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Editorial 
The Christmas lights are appearing, the decorations are going up and Christmas 
trees are being delivered, Christmas is just around the corner - so its time to 
welcome you to our Christmas edition of Whimple News. 

As ever, there is lots going on at this time of year -There will be music aplenty, The 
Tale Valley Choir, with its members from Whimple, is giving concerts in Talaton and 
Feniton in early December (see page 17) and the Phoenix Choir is performing at 
Aylesbeare shortly afterwards (See page 41). All three concerts are free. 

And of course, we should all be in good voice for Carols in the Square on Christmas 
Eve. Emma would love to hear from those of you who can play musical instruments 
to join the band (page 14). It costs nothing to take part but perhaps you can find 
some cash for the collection in aid of Devon Freewheelers. 

If you havenõt got your Christmas tree, then Cotley Farm is the place to go ð with 
great trees, real reindeers and refreshments to add to the Christmas cheer. 

When Christmas is over there is always the question of what to do with this yearõs 
tree. The Young Farmers have provided an answer with their Christmas Tree 
collection service which costs just £5 and raises funds for the RNLI and FCN 
charities. (See page 27 for how to book). 

That takes us into January and Wassailing, so come and join us at the New Fountain 
at 6.30pm on Wednesday 17th (see page 43 for details of the route and a reminder 
of the words of the Wasssail song). 

You will also find some useful reading in this edition of the magazine with a report 
from Cllr Todd Olive on page 22 and an update from the POW&R group on page 
50. It is also good to learn that the shop will soon be offering an improved parcel 
sending and receiving service thanks to Sharon, Rory, Sabrina and the team. 

On page 10 Rev. Marc reminds us of the harsh reality of the first Christmas and the 
reason we should continue to celebrate it. The East Clyst Church Community has 
been doing some soul searching and has been taking stock of its role in our lives 
and community. It has produced a report that challenges our tendency to take our 
church for granted. The report is too long to put in this edition of the magazine but 
there is a link on page 12 that takes you to the Whimple News website where you 
can find the full report. It is well worth a read. 

On the centre pages we have set out our best understanding off what open and 
when over the Christmas period, although not everyone has finalised their plans yet. 

It is always interesting reading David and Philõs reports on the weather. As I sit here 
sheltering from the cold, the wet and the wind today, I read that we were 
experiencing record breaking hot weather  just a few weeks ago. So I will wrap up 
warm and wish everyone a bright and happy Christmas with very best wishes for 
2024 from the Whimple News Team. We welcome your articles for our next edition 
in February. Send them to me at bob@bobscanlan.co.uk by 12th January please. 

Bob Scanlan 
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Andy 
Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  

www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 
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http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk


 

5 

Whatõs On In Whimple 
 
 

December 
9th Christmas Special SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noonñ1.30pm 
10th 4.00pm Christingle Service St Maryõs Church. 
Christmas Day 11.00am Family Service. St Maryõs Church. 
12th WI Christmas Party  in The Hub ŀǘ 2.00pm 
13th Tale Valley Choir at 7:30 at Feniton Church ñFree admission 
15th Tale Valley Choir at 7:30 Talaton churchñFree admission 
16th Front Row Club 7.00 for 7.30pm in th Victory Hall 
17th December 4:30pm Carols by Candlelight St Maryõs Church. 
18th Phoenix choir at Aylesbury village hall 
19th  6.30-8.00pm Candlelight Yoga in the Victory Hall  
24th Christmas Eve Carols in the Square 7.30pm 
24th December 11.00pm ôMidnight Massõ St Maryõs Church. 
 

January 
6th Young Farmers Christmas tree collection 
9th WI meetingñDevon Freewheelers 2.00pm in the Hub 
13th Front Row Club 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 
27th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Ha;; 12noon to 1.30pm 
 

February 
10th Front Row Club 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 
13th WI meeting, Bessie's story , Rosemary Griggs - 2.00pm in the Hub 
24th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Ha;; 12noon to 1.30pm 
 

March  
12th WI meeting, Commonwealth War Graves - Tim Stoneman 2.00pm in the Hub 
16th Front Row Club 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 
30th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Ha;; 12noon to 1.30pm 

 
April  
9th WI meeting, Exeter Cinema, the Golden Age, Jon Bell - 2.00pm in the Hub 
13th Front Row Club 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 
27th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Ha;; 12noon to 1.30pm 
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Testing Voneus 
We were forced to move broadband providers as the company who had delivered fast 
and reliable broadband to us for 18 months were ceasing to continue business services. 
So we thought that we would give Voneus a go as they had dug up most of the roads 
around Whimple to lay new fibre and had left a convenient termination point in The 
Square close to the shop.   

Our needs are slightly more complex than a household with reliability being more 
important than speed and we have card payment machines, a till, a remotely monitored 
camera system, an alarm system and the usual clutch of computers and printers. We 
also have a inbound call screening system on the phone line to stop the endless spam 
calls trying to sell electricity, gas and card payments. All of these worked perfectly on 
our existing provider, so we assumed a transition to Voneus should work ok and signed 
up with them? Wrong decision! 

After a very stressful two weeks (and many unanswered messages and emails) trying to 
get all our devices to work with the new equipment, we managed to settle down to an 
òas good as we can getó position with the Internet and Voice Service provided. 

We have come to the conclusion that Voneus under-invested in post sale customer 
support staff levels and skill which makes us very nervous about any failures in the 
future. Come and buy me a coffee if you want the full story! 
 

Parcels: 
On a happier note, we have successfully provided a parcel sending and receiving 
service for our customers since the end of September and have a regular Royal Mail 
collection of parcels and letters from the shop at 15:30 weekdays and 11:15 Saturdays. 
A few villagers use the òLocal Collectó service to divert online orders to the shop for 
later collection which makes it more convenient than waiting in for the post. 

If you wish to use the service, just go online to Royal Mailõs website send.royalmail.com 
and select the postage you would like for the size and weight of parcel, speed and 
security of the delivery (e.g. Tracked 24). Be very careful though to select the option that 
allows you to drop the parcel at a Post Office. Some of the options are only for Royal 
Mail Delivery Office which is in Sowton. Then print your label and bring the parcel to us. 
You may also be given a QR code which can be converted to a label in the shop. This 
service is also very good for online shopping returns if the online shop supports Royal 
Mail postage. 

If you are not into the online postage purchasing thing, we also have a range of stamps 
in the shop that can go onto your parcel to make up the correct postage cost. 

The Drop and Collect parcel system has rejected a small number of parcels to date 
which we have reported in detail to Payzone and have been assured by Payzone that 
these issues will be resolved in early December.  

The recent announcement from Post Office Ltd. (who own Payzone), that they are no 
longer in an exclusive arrangement with Royal Mail and are now accepting Evri and 
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DPD prepaid parcels should mean that we will be able to add Evri and DPD parcel 
acceptance to our service sometime in 2024. Watch out for our announcement. 

Christmas:  
In the lead up to Christmas, we have ordered in plenty of wrapping paper, sticky tape, 
Christmas cards, Christmas stamps, money envelopes and gift cards as well as the usual 
cake making ingredients and last minute essentials such as batteries and toilet rolls.  

Our fresh food providers stock a range of Christmas foods such as speciality pates, 
cakes, minced pies, smoked salmon and brandy clotted cream. We can also source 
catering size cakes and frozen meats such as lamb and duck. If you would like us to 
order something for you for Christmas, pop into the shop and have a chat with Sharon, 
Rory or Sabrina. 

We will also be taking orders for the supply of vegetables and our usual produce to help 
you stock up for Christmas. 

 We will be open as usual on Christmas Eve until 12:00 and then will open again at 7pm 
to support the Carol Singing in The Square with cups of warm Mulled Wine and Hot 
Chocolate at £2 each. £1 per cup goes to the Devon Freewheelers charity which is 
supported by the Carol Singing. Last year we added over £80 to the collection on the 
night! 

We are closed for Christmas Day but open again on 26th for half day and then back to 
normal until New Years Day where we will be open to 12:00. 

Staff: 
We are sad to be losing a member of staff, Sarnia, who is planning to move outside of 
the Whimple area later this year. Fortunately, we have managed to recruit a 
replacement who is being trained and will start with us in mid December. Please come 
in and say òHió to Sue when she starts full time. Sarnia has been a great member of our 
team and we will be sad to lose her. 

Finally, we are very grateful to our regular customers who we see every day to buy their 
essential items as this keeps the business alive and ensures that Whimple continues to 
have a Village Shop.  The increase in our electricity and staffing costs, squeezed margins 
from some of our wholesalers plus the reduction in customer spend due to the raised 
cost of living is jeopardising the future of independent retailers like us. We would like to 
ask for support from Whimple Villagers who donõt regularly shop with us. If you could 
visit us at least once a week and purchase at least one item from us instead of the big 
supermarkets, this will increase our turnover by 15%. You will be pleasantly surprised at 
most of the prices where we are close to big supermarket prices and your help will 
underpin the future of your village shop.  

Please be aware that we buy goods from local providers where possible; eggs from 
Streete Raleigh and Talaton, bread from Exeter, milk from Clyst Hydon, honey from 
Whimple, cider and apple juice from Whimple Orchards. The list goes on. These 
providers benefit from our customer sales which in turn, benefit the people of Whimple 
and surrounds. 

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year 

Sharon, Rory, Sabrina and the team 
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  Chimneys 

Wood Burners 
Fires 

 
Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
òAll your chimney needsó 

Alf Butler 
Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or 07712 120635 
 

 or email: barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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Hello my friends, 

So here we are again, Christmas is just around the corner and then we will be into 
2024. I wonder if 2024 will be any better than 2023. To be honest, I found myself 
wondering that in 2021 after COVID; then Russia Invaded Ukraine and war raged 
again in the heart of Europe, the economic effect caused a global shockwave and a 
cost-of-living crisis in the UK. That war and all its horror continues. Only this year we 
have also seen renewed conflict in the Middle East as well, plus assorted new 
COVID variants appearing. Not to mention various strikes, scandals, and other 
tragedies in our own country.  

Given what the last few years have been like, it can seem quite strange to be 
approaching a time which is supposed to be about joy and peace but then, I 
suppose it depends on oneõs view of the Christian faith and the story of Jesus. 

What do I mean by that, well when we think of Christmas Day it is easy to fall into 
the trap of the warm and fuzzy nativity scene: a rosy cheeked baby, a happy and 
smiling Mary and Joseph, clean golden straw and well-groomed farm animals guided 
by chuckling shepherds, singing angels and camel riding kings. Then a young child 
who grows up and just tells everyone to love each other before some rather nasty 
people do him in.  

 If this is the story, we convince ourselves sums up Christmas and the soppy 
Christian Faith it is no wonder we can find God vague and distant and no answer to 
our fears in a turbulent world. 

But thatõs not the way the Bible tells it at all. The way the Bible tells it, well, thatõs not 
really a story you would want to tell children.  

Mary was a frightened pregnant, unmarried teenager, who could have been 
executed for her apparent betrayal. Joseph a shocked and shamed husband to be. 
Both were living in a country subject to a brutal occupation, forced to make a 
perilous journey, Mary heavily pregnant, probably in pain. A baby born in the muck 
and dung of a place where animals lived, to parents out of their depth and with no 
idea of what was to come. A terrifying encounter with the supernatural for 
Shepherds, social outcasts risking their livelihood to visit and wise men struggling 
against the odds to bring gold: sign of wealth, frankincense: sign of kingship, and 
myrrh: an embalming spice and signifier of death, to Bethlehem, the place where 
lambs were bred to supply the temple with sacrifice. Dreadful portents of the childõs 
life to come.  

Gold which the terrified couple would need to run for their lives when a psychopath 
king would order genocide to protect his throne.  
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A child who grows to be a man who challenged the hypocritical religious elite of his 
day, who hung around with prostitutes and criminals, the lost, the lonely and the 
most shunned people in society. A man who reminded people that faith isnõt about 
rule keeping or appearance, it is about forgiveness and love and who was prepared 
to die to prove it. 

This is no rose-tinted story for children. This is the real story of the first Christmas and 
the Christian faith: joy, and wonder, yes. But also, blood and guts and pain and 
horror, because this is not just a story, it is real life. The account of the co-creator of 
the universe one moment omnipotent the next bound in human flesh, wriggling, 
mute and helpless. So easy, in this season, to forget the pink fingers and toes 
wrapped in swaddling clothes would, thirty something years later, be nailed to a 
cross for us.  

This is no disconnected theological concept but God becoming like us, raw and 
real. This is the God who knows exactly what it is to be human, the complex, painful, 
frightening, joyful, wonderful reality of our daily lives.  

This is a story of God who came right here to wade in the dirt and muck of our lives; 
with us, for us, for love of us. This is the real power of the story of Christmas.  

On Christmas Day, God declared óI am with you. I am for you. You will never again 
be aloneó.  So, when the world seems full of madness, when we feel powerless and 
without hope, we just need to remember the God we believe in has been exactly 
where we are and his life, death and resurrection are the answer to all our questions 
and the antidote to all our fears. Now, that is a reason to celebrate this Christmas! 

 
 

 
 

Christmas at  
ST MARY½S CHURCH, WHIMPLE. 

 

Sunday 3rd December 6:30pm Advent Carol Service. 
Sunday 10th December 4.00pm Christingle Service. 
Sunday 17th December 4:30pm Carols by Candlelight. 
Sunday 24th December 11.00pm ôMidnight Massõ 
Christmas Day 11.00am Family Service. 

 

Have a joy filled Christmas. God bless. Rev Marc. 



 

12 

 

 

East Clyst Churches Vision Day. 

(Including St Maryõs, Whimple) 
 

A short while ago a group of 50 us met to plan a future for our ten combined 
churches across our mission community, in the light of the many challenges they 
now face, I thought it might be helpful for folks across the parish to see the result of 
our conversations including a review of what members of the church feel about our 
churches, the next steps in addressing some of the concerns expressed, the and is-
sues for the Parochial Church Council to consider. 
 

You can read the full report on the Whimple News website. Just go to: 

www.whimplenews.uk 
And click on the box that says ôEast Clyst Churches Vision Dayõ 
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ROUND 1 

FESTIVE FOOD. Identify these traditional dishes or drinks by their ingredients 

1. 100g mixed dry fruit with peel, 180ml apple juice, 7g dried yeast, 250g plain 
flour, 30g blanched almonds, pinch cinnamon, pinch allspice, pinch ground 
cloves, 75g marzipan, 10g melted butter, 1tbs icing sugar 

2. 8 rashers streaky bacon, 16 chipolatas, 16 dry sage leaves, 1tbs honey 

3. Cinnamon stick, 2 star anise, 4 cloves, 2 strips lemon zest, 4 tbs caster sugar, 
750ml red wine, 8 sponge fingers, 75mls sherry, 1 x 400g pears, strawberry jam, 
10 ratafia biscuits or macaroons, 600ml vanilla custard, 300mls double cream, 
25g flaked lightly toasted almonds 

4. Roasted chestnuts, walnuts, cashews, dried apricots, red onion, garlic, parsnip, 
carrot, rosemary, thyme, flour, sage leaves (optional), chia seeds (optional) 

 

ROUND 2  

MUSICAL NUMBERS. Remember the year of these Christmas Number Ones (and 
who sang them for bonus points!) 

1. Maryõs Boy Child - Oh My Lord 
2. Earth Song 
3. I Love Sausage Rolls 
4. Green Green Grass of Home 
5. Somethinõ Stupid 
 

ROUND 3  

KNOW YOUR GREENS. Name these popular Christmas plants 

1. HEDERA Helix 
2. PICEA Abies 
3. ILEX Aquifolium 
4. VISCUM Album 
5. EUPHORBIA Pulcherrima 
 

1ROUND 4  

FASCINATING FESTIVE ôFACTSõ (well sort of facts!!) 

1. When did people start sending Christmas cards? A: 1743  B: 1803  C: 1843 

2. How long did it take Charles Dickens to write ôA Christmas Carolõ?                   
A: 6 Days  B: 6 Weeks  C: 6 Years 

Christmas Quiz 
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 3. Santa have to go to deliver all his presents around the world on Christmas Eve?  
A: 650 miles/sec   B: 6500 miles/sec   C: 65000 miles/sec 

4. How many US States grow Christmas Trees?    A: 30   B: 40   C: 50 

5. Which was the first Christmas song in space?  A: Jingle Bells   B: Rudolph the 
Red Nosed Reindeer   C: White Christmas 

 

ROUND 5 

JOLLY JUMBLES . Unscramble these anagrams for typical Christmas items 

1. Fit garishly 
2. Miss Chatterer 
3. Knife scanner 
4. Casual ants 
5. Amber gardening 
 

ROUND 6  

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE. Find the differences in these jolly snowmen 

Answers on page 56 
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Dear neighbours, 
I hope this finds you all safe and well in the run-up to 
Christmas. The eagle-eyed amongst you may have noticed 
that my regular surgery schedule will see December and 
January slots very close to, or on, public holidays over the 
festive season ð I can confirm my surgeries on 18th 
December and 1st January will be going ahead as normal. I 
will also be available by the usual channels throughout the 
Christmas break. 
Last update, I mentioned an upcoming review of East 
Devonõs ongoing public toilets plan. Iõm pleased to say that works on the first round 
of major public toilets at key locations in Exmouth, Sidmouth, and others will be 
undertaken this Winter season, with a further round due in Winter 2024/25. Talks 
are ongoing for towns and parishes to take on the remaining facilities not earmarked 
for upgrade, but while government continues to refuse to fund public toilets as a 
statutory service, and with continuing pressures on local council budgets, the future 
of these other facilities unfortunately remains uncertain. 
On the emerging East Devon Local Plan, I and other local ward members have 
recently raised concerns regarding the lack of attention thus far to ôgreen wedgeõ 
policy, which limits development in areas of countryside between towns and 
villages that otherwise might be at risk of coalescence. As many of you will know, 
the current Local Plan includes a green wedge between Whimple and Cranbrook; at 
Strategic Planning Committee, I have called for a report early in 2024 with updated 
proposals for this and other green wedges in East Devon, and will be fighting hard to 
make sure our green wedge is preserved in the new Local Plan. I also understand 
that there should be a consultation on the green wedge policy, as well as some 
other issues, at some point in 2024. 
A little closer to home, a number of you continue to raise issues with me regarding 
the shocking state of some of our local roads. Iõd like to reassure everyone that 
these concerns are being heard ð I am submitting reports to Devon Highways, and 
where necessary to our County Councillor, on a regular basis ð and that Highways 
are, I understand, continuing to visit and inspect all reports of issues. Regrettably, 
ongoing serious budgetary challenges at Devon County, as well as some of the very 
poor weather we have had recently, continue to restrict Highwaysõ ability to quickly 
undertake non-critical repairs. 
Finally, though on a related note, Iõm aware of residentsõ concerns regarding the 
safety of the public footpath from Dince Hill Close to the Square. The Parish Council 
and I are working urgently to find out who is responsible for the footpath and to 
ensure that repairs to the safety railing are undertaken as soon as possible. In the 
meantime, please do take care if you are using this route. 
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As always, if there are any issues youõd like to raise with me, Iõm available at 
todd.olive@eastdevon.gov.uk or on 07925 847933 to discuss or make an 
appointment. My regular, no-appointment surgeries are ongoing at The Hive, 
opposite the Thirsty Farmer, where Iõm available 4pm-7pm on the first Monday, 
and 8am-12pm on the third Monday, every month ð itõd be great to see you. 
Cllr Todd Olive 
Whimple & Rockbeare ward, East Devon District Council 
Assistant Portfolio Holder for Coast, Country & Environment 


