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Reg no: 4094

OO0DELL PLUMBI NG

Tel: 01404 811773 Mobile: 07974 818833

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS.
BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS.
BATHROOMS & SHOWERS.

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS.
UNDERFLOOR HEATING.
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What Can I Fix For You 7

PC REPAIR & SUPPORT
PHOTO RESTORATION
BICYCLE MAINTENANCE

Call Alex on 07710 461205




eThlrStY Fa”h;
A preas (N QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER
ir g SUNDAY
A N Starts at 8.30pm
EVERYONE WELCOME!

The Thirsty Farmer

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ
Telephone: 01404 822287

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily
alongside traditional 0Fa

O Great Selection of fine Wines O

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday

Music Date
23rd December - The Rock Band




PETER SALTERR.TE.
MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers)

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation
Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding

Cars & Commercial Vehicles
Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054

Talaton Inn

Sunday Lunch - Dalily Specials
Bar Menu and Snacks

Restaurant open Tuesdays to
Saturday Evening

Good Ales, Good Food
Pop in and say Hello

Tel: 822214




What ds On in Whimpl e

December
2nd Over 65s Christmas Party, Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm
3rd Orchard Harmony -Requi em and Chri st mas
see posters for details
10th Christmas Fun Activity for children. Victory Hall 9.30af 1.00pm
Details on page 34
10th History Society Christmas Lunch Cricket Club 12.00noon
10th Whimple Cinema Victory Hall. 4.30pm3 ThePolar Express d e t a i
page 19 plus posters
10th Whimple Cinema Victory Hall, 7.30pnWhite Christmas -details on
page 19 plus posters
17th Soup and Sarnie Team offer a Christmas Special lunch; 12.00noon fo
12.30pm Victory Hall. Details on page 27

24th Christmas Eve Carols 7.00pm in The Square (if wet, in the church)
3lst New Year 06s Eve DdetalsompageBh e Sqgua

January

13th VPA AGM, Committee Room, Victory Hall, 7.30pm Details on page 453

17th Annual Wassalil, starting at the New Fountain Inn 7.00pm. Singing
practice outside the pub from 6.45pm finishing at the Cricket Club.

28th Pre School Quiz and Curry Evening, Victory Hall; doors open at 7.00p
for 7.30pm startd details on page 23

28th Soup and Sarnie lunch, Victory Hall 12.00noon

February
3rd On a Whim Promotions present Madison Violet and Abi Rich at the
Victory Hall, doors open 6.30pm Details on pages 20/21
16th Whimpletons pantomime, Ivanhoe, Victory Hall 7.30pm See page 13
17th Whimpletons pantomime, Ivanhoe, Victory Hall 7.30pm
18th Whimpletons pantomime, Ivanhoe, Victory Hall matinee2.30pm
18th Whimpletons pantomime, Ivanhoe, Victory Hall 7.30pm

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the availabillty
of venues and when booking events.

If your Association has an event which _Iyo_u would like listed above pleage
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or email nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk
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IN THE UK’S \ \
TOP 100
RESTAURANTS,
OCTOBER 3
2010 ‘

Try our ‘Totally Devon’ menu b
still only £25 for 3 fantastic courses.

Telephone: 01404 822240.
www.jackinthegreen.uk.com ~
Rockbeare, Near Exeter, Devon EX5 2EE
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Ed the Ed

Welcome to the Christmas edition of your Whlmple
News. We hope that you enjoy this festive offering and the man
events/activities that are happening in this great village of ours over thZ{§
next few weeks. Pl ease support

I hope that those of you who
afternoon on 19th November enjoyed all the produce on display anG™;
were interested in the future of the local produce project. Well done to the

Wasters especially to Jenny and Alison.

I see from the PO page that Jim Cre
dresser. This means that it will only be a matter of time before he (and Alison)
beat a path toTHECrossDr esser ds c¢cl ub of Whi mpl «
Whimpletons pantomime group.

Speaking of pantomimes, gentle reader (another seamless link that you will
admire), you need to stand ready to buy your tickets in the New Year for the

next extravaganza that knows no bounds. The Whimpletons will be attempting

to present their version of ©&lvanhoe
6l vands Hod, which | still dondt wund
year, and the script is very good as ever!

| am pleased to report that the Bra Babes (the current Mrs H and Viv) completed
the Cardiff half marathon in October, as power walkers, in under three hours
which is a brilliant result. Plus the current Mrs H excelled herself in the
Shortbread section of the VPA show |
Commended?d, which for a short whi | e,
Christmas gift on the theme of O0Mode

We bade farewell to the lovely Joy Little in early October, and it was nice to see
that Rob Wilkinson came back to conduct her funeral service. The church was
full of friends and family who all wanted to pay their respects to a lady in her
102nd yeard what a long and full life Joy had!

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THIS RURAL EPISTL
(GUARANTEED NOT TO PHONE HACK), THEN PLEASE PASS YOUR WORD
TO SMALL OUTLET AND ALI SON C/ O SANT
CROSSDRESSING OFFENDS YOU, PLEASE ZIP IT TO BOB ON
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk., BY MONDAY 9th JANUARY. THANKS!

The Whimple News team wish you and your families a safe and happy Christmas
and New Year.

EdH




» DRAIN-WIZARD

Pitch Fibre Specialists
Drainage & Light Plumbing Services

24 Hour Emergency Service

Blockages, Jetting, CCTV, Repairs, Lining,
Renewals, Septic Tank & Soakaway
Problems, Toilets, Ball Valve & Leaks

Tel: 0800 1076063
Mobile: 07815 064669

LANGMEAD T At
MEMORIALS Ltd <82 .

LOCAL FAMILY FIRM FOR
OVER 100 YEARS

MEMORIALS IN GRANITE
AND LOCAL STONE

SHOWROOMS AND WORKSHOPS
AT WHIMPLE, DEVON

Tel: 01404 823555

www.langmead-memorials.com




y Whimple Post Office News ~

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to our Children In Need collection,
we raised a grand tot al of A175.82. F
helped us on the day, don't worry, | have a feeling she may join us again at sorr
point in the future.

I'm trying to persuade her to sell kisses for Comic Relief, so watch this space.

Just for December we are extending our opening hours.
For your convenience we will open all day and every day.
Mon -Fri 9.00am-5.30pm  Saturday 9.00arm12.30pm

Here are the all important last Christmas Posting dates.

Air Mail Overseas

Mon 5th Dec South and Central America, Caribbean, Africa, Middle East,
Asia, Far East, Japan, Australia, New Zealand.
Fri 9th Dec Eastern Europe, USA, Canada.
Mon 12th Dec Western Europe.
and in the UK
Wed 14th Dec Standard Parcels.
Sat 17th Dec Second Class.
Tues 20th Dec First Class.
Wed 21st Dec Parcelforce express 48.
Thurs 22nd Dec  Special Delivery.
Fri 23rd Dec Special Delivery with Saturday guarantee.

Of course we recommend that you post well before these dates, if you possibly can.

Finally, Jim and | thank you all for your continued support throughout 2011.

We wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.
Jim and Alison

Tel 822359 during opening hours only please.
9



Grandisson

FIRES, FIREPLACES,

FREE ADVICE AND SURVEYS
EXPERT AND QUALIFIED FITTING BY OUR OWN FULLY SKILLED TRADESMEN
VISIT OUR LARGE SHOWROOMS

GRANDISSON, 26-28 FINNIMORE IND. EST, OTTERY ST MARY, EX11 1NR

TEL: 01404 812876

STOVES =

& DECORATIVE PLASTER

' BAY TREE "‘BAY TREDA

SHOE REPAIRS)

« KNIFE AND SCISSOR SHARPENING
* SHOE REPAIRS / ACCESSORIES
« WATCH BATTERIES / STRAPS

. = DRY CLEANING / DUVETS
B PATCHING & STITCHING

« KEY CUTTING

 *» ENGRAVING

Open
Mon, Tue, Thurs, Fri - 8am-5pm

Wed & Sat - Bam-1pm 11 Mill £
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please ring Emma Paimer
(823083)
i Music available in advance.
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Stone Conservation l I ﬁ l
. [ ]
Masonry & Conservation Nnuwd

Specialists

Repairs to Listed and Historic Properties Professional Graphic Design work, only £20 per item
Traditional Lime Mortar Repointing Logos « Business Cards « Adverts « Flyers

Brick Repairs - Walling

Clyst St. George, Near Exeter

Tel: 01392 879824 Mob: 07825 698507

Email: info@abacusstoneconservation.co.uk Contact Katie on 01404 823810
or email me at: katie.silkydesigns@gmail.com

Web: www.abacusstoneconservation.co.uk
\ | can also arrange printing if required J




EXETER CARAVAN
CENTRE

For Sale - pre-owned caravans
and caravans sold on owners behalf,

Caravans also bought and sold.
01404 822116
or
07985 179399
London Road, Whimple
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> Irdle 3| caPITAL &

: : CITY TAXIS
: Ceilidhs, Parties :

: Weddings, Sing-a-longs : 01392 433 433
: The band for : FOR ALL YOUR

@ all occasions ® AIRPORTS,

: : SEAPORTS & EXETER
® Tel 823083 g STATIONS

S  slack-magirdlecouk §
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5 THING WHIRPLETONS PRESENT

YE OLDE PANTO

YON WHIMPLE VHIAGE HAILE
FTHURSPAY 16TH FEBRUARY 7.00PM,
FRIDAY 1ZTH 7.0OPM,

SATURDAY 1ISTH MATINEE 2.30PM
{(SAME € ASTYH,
SATURDAY 1ISTH EVENING PERFORMANCE

T .JOPM
MAKE HASTE TO THE POSTE OFFICE!
> TICKETS £5 ADULT £3 CHILDREN K
ALLOCATED SEATS

TEA SHOPPE. HOSTELRY FROM 7PM EACH EVENING!
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" MP Property : EX5 Dog Days
H n

EE Maintenance " The dog minding

n " .

" Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, . §erv1ce for

1 Painting and Decorating Plumbing, - caring owners

n Gardening .

n General Repairs and Maintenance n

" s  www.exbdogdays.com

n 07768176 623
n 01404822 744

I No Call out charge
Free Estimates
n 24hr callout service

n " Providing knowledgeable,
L] .

" ) I- professional day or stay
:: Tel' 8%4818;]_. ?;jggg :: care in a home environment
n
" o | Half days - Whole days - Holidays

Your local
plumbing and heating experts

R
Climate

Mona Diaz Ramsay

Curtains, Blinds and Soft Furnishings
ACGI Qualified

« Gas, Qil, LPG or Solar

« New installations

« Servicing, breakdowns and repairs Branscombes
. Aller Grove
» Help and advice .
. . Whimple
» Buy Now Pay Later options available
01404 322433

For all types of heating and hot water
Call 01392811420

-Bespoke Service-
Consultations, Fabric Advice,
Accessories and Alterations

www.climatesolutionssouthwest.co.uk




Whimple Coach honoured
at Brit Insurance Annual Achievement Awards

Trevor Griffin, of Whimpldased cricket
coaching company T.C.C., was honoured E i i il
Cricket

a national awards ceremony earlier thi @Chqnce to Shine

Y2Y(iK @¢KSy KS NBOS swoers o Bt Insurance
{KAYSQ /2F0K 2F GKS [ SINJ! 4 NR®
¢KS 3INBFIG YR (GKS 322R 2F (GKS ONAO]
Ground to celebrate the work being done by Chance to Shine supported by E
Insurance. The stastudded event was attended by the Governor of the Bank o
England and Chance to Shine President, Mervyn King, England captains Anc
Strauss and Charlotte Edwards, along with fellow England players Chris Trem|
Jade Dernbach, Lydia Greenway, Caroline Atkins & Jenny Gunn.

¢KS 2dzR3ISa 6SNBE AYLINBAASR gAGK ¢NBG2I
education, his willingness to try out new ideas and challenge his own ability as w
as the children, teachers and coaches he engages with on a day to day basis.
{LISF1TAY3 FFTFTGSNI NBOSAQGAY3I KAA | 8 NR
G¢2yA3IKG KFra oSSy Ly FYFTAy3 2001 ais
among so many people working to encourage grass roots cricket within state scho
is very special; to win an award and be named Coach of the Year on top of that is
K2y 2d2NE &2YSUKAYR AGL0Q&f Oy 86 8ldi SH26NAH S d
2OSNBKSEt YSRHE

The awards recognised the efforts of coaches, teachers and club managers fr
across the UK who are involved in the country's biggest school sports developm
initiative on behalf of the Chance to Shine charity. Locally, the project has be
operating in over 20 primary and secondary schools in Exeter for the past 2 years
well as in other parts of the county, @rdinated by the Devon Cricket Board.

Trevor receiving his award from England star Lydia Greenway



gilbert

SOLICITORS
* Residential Property * Personal Injury
* Wills Probate & Trusts * Family & Mediation
e Company & Commercial e Employment
* Business Sales & Purchases * Financial & Investment Services

e Landlord & Tenant e Licensing

15 - 17 Southernhay East, Exeter also at ottery st Mary and Sidmouth
01392 424242

Gilbert Stephens LLP is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (no: 536070). Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority (no: 521029).

Garden Design and Construction
from a single border to a total make-over

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT
PLANT ADVICE - FREE CONSULTATION

olden Leaf

Landscapes

Louise Turner N.D. Hort

Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort

Tel 01837 89285 Mob 07811781137

e-mail: info@goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk
www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk
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SLEEPLESS IN WHIMPLE

Dear Editor

| would be grateful if you could publish this letter in the next edition of th
Whi mpl e News. I am contacting yol
of my 1ifeb0. [ have always scoff
first sightodo, O0eyes making cont ac

rubbish. Well no more, it has happened to me in Whimple of all places.

On Friday 18th November 2011 | happened to pop in to Whimple Pos
Office before going for an appointment at the opticians, expecting to se
Alison busily beavering away with Jim supervising. But no, apparently
was off for the day, something about him having a Red Nose. There beh
the counter, standing in as a most able replacement for Jim, was a r
attractive young lady. She had a welcoming smile, fluttering eyelashes
rosy cheeks and made an i mmedi a:
beautiful brunette hair, piercing blue eyes (behind her specs), low
cleavage in a most beautiful dress, a deep, husky almost manly voice. |
not get see her legs as she was sitting, pouting behind the counter but |
only imagine them to be perfect. In short, she was most definitely tl
woman of my dreams.

Not at all the type of woman you would expect to meet in sleepy ol
Whimple. She was a cross between Elizabeth Taylor and Ar
Widdicombe, well the hair colouring was a bit like Elizabeth Taylor. T
resemblance to Anne Widdicombe is true. | was so taken aback that | for¢
to ask her for her mobile number. In a state of shock | left the Post Offi

and since that fatef ul first me e
about her. | am not sleeping properly, | am off my food. | just know it mu
be the O6real thingéo. I have not

time. To be honest | have avoided women since my first love ran off witt
Postman on a motorbike before the War (the Gulf War!).

| returned to the Post Office the next day, desperately hoping to see her a
to have the courage to ask her out for a candlelit dinner in the Ne
Fountain only to find Jim was back behind the counter, his red nose looki
much better. Alas, no sign of the love of my life.

If any of your readers can help me find this woman | would be most gratef
Any information, no matter how trivial should left at PO Box XXX at the P«
Office.

Yours truly,
Love struck
(Whimple)

D ==
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"‘. ® -
positivesolutions:

altogetherindividual

What could you do with ten minutes of your time?

d’ he Mortgage Makeoved

Ten minutes is al/l it takes to d
your mortgage.

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands
of pounds.

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay
your mortgage off early.

Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice.

Contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375

or email d stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk

or by post-Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF
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WHIMPLE CINEMA
Christmas Film Day

Whimple Cinema is delighted to announce special screenings of twelassic
Christmas filmson Saturday 10th December 2011as part of our first annual film
season.

4.30pm: 'The Polar ExpresqU). FREE tickets available from the Post Office (note:
children should be accompanied)

The Polar Express is a wonderful, heart warming family Christmas film tha
children will love.

7.30pm: 'White Christmag (U)-t i ckets A4 available fr

WHITE CHRISTMAS is a treasure trove of Irving Berlin classics, among ther
'‘Count Your Blessings Instead of Sheep', 'Sisters', 'Blue Skies', and the belove
‘White Christmas'.

There will be mulled wine, mince pies, a festive barbecue, Christmas music anc
more... come along with your family to start your Christmas off in style by
watching two of the greatest Christmas films of all time on the big screen in a
great atmosphere. Bring your own alcohol (glasses available).

All profits from refreshment sales will be donated to Whimple R8chool.

For the first time, tickets are available from the Post Office, or alternatively you
can reserve online at

http://whimplecinema.wordpress.com/

e B ' k.- - ! saturday
Al AV o 3 WHIMPLE CINEMA 10th December
: Whimple Preschool ' e

x . *
‘& Whimple Ginerna PRESENTS ¥ 2 7.30pm
el -4 [ Victory Hall

Saturday-10th Décetftber -
Doors open 4pm " *. . 7
for a 4.30pm.start .

Tickets £4, available from the Post Office
Bring your own drinks (glasses available)
MULLED WINE * MINCE PIES * FESTIVE BBQ

CHRISTMAS MUSIC

(All proceeds to Whimple P; WWW.WHIMPLECINEMA.WORDPRESS.COM




Prizewinning Canadian Duo
to Perform in Victory Hall

We are thrilled to announce on behalf of On xomss
A Whim Promotions that the fantastic !
Madison Violet will be performing in the
Victory Hall on Friday 3rd February 2012.

Since releasing their last alboum, No Fool for"":gr !
Trying, Madison Violet won the 2009 John . - ‘&
Lennon Songwriting Contest for their track ==
6The Ransomo, t ook ;
Canadian Folk Music Award for Vocal Group s
of the Year, and were nominated for multiple £¥
East Coast Music Awards and a 2010 JUNO &=
Award for Roots & Traditional Album of the F=sl
Year (Group). CiOiOe

Their first disc, Worry the Jury (2004), was an mtroductlon to the Iusr
arrangements and harmonies that would become a Madison Violet hallmark, witt
their next album Caravan (2006) further exploring and incorporating country
infused, toetapping melodies.

Their breakthrough album was No Fool for Trying (2009). The record showcase
Madi son Violetds heartfelt (and ofte
their uplifting arrangements, pushing their graceful harmonies to the surface
Receiving a mass of acclaim from outlets including the BBC, the CBC, Maveric
Magazine, NPR, and Penguin Eggs Magazine, No Fool for Trying made dedicate
fans of even the most hardo-crack critics. Ultimately, Madison Violet captured
the attention of Mojo Magazi ne, | and
di stinguished playlist, "Mojobds Top
have the unique distinction of being the only Canadians to win The John Lennol
Songwriting Contest.

Their latest release, The Good in Goodbye, is an album born from their growth
both together and apatrt. It is a diary of their personal and professional experience
together as friends and musicians, unique relationships that affect each other i
profound ways.

The duo has solebut venues across North America and Europe, had the
prestigious distinction of touring w
stages with contemporaries such as Chantal Kreviazuk, Ron Sexsmith and T
Il ndi go Girl s. Wi t h their newest ef f
Canadads brightest singer/songwriter

In support will be Abi Rich from Bridport, a young lady whose voice captivated the

entire audience when | first saw her perform. Abi is a local singer/songwriter whc

has been performing in Bridport and the surrounding area since she was just 1

years old, starting with open mike nights and going on to sing at local festivals an
20
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as support to more experienced local bands/ FEEEEs
singers. Abi sings a mix of her own material §&
and some covers to which she brings her own
unique style. At still only 14 years old Abi is
surely a name to look out for in the future.

This will be a fantastic musical event not to be
missed, at a bargain price cb nl 'y peb .
ticket. Do yourselves a favour, and come
along and be entertained by Madison Violet &
and Abi Rich. See posters for full details, and§
check out YouTube for some of their music.

Alex and John

on a whim PI’OMOﬁOM proudly present

Madison Qiolet

The stunning multiple award-winning
Canadian duo on their UK tour

Plus local singer/guitatist Abi Rich

Friday 3rd February 2012, Whimple Victory Hall
advance Tickets only £6.50

from Whimple Post Office, Ottery St Mary TIC
or online at http://www.onawhimpromotions.co.uk

Doors open 6:30 pm, licensed bar available




It Ruined My Holiday!

From Thomas Cook Holidays
Some of the guest's complaints during the season.

"l think it should be explained in the brochure that the local store does not sell
proper biscuits like custard creams or ginger nuts."

"It's lazy of the local shopkeepers to close in the afternoons. | often needed to buy
things during 'siesta’ timethis should beb an ne d 6

"On my holiday to Goa in India, | was disgusted to find that almost every
restaurant served curryl don't like spicy food at all."

"We booked an excursion to a water park but none told us we had to bring our
swimming costumes and towels."

A woman threatened to call police after claiming that she'd been locked in by
staff. When in fact, she had mistake
door as a warning to remain in the room.

"The beach was too sandy."

"Topless sunbathing on the beach should be banned. The holiday was ruined a
my husband spent all day looking at other women."

" We b o u gBant' surigBsses for five Euros from a street trader, only to finc
out they were fake."

"No-one told us there would be fish in the sea. The children were startled.”

6We went on holiday to Spain and hac
were all Spanish..."

"The roads were uneven.o©ob

"It took us nine hours to fly home from Jamaica to England it only took the
Americans three hours to get home."

"The brochure stated:' No hairdressers at t he a
hairdressers will we be OK staying there?"

"There are too many Spanish people. The receptionist speaks Spanish. The food
Spanish. Too many foreigners novive abroad™

"We had to queue outside with no air conditioning."

"It is your duty as a tour operator to advise us of noisy or unruly guests before we
travel."

"I compared the size of our ondedroom apartment to our friends' thredoedroom
apartment and ours was significantly smaller."

"l was bitten by a mosquite no-one said they could bite."

"My fianc® andbeddedbranra hut e ware plased i a double
bedded room. We now hold you responsible for the fact that | find myself

pregnant. This would not have happened if you had put us in the room that we
booked." 99



Presents

QUIZ & CURRY

When?
Saturday 28" January 2012
- { Where? )
.».\____‘\;_:J The Victory Hall, Whimple ~\;:«_:J
What time?

Doors open from 7pm for a 7.30pm start

How much are the tickets?

£7

Where can I get tickets?
Available in Whimple Post Office from
Wednesday 4" January 2012

Licensed Bar available on the night

All profits to Whimple Pre-school : charity number 1035316
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On Becoming a District Councillo® Part 2:
Meetings, Meetings, Meetings ......

After all the excitement of winning my seat | now had
to find out how to do the job properly. First | was sworn

in at the Council Offices at Knowle in Sidmouth, once a
very grand house, but with all sorts of additions and
extensions which make it into a rabbit warren where a
shiny new councillor can easily get lost. The room
numbering defies logic and even Council employees
may have no idea where a particular room is: they have
learned by rote the way from their office to the

canteen, the loos and the front door, and have no idea
where anything else is. Now, in the course of my
Council duties when | need to seek out an officer or
attend a meeting | allow for o0getti ng

| was relieved and delighted to find that the Council run some excellent training
courses for new members and | have found these extremely helpful in getting
started. From this training | discovered that Councillors have three main roles: (a)
involvement in the business of the Council at Knowle e.g. membership of
committees anddé think tanksd6é and part
Council meetings, (b) involvement in the work of the Parish Council e.g. attending
Parish Council meetings and presenting my monthly report on what is happening
at the Council, and (c) my responsibilities towards my constituentshelping
individuals when they require advice or support in resolving some problem to do
with the Council.

Whichever role | am performing it involves meetings, meetings and meetings!
Council meetings can be morning, noon or night, Parish meetings are usually
evenings, and constituents are any time. Meetings at the Council office can go on
for up to eight hours and similarly, the Parish Council meetings can often be four
hour blockbusters. There is some well validated research that suggests tha
meetings lasting more than forty minutes become increasingly ineffective, and
there have certainly been a few where | have lost the will to live! As a new boy |
have not been appointed to many committees but, by the same token, | think |
should go to lots of the meetings to find out how they work, and how important
they are in the administration of th
known as 06The Knowledged, and publ i s
list of things to attend. However, much as they seem at times endless and
interminable, they do provide an essential forum for the democratic process. And
through these meetings | have learned to find my way around, found out what is
going on, and met many interesting people.
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| very quickly realised that the current Big Issue at the Council is the Local
Development Framework (LDF) and | have attended as many meetings of the
Local Development Framework Panel (LDF), as possible. The LDF will, when
adopted, replace the current East Devon Local Plan, in place since 2006. The LDF
review must be completed by February 2012 if the Council is going to be able to
resist any devel opment proposals put
law.

Without it, we will not be able to refuse planning permission because we
woul dndt be able to show that new bu
been agreed in our area. This planning also includes town centres, environmental
protection, climate change, housing policy for the elderly, housing viability,
employment strategy, land monitoring of both employment land and domestic
land, and a green infrastructure policy.

Over the last several months the LDF panel has been meeting every fortnight
and in the last two months it has been meeting weekly with a final all day session
on the first of November. The panel will finally meet to present its draft plan to
the Development Management Committee on November 18t® too late for this
edition. So next time | will report on the draft.

LOCAL ISSUESI have been approached by constituents recently with three
gueriesd all in the Daisymount area.

(a) The strange new development <cl os
Daisymount roundabout: | have enquired at the planning department about
this, and it seems that a successful application to develop a garage had been
granted by the Council several years ago. The time allowed to start
development was about to expire so the owners of the land have made a
start upon the development. By so doing they secure the planning
permission in perpetuity and we might have to put up with this unfinished
piece of landscaping for a very long time.

(b) Willow View: The application to complete the Willow View site with
additional chalet homes and further landscaping had been refused earlier
this year, but Gordon Podbury turned up to the appeal with most of the
residents in tow and they were delighted to see the appeal accepted by a
whopping majority so he can now go ahead with completing this attractive
site at Straightway Head.

(c) Signage to the crematorium. Several residents from Whimple and Hand and
Pen have reported that distressed mourners have been found wandering
around, trying to find the crematorium, having missed the one and only sign
at the entrance. Gerri Turner as Clerk to the Parish Council and myself, as
District Councillor, have both presented written pleas to the crematorium
company requesting some improvement in the signage, more particularly
direction signs off the Daisymount roundabout and a second large sign at
the crematorium entrance. Watch this space! Clir Martin Gammell
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A Few Facts about Christmas

Christmas was once a moveable feast celebrated at many different times during th
year. The choice of December 25th was made by Pope Julius | in the 4th centur
A.D. , because this coincided with the
the Sund. The intent was to replace t

In 1647 the English parliament passed a law that made Christmas illegal. Festiviti
were banned by Puritan leader Oliver Cromwell who considered feasting and
revelry on what was supposed to be a holy day to be immoral. The ban was lifte
only when the Puritans lost power in 1660.

In 1752 11 days were dropped from the year when the switch from the Julian
calendar to the Gregorian calendar was made. The December 25th, date wa
effectively moved 11 days backwards. Some Christian church sects, called ol
calendarists, still celebrate Christmas on January 7th (previously December 25 of tt
Julian calendar).

A traditional Christmas dinner in early England was the head of a pig prepared wit
mustard.

At lavish Christmas feasts in the Middle Ages, swans and peacocks were sometim
served O0endoredd6. This meant the fl es
butter. In addition to their painted flesh, endored birds were served wrapped in their
own skin and feathers, which had been removed and set aside prior to roasting.

In Victorian England, turkeys were popular for Christmas dinners. Some of the birc
were raised in Norfolk, and taken to market in London. To get them to London, the
turkeys were supplied with boots made of sacking or leather. The turkeys wer:
walked to market. The boots protected their feet from the frozen mud. Boots were
not used for geese: instead, their feet were protected with a covering of tar.

6Hot cocklesd was a popular game at (
which the other players took turns striking a blindfolded player, who had to guess
the name of the person delivering ea
pastime until the Victorian era.

Before settling on the name of Tiny
three other alliterative names were considered by Charles Dickens. They were Littl
Larry, Puny Pet e, and Small Sam. Af t o
several other Christmas stories, one each year, but none was as successful as
original.

According to historical accounts, the first Christmas in the Philippines wa:
celebrated 200 years before Ferdinand Magellan discovered the country for the
western world, likely between the years 1280 and 1320 AD.

It is a Christmas tradition that a wish made while mixing the Christmas pudding wi
come true only if the ingredients are stirred in a clockwise direction.

According to a 1995 survey 7 out of 10 British dogs get Christmas gifts from thei
doting owners.
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Whimple Victory Hall

Christmas Special Lunch
by the Soup and Sarnie Team

12.00noon for 12.30pm
on Saturday 17th December
Come and Join us

Bring your own wine if you wish

to book your place ring John on 823614 or Pam on 822262
The next Soup and Sarnie Lunch is on Sat 28th January 2012

Felling & Dismantling e Reductions & Shaping
Hedge Cutting « Garden Clearance e Planting

Emergency Service « Log Supplies

For a free quote and advice:

Tel:
01404 841314

Mobile
07957 658202

www.setontreecare.com|

« NPTC Qualified staff

o Full Public & Employers
Insurance.

S.CARUTH N.C.H. Arb
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