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Reg no: 4094 

 

 

OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Tel: 01404 811773 Mobile: 07974 818833 

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 



 

3 

 

The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
ñññ 

 

 

 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

 

Music Date  

23rd December - The Rock Band  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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December 
  2nd Over 65s Christmas Party, Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm  
  3rd Orchard Harmony  - Requiem and Christmas Carols, St Maryõs Church; 

see posters for details 
10th Christmas Fun Activity for children. Victory Hall 9.30am ð 1.00pm 

Details on page 34 
10th History Society Christmas Lunch ð Cricket Club 12.00noon 
10th Whimple Cinema Victory Hall. 4.30pm ð The Polar Expressédetails on 

page 19 plus posters 
10th  Whimple Cinema Victory Hall, 7.30pm White Christmas  -details on 

page 19 plus posters 
17th Soup and Sarnie Team offer a Christmas Special lunch; 12.00noon for 

12.30pm Victory Hall.  Details on page 27 
24th Christmas Eve Carols 7.00pm in The Square (if wet, in the church) 
31st New Yearõs Eve 2011 in The Square ð details on page 38 

January 
13th VPA AGM, Committee Room, Victory Hall, 7.30pm Details on page 45 
17th Annual Wassail, starting at the New Fountain Inn 7.00pm. Singing 

practice outside the pub from 6.45pm - finishing at the Cricket Club.  
28th Pre School Quiz and Curry Evening, Victory Hall; doors open at 7.00pm 

for 7.30pm start ð details on page 23 
28th Soup and Sarnie lunch, Victory Hall 12.00noon 

February 
  3rd On a Whim Promotions present Madison Violet and Abi Rich at the 

Victory Hall, doors open 6.30pm Details on pages 20/21 
16th Whimpletons pantomime, Ivanhoe, Victory Hall 7.30pm See page 13 
17th  Whimpletons pantomime, Ivanhoe, Victory Hall 7.30pm 
18th Whimpletons pantomime, Ivanhoe, Victory Hall matinee - 2.30pm 
18th Whimpletons pantomime, Ivanhoe, Victory Hall 7.30pm 

       

Whatõs On in Whimple  

 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the availability 
of venues and when booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 
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Ed the Ed 
 

Welcome to the Christmas edition of your Whimple 
News. We hope that you enjoy this festive offering and the many 
events/activities that are happening in this great village of ours over the 
next few weeks. Please support them where you canéand enjoy them!  

I hope that those of you who came to the ôWasters of Whimpleõ 
afternoon on 19th November enjoyed all the produce on display and 
were interested in the future of the local produce project. Well done to the 
Wasters especially to Jenny and Alison.   

I see from the PO page that Jim Creasy has now ôoutedõ himself as a cross-
dresser. This means that it will only be a matter of time before he (and Alison) 
beat a path to THE Cross-Dresserõs club of Whimple that masquerades as the 
Whimpletons pantomime group.   

Speaking of pantomimes, gentle reader (another seamless link that you will 
admire), you need to stand ready to buy your tickets in the New Year for the 
next extravaganza that knows no bounds. The Whimpletons will be attempting 
to present their version of ôIvanhoeõ or, as some of the cast are already calling it, 
ôIvanõs Hoõ, which I still donõt understand. We have a number of new faces this 
year, and the script is very good ð as ever!  

I am pleased to report that the Bra Babes (the current Mrs H and Viv) completed 
the Cardiff half marathon in October, as power walkers, in under three hours 
which is a brilliant result. Plus the current Mrs H excelled herself in the 
Shortbread section of the VPA show in August when she was given a ôHighly 
Commendedõ, which for a short while, became her household name! I think a 
Christmas gift on the theme of ôModestyõ is in order here.  

We bade farewell to the lovely Joy Little in early October, and it was nice to see 
that Rob Wilkinson came back to conduct her funeral service. The church was 
full of friends and family who all wanted to pay their respects to a lady in her 
102nd year ð what a long and full life Joy had! 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THIS RURAL EPISTLE 
(GUARANTEED NOT TO PHONE HACK), THEN PLEASE PASS YOUR WORDS 
TO SMALL OUTLET AND ALISON C/O SANTAõS GROTTO, AT THE PO. IF 
CROSS-DRESSING OFFENDS YOU, PLEASE ZIP IT TO BOB ON 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk., BY MONDAY 9th JANUARY. THANKS! 

The Whimple News team wish you and your families a safe and happy Christmas 
and New Year. 

Ed H  
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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Whimple Post Office News 

 
A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to our Children In Need collection, 
we raised a grand total of Ã175.82. For those who missed the gorgeous 'Julia', who 
helped us on the day, don't worry, I have a feeling she may join us again at some 
point in the future. 
I'm trying to persuade her to sell kisses for Comic Relief, so watch this space. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Just for December we are extending our opening hours. 

For your convenience we will open all day and every day. 
Mon - Fri 9.00am - 5.30pm      Saturday 9.00am - 12.30pm 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Here are the all important last Christmas Posting dates. 

 

Air Mail Overseas 
 

Mon 5th Dec South and Central America, Caribbean, Africa, Middle East, 
Asia, Far East, Japan, Australia, New Zealand. 

Fri 9th Dec Eastern Europe, USA, Canada. 

Mon 12th Dec Western Europe. 
 

and in the UK 
 

Wed 14th Dec Standard Parcels. 

Sat 17th Dec Second Class. 

Tues 20th Dec First Class. 

Wed 21st Dec Parcelforce express 48. 

Thurs 22nd Dec Special Delivery. 

Fri 23rd Dec Special Delivery with Saturday guarantee. 
 

Of course we recommend that you post well before these dates, if you possibly can. 
 

Finally, Jim and I thank you all for your continued support throughout 2011. 
 

We wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year. 
 

Jim and Alison 
 

Tel 822359 during opening hours only please.      
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    Christmas Eve  Carols 

7.00pm in The Square 
(in Church if wet or too cold) 

Instrumentalists; 

please ring Emma Palmer 

(823083) 

Music available in advance. 

Collection in aid of Devon Air Ambulance 

Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

Repairs to Listed and Historic Properties  

Traditional Lime Mortar Repointing  

Brick Repairs - Walling  

 

Clyst St. George, Near Exeter 

 

     Tel: 01392 879824  Mob: 07825 698507 

Email: info@abacusstoneconservation.co.uk  

Web: www.abacusstoneconservation.co.uk  
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE  

For Sale -  pre -owned caravans  

and caravans sold on owners behalf.  

Caravans also bought and sold.  

01404 822116  

or  

07985 179399  

London Road, Whimple  

 
 

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  
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MP 
Property  

Maintenance  

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating Plumbing,  

Gardening  
General Repairs and Maintenance  

 

 

No Call out charge  
Free Estimates  
24hr callout service  

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 
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Whimple Coach honoured 

at Brit Insurance Annual Achievement Awards 
 

Trevor Griffin, of Whimple-based cricket 
coaching company T.C.C., was honoured at 
a national awards ceremony earlier this 
ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
{ƘƛƴŜΩ /ƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ !ǿŀǊŘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǘ [ƻǊŘΩǎ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ 
Ground to celebrate the work being done by Chance to Shine supported by Brit 
Insurance. The star-studded event was attended by the Governor of the Bank of 
England and Chance to Shine President, Mervyn King, England captains Andrew 
Strauss and Charlotte Edwards, along with fellow England players Chris Tremlett, 
Jade Dernbach, Lydia Greenway, Caroline Atkins & Jenny Gunn. 

¢ƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŎǊƛŎƪŜǘ ŀƴŘ 
education, his willingness to try out new ideas and challenge his own ability as well 
as the children, teachers and coaches he engages with on a day to day basis. 

{ǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ [ȅŘƛŀ DǊŜŜƴǿŀȅΣ ¢ǊŜǾƻǊ ǎŀƛŘ 
ά¢ƻƴƛƎƘǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΦ ¢ƻ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ wƻƻƳ ŀǘ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 
among so many people working to encourage grass roots cricket within state schools 
is very special; to win an award and be named Coach of the Year on top of that is an 
ƘƻƴƻǳǊΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ LΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ς ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜΣ LΩƳ 
ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘΗέ 

The awards recognised the efforts of coaches, teachers and club managers from 
across the UK who are involved in the country's biggest school sports development 
initiative on behalf of the Chance to Shine charity. Locally, the project has been 
operating in over 20 primary and secondary schools in Exeter for the past 2 years as 
well as in other parts of the county, co-ordinated by the Devon Cricket Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trevor receiving his award from England star Lydia Greenway 
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Louise Turner N.D. Hort  
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort  

Tel 01837 89285     Mob 07811781137 

  e-mail: info@goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk  
       www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk  

 Garden Design and Construction  
from a single border to a total make-over 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT 
PLANT ADVICE    -    FREE CONSULTATION 
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SLEEPLESS IN WHIMPLE 

 

Dear Editor, 
I would be grateful if you could publish this letter in the next edition of the 
Whimple News. I am contacting you in a desperate attempt to find the ôlove 
of my lifeõ. I have always scoffed at stories of people experiencing ôlove at 
first sightõ, ôeyes making contact across a crowded roomõ and all that soppy 
rubbish. Well no more, it has happened to me in Whimple of all places. 

On Friday 18th November 2011 I happened to pop in to Whimple Post 
Office before going for an appointment at the opticians, expecting to see 
Alison busily beavering away with Jim supervising. But no, apparently Jim 
was off for the day, something about him having a Red Nose. There behind 
the counter, standing in as a most able replacement for Jim, was a most 
attractive young lady. She had a welcoming smile, fluttering eyelashes and 
rosy cheeks and made an immediate impact on me. What a ôcrackerõ, 
beautiful brunette hair, piercing blue eyes (behind her specs), lovely 
cleavage in a most beautiful dress, a deep, husky almost manly voice. I did 
not get see her legs as she was sitting, pouting behind the counter but I can 
only imagine them to be perfect. In short, she was most definitely the 
woman of my dreams.  

Not at all the type of woman you would expect to meet in sleepy old 
Whimple. She was a cross between Elizabeth Taylor and Anne 
Widdicombe, well the hair colouring was a bit like Elizabeth Taylor. The 
resemblance to Anne Widdicombe is true. I was so taken aback that I forgot 
to ask her for her mobile number. In a state of shock I left the Post Office 
and since that fateful first meeting I have found I just canõt stop thinking 
about her. I am not sleeping properly, I am off my food. I just know it must 
be the ôreal thingõ. I have not felt like this about a woman for a long, long 
time. To be honest I have avoided women since my first love ran off with a 
Postman on a motorbike before the War (the Gulf War!). 

I returned to the Post Office the next day, desperately hoping to see her and 
to have the courage to ask her out for a candlelit dinner in the New 
Fountain only to find Jim was back behind the counter, his red nose looking 
much better. Alas, no sign of the love of my life. 

If any of your readers can help me find this woman I would be most grateful. 
Any information, no matter how trivial should left at PO Box XXX at the Post 
Office. 

Yours truly, 

Love struck 
(Whimple) 
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What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 
 

ôThe Mortgage Makeoverõ 
 

 
Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if youõre paying too much for 

your mortgage. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands 

of pounds. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay 
your mortgage off early. 

 
Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 

 

Contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
 

or email ð stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 
 

or by post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 
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WHIMPLE CINEMA 

Christmas Film Day 
 

Whimple Cinema is delighted to announce special screenings of two classic 
Christmas films on Saturday 10th December 2011 as part of our first annual film 
season. 

4.30pm: "The Polar Express" (U). FREE tickets available from the Post Office (note: 
children should be accompanied) 

The Polar Express is a wonderful, heart warming family Christmas film that 
children will love. 

7.30pm: "White Christmas" (U) - tickets Ã4 available from the Post Office 

WHITE CHRISTMAS is a treasure trove of Irving Berlin classics, among them 
'Count Your Blessings Instead of Sheep', 'Sisters', 'Blue Skies', and the beloved 
'White Christmas'. 

There will be mulled wine, mince pies, a festive barbecue, Christmas music and 
more... come along with your family to start your Christmas off in style by 
watching two of the greatest Christmas films of all time on the big screen in a 
great atmosphere. Bring your own alcohol (glasses available). 

All profits from refreshment sales will be donated to Whimple Pre-School. 

For the first time, tickets are available from the Post Office, or alternatively you 
can reserve online at  

http://whimplecinema.wordpress.com/ 
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Prizewinning Canadian Duo  
to Perform in Victory Hall 

 

We are thrilled to announce on behalf of On 
A Whim Promotions that the fantastic 
Madison Violet will be performing in the 
Victory Hall on Friday 3rd February 2012.  

Since releasing their last album, No Fool for 
Trying, Madison Violet won the 2009 John 
Lennon Songwriting Contest for their track 
ôThe Ransomõ, took home the 2009 
Canadian Folk Music Award for Vocal Group 
of the Year, and were nominated for multiple 
East Coast Music Awards and a 2010 JUNO 
Award for Roots & Traditional Album of the 
Year (Group). 

Their first disc, Worry the Jury (2004), was an introduction to the lush 
arrangements and harmonies that would become a Madison Violet hallmark, with 
their next album Caravan (2006) further exploring and incorporating country-
infused, toe-tapping melodies. 

Their breakthrough album was No Fool for Trying (2009). The record showcased 
Madison Violetõs heartfelt (and often heartbreaking) lyrics in brilliant contrast to 
their uplifting arrangements, pushing their graceful harmonies to the surface. 
Receiving a mass of acclaim from outlets including the BBC, the CBC, Maverick 
Magazine, NPR, and Penguin Eggs Magazine, No Fool for Trying made dedicated 
fans of even the most hard-to-crack critics. Ultimately, Madison Violet captured 
the attention of Mojo Magazine, landing "Small Of My Heart" on the publicationõs 
distinguished playlist, "Mojoõs Top 10," in December 2009. Madison Violet also 
have the unique distinction of being the only Canadians to win The John Lennon 
Songwriting Contest. 

Their latest release, The Good in Goodbye, is an album born from their growth, 
both together and apart. It is a diary of their personal and professional experiences 
together as friends and musicians, unique relationships that affect each other in 
profound ways.  

The duo has sold-out venues across North America and Europe, had the 
prestigious distinction of touring with Stuart McLeanõs Vinyl Cafe, and has shared 
stages with contemporaries such as Chantal Kreviazuk, Ron Sexsmith and The 
Indigo Girls. With their newest effort, Madison Violet prove theyõre among 
Canadaõs brightest singer/songwriters. 

In support will be Abi Rich from Bridport, a young lady whose voice captivated the 
entire audience when I first saw her perform. Abi is a local singer/songwriter who 
has been performing in Bridport and the surrounding area since she was just 13 
years old, starting with open mike nights and going on to sing at local festivals and 
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as support to more experienced local bands/
singers. Abi sings a mix of her own material 
and some covers to which she brings her own 
unique style. At still only 14 years old Abi is 
surely a name to look out for in the future. 

This will be a fantastic musical event not to be 
missed, at a bargain price of only Ã6.50 per 
ticket. Do yourselves a favour, and come 
along and be entertained by Madison Violet 
and Abi Rich. See posters for full details, and 
check out YouTube for some of their music. 

Alex and John 
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It Ruined My Holiday! 
  

From Thomas Cook Holidays 

Some of the guest's complaints during the season. 
  

"I think it should be explained in the brochure that the local store does not sell 
proper biscuits like custard creams or ginger nuts." 

"It's lazy of the local shopkeepers to close in the afternoons. I often needed to buy 
things during 'siesta' time - this should be bannedó 

"On my holiday to Goa in India, I was disgusted to find that almost every 
restaurant served curry.  I don't like spicy food at all." 

"We booked an excursion to a water park but no-one told us we had to bring our 
swimming costumes and towels." 

 A woman threatened to call police after claiming that she'd been locked in by 
staff. When in fact, she had mistaken the ôdo not disturbõ sign on the back of the 
door as a warning to remain in the room. 

"The beach was too sandy." 

"Topless sunbathing on the beach should be banned. The holiday was ruined as 
my husband spent all day looking at other women." 

"We bought ôRay-Ban' sunglasses for five Euros from a street trader, only to find 
out they were fake." 

"No-one told us there would be fish in the sea. The children were startled." 

óWe went on holiday to Spain and had a problem with the taxi drivers as they 
were all Spanish..." 

"The roads were uneven.ó  

"It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to England it only took the 
Americans three hours to get home." 

"The brochure stated:  'No hairdressers at the accommodationõ. Weõre trainee 
hairdressers - will we be OK staying there?" 

"There are too many Spanish people. The receptionist speaks Spanish. The food is 
Spanish. Too many foreigners now live abroad'" 

"We had to queue outside with no air conditioning." 

"It is your duty as a tour operator to advise us of noisy or unruly guests before we 
travel." 

"I compared the size of our one-bedroom apartment to our friends' three-bedroom 
apartment and ours was significantly smaller."  

"I was bitten by a mosquito - no-one said they could bite." 

"My fianc® and I booked a twin-bedded room but we were placed in a double-
bedded room. We now hold you responsible for the fact that I find myself 
pregnant. This would not have happened if you had put us in the room that we 
booked."  
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On Becoming a District Councillor ð Part 2:  
Meetings, Meetings, Meetings ...... 

 

After all the excitement of winning my seat I now had 
to find out how to do the job properly. First I was sworn 
in at the Council Offices at Knowle in Sidmouth, once a 
very grand house, but with all sorts of additions and 
extensions which make it into a rabbit warren where a 
shiny new councillor can easily get lost. The room 
numbering defies logic and even Council employees 
may have no idea where a particular room is: they have 
learned by rote the way from their office to the 
canteen, the loos and the front door, and have no idea 
where anything else is. Now, in the course of my 
Council duties when I need to seek out an officer or 
attend a meeting I allow for ògetting lostó time. 

 I was relieved and delighted to find that the Council run some excellent training 
courses for new members and I have found these extremely helpful in getting 
started. From this training I discovered that Councillors have three main roles: (a) 
involvement in the business of the Council at Knowle e.g. membership of 
committees andó think tanksó and participation in the planning committee and full 
Council meetings, (b) involvement in the work of the Parish Council e.g. attending 
Parish Council meetings and presenting my monthly report on what is happening 
at the Council, and (c) my responsibilities towards my constituents - helping 
individuals when they require advice or support in resolving some problem to do 
with the Council.  

 Whichever role I am performing it involves meetings, meetings and meetings!  
Council meetings can be morning, noon or night, Parish meetings are usually 
evenings, and constituents are any time. Meetings at the Council office can go on 
for up to eight hours and similarly, the Parish Council meetings can often be four 
hour blockbusters. There is some well validated research that suggests that 
meetings lasting more than forty minutes become increasingly ineffective, and 
there have certainly been a few where I have lost the will to live! As a new boy I 
have not been appointed to many committees but, by the same token, I think I 
should go to lots of the meetings to find out how they work, and how important 
they are in the administration of the Councilõs responsibilities. The Council Diary, 
known as ôThe Knowledgeõ, and published every week, seems to have an endless 
list of things to attend. However, much as they seem at times endless and 
interminable, they do provide an essential forum for the democratic process. And 
through these meetings I have learned to find my way around, found out what is 
going on, and met many interesting people. 
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I very quickly realised that the current Big Issue at the Council is the Local 
Development Framework (LDF) and I have attended as many meetings of the 
Local Development Framework Panel (LDF), as possible. The LDF will, when 
adopted, replace the current East Devon Local Plan, in place since 2006. The LDF 
review must be completed by February 2012 if the Council is going to be able to 
resist any development proposals put forward after the òLocalismó Bill becomes 
law.  

Without it, we will not be able to refuse planning permission because we 
wouldnõt be able to show that new building development planning had already 
been agreed in our area. This planning also includes town centres, environmental 
protection, climate change, housing policy for the elderly, housing viability, 
employment strategy, land monitoring of both employment land and domestic 
land, and a green infrastructure policy.  

 Over the last several months the LDF panel has been meeting every fortnight 
and in the last two months it has been meeting weekly with a final all day session 
on the first of November. The panel will finally meet to present its draft plan to 
the Development Management Committee on November 18th ð too late for this 
edition. So next time I will report on the draft.  

LOCAL ISSUES. I have been approached by constituents recently with three 
queries ð all in the Daisymount area. 

(a) The strange new development close to Keeperõs Cottage on the road to the 
Daisymount roundabout: I have enquired at the planning department about 
this, and it seems that a successful application to develop a garage had been 
granted by the Council several years ago. The time allowed to start 
development was about to expire so the owners of the land have made a 
start upon the development. By so doing they secure the planning 
permission in perpetuity and we might have to put up with this unfinished 
piece of landscaping for a very long time.  

(b) Willow View: The application to complete the Willow View site with 
additional chalet homes and further landscaping had been refused earlier 
this year, but Gordon Podbury turned up to the appeal with most of the 
residents in tow and they were delighted to see the appeal accepted by a 
whopping majority so he can now go ahead with completing this attractive 
site at Straightway Head. 

 (c) Signage to the crematorium. Several residents from Whimple and Hand and 
Pen have reported that distressed mourners have been found wandering 
around, trying to find the crematorium, having missed the one and only sign 
at the entrance.  Gerri Turner as Clerk to the Parish Council and myself, as 
District Councillor, have both presented written pleas to the crematorium 
company requesting some improvement in the signage, more particularly 
direction signs off the Daisymount roundabout and a second large sign at 
the crematorium entrance. Watch this space!           Cllr Martin Gammell 
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A Few Facts about Christmas  
 

Christmas was once a moveable feast celebrated at many different times during the 
year. The choice of December 25th was made by Pope Julius I in the 4th century 
A.D., because this coincided with the pagan rituals of Winter Solstice, or ôReturn of 
the Sunõ. The intent was to replace the pagan celebration with the Christian one.  

In 1647 the English parliament passed a law that made Christmas illegal. Festivities 
were banned by Puritan leader Oliver Cromwell who considered feasting and 
revelry on what was supposed to be a holy day to be immoral. The ban was lifted 
only when the Puritans lost power in 1660.  

In 1752 11 days were dropped from the year when the switch from the Julian 
calendar to the Gregorian calendar was made. The December 25th, date was 
effectively moved 11 days backwards. Some Christian church sects, called old 
calendarists, still celebrate Christmas on January 7th (previously December 25 of the 
Julian calendar).  

A traditional Christmas dinner in early England was the head of a pig prepared with 
mustard.  

At lavish Christmas feasts in the Middle Ages, swans and peacocks were sometimes 
served ôendoredõ. This meant the flesh was painted with saffron dissolved in melted 
butter. In addition to their painted flesh, endored birds were served wrapped in their 
own skin and feathers, which had been removed and set aside prior to roasting.  

In Victorian England, turkeys were popular for Christmas dinners. Some of the birds 
were raised in Norfolk, and taken to market in London. To get them to London, the 
turkeys were supplied with boots made of sacking or leather. The turkeys were 
walked to market. The boots protected their feet from the frozen mud. Boots were 
not used for geese: instead, their feet were protected with a covering of tar.  

ôHot cocklesõ was a popular game at Christmas in medieval times. It was a game in 
which the other players took turns striking a blindfolded player, who had to guess 
the name of the person delivering each blow. ôHot cocklesõ was still a Christmas 
pastime until the Victorian era. 

Before settling on the name of Tiny Tim for his character in ôA Christmas Carol,õ 
three other alliterative names were considered by Charles Dickens. They were Little 
Larry, Puny Pete, and Small Sam. After ôA Christmas Carolõ, Charles Dickens wrote 
several other Christmas stories, one each year, but none was as successful as the 
original.  

According to historical accounts, the first Christmas in the Philippines was 
celebrated 200 years before Ferdinand Magellan discovered the country for the 
western world, likely between the years 1280 and 1320 AD.  

It is a Christmas tradition that a wish made while mixing the Christmas pudding will 
come true only if the ingredients are stirred in a clockwise direction.  

According to a 1995 survey 7 out of 10 British dogs get Christmas gifts from their 
doting owners.  
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Christmas Special Lunch  

by the Soup and Sarnie Team  

12.00noon for 12.30pm  
on Saturday 17th December   

 

Come and Join us  
Bring your own wine if you wish  

to book your place ring John on 823614 or Pam on 822262  

The next Soup and Sarnie Lunch is on Sat 28th January 2012  


