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St Mary’s Church 
 

Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8am  Holy Communion  
   11am  All Age Service  
 2nd Sunday 11am  Holy Communion 
   11am  S club11 in the Scout Hut  
 3rd Sunday   8am  Holy Communion 
   11am  Morning Service 
 4th Sunday 11am  Holy Communion 
   11am  S club11 in the Scout Hut  
 5th Sunday 11am  Joint Benefice Communion 

 

S Club 11 restarts on September 12th.  
 
 

What‟s on in Whimple 

August 
13th Bingo at the Cricket Club Cricket Club    7:30 pm 
14th VPA Flower Show  Victory Hall 
17th Over 60s visit to Forde Abbey The Square    9:00am  
19th Race Night Thirsty Farmer 
28th Family Fun Day Thirsty Farmer 
 
September 
3–5th  Whimple Flower Festival St Mary‟s Church  10:00 am 
11th Sponsored Bike Ride – local churches 
12th S club 11 starts again Scout Hut  11:00 am 
18th Quiz Night for church Victory Hall    7:30 pm 
25th Harvest Festival Service St Mary‟s Church  11:00 am 
25th Harvest Lunch Victory Hall  12:30 pm 
 
November 
20th Big Night In - Angata Victory Hall  
 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability 
of venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Angela Smith on 822828 or e-mail Angela1smith@aol.com 
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 Ed The Ed 
Another Village week over…and a strong weather challenge for Adrian and his team! It 
started with the Beer festival at the Fountain on the first Sunday of that week…some 
excellent music from the group „I love Bobby‟ who made the trip from and to the Isle of 
Wight in one day! They played some great music during the afternoon, and it was 
accompanied by a fine Ploughman‟s (courtesy of Gill and Paul) and a couple of halves 
of Yellow Hammer (courtesy of John O‟Hanlon). Despite some rain, we managed to 
arrange cover, if only to protect the beer from dilution! 

The music theme continued with Orchard Harmony on the Wednesday (I have to admit 
that I wimped out on that due to the heavy rain, but they did move indoors), and then 
an excellent session in the Farmer on the Friday with Mid Life Crisis, who, in my opinion, 
get better and better. And on Saturday night in the Victory Hall, we had the 2 local 
bands, Bare Wires and White Spirit who entertained a good-sized crowd. 

Nicky and I had great fun judging the Fancy Dress on the Saturday afternoon (we were 
delighted to have been asked)  – everyone had gone to great lengths, with some 
brilliant examples of creativity. The Square was full of children and adults sporting all 
manner of costumes – well done to everyone who took part. The judging was not an 
easy task…so next year when you see Camilla bearing down on you to ask you to 
judge…time to hide!! 

Congratulations to Adrian and his team, not forgetting the bunting team who did a great 
job, despite a coach deciding to take some of it with them one day!  Adrian now is 
known as „Mr Beefburger‟ because it seemed that every time there was something 
organised during village week, there he would be with his BBQ and rolls! People are 
now scared to gather in small groups in The Square, fearing the rattle of a BBQ and the 
question from the Whimple chef, „Beefburger, anyone?‟ 

On a more serious note, villagers who read the July 16th edition of the Express and Echo 
would have been shocked to read that our revered Chairman of the History Society, has 
been labelled by the local press as the “notorious Plymouth drugs baron Richard 
Webber”. I always believed that Richard was following the fortunes of Plymouth 
football, but I can only assume that he was involved in darker deeds. I understand that 
the arrest came about following the publication of his photo in this fine magazine, 
showing him in some un-natural attire at Xmas time. We try to be a socially responsible 
magazine and are pleased that he will now be repaying his debt to society. The next 
History Society coach trip will be to his place of incarceration, bearing small gifts for 
such a tragic fall from grace by a village elder. Or has there been a case of mistaken 
identity? 

Following our collection in The Square for the News (see my later paragraph on this 
topic), we had many complimentary comments about your magazine, so thank you for 
those and it is good to know that many of you look forward to its publication. If you 
would like to add something to the content of the next edition, please get your 
contribution to the PO by Wednesday 15th September, or direct to Bob on:  
Bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk.  

Again, my thanks to our present and past contributors, to our dedicated team of 
deliverers and to the Whimple News team themselves who help to keep the magazine 
running. „You‟ve all done very well !!‟ 

Ed H 
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FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

“I have learned much from little cottage gardens that help to make our English 
wayside the prettiest in the temperate world. One can hardly go into the 
smallest cottage garden without learning or observing something new” 

These were the words expressed by Gertrude Jekyll, the very first lady of 
gardening. Born into a cultural and artistic family. She had grown up in the 
Surrey countryside where she learnt to identify the flowers, trees and birds, and 
grew to love the cottage gardens. It is certainly thanks to her vision that the 
gardens of today have a more informal and simple air than in Victorian times. 
One of the joys of visitors to our own Village Square is the sight of long 
established cottage gardens. Usually in our cottage gardens there is no set 
pattern and originally they were not created for the casual passer-by as they 
are mostly enclosed by hedges and walls. Planting is very spontaneous and 
whenever there is a space, in goes a plant very often given by a neighbour or 
friend or cuttings taken elsewhere. There is little or no exposed earth, which 
helps tremendously with weeding as often here is also a scattering of seeds to 
add to the hotch-potch. If it was not for cottage gardens many of our cherished 
flowers could well have disappeared. Cottage gardens are the real home for 
hollyhocks, old-fashioned English roses and, for good measure, an apple or 
plum tree. Gardens are colourful, bright and cheerful and above all very 
informal; what a jumble. They are very pleasing to the eye, and nostrils too, 
because aromatic flowers will always scent the air. Village gardeners are lovely 
people, they commune with nature, the creation and they know all about the 
seasons. That is why our annual outings with the Village Produce Association, 
so well organised by Pauline Rogers, are so popular. It is the day you meet 
kindred spirits. 

The 19th of June was a very special day for gardeners and garden lovers in our 
village. Members of the Whimple Village Produce Association opened their 
gardens for charity and what a tremendous success that turned out to be. Over 
five hundred pounds was the money raised; to be divided equally between the 
Ottery Hospital and the WVPA to fund our annual Flower show which will be 
staged on August 14th, a Saturday afternoon. 

 
 

 

There‟ll always be an England 
While there‟s a country lane 
Wherever there‟s a cottage small 
Beside a field of grain 
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The 19th June was enjoyed by all who took part and our numerous visitors 
on that wonderful sunny summer afternoon. We reached out and shared our 
love for the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of each hour. I had visitors 
from Holland who were particularly interested to learn that Jack‟s family are 
of Dutch origin who came to England with the Huguenots. De Groot was 
the family name, which became Grout once they settled down in this 
country. De Groot means the great. My Dutch friends were thrilled to see a 
Dutch rose called De Grootendorn in memory of that family. A great variety 
of people came; friends from neighbouring villages, and from further away 
Petersfield, Ugsborough were all enchanted by what they saw in the 
different gardens, which all have the stamp of the person who has created 
them. Over the many years I have lived in this village, I have been invited to 
look at all which were opened to the public with my faithful airedale and 
when I met so many garden enthusiasts. What a variety of expression, design 
and interpretation even in the smallest gardens. The three gardens I had not 
visited before, I made sure to go and see them privately. The Station House 
and two new gardens in Slewton Crescent owned by new members of the 
WVPA and as is so delightful amongst the gardening community I was 
greeted with open arms, that in itself was an experience which I would not 
have liked to miss. The pleasure to share is certainly the greatest gift of all. A 
couple of new members have also dedicated their time to making the corner 
by the railway bridge by Grove Road always colourful and well tended as is 
the little flower bed by the Victory Hall. This is real community spirit and so 
encouraging. 

Garden fashions have come and gone but they had no real effect on the real 
old-fashioned English cottage garden. The general ideas are as valid as ever 
and are far less time-consuming in a world where armies of gardeners in the 
great country house are an almost extinct race. I will finish by quoting the 
wonderful poem of Rudyard Kipling, a favourite of my father‟s:- 

 

 
 

 

Adam was a gardener 
And God who made him sees 
That half a proper gardener‟s work 
Is done upon his knees 
So when your work is finished 
You can wash your hands and pray 
For the Glory of the garden 
That it may not pass away. 
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Friday 3rd to 

Sunday 5th September 

St Mary’s Church,Whimple 

Invites you to a 

FLOWER FESTIVAL 

10.00 am to 5.00 pm  

Refreshments available. 
 

Proceeds to Church Restoration Fund.  
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Good Food, Good Wine, Good Ale, Good Time 

The Thirsty Farmer Inn 
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER   

DEVON EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY 

AT ITS BEST 

Chef’s Specials Board 

Delicious Homemade Desserts 

Vegetarian Menu 

Superb Sunday Roast 

Children’s Menu 

Patio and Garden 

We buy local 

Bookings are advisable especially at weekends 
to avoid disappointment 

U
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 New Menu 
 New Wines 
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WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT 
VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 

. 
 
It seems that this is going to be one of our most successful years judging by the way all our 
events are being supported. Following on from the hugely successful plant sale we had in 
May, the Open Gardens Day on Saturday 19th June was an even more successful event. 
Not only did we have a magnificent summers day but some one hundred and thirty 
people paid for the privilege of trampling all over various gardens around the village which 
made it such a successful day. Our grateful thanks go to all those people who volunteered 
their gardens for such careful scrutiny. We are also extremely grateful to Jenny and Branco 
Love for their superb cream teas. Rumour has it they did so many that Branco is thinking 
of establishing his own tea rooms specialising in cream teas! The superb support for this 
event means we have raised a substantial sum of money and the charity we are supporting 
is Ottery St. Mary Hospital. A cheque will be formally presented to Myrtle Docking at our 
annual flower show on Saturday 14th August. So thank you to all of you who came along 
and we hoped you enjoyed the experience. We have already had offers of gardens for 
next year so who knows, we could repeat the experience! 
 
This was followed by another excellent coach trip on Sunday 27th June, which was very 
kindly organised by Pauline Rogers and our thanks go to her for this. There is something 
about the dates we pick for this trip because once again it was a nice sunny day. Nearly 
thirty members and friends boarded the coach and, after a short stop in Bridport, duly 
arrived at Athelhampton near Dorchester. After a brief talk there was much to enjoy with a 
tour of the house and all the magnificent features in the gardens, particularly the fountain, 
boardwalk and Dove Cote. After a very enjoyable visit, the day concluded with a draw 
and the star prize of a lavender bush was won by Michael Mallett. 
 
Our final event for the year is undoubtedly our most 
important, the Annual Flower Show in the Victory Hall on 
Saturday 14th August. By the time this is printed no doubt all 
the exhibits will be ready and it will be just a case of waiting for 
the judges decisions. We hope that even if you haven‟t managed to 
enter this year, you will come along and see the show and admire 
the wonderful exhibits on display. 

 
Paul Wilson, 
Hon. Secretary. 
 



9 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY CLASSES FOR FLOWER SHOW 2004 

 
0701  Print (coloured) A landscape i.e. a vista or distant view without a dominant man 
made feature 

0702  Print (coloured) Reflecting the title “A Sporting Moment” 

0703  Print (coloured or black and white) Reflecting the theme “Loneliness” 

0704  Print (coloured or black and white) Portrait – head and shoulders, human 
subject 

0705  Print (coloured) Your favourite wildlife or pet  

0706  Print (black and white) Any subject 

0707  Coloured slide of any subject 

 
 

FLOWER ARRANGING CLASSES FOR FLOWER SHOW 2004 
THEME: CHILDREN‟S FICTION 

 
0501  SNOW WHITE – An arrangement of flowers and foliage for frontal effect. 
Arrangement not to exceed 560 mm x 560mm. No accessories. A niche will be 
provided for this class. CLASS OPEN TO ANYONE WHO HAS NOT PREVIOUSLY 
WON A TROPHY IN THIS SECTION BEFORE. 

0502  TINKERBELLE – A petite arrangement of flowers and foliage, accessories 
permitted, not to exceed 230 mm x 230 mm. Arrangement for all round effect to be 
staged on an open table. 

0503 ROBIN OF LOXLEY (ROBIN HOOD) – An arrangement of flowers and foliage 
using only your own or friends‟ flowers, i.e. no bought material, not to exceed 560 
mm x 560 mm. A niche will be provided for this class. 

0504  JUNGLE BOOK – An arrangement of flowers and foliage (accessories 
permitted) for all round effect not to exceed 600 mm x 600 mm. Separate tables will 
be provided for this class, but exhibitors must provide their own table covering. 

0505  TREASURE ISLAND – An arrangement of flowers and foliage, including dried 
materials and other accessories if wished, not to exceed 300 mm x 300 mm.                
A niche will be provided for this class. 
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 Need help using your PC? 

 New computer for Xmas? 

 Want to Learn MS Office packages? 

o Word processing 

o Excel spreadsheets 

o Access databases 

o PowerPoint presentations 

 Trouble using the Internet? 
 

Then call for assistance and discuss your 
requirements, then learn your way 1:1  

at affordable rates! 

Alan Hickman 
 (01404) 823449 

No charge if you don’t learn! 

 

 

SOFT 

FURNISHINGS 

& 

TRADITIONAL 

UPHOLSTERY 
 

Loose Covers to Recovers 

Cushions to Footstools 

Headboards to Bedding 

Curtains—Blinds—Pelmets 

Swags & Tails 

And much more 

 

Jo Harris 01884 277519 

 

Good Ales, Good Food 

Pop in and say Hello 
 

Tel: 822214  

Talaton Inn 
Sunday Lunch - Daily Specials 

Bar Menu and Snacks 

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening 
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Charity football match 
 

A charity football match in aid of St Mary‟s Church Whimple was held 
on Friday the 16th of July, which raised £215.30. Many thanks to all who 
played, and for the kind donations. The evening was a great success 
with a barbeque and a 50-50 draw to help raise the money. 

Big thanks to Vicky Kendrew-Welton who very kindly donated the food. 
Also thanks to the cricket club for letting us use their facilities. The game 
was played in good spirits with my team, the stripes, winning 6-4. Never 
mind Vicky there‟s always the charity cricket match, which I hope will be 
held in late September. 

I must just mention the man of the match, the Rev Rob Wilkinson, who 
had to play the whole game playing a half for each team and also scored 
a goal! What a great sport he is! We are looking for a good centre 
forward to play on Sunday mornings for the Whimple team but I think 
he has other commitments on Sundays. Once again many thanks to all 
who played or came along to support the event. 

Geoff Delves 
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S Club 11 will start back on Sunday 12th September in the 
Whimple Scout Hut. Come on down at 10:45 for various new games 
before the fun-packed programme begins at 11:00, with an hour of 
games, songs, quizzes, competitions, and so much more! If you're aged 
between 5 and 12, then make sure you come and join us. Those new to 
Year 1 are particularly welcome to become 'S-clubbers'! New for this term, 
we hope to start up a band for 10-12's!! 

S Club 11 is now on-line with its own web pags !!  
Go to www.geocities.com/dominyclan/SClub11.html and check out all 
the info and photos! 

For more details, contact Phil or Rebecca Dominy: 

tel. 822163 or email dominypr@hotmail.com  

Forthcoming dates: Sep 12, 19 (instead of 26),  

Oct 10, 24, Nov 14, 28 

 

Musical director: John Scarfe B.Ed., LT.C.L.          Registered Charity No. 900021 

Do you enjoy singing? Are you looking to join a friendly group of singers? 
Cantilena might be just what you are looking for. We are looking for singers 
of all voices and all abilities. 

Cantilena is a four-part ‘Chamber’ choir of about 30 members of all ages 
and backgrounds who love getting together to sing and if, along the way, 
our singing skills improve, well so much the better! Our musical tastes vary 
so we sing everything from the major Masses and Requiems of the classical 
composers to folk songs, spirituals, songs from the 1930s and works by 
local contemporary composers. Flexibility, fun and the magical process of 
translating written music to a lovely sound is what brings us together. It is 
not a requirement to be able to read music fluently. Some members learn 
note-by-note, some learn by ear; what we really hope for is ENTHUSIASM! 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT US OR Attend OUR CONCERTS - 
PLEASE CONTACT RUTH SIMPSON - SECRETARY ON EITHER (01392 832017) 

or dale.simpson@swisp.co.uk -  
OR COME ALONG TO OUR NEXT REHEARSAL - HELD ON THURSDAYS (DURING 

TERM TIME) IN THE MUSIC ROOM (ROOM 46), 
CLYST VALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, BROADCLYST FROM 7.15PM TO 9. 15PM. 

We look forward to your company. 
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“Learn a life skill with a Professional” 

J.C.Ball 
Driving Standards Agency Approved Driving Instructor 

 

FREE:-  First hour for beginners 
 

FREE:-  Loan of Videos and Books 
 

FREE:-  Pickup in Exeter & East Devon 
 

Refresher and Motorway Lessons 

  

“Safe drivin
g for life”

 
2 Manley Close 

Whimple 

Devon 

EX5 2UG 

(01404) 822764 

L L 

 
Longfield Cattery 

 
heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 
 
 
 

(now also looking after small animals) 

01404 822275 

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF  
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“Safe drivin
g for life”

 

  

  

 

EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE 

For Sale - pre-owned caravans 

also caravans sold on owners behalf. 

Caravans always bought and sold. 

01404 822116 

or 

07985399 

London Road, Whimple 

Touchdown 
For that Personal Touch… 
Unisex Manicure, Pedicure, Nail Extensions, 

Facials, Waxing, Massage and Air-brush Tanning 

Ample free parking at our salon situated  

close to the Jack in the Green, Rockbeare 
 

BEVERLEY J. HOWARD 
 

S.A.C. Dip (Manicure, Pedicure  

and beauty salon management) 
 

Tel: 01404 823805  Mobile: 07773 361416 
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 Our next Big Night In! 
 

Big Night In!/Villages in Action events will be happening again 

in the autumn.  

Confirmed so far………….. 

Saturday November 20th – Victory Hall 

ANGATA – the music of Mali 
Angata’s music is vivacious, dynamic and colourful. They use a 

range of instruments such as harmonica, African xylophone, 

djembes and hammered dulcimer to fuse the rich traditions of 

Malinke drumming and melodies with several other musical 

styles. They have all studied with master percussionists of 

Mali and Guinea.  

There will also be a drumming workshop – open to all - during 

the day 

By popular request Circus Berzercus will be back, probably in 

the autumn See next Whimple News for details 
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Veterinary Clinic, Whimple. 
 

New Surgery Arrangements 
In our continuing effort to improve the service we offer to our clients, we are 

pleased to announce that we are now equipped to perform routine surgical 

operations at the Whimple surgery.  
 

All consultations 'by appointment only'. 
 

Surgery times  

Monday -Friday    8.45 - 9.15 a.m. and 4.30 - 5.30 p.m. 

Saturday   10.30 - 11.30 a.m. 
 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call (01404) 823230. 

24 hour emergency service. 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Garden Machinery Repairs 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

 
Feet First 
Reflexology 

Joanne M Hicks MIFR 
Registered Practitioner 

Trowdon, Whimple 

01404 822884 0777 5828677 

jomhicks@aol.com 
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WHIMPLE OVER 60s CLUB 
 

6th August  Evening trip to Torquay 
   5.00 p.m. from the Square 

17th August Outing to Lynton and Lynmouth 
   9.00 a.m. from the Square 

No meetings during August but we usually meet every Tuesday at 2.30pm 
in the Victory Hall Snooker Room. 

 7th September Forde Abbey and Chard 
   9.00 a.m. from the Square 

14th September Speaker Mr R.White - Daffodills with a difference 

The Late Mr Gerald Bond 
 

Gerald passed away peacefully at his home on April 19th 2004.  The cremation 
took place at the Exeter & Devon Crematorium on April 27th 2004.  Many of 
Gerald‟s friends and family attended the service with standing room only in the 
chapel. The service was conducted by the Rev. David Wolford, at Gerald‟s 
request. 

Gerald was from a farming family who moved from the Chard area to Tipton St 
John when he was about 9 years old.  He was one of a family of five.  When his 
Dad gave up farming he went to work for Mr R. Gooding of Ottery, driving 
cattle lorries.  He also worked for ECC Quarries, Mr M Vinnicombe, Messrs. 
Whiteways‟ Farm, Maddern‟s Transport and finished with Parson‟s Haulage of 
Aylesbeare. 

Gerald came to Whimple some 30 years ago when he married Valerie.  He was 
a mainstay on the Beaver Carnival Float.  He collected money for the Scout 
Draw.  He served on the Parish Council for several years, and was a great help 
behind the scenes for the Beaver Colony.  One of his hobbies was his Fordson 
Major Tractor, which he used to take on the charity tractor runs. 

Valerie, Caroline and Sarah would like to thank everyone for their letters, cards 
and kind messages of sympathy received after his passing.  A special thank you 
to everyone who gave donations to the Haemodialysis Unit at the Royal Devon 
& Exeter Hospital, Wonford. The amount donated was over £1,000.  The money 
was used to buy a special weighing machine to enable them to weigh disabled 
people in their wheelchairs.  Many thanks.  

G.J.H. 
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ST MARY‟S CHURCH WHIMPLE 
 

Saturday 18th September. A Quiz Evening will be held at 7.30pm in The 
Victory Hall. Do come along either with a team, no more than six 
people, or make one up on the night. During an interval there will be a 
ploughman‟s platter. Fruit juices will be available or you can bring your 
own alcohol and glass. Tickets in advance if possible from Marion Styles 
at Station House 822550 or Sarah Smith 822123. 

Sunday 5th September  at 6.30pm in St Mary‟s, we have a „Songs of 
Praise‟ service. This will be the culmination of the Flower Festival being 
held 3-5th September. Come and sing hymns and enjoy the floral 
displays. 

Saturday 11th September is sponsored Bike Ride (or walk, horse-ride 
etc) Day. This is an annual event with the monies raised being shared 
equally between the Devon Historic Churches Trust and the rider‟s own 
church. The event takes place throughout the country and participants 
choose their own route and go at their own speed with the object of 
cycling to as many churches as they can between 10.00am and 6.00pm. 
Sponsorship can be so much per church or per mile. Participating can 
be lots of fun (whilst also testing your fitness!) and you will also be 
helping with the restoration and maintenance of our beautiful churches. 
Refreshments are provided at most of the churches you will visit. For 
more information and sponsorship forms, please contact Mike Ellingham 
on 822945. 

On Sunday 25th September we give thanks for the harvest with our 
Harvest Festival service at 11.00am. Guest preacher will be Revd Mark 
Rylands. Do come and join in our worship. Afterwards there is a Harvest 
Lunch in the Victory Hall - 12.30pm onwards. This year, for the first time, 
it is a „Bring and Share‟ meal - bring something, sweet or savoury which 
will be put on a central table for everyone to 
share.  

Everyone is welcome to join in and 
celebrate all the good things we enjoy 
in Whimple. 
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Ladies and gents hair stylists With over 30 years experience. 

We are open Tuesday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm 

and Saturday 9 am to 1 pm. Late night by appointment. 

Members of the hairdressing association. 

 

 

 

 

Tel: (01404) 823400 

New Inn Cross, Whimple EX5 2TS 

 

 

pple cars 
local & long distance taxi service 

 

4 & 7 seater vehicles private hire & hackney licensed 

 

Tel. (01404) 823600 

Mobile. 07753 730 591 

Now open on Mondays - Our new stylist, Hayley, 

is available to offer appointments on Mondays 

between 9.30am and 3.00pm 
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Green Man Garden Designs are pleased to offer you the following services 
for all your gardening and landscaping requirements. 

 SUMMERHOUSE & SHED BASES - Quick & clean, low disturbance, 
professional service. 

 FENCING - any design, any length, replaced. Supplied and erected. 

 TRELLIS & STRUCTURE WORK - to further enhance your current 
garden or to create innovative focal points. 

 DECKING & PERGOLA - a warmer more flexible alternative to patios 
and courtyards. 

 TREE SURGERY & AERIAL CLEARANCE. 

 HARD LANDSCAPING - Earth movements, topsoil imported & 
sculpted. 

 HEAVY LABOUR - For all those seriously strenuous jobs. 

 PATIO SLAB & PATH STEAM CLEANING - Say Goodbye to grime 
and prepare for summer. 

 SPECIAL PROJECTS - Tree Houses, Forts, Play Areas built to 
individual specifications and requirements. 

 PLANTING SCHEMES - Tailored to complement the location, taste 
and budget. 

PLEASE CALL AND LEAVE A CONTACT NUMBER ON:  

07929 849412 or 01404 47060 
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 Garden Design and Construction  
from a single border to a total make-over 

Louise Turner N.D. Hort 
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort 

Tel 01392499074    Mob 07811781137 
e-mail: info@gardenlandscapes.co.uk 
             www.gardenlandscapes.co.uk 

 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT PLANT ADVICE 
FREE CONSULTATION 

 

O’DELL PLUMBING & HEAT-

ING 
Tel: 01404 811773 Mobile: 07974 818833 

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLA-

TIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

Reg no: 4094 
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S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

DEVON 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 

Awliscombe 

Devon 

EX14 0QA 

Conversation- Déjeuner 

en français 
 

Would you like to get on track 

with your French? 
 

Then, why not try to do so in an 

informal friendly way: 

around a French light lunch,  

you will be able to enjoy French 

conversation, bien sûr! 
 

For further information phone 

Florence Fyot - 811530. 

 

 

 

BANFIELDS 
 

Traditionally carved rocking  

Horses & Restoration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 Rectory Close, Whimple, 

Devon EX5 2UF 
 

Tel 822162 
E-mail Banfieldgew@msn.com 

Whimple Victory Hall 

Thursday Evenings – 7.30 to 9.00 pm 

 

7.30 to 8.15 - 45 minutes of keep fit.  

Easy to follow exercise to music  

to work the heart and lungs  

toning the upper and lower body 

8.15 to 9.00 – 45 minutes stretch  

(Yoga/Pilates) 

Full hour and a half – just £4.50 

45 minute session - £3.00 

Jane Thompson 01404 44050 

Louise Turner N.D. Hort 
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort 

Tel 01392499074    Mob 07811781137 
e-mail: info@gardenlandscapes.co.uk 
             www.gardenlandscapes.co.uk 



26 

 

This is the time of year when everyone gets together, pulls out the stops and 
raises as much for the Whimple Charities as possible, so before I tell you 
about the week I‟d like to thank everyone who attended any of the events.  
Without you doing so, there would be no Village Week. 

Though the weather was erratic, the week itself was a great success; with 
much money raised for our village charities. 

This year‟s Village Week was extended to include the preceding Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday which went by with mixed fortunes.  The Musical Quiz 
night was unfortunately cancelled due to a lack of interest – which was a 
shame as, by all accounts, a great evening was in store.  Reports from the 
Cricket Club say that Saturday‟s Casino Night was a great success and £150 
was raised. 

On the Sunday Paul and Gill from the New Fountain Inn, along with local 
brewers, the O‟Hanlons, staged the inaugural Whimple Real Ale Festival.  Paul 
booked an extremely talented young band who travelled all the way from the 
Isle of Wight for the occasion.  Though early rain threatened to wash the event 
out, the sun, not one to give up easily, battled it out with the clouds and after 
a lengthy fight emerged as the victor and Whimple Village week had well and 
truly begun, with a whopping £650 raised for the PTFA, Playgroup, History 
Society, Over 65‟s, Whimple News and St Mary‟s Church, who all received an 
equal share.  Much thanks must go out to Paul, Gill and the O‟Hanlons who 
gave up all of their profits and more, as well as to all that gave up their time to 
ensure the day went well.  A special mention too to Ted Dickinson who 
donated a more than generous sum which made the day possible.   
In the evening there was a quiz night at the Thirsty Farmer. 

On the Monday it was the return of the Beetle Drive.  Very well attended and 
run by the teachers of Whimple Primary it raised a healthy £42 whilst giving 
kids and adults alike a fun evening.   

Tuesday brought us a dose of pleasant weather for the Treasure Hunt which 
had over two hundred and fifty people scouring the streets of Whimple and 
put £125 into the History Society‟s coffers.  A further forty five quid was raised 
for the Playgroup through the sale of some highly dodgy burgers. 

Wednesday was a complete washout.  The worms that were meant to be 
charmed got drowned instead and the cow who was meant to drop his pat 
took refuge in his shed and wiled the evening away playing three card brag 
with a damp goat and a stray sheep.  I‟m sure you can guess which one got 
fleeced. 

Thursday was Bingo Night, courtesy of the Young Farmers, where prizes such 
as sweets, wine and meat were up for grabs.  Over £200 was raised. 

Village Week 2004 
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On Friday it was the turn of the Murder Mystery and I can tell you now - Miles 
Leonard did it, though he has since been released on appeal due to a 
technicality and is still at large, so beware!  The gruesome task of finding the 
killer was completed by The Slewton Sleuths, and around £150 was raised for 
the Whimpletons. 

So on to Village Day itself.  Kindly sponsored by local estate agents „Halls‟, it 
began with a coffee morning in the church and breakfast al fresco cooked and 
supplied by John and Jan at The Jays, raising £150 for the Village Hall.  I strongly 
doubt that any of those who filled themselves up with the delicious fry-up that 
was on offer went on to participate in the next event – The Fun Run.  To me, the 
words „fun‟ and „run‟ do not belong in the same sentence but judging by the 
turnout many others believe that they do.  Despite the rain over a hundred 
donned their vests and trainers and traipsed around the village at various 
speeds.  A more than healthy £90 was raised for the PTFA. 

Then it was home to change out of the rain and sweat sodden clothes and into 
more appropriate attire such as a spotty dog costume - iIt was of course for the 
fancy dress which was won by the Thompson family as „The Wizard of Oz‟ and 
the end of which marked the beginning of the fete.  There was Bric a Brac, 
Cream Teas, Cake Stall, Greeting Card Stall, Tin Pan Alley, Guess the Smells 
(fortunately restricted to herbs and spices) Guess the Sounds, Bouncy Castle, 
Face Painting, Pony Rides, Balloon Race, Tombola, Raffle, Ice Creams and a 
BBQ.  

In the evening it was the turn of two local bands to entertain;  Bare Wires and 
White Spirit.  With their, rather loud it has been said, renditions of Rock and Pop 
classics, along with cheap booze and food, the evening was enjoyed by many 
Whimpolians and raised a terrific £500 for the Primary School. 

On Sunday, whilst many nursed hangovers, the Young Farmers staged a car 
treasure hunt which raised a further £60.  And that was it, Whimple Village 
Week 2004 was over. 

If I thanked everyone who gave up their time to man stalls, erect bunting, 
scrounge prizes etc etc, I‟d fill up two more pages of just names, and no doubt 
accidentally leave out one person, causing a feud between their family and mine 
for decades to come.  So rather than taking that risk I‟d like to thank everyone 
who selflessly involved themselves to make it the week that it was – a 
resounding success which raised a whopping £3000+ for our local charities. 

Our thanks go to the following local companies who helped us out: QuickSave, 
Crealy Country Park, Bicton Park, Jack in the Green, Thirsty Farmer, New 
Fountain Inn, B&Q, Hungry Fox, O‟Hanlons, Diggerland, Flybe, SW highways, 
Hills Barton Stables and Halls Estate Agents.  

Well done all.  See you next year.                      A d r i a n  - 

Village Week 2004 
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 Village Day Breakfast in the Square 
 

It all started around a year ago when Gill at The New Fountain had agreed to 
continue providing the Village Day Breakfast at the pub.  Unfortunately, at 
the time, Gill was taken ill, so couldn‟t do it. In a moment of rashness I 
offered to help out - but the logistics proved too difficult in the short time 
span available.  I should never have made such a foolhardy offer! 

When the time came to organize the breakfast for this year I approached Gill 
and asked if she was going to provide it once more.  She appeared to be 
slightly reluctant and felt that it would be a good idea if someone else took 
over the reins.  Why did I not see the warning signs? 

However, having done a breakfast for Cancer research earlier in the year, it 
was felt that it would be easy enough to repeat the operation for Village Day.  
We had done 25 breakfasts and felt quietly confident.  A few days before the 
B-Day, as it was referred to, I asked Gill how many we could expect.  
Anything between 30 and 80 was the number she had catered for but felt 
that, in the prime position in The Square, we should be looking at the higher 

figure. 

Oh the ignorance of the uninitiated.  
Over 100 brfasts were prepared 

between 9 and 11.30am.   

Thanks to all those people who 
supported us and worked 
personfully (pc speak for 
manfully) to make it a success;  
particularly to George Begent 
for his help with the cooking, the 

waitresses Pam Scanlan and 
Teresa Daniels and the tea and 
coffee lady Jan Begent and also to 

Bob (the Gofer) Scanlan.  Special 
thanks go to Karen Salter (Mrs Boo) 

and the Vicar (Graham Gibbins) for 
their tireless efforts with the washing up 

once they had finished their breakfast but most of all, to all those who waited 
patiently to be fed.  Their tolerance under severe duress was much 
appreciated. 

Once the wounds have healed we will consider repeating the event next year 
– with due regard to the mistakes of this. 

All the profits from the day were given to The Victory Hall. 

John Discombe 
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher Slewton 

Whimple 
EX5 2QP Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 

RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

 
FOR ALL YOUR 

SEWING REPAIRS 

& 

ALTERATIONS 

No job too small 
 

Also dressmaking, table linen 
& Personalised machine 

embroidery 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Molly on 
01404 822158 or 07748 985830 

Or find me at the Exeter end  
of the Rockbeare straight  
where you see my sign 
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MOTHER MOLLY‟S  
HANDY  HINTS 

For soft hands and cuticles – pour a 
large spoonful of olive oil into your 
palm, add a teaspoonful of sugar 
(preferably caster), then rub well 
into both hands for a couple of 
minutes.  Wash well with soap and 
warm water  then finish off with 
handcream.  
To clear up tiny bits of broken 
glass, wipe them up with 
wet cotton wool. 
To help stop dustbins 
smelling in summer, 
sprinkle the inside 
generously with salt. 
 

 

  

Miracle Manicures 

 

 
 

beauty for 
the hands and feet 

competitive rates 

Abby Porter 

01404 823875 

WHIMPLE NEWS FUNDING 
 

We were there in The Square on Village Day, as promised, and we 
raised an amazing £103 in just one hour!!  For such a short time, that is a 
brilliant result, so a heartfelt thank you to everyone who contributed. 
We have also received nothing but praise for the content and style of 
the magazine, which is very pleasing to the News team. 

If you were unable to contribute on the day, but would like to help the 
News, please leave a donation at the Post Office – we will be very 
grateful. Thank you. 

We were delighted to receive a substantial donation from Paul and Gill 
Mallett at the Fountain, following their successful Beer Festival. Thanks 
to Paul and Gill – it was very generous of you. 

Ed H 
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YOUR LOCAL HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALIST FOR 
ALL THOSE BUILDING OR MAINTENANCE NEEDS. 
 
DEVON HOME IMPROVEMENTS CAN PROVIDE YOU 
WITH HANDS-ON DESIGN AND PLANNING, TOGETHER 
WITH A COMPREHENSIVE SUPPLY OF TRADESMEN 
AND MATERIALS. 
 
WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON OUR EXPERTISE AND 
BELIEVE WE OFFER THE MOST FRIENDLY AND 
EFFICIENT SERVICE AT VERY COMPETITIVE RATES.  
 
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR NO-OBLIGATION QUOTATION. 
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WHIMPLE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  
Our Institute continues to enjoy high membership and relaxed, friendly meetings. 
Why not come along to the village hall on the second Tuesday of the month and 
join us for a pleasant evening and friendly faces. 

The speaker at our July meeting was Dawn Platten who spoke to us of Natural 
Remedies and Cosmetics made using herbs and plants commonly found in our 
gardens.  Dawn had lived in South Africa for many years and learnt much of her 
craft from the indigenous people.  Her talk was extremely interesting and very 
practical.  She had produced a book of recipes of her own making and copies 
were eagerly snapped up by members wishing to further their knowledge in the 
subject, 

Our next meeting will be on the 10
th
 August when we will hold our annual 

afternoon Garden Party at a member’s home.  This will be preceded by a visit to 
the beautiful garden of another of our members. 

A small team of our members entered an exhibit for a flower show recently held at 
Killerton House.  The theme was ‘Woman of Importance’, our entry 
being Barbara Hepworth.  Our team’s presentation was truly creative 
and our congratulations and thanks go to each of them. 

The proceeds of our raffle for the past three months have gone to 
the Peninsular Medical School, a very worthwhile cause.   

If you have any queries about W.I. please contact the Secretary, 
Ann Bowden on 01404 823450.          Sue McCulloch 

 
 

 YOGA @ THE PAVILLION  

BROADCLYST 
 

10 week course starts on Thursday 23rd September 10.00am - 11.30am 

Stretch & relax in Sarah Foster’s friendly yoga group 

at the Pavillion in Holly Close, Broadclyst. 

Learn simple techniques to calm the mind & keep the body flexible and strong.  

Suitable for all ages and all abilities. 

Please remember to wear loose, comfortable clothing  

and bring a mat or blanket and a drink. 

£41/£37/£20 

For more information, contact Clyst Vale Adult & 

Community Learning on 01392 466643  
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HOLISTIC AROMATHERAPY 

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 

Tel: 01404 823703 

Treatment given in the 

comfort of your own home 

Gift Vouchers Available 

 

Trimeasy 

Your Local Interior Decorating Service 

Our award winning company has the 

expertise to provide fast professional 

workmanship, including stripping 

ex i s t ing  wa l l cov er ing ,  sur face 

preparation and hanging all types of 

paper. Ceilings, Skirting Boards and 

Door painting.  

 

No job too big or small. 
 

Free no obligation estimate. 
 

Contact Alec Janaway to discuss your 

requirements. 

"Mellifera" Church Road 

Whimple, Devon. EX5 2TF  

Tel/Fax:  01404 823019 

OAKS & PARTNERS 
Auctioneers & Valuers 

invite entries for their regular sales of antique & later furniture, porcelain, silver and plate, 

jewellery, metalware, paintings & prints and items of general interest at 

The Old Tannery, Exeter Road,  Cullompton 
[We're easy to find on the Honiton side of Junction 28 of the M5] 

 
The saleroom is open for receipt of items for sale 
Monday to Friday between 9.00 am and 4.00 pm 

Bring items along for valuation on a Friday morning 
 

We will be pleased to call to your home 
to discuss valuations without obligation or collect items for sale 

Individual items to full house clearances 
 

Tel 01884 35848 for further details or 01404 - 814540 / 812356 after hours 

We will attend Sandfords, Whimple (by kind permission of Mrs Pratt) from 10.30 to 11.30am 

on the first Wednesday of each month to discuss valuations or collection of items for sale 
 

Sale catalogue can be seen on http://www.invaluable.com                       e-mail address roger.shenton@btclick.com 
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Your Friendly local 
Bed and Breakfast 

In Whimple 

David Brown 
Holway Barton 

Whimple 
Exeter 

Telephone: (01404 822477) 

JULIAN 

WILSON 
Electrical Contractor 

 
1 Higher Woodhayes 

Farm 
Whimple 

 

 

Visiting Practice 

 

Day and evening 
Appointments by arrangement 

3, Railway Cottages 

Whimple 

Exeter 

 

01404 822372 
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Make a Will 
and we will donate half our costs to your  

Church or a charity of your choice 
 

For a straightforward Will we charge £80 and for husbands 
and wives “Mirror Wills” we charge £100 plus VAT.   

We will donate £40 and £50 respectively 
 

For full details call 
Victor Donson on 01392 274126 

8 Cathedral Close, Exeter EX1 1EW 
www.fordsimey.co.uk 
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The Whimple Cider Wars 
Murder Mystery Evening 

 

Having struggled to get sufficient „punters‟ to previous Murder Mysteries, 
we thought that we would put it on in Village week. 

We had our rehearsal, and, as always, we had no more idea of what was 
going on at the end of the evening than we did at the beginning. It looked 
like it was going to be another great evening, if we could sell enough tickets 
to make it viable. 

The problem of not selling enough tickets in advance is not only that we 
need to know for how many people we are catering, but also, that if we end 
up putting on the event for half a dozen people, we can‟t put the same one 
on again in the village, in case someone remembers the plot! Peter Bolwell 
puts a huge amount of time and effort into writing each Murder Mystery, so 
we don‟t want to waste it. After a slow start in ticket sales, we decided that if 
we didn‟t have 30 people by Wednesday, we would have to postpone it. 
We just had enough. By Thursday we had about 45 – great, then they just 
kept coming. On Friday we had to set a limit of 65. 

What a great evening we had. The punters were suitably confused and we 
all threw ourselves into our roles. The fact that my dramatic fainting en-
trance went entirely unnoticed (even by the cast who knew I was there!) for 
15 minutes, I can only put down to the excitement of seeing a hanging 
dummy on the stage! Even Peter who was supposed to help me up, forgot I 
was there – charming! 

I hope everyone enjoyed the evening enough to come back next time, but 
PLEASE BUY YOUR TICKETS WELL IN ADVANCE – what a shame it would 
have been to cancel it not knowing you were all coming. 

Thank you for your support. 

Emma Palmer, The Whimpletons 

Summer Festival 5th September 2004 
 

Regretfully, due to unforeseen circumstances and personal commitments, 
Vicky and Lynda will NOT be able to stage this event this year. We would 
like to thank everyone for their forbearance and for all the help and 
support we have previously enjoyed. We are also optimistic that it won‟t 
be the last you see of this family event.  

Lynda and Vicky 
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"FLORAL ENCHANTMENTS" 

 

Designer: 

  Morven Fletcher 
 

Flowers for all occasions 
 
Floral designs to your 

specification 
 

Specialist in Wedding 
Floristory 

 Bodley Bridge Cottage 

London Road,  
 

01404 822049 

 

 Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 

 

 
Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 

“All your chimney needs” 
 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 841611 
A fully insured and HEATAS 

registered Company 

Denture Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 

Full service - from a 
‘repair ‘ to  

New Copy Dentures 
 

Nicholas J Rush 
 

Dental Technician 
established 18 years 

 

14 Slewton Crescent, Whimple  

01404 823209 - evenings and 
weekends 

 

£20-£22- 
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For all your daily requirements 

of 

MILK, CREAM, EGGS, FRUIT JUICE, 

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES 

POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

PET FOODS & REQUIREMENTS 

AVAILABLE AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

Delivered to your door 

Please contact 

VICTOR AND MARIAN DANIEL 

Summerbridge, Whimple, Devon 

Tel: Whimple 822458 
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MYRTLE DOCKINGS’ VISIT TO THE PALACE 

 

As many of you know, Myrtle was recently invited to a Buckingham Palace 
Garden Party, in recognition of her many years of fund-raising for local medical 
charities. We asked her to write about her day for the Whimple News. 

My dear friend Ann made all the travelling arrangements and everything went 
very smoothly.  We left Tiverton by coach at 7.15am and arrived at 
Hammersmith at 11.15am, after being served coffee and snacks by the courier 
on the coach.  We bought an all-day ticket on the Underground and made good 
use of it. First we went to Knightsbridge and then did all the things you do on a 
day to London – Harrods, etc. etc.   

After a light lunch in a very nice restaurant we smartened ourselves up, hats on 
etc. and decided to walk to the Palace. As we were passing St James’ Palace a 
young woman asked us where we were going in our lovely outfits. We said to a 
garden party at Buckingham Palace. Her reply was ‘Please can I take your 
photograph – I’m going home to America tomorrow and it will be a nice 
keepsake’. 

We then walked on and joined the queue, just after 2.30pm.  The police decided 
to let us in early. We had to have our bags checked and one of the Policemen 
asked what part of Devon we came from , and said his in-laws live in Newton 
Abbot. We then walked through the quadrangle and in through an inner 
archway. A guardsman beckoned us and said we could go inside the Palace, 
and led us through two beautiful reception rooms then out onto the terrace and 
down the steps into the garden. 

Ann said to me ‘look who you are standing beside’ – it was Baroness Thatcher, 
looking very frail but still elegant. We walked around the gardens. No formality, 
just a wonderful conservation area. The wildlife on the lakes was fascinating. 
About 3.30pm the Gentlemen at Arms asked us to form two rows leading away 
from the terrace steps. Prince Phillip walked one way and Her Majesty the 
Queen the other. We were lucky to be in the latter lane, and we were about 
three feet away from the Queen.  The Gentlemen at Arms selected a few 
people to be presented.  Amongst these were two Indian doctors and their 
wives wore the most magnificent saris. The Queen asked what branch of 
medicine they practised and they were plastic surgeons. 

The Queen wore lime green and both Ann and I, and several people around us, 
could not believe how tiny she is. You do not realise it when you see her on TV 
but up close it was surprising. Everyone was so friendly. A gentleman from the 
New Zealand Embassy spoke to us and in fact travelled back on the train with 
us. As we were walking out of the gates, after having a very nice tea, we came 
out with John Sargeant from the media who was there as a guest. We made our 
way back to Paddington and had a good train journey home. A wonderful day. 

I would like to say a very big thank you to everyone for their good wishes, 
phone calls, cards and flowers. This was for everyone who has supported me in 
my fund raising. If you didn’t buy from me the money would not be raised. Due 
to unforeseen circumstances nothing was put in the News in January, but a 
cheque for £950 was given to the Medical Trust. This year’s fund raising has 
already started – five dolls will be on their way to America in October. 

Once again, a very big thank you to everyone.          Myrtle. 
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MedPharm 
P STACEY B.Pharm MRPS 
Coleridge Medical Centre 
Canaan Way, Ottery St. Mary  
Tel (01404) 812732 
 

MedPharm 
AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED 

AND RUN PHARMACY, 
IS PLEASED TO OFFER A 

FREE 
DELIVERY SERVICE 
FOR PRESCRIPTION 

MEDICATION 
IF YOU ARE INFIRM, 

HOUSEBOUND OR UNABLE 
TO OBTAIN YOUR MEDICATION 

BY OTHER MEANS. 

PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR  
FURTHER INFORMATION 

01404812732 

 

The Jays 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 
 

Jan and John offer a friendly and relaxed 
stay at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
£18:50 per person per night. 

No smoking preferred 
Phone: 01404-823614 
Fax:    01404-823629 

e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  

DEVON COUNTY ROOFING 

ALL YOUR ROOFING NEEDS 

SLATING, TILING AND FLAT ROOFING 

OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

ALAN BAKER Tel: 01404 822164 
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A TRAFFIC CENSUS 
 

Have you ever looked at other road users and wondered where they were 
going and why….and just being generally nosy? I have to put my hand up to 
that. Recently I had the chance to be 100% nosy. Great! I had obtained 
employment working on a traffic census for one of Devon County Council‟s 
business partners, and so spent a thrilling week standing at the side of 
various roads in the county, asking motorists questions about destinations 
etc.  

The purpose of the survey was to take a random sample of all road users at 
different locations, to find out where they had last stopped/where they had 
started their journey and the purpose of that stop, plus their next stop and 
why, and how often they made that journey. The data gathered would then 
be analysed to support various traffic forecasting models. 

My first day was down in Dobwalls, near Liskeard…with a 04:20 alarm so 
that I could catch a minibus at Sowton ready for action at 07:00!!! Once we 
were there, we were issued with handheld computers on which to record 
the data as we interviewed. Eventually I could rattle through the questions in 
less than 2 minutes and allow the motorists to carry on their merry way with 
minimal interruption.  

Basically we took over a secluded lay-by that meant our survey was away 
from the main road, and a police officer directed 6 cars in at a time, where  
6 of us waited to ask the questions and enter them on our computers. 
Although we had limited time, a polite approach worked wonders – you 
would soon work out who wanted to get away quickly, or who you could 
have some banter with. On one occasion, as a car load returned after a 
good lunch, I was asked if I wanted to know what they had eaten, knowing 
that I had enjoyed warm sandwiches. I gracefully declined. We had 3 hours 
on then an hour off, and if we were really good, one of the „work hours‟ 
would be sat in a car doing the vehicle count…i.e. using another hand- held 
computer to record traffic in both directions, broken down by type of 
vehicle. When the temperature got too hot, these special counting 
computers gave up and we had to use pen and paper! That first day was so 
hot – we kept our bottles of water near us to help keep our voices going. 

 One of my next days was completely at the other end of the weather 
spectrum…we had been warned that rain was on the way, but not even my 
trusty hat, kagool and over trousers could protect me. I had rain coming 
down my neck, through my trousers and filling my shoes!! One of the survey 
days was at Alphington by Sainsburys…because the survey was scheduled to 
take place at the traffic lights, we would only be asking questions whilst the 
lights were at red. So we only had time to ask the questions and then enter 
the data when the lights went onto green. What a test of speed and 
memory! 
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Some of the star responses included – 
„and when did you last stop?‟ Answer – „7 years ago‟ 
„and where will be your next stop?‟ Answer „Home‟. „and where is that please? 
Answer  (pointing) „over there‟.  I was confused with one reason for the 
journey being „taking the kids to school‟ when there were no children in the 
car…I had visions of 2 children stood outside their home wondering why 
mummy had driven off so quickly.  
The majority of people were very helpful and helped to make the day pass; 
some people did not want to take part, which was an option, and so we let 
them pass through. It was worrying to see how so many people are in such a 
rush/are late for appointments, and how that affects their mood and driving 
styles!   

So next time you are stopped, remember, it only take a couple of minutes, 
and it is a human being asking the questions!    

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK – THANK YOU 
 

Following our village‟s Christian Aid Week door-to-door collection, we 
have received a letter from the local Christian Aid staff thanking 
everyone for their donations and saying what an excellent result it was 
for a small village. The total donated was £1388 and together with the 
tax recovered under Gift Aid, this increases to £1590. So a very big 
thank you to everyone who contributed.  

A recent report received shows how great the need is in Sudan. More 
than 250,000 people have been forced to flee from their homes and 
many have sought refuge in Chad. Christian Aid has already sent 
£50,000 to help provide blankets, seeds and basic healthcare. It is 
good to know that this agency is able to supply much badly needed 
resources. 

Aubrey Curry   

GARDEN WASTE COLLECTIONS 
STARTING 17TH AUGUST 

WE NEED HELPERS, PLEASE CALL 
822651 IF YOU  CAN 
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JOIN US AT 

ANDY'S RESTAURANT 
PART OF THE INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING SCHOOL, STRAIGHTWAY HEAD, WHIM PLE 

A LA CARTE MENU 

BAR SNACKS 

PARTIES CATERED FOR (UP TO 30 PEOPLE) - CREATE YOUR OWN MENU 

SUNDAY LUNCHES 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

BOOKING ESSENTIAL! 
ALSO ASK ABOUT OUR WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES INCLUDING: 

ADULTSWIMMING LESSONS, AQUAFIT 

CHILDREN'’S SWMMING LESSONS, MOTHER & TODDLER SESSIONS ,CHILDREN'S PARTYIES 

SAUNA SOLARIUM 
AND NOT FORGETTING OUR ‘NATURE'S WAY’ BEAUTY CLINIC WITH A FULL RANGE OF 

TREATMENTS INCLUDING MASSAGES, WAXING, AROMATHERAPY, FACIALS, MANICURES ETC. 

TELEPHONE NOW ON: 01404 822196 

OR CALL IN AND HAVE A LOOK ROUND! 
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Force Crime Figures for the North 
and East Devon region, for the 
period of April to June 2004 

 

 
 
As in previous years, the items with the lowest detection rates are mainly in areas 
where Neighbourhood Watch information could be most useful to the police.  
 
So please be vigilant, and report anything you feel is suspicious to the police on 999 

when an immediate response is required or 0845 277 7444 non-urgent calls. 

John Munslow 01404 823456 

 

April to 
June 
2003 

April to 
June 
2004 

Year to 
year % 

Detect-
ions 

% 
Detection 

Murder  0 2 0 2 100.0% 

Drug offences  303 304 0.3 293 96.4% 

Handling Stolen Goods  42 22 -47.6 21 95.5% 

Theft from shops  532 475 -10.7 345 72.6% 

Other offences  100 96 -4 67 69.8% 

Other Violent Assaults  1532 1956 27.7 1108 56.6% 

Robbery  33 47 42.4 18 38.3% 

Forgery & Fraud Offences  464 542 16.8 170 31.4% 

Sexual offences  61 83 36.1 22 26.5% 

Other criminal damage  1215 1261 3.8 248 19.7% 

Theft of vehicle / Taking Without 
Consent  

195 219 12.3 43 19.6% 

House burglary  418 408 -2.4 73 17.9% 

Criminal damage to vehicle  771 835 8.3 110 13.2% 

Other burglary  529 680 28.5 75 11.0% 

Other theft  1465 1606 9.6 160 10.0% 

Other Vehicle Crime  100 85 -15 7 8.2% 

Theft of cycle  170 175 2.9 8 4.6% 

Theft from vehicle  1058 840 -20.6 37 4.4% 

TOTAL 8,988 9,636   2,807   
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N C HAMLYN 
 

FARM MACHINERY 

REPAIRS AND SERVICE 
 

(Welding, fabrication etc. 

and garden wrought iron work) 
 

Workshop facilities and mobile service 

Contact Nigel Hamlyn on 01392 466720 

or 07702 431244 (mobile) 

Paynes Farm 

Broadclyst 

Exeter 

EX5 3BJ 

 

M.J.COLES 
ENGINEERING 

 

(R.T. I.T. B. & CITY & GUILDS) 
SERVICING.  ENGINE RE-BUILDS . 

WELDING MOT.  RECOVERY.   
PICK UP SERVICE 

FRIENDLY LOCAL MECHANIC 
15 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS 

CALL 

MARC 
ON 

WHIMPLE 822095 OR 
07785 740473 (MOBILE) 

 

 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

TILER 

PATIO PRESSURE CLEANING 

SHED ROOFS - RE-FELTED 

GENERAL HANDYMAN 

__________________________ 

 
(Excellent references if required) 

For that personal service 

Phone Mr Evans on 01404 822120 

WINDOW 

 
 CLEANER 

 

 

________ ________ 

 

STOP SMOKING 

With hypnotherapy 

Single 90 minute 

session 

Dina Butler 
BSc(hons) MSc MCPID 

DHyp MBSCH 

 

Tel:  01404 841611 

Mob: 07790 524350 
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QUEEN‟S HONOURS LIST JUNE 2004 
I have continued my sad interest in the wonderful names and occupations of 
the recently honoured….here is my latest list of the great and the good 
(without detracting from their worthy contributions). 

Vice Admiral David Anthony James (Tom) Blackburn Master of the 
Household…so why not Dave OR Tony OR Jim? 

James Cornelius Holliday apothecary to the Royal Household….leeches by 
appointment, also purges and vapours 

Michael Barwell, yeoman bedgoer, Queen‟s Bodyguard of the Yeomen of the 
Guard…now that‟s a job for me!! Any chance of job share? 

George Doel, gate keeper, Home Park Windsor 

John Robert Brown, woodman, Crown Estate, Windsor 

Nigel Robert McEvoy, travelling yeoman….and he is still on the road 

Rayma Murphy, daily lady, Royal Mews, Windsor Castle….so what is she at 
night? 

Paul Oates senior carriage restorer, Royal Mews 

Prof Nairn Hutchison Fulton Wilson 

Neil Winston Benson, chairman and honorary secretary, Saints and Sinners 
club, charitable services…sounds like a club of debauchery, not a charity! 

Malcolm John Dexter-Tissington 

Rita Bocking Bicknell 

George Washington Byfield 

Eric Edwards, marshman, Broads Authority 

Janet Harrigan, services to the protection of swans and other river birds 

Michael Hay, services to curling…and other hairdressing things 

Jane Lemon, services to Ecclesiastical Embroidery…and domestic sock darning 

William Woodhouse Madders 

William McSporran 

Joanna Lucy Munro, member, Blackpool Youth Offending Team …good to see 
that thuggery has now been put on a more formal footing….bookings now 
being taken for Xmas punchups 

Bernadette Speedy, head, Export Documentation…speedy by name, speedy 
by nature? 

Shirley Anne Thompson, volunteer batworker , or „Robin‟ as she likes to be 
known 

Ed H 
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 

Fruit & Vegetables 
 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 

Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 
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TAYLOR MADE DRIVING 
 

Beginners 

Pass plus 

Pre 17 lessons 

Refresher lessons 

 Diamond advanced driving 

Motorway driving 

****** 

Theory & Hazard Perception Tuition 

****** 

Male & Female instructors 

High 1st time pass rate 

****** 

Patient, Friendly & fun tuition 

****** 

A local independent driving school 

Teaching local people to 

 

“DRIVE FOR LIFE” 
 

CALL FREE 0800 652 66 69 
Andrew & Jill Taylor 

 

www.taylormadedriving.co.uk 
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A lovely summer's evening; a well-filled church and quite overwhelming 
goodwill before, and after, all helped to make this a very satisfying project 
from my point of view. I knew from the outset that such a concert would 
not be everyone's choice especially as there was some exciting sport on TV 
at the time. As a wind player, I had under-estimated the space required by 
the strings and the 17 of us only just fitted in!  Sickness had reduced our 
double bass players from two to one!  It is often difficult to predict the 
acoustics in a church full of people, but from the front it seemed 
excellent  and right for the players we had. Quite a few of the band were in 
Whimple for the first time and all enjoyed playing here. Derek Browning, 
our director and the composer of the new concerto was delighted to have 
his piece performed for the first time. We are all grateful for the immense 
amount of hard work several people from the parish put into the project, 
not just selling tickets (where the Village Shop did a great job, too) but in 
publicising, providing refreshments, preparing the Church and clearing it 
away afterwards ready for Sunday Services. The Church Restoration Fund 
received £225 from ticket sales and donations, after expenses. This is 
something I would like to do again sometime but, of course, it does 
depend also on other people. I would love to hear other views.  

Tom Lambert  

 
Tara Fletcher writes:  

"It was refreshing to have a musical programme that was not dominated by 
popular classics. The Telemann Overture made a beautiful intro. and it was 
hard to believe that the well-balanced Mozart Symphony which followed 
could have been written by someone so young. After a delightful interval in 
summer-evening light and a sip or two of wine in the company of others, 
villagers and visitors from outside Whimple, we returned for Derek 
Browning's „Colemere Concerto‟. It is difficult to be critical of a new piece. I 
enjoyed the concerto,  particularly the second movement, but despite the 
excellent musicianship of the soloist, am not sure that the writing fully 
exploited the tonal qualities of the oboe d'amore. That said, there was 
plenty of texture in the piece to hold everyone's attention and the concerto 
was enjoyable as a whole. The Haydn Symphony provided a dramatic 
conclusion to the evening and, sadly, seemed to be over too quickly, 
leaving the audience waiting for more. Let's hope we can have the pleasure 
of something similar in Whimple Church next year" 

The Premiere Concert 
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 Whimple Parish Council 
Chairman: Sara Randall Johnson 822524 
Clerk: Mrs Gerri Turner, Penraddon, Hand and Pen 823385 
St. Mary’s Church 
Contact: Rev. Rob Wilkinson 822521 
Devon County Councillor 
Mr. R. Giles, 14 Winters Lane, OSM. EX11 1AR 813387 
East Devon Councillor 
Andrew Dinnis 850363 
Whimple County Primary School 
Headteacher: Mrs. D. Brice 822584 
P.T.F.A. Chair: Adrian Hewitt 1 Church Rd 823549 
Whimple History Society 
Chairman: Richard Webber 822038 
Secretary: Roger Smith 822244 
Whimple Mothers Union 
Margaret Burrough Gateshayes Farm 822257  
Whimple Pre-School & Toddler Group 
Chair:Sally Young 11 Chard Ave 823228 
Playleader: Jo Westney Glencroft, Church Road 822168 
Whimple Womens Institute 
Secretary: Mrs. Ann Bowden, Bradcott House, The Green 823450 
Whimple Over Sixties Club  
Mrs B. Iball 11 Rectory Close 822905 
Whimple Recreation Trust 
Knowle Cross Sports Ground. Mr P. Garraff, Luppit 891206 
Whimple Village Produce Association. 
Chairman: Mr. A. Bratt, Rockwell, Talaton 822437 
Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers’ Club 
Mr. R. J. Burrough, Gateshayes Farm 822257 
Whimple Football Club 
Chairman: Geoff Delves, 10 Elizabeth Close 823258 
Whimple Tennis Club 
Secretary: Judith Imbo 823240   
Treasurer: J. Hughes 822659 
Whimple Cricket Club 
Mr. R.J.Smith 822244 
Whimple Victory Hall Management Committee 
Secretary: Pam Scanlan, Albecq, The Green 822262 
Booking Sec: Teresa Daniels 823169 
Whimple Post Office 
Gordon & Heather Owen 822359  
Whimpletons 
Emma Palmer 823083 
Neighbourhood Watch 
John Munslow, 44, Slewton Crescent 823456 
St. Mary's Bellringers 
Judith Canniford, 22 Grove Road 822873 
Whimple Scout Group 
Group Scout Leader (and Marquee Booking): Alex Spry 822844 
Otter Rotters 
Hugh Roberts 822651  

Organisations in Whimple 
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Editor 
Ed Hitchcock   823194 
Production 
Bob Scanlan   822262 
Vivienne Leonard  822415 
Anni Hindle   822025 
Delivery 
Ed & Nicky Hitchcock  823194 
Advertising 
Miles Leonard   822415  
Pam Scanlan   822262 
Community diary 
Angela & Peter  Smith  822828 
Treasurer 
Miles Leonard   822415 
Lynda Trevena   822876 
 

The Whimple News Team 
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As recommended by Camra, 

the Good Pub Guide and the Good Beer Guide. 

Real Ales 

Home Cooking 
Lunchtime & Evening Meals 7 Days a Week 

Sunday Roasts etc - Vegetarian Choices 

Handmade Desserts 

Children’s Menu & Toddler Portions 

Special Menus available for Large Parties 

Lounge, Bar & Beer Garden 

Join us for a Friendly Drink, 

Bar Snack or A La Carte Meal 

Bookings are advisable 

Especially at Week-ends 
 

A Traditional 

Olde Freehouse  

Village Inn 
Tel - 01404 822350 

The New Fountain Inn 
Whimple, Devon. 

 


