collect these materials together is in the spring/ summer when 
people are having work done and there are plenty of skips about (always ask first 
before taking!) and the recycle yards are full of bits & pieces.  

Screws are the only item which are necessary to buy new unless you find them at 
the tip etc. but tend to be cheap now anyway.  

To Construct :  

Making sure the area is level, lay the 4 pallets down to give an area roughly 8' x 6'.  

With the help of your wife/ partner/ mistress or mother - in -law (not necessarily in 
that order of preference) , line two doors up to left hand edge at right angles on 
top of the pallet and secure to each other . At this point secure to pallets with a 
couple short bits of dexion and some 1ŉó screws along the base edge.  

Carry this on around the base working clockwise, remembering to leave out a 
door in the centre front so you can get in! (and out!)  

Using lengths of 2" x1" batten the top of the doors together to give extra strength. 
it is important that these pieces overlap door joins to hold everything together.  

You should now have a shed minus roof and doors with a inside sq. area of about 
7.5' x 5.5'. This will give a nice overhang on the roof.  
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Using steps and someone you trust to hold them now slide the doors remaining 
onto the roof . 9 should have gone into the sides and 4 are required for the roof 
(3 + 1 narrow). Fix these down leaving a suitable over hang each side. I always 
put the narrow one in the middle somewhere.  

You should now have a complete shed with holes in the floor and a roof that 
needs waterproofing.. Cover the floor in with plywood/ hardboard scraps and 
nail or screw down . Then cover the roof with the lino and tack down around the 
side edge with felt nails. Trim up as necessary.  If overlapping odd strips make 
sure you allow plenty of overlap and use some sealing mastic between each join 
to keep the rain out.  

Your shed is now minus a door(!). If storing logs/ firewood this isn't nessasary but 
if you wish to add one for security - hang it so it 
opens  ou twards  w i th  two  o f  t h e 
hinges removed  and secure with an aspen staple.  

To finish off run your 6' stripwood pieces vertically 
over each join & secure with small screws.  

On a dry day paint to your own choice of colour.  

You will see I have mentioned ôsealing mastic"õ This 
is not normally found second hand in tubes as it 
tends to go off but you often see old tins of aqua seal 
or gutter seal being chucked out. If using this with a 
brush to apply  wear protective gloves as its a job to 
get off yer hands after!  

Cheers  

AMPS  

PS. Maybe as an addition to Wassailing we could start a Village Shed Building 
Contest for October each year. (Prize for over 18's, Under 18's & Under 5's**)  

** Under 5's would be allowed to use Kitchen Unit Doors as an alternative and 
the annoying plastic road mat that curls up in the corners/you slip up on in the 
kitchen as a roof covering.**  

VIEWS / OPINIONS REQUIRED FOR THIS IN THE JAN/FEB "Whimple News" 
2008  

 The Lamberts - Barbara, Tom, Helen & Emma, would like to thank the 
many people who have sent their good wishes to us over the last few 
weeks, during Tom's illness.  We have been touched by the concern 
shown by so many and overwhelmed by the offers of help, whether for 
shopping, transport or picking up boys from school and feeding them! 

Tom is now home and continuing to make good progress.  You will, no 
doubt, see him around very soon. 

 Barbara, Tom, Helen & Emma 
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S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 

Awliscombe 

Devon 

 
BANFIELDS 

 

Traditionally carved rocking  
Horses & Restoration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 Rectory Close, Whimple, 
Devon EX5 2UF 

 

Tel 822162 
E-mail Banfieldgew@msn.com 

PETER COSSLETT 
CARPENTER AND BUILDER 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

KITCHEN FITTING 

DOORS AND WINDOWS 

TIMBER CONSERVATORIES 

EXTENSIONS AND MINOR 

BUILDING WORKS 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 

& 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 

Tel: Whimple (01404)823279 

Mobile: 07768 436042 

D. GARLAND  
 

Specialist in  
Built in Furniture, 

Carpentry and  
Joinery  

 
 
 
 

10 Elliot Close  
Ottery St Mary  

Devon  
EX11 1GZ  

Tel: 01404 811465 

D  G 
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òLearn a life skill with a Professionaló 

J.C.Ball 
Driving Standards Agency Approved Driving Instructor 

 

FREE:-  First hour for beginners 
 

FREE:-  Loan of Videos and Books 
 

FREE:-  Pickup in Exeter & East Devon 
 

              Refresher and Motorway Lessons 
  

òSaf
e d

riv
ing

 fo
r l

ife
ó

 

2 Manley Close 

Whimple 

Devon 

EX5 2UG 

(01404) 822764 

L L 

 
Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets  

personal care and attention  

 

 

 

(now also looking after small animals)  

01404 822275 

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF   
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Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 
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Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year 
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Just a reminder! 
 

Some time ago the Hall Trustees asked for your views on the sort of activities 
that you would like to see taking place in the Hall.  One matter that arose was a 
concern that daytime activities in the main hall were not possible because the 
school were using the main hall every weekday for most of the year.  

In order to meet that concern, the school agreed to change its timetable so that 
the hall could be made available to the local community for at least one 
afternoon a week. This was then publicised here in Whimple News. 

In practice little or no use has been made of the available time since then. 
However, in the recent consultations for the Parish Plan the same concern was 
raised again, so it is clear that we have not got the message across to potential 
users that the Hall is available every Thursday afternoon for use by the local 
community. 

If you, or a group you belong to, would like to make use of this time on a 
Thursday afternoon, please speak to the Booking Secretary - Ali Tierney on 
822724.          Bob Scanlan 
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