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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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OUR OPENING AND SERVING TIMES: 
Monday -Friday 12 ð9 for food. Closing at 11.30pm,  

On Saturdays Breakfast is served 10 -12noon and  

food is served until 9pm. Closing at 11.30pm  

On Sundays food is served 12.00noon -8.00pm. Closing at 10.30pm  
 

 
 

   

The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

 

MUSIC DATES 

December 15 th ð from 5pm, Village Christmas Party  

December  22nd  -  Jess Clarke  

December 27 th  ð 9pm ôtil late, Sweet Black Angels 

December 28 th ð from 9pm, Karaoke  

New Years Eve, Music Through the decades,  
Disco from 9pm ôtil 1am 

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING  GOOD                                                       
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR QUIZ EVERY OTHER SUNDAY AT 8pm 
ENTRY MONEY GOES TO LOCAL CAUSES 

CHRISTMAS BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN!! 

POP IN AND ASK TO SEE OUR MENU. 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

07939 879305  
01404 823258  

 (Whimple)  

Geoff  

Delves  

Roofing  

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  
 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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Whatõs On In Whimple  

December 
 

  2nd Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting ð Victory Hall 7.00pm 
  7th Front Row Club ð 7.00 for 7.30pm ð details on website/posters ð Christmas 

Special 
  7th History Society Xmas Lunch ð Cricket Club 12.00noon 
10th Whimple Youth Club ð Victory Hall 5.15 - 6.30pm  
10th WI Christmas Party at Victory Hall ð 7.00 for 7.30pm. 
14th Coffee Morning in aid of the Childrenõs Society - St Maryõs Church ð  
 10.15 - 12.00pm. Details page 59 
14th Activity Day for Children at The Hub Willow View 
14th SoupõnõSarnie Christmas Special Lunch ð Victory Hall ð 12.00noon for 12.30. 

Details page 9  
14th Front Row Club Foreign Film Night Victory Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm 
24th Carols in the Square - 7.00pm - details page 26 
27th VPA AGM 7.30pm at Victory Hall Committee Room ð details page 16 
31th New Yearõs Eve in the Square ð details page 17 
 

January 
 

11th Table Top Sale Victory Hall ð 11.00am-1.00pm - Details page 45 
14th WI Monthly Meeting at Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm ð Speaker is Natalie 

Andrews: ôThe cleverness of scarvesõ 
17th Wassailling starting at the New Fountain at 6.30pm. See page 21 for details 
25th Breakfast - Victory Hall 8.30 - 9.30am Victory Hall, Speaker Mark Richardson, 

Exeter Foodbank 
25th SoupõnõSarnie Lunch ð Victory Hall ð 12.00noon - 1.30pm. 
25th Pre School Quiz and Curry Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm ð details page 53 
27th VPA AGM Victory Hall 7.30pm 
 

February 
 

  6th Joseph andthe Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, St Maryõs Church 7.30pm ð
details page 31 

  7th Joseph andthe Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, St Maryõs Church ð 7.30pm 
  8th Joseph andthe Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, St Maryõs Church -2.30pm 

and 7.30pm 
11th WI Monthly Meeting at Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm ð Speaker is Paula Steer 

ôBeing a shepherdõ 
20th The Whimpletons present Cinder Fella 7.30pm details page 39 
21th The Whimpletons present Cinder Fella 7.30pm 
22nd The Whimpletons present Cinder Fella  Matinee 2.00pm 
22nd The Whimpletons present Cinder Fella 7.30pm 
29th SoupõnõSarnie Lunch ð Victory Hall ð 12.00noon - 1.30pm. 
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Ed the Ed 
Yes ð Iõm still here! Our first advert for a new editor did not produce the long list of 
applicants that we hoped for, so the News team will put their thinking hats on ð one 
very creative idea that was discussed was having a guest editor for each edition. The 
background work to create the magazine would be done by others but we would 
invite the various organisations in the village to provide a guest editor for one each 
of the six editions in the year. We will fine tune that idea so that we have a cunning 
plan for the first edition in 2020. Potential editors may well find themselves accosted 
and offered an opportunity that they cannot resist! 

This edition has a variety of village news/events etc but for me the big one is about 
Rev Chris Martin moving on from Whimple in late January ð see my article on pages 
28 and 29. Chris has made a valuable contribution to Whimple and the surrounding 
parishes, and we wish him and Tina the very best in Charmouth and his new parish.  

The Whimpletons are girding their loins to dazzle you all with another pantomaniac 
production ôCinder Fellaõ in February and without wanting to scare you, yours truly 
has been invited back for a supporting role (at first I thought that they just needed 
someone to hold up the stage) but it appears they are looking for a proficient actor 
to bring quality and stability to the production. ôWhy youõ I hear you cry? Basically, I 
make the rest of them look good as I totter around with absolutely no idea of what I 
have to say next despite being so confident whilst waiting in the wings to make my 
entrance! 

Last yearõs Wassail produced a bumper harvest that is still being picked as I write, so 
come along on 17th January to help us wake up the trees and keep a village 
tradition alive! (See page 21) 

Thanks to Kathy Mclauchlan for updating us with progress on the Speed Watch 
initiative that was raised in the last edition. It is great to see concerns being picked 
up and villagers getting involved in matters that are important to them. There are 
also updates from the Parish Council and the ôProtect our Whimple and Rockbeare 
Group ô, also asking for support and involvement to maintain momentum in creating 
a Neighbourhood Plan, and the campaign against the Cranbrook expansion. Again, 
it comes down to my favourite mantra ôAsk not what your village can do for you but 
what you can do for your villageõ.  

Well done to the Cricket Club for a brilliant fireworks evening on 2nd November ð 
James Woollam has penned an excellent review of the evening. A great display of 
fireworks ð and safe! Thanks to Donna and Marc in the Farmer for their sponsorship 
of this event. Put next yearõs date in your diaries...7th November!! Dulcie and Maya 
have written a ôthank youõ to the village for all the support they received for their 
expedition to Tanzania and it is wonderful to read of the impact that the experience 
gave them. It sounds like they made full use of this unique opportunity, and 
hopefully it will stay with them for a long time! 

If you would like to contribute to the first edition of this wonderful magazine in 
2020, then please either send it to me or Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by 13th 
January please.  

On behalf of the Whimple News team, have a happy and safe Christmas, and a 
happy New Year!            EdH 
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Order sheets are now in store if you want to order your Christmas fruit, veg, 
milk, etc.  Pop in Christmas Eve and everything will be ready for you and you 
can join us for a mulled wine and mince pie. 

We can get hold of a wide range of provisions so feel free to ask if we can get 
something particular in.  

We have new pies and pasties from Moores in Exmouth which are proving 
popular and we can get cocktail pasties but will only order these in if 
requested. 

We will still stock Chunk pies and pasties and can order in larger pies. 

We will also have some gift packs from Courtneys cider and Exe gin and Black 
Cat rum.  
 

Post Office 
Christmas delivery time leaflets are available in store.  Some deadlines for 
overseas parcels have already passed so please come in and ask advice. 

For general mail the last day for posting 2nd class mail will be Weds 18th 
December and for 1st class mail Friday 20th December. 

We are always happy to give advice on postage prices and services.  
Generally, a small parcel should measure not larger than 45cm x 35cm x 16cm.  
If it is under 2kg this parcel size can cost as little as £3.00 for second-class 
postage. If your parcel weighs more than 2kg then the price jumps up 
considerably and sometimes it is better value to split a parcel. If you are unsure 
bring your package in unsealed and check before you send. 

Donõt forget to be careful sending batteries, perfumes, or alcohol.  We will be 
happy to give advice on this and restrictions with overseas parcels. 

Banking services can be accessed for the majority of High Street Banks, 
including Barclays. If you are unsure if your bank is 
supported at the Post Office, please come with 
your card and we can check for you. 

Donõt forget that the Post Office is not open on 
Weds 25th, Thurs 26th December and 1st January, 
so please remember to get any cash requirements 
prior to these closures. 

Mark, Jenny and team 
01404 822316 
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 Whimple Victory Hall  
 

 

Christmas Special Lunch 
by the Soup and Sarnie Team 

12.00noon  
on Saturday 14th December   

 

Come and Join us 
Bring your own wine, soft drinks will be available 

To book your place ring Maria on 823992  

The next Soup and Sarnie Lunch is on Sat 25th January 2020 
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District Councillorõs report 
 

Speed Watch 
 

Since the publication of the last magazine we have a volunteer 
group ready and willing to  research the possibility of forming a 
community speed watch team.    

I have been in touch with our local police (several times) and the lead member of 
the community speed watch team (CSW) in West Hill for advice.  The West Hill 
leader was very helpful and would be willing to talk to us about how they run their 
CSW, unfortunately I was not so lucky with the police. The local community police 
officer is organising a Cranbrook speed watch team at present and therefore we will 
have to wait. 

I am presently investigating the possibility of a moveable flashing speed sign so that 
we could alternate it between the three roads that lead into the heart of the 
village. As you can imagine none of this is straight forward and perseverance is the 
key, I shall continue to persevere.  

Just a reminder, PLEASE KEEP SPEEDS DOWN,  and if youõre out and about in the 
dark, please wear some reflective clothing, it could safeguard you, your children and 
the dog. 

 

For the Techies out there 
 

East Devon District Council (EDDC) have developed an app to work with the Alexa 
echo.  The app lets you ask Alexa all sorts of questions regarding waste and 
recycling and I have tried it myself so I know it works.   

 You can find some example questions and how to set it up on  the EDDC website 
under Waste and Recycling (I got the team to move it to the top of the page to 
make it easier to find).   

Considering the desperate need for recycling and particularly waste reduction, some 
may find this useful and of course some, like me, may find it novel. 

here are, of course, people who do not have access to a computer or an Alexa so to 
reassure you EDDC should be able and willing to answer any queries, just give them 
a call. The collection times  for Christmas will be hung on your bin in the next few 
weeks.    

If you have any questions or queries please do not hesitate to contact me, 

Wishing you all a warm and magical Christmas. 

Kathy Mclauchlan 
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tƛƭŀǘŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
 

Small friendly class, suitable for all levels. 

Functional, Strengthening,  
Core based exercises. 

West Hill Village Hall  

10AM Thursday mornings 

For more information contact  

Julie Read on 07966 571159 

or email juliereadfitness@live.co.uk  

 

 

POPPY APPEAL 2019 
 

On behalf of the British Legion I sincerely thank all the people of Whimple for their 
generous donations. I have just paid in £1311.09 which 
is the total for Whimple.  

This is down on last year due to the lack of door to door 
collections. Supermarkets are now the main collectors. 

My thanks also goes to the bugler who played the last 
post at the remembrace service. 

Apologies to anyone who did not get a visit but it is 
difficult after dark when people are at home. 

Thanks to all.      Fiona Clarke 

        Still 
Whimple News is looking for a new Editor! 

 

Please contact Cathy Sharkey on cpisharkey@gmail.com or 822939 if you are 
would like to find out more. 
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Thank you to everyone for all your support during 2019. Saturday Morning Coffee 
has continued to be a popular event, providing an opportunity for friendship. Once 
again St. Mary's Church is indebted to the ladies of Whimple who have kindly made 
cakes for, and served at, the Saturday morning coffee and cakes in church from May 
to September. Needless to say that without our customers the whole venture would 
be pointless, so it is a big thank you to everybody for their support.  If you would 
like to help next year please contact Rosie Davies or Maggie Spicer. 

We held an extremely popular breakfast in January at which the Rev Alan Dodds 
came to give an brief insight into his early career as a member  of the Konrads, who 
also had a young David Bowie as one of their members. Alan returned in October 
to speak at a Supper event , which again was well supported.  

Thank  you also for the support given to our Church Fete in June. 

December is a very busy time for the Church. This year many organisations seem to 
be finishing even earlier to give their staff a break. Please spare a thought for all 
those people who have to work over this busy period to help you enjoy the festive 
season, especially those working in the emergency services.  

As usual there are lots of activities taking place:  

On Saturday 14th December there will be a Coffee Morning in the Church from 
10.15am until 12.00noon in aid of the Childrenõs Society. 

We are once again holding a special Activity Day for Primary School children on 
Saturday 14th December. Please note that this year it will be at the HUB, at 
Willowview. If you want a place for your child then booking is essential. Please 
contact Jenny Love on 822006 or email brnl734@aol.com. 

We are also holding Advent Quiet Space on two more Thursdays in Advent. Please 
note that this is a different day to previous years. 

Please welcome our Carol Singers again this year as they sing 
in part of the village. Please meet in the Square at 6.30pm on 
Monday 16th December. If you would like to join them to sing 
or play a musical instrument please contact Gerri Turner on 
822587.  We would also welcome non singers to help us with 
the collection. 

Our Christingle Service will be on Sunday 15th December at 4pm 
and a special Celebration Service will be held on Sunday 22nd 
December at Cotley Barn from 9am 

There will be a Midnight Communion service at 11pm on Christmas 
Eve, (please note the earlier time) and on Christmas Day at 11.00am 
we have our Family Service with Carols.   



 

13 

 

There are also a variety of other services at Talaton and Clyst St Lawrence. The Link 
(Churches 4 All magazine) and Christmas cards distributed around the village list the 
full details.  

Looking further ahead, on 25th January we are holding a Breakfast in the Victory 
Hall from 8.30am until 9.30am. Our guest speaker is Mark Richardson from Exeter 
Foodbank .  

Further details of how to book will be available on the website and in The Link. 

Details of all the services and various activities can be found on our website 
www.churches4all.org. 

The Parochial Church Council on behalf of Whimple Church wish you a joyful 
Christmas and New Year.  
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Whimple Parish Council  
  

Neighbourhood Plan Update 
 

Neighbourhood planning is a way for communities to take a proactive approach to 
deciding the future of the places where they live and work. Communities can use a 
neighbourhood plan to help shape the future development and use of land in their 
neighbourhood. This includes the development of homes, shops, offices and 
infrastructure. 
 

How can I get involved? 
 

The Parish Council is now looking for volunteers with skills/interest to help in one of 
the four steering groups:- 

i) Natural Environment and Boundary (Protection Policies/Green Wedge, 
Building line, Development within the Parish Boundary, Flood risk and 
prevention) 

ii)  Infrastructure (Parking, School, Speeding, Bus and Rail services)  

iii) Climate, Health and Leisure (Sports clubs, Play Areas, Climate/Green Policies, 
Fuel Poverty, Ex Service personnel provision, Dr Surgery/health provision/
needs, Cycle Routes) 

iv)  Economy (Local Business, Church, Victory Hall) 

Some residents have already expressed an interest in helping and the Parish Council 
is grateful of these offers of support. If you have already expressed a general interest 
or are now keen to get involved in one of the specific steering groups please email 
(or post) your details, including which steering group you would like to assist with to 
Kevin Finch, Parish Clerk, whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com. Responses by 30th 
December 2019 please . 

Individuals will be contacted by the Chair of the specific steering group. Further 
information and the Terms of Reference for the steering groups can be found on the 
Parish Website www.whimpleparishcouncil.weebly.com 
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Contacting the Parish Council 
 

The Parish Council is very grateful to the Whimple News and Whimple whatõs on 
Facebook site for the opportunity to post key messages. The Parish Council does 
not, at present, have its own Facebook site and the updates seen are posted 
individually by the clerk, Kevin Finch. However, following posts in the Whimple 
whatõs on Facebook page there have been instances of messages being incorrectly 
sent direct to Kevin via online messenger. These messages do not go to the Parish 
Council but to a personal mobile phone and therefore are not read or responded 
to.  

Should you wish to contact the Parish Council please email Kevin Finch, Parish 
Clerk at whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com or by post or the parish phone number. 
More information can be found in the Parish Notice Boards and on the Parish 
webpage. Details can also be found in the ôOrganisations in Whimple listõ in the 
back of Whimple News. Please be aware that the clerk is a part time post and 
therefore responses will be made as quickly as possible during the working week. 

Dates for the 2020 Parish Meetings have been posted in the notice boards and on 
the parish website. We look forward to welcoming you to the Parish Meetings in 
2020. 
 

The Parish Councillors would like to thank residents for their help and support and 
wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year  

Kevin Finch, Parish Clerk 

mailto:whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com
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Fish and Chip van in The Square 
 

Graham will NOT be in The Square on  

Friday 27th December 2019 and 3rd January 2020. 

After the Editorõs comments in the last edition of the Whimple News, I am pleased 
to report that I have successfully emerged from my darkened room just in time to 
bash out another missive for this edition of the News. Thankfully, there is not so 
much to report on and no long term damage to my typing finger! 

Following our very successful Flower and Craft Show in August, there was a very 
enjoyable trip to The Garden House at Buckland Monachorum on Sunday 29th 
September. The trip also included a visit to the Endsleigh Garden Centre on the 
return journey. The coach was full and from the comments that came back it 
appears that they could have done with more time there as there was so much to 
see, so maybe a return visit is on the cards! 

Our final talk of the year was on Thursday 24th October. This was given by Graham 
White and it was very well attended. Graham gave a very well-illustrated talk on 
Herbaceous Perennials and Borders. Clearly those who were there went away with 
a whole host of ideas for their own gardens, so there should be even more colourful 
displays in the village next year! 

Our final event of the year was the Quiz Night on Friday 8th November. Following 
the great success of previous two years, it is good to report on yet another hugely 
entertaining evening. Members and friends thoroughly enjoyed the challenge of the 
Gardening and General Knowledge questions. Our thanks to Brian Nelson and 
Doreen Staddon for providing the very challenging questions which had the little 
grey cells working overtime! All in all another excellent evening. 

Our first meeting in the new year will be our Annual General Meeting which is to be 
held on Monday 27th January 2020 at 7.30pm in the Committee Room of the 
Victory Hall. As always, all are very welcome to attend especially anyone who 
would like to join our Committee ð we are always pleased to have new faces with 
fresh ideas! 

Information on all our trips and the Flower and Craft Show can be seen on our 
website. So to check these out go to www.whimple-vpa.co.uk to find all the 
information and photographs. 

Paul Wilson, Chairman, Whimple VPA. 

http://www.whimple-vpa.co.uk/
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Come and join us in the Square at around 11.45pm on New Year's Eve 

Bring candles to light your way. Hear the church clock chime midnight 

The church bells will be rung to welcome the New Year 

We will sing 'Auld Lang Syne' together 

( The church will be open ) 

 

 

PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Protect our Whimple  

& Rockbeare Group  

  

www.powr.live                   Email:- 
contact@powr.live 

There is always some pressure on the rural environment that affects our way of life, 
like a bad harvest, lack of skilled workforce, floods, loss of public services and 
amenities to village and rural communities. There is one threat that is very apparent 
and it is just over the horizon. The growth of Cranbrook is not what was originally 
proposed:ð a Garden New Town with high quality design and with strong eco 
credentials, but what has occurred? Now East Devon District Council wants to 
extend Cranbrook eastwards with their Cranbrook Master Plan. 

Nearly 500 villagers submitted their comments in what was a considerable 
response, indicating a significant concern about the developments. 

For clarification, our group supports new decent housing developments within a 
sustainable framework, carefully considered infrastructure that also protects our 
environment. It is the process; the developer led, profit seeking house builders, the 
district council that need to be challenged. 

Our group is acutely aware of the ôLocalism Act 2011õ which is an Act of 
Parliament that changes the powers of local government in England and came into 
effect in April 2012. This is a major change in the democratic process that affects 
every single parish in the land. It is relevant to us all as it is a law that facilitates the 
devolution of decision-making powers from central government control to 
individuals and communities.  

According to The Department for Communities and Local Governmentòlocal 
communities should have genuine opportunities to influence the future of the 
places where they live. Neighbourhood planning will allow communities, both 
residents, employees and business, to come together through a local parish council 
or neighbourhood forum and say where they think new houses, businesses and 
shops should go ð and what they should look like. These plans can be very simple 
and concise, or go into considerable detailó. 

It will affect the way our corner of Devon is developed now and in the future. It is a 
very important document. 

It is disappointing that the Whimple Parish Council ôcededõ / relinquished a large 
number of acres to Cranbrook Town Council. This land has augmented the land 
available to Cranbrook to develop eastwards up to Cobden Lane and in the case of 
a Travellers and Gypsy Site, over the boundary into Whimple Parish. 
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Rockbeare now has a ôsigned and sealedõ Neighbourhood plan, which in 
accordance with the legislation protects the Parish from the expansion of 
Cranbrook. It certainly has made a difference to how Rockbeare Parish can 
effectively fight against major developments.   

If only Whimple had a Neighbourhood Plan in place it would have shaped the future 
expansion of Cranbrook.  

Now the big problem ð the latest Cranbrook Plan submitted to the Government 
Inspector by East Devon District Council, is materially different from the plan which 
went out to consultation. This includes a new estate of houses within the boundary 
of Whimple Parish, plus a large Travellers/Gypsy site east of Cobden Lane up to 
Bodley Bridge. Clearly if this was known, then there could have been vigorous 
objections and castigation of EDDC and its councillors. Our argument includes, 
concern about, what appears to be, a hidden agenda. More transparency, more 
openness could have alleviated much of the distrust that we feel. 

A survey of residents was undertaken by the Parish in February last year, but it 
appears no tangible results followed. The pace of creating the Neighbourhood Plan 
by our Parish Council is of great concern to many in the village, since the legislation 
was ôup and runningõ in 2012!! 

The POW&R Groupõs key remit is:- 

1. To protect our villages from inappropriate expansion of Cranbrook. 

2. To work with all concerned to establish as a matter of urgency, a 
Neighbourhood Plan that is robust, realistic, time bound and legally binding.   

The Neighbourhood Plan is ultimately the legal responsibility of the Parish Council, 
but can be conducted by a Neighbourhood Forum. We have continually indicated 
our Groupõs support in achieving this, but it would appear the Parish Council seems 
reticent to our proposals. As a group we want to protect our green space 
surrounding the village and create the right environment that meets the needs of the 
village for the long term. It may not be known that once the Neighbourhood Plan is 
in place, it will inform key decision making of Planning Applications and other 
processes in the village. In addition, there are Government Grants of up £17,000 to 
help the process along. 

Letõs set a target of one year from the first of December 2019 to get this sorted ð it 
can be done if there is the will. It is your village, your community, your plan.  òWe 
can achieve more by working together than we achieve alone.  

We welcome villagers to be part of our team, that helps deliver this plan. 

Alan Lascelles 
Press and Publicity, POW&R Group 

31st  October  2019 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434 

or email 

barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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Friday 17th January 2020 
 

Wassailing 
This yearôs wassailing will start at the New Fountain Inn at about 6.30pm for the usual 
órehearsalô. The assembled company will then move off at about 7.00pm. to the first 
wassail ceremony, which will be around the Societyôs Whimple Wonder tree. The 
procession will then proceed up Church Road to Lower Woodhayes Orchard for the 
second wassail ceremony. The procession will then move back to the Square, via Dince 
Hill Close, where the procession will gather near the tethering stone to remember the 
Societyôs first Chairman, John Shepherd. The procession will then continue along Town 
Lane and Broadclyst Road to the orchard adjacent to Knowle Cross Farm for the third 
and final ceremony of the evening, courtesy of Jim and Mary Chard. The last port of call 
will be at the Cricket Club for traditional wassail refreshments. We would urge everyone 
to enter into the spirit of the evening by bringing  óinstrumentsô that will make sufficient 
noise to waken the trees and ward off the evil spirits in the apple trees. Wassailing Mugs 
and T-shirts will be on sale on the evening. 
 

FIRST TWO VERSES OF THE WASSAIL SONG FOR FRIDAY 17th JANUARY 
 

(We always sing the first two verses of the Wassail song, copies of which are handed 
out on the night. Here is your very own copy to bring with you! You can now 
practice your singing over the next few weeks!) 
 

A-Wassail, a-wassail! The Moon she shines down; 

Our apple s are ripe and our nuts they are brown, 

Whence thou mayest bud, dear old apple tree, 

And whence thou mayest bear, we sing unto thee. 
 

Chorus......... 

With our wassail, wassail, wassail! 

And joy come to our jolly wassail! 
 

O apple tree prosper, bud, bloom and bear, 

So we may have plenty of cider next year. 

And where thereõs a barrel, we hope thereõll be ten, 

That we may have cider when we come again. 
 

Chorus........... 

With our wassail, wassail, wassail! 

And joy come to our jolly wassail! 
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WHIMPLE QI 
Those of you who have visited the archives of the History Society will know what a 
source they are of fascinating information about this delightful village that we call 
home. Here are a few for you to enjoy:- 

Various businesses in Whimple at one time included:- 

The Mill (Station)  

The Cycle Shop in the old shed at Sandfords  

George Godfrey, Tailor in The Square  

John Godfrey, Shoe Repairer in The Square 

Reeds Shop in The Square ð Mr Reed was known as ôLippyõ as when war 
broke out he had heaps of Liptonõs Tea and made a small fortune. 

Events which took place in Whimple at one time:- 

Whimple Fair - held annually in The Square with stalls manned by locals and 
travellers and Maypole dancing by schoolchildren. 

The Winter Carnival - went from Station Yard to Hand & Pen with an organ grinder 
and monkey; a horse-drawn wagon, open at the back, selling saucepans, tin-ware, 
gipsy clothes- pegs, shoe laces and lace. There were also French Onion men and a 
fortune teller. 

Lady Hughes of Larkbeare was known as Lady Quick-Quick as she was always in a 
hurry. 

Thackeray wrote ôPendennisõ whilst at Larkbeare Court. He sometimes stayed at 
Larkbeare House and on a bedroom window is believed to have inscribed the verse 
of the hymn ôTeach Me My God and King:- A man who look glass / Or through it 
may stay his eye / Or if he wish it through it pass / And so the heaven espyõ. 

When the Second World War was over, Whimple started a ôWelcome Homeõ fund 
for returning servicemen. Each one was given a tin of biscuits. These would have 
been an expensive luxury at that time. 
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Hats and Fascinators 

¶ Bridal headwear and tiaras 

¶ Mother of bride/groom 

¶ Match your outfit/theme 

¶ Menôs buttonholes 

¶ Unique fascinators for 
themed events 

¶ Retrim a hat you already own 

¶ Felt hats for winter 

¶ Caps and berets 

Hilary Nowill 

The Pea, The Square,  Whimple  

822581 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  

www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 

{h¦¢I ²9{¢ 
t!55h/Y /!w9 

http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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WHIMPLE TABLE TENNIS CLUB 

Club Nights 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

The Club meets on Tuesday evenings  

between 7.00pm and 9.00pm,   

at the Victory Hall, on the 17th December 

We would love to see new members so please come along and join in. 

All levels and ages are catered for and all equipment will be supplied.  

The cost is £3.00 per evening. 

If you have any questions please call me on 07787 544192. 

I look forward to meeting you. 

Chris Beer 
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Christmas Eve Carols 
7.00pm 

in Whimple Square 
(or in the Church if wet) 

 

All are welcome, including musicians 
 

Collection in aid of Devon Air Ambulance 


