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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

 

 

 

  

 OPENING HOURS  

MONDAYS:   BOARD GAMES NIGHT AND OPEN CRIB NIGHT 

    DRINKS ONLY 5-10pm 

TUESDAYS:    Exe Valley PIZZA Co Van at The Farmer from 5pm. 
    Pre-order to take away or very welcome to eat in  our bar 
    Open  5-10pm  for DRINKS 

WEDNESDAYS: WOOD FIRE AND SMOKEHOUSE MENU 
 FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

THURSDAYS:   STEAK NIGHT! 
    FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm      
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

FRIDAYS:    CHARITY COFFEE/TEA & CAKE MORNING  from 9am 

    FOLLOWED BY BRUNCH/LUNCH FOOD 9am-2.30pm  
    FISH FRIDAY DINNER   5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 9am -11.30pm    

SATURDAYS:   BREAKFAST/BRUNCH/LUNCH 10.30am-2.30pm  
     DINNER: 5.30-9pm 
    DRINKS 10.30am - 11.30pm 

SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ROASTS AND FARMERS TABLE 12-6pm  
    DRINKS 12-10pm 

Normal menu available WED-SAT 12-2.30pm/5.30 - 9pm SUN 12-6pm 
    

!! MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE NIGHT THURS 22nd DECEMBER !! 
    

Band Nights 9pm:  Oct 28th: Double Entendre   

Nov 25th: New Variants  Dec 9th: Under The Radar   

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD QUALITY, 
LOCAL PRODUCE. 
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Editorial   

Welcome all to another edition of Whimple News. This one arrives just as 
the long hot summer gives way to Autumn, and also as we emerge from 
the period of mourning for HM Queen Elizabeth II. 

It's been a while since I was last asked to pen this editorial, so it was 
interesting to look at the edition through 'fresh eyes'. Great to see so many 
interesting articles all reflecting what a busy village we live in and how 
many people are so very generous with their time in supporting the wider 
community. If you do have time to give, I note the Scout Group are after 
some help! 

Plenty going on in the upcoming Events listing and also reviews of Village 
Day and the Flower and Craft Show, both of whom have emerged from 
the interruption of the pandemic restrictions. As a group The News 
benefits for a donation from the Village Week organisers - so thank you 
again for this. I should also just say that The News is put together by a team 
of unpaid volunteers and is entirely funded by our advertisers and some 
kind donations, so drops through your door for free every other month! 

A big shout out to Sarah for another great feature - in conversation with Bill 
Jordan. Plenty of us will know Bill by sight and may have known some of 
his backstory, but you'll know a lot more after you have read Sarah's piece. 

There are very interesting reviews by the Cricket Club (at the end of their 
season) and then POWR, the latter covering many different topics. I am 
sure we will all read the article by the team at Whimple Stores which 
shines a light on the challenges they endure from the Post Office as a 
'partner'. For those who could not make the open meeting this also 
provides a summary of likely changes to services, and the reasons for 
these. 

Enjoy the read and, as always, we welcome feedback and suggestions for 
future content. If you would like to offer an article for the Christmas/New 
Year edition, or want us to include details of a village event, then please 
send it direct to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by 10th November. 

Take care. 

Miles Leonard 
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Whatõs On In Whimple 
 

October 
 

  7th  Friends of Whimple Station - Bulb planting 
  8th:   W&DGC trip to NT Stourhead, Mere, Wiltshire 
  8th:   Film Night - Front Row Club. Village Hall 
11th WI Meeting - Janet East, Stories from her farm and b&b  2.00pm The Hub 
11th Whimple Table Tennis, Victory Hall 7.00 - 9.00pm everyone welcome  
15th Race Night is back in the Village Hall  (see page 22) 
25th Whimple Table Tennis, Victory Hall 7.00 - 9.00pm everyone welcome  
28th History Society, Janet Dowling, Devon Ghost Stories Victory Hall  7.30pm 
28th  Band Night at the Thirsty Farmer - Double Entendre  
29th  SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noon to 1.30pm. 
29th  Quiz and Chilli at the Cricket Club 
30th History Society - Apple Pressing at the Heritage Centre 11.00am to 1.30pm 
 

November 
  5th  November: Bonfire Night and Fireworks at the Cricket Club 
  8th WI, Jane Brunt, One woman, one harem and 1000 cows 2.00pm The Hub 
  8th  Whimple Table Tennis, Victory Hall 7.00 - 9.00pm everyone welcome  
11th WDGC Quiz 7.30pm at the Victory Hall 
12th  Live Well, Age Well event at the Institute, Ottery St Mary 
12th Film Night - Front Row Club. Village Hall 
22nd Whimple Table Tennis, Victory Hall 7.00 - 9.00pm everyone welcome  
25th Band Night at the Thirsty Farmer - New Variants 
26th  SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noon to 1.30pm 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EVENT AT THE THIRSTY FARMER! 

WELCOMING BACK LUKE HINGLEYõS MICHAEL BUBLE TRIBUTE EVENING ON 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 22nd. 

Look out for more details on Whimple Whatõs On and The Thirsty Farmer website 
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In the last Whimple News, we advised that we would be conducting a review of the 
Post Office in Whimple Stores due to the cost and personal commitments. On 
Tuesday 6th September we held a consultation meeting with Whimple residents 
regarding the review and the potential way forward.  

We would like to summarise the presentation made to the meeting attendees here 
in Whimple News, to provide a greater communication route for all residents who 
were unable to attend. 

Background: Post Office Ltd. pay a fee to us for every product of theirs that we sell 
via their counter. The range of products is extensive and includes Royal Mail parcels, 
cash in and out of bank accounts, Royal Mail stamps, Bill payments, Council Tax, 
Electricity top ups etc.  

The fees paid do not cover the cost of the staff member operating the Post Office 
counter. For example, in the peak posting period of last November, December and 
January, we needed to provide a full time staff member at the Post Office counter 
from 08:00 to 18:00 weekdays and for three hours on Saturdays. The Post Office 
queues reached the front door sometimes. The staffing cost was £5,300 over that 
period. We earned £2,830 in Post Office fees resulting in a loss. These losses are still 
occurring. 

In addition, there are mandatory audit tasks that we perform that are not paid for, as 
well as other costs that are not covered by the fees, and we are subsidising the 
provision of the Post Office facility and its services. 

Due to the complexity of the till system (Horizon) and the ease at which very 
expensive and irreversible mistakes can be made, each staff member requires 
extensive training. We pay for their time while training and we supervise them for a 
month afterwards - thus increasing our staff costs.  

The companies that pay fees to the Post Office for the services provided, such as 
banks and Royal Mail, are looking at ways of reducing their costs, meaning, over 
time less fees will be payable to retailers such as ourselves. 

The issue of retailers having to subsidise the Post Office in order to provide services 
to their communities is being discussed across the country. We hear that four rural 
Post Offices are closing every week. It does not seem to concern the Post Office 
and they have refused to increase the fees or discuss aid to help retain the Post 
Office in small communities. 

Looking forward: The continued cost to us of providing a Post Office facility is not 
sustainable (particularly when the electricity cost has jumped) and we have been 
investigating how to provide a range of postal and banking services to Whimple but 
with a simpler retail interface and a reduced cost. We believe that services can be 
provided, which will include cash withdrawal, parcel posting, stamps, bill payments 
and electricity top-ups and will cover about 80% of the essential services that we 
currently provide. 
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We are talking to a few companies who can provide parcel collection, drop off 
services and bill payment terminals. We plan to contract with these companies to 
implement the following services: 

· Cash Out with a small fee to cover costs 
· Bill Payments such as Gas, Council Tax, Phone provider 
· Stamps (main 1st and 2nd class ones) 
· Electricity Key top-up 
· Mobile phone top-up 
· Prepaid parcel drop off (possibly with a label printing facility) 

       ·    Parcel collection 
We will not however, without a Post Office, be able to provide: 

· Cash payments in to bank accounts 
· Balance enquiries 
· Money transfers across bank accounts 
· Cheques to go to bank accounts 
· Royal Mailõs Special Delivery service 
· Parcelforceõs large and heavy parcel service 

       ·    Foreign Currency 

We do understand that Post Office Ltd. can provide an ôOutreachõ Post Office to 
small communities. This is a pop-up service and could operate a couple of half days 
per week to provide the above services. Talaton Community Stores host this facility 
once a week. The community will need to lobby Post Office Ltd. to provide this 
facility for Whimple. 

Consultation: 

We asked the attendees at the consultation meeting, three key questions to take 
away: 

1. Can village residents suggest alternative ways of subsidising the Post 
Office function in Whimple Stores so that it can be retained? 

2. Can most village residents use alternative means for the services that 
may be lost? 

3. Can village residents use online postage services for sending parcels if 
we provide a drop off at the Stores? 

We are also considering the benefit of installing a laptop and printer which can be 
used by customers to buy and print parcel labels online. 

 We regret the potential for removing certain services, but we need to manage our 
costs to ensure we continue to be able to provide Whimple Stores. 

 If you have any comments on these proposals, or answers to the consultation 
questions above, we will be pleased to hear from you. 

On a happier note, we would like to welcome Rebecca Dominy as a part-time 
member of the team. Rebecca replaces Judith who is leaving to pursue other 
interests and travels. Good luck to Judith for the future. 

Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and Team. 
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W.A.R.T.S 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2022: 

MONDAY 17th October 2022  

gkbatten@btinternet.com or 01404 823317  

            Letõs Talk Whimple 
 

All are welcome to join us on a Tuesday morning between 
10.00am and  noon at The Pea in the Village Square for 
coffee and chat. If you feel isolated or are alone or are just 
interested in socialising, please feel free to pop in. 

This group has been running since May and we enjoy a weekly meet up just 
to chat or use signpost projects that may be of use to people.  We still hope 
to be able to offer some evening sessions if they would be useful too. 

Devon County Council have prepared for us a folder of useful contacts and 
projects. These are available locally for carers, people living with dementia, 
transportation issues, access to mental health services for adults and young 
people as well as groups supporting bereavement. 

For example the Devon Communities Together project recently offered an 
energy saving workshop which was kindly hosted by our Victory Hall.  This 
organisation offers support and advice to encourage communities to work 
together to support each other as well as offering practical advice. 

We have been made aware of the fact that the Honiton is a dementia friendly 
town with lots of suitable spaces and projects.  Honiton Health Matters is 
another community group which can signpost services in our area.  

Here is a list of handy phone numbers for East Devon residents: 

Free help with fuel bills ð Exeter and ED community energy ð 0800 7723617 
Short term financial aid for heating or food ð EDDC Financial resilience team 
ð 01404 515616 
Information and advice ð Citizens Advice East Devon ð 01395 265070 
Mental health advice ð Talkworks ð 0300 5553344 
Mental health advice for young people ð Parental Minds ð 07907 614516 
Support services for older adults ð Care Direct ð 0345 1551007 
Pendant and wristband alarms ð Home Safeguard ð 0330 6782381 or 
devon.digitalhomecare.co.uk website for more information 
Ottery St Mary services advice ð Ottery Help Scheme ð 01404 813041 
Letõs Talk Whimple ð jls.sanders@btinternet.com 
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 Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
òAll your chimney needsó 

 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 
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Whimple scout group has recently lost its Beaver colony (for ages 6 to 8 years) 
and Cub Pack (ages 8 to 10½) because there are not enough adult volunteers 
to keep the pack going. We have a scout hut to meet in, a brilliant programme, 
local training available, amazing kit and children waiting to join in the fun. If you 
can help, whether once in a while or every week, please get in touch by 
emailing whimplescouts@gmail.com.   

mailto:whimplescouts@gmail.com
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A reflection on the death of the late Queen Elizabeth II. 

What a few years it has been, a pandemic, a war, a cost-of-living crisis and then the 
death of our wonderful Queen.  

Whilst, for most of us, the news of Queen Elizabethõs death was not exactly 
unexpected, as 96 is a considerable age, it felt like an earth-shaking moment. After 
enjoying markedly good health she had recently appeared more fragile. Since the 
death of her beloved Prince Philip last year she had been undertaking lighter duties. 
All of us knew that this moment was approaching but somehow for many of us it still 
came as a national shock. It is the start of a new and unwritten chapter for the British 
monarchy and the country itself but also an opportunity for a moment of reflection. 
Of course, the Queenõs death brings personal loss for those close to her but also a 
time of both national and international mourning as she had also been a constant 
presence in tens of millions of lives. The longest monarchical reign in British history, 
stretching more than 70 years, is over. But the record book is less important than the 
widely shared sense of what has now slipped away, never to return. 

The Queenõs life spanned the entire history of modern Britain and over that period 
so very much have changed. She was born when Britain still ruled a global empire of 
some 600 million people. She died when Britain was a medium-sized northern 
European country with an uncertain future. She came into the world before all 
British adults had the vote. At 10, she witnessed the abdication of her uncle that 
made her heir to the throne. At 14, she lived through perhaps the greatest threat to 
the nation that followed the fall of France. As monarch, her first prime minister was 
Winston Churchill, yet she had already been on the throne for 23 years before the 
current prime minister, her 15th, was even born. 

She was crowned Queen in the first televised coronation in 1953 and she adapted, 
cautiously and pragmatically, to changes. She provided an undeniable source of 
stability as the country underwent massive changes at home as did the world during 
her lifetime. Her care and affection, which often contrasted with the indifference of 
some politicians, that she displayed towards the nations of the United Kingdom was 
especially embodied in her love of Scotland. 

Even more long-lasting was her important formal part in the retreat from empire 
which she dealt with by diplomacy and tact. This had begun under her father, when 
India became free in 1947. But from 1957 on, when Ghana became independent, 
many of the ôpossessionsõ that the Queen had sworn to govern in her coronation 
oath became self-governing instead, while mostly remaining within the 
Commonwealth. The post-imperial grouping mattered to the Queen and her love for 
her commonwealth subjects has been an enduring part of her reign.  
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Her reign was marked by private milestones and, later, by private traumas. There 
were many notable family events. They included the births of her four children, their 
marriages, the investiture of her heir, Charles, as the Prince of Wales in 1969, the 
deaths of her uncle the Duke of Windsor in 1972 and her mother aged 101 in 2002. 
There were also her own Jubilees: silver in 1977, golden in 2002, diamond in 2012 
and sapphire in 2017 (the first by any British monarch). She died just months after 
her unprecedented platinum jubilee which many of us feel privileged to see in our 
lifetime. 

The challenges started early in the 1950s, notably over Princess Margaretõs wish to 
marry a divorcee and continued in the 1980s and 1990s with the divorces of three 
of the Queenõs children and with the ôannus horribilisõ of 1992. It reached a climax 
after the death of Princess Diana in 1997, when there was much talk of the 
monarchy being out of touch. However, under her stewardship the royals steadied 
themselves in the early 21st century despite fresh challenges and her quiet and 
humble work inspired some of her grandchildren to a similar life of service.  

Today we welcome our new King Charles III as our new monarch but acknowledge 
that Elizabeth II leaves a space behind that is unlikely to be filled. The monarchy of 
the future will not be the same.  

The monarchy, built on a system of hereditary privilege, is for many an anachronism 
in the modern age but even the most strident republican would have to 
acknowledge that the late Queen did the job for so long with enormous dedication 
and deserved the national respect and affection that she is receiving in death.  

As most people know the monarch is the head of the church. However, just being 
the head of an organisation, even one such as the church, does not guarantee being 
a figure who represents the values the organisation espouses. However, our former 
Queen both ôwalked the walk and talked the talkõ 

When she was crowned, she may have held the orb, sceptre, ring and crown but it 
was the Bible that was presented to her that is described as ôthe most valuable thing 
that this world affordsõ. The most sacred moment at the heart of the ceremony is the 
anointing, which took place after the symbols of royal status were removed. The 
Queen, sitting under a canopy to hide the sacred moment from the cameras, was 
dressed in a simple white dress with no jewels or crown. As the Archbishop 
anointed her with oil, a prayer was said over her inviting Godõs Holy Spirit to set her 
apart as Godõs servant. Queen Elizabeth took this prayer very much to heart. 

The theme of service runs throughout the Queenõs long reign. If you want to 
understand the secret behind a life lived with such incredible integrity, humility, 
commitment and service, then youõll find it was in fact no secret. She told us all the 
time. It was Jesus. What made the Queen such a wonderful Queen is that she knew 
the ultimate King. 

She spoke unashamedly and eloquently of her faith and of Jesus in particular, 
naming Christ over and over again in her public Christmas messages, 
acknowledging she has been inspired by the sacrificial life of Jesus. She was our 
servant Queen. 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 

And thatõs good news, because while the Queen sadly is dead the ultimate heavenly 
King is alive. Just as he was the foundation of our Queenõs life, we can also know him 
as the foundation of ours. I believe that the Queen would want us not simply to 
remember her, but through her to remember, and come to know, the King that she 
served.  

How can we be so sure? Because she said so herself.  

In her Christmas broadcast ten years ago, she concluded: 

"Although we are capable of great acts of kindness, history teaches us that we 
sometimes need saving from ourselves ð from our recklessness or our greed. God 
sent into the world a unique person ð neither a philosopher nor a general, important 
though they are, but a Saviour, with the power to forgive... It is my prayer that on this 
Christmas day we might all find room in our lives for the message of the angels and 
for the love of God through Christ our Lord." (Christmas message, 2011) 

Today we mark the passing of an inspirational woman, daughter, sister, mother and 
our Queen and a fellow child of the creator God. But while we celebrate the 
proclamation of our new King Charles the third and mourn the loss of our former 
Queen Elizabeth II we also look forward to the everlasting Kingdom of the New 
Heaven and New Earth under our Lord Jesus Christ.  

God bless 

Rev. Marc 

The Rectory. Grove Road. Whimple, 01404 822525 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 



 

16 



 

17 

Members of the Otter Valley Dementia Awareness Group would like to 
share with you our new logo kindly designed for us by Leo Nielsen.  

The group was formerly set up with an emphasis on making our respective 
communities more Dementia aware. Through reading various articles 
submitted to the community magazines you will be aware of our efforts to 
date. 

Our next event described below is about having a healthy lifestyle, whatever 
your age, so that we each participate and engage in activities which are 
fulfilling, engaging and maximise our wellbeing. 

In writing this article we want to make you aware of our next big event 
on Saturday 12th November. The title of the day is Live Well, Age Well.  

We want to raise the profile of looking after yourself in order to live a 
healthier, more fulfilled life whether it be through mental stimulation, 
socialisation, physical exercise, consideration of mental wellbeing etc.  

The day based at The Institute in Ottery St Mary will offer a host of 
opportunities for local people to participate in, for example: volunteering, 
engageming in a formal group such as a cultural group, sport, being creative 
or more opportunities which could be appealing to you or to a loved one. 
We also will have contributors in an advisory capacity regarding 
consideration of sorting your finances, Will writing as well as sorting Lasting 
Power of Attorney documentation. 

In addition to displays and stands we will be inviting key contributors to run 
a number of workshops. Details of these will follow in due course.  

So for now put the date in your diary! 

If you are already involved in a group and would like to contribute to this 
event please contact me, Jill Dudding. 

My email address is: jilldudding16@hotmail.com or telephone: 07999 
487537 

 



 

18 

 



 

19 



 

20 

 

 



 

21 



 

22 



 

23 

 

Andy 
Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

 

tƛƭŀǘŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 

 
LƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƅŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

 

/ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 

 

IŜƭŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ мΥолǇƳ ŀƴŘ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ уΦллǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ Iǳǘ ƛƴ ²ƘƛƳǇƭŜ 

 

ϻр Ǉŀȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻǊ мн ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ϻрп 
 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ - 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 

aƻōƛƭŜΥ лтфрс мотпфо 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 

Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 
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TEN QUESTIONS WITH WHIMPLE RESIDENT BILL JORDAN         
 

Many people know you as Bill, a senior gentleman of 
the village, who they see keeping fit and active. A keen 
runner, who has participated in Village Day Fun Run 
since it began. But wow! What a career you have had - 
Academic, Prison Officer, Activist, Prolific Author, 
Professor and much more. Currently you are an 
Honorary Professor of Social Policy and Social Work at 
the University of Plymouth.  

Q1 How did it all begin? Tell me about the young Bill.  I 
am a quarter English, born in Dublin. My father was 
South African and a Rhodes scholar at Oxford. He met 
my mother, a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, in 
France a month before war broke out, and they 
married. I have interesting ancestors - my motherõs 
great grandfather was a Tory MP who tried to start a 
revolution in Ireland because of his concern for the famine. My great great 
grandfather was a magistrate in South Africa in the goldrush. We moved to South 
Africa at the end of the war and I went to the last unsegregated primary school in 
Cape Town. 

Q2 What inspired you to study? After my parents divorced I settled in Shaftesbury 
with my mother. I went to the Grammar School, but there was very little ambition 
amongst the pupils. I wanted to go to Christ Church College Oxford like my father, 
so the teachers put in a huge effort to help me. I gained a scholarship to study 
Philosophy, Politics & Economics. I worked really hard for a first class degree, but 
when I left I became a prison officer as I felt that I hadnõt seen real life. Then I trained 
as a probation officer at Exeter University.  I began researching and teaching, 
alongside working in the Probation Service and later in the Mental Health Service. 

Q3 You have written over 30 books, when did you realise that you wanted to write? 

Oh, very early on. My first book was published in 1970, a book about good 
practice. Further books followed which had a more economic & political slant. 
Many have been translated into Portuguese, Japanese, Dutch and Hungarian.  

Q4 Who do you look up to in the world of politics or social welfare? I suppose 
currently, Mark Drayford - First Minister of Wales. He was a PhD student of mine 
and is a supporter of Universal Basic Income (UBI), a social policy I strongly believe 
in. 

Q5 In the 1990s you travelled the world as a visiting professor, which country 
seems to get things right with regards to social policies? I do feel a real concern 
about the future. Sadly there actually arenõt many countries around the world that 
can hold up a model that show us how things should be. 
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Q6 How did you end up in Whimple? My second wife was a colleague at Exeter 
University. We moved to Whimple into Perriton Farmhouse. Sadly she passed away 
6yrs ago and I moved to The Square. 

Q7 What about your love of running? Have you always been a 
keen sportsman? From about  6yrs old I loved cricket. I had 
almost 50years in club cricket and I played for Devon for a 
couple of years in the 1970õs. At Oxford I  was an artist for 
several publications and drew caricatures of speakers at the 
Oxford University debates, such as W.H. Auden and Sir Oswald 
Mosely. I took up running in my 50s, winning The Great West 
Run in my age group as well as being the SW cross-country 
champion several times. Iõm still running today. It has even 
cured a shoulder problem I had.  

Q8 So the UK and World are in a great big mess at the moment, any views on this? 
With the USA authoritarianism becoming consolidated, combined with inequality
(especially racial), you have a particularly toxic mixture. Also, with authoritarian 
movements that have developed in Poland and Hungary for example, along with the 
influence of Putin on various countries, there is a real fear for the future developing. 
In the UK, it is dangerous that we have a large proportion of the population who are 
having to claim benefits/top-ups, and then a completely different part of the 
population who are very wealthy. This inequality creates a lot of instability and  
threatens a healthy society. 

Q9 It seems to me that we keep making the same mistakes. What do you consider 
essential for positive changes to be made? 

My main policy commitment has always been Universal/Unconditional Basic 
Income (UBI), I strongly believe in that. An income that is available for everyone. 
Countries with windfall mineral wealth have made it work (Alaska & Mongolia) & a 
few cities in Netherlands, Finland and Belgium have managed it. It enables a much 
more egalitarian civil society. It is essential to have a society where communities 
cooperate effectively, identify their own issues and act together to improve life for 
all members. Politics needs to encourage and enable this, rather than trying to 
suppress it. 

Q10 Whatõs next for Bill Jordan? Any dreams or ambitions still to be achieved? 

I have a book in print now -ôCollective Action - Tribes, Empires, Nations & Protestsõ. 
Iõve been all over the world and had plenty of opportunities to visit many countries, 
so I donõt feel the need to travel anymore. I like my life in Whimple. Everybody 
knows my name, probably due to my participation when Whiteways closed. People 
felt Whimple was a community under threat and I was seen as a bit of a community 
leader at that time. 

Bill, I think you are STILL a community leader. What a pleasure to interview you.        
Sarah Thackeray 

 


