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 June/Ju ly 

 

 

Nicky Hitchcock with Barney and January  
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets  

personal care and attention  

 

(now also looking after small animals ) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF  

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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The Thirsty Farmer  
WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

JOIN US FOR OUR QUIZ!  

NEW START TIME 8PM 

ENTRY MONEY GOES TO 

LOCAL CAUSES  

 

A TRADITIONAL PUB, SERVING HOMEMADE FOOD 
FROM AN AWARD-WINNING TEAM 

We serve a wide selection of meals, including Grills and Local 

Fish, with Vegan and Dairy Free choices.  

Join us on Thursdays for our £ 13.50 STEAK DEAL: 

An 8oz Rump Steak with Tomatoes, Chips and Salad, plus a Pint of 

Fosters, Guest Ale, Pepsi or Lemonade.  
ñññ 

Open Monday -Thursday 12pm -3pm, then 5pm  until Closing  

Food is served 12pm -2pm, then   6pm -9pm  

On Friday, Saturday and Sunday we are open 12pm -Closing  

Food is served all day Saturday 12pm -9.30pm  

Sunday all day 12pm -8.30pm  

 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

LIVE MUSIC 
 

June 17th - New Heroes at 5.00pm  

Regular updates 

 on 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING  
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

07939 879305  
01404 823258  

 (Whimple)  

Geoff  

Delves  

Roofing  

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YO U WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING  FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLAT E WALL  

CLADDING.  
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June  
 

  2nd VPA trip to Tyntesfield, Bristol ð see posters for details 
  9th Front Row Club ð see website and posters for details   
  9th Church Fete ð details pages 34 and 43 
12th WI Monthly Meeting Victory Hall ð 7.00 for 7.30 pm ð speaker Paula Clark 

on Castle Drogo 
22nd Tennis Club ð Club night social with courtside BBQ ð details page 59 
23rd Primary School Fayre 1.30pm ð details page 19 
24th Exeter Gauge O Model Railway Group ð Open Day ð Victory Hall Details 

page 12 
24th Pattern Cutting Workshop ð The Hive ð details page 20 
26th Youth Club Taster Session ð Victory Hall ð details pages 34 and 38  
30th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12.00 noon to 1.30pm 
30th Barn Dance - Cotley Farm 6.30pm till late - details pages 28 and 34 
30th Pantomime Dame Racing -- details page 41 
 

July  
 

1-8th Village Week ð details pages 31, 32 and 33 
  1st Tale Valley Choir ð 2.30pm St Maryõs Church ð details page 37 
  1st Pattern Cutting Workshop ð The Hive ð details page 20 
  3rd History Society ð conducted village walks starting at the Heritage Centre 

6.15pm. Please book with Roger Smith on 822244 
  4th History Society ð Afternoon tea and cakes at the Heritage Centre 2.00pm 
  4th Whimpletons Big Village Week Quiz at the Victory Hall ð details page 27 
  5th Tennis Club ð Club night social and Open Evening ð details page 59 
  7th Whimple Day and Fun Run starts at 11.30am 
  7th VPA Flower Arranging Demonstration ð Parish Field as part of Village Day 
  7th Front Row Club ð see website and posters for details 
  8th Pattern Cutting Workshop ð The Hive ð details page 20 
10th WI Monthly Meeting Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30 pm ð speaker Dr Winston 

Hoe a Somerset GP  
17th Youth Club Taster Session ð Victory Hall ð details pages 34 and 38 
19th WI ôEducationalõ Outing to NT Cotehele, Saltash 
21st VPA trip to the Lost Gardens of Heligan ð details and booking form page 47 
27th History Society ð conducted village walks starting at the Heritage Centre 6.15 

pm. Please book with Roger Smith on 822244 
28th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12.00 noon to 1.30pm 
 

August  
 

  3rd History Society ð conducted village walks starting at the Heritage Centre 6.15 
pm. Please book with Roger Smith on 822244 

11th  VPA Flower and Craft Show ð details on page 46 
14th WI Summer Garden Party at Primrose Cottage, The Green 
 

Whatõs On In Whimple  



 

6 
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Ed the Ed  
 

I was looking through the historical/hysterical copies of the Whimple News that are 
displayed on a table in the Heritage Centre this season and noticed that I always 
start my editorial with ôWelcome to...õ which must get a little tedious for you, gentle 
reader so my apologies! Those editions are well worth a look as they record the 
lighter side of Whimple over the last 20 years or so and I am proud of how the 
News team have developed it during that time. However we are not complacent, 
and if you have some ideas about how we could change/improve the content and 
format, please let any of our team know! 

The Village Week edition seems to have more and more events to advertise and 
there is a whole range of activities from the Fun Run, to Tea and Cakes at the 
Heritage Centre and the cultural summit of Whimple perfection, the Pantomime 
Dame Racing! It is great to see that there are taster sessions for a Youth Club in the 
village being offered ð good luck to all involved there! Our centre pages clearly lay 
out all the Village Week activities so please get involved, as ever, and in the next 
edition we will display our usual centre spread of colour photos.  

This edition has two inserts for you ð one will be a book of raffle tickets, with the 
proceeds going to support Village Week, so please buy them if you are able ð thank 
you! Then other insert is a paper copy of the Neighbourhood Plan Survey which 
needs more people to complete and return as current returns are disappointingly 
low and means that the Parish Council would not have a voice in the future of 
Whimple within this process.  

At long last, having planned ôA conversation with Jenny and Mark from the shopõ for 
the last few months, we actually got together and the result is on pages 44/45. Plus 
they are now very relieved to find out that the garage up the road will not being 
having a Post Office presence which is great news! 

The cover photo this month is the current Mrs H with her mates Barney and January 
ð Nicky has put pen to paper and provided an excellent update to the work of the 
Munchkins Rescue Charity that she is involved with. They plan to bring two of the 
rescue ponies to Village Day as they did last year. This was a great success for the 
children who had an opportunity to pet and groom them and for Munchkins 
themselves receiving kind donations during the afternoon.  

We have also added into this edition, a lovely poem from Pauline Rogers just as she 
gave it to us ð it is always great to have poems/articles like that from people in our 
village. Chris Martin has submitted an article about Mobile phone signals in the 
village ð you know, I didnõt realise that we had any!! If you also have similar 
problems, then please help Chris with his proposed action.  

Sadly my search for a new deliverer in the Strete Ralegh area has failed, so I will 
leave a few copies up at the garage for collection and see how that works.  

If you would like to contribute to this excellent magazine, then please either send 
your work to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, or drop a paper copy into Dairy 
Cottage opposite the New Fountain by Tuesday 10th July. Thank you! 

Enjoy Village Week!            Ed H 
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Thank you for your patience while we had a blip in our milk supply.  We were 
really sad that Daisy Chain, our dairy supplier from the village, decided to cease.  
Ross and Jenny Cottey have worked so hard to keep the village with a good supply 
of milk.  We very much valued working with them and we wish them all the very 
best for the future. 

They kindly put us in touch with Sutton Lucy Dairy at Widworthy, less than 15 
miles away.  They will be providing dairy products direct from the farm so there will 
be less food miles, less packaging and lots of lovely, fresh local milk.  We will 
continue to try to secure a provider of milk in glass bottles and we can place orders 
for organic and other milks if you need them. 

Our plans to make fresh sandwiches are getting closer and we are always striving 
to provide quality products at competitive prices.  If there is anything you would 
like us to stock, please ask and we will look into whether it is available to us. 
 

Post Office 
 

If you are looking to use Local Collect on Amazon our branch doesnõt always 
come up.  If you use the postcode EX52SN it should bring up our branch as an 
option.   

We have received our new equipment which will hopefully speed up the service 
we provide at the Post Office.  The touch screens are faster but sometimes our 
systems are slowed down by the internet connections.  We are always happy to 
weigh parcels and give advice, so feel free to call in and see us for a chat. 

We have had a stressful few weeks after another letter from the Post Office 
suggesting they were looking into putting another Post Office at the garage.  We 
understand this was led by the Post Office looking for some coverage for 
Rockbeare.  They have suggested an 
outreach service to Rockbeare instead 
but this would need to find a suitable 
venue.  At the moment the proposed 
new branch wonõt happen which is a 
relief for us and the Post Office should 
be able to remain in the village. 

Our friendly team is always happy to 
help if you have any queries. 

Mark and Jenny 822316 
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Whimple News and GDPR 
Recently, like many of you, I have been inundated with emails updating the privacy 
policy of websites I have subscribed to in the past with invitations to ôclick hereõ to 
accept new terms and conditions affecting how my ôPersonal Dataõ will be used in 
the future. This is all the result of the EUõs General Data Protection Regulations 
(GDPR) that came into effect at the end of May.   

It is far from clear how these regulations apply to a magazine such as ours. 

ôPersonal dataõ includes such things as address, phone number, email address or 
photograph where these relate to a named person. We regularly publish 
information such as this.  

GDPR allows for ôLegitimate interestõ where a there is ôa clear benefit to others, a 
limited privacy impact on the individual and the individual should reasonably 
expect you to use their data in that wayõ. We assume that this can apply to articles 
and adverts in Whimple News where the personal data is supplied by the 
contributor with a view to its publication. 

This will remain our guiding principle until such times as the situation becomes 
clearer. If this approach causes you any concern please speak to either Ed or me. 

Bob Scanlan 822262 or bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk 
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WHIMPLE HISTORY SOCIETY 

TALES OF WHIMPLE 
 

If a resident of Whimple was asked to choose just one image of the village to 
illustrate its heritage, probably, most would choose an image of The Square. 

However, a copy of an old newspaper cutting held in The History Societyõs archives 
reports an event that could have had a devastating effect on how The Square looks 
today.  
 

Fire in The Square 
 

òA disastrous fire has occurred at Whimple, and but for the prompt assistance of 
many willing helpers, the beautiful village square might have been involved. 

The fire broke out in the workshops of Mr. W. Granger, builder. Two men were 
working there at the time. In moving a piece of joinery they upset an oil lamp used 
for glue spots. The flames spread to the shavings, and before they could overcome 
them, the whole place was alight. The timber yard adjoining was soon in flames, and 
with a hay rick near, was destroyed in a very short time. Meanwhile the Ottery and 
Exeter Fire Brigades had been summoned ð Ottery being the first to arrive- but a 
cottage adjoining (occupied by Mr. Dart) was quickly involved, the thatched roof 
soon catching. Too much praise cannot be given to Messrs. Whiteway and their 
men for the splendid help they rendered. They bought two pumps from the factory, 
and with these were able to keep the fire down until the arrival of the Brigades. It 
was undoubtedly due to these pumps that the houses of Mr. Smith and Mr. H. 
Godfrey were saved. Had they caught a great part of the village would have been 
involved, as there were other thatched houses near. In addition, the villagers were 
very active with buckets. 

Mr. Dartõs cottage was burned out, but luckily furniture was saved, as were all the 
important papers in Mr. Grangerõs office. The carpenters lost their tools, which were 
not insured. Fortunately, PC Labdon was near when the fire broke out and was a 
great help. A gang of Italians, who were constructing glass-lined tanks for Messrs. 
Whiteway, also rendered valuable help. The Whimple stream for a time provided 
plenty of water, but when the Exeter Brigade arrived they had to go rather further 
afield. Mr. Grangerõs property, including Mr. Dartõs cottage, is covered by 
insurance.ó 
 

The date of the newspaper report is unclear but Mr Eric Whitewayõs book of the 
history of Whitewayõs Cyder Company indicates glass vats were installed in the 
factory between the first and second World Wars and it seems likely this fire in The 
Square occurred in the early to mid-1920s. 
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 WHIMPLE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

 

Shaping your future 
 

The Steering Group and the Parish Council still needs your help and support. 

Preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan is a vitally important exercise in determining 
the future of your community. 

For a plan to have credibility with East Devon District Council your opinions are 
key. To date we have responses to the survey of less than 10% of households in the 
Parish. This is insufficient if the Parish Council is to gain the ear of the EDDC. 

The Survey remains open online at: 

www.whimple-survey2017.co.uk 
 

Do please undertake at least the first of the two surveys. It should take no more 
than 20 minutes of your time. 

Should you not have access to a Laptop or PC we have enclosed a paper copy with 
this magazine. Please complete and return to the shop by 1st August. 

Alternatively contact a representative of the Parish Council or the Steering Group. 

Queries should be directed to :- 
 

email: wpcnp2017@gmail.com or Mobile: 07864 117619 
 

This is your opportunity to make known your views and contribute plans for the 
future of ôWHIMPLEõ ð take it, donõt waste it !!! 

Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 
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Picture of Diesel 08 644 shown by kind permission of South Devon Diesel Traction Ltd 

 

 

This year approximately  

5 model railway layouts, in standard & narrow Gauges,  

plus our test track will be on show  

for all to see.  

Please come along to view our models,  

and see the trains running.  

All Welcome  
 

We apologise in advance for any parking disruption caused during our 

Open Day. 

 

For more information please view our website, 

www.exeter -gog.net  

or contact via email Exeter.gog@gmail.com  
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Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or email  

barryseaforth@gmail.com  
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Join us for  

SoupõnõSarnie Lunch 
 

12.00noon to 1.30pm on 

 Saturday 30th June  

and Saturday 28th July  

 

Whimple Victory Hall is run by a group of Trustees who are all unpaid volunteers. 
Consideration is being given to celebrating the 100th year in 2020 and also the 
future of the hall. Consultation with the users of the hall and residents of Whimple 
will be undertaken. 

The post of secretary will become vacant in September and a volunteer would be 
welcome as soon as possible. A co-opted post will also need to be filled.Please 
contact me on 823992 to discuss these positions. 

SoupõnõSarnie held normally on the last Saturday of the month (except August) is a 
social event for the village. All are welcome. The home-made soups include gluten 
free and vegetarian options and all profits go towards hall maintenance and the 
fund for future developments. The ôstaffõ are all volunteers. 

Maria Wallis 



 

15 



 

16 
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Whimple History Society 
 

The Auction of Pledges and Promises  19th October 
Victory Hall at 7.30 p.m.  

 

Entry will be by catalogue, costing £1.00 per person, which can be purchased in 

advance or on the door. Each catalogue will be numbered and a draw will be made at 

the interval for a bottle of whisky. 

 The Committee has already secured a number of promises/pledges but we 

would be grateful for any more. Anyone wishing to provide a pledge should 

contact the Secretary on  01404 822244  

THIS IS THE MAIN FUND RAISING EVENT FOR THE HERITAGE 

CENTRE, SO ALL SUPPORT WILL BE MUCH APPRECIATED  
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We have a busy second half of the summer term ahead 
and hope that this lovely weather continues as itõs been 
great to have lots of play and learning in the garden so far 
this term. 

We will be raising caterpillars into butterflies again this 
year and observing the changes of the tadpoles in our 
pond. 

We will be having our annual sports day in the garden in 
June and joining Whimple Schoolõs sports day for the preschool races. 

We have got a summer trip planned to Royal Oak Farm at Cotleigh 
where the children will get to pick fruit and have some fun on the farm. 

We have 17 children leaving at the end of July 
to go to Whimple School so we will be 
working on their transition. They have already 
been having lunch in the hall with the school 
children once a week and getting to know 
Mrs Terrett, the Reception class teacher. We 
would like to wish them all the very best and 
lots of happiness at school.      

We have spaces for children from 2.6 years 
from September, please call:  

 

Jo Sibley on 07794 652549 or email 
admin@whimplepreschool.com 

for more information.   

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - THANK YOU WHIMPLE 
 

A massive thank you to over 200 donors and 10 village collectors for the house to 
house campaign in May. This raised an all time record sum of Ã1750. It's great that 
at a time when some people are not finding it easy our friends in Whimple are 
helping to care for those overseas less fortunate. Well done. 

When disasters and emergencies strike, Christian Aid is able to respond, helping to 
save lives and rebuild communities.  

Aubrey Curry and Peter Wood 
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After the success of the Dress Making Workshops at the Hive, and by popular demand 
there will be 3 more workshops at the Hive offering Pattern Cutting Skills. Each step-by
-step introductory workshop will introduce you to the basic techniques for 
womenswear pattern cutting and garment construction. All pattern cutting tools, 
patterns and a sewing machine per person will be provided or you can bring your own 
sewing machine. 

Workshops start at 1.00pm on 24th June, 1st July or 8th July. Each three hour 
workshop costs £75 and includes refreshments and cake.      Michelle Moinzadeh  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Andy 

Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 

Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

 

 

 

 

WARTS DATES FOR 2018 
 

MONDAY 25/06/18 
MONDAY 29/10/18 

ALL ORDERS FOR OIL SHOULD BE PLACED AT LEAST  
ONE WEEK BEFORE THE ABOVE ORDER DATES! 

 

and CONTACT ME FOR INFORMATION ON DISCOUNTED BOILER SERVICING 
 

Graham Batten Tel: 823317 email:gkbatten@btinternet.com  

 

Pilates Classes 

 
Improves core stability and flexibility 

 

Classes suitable for all ages 
and all abilities 

 

Held on Mondays at 1:30pm and 
Wednesdays at 8.00pm 

at the Scout Hut in Whimple 
 

£5 pay as you go or 12 lessons for £54 
 

Contact Julie Wallace - Edmonds 

Mobile: 07956 137493 

Facebook: Julie Wallace Edmonds 
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