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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING  GOOD                                                       
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

         

      

 

 

AS YOU ARE ALL AWARE, THE CURRENT NATIONAL LOCKDOWN 
MEANS THAT WE ARE CLOSED AGAIN FOR A WHILE. 

AT THE TIME OF WRITING, NO DETAILS HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
REGARDING WHEN HOSPITALITY WILL BE OPENING AGAIN. 

WE HOPE ALL OF YOU STAY SAFE AND WELL UNTIL WE CAN 
MEET AGAIN. 

DO PLEASE KEEP AN EYE ON ôWHIMPLE WHATõS ONõ, AND OUR 
OWN FACEBOOK PAGE, FOR ANY NEWS AND UPDATES. 
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No longer Ed the Ed  
 

It is more than 18 years since Ed Hitchcock penned his first ôEd the Edõ editorial. 
Having joined the team in 1999, he took over as editor in 2002 and ever since then 
has welcomed you to the latest edition of Whimple News in his own unique way. 
But, alas, no more - Ed and Nicky have left us and moved away to the big city - we 
wish them well. Ed will be a very hard act to follow.  
He cannot go without us taking this opportunity to thank him, not just for his 
leadership of the News Team, but his wider contribution to the life of the village ð 
his cheerful voice helping Jenny and Mark in the shop, a leading light and favourite 
panto dame in the Whimpletons and so much more. Thank you Ed. 

Ed is not the only one ôstepping downõ from his role in village life. You will see on 
page 20 that Kevin Finch is leaving his position as Parish Clerk. Thank you Kevin, 
you have done a great job and we very much appreciate it. 

In contrast you will see, on page 10, that our curate, Marc Kerslake, is ôstepping upõ 
to become our Priest in Charge. Congratulations Marc, that is really good news. You 
have a daunting task ahead of you in creating a much enlarged Mission Community. 

Congratulations also go to Emma Palmer and the singers and musicians of both 
Whimple and Talaton who came together online to create the ôVirtual Christmas 
Carolsõ as an alternative to our annual ôCarols in the Squareõ. It was good to see the 
enthusiasm of  everyone involved in doing this in such a novel and effective way.  

Emma went on to team up with Jim Causley to ensure that our Wassailing tradition 
would still take place, albeit online. Their pictures* grace the cover of this edition 
and their performance is still available on YouTube. Well done to both of them. 

In these uncertain times it is far from clear whether we will be able to have Village 
Week in July and, if we can, what form it will take. Nevertheless, it is good to see 
that the Village Week team are keeping busy raising money for the Victory Hall and 
for the next Village Day, whenever that might be. The details are on page 27.  

At the moment the village is abuzz with reaction to the planning application for the 
New Fountain. This is clearly unpopular and the ôSave Whimpleõs New Fountain Inn 
Groupõ are spearheading the campaign to save this cherished pub, and protect the 
Heritage Centre, with support from CAMRA, the CPRE and POW&R groups as well 
as the rest of us. We await developments.  

While on the subject of planning applications, Alan Lascelles reminds us on page 31 
that we must not lose sight of Persimmonõs plans for Cranbrook which appear to 
encroach on our village and the promised õGreen Wedgeõ. 

Despite the lockdown, we also have articles from our regular contributors so there is 
much to read in the pages that follow. If you would like to contribute to our next 
edition in April we would love to hear from you. You can email me at 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by 12th March or drop a note through either my door. 
(Albecq, The Green) or Sallyõs (32 Whiteway Close, opposite the Thirsty Farmer). 

Bob Scanlan 

 *donõt worry: the background is a picture of last yearõs wassail before social distancing. 
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Thank you to everyone who gave us such lovely cards and gifts over the 
Christmas period. It has been very much appreciated and enjoyed. 

Just a reminder of our opening hours ð weekdays 8am-6pm ð weekends 9am-
midday. We hope to be able to carry on with our regular hours during this latest 
lockdown. 

We have split ourselves into two teams so that if any one of us catches covid we 
will be able to keep the shop open although we would need, at that point, to 
reduce the hours to mornings only. Hopefully that wonõt happen and we would 
ask you to help us stay safe by wearing a mask, sanitising your hands once your 
mask is attached, avoid touching your face again whilst in the shop and if possible 
please pay using a contactless card.  

Stock during this lockdown is much more consistent and easier to source. Our 
local milk and egg suppliers are still providing as much stock as the fresh veg and 
freshly baked bread suppliers. If you need something in particular that we donõt 
stock in the shop, please ask and if we can get it for you we will try. 

Most of you will have noticed that it is much quieter in the shop this time. There 
are less queues and it feels much quieter. Bearing this in mind we may have to 
adjust our staffing levels so there may be only one person serving in the shop and 
Post Office.  
 

Post Office 
The Post Office is open the same hours as the shop.  

Just a reminder that the Post Office offers a good range of banking services for all 
high street banks and a few others so, if you need to deposit a cheque or cash, 
this can be done with us. Cheques need to put into a banking envelope (we hold 
a good stock of these for most banks), ideally with a paying in slip but if you donõt 
have a slip just write the account number and sort code of your bank on the 
reverse of the cheque. Cash deposits for most high street banks can be done via 
your debit card. Cash withdrawals are free at the Post Office. 

The price of postage increased on 1st January so if you need advice before posting 
please feel free to ask for advice. If you are sending overseas you will now need 
to complete a customs label to all countries, including European destinations. If 
you would like a customs label to fill in before you post, please ask and we will be 
happy to supply one. 

The Post Office has some offers currently running on their savings accounts. If 
you would like information please pick up a form in store - if applying online our 
branch number is 5885191. 

Mark and Jenny 
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 
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Firstly, a very Happy New Year from all of us at the surgery and we sincerely hope 
that your Christmases were not too disrupted by the evolving Covid situation. We 
sadly bade our farewells to Practice Nurse Helen Wakelin and Doctor Craig 
Thompson over the festive season. We have welcomed Dr Sarah Lort and will be 
welcoming Dr Harriet Roberts in February. Dr Thompsonõs and Dr Stuartõs patients 
are being distributed amongst the partners going forwards and I do hope you have 
received your notification.   

The surgery continues to strive to offer its usual range of services both at Coleridge 
and Whimple sites. The demand has been high and sometimes we have struggled to 
find appointments in an acceptable time frame but with increased staff capacity we 
hope that will improve. The bigger ôflu vaccination campaign involving younger 
patients this year has largely been achieved with a great deal of commitment from 
our staff during the week and at weekends. 

The Covid 19 vaccination programme is picking up pace and we are offering our 
older mobile patients slots at Exmouth Tennis Centre. All the staff have been 
involved during the week and on Saturdays. It is an enormous undertaking and 
particularly as the Pfizer vaccine comes with its cold chain complications. We had 
the unfortunate government turnaround involving second vaccine appointments 
which resulted in a lot of disappointment and administrative burden. A wider cohort 
however will now get the first vaccine which confers good protection if not 100%. 

Please note that our staff will be contacting patients who have been identified as 
priority to be offered the vaccine first. Please do not call us to book.  

Dr de Sousa returned to work in December and is building up his hours. We have 
been delighted to welcome him back as have his patients. 

Thank you all for your continued support and patience during these uncertain times 
and we hope we are seeing a light at the end of this rather long and gloomy tunnel. 

 

 

IT support  
 

I can offer IT support  to those working from home.  

Just message me or email cjtemplemurray@gmail.com  

Chris  
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REVIVE HEALTH & WELLBEING  

 

HOLISTIC MASSAGE TREATMENTS 

REFLEXOLOGY 

CRANIOSACRAL THERAPY 

YOGA CLASSES ** NEW** (see below) 

ESSENTIAL OILS & NATURAL LIVING  

Treatments in the safety of your own home, or at  

Serenity Living, 1Old Village Hall, West Hill EX11 1TP 

**YOGA Classes in Whimple Scout Hut 

  TUESDAYS 9.30 -10.45am & 7.00 - 8.15pm** 

 I am an experienced and well-qualified therapist and  

teacher, providing professional and personalised care.  

 

 
 

CONTACT: Sarah 07591 599162 

reviveguernsey@gmail.com 

For a consultation, information, or booking 

Visit Revive Massage on Facebook for Offers & News 
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Photo by Sue Ayres 

 Thank you so much to everyone who 
completed our survey online, or via the 
paper leaflets, distributed around the 
village by lovely members of our team.  

We included all the results in our survey 
regarding potential use of the New Fountain 
Inn, which we are submitting on the EDDC 
portal. Over 300  submissions in total!
Additionally, I took 45 of the leaflets (from 
those who had  not already posted their 
views directly to their portal) to EDDCôs 
Blackdown House and posted them through 
the letterbox.  

These have all counted as objections. 

We have been busy putting up posters and 
placards, too!  

The love and support for the Fountain and Heritage Centre has been 
very moving to read, and reflects how vital they both are to so many of 
us in the community of Whimple.  

Sal - on behalf of Save Whimpleôs New Fountain Group 

Sarah and  

Queenie out  

delivering  

leaflets 
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Queenie out  

Please note the update on the email contact, which is  

planningwest@eastdevon.gov.uk 
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Hello my friends, 

I am sitting writing this on the 20th January in a room piled high with boxes, our 
house in in total chaos and a trip from one room to another feels like an obstacle 
course. Why? Well because in less than two days we are moving and so we are in 
full ôpacking modeõ. Maybe I should back up a bit and explain. 

Angie, the boys and I have now been part of the Churches4all Mission Community 
for five years, we first came here before I was ordained and, in my training, at that 
point we were living just down the road at Crannaford, then just over two years ago 
the Diocese found a house for us in Whimple and we moved to The Old Goods 
Yard, in Station Road. Since then, our family has grown to include our two dogs: 
Thor and Lola; and a few weeks ago, Angieõs Mum, ôNannyõ.  

In February last year my boss, Rev Chris Martin moved on to a new role in another 
Diocese and I finished my training that summer. It is usually at this point during a 
priestõs ôcuracyõ they start looking for a new post in another set of parishes. That is 
what I had always imagined I would be doing as in this diocese it is generally not 
encouraged for curates to stay to lead parishes they have trained in. 

However, God it seems had other plans!  

As many of you will no doubt know our parish is part of four in the Churches4all 
Mission Community. We are currently consulting on this group increasing to nine; 
the others being Cranbrook, Broadclyst, Rockbeare, Clyst Honiton and Sowton. If 
the consultation goes favourably this new ômission communityõ will probably 
become a legal entity in March or April of this year. The process of amalgamating 
the groups is complex and will probably take a while; each parish is unique and will 
have its own particular style of church, challenges and opportunities. Part of the 
time required to make this work is simply getting to know each of the churches, 
congregations and parochial church councils. For a new priest in charge to be 
selected to oversee this process would require them beginning this process of 
familiarisation from scratch. 

However, I have already been working with our existing four parishes for five years 
and before that spent several years based across the other parishes which are about 
to join us. I also know both of the other ministers in those parishes; in light of this 
the senior leadership team at the diocese felt I was well placed to oversee the 
formation of the new group and I was asked if I wished to apply for the vacant role 
of priest in charge.  

So, in mid-January I had the rather odd experience of being interviewed by, among 
others, the wardens of the churches I have served for five years for the post along 
with Bishop Jackie and Archdeacon Andrew. I am delighted to say they agreed I was 
the right person for the job and last week I was officially ôlicensedõ.  

In effect this means you are all stuck with me for another few years! 
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On the 22nd of January, Angie, Nanny, the boys, the dogs, and I will be moving about 
one hundred and fifty yards from our current home to the Rectory in Grove Road. 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all of our family to say a huge 
ôthankyouõ to all of you. Our time here so far has certainly been a roller coaster ride 
and finishing my training as the sole full-time priest in the community whilst we 
entered this pandemic has been ôchallengingõ to say the least. It is you, the people of 
this parish and my other parishes, who have made it a positive and uplifting 
experience. It is all of you, who during the darkest times have helped inspire and 
encourage us to keep moving forward with the acts of random kindness, the 
outpouring of compassion and the simple but amazing selflessness. You have been 
inspirational!  It is because of the people in these parishes that our family decided we 
wanted to stay here to make this new project work.  

You may come to church or you may not, you may have a faith, or you may not, but 
whoever you are I am here to serve you as best I can. I have no idea what the next 
few years will bring but I look forward to the honour and privilege of continuing to 
serve you all as your parish priest whoever you are and whatever you believe. 

God bless my friends. 

Rev Marc. 

 

 

Hats and Fascinators 

¶ Bridal headwear and tiaras 

¶ Mother of bride/groom 

¶ Match your outfit/theme 

¶ Menôs buttonholes 

¶ Unique fascinators for 
themed events 

¶ Retrim a hat you already own 

¶ Felt hats for winter 

¶ Caps and berets 

Hilary Nowill 

The Pea, The Square,  Whimple  

822581 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  

www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 

{h¦¢I ²9{¢ 
t!55h/Y /!w9 

http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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 Hello again from your District Councillor 

Dear Residents of Whimple, 
I have been informed that it is once again time to drop you a 
line in the Whimple News about what is or isnõt happening at 
East Devon District Council (EDDC). Before I do, I want to 
wish you all a better 2021 than 2020, please be careful and 
stay well. The vaccine for this awful virus is being rolled out 
and let us all hope and pray that it does its job and we can 
once again enjoy the company of family and friends.  

In the meantime, our villagers continue to help those who 
need a little support at this time and the church continues to 
collect food, please try to help if you can by donating 
something.  

The council website has plenty of advice on Covid 19 issues 
and continues to offer financial support where it is needed, please go to the EDDC 
site for information. The other place to get information is the Parish council website, 
Kevin the Parish clerk does a sterling job of keeping the site updated. If you donõt 
have access to a computer and need any advice or help you can always ring me for 
East Devon issues or Kevin for Parish issues.  
 

CRANBROOK TOWN CENTRE 
 

After a lot of negotiations and rejection of 2 proposals from the consortium that are 
developing a town centre for Cranbrook, the strategic development committee 
have signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) which in simple terms means 
that the town centre will begin to be developed this year and should be completed 
by 2024. I am well aware that the growth of Cranbrook causes a great deal of angst 
for many but to have good facilities near us may be regarded by some as a bonus. 
There will be a Morrisons (obviously our own wonderful village shop will continue 
to be a jewel in our village crown) library, extra care facility, cafes, a range of small 
shops and a town square for farmersõ markets. The Ingrams sports area will get a 
purpose built sports pavilion which will be moved forward by the Cranbrook Town 
Council and as we live so close we will be able to make full use of these facilities.  
 

OTTER VALLEY PROJECT 

For those of you who are interested in environmental issues, on Wednesday the 6th 
of January after seven years of public consultation, the planning committee 
approved a pioneering project to allow the lower Otter estuary to return to a more 
natural condition. 50 hectares of the area will become intertidal mudflats, salt marsh 
and other estuarine habitats. This will be achieved by breaching the embankment 
which will mean that at high tide the original flood plain will flood and then drain on 
the outgoing tide.  
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Hello again from your District Councillor  

The £15 million project, mainly funded by the EU, is a pilot project, one of two in 
Europe. The other is in Normandy, France which aims to demonstrate that the early 
adaptation to climate change will bring better outcomes than delayed response or 
inaction. To read more please go to the project website: 

www.lowerotterrestorationproject.co.uk 
  

Committee meetings of East Devon District Council can be watched live on 
YouTube. They are always recorded so can be viewed anytime if you are not around 
when the meetings are taking place. If there is anything that you are interested in it 
may be worth taking a look.  

As always just to say I am here if you need any help so email or phone if you need 
me. 

Take care of yourselves, 

Cllr. Kathy Mclauchlan 

email: kmclauchlan@eastdevon.gov.uk 

Tel: 07811 138177 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 
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Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

1Ì×ÈÐÙÚɯÛÖɯ+ÐÚÛÌËɯÈÕËɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ/ÙÖ×ÌÙɪ

ÛÐÌÚ 

3ÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ+ÐÔÌɯ,ÖÙÛÈÙɯ1Ì×ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎ 

!ÙÐÊÒɯ1Ì×ÈÐÙÚɯ-ɯ6ÈÓÓÐÕÎɯ 

 

"ÓàÚÛɯ2Ûȭɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌȮɯ-ÌÈÙɯ$ßÌÛÌÙ 

 

ɯɯɯ3ÌÓȯɯƔƕƗƝƖɯƜƛƝƜƖƘɯ,ÖÉȯɯƔƛƜƖƙɯƚƝƜƙƔƛ 

$ÔÈÐÓȯɯÐÕÍÖɑÈÉÈÊÜÚÚÛÖÕÌÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

6ÌÉȯɯÞÞÞȭÈÉÈÊÜÚÚÛÖÕÌÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

  

Window Cleaner 
High reach hot water system 

Frames and doors all in 

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For that personal ser-
vice 

Sean Harris  
814963 


