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JUNE  
  9th  PTFA Fashion Show 7.30pm in Victory Hall  

OSM Methodist Church 2:30 -4:30pm cream teas and bring and buy 
cakes, in aid of Hospicecare. Tickets £3.00 from Hospice Shop OSM  

11th  Church Fete 2.30pm Dince Hill house  
 Impact Club Night 6pm Evening Beach party  
 Tea dance 7.30 ð 11.30pm Victory Hall  
12th  S Club 11/Impact 10.45am Scout Hut  
17th  Bingo 7.30pm Cricket Club  
20th  Parish Council Meeting, 7.00pm Victory Hall  
21st  Over 60s trip to Malmesbury, meet 09.00am in The Square  
25th  Bell Ringing Outing to NW Devon leaving the Square at 9.30am  
25th  Fete at Rockbeare Manor 1.00 ð 5.30pm in aid of Tsunami  
26th  S Club 11/Impact 10.45am Scout Hut  
 Tipton St John Playing Fields, Teddy Bears Picnic 2.00 ð 6.00pm.  
 

JULY  
3-9th Village Week (see centre pages for more details)  
10th  Songs of Praise, 6.30pm St Maryõs Church 
10th  VPA Open Garden afternoon ñsee page 42  for details  
16th  Tennis Summer Social 7.00pm Tennis Club  
18th  Parish Council meeting 7.00pm Victory Hall  
19th  Over 60õs trip to Water Gardens in Weymouth, meet 09.00pm in The 

Square  
29th  WHS guided village walk  
30th  Casino night 8.00pm Cricket Club  
 

AUGUST  
  5th  WHS guided village walk  
13th  Flower Show  

St Maryõs Church 
Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8am  Holy Communion  
   11am  All Age Service  
 2nd Sunday 11am  Holy Communion 
   10:45am S club11 in the Scout Hut  
 3rd Sunday   8am  Holy Communion 
   11am  Morning Service 
 4th Sunday 11am  Holy Communion 
   10:45am S club11 in the Scout Hut  
 5th Sunday 11am  Joint Benefice Communion 
 

 

Whatõs on in Whimple 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability of 
venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Lynda Trevena on 822876 or e-mail lynda_amelia@hotmail.com 
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First of all, may I offer my sympathy to everyone who came to the pantomime ð 
the cast have now had an opportunity to watch the video of the whole thing, so 
we now know what you had to put up with! Counselling will be available to 
people still suffering from Post Pantomime Traumatic Stress Syndromeébut I still 
loved that dress!!! 

We have a great mix of articles to offer you this month, including a piece on the 
formal opening of the Whiteway Wing at the Heritage Centre ð if you havenõt 
been since last year, do make a point of visiting. It is a great asset to the village 
and very professionally laid out, with some wonderful exhibits.  Already it is being 
regarded as an outstanding achievement in Devon ð John Shepherd would have 
been proud. An example of the quality of the information kept in the archives is 
reflected in Naomeõs excellent article on World War 2 memories from the village.  

Donõt forget to book up early for the guided village walks on 29th July and 5th 
August ð always popular ð see the Heritage Centre for details. 

The Centre Spread is not one of the village elders spread provocatively across a 
high class leopard skin rug with naught to protect their modesty but a couple of 
well positioned staples, but details of Village Week. Lots of things going on  - 
please support as many as you can ð it is always a great week for the Village ð 
enjoy it all!!!  

Following the recent publicity to attend the Parish Council Meetings, it took 
Graham Fowleõs planning application to attract many people to the last meeting. 
So many in fact, that the meeting had been moved into the Hall itself. As ever, 
Sara Randall-Johnson guided the meeting through the treacherous channels of 
procedure, and allowed the public session to over-run. In the end, the application 
was rejected, but it has given Graham an opportunity to put his case to the village. 
It is up to us to keep the Stores going ð please use them! 

We were pleased to include tributes to Henry Stephen in this issue, and it is 
warming to see what an impact he made on the village.  

The Thirsty Farmer Quiz night recently gathered some Ã50 for the News, and then 
apparently, there is a bonus question called the ôDiscombe stinkerõ ð is that the 
question or some very rude title for John? ð the extra money for that was also 
donated to the News, which was another Ã40. That is absolutely great ð thank you 
very much from the News team for such generous support. 

The next due date for contributions is XXXXX ð please leave your articles at the 
PO with Jim and Alison, or direct to Bob ôif this is retirement, when do I get a day 
offõ Scanlan on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk. Bob has recently completed part of a 
bike ride with a friend who had cycled from John OõGroats to Lands End ð Bob 
had been able to join her for the Bristol to Lands End section and survived to tell 
the tale ð we will encourage him to share some of that ôfunõ with us in a future 
edition. Well done Bob ð and no stabilisers!!!! 

Enjoy Village week, and help the PTFA with their excellent work.  Ed H 

ED the ed 
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FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

As I write my article for the June/July issue, we are experiencing what is 
called ôThe Blackthorn Winterõ, a very early cold spell which always coincides 
with the beautiful flowering of the blackthorn blooms besprinkling half-green 
hedges and every year this cold spell takes us by surprise.  It just shows how 
remote we have become from the natural world.  How often have I 
experienced in life that hard times may stir me into new flowering? 

June is named after Juno the principal goddess of Roman mythology, wife of 
Jupiter chief god of the Romans known in Greek mythology as Zeus who 
reigned on Mount Olympus.  It is perhaps for this reason that June is 
considered as ôqueen of the yearõ.  It is the time of both Christian and Pagan 
festivals: - the feast days of Holy Trinity, and Corpus Christi, Whit Sunday ð 
which (strangely this year with Easter being so early) are celebrated in May.  
The major Pagan festivals fall on St. Johnõs Eve, on the 23rd usually called 
Midsummerõs Eve, although the Summer Solstice, the longest day is June 
21st, being of the quarter days when rents are due.  It is also a time of great 
celebration, which at Stonehenge is still celebrated by the Druids. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there any other month of the year that can show such a delightful trio as 
we have in June: - roses, strawberries and green peas?  The first very sweetly 
scented roses in my garden are Souvenir de la Malmaison a very old-
fashioned cabbage rose and Evelyn Crabtree.  The British love of roses is well 
known as they are grown in most gardens, I am sure that all in all there are 
many more roses than people!   

 

 

 

Now the glories of the year 
May be viewed at the best 
And the earth does now appear 
In the fariest garment drest 
Sweet smelling plants and flowers 
Do perfume the garden bowers 
Hill and valley, wood and field 
Mixed with pleasure, profits yield 

 

 

 

Full summer comes, June brings the longest day 
All country dwellers know the small despair 
Of the yearõs summit, but the yeoman now 
Has little time for vain regrets to spare 
There is work enough for him and all his folks 
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And yet, our love of roses pales with the rose mania that gripped Rome, they 
probably brought it with them when they invaded these islands.  Rose petals 
garlanded heads of soldiers and worthy Romans.  Rose petals floated in their 
wine and were also used in medicine.  Imagine too - that they grew roses in 
winter in steam-heated greenhouses, such a novel idea, which was only re-
invented in modern time.  Although the early Christian church rejected the rose 
as being a symbol of the decadence of the Roman Empire, it soon became the 
symbol of the Virgin Mary. 

July was named after Julius Caesar who was born in that month.  It is quite 
extraordinary to think how many things have been inherited from the Romans.  
The Anglo-Saxons called it ôMaed Monadõ (Mead Month) from the meadows 
being in full bloom.  It is the time of the year when butterflies hatch and I do 
hope that there will be plenty about, they are such a wonderful sight. 

Our great Linden Tree in the Square will be in full bloom and the sweetly 
scented flowers will attract thousands of hive bees.  The humming sound lasts 
all day for weeks.  In the garden, the honeysuckle is at its best.  It gets its name 
from the sweet nectar in its corollas that make it sweet to suck.  In French it is 
called ôchevrefeuilleõ because the goats (chevres) are very fond of eating its 
leaves (feuilles).   

Like the mountain goat it leaps and bounds beyond the places where mortals 
dare to climb.  All this brings back such happy memories of holidays in the 
Swiss Alps when as children we used to go with Pierre (the goatherd) and 
spend all day enjoying life to the full.   

We were never bored, dipping in the celestial blue mountain lakes, picking wild 
strawberries and raspberries while we sang.  Pierre had the most marvellous 
treble!  Honeysuckle is the flower of love and poetry.  For Chaucer the emblem 
of fidelity, honeysuckle, was traditionally presented by ardent lovers to their 
sweethearts.  In Victorian times it stood for generous and devoted affection.  
The diarist Samuel Pepys called it ô the trumpet flower whose ivory bugles blow 
scent instead of soundõ. 

 

 

 

Then came hot July, boyling like to fire 
That all his garments he has cast away 
Upon a lyon raging yet with ire 
He bodle rode and made him to obaye 
Behind his back a sithe, and by his side 
Under his belt he wore a sickle circling wide 

Spencer 
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Ladies and gents hair stylists with over 30 years experience 

The salon has a warm and friendly atmosphere 

where clients can relax, so why not pay us a visit? 

We cater for both trendy and traditional styles. 

Open Tuesday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm 

and Saturday 9 am to 1 pm. Late night by appointment. 

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer. 

Members of the hairdressing association. 

Tel: (01404) 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple EX5 2TS 

 

Liberte                  HOLIDAYS                      
 

...Your French connection South of France:  

Long lazy sunny days in a beautiful French villa,  with communal 
pool right on the Mediterranean coast.  

Sleeps up to six and includes patio garden with barbecue. Satellite TV, 
washing machine, bike and roller-blade hire, wind surfing, kite surfing 
and sand sailing, as well as horse riding and go carting and on the edge 
of a nature reserve.  

Situated near all major airports (Flybe, Ryanair, Easyjet) and airport 
collection available. Auto train to Narbonne from Calais; 10 min drive 
from motorway. Prices from £70 p.p./during July and August (price based 
on 6 people sharing). Also countryside B & B available and assistance 
with house searches and relocation available. 

Please visit: www.liberteholidays.com  or phone Janine or Paul on 

00 -33 -468 -44 -12 -08  
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WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 

Tim Wright 
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Opening of Extension to Whimple Heritage Centre, Lockyerõs Linhay, 
Whimple 

In 2003 Whimple History Society opened the Whimple Heritage Centre in 
Lockyerõs Linhay, a restored Devon barn originally built in the mid 19th 
century to house horses and carts. 

They realised that the space available in the Centre was insufficient to 
house all their collection of artefacts and archives pertaining to the village.  
They started fundraising for the Ã105,000 needed to build and equip a two 
storey extension and this year completed that task.  The money was raised 
from fundraising events and generous donations from members, 
particularly members of the Whiteway family. 

As a result, building of the extension started in mid 2004 and was 
completed in that December.  Since then the interior has been fitted out to 
include a display gallery, storage for artefacts and archives, offices and 
working areas for the volunteers who run the Centre, and toilets. 

The extension has been titled The Whiteway Wing.  This is to 
commemorate over 100 yearsõ presence of Whiteway Cyder Co. Ltd. in 
the village, the gifting of the firmõs archives to the Society and the 
generosity of the Whiteway family towards the cost of the centre. 

The new wing was opened on Monday, 2nd May by Mr Eric Whiteway 
and his wife Adrienne.  He was the last managing director of the Whiteway 
Company in 1989 and their archivist from 1934.  

The ceremony took the form of unveiling a name plaque at the entrance to 
the wing and cutting a ribbon to declare it open.  A plaque was also 
unveiled recording the opening by them of the new display gallery, titled 
the Whiteway Gallery. 

The Centre is open to visitors from April to September each year, on 
Wednesdays from 2.00pm to 4.00pm and Saturdays 10.00 am to 3.30 pm. 
It has free parking and free entry. 

 

Whimple History Society 
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MILESTONE SERVICES  
NATIONAL GARAGE WHIMPLE 

Welcome to your new  

LONDIS express  
 

 

 
-o-  

GROCERIES  

FROZEN AND CHILLED FOODS - FRUIT AND VEGETABLES - WINES BEERS  

SPIRITS- FRESH BAKED BREAD - HOT SNACKS AND DRINKS -  

NEWSPAPERS - MAGAZINES & MUCH MUCH MORE 
LOOK OUT FOR OUR MONTHLY SPECIALS -SELECTED LINES AT 

SUPERMARKET PRICES! (EG. 3 BOTTLES OF WINE FOR £10 ) 

-o- 

JOIN OUR DVD CLUB  

(MEMBERSHIP FREE) RENTALS FROM 99P 
-o- 

PAYPOINT AGENT  

PAY YOUR BILLS - TOP UP YOUR MOBILE - ELECTRICITY KEY 

CHARGING ETC 
-o- 

CASH MACHINE IN STORE 

-o- 
WE ALSO SELL CALOR GAS - COAL - LOGS - CAR CARE PRODUCTS - 

GARDEN STONEWARE & COMPOSTS. 
FUELS AND OILS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

-o- 

LONDIS at Milestone -  Best Value Locally  

 

OPEN UNTIL 9PM  
Telephone (01404) 822005  
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Church Fete 
2.30pm 

Saturday 11th June 
Dince Hill House 

Hospiscare Week 11th ñ 17th June 

Tea at 3pm, 17th June 
Our theme is ôGo Orangeõ. Please look out for the sale of orange ribbons 
and orange coloured shop window displays. 

Please can you help us by having a tea party. 

We would be delighted to hear from anyone who can have a small tea 
party for a few friends in their home or garden during Hospiscare Week. 
All across Britain there will be parties to raise money for local hospices on 
Friday 17 June. 

Join the crowd and have ôTea at 3õ for Hospiscare. 

If you can help please contact 
Gwynneth Hedges, 01404 815083 or 
Jill White, 01404 814366 of Otter Vale 
Friends of Hospiscare for a collecting 
tin, special quiz and Hospiscare 
literature.  
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Good Food, Good Wine, Good Ale, Good Time 

The Thirsty Farmer Inn 
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER   

DEVON EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 

Bookings are advisable especially at weekends 

to avoid disappointment 

I need a good feed back to 

get it started. I am hoping 

to run the jam sessions on 

a Thursday. I want to hear 

from musicians who play' 

Rock to Rossini '  I also 

want to put in a slot for 

bands so that they can try 

out their practiced material. 

This of course if we get 

enough players,     I need 

to talk to all interested 

players. my mobile is 

07863289937.   

I look forward to the 

interest. 

Maurice Stapley  

 

New Head Chef for the Thirsty Farmer 

 
Tanya and Vicky are delighted to 
confirm they will be joined on 10th 
June by David Magill, as Head Chef. 

 
David brings with him many years 
experience, having recently worked in 
one of the best restaurants in Devon  

 Events and Live Music Dates 

 

Sun 5th June ð Quiz Night 
Sun 19th June ð Rosie Shaw 
Sun 26th June ð Paul Smale Group 
Fri 8th July ð Mid Life Crisis 
Sat 16th July ð 36 FF 
 
Pop in or call us for more details  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY  

AT ITS BEST  

Chefôs Specials Board 

Delicious Homemade Desserts  

Vegetarian Menu  

Patio and Garden  

We buy local  
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THE  THIRSTY  
FARMER  

WHIMPLE  
CALLING ALL 

MUSICIANS  
 

ARE YOU INTERESTED 
IN A WEEKLY JAM 

SESSION? 
 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM 
PLAYERS OF 

ALL TYPES OF MUSIC 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  

 INTRIGUE, SCANDAL, SUSPENSE 

Donõt miss the 2005 Whimpletons Murder Mystery  

7.30pm Friday 8th July 

Tickets £4.50 from Whimple Stores  
UNTIL Sunday 3rd July ONLY. 

Buy early to avoid disappointment. 
Supper included, bring your own drinks and glasses. 

I need a good feed back to 

get it started. I am hoping 

to run the jam sessions on 

a Thursday. I want to hear 

from musicians who play' 

Rock to Rossini '  I also 

want to put in a slot for 

bands so that they can try 

out their practiced material. 

This of course if we get 

enough players,     I need 

to talk to all interested 

players. my mobile is 

07863289937.   

I look forward to the 

interest. 

Maurice Stapley  
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SOFT 

FURNISHINGS 

&  

TRADITIONAL  

UPHOLSTERY 
 

Loose Covers to Recovers 
Cushions to Footstools 
Headboards to Bedding 

CurtainsðBlindsðPelmets 
Swags & Tails 

And much more 

 
Jo Harris 01884 277519  

 

Good Ales, Good Food  
Pop in and say Hello  

 

Tel: 822214  

Talaton Inn 
Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  

 

Trimeasy  

Your Local Interior Decorating 
Service 

Our award winning company has 
the expertise to provide fast 
professional workmanship, including 
stripping existing wallcovering, 
surface preparation and hanging all 
types of paper. Ceilings, Skirting 
Boards and Door painting.  
 

No job too big or small. 
 

Free no obligation estimate. 
 

Contact Alec Janaway to discuss 
your requirements. 

"Mellifera" Church Road 
Whimple, Devon. EX5 2TF  
Tel/Fax:  01404 823019 
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MOTHER  MOLLYõS  HOUSEHOLD HINTS 

Clean the inside of your oven without nasty smelling chemicals, and try the 
greener option:-  

Find a deep tray large enough to hold the oven shelves, then soak 
them overnight in a solution of hot water and washing powder 
(about the same amount of powder which you would put in the 
machine for a normal wash). They will then clean easily with a 
panscrub and hot water.  

For the inside surfaces of the oven, mix a paste of bicarbonate of 
soda and water. Paint this onto the inside surfaces of the oven. 
When dry, remove with a cloth and hot water. 

 

Marathon Madness (II)  
 

Since we wrote the article for the last edition of Whimple News (Page 19 of 
the April/May edition) our training schedule was decimated by injury and 
illness. Tendons in both Julia's ankles gave trouble (first the right one, then 
the left) so that for the last 2 weeks before the Marathon she had to rest and 
couldn't run at all. Mark had a very heavy cold and chest infection in early 
March, missing a fortnight of training, then recovered, and then got it back 
two days before the raceé. But we did it!!  

We crossed the line together in just 
under 4hrs 56minutes and, between 
us, we raised more than Ã100 per 
mile (a total of over Ã5,300) for 
Childline (Julia's charity) and the 
Parkinson's Disease Society (Mark's 
charity)..  We got no blisters 
(amazing!), one very black toe, and 
four very stiff legs - going downstairs 
was agony for a few days...   

Thank you everyone for your support 
and encouragement 

Julia Green and Mark Beedell 

 

MESSAGE OF THANKS 

Thank you to everyone for your cards and messages of sympathy.   

These words of kindness helped me at this sad time. 

Special thanks go to Graham, Rob and the Bell Ringers. 
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The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple 

 

Consultations by appointment 

We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 

Please call the surgery to arrange this 
 

Surgery times: 

Monday ï Friday: 8.45 ï 9.15am and 4.30-5.30pm 

Saturday:11.00am ï 12.00noon 
 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call 01404 823230 
 

24 hour emergency service. 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

 
Feet First  
Reflexology  

Joanne M Hicks MIFR  
Registered Practitioner  

Trowdon, Whimple  

01404 822884  0777 5828677  

jomhicks@aol.com  
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With all the recent events commemorating  the 60th anniversary of VE day, can 
you imagine what life was like in Whimple during the Second World War?   
Below are some details of wartime Whimple and reminiscences which conjure 
up that time. 

THE WOMENõS LAND ARMY 

 

Whimple House Farm, owned by Whiteways, which used to stand to the 
left of the road as you come into whimple from the A30 (opposite 
Woodhayes), was used as a residential training centre for young ladies 
called up into the Womenõs Land Army ð the ôLand Girlsõ.   

Whiteways pensionersõ magazine explained in 1994 that, òHundreds of 
women passed through Whimple House Farm and these Land Army girls 
later replaced men on farms throughout the UK.  At Christmas, while the 
farm was being used for the Womenõs Land Army, Mr Ronald Whiteway, 
the then  Director of Whiteways, gave each trainee a Ã1.00 Christmas 
Box.ó 

A PERSONAL STORY... 

 

One lady, Norma Hincks, who spent three months training for 
the Womenõs Land Army at Whimple House Farm recalled in the 
Western Morning News in 1998 òWe were given some idea of 
what it would be like working on a farm. We had to learn milking 
as well as feeding the pigs, which used to keep the grass down in 
the orchards.  I can remember one of our group fainting with the 
smell in the pighouse on the first morning. It wasnõt really 
surprising as the smell from 200 pigs kept in all night does come 
on a bit strong!!!ó 

http://www.biblepicturegallery.com/Pictures/Harvest/Sheaf of corn 2 ca.htm
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THE  BOMBING OF WHIMPLE  
 

On 30th November 1942 at 12.35 pm, two German fighter planes flew 
over Whimple.   

They showered machine gun bullets over Rectory Cottages in The 
Square and Whiteways factory.  A man called Harry Allen was the only 
casualty of this attack but during the same raid a train was fired upon 
near Crannaford.  The fireman was hurt and the train pulled in at 
Whimple to remove fire from the boiler as this had been punctured by 
bullets.  The fireman was taken to hospital.  

A Ration Book from Whimple. These were issued during 
and after the war. More information about wartime 
Whimple can be found at the Heritage Centre 
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 A PERSONAL STORY OF THE BOMBING OF WHIMPLEé. 
The story of the only man to be injured by bombing in Whimple was told by 
his daughter, Phyl Waring. 

She recounted how her father, due to bad health, was advised by his doctor to 
get away from London, where he was working for Marconi in secret war work. 
Living in London carried with it the stress and strain of the constant threat of 
bombing, sleepless nights in the air-raid shelter and the difficulties of actually 
getting to work. 

So the family came to live in Devon and after an operation at the Royal Devon 
and Exeter Hospital, her fatherõs health had recovered to some extent and he 
was appointed to the post of Engineer at Whiteways factory, one of three 
employees in charge of the engineering side of the factory. 

Phyl Waring  recalled,   òThe engineers had to stagger their lunch times as one 
of them always had to be on duty in charge of the big Tangye engine that 
powered  most of the factory.  One fateful day in 1942 (30 November), when 
the rest of the factory had gone to lunch, my father, who was on duty at the 
time, happened to be standing in the engine-house doorway to get better 
daylight on the piece of work that he was turning on the lathe, when a lone 
German fighter-bomber swooped overhead and, presumably thinking the 
factory was in some way contributing to the war-effort, decided to give it a 
burst of shell-fire.  Not a great deal of damage of much consequence was 
done to the factory itself, nor to any other person as far as I know, but my 
father was hit several times by pieces of shrapnel, down the left-hand side of 
his body and in the head. 

He was quickly taken, unconscious, to the Royal Devon and Exeter Hopsital, 
where it was found that the piece of shrapnel in his head had entered into the 
left side of his brain.  He did not regain consciousness and the next day it was 
decided to send him to the Burden Neurological Institute in Bristol. My mother 
and I were advised to go with him in the ambulance. Everyone in Whimple 
was very concerned about him and Mrs Ronald Whiteway, who saw my 
mother on her way into Exeter to meet the ambulance, realized that she was 
in a state of shock and placed the fur coat she was wearing around my 
motherõs shoulders and insisted that she kept it until we could return to 
Whimple. It was indeed an exceedingly kind and caring gesture for which we 
were extremely grateful.ó 

At Bristol, Phyl Waring explained that the surgeon found,  òthat a piece of 
shrapnel had penetrated about two inches into the brain and so he decided to 
experiment with a fairly new method of dealing with this kind of injury.  He 
used  a  piece of equipment that, in order to minimise further injury to the 
brain, used a high-powered magnet to draw out the metal. This technique 
proved to be very successful and a jagged piece of shrapnel, about the size of 
a present day 20 pence coin, was recovered.  After several weeks my father 
was able to return to Whimple, although it was many months before he 
regained his full mental capacity.ó 
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Many thanks to the staff at the Heritage Centre for helping me to research the 
above material.  If you would like to know more about Whimple during the 
war, or any other interesting information about our village, visit the Heritage 
Centre between, 2 ð 4 pm on Wednesdays or 10 am ð 3.30 pm on Saturdays 
until 1 October. 

If you have any recollections of Whimple that you would like to preserve for 
posterity, please visit the Heritage Centre.  They can receive your  

stories in writing, or you can record them on tape.            Naome Glanville 

 

THE HOME GUARD  
 

Whimple had a group of men forming the home 
guard during the war, and it was their duty to 
protect the village from possible attack by forces 
on foot or in vehicles.   They were Whimple No 1 
Battle Platoon of C. Company, Second Clyst 
Batalion, Home Guard, known as ôWhiteways 
Ownõ because they were given the use of 
Whitewaysõ dining hall as their drill hall. 

 ôDug-outsõ (trenches large enough to hold about 6 
men and some weapons) were sited at various 
points in the Parish.  One was at the bottom of 
Bullerõs hill and the junction of Woodhayes lane.  
This was manned at night by the Home Guard.   

In addition, searchlights were sited at Rull Farm. 
These were used to search the skies for enemy 
planes, which, when spotted, would be shot at by 
anti-aircraft guns which were placed alongside the 
lights. 

A STORY FROM THE HOME GUARDé. 
 

A story told by Donald Waring recalled a time when the home guard 
decided to have a fire drill: 

òThe fire drill was held in the garages where the (Whiteways) lorry yard 
now is.  Mr Lewis got permission to put straw in the old shed and make 
it all smokey, put on gas masks and crawl in and find a piece of wood 
(ie to resemble a person).  Mr Lewis threw in fire crackers. Two Miss 
Bolithos came out covered in soot and everyone except them thought 
it funnyó. 
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 
Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 
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Saturday 25th June  

7.30ð11.00 pm 

Whimple Victory Hall  
Tickets - £5.00 - adults, £2.50 - children  

From Whimple Post Office  

 

 

 

 

 

Supper provided, - Bring your own drinks  

Please book early to ease catering  

Thank you  
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher 
Slewton 
Whimple 

Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 
RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

Tel: 07749 715187  


