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Editorial

The Christmas lights are appearing, the decorations are going up and Christma
trees are being delivered, Christmas is just around the corneso its time to
welcome you to our Christmas edition of Whimple News.

As ever, there is lots going on at this time of yedarhere will be music aplenty, The
Tale Valley Choir, with its members from Whimple, is giving concerts in Talaton anc
Feniton in early December (see page 17) and the Phoenix Choir is performing a
Aylesbeare shortly afterwards (See page 41). All three concerts are free.

And of course, we should all be in good voice for Carols in the Square on Christma:s
Eve. Emma would love to hear from those of you who can play musical instrument:
to join the band (page 14). It costs nothing to take part but perhaps you can find
some cash for the collection in aid of Devon Freewheelers.

I f you havendt got your Chri st mao withr e
great trees, real reindeers and refreshments to add to the Christmas cheer.

When Christmas is over there is alway
tree. The Young Farmers have provided an answer with their Christmas Tre
collection service which costs just £5 and raises funds for the RNLI and FCI
charities. (See page 27 for how to book).

That takes us into January and Wassailing, so come and join us at the New Founta
at 6.30pm on Wednesday 17th (see page 43 for details of the route and a remindel
of the words of the Wasssail song).

You will also find some useful reading in this edition of the magazine with a report
from ClIr Todd Olive on page 22 and an update from the POW&R group on page
50. It is also good to learn that the shop will soon be offering an improved parcel
sending and receiving service thanks tch&on, Rory, Sabrina and the team

On page 10 Rev. Marc reminds us of the harsh reality of the first Christmas and th
reason we should continue to celebrate it. The East Clyst Church Community ha:
been doing some soul searching and has been taking stock of its role in our live:
and community. It has produced a report that challenges our tendency to take our
church for granted. The report is too long to put in this edition of the magazine but
there is a link on page 12 that takes you to the Whimple News website where you
can find the full report. It is well worth a read.

On the centre pages we have set out our best understanding off what open and
when over the Christmas period, although not everyone has finalised their plans yet

I't is always interesting reading Davi

sheltering from the cold, the wet and the wind today, | read that we were

experiencing record breaking hot weather just a few weeks ago. So | will wrap up
warm and wish everyone a bright and happy Christmas with very best wishes fo
2024 from the Whimple News Team. We welcome your articles for our next edition

in February. Send them to me at bob@bobscanlan.co.uk by 12th January please.

Bob Scanlan
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PAYMENT PLAN rnson
Guaranteed
3,6, 9 or 12 months | = ; to beat any %UPA,%,'EE
THE EASY WAY Gl  cenuine o
TO PAY T (=
L quote mg

workmg in pgrtnershlp W|th most of the Iea':h:é estate agencies.

*Slating *Tiling *Flat roofing *Fibreglass flat roofs *Chimneys/ ==

Leadwork Turnerized slate roofs *Guttering/uPVC/fascia boards [

+ Storm damage /insurance work *All grant work undertaken

*Insurance backed guarantees *Full public liability insurance
*Free written quotations *All work guaranteed

T: 01404 891813 M: 07789 555685 ° stephen.wattsrr@gmail.com ¢ www.ridge-roofing.com

vELUX I o0r I (L5
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http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk

What 6s On I n Whimple

December

9t h Christmas Speci al Soup o8P r ni e a
10th 4.00pm Christingle Service St Ma
Christmas Day 11.00am Family Service.
12th WI Christmas Party in The Hub 2.00pm

13th Tale Valley Choir at 7:30 at Feniton ChurdhFree admission

15th Tale Valley Choir at 7:30ralaton churchii Free admission

16th Front Row Club 7.00 for 7.30pm in th Victory Hall

17t h December 4:30pm Carols by Candl e
18th Phoenix choirat Aylesbury village hall

19th 6.30-8.00pm Candlelight Yoga in the Victory Hall

24th Christmas Eve Carols in the Square 7.30pm

24t h December 11.00pm O6Midnight Massd?@

January

6th Young Farmers Christmas tree collection

9th WI meetingiDevon Freewheelers 2.00pm in the Hub

13th Front Row Club7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall

27t h SoupdndSarnie at the Victory Ha;

February

10th Front Row Club7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall

13th WI meeting, Bessie's story , Rosemary Grigdgs00pm in the Hub

24t h SoupdndSarnie at the Victory Ha;

March

12th WI meeting, Commonwealth War GravesTim Stoneman 2.00pm in the Hub
16th Front Row Club7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall
30thSoupdndSarnie at the Victory Ha,; ; -

April

9th WI meeting, Exeter Cinema, the Golden Age, Jon B&.00pm in the Hub

13th Front Row Club7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall
27thSoupdndSarnie at the Victory Ha; ; -



WHIMPLE STORES ==

Testing Voneus

We were forced to move broadband providers as the company who had delivered fa:
and reliable broadband to us for 18 months were ceasing to continue business servic
So we thought that we would give Voneus a go as they had dug up most of the roa
around Whimple to lay new fibre and had left a convenient termination point in The
Square close to the shop.

Our needs are slightly more complex than a household with reliability being mor
important than speed and we have card payment machines, a till, a remotely monitore
camera system, an alarm system and the usual clutch of computers and printers.
also have a inbound call screening system on the phone line to stop the endless sp
calls trying to sell electricity, gas and card payments. All of these worked perfectly
our existing provider, so we assumed a transition to Voneus should work ok and sign
up with them? Wrong decision!

After a very stressful two weeks (and many unanswered messages and emails) trying
get all our devices to work with the new equipment, we managed to settle down to a
0as good as we can geto position with

We have come to the conclusion that Voneus undenvested in post sale customer
support staff levels and skill which makes us very nervous about any failures in
future. Come and buy me a coffee if you want the full story!

Parcels:

On a happier note, we have successfully provided a parcel sending and receivil
service for our customers since the end of September and have a regular Royal M
collection of parcels and letters from the shop at 15:30 weekdays and 11:15 Saturda

A few villagers use the oOLocal Coll ec
later collection which makes it more convenient than waiting in for the post.
I f you wish to use the service, just g

and select the postage you would like for the size and weight of parcel, speed al
security of the delivery (e.g. Tracked 24). Be very careful though to select the option tt
allows you to drop the parcel at a Post Office. Some of the options are only for Roy
Mail Delivery Office which is in Sowton. Then print your label and bring the parcel to u
You may also be given a QR code which can be converted to a label in the shop. Tl
service is also very good for online shopping returns if the online shop supports Ro
Mail postage.
If you are not into the online postage purchasing thing, we also have a range of stan
in the shop that can go onto your parcel to make up the correct postage cost.
The Drop and Collect parcel system has rejected a small number of parcels to de
which we have reported in detail to Payzone and have been assured by Payzone tt
these issues will be resolved in early December.
The recent announcement from Post Office Ltd. (who own Payzone), that they are r
longer in an exclusive arrangement with Royal Mail and are now accepting Evri a
6



DPD prepaid parcels should mean that we will be able to add Evri and DPD parce
acceptance to our service sometime in 2024. Watch out for our announcement.

Christmas:

In the lead up to Christmas, we have ordered in plenty of wrapping paper, sticky tape
Christmas cards, Christmas stamps, money envelopes and gift cards as well as the us|
cake making ingredients and last minute essentials such as batteries and toilet rolls.

Our fresh food providers stock a range of Christmas foods such as speciality pate:
cakes, minced pies, smoked salmon and brandy clotted cream. We can also sourc
catering size cakes and frozen meats such as lamb and duck. If you would like us t
order something for you for Christmas, pop into the shop and have a chat with Sharon
Rory or Sabrina.

We will also be taking orders for the supply of vegetables and our usual produce to helf
you stock up for Christmas.

We will be open as usual on Christmas Eve until 12:00 and then will open again at 7pn
to support the Carol Singing in The Square with cups of warm Mulled Wine and Hot
Chocolate at £2 each. £1 per cup goes to the Devon Freewheelers charity which is
supported by the Carol Singing. Last year we added over £80 to the collection on the
night!

We are closed for Christmas Day but open again on 26th for half day and then back tc
normal until New Years Day where we will be open to 12:00.

Staff:

We are sad to be losing a member of staff, Sarnia, who is planning to move outside ¢
the Whimple area later this year. Fortunately, we have managed to recruit &
replacement who is being trained and will start with us in mid December. Please come
in and say OHi 6 to Sue when she starts
team and we will be sad to lose her.

Finally, we are very grateful to our regular customers who we see every day to buy thei
essential items as this keeps the business alive and ensures that Whimple continues
have a Village Shop. The increase in our electricity and staffing costs, squeezed margi
from some of our wholesalers plus the reduction in customer spend due to the raisec
cost of living is jeopardising the future of independent retailers like us. We would like to
ask for support from Whimple Villagers
visit us at least once a week and purchase at least one item from us instead of the bi
supermarkets, this will increase our turnover by 15%. You will be pleasantly surprised ¢
most of the prices where we are close to big supermarket prices and your help will
underpin the future of your village shop.

Please be aware that we buy goods from local providers where possible; eggs fron
Streete Raleigh and Talaton, bread from Exeter, milk from Clyst Hydon, honey fron
Whimple, cider and apple juice from Whimple Orchards. The list goes on. These
providers benefit from our customer sales which in turn, benefit the people of Whimple
and surrounds.

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year
Sharon, Rory, Sabrina and the team
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WHIMPLE

The Sqguare
WYWhimple

EXS5 2SN STQ RE»S

Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and Team welcome you to our

Stores and Coffee Shop for fresh Devon bread, millk,

wvegetables and eggs. Frozen, fresh and canned foods.
Cards, stamps, Gift Cards, stationery and more.

O1404
S22316

We also provide Parcel sending and collection, bill
payments, cash withdrawals, electricity and phone top-
ups, gift cards and cash withdrawals.

Mondays to Fridays 08:00to 18:00
Saturdays and Sundays 09:00to 12:00
Public Holidays 08:00to 12:00

Maths & Physics .
: ] Chi mney
Online Tutoring Wood BuU

GCSE & A-Level Fires

Personal coaching to suit your needs,
with experienced mathematician. Swept, Installed

Member of the Tutor's Association. Lined and Bu
OAlMoucrhi mneydnelg

o , Alf Butler
For more information please see my website:
robertpooleymaths.co.uk Tel : 014014

Robert Pooley 01404 822333 A fully insured
robertpooleymaths@gmail.com registered Co

Daytime/ Evening/ Saturdays.
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Build Consultants

PLANNING & PROPERTYEXPERTS Uhimple-based tree surgeon

01404 821999
RANDALL@BUILDCONSULTANTS.CO.UK

Building Design & Planning Permission

D@ﬁ@ﬂﬁ@

Arboricultural solutions

Call or email us today for a free consultation -
or why not pop in and see us at The Hive,
opposite the Thirsty Farmer

Arboriculture 2O

YOUR VISION, OUR EXPERIENCE

Est 1979

PAINTING  WALLPAPERING
SPECIALIST FINISHES MURALS  TILING
COVING CARPENTRY ALTERATIONS

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Cal I Barry on 012
or 07712 12063

Mor email: barryseaf
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Hello my friends,

So here we are again, Christmas is just around the corner and then we will be ir
2024. | wonder if 2024 will be any better than 2023. To be honest, | found myse
wondering that in 2021 after COVID; then Russia Invaded Ukraine and war rage
again in the heart of Europe, the economic effect caused a global shockwave anc
costofdiving crisis in the UK. That war and all its horror continues. Only this year v
have also seen renewed conflict in the Middle East as well, plus assorted n
COVID variants appearing. Not to mention various strikes, scandals, and oth
tragedies in our own country.

Given what the last few years have been like, it can seem quite strange to |
approaching a time which is supposed to be about joy and peace but then,
suppose it depends on oneds view of t

What do | mean by that, well when we think of Christmas Day it is easy to fall int
the trap of the warm and fuzzy nativity scene: a rosy cheeked baby, a happy ar
smiling Mary and Joseph, clean golden straw and wgtbomed farm animals guided
by chuckling shepherds, singing angels and camel riding kings. Then a young ct
who grows up and just tells everyone to love each other before some rather nas
people do himin.

If this is the story, we convince ourselves sums up Christmas and the sop
Christian Faith it is no wonder we can find God vague and distant and no answer
our fears in a turbulent world.

But thatds not the way the Bible tell
really a story you would want to tell children.

Mary was a frightened pregnant, unmarried teenager, who could have bee
executed for her apparent betrayal. Joseph a shocked and shamed husband to |
Both were living in a country subject to a brutal occupation, forced to make :
perilous journey, Mary heavily pregnant, probably in pain. A baby born in the muc
and dung of a place where animals lived, to parents out of their depth and with n
idea of what was to come. A terrifying encounter with the supernatural fo
Shepherds, social outcasts risking their livelihood to visit and wise men struggli
against the odds to bring gold: sign of wealth, frankincense: sign of kingship, a
myrrh: an embalming spice and signifier of death, to Bethlehem, the place whe
|l ambs were bred to supply the templ e
life to come.

Gold which the terrified couple would need to run for their lives when a psychopatt
king would order genocide to protect his throne.

10



A child who grows to be a man who challenged the hypocritical religious elite of hi
day, who hung around with prostitutes and criminals, the lost, the lonely and th
most shunned people in society. A mal
rule keeping or appearance, it is about forgiveness and love and who was prepare
to die to prove it.

This is no roseinted story for children. This is the real story of the first Christmas an
the Christian faith: joy, and wonder, yes. But also, blood and guts and pain ar
horror, because this is not just a story, it is real life. The account of thecoeator of
the universe one moment omnipotent the next bound in human flesh, wriggling
mute and helpless. So easy, in this season, to forget the pink fingers and tc
wrapped in swaddling clothes would, thirty something years later, be nailed to
cross for us.

This is no disconnected theological concept but God becoming like us, raw an
real. This is the God who knows exactly what it is to be human, the complex, painft
frightening, joyful, wonderful reality of our daily lives.

This is a story of God who came right here to wade in the dirt and muck of our lives
with us, for us, for love of us. This is the real power of the story of Christmas.

On Christmas Day, God decl ared ol am
be al oneo. So, when the world seems
without hope, we just need to remember the God we believe in has been exactly
where we are and his life, death and resurrection are the answer to all our questior
and the antidote to all our fears. Now, that is a reason to celebrate this Christmas!

Christmas at
ST MARY#¥S CHURCH, n

Sunday 3rd December 6:30pm Advent Carol Service.

Sunday 10th December 4.00pm Christingle Service.

Sunday 17th December 4:30pm Carols by Candlelight.

Sunday 24th December 11.00pm o6M
Christmas Day 11.00am Family Service.

Have a joy filled Christmas. God bless. Rev Marc.

11
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East Clyst Churches Vision Day
¢ ncluding St Maryds,

A short while ago a group of 50 us met to plan a future for our ten combined
churches across our mission community, in the light of the many challenges the
now face, | thought it might be helpful for folks across the parish to see the result ¢
our conversations including a review of what members of the church feel about oul
churches, the next steps in addressing some of the concerns expressed, the and
sues for the Parochial Church Council to consider.

You can read the full report on the Whimple News website. Just go to:

www.whimplenews.uk

And click on the box that says 6

Lamb Hill
ELLARD m [
=7 [©]
SECURITY SYSTEMS Garden Machinery
Your local wireless security system experts O g%(ﬂ 7@@ - O R %p@ﬁﬂ@
—a kN
“LESS MESS LESS FUSS!”
» Serving the South West since 1997 s
« SSAIB registered installers ) @4
» Bespoke system surveys by engineers O :\5@ ﬂf[@ﬁm g%‘

« Installation, servicing and system upgrades

Andrew has over 20 years experience

* Only the best quality products used in the garden machinery industry.

+ A local, friendly service you can trust Previously at Otter Nurseries & more
recently at P.J.Flegg.
“DON’T WAIT TILL IT’S TOO LATE!” FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN MACHINERY NEEDS
CALL ANDREW TODAY
CALL US TODAY ON: 01392 487032 01404 823100/07773 579072
www.ellardsecurity.co.uk Moorview Industrial Estate Straightway

Head Whimple Devon. EX5 2QT
Email: lambhillgardenmachinery@hotmail.co.uk




WHIMPLE VICTORY HALL #2°%%,

G

at the heart of our community X,

' . ﬁ\ .
Registered Charity 291496 Vsic “‘2
Run by volunteer Trustees

THE VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION PLAN UPDATE

The village hall team is committed to providing the village with a second hiring hall. This is the
4™ time in the 100 year history of the hall that Trustees have attempted to rebuild or extend.
Please support us as best you can — every bit of help is valuable.

We are about to launch a “100 Club’ Lottery draw. We've called it the 250k Club because
that’s the amount of money we need to raise — more information can be found in this edition.
If you would like to contact me, Sue Ayres, email sueayres1@btinternet.com

In the meantime we wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Specialist and trusted provision of domiciliary care services to support an
individual in their own home in Ottery St Mary and the surrounding area.

With over 20 years’ nursing experience in the community and within the care sector, Christine
provides that additional support with day-to-day household tasks, personal care or any other
activity that allows an individual to maintain their quality of life and independent living.
Services include:

Personal care

e Companionship e Overnight care .

o Getting up & putting to bed ¢ Social outings e Home help

o Support with medication o Shopping o Meal time assistance
e Escorting to appointments o Wellbeing Support o Family Support

Contact Christine on:
Tel: 01404 813315. Mob: 07984 150696
Email: ottercareservices@hotmail.com

13




Christmas Eve

Carols In The
Square

/pm
(In the church, if the weatheris bad)
Musicians too -

music in advancefrom:

empalmusic@amail.com

Mulled wine available from Whimple Stores

Collectionin aid of
Devon Freewheelers -
Blood Bike Service

14



KILN-DRIED HARDWOOD LOGS

IDEAL FOR OPEN FIRES AND WOODBURNING STOVES

Beech - Birch - Ash - Sycamore - Oak - etc
Free sticks with every load

For Helpful Advice and Prompt Deliveries
Telephone Exmouth (01395) 277242

The key to yowr future peace of mino

Marsh Barton Sidwell Street
01392 277467 01392 217328

Units 1,2 & 6 The Space Place 131 Sidwell Street
Alphin Brook Road Exeter

Marsh Barton (South West) Ltd. EX4 6RY
Exeter EX2 8RG MASTER LOCKSMITHS
EST 1974

email: sales@guardiansecuritysw.co.uk
www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk

W CCTV THOUSE KEYS
(v EYS ; B > IRSES L 5
sttt . i

MOBILE a j
LOCKSMITH . w58 SAFESA

jp"ﬂk
O iridrseo %%&’E __@

‘Aceredited Contractor



Reiki Healing

Tarot Readings

An alternative, holistic form of healing

Reiki may help you with
Stress

0 Anxiety

® Being overwhelmed
® Chakra balancing
© Pain management
)
[
1

Spiritual connection
Relaxation

hour session £45

E| ' ! 30 minute session £25

Distance Reiki £25 P00®0®®e
My Reiki for Menopause feels like First recorded in the 15th Century as an
a nourishing pamper session and [talian card game, Tarot Reading is often

focuses on your needs. You get to misunderstood and seen as something
choose crystals and incense that | ofa dar.k art...it's not! A.reading can give
will then use during the Reiki, then you a different perspective and can help
afterwards select an Oracle Card i highlight blockages in your life.

and receive a short reading. It's magical! 45 mins £30 | . 45 mins reading £30
@ To book Reiki or a Reading, contact Kerry: 07791 171821 n
kerry@chi-quilibrium.com www.chi-quilibrium.com 40 Slewton Crescent, Whimple, EX5 2QA

« Water pump
- supplies D P P S
- repairs
- installation

: : 07738 470274
- fault diagnostic

Friendly, professional

« Private water supplies Whimple-based service
e Filtration Ch"S@dppS.Uk
« General domestic plumbing www.dpps.uk

Devon Pump & Plumbing Services
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Musical Director:

Emma Palmer

Two Charity Christmas Concerts:

Wednesday 13 December 7.30pm

at Feniton Church
Friday 15 December 7.30pm
at Talaton Church

Free admission—retiring collection




Christmas Quiz \?/

ROUND 1 a‘ E

FESTIVE FOOD. Identify these traditional dishes or drinks by their ingredients

1. 100g mixed dry fruit with peel, 180ml apple juice, 7g dried yeast, 250g plain
flour, 30g blanched almonds, pinch cinnamon, pinch allspice, pinch ground
cloves, 75g marzipan, 10g melted butter, 1tbs icing sugar

2. 8rashers streaky bacon, 16 chipolatas, 16 dry sage leaves, 1tbs honey
3. Cinnamon stick, 2 star anise, 4 cloves, 2 strips lemon zest, 4 tbs caster sug
750ml red wine, 8 sponge fingers, 75mls sherry, 1 x 400g pears, strawberry jar

10 ratafia biscuits or macaroons, 600ml vanilla custard, 300mls double crearr
25¢ flaked lightly toasted almonds

4. Roasted chestnuts, walnuts, cashews, dried apricots, red onion, garlic, parsni
carrot, rosemary, thyme, flour, sage leaves (optional), chia seeds (optional)

ROUND 2

MUSICAL NUMBERS. Remember the year of these Christmas Number Ones (ar
who sang them for bonus points!)

Maryds BOlMyCdid | d
Earth Song

| Love Sausage Rolls

Green Green Grass of Home
Somethind Stupid

ROUND 3
KNOW YOUR GREENS. Name these popular Christmas plants

HEDERA Helix

PICEA Abies

ILEX Aquifolium

VISCUM Album
EUPHORSBIA Pulcherrima

1ROUND 4
FASCI NATI NG FE®Albo B faBFACTSE (
1. When did people start sending Christmas cards? A: 1743 B: 1803 C: 1843

2. How |l ong did it take Charles Dickel
A: 6 Days B: 6 Weeks C: 6 Years

18
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3. Santa have to go to deliver all his presents around the world on Christmas Eve
A: 650 miles/sec B: 6500 miles/sec C: 65000 miles/sec

4. How many US States grow Christmas Trees? A:30 B:40 C:50

5. Which was the first Christmas song in space? A: Jingle Bells B: Rudolph tt
Red Nosed Reindeer C: White Christmas

ROUND 5

JOLLY JUMBLES . Unscramble these anagrams for typical Christmas items
Fit garishly

Miss Chatterer

Knife scanner

Casual ants

Amber gardening

ROUND 6
SPOT THE DIFFERENCE. Find the differences in these jolly snowmen

agbhownpE

Answers on page 56
pag 19



DAN PLANK

Master
Thatcher

~_ T:01404 823081
@J EiM: 07881 942516

daniel.plank@yahoo.com
djpmasterthatcher.co.uk
e

\/ 4

D o 8

~bSlag)1
Ma Girdle.

b Pand for Gll Oe

See our new website: slackmaglrdle.net
Find us on Facebook
for more details or to contact us:
01404 823083 empal1@icloud.com
New look, same great band!

Py
S A
% APICS s

‘E‘

EVERGLOW

Chimney Sweeps

Whimple based and your LOCAL sweep

NO MESS, NO FUSS
APICS Member, Fully Insured

Tel: 07522 619308
Email: everglowchimneys@gmail.com

SFA APPROVED
CHIMNEY SWEEP
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AF VW camper hire
Farringdon, Devon,

EX5 2HY

Tel: 07952 230199 near Crealy,
email: angela@afvwcamper.co.uk Westpoint &
www.afvwcamper.co.uk Exeter airport

Discounted rates
Living or working in Devon and the Southwest ?

We offer the following discounts off the price listed on our website
(subject to acceptable proof of being Devon/SW based):

Dec-Feb 20% off listed price
Mar-May 15% off listed price
Jun-Nov 10% off listed price

Supporting businesses and the local community in
Devon and the South West
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Dear neighbours,

I hope this finds you all safe and well in the rap to
Christmas. The eagleyed amongst you may have noticed
that my regular surgery schedule will see December an{
January slots very close to, or on, public holidays over th
festive seasond | can confirm my surgeries on 18th
December and 1st January will be going ahead as normal —-
will also be available by the usual channels throughout thig
Christmas break.

Last update, | mentioned an upcoming review of Ea
Devonds ongoing public toilets plan.
of major public toilets at key locations in Exmouth, Sidmouth, and others will |
undertaken this Winter season, with a further round due in Winter 2024/25. Tal
are ongoing for towns and parishes to take on the remaining facilities not earmark
for upgrade, but while government continues to refuse to fund public toilets as
statutory service, and with continuing pressures on local council budgets, the futt
of these other facilities unfortunately remains uncertain.

On the emerging East Devon Local Plan, | and other local ward members h:
recently raised concerns regarding t
policy, which limits development in areas of countryside between towns ar
villages that otherwise might be at risk of coalescence. As many of you will knc
the current Local Plan includes a green wedge between Whimple and Cranbrook;
Strategic Planning Committee, | have called for a report early in 2024 with updat
proposals for this and other green wedges in East Devon, and will be fighting harc
make sure our green wedge is preserved in the new Local Plan. | also underst
that there should be a consultation on the green wedge policy, as well as sol
other issues, at some point in 2024.

A little closer to home, a number of you continue to raise issues with me regardi
the shocking state of some of our I
these concerns are being hearé | am submitting reports to Devon Highways, anc
where necessary to our County Councillor, on a regular basisand that Highways
are, | understand, continuing to visit and inspect all reports of issues. Regretta
ongoing serious budgetary challenges at Devon County, as well as some of the v

poor weather we have had recently, c
undertake noncritical repairs.
Finally, though on a related note,

safety of the public footpath from Dince Hill Close to the Square. The Parish Cour
and | are working urgently to find out who is responsible for the footpath and 1
ensure that repairs to the safety railing are undertaken as soon as possible. In
meantime, please do take care if you are using this route.

22



As al ways, i f there are any issues )
todd.olive@eastdevon.gov.ukor on 07925 847933 to discuss or make an
appointment. My regular, neaappointment surgeries are ongoing at The Hive,
opposite the Thirsty Fa+#pmen the firsthMonday, |
and 8aml12pm on the third Monday, everymonthdi t 6 d be great t
Clir Todd Olive

Whimple & Rockbeare ward, East Devon District Council

Assistant Portfolio Holder for Coast, Country & Environment
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