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June/July 2024 

www.whimplenews.uk 
 

THIS EDITION PROUDLY MARKS 25 YEARS SINCE THE  

ôNEWõ TEAM TOOK THE WHIMPLE NEWS 

PRODUCTION ON - WITH THEN EDITOR , PETER SMITH! 
THREE MEMBERS OF THAT TEAM ARE STILL INVOLVED AND ARE  

INTERVIEWED BY SARAH INSIDE. 

PLUS - WHIMPLE FEST IS BACK! JUNE 29th. 

See centre pages 
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Sat. 

 
Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for info on upcoming 

events, such as quiz nights, open mic and live music. 



 

3 

Editorial 

 

Welcome to the latest edition of Whimple News! I do believe it is time to don our flip flops and 
shorts, fire up the BBQs and declare it- summer time! This marks my first address as editor and 
of course I am thrilled to bring you all the exciting news, events and updates that make our 
village such a special place!  From community raffles to festive runs, and everything in between, 
there's plenty to get excited about this summer so dive in, get involved and letõs continue to 
make Whimple the vibrant, welcoming community we all love. 

Celebrating 25 Years: Interview with Long-Standing Members 

Can you believe it? This year marks the 25th edition of our village magazine. Check out pages 8
-10 for an exclusive interview with three of our long-standing members. Get a glimpse of their 
mug shots from back in the day and youõll find a photo of the new team beaming from ear to 
ear! Of course, Marley the Maltipoo is centre stage!  

Whimple Fest ð Saturday 29th June 

Mark your calendars, folks! Whimple Fest is just around the corner on Saturday 29th June from 
12:00- 17:30 on the parish field. With a Wellbeing Zone, Kids Zone, and live music, it's the 
perfect way to get involved and socialise with your neighbours. Bring the whole family and 
enjoy a day of fun and festivities! 

Whimple Fest Raffle: Can You donate? 

Get ready to feel the community spirit with the Whimple Fest raffle! Whimple Stores is kindly 
planning to offer a super raffle prize by filling a basket with goodies from the shop. By 
purchasing and donating goods you will be supporting both Whimple Fest and your shop. So 
go on- donate today!  

Whimple Fest Run: Lace Up Those Leg Warmers! 

Feeling competitive? The Whimple Fest Run is also on Saturday 29th June. Don your leotards 
folks and see if you can outrun your neighbours! Itõs all in good fun and for the whole family, so 
join us for a bit of healthy competition. I know there a couple of Royal Marines in the village- is 
this challenge accepted fellas?! 

Green Wedge Policy: Have Your Say! 

On page 22, read about the Green Wedge Policy, designed to protect Whimple from merging 
with Cranbrook. Prevent unwanted development and preserve our villageõs charm by 
responding to the consultation listed by Todd. 

Victory Hall Needs Your Help! 

Such exciting plans for Whimple Victory Hall, but the costs have risen. More information will be 
released in the next issue, but in the meantime, can you spare anything to support our hall? 
Every little bit helps! 

Volunteers Needed! 

Concerned about the speeding in our village? Join the Community Speed Watch team! (pg 14)  

The Parish Council has five vacancies! This is your chance to make  a positive difference (pg 14) 
Heritage Centre in Danger: Volunteers Needed! Can you volunteer some time to keep this 
valuable resource open? Head to page 42. 
 

Have a great summer everyone and happy reading! 

Samantha 
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Andy 

Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 

Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  

www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 

SOUTH WEST 
PADDOCK CARE 

http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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Whatõs On In Whimple 
June 2024 

Sat 8th:  Front Row Club in the Victory Hall.  Note - earlier start at 7pm. 

Tue 11th:  WI Lavender bottles and pot pourri, Sarah Pepper, 2pm in the Hub  

Sat 22nd:  Soup nõ Sarnie Victory Hall.  12md to 1.30pm. 

Sat 22nd:  Whimple School Summer Fair 

Sat 22nd Live music at The New Fountain - Andy Ellis 
Sat 29th:  Fun Run 11.30am (registration from 9.30am) and WHIMPLEFEST (12md to 
5.30pm) on the Parish Field. 

July 2024 

Fri 5th:  WI cruise, Exmouth to Topsham and back.  Friends and family welcome. 

Sun 7th:   Tennis Club BBQ.  All welcome.  11 ð 2pm 

Sun 7th:  Tale Valley Choir.  Whimple Church.  3pm 

Tue 9th:  WI The Making of War Horse by Paul Rendell 2pm in the Hub 

Sat 13th:  Live music at The New Fountain - Hodge Podge 
Mon 15 th:   WARTS  ð orders for oil should be placed at least a week before this date 

Thurs 25th, Fri 26th and Sat 27th.  Toad, a production by Community Theatre 4 All in 
the garden of Rull House 

August 2024 

Sat 10th:  Whimple & District Gardening Clubõs Flower and Produce Show.  Victory 
Hall. 

Tue 13th:  WI members' garden party 

Sat 17th Live music at The New Fountain - Sam Jones 
Sun 18th:  Whimple and District Gardening Club trip to RHS Rosemoor. 

Mon 26 th (Bank hol):  Whitewayõs Cup T20 tournament at Cricket Club 

Sat 31st:  Soup nõ Sarnie in the Victory Hall.  12md to 1.30pm 

September 2024 

Mon 9th-: Victory Hall AGM 7pm 

A minor change to this community diary ð all events up to a year ahead can now be 
included in the diary.  Although there is only space for two or three months in the 
paper version of Whimple News, everything will now also be posted on the 
Whimple Newõs website https://www.whimplenews.uk.  We will try to update this 
weekly.  Hopefully this should help folks with long term planning and avoid events 
clashing.  If you would like to have your event included, please email me on 
walmsley_louise@yahoo.co.uk 

Louise Walmsley 



 

6 

Greetings Whimple!  

We have a few updates from Whimple Stores to share with you starting with the 
Whimple Fest Raffle Super Raffle Prize Basket as Whimple Fest is just round the 
corner. The plan is to fill the basket with goods from the shop, donated by 
customers. The basket will then be raffled at Whimple Fest on 29th June. By 
purchasing and donating goods, you will be supporting both Whimple Fest and your 
shop. Many thanks! 

Stamps 

Reported recently in various news channels and on BBCõs Watchdog, is a new issue 
of Royal Mail fining (Ã5) the intended recipients of letters that have had fraudulent 
stamps attached.  

Having invested in adding barcodes to stamps and the equipment to read these 
barcodes, Royal Mail is now picking up òfraudulentó barcoded stamps and applying 
their fine ð although we understand they have temporarily suspended the fine. As a 
reaction to this emerging fraud, Royal Mail is advising consumers to only buy stamps 
from them, the Post Office or reputable High Street retailers. However, it has been 
reported that a lot of people sending letters with these òfraudulentó stamps, 
purchased them from either Royal Mail or the Post Office, begging the question as 
to how the fraud is being perpetrated and whether the detection is throwing up 
false positives.  

We are not sure if Whimple Stores ranks among the ôreputable High Street retailerõ 
category, having a Square and not a High Street, but we purchase our stamps from a 
wholesaler who purchases Royal Mailõs excess stock when special stamps (such as 
Christmas Stamps) cease circulation but are still valid for postage. These stamps are 
the only ones that we can buy wholesale without losing money on the retail sale. 

We suggest that while Royal Mail are investigating the issue of potentially fraudulent 
stamps inside their own distribution channels ð or falsely identifying fraudulent 
stamps, that you would be safer buying from us. 

The house at 1, The Square 

Whimple Stores sits inside and behind the main house occupied by Sabrina, James 
and Karina. Sabrina and James are purchasing their own house a distance away from 
the village, so we have decided to sell the house and you will see it advertised on 
the Hall and Scott notice board on the shop wall. Whimple Stores remains as a 
standalone leasehold entity and will be unaffected by the house sale.  

We will be recruiting to backfill for Sabrina and Karina, so if you are 18 and over and 
interested in working behind the counter on a part time shift basis, please let Sharon 
or Rory know.  

New Lines 

Our wholesale suppliers are struggling to maintain some of the stock lines that we 
usually sell due to import difficulties, materials price increases or shipping costs and 
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delays. Tea has become a recent victim of the Red Sea troubles and Coffee prices 
are affected by recent droughts. We hunt around for alternative suppliers for our 
most popular items that are affected and we are pleased to get Almond Fingers back 
in stock as these were very popular. We are also testing out new products in the 
fridge such as cold sliced meats and small treat size puddings. 

Unfortunately, we have had to increase the price of our take-away and sit-in coffees 
due to the bean price increase but we still think our prices are very reasonable at 
Ã2.50 and the service is, as ever, exceptional! 

Internet failure 

Sharon and I decided to take a one week short break abroad for the first time in 18 
months and at the same time, contractors with a telegraph pole drilling machine, 
drilled through the fibre carrying underground ducts taking fibre based internet out 
across several providers serving a large area of East Devon. This outage affected our 
retail till system and the payment machines as well as the phone line. I could not 
even call Sabrina to walk her through a potential alternative solution, so we were 
disabled for 2+ days.  

Well done to our staff for coping without the systems until the internet finally came 
back.  

To ensure minimum disruption to customers, we took the names and purchase 
details of our customers who did not have cash available and most customers have 
returned to pay back this short term deferred payment. Sadly, though, we have had 
a couple of people who still have not returned to pay their debt.  

On closing, we would like to thank all our customers for their support of the shop 
and repeat the request to all of Whimple to support the village store wherever 
possible.  Sharon, Rory, Sabrina and the team 
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             Looking Back on 25 Years of The Whimple News  
By Sarah Thackeray 

A few years ago I answered a request just  to help with Whimple News 
deliveries. However, at my first meeting in Bob Scanlanôs garden over a 
glass of wine, I soon found myself volunteering to write regular articles, and 
step into various roles as and when necessary! Such is the camaraderie 
(and gentle persuasion!) of the gang that create, produce & deliver your 
great bi -monthly village magazine. I asked three of the original ó1999ersô  - 
Bob Scanlan (Production), Ed Hitchcock (former Editor) and Miles Leonard 
(Treasurer) to reminisce about their 25 years.  

 

How did it all begin in 1999?  
BOB - The original óteamô was made up of David Smith and his wife who had to 
pass on their magazine responsibilities when they left the village. Peter Smith took 
up the challenge and advertised a meeting for like minded souls. The WN sprang 
back to life with a whole new team and with support from the Parish Council.  
MILES - Yes, and my first memory is when they organised that meeting to find 
new volunteers, just as we have held again recently. It was one of those moments 
when you meet people in the village for the first time. It was lovely for me, a great 
chance to get involved in something new. 
ED -The committee is always evolving, with individuals taking on different roles 
and suggesting fresh ideas. New skills and strengths have been brought to the 
production as the team has changed over the years. 
 

What are your fondest memories?  
MILES - Back in the day when we used to assemble the magazine, there would be 
boxes and boxes of individual sheets that had been printed by the Parish Council. 
Weôd meet at someoneôs house and spend about two hours walking around 
someone's table assembling everything! 
BOB -There would always be a glass of wine involved in meetings. Someone 
would be nominated for a ten minute shift on stapling it all together whilst six 
people walked around collating. There was an agreement that every few minutes 
we would all stop for a drink, so as not to upset the pattern of collation and not get 
out of sync!! 
MILES -  As you can imagine, this cosy environment meant there were so many 
funny stories and much banter. Just as there still is today. 
 

How has it changed since 1999?  
BOB - Well I suppose initially the main change was that I altered the format and 
updated the production digitally. As Miles mentioned, previously it had been done 
much more simply. Also, to begin with it was very difficult to put pictures in. 
Thankfully IT is much more sophisticated now.  
 

 



 

9 

MILES -  Bob had the foresight to begin numbering our issues from 1999, starting 
with that first magazine, so we can now look back on 150 publications.  
 

How did you become óEd the Edô, Ed?  
ED - I can remember Peter was getting ready to step down around the Summer 
of 2002, and I suppose that I was ready for a challenge. To me it was rather a 
serious publication and I thought this could be a bit more fun.  Peter happened to 
say he thought I'd make a good editor and that he was ready to pass the role to 
me. So it just worked in my favour really, the timing was right.  
 

Any particular features you remember?  
MILES - óFrom My Window in the Squareô articles by Edith Grout are certainly 
memorable. She  started off with one narrative then would go off on a tangent 
and then another, so you were never quite sure where it was going to end up. 
There was always a twist at the end. Was it intentional or unintentional, we never 
knew! 
ED - Recently, I found my old picture from the Village Millennium Photo Day, 
which inspired us to reproduce a similar photo of the current team in the same 
location.  
 

What has enabled the team to flourish over the years?  
MILES - Basically, we all muck in and help each other out. 
ED - Yes a bit like you Sarah, I originally only stepped in to help Nicky, my wife, 
with the distribution. Then I eventually took over her role, and later carried on to 
become editor. But the team is very relaxed and we all get on. As Miles said, we 
help each other out when needed. 
MILES - Also, weôve always had the support from all our local groups who 
provide the articles, updates and stories. Obviously, we need these to keep 
coming in as they always have done, for the magazine to continue. 
 

How far afield does the WN travel?  
BOB - Well one of the new ideas was to create our own website so that people 
can drop in to the WN wherever they live, which is a considerate development. 
We first set it up when funding was a problem and we wanted to ensure we could 
still publish without printing. The 25 years worth of publications are hosted by the 
History Society on the Whimple Heritage Centre website. So I just keep two 
years worth on the WN website. We do get hits from all over the world, for 
example Australia as well as Japan and America.  
 

I like getting   the issue through my letterbox. But do you see it going purely 
online?   
BOB - As a village magazine, I think you need to actually give it to people not rely 
on them to log in to the website. 
ED - I agree, we have the best of both worlds. There are some people who are 
happier with a paper version, and others who will browse on their devices 
 

 Continued Overleaf 



 

10 

Any thoughts for Sam, our new editor?  
ED - Well we donôt really know if people are happy with the WN. Is it useful? What 
do they enjoy? We donôt really get any feedback. When I helped out part time in 
the village shop, people would always speak well of it, but it would be nice to get 
some up to date feedback. 
BOB - I donôt think I've ever heard back from any óLet me know what you 
thinkéô  questionsô Iôve included. So that might be something for Sam to think 
about. 

 
Letôs raise a glass to another 25 years of our Whimple News. Do take a look 
back on all the editions from 1999 onwards, they are very entertaining and a 

lovely insight into a bit of Whimpleôs past.  
Or visit www.whimplenews.uk  for more current editions.  

Sarah Thackeray  

Continued 

Team of 

2000 

Millennium 
photo 

Current Team 

(You can see we 
are still short in 
numbers, if you 

fancy joining us!) 
 

Photo by Paul Sharkey 
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WHIMPLE CHURCH  
http://churches4all.org/  

Hello my friends, 
As many of you will know, a few of us from the parish took part in the London 
marathon a couple of weeks ago, but I have a shocking revelation for you all, none 
of us actually did 26.2 miles. Actually, virtually no one does 26:2 miles when taking 
part in a marathon it seems. Why is this? Because it is almost impossible to run the 
exact distance owing to the layout of courses. At the London Marathon there is a 
blue line painted on the road and if you can run exactly on that, you will cover 26.2 
miles, but doing so, when you are among hundreds of other runners is impossible. 
So, actually, most people travel further: I have the benefit of a rather brilliant 
Garmin watch (other brands are available!), which tracks one's runs by satellite so I 
know I did 26.8 miles, for example (and including the walk to the start and after the 
finish I covered 34.8 miles on foot). 
It is often said that everyone runs their own marathon and, as far as distances are 
concerned, this is true. 
Marathons, it seems, are a good metaphor for the Christian life.  
Like everyone, the reason we are at the start line can vary. The vast majority of us 
have no idea what we are really in for. We will start at different points even though 
we are all heading for the same destination and our personal  journeys will likely be 
different. There will be ascents and descent, tough sections and parts where we 
breeze along, times when we feel energised and times when we are exhausted. We 
will need to regularly refuel on the way and at times we are probably going to have 
to slow right down. At points we may even have doubts we can make it but, if we 
stick to it, with the encouragement of the others around, we will get through these. 
And most importantly, we will never be running on our own and what drives us 
forward is being part of something so much bigger than ourselves; and finally, no 
matter how tough the course may be, we know the finish line will be a time of joy 
and elation. 
No matter where you find yourself in you own personal marathon today, please 
know you do not have to do it on your own. 
God bless. 
Rev Marc.  
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Whimple Parish Council 
 

Neighbourhood Plan update 
The Council would like to publicly express its thanks and 
gratitude to the Protect our Whimple and Rockbeare Group 
(POWR) and Alan Lascelles for the massive amount of work that 
they have done on the Whimple Neighbourhood Plan. 

The Council is now working on refining the draft Plan to move it towards being 
ready for consultation, including the production of a number of evidence 
documents that sit behind the Plan, and are required by law.  

At the end of March all residents in the Parish were asked to complete a local 
Housing Needs Survey from Devon Communities Together, which closed on 6th 
May. The results of the survey will help to inform the evidence base for the Whimple 
Neighbourhood Plan, by providing detailed information about actual housing needs 
within the village ð for example, the size of homes needed, whether there is a need 
for adapted or more accessible homes, and if more affordable or social housing is 
needed. This work has been funded by East Devon District Council. 

As well as this, and with the support of our District Councillor, the Council has 
secured significant funding from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and 
Communities (DLUHC) to assist with developing the evidence base of the Plan. This 
will cover planning assessments of specific sitesõ potential suitability for meeting any 
identified local needs for affordable, social, or adapted housing, as well as the 
production of a village Design Code, which will set out specific, detailed parameters 
for the physical development of a site or area, including street character, building 
type and layout, use of public space, and considerations related to the sustainability 
of new development. 

For further updates on the Neighbourhood Plan please see the minutes of Council 
meetings which can be found on the website. 

Community Speed Watch Initiative 
In the last edition of Whimple News we asked for volunteers to come forward to be 
part of a Community Speed Watch Initiative.  Thank you to the volunteers that have 
come forward.  However, at the moment we do not have enough volunteers to 
make the scheme viable.  
Volunteers need to be over 18 and willing to undertake training. 
If you are interested please contact the Clerk at the email address below.  

Councillor co-option 
The Parish Council currently has five vacancies so if you are interested in joining the 
Council please get in touch. 

Amy Tregellas 
Whimple Parish Clerk 
Website: www.whimpleparishcouncil.org 
Email: whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com 
We are also contactable on Facebook  
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Chimneys 

Wood Burners  

Fires  
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built  

òAll your  chimney needsó 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843  
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Before I start I must give my thanks to the amazing Victory Hall Management Trustees: Rob 
Davis, Chris Olive, Di Wilkins, Ali Tierney and Viv Brown ï Whimple folk who volunteer their 
time beyond the normal call of duty. The VH is a registered charity and between us, we 
manage every aspect of the charityôs resources from finance, compliance with governing 
documents, maintenance for the building and site to public bookings and much more. It is 
quite a task but we work well together ensuring the hall is run responsibly and with care for 

the benefit of the whole community, 365 days of the year.  

So, to start the update: We continue to work towards realising our plans to build a daytime 
hiring space on the North side of the current hall. The draft plan above indicates the extent of 
the footprint and also shows proposed internal modifications within the main hall. We also 
plan to extend the Billiard Room end of the hall which is currently hired during term time by 
Pre-School. This will add a little extra space and more storage for Pre-School. One of the first 
steps was to think about build costs. We initially set a figure of around £400,000, which also 
included the cost of replacing the main hall roof (£52,000).  However, we recently received a 
report from the Quantity Surveyor which sets out a costing summary for our plans and 
unfortunately, it is much higher than expected. So we now need to do some serious thinking. I 

will report back in the next edition of WN. 

In the meantime, the whole community can help.  If you havenôt done so already, please 
consider signing up for the newly launched 250K Club. 25% of the subscriptions raised each 

month is converted to prize money, leaving 75% to go into the Extension Fund  

. 

 

 

Extension 
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Thank you to those who have joined. You may have noticed that our Target Thermometer 

was raised at Easter from £148,000 to £163,000 so we have had a good start to the year. 

Our AGM on Monday 9th September is a good opportunity for a full update and to view 
our plans. 

If you would like to contact us, Email: victoryhall.friends@outlook.com or call Sue Ayres on 

01404 823082 

 

Please help secure the future of our village hall 

mailto:victoryhall.friends@outlook.com
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