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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD QUALITY, 
LOCAL PRODUCE. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 OPENING HOURS  

MONDAYS:   BOARD GAMES NIGHT AND OPEN CRIB NIGHT 

    DRINKS ONLY 5-10pm 

TUESDAYS:    Exe Valley PIZZA Co Van at The Farmer from 5pm. 
     Pre-order to take away or very welcome to eat in  our bar 
     Open  5-10pm  for DRINKS 

WEDNESDAYS: WOOD FIRE AND SMOKEHOUSE MENU 
 FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

THURS:    STEAK NIGHT! 
    FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm      
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

FRIDAYS:    CHARITY COFFEE/TEA & CAKE MORNING  from 9am 

    FOLLOWED BY BRUNCH/LUNCH FOOD 9am -2.30pm  
    FISH FRIDAY DINNER   5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 9am -11.30pm    

SATURDAYS:   BREAKFAST/BRUNCH/LUNCH 10.30am-2.30pm  
     DINNER: 5.00-9pm 
    DRINKS 10.30am - 11.30pm 

SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ROASTS AND FARMERS TABLE 12-6pm  
    DRINKS 12-10pm 

Normal menu available WED-SAT 12-2.30pm/5.30 - 9pm SUN 12-6pm 
 

PANTO DAME  RACING SAT 2ND  JULY - STARTS AT 2pm! 

Band night, last Friday of the month from 9pm  

June - Rage     July - Kiss This 
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Editorial 
 

For me, 1st June marks the beginning of summer and this summer there will be 
plenty of village events to look forward to.  

First we have the Jubilee weekend with the lighting of a beacon on Thursday - the 
cricket club will be the ideal spot to watch that from - followed by a celebratory 
village tea party at the Victory Hall on Sunday afternoon. Everyone is welcome. 

And soon after it will be Village Week with Village Day on Saturday 9th July. Letõs 
hope this proves to be third time lucky. The last two Village Days had to be 
cancelled due to the pandemic so this one will be extra special. All we need is fine 
weather and a good crowd - so come along and enjoy. 

On the centre pages you will see we have a packed Village Week to look forward to 
with a bigger than ever Village Day in the Parish Field. The Village Week Team has 
been really busy.  

Most of the old favourites take their place in Village Week along with some new 
ones  - a comedy club, yoga and Irish dancing just to mention a few. There are also 
events for the children in the preschool garden and later in the Parish Field - and, of 
course, there will be ducks.  

I am particularly looking forward to welcoming back the pantomime dames. It has 
been at least five years since we last watched them race. The afternoon will be great 
fun. Donõt forget your entries for the photo competition. 

On other central pages there are details of the various events the team has put 
together including the biggest ever Village Day with the fun run, music, dance and 
entertainment. So be sure to come to the Parish Field to enjoy food and drink, loads 
of games, craft displays, stalls and an impressive selection of classic vehicles. There 
will also be live music. The team has done us proud so donõt forget to give them 
your support by buying raffle tickets, including those that come in this magazine. 

Elsewhere in your magazine you will find information on important planning 
matters. The ôSave the new fountainõ group brings us up to date on their discussions 
with the owner and we have an update on the Neighbourhood Plan. You will also 
find an article by Rev. Marc explaining how the pandemic has heightened the threat 
to country churches such as ours.  

Understandably, our local doctors have been under great pressure throughout the 
pandemic and are finding it difficult to keep up with demand for their services. This 
is an issue they are tackling and you will find an article further back in the magazine 
describing the measures they are taking to improve things. 

Enjoy the summer in our vibrant village and do send us any articles and photos you 
would like to share. They can be sent by email to me on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk 
by 10th July please. 

Bob Scanlan 

. 
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Whimple Whatõs On 
 

June 
  2nd Lighting of the Jubilee Beacon can be viewed from the Cricket Club at 9.45pm 

  5th Jubilee Tea Party at the Victory Hall 1.30pm ð 5.00pm 

11th Gardening Club trip to Abbotsbury Subtropical Gardens 

13th Voneus Broadband information evening 4.00pm ð 8.00pm in the Victory Hall 

14th WI Meeting ð talk on Lady Katherine's wardrobe in the Victory Hall at 7.30pm 

24th Band night at the Thirsty Farmer ð Rage - starts at 9.00pm 

July 
  3rd  Tale Valley Concert in St Maryõs Church 3.00pm 

2-10th Village Week See the programme on pages 32 and 33 

  9th  Village Day see pages 29 to 35 for full details 

12th WI meeting - talk on Hong Kong festivals in the Victory Hall at 7.30pm  

23rd PTA School Fete 11.00am - 2.00pm 

29th Band night at the Thirsty Farmer - Kiss This ð starts at 9.00pm 
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Whimple Stores and Post Office (with added Coffee Shop!) 
 

In the last Whimple News, we announced that we would be changing the layout of 
the shop over the Easter weekend and I am pleased to say that this went very well 
and we have created extra space for customers to move around the shop with ease 
and not have the issue of the Post Office queue blocking access to the freezers and 
fridges. 

On Easter Sunday, we closed access to the shop while 
equipment was being moved around and served 
customers at the door. Thanks to all of the Whimple 
residents for their patience during the change-over. The 
photo shows Sabrina and Sharon ready to serve 
customers at the door while Sabrinaõs partner James is in 
the background working out you push fully loaded 
fridges across the floor.  Successfully, thank goodness. 

We also installed new shelving which provides a better display of the products we 
have available and together with the changes to the lighting, brings a fresh, roomy 
and airy feel to the shop. Since Easter, we have had lots of compliments on the new 
layout. 

The new layout also gives us a dedicated òCoffee Shopó 
at the front of the Stores overlooking the Square and 
the Church. We also have a new coffee machine. Do 
stop by for a coffee, tea or chocolate and cake.  

We are listed as a stopping point on one of the Exeter 
Cycling Clubõs cycling routes and the photo (with their 
permission) shows one group that stopped by for a 
break on the early May holiday.  

On a less positive note, the well publicised increases in 
grain, oil, fuel, import duties and taxation have affected our wholesale providersõ 
costs which are then passed onto us. We have tried to remain competitive with our 
pricing but obviously cannot beat the major supermarket chains who have better 
buying power. The cost of living crisis seems to have also affected the amount of 
customers coming through our doors. As we are a vital community facility that 
needs to remain in place as long as possible, we would like to encourage Whimple 
residents to think of the Stores wherever possible for convenience items, fresh 
bread, veg, bacon, sausages etc, or to stop by for a coffee or cake. We also plan to 
have only one person serving at both the Post Office and Retail counters for most 
of the day. If a queue forms, please be patient with the Team member serving and 
they will deal with the queue as quickly as possible. 
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Finally, it goes without saying, that although we stock a comprehensive range of 
products, if we are not stocking the items that you regularly need, please do let us 
know.  

Many thanks 

Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and Team 

 

Letõs Talk Whimple 
 

Please join us on a Friday morning 10.00am - noon at the Heritage Centre for 
coffee and a chat. 

If you are isolated or alone or interested in socialising, please feel free to pop in. 

During May there will be a representative from Devon County Councils Outreach 
plan and after that we will still be able to work with them to help provide contacts 
for any problems anyone may be experiencing. 

If we have volunteers we can hopefully extend this project to support people and 
host evening sessions.  Evening sessions are more likely to be a guest speaker on 
topics concerned with mental health.  If there are topics you would like advice on 
please let us know. 

jls.sanders@btinternet.com 
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Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 
Lined and Built 

òAll your chimney needsó 
 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 
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{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ /ƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀƪŜ 
 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ CǊƻƳ млΦмрŀƳ ǳƴǝƭ мнΦллƴƻƻƴ 
9ǾŜǊȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƻũŜŜ ƻǊ ǘŜŀ  
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƘƻƳŜ-ƳŀŘŜ ŎŀƪŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

There has been a lot of recent activity to report. 

We have now been advised by the owner of the pub that he has appointed a 
specialist agent to deal with the sale of The New Fountain and he has also approved 
a meeting between said agent and some of our group in order to discuss options for 
a community purchase. This is an encouraging step. 

He does want to sell the building as a pub. (A meeting has now been arranged.) 
At the time of writing the NF is not listed for sale on the open market, but we are 
mindful that this could change at any time. 

Our priority the internal inspection with the agent at the end of May.  This will help 
us to appraise the approximate cost of repair, refurbishment and preparation the 
building and itõs infrastructure will need to be fully operational once more.  These 
costs will then need to be factored into the overall funding required to acquire and 
restock the pub. Obviously, viability considerations must be calculated, too, and 
how best to overcome any issues. 

We will then be in a position to decide on the best financing options, involving all 
sources so far investigated  - community  share subscription, mortgage, grants etc. 

If the community purchase is to be successful the support of the whole village will 
be crucial. An  example of how everyone can get involved and help, is the recent 
community purchase of the Kingõs Arms in Stockland: https://scpl.org.uk/. This pub 
had also closed, was revived by the community, and is running successfully with a 
very proactive tenant in charge, but there are many different options available to us. 

We would very much welcome any input you may have to help us make the next 
steps in this  process, and onwards, to successfully return the pub to Whimple. 

(Also, should anyone reading this be interested in purchasing the pub, or taking a 
large share, the purchace price given is £350,000.) 

Our email address is: savewhimplesnewfountaininn@outlook.com 
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PANTO DAME RACING ôRIDES 
AGAINõ!! 

Hosted by The Thirsty Farmer  
 

HERE COME THE DAMES  
 

Panto Dame Racing is returning this year by popular demand. 

They will be trotting out and cantering about with much merriment and 
disruption on Saturday 2nd July at the Thirsty Farmer starting at 2.00pm.  

Come along and join in the fun, form a syndicate and buy a Dame,  

(you get a free glass of bubbles and a bottle of fizz if your Dame wins). 

Place your 50p bets (you can have more than one bet) 

Or just come along and laugh until your sides ache.  

Those of you who have been before know what is in store and those of you 
who have not had the pleasure I can promise you a great family time.  

Look forward to seeing you all there.  

Cathy Bartlett-Horwood 07400 085121 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 
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Ottery Help Scheme is launching its 30th anniversary 
celebrations this month. 30 years supporting the local 
community is a great achievement for all staff, volunteers, 

trustees and supporters! 

30th Anniversary Events We are looking to raise awareness of the Ottery Help 
Scheme at a number of up- and-coming events. One way we are hoping to do this is 
by engaging the community in small activities, that will attract sponsorship or 
donations, based around challenging yourself to do 30 of something, anything! This 
could be a mentally stimulating activity such as 30 crosswords in 30 days, to a 
personal physical challenge of 30 miles on your bike, or 30 walks around your 
garden. The possibilities are immense! We hope younger children might get 
involved, challenging themselves to read 30 books, or learn 30 new words in 30 
days, or a physical challenge with friends. Our aim is to promote overall wellbeing 
whether you are 5 or 85, through any activity which stretches you.  

Get your friends and family to sponsor you, or donate to OHS, to mark your 
endeavours and support the local community: itõs a win-win situation! 

Please contact the OHS office to get more details and a sponsor form:  

Tel. 01404 813041 · Email. info@otteryhelpscheme.org.uk  

We already know that one OHS volunteer has decided to challenge themselves to 
walking 30 miles in a day, endeavouring to walk between all the localities supported 
by OHS. Please look out for a black Labrador and a white-haired walker in your area 
on Thursday 30th June! 
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Another successful couple of months with fascinating 
speakers in the comforting surroundings of the Hub. 

March saw Sarah Thackeray teaching us the benefits of 
natural cleaning products. It was genuinely interesting 
and I'm certainly going to give her recipe for a window 
cleaner a go. Usually when I attack window cleaning it 
ends up a smeared and dribbly mess, far worse than when I started! I shall employ 
white vinegar, distilled water and a few drops of an essentail oil. It works on mirrors 
too apparently. 

In April, our speaker John Lowe enthralled our members with his wartime tale. He 
spoke of the four young aircrew who lost their lives when their RAF Hampdon 
bomber crashed on Dartmoor in 1942. This followed a bombing raid over northern 
France. After years of research by John and his wife, a new ending to the story 
emerged and by the end of John's spellbinding tale, there was hardly a dry eye in the 
house. There is a small memorial on Dartmoor in commemoration. 

We hosted the WI and Hospiscare coffee morning on St George's Day. As with all 
such events there is always the worry that there won't be enough items to sell, 
people won't come, the weather will be awful and of course the dreaded covid 
could be an issue. It was all fine. We raised a goodly sum, final figure to be 
confirmed. We raised nearly £200 on cakes alone. Fabulous!  

We would have loved more young families to have been there in support.  We had a 
wonderful selection of toys, games, books and puzzles at giveaway prices, but so 
few children to delight in them. I do appreciate that families are always busy but, 
Hospiscare is there for everyone, not just the elderly and it needs our support. 

Our next WI meeting was our annual meeting held on 10th May in the Victory Hall, 
where we selected a new committee and elected Sarah Hogg as our new president. 
It was a cheese and wine fest and hopefully the members enjoyed the offerings. 

Another mention of the village Jubilee event where we hope members will help in 
some way, or just wish to attend and join in with the fun. 70 years is certainly worth 
celebrating. I remember the silver jubilee ð yes I'm that old! It rained for most of the 
day but in our little Leicestershire village that certainly did not stop the partying. My 
family was very young at the time, but I hope they still have happy memories of 
being part of that splendid occasion. 

Our 14th June speaker sounds intriguing. Lady Katherine and a peep inside her 
wardrobe with Rosemary Griggs. I think we're going back in time for this one. 

July will see your WI in support of Village Day. Any offers of help in running the 
refreshment tent or baking would, as always, be greatly appreciated. Or, please just 
come along in support for tea and cake on the day. 

12th July our speaker for our meeting will be Angela White on her life in Hong Kong, 
with its customs and festivals. 

I think I've rambled on enough and so keep well and enjoy all the activities your 
village has to offer. 

Di Eden 
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