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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 
SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  
EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

MUSIC AT THE THIRSTY FARMER 
 

28th August:  KISS THIS 

  3rd October:  JU JU 

30th October:  ROCKET DOG 

27th November:  JUICE 
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WHATõS ON IN WHIMPLE 
 
August 
  7th Guided Village Walk, starting from the Heritage Centre, 6.15pm  

Booking ð phone 822244 
  7th Bingo at the Cricket Club ðproceeds in aid of Over 65õs Christmas party 
  8th VPA show, Victory Hall. See posters for details 
29th WOW collection, Parish car park 10.00 - 11.00am 
31st Whiteway Cup semi finals and finals from 10.30am at the Cricket Club 
 
 

September 
  3rd Mothers Union Service, St Maryõs Church 3.00pm 
12th Devon Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Cycle Ride (see page 15) 
12th Mud ll at the Cricket Club (see page 39) 
18th Bingo at the Cricket Club 
18th History Society Talk - Victory Hall 7.30pm, Bob Symes on Mining in 

Cornwall and West Devon 
20th Harvest Festival, St Maryõs Church 11.00am 
25th Reg Meuross at Victory Hall (see page 27) 
26th WOW collection, Parish car park 10.00 - 11.00am 
26th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall 12.00noon - 1.30pm 
26th WOW Garage sale throughout the village (see page 53) 
27th Back to Church, St Maryõs Church 11.00am 
28th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00pm 
 

October 
26th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00 pm 
 

November 
  2nd  Hospiscare Conference, Southgate Hotel Exeter 9.30am - 4.30pm 
23rd Parish Council meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00 pm 

 
Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability of 
venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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Ed the Ed 
So here it is ð the August/September issue of the Whimple News. I am 
delighted to include a correction from the Whimple News team of the past, 
when I gave the wrong impression in my last editorial, that it was only David 
and Sarah Smith producing and distributing the magazine. My apologies for that 
oversight! But as with the nationals, we here at the News would never let the 
truth get in the way of a good story! 

Whilst on that theme, I am sure that we will all congratulate Vicki at the pub on 
the roundabout about the change of name. According the Express and Echo, it 
is called the THIRSTY CAMEL (see page 21), and I can only guess that it is in 
honour of the pantomime beast that we all know and love. éOh all rightéthat 
we know.  

So thanks to the Quiz people at the Thirsty Camel for their generous donation 
towards the running costs of the News, plus the anonymous donations left with 
the Post Office.  

Well done to everyone involved in the Village Week, despite the challenge of 
the weather ð as ever! If itõs raining, it must be Village Week or Wimbledon. It 
was good to see so many people getting involved in all the different activities, 
and that is what makes this village so good to live in.  However, it has been 
noted that yet another member of the village has publicly joined the merry band 
of cross dressers in Whimple. Well done John Griffiths (and his front man Alex 
Tooze) for their tandem entry to the fancy dress. There were some great 
handmade costumes this year, and some well-deserved prizes.  

The official opening of the Cycle Track was another milestone for the village, 
and that was a well-attended celebration for the WAC4Y team and their 
tremendous efforts.  

We have some photos of both the fancy dress and the Cycle Track opening in 
this edition. 

Donõt forget Mud ll and Reg Meuross  (Reg supported Hank Wangford ð try 
and say that after a couple of lemonades ð about 2 years ago at the Victory 
Hall). He has a wonderful voice ð not as good as mine, but OK. It is great to see 
some more live music in the village. Make sure you get tickets! 

We are also pleased to have an excellent article from Kevin ôThe Printerõ 
Thompson, proving that he CAN read and write(!) and the first instalment of 
reflections on his life, by Coram Hammett ð we hope that you find them of 
interest.   

It is great to see more contributions coming from the village, and if that spurs 
you on, we would be delighted, as ever, to receive your articles either via 
SO@PO, or direct to Bob - what am I going to do with Pam now ð Scanlan 
(bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk) by Monday 14th September.  

Following our glorious summer, the VPA will now have a new class of garden 
competition - Best Paddy Field with buffalo, in the village.  

Hey ho, Ed H 
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE  

For Sale -  pre -owned caravans  

and caravans sold on owners behalf.  

Caravans also bought and sold.  

01404 822116  

or  

07985 179399  

London Road, Whimple  

  

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  
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News from Whimple Post Office  

The summer holidays are here and for those of you lucky enough to be travelling 
overseas, may we remind you that most currencies can be ordered from us with 
a next day delivery service. Euros are kept in branch and are available instantly; 
we also ôbuy backõ any unused notes (sorry not coins). Currency must be 
ordered in person and paid for in advance. Unfortunately, we cannot take your 
request by phone anymore. 

A reminder that Johnsons the dry cleaners have a ôRug Doctorõ carpet cleaning 
machine available for hire, itõs simple to use and very effective. Prices start from 
as little as Ã19.99 (pick up and drop off at the Post Office). 

 

Thanking you for your continuing support 

Jim & Alison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.S. I have just written a cheque to the Mount Batten Hospice for Ã646.60 on 
behalf of all of my friends who sponsored me on the ôWalk the Wightõ challenge; 
many thanks again to you all.  

Get ready to sponsor Ruby next year !! 

Alison. 

 

Newspapers available Mon- Sat. 

Available to order , 

or just collect ad hoc, am only. 

 

Agents for Johnsonõs Dry Cleaners 

Pick up days 

Mon ~ Wed ~ Fri 

Fresh East Devon Milk 

Semi ~ Full Cream ~ Skimmed 

Free range eggs from  

Ottery St Mary 
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 FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

HEAVEN IN DEVON 

This was the logo used for the celebration of the foundation of the Diocese of 
Exeter 1,100 years ago, which covers the whole of the County. I found it most 
inspirational and 5,000 people turned up for a great service outdoors on 
Cathedral Green, taken by the Archbishop of Canterbury. It was the 
culmination of months of planning and preparation. The following Friday there 
was a very moving service to celebrate the return of the Royal Marines from 
Afghanistan and the Duke of Edinburgh took the salute. What a very 
wonderful homecoming to Devon and what a joy and relief for the families. 

What a great shame we were deprived by the BBC on Friday 4th July of that 
great tribute to our brave troops in Exeter and in the Cathedral, when they 
replaced it with tennis. Someone had their priorities sadly missing in good 
taste.  

As I walked round my garden in the early morning, looking up at the sky and 
admiring the fleecy clouds drifting in the breeze, there came to my mind such 
a gentle, yet elated, sense of joy to be living in Devon, heavenly Devon. 
 

òHow various his enjoyments whom the world calls idle, 
And who justly in return esteems the busy world an idler too 

And nature in her cultivated trim dressed to his taste 
Invites him abroad. Can he want occupation who has these? 

Will he be idle who has so much to enjoy? 
William Cooper 

August in Devon villages is the month of our wonderful Flower Shows.  As 
you can imagine, the months before are not spent in idleness but in planning, 
growing, taking the greatest care in cultivation to bring  the best exhibits to 
the show. What anticipation and hope! The new schedules went out early to 
whet the appetite of prospective exhibitors. I must say I was most impressed 
by the way it was conceived. It is so good to know our school is very involved. 
When we lived in London, I used to get invited to special previews of the 
Royal Horticultural Society in Vincent Square and, by chance, I found this little 
poem which depicts it so well. 

 

The King walked into the flower show tent 
He is just an average English gent 
Neat black jacket and grey cravat 
Rolled umbrella and bowler hat 

He thinks to himself òThe flowers are fine 



9 

 

 

But nothing at all compared with mine.ó 
The Queen comes into the big marquee 
She is just a gardener like you and me 
A bit of Old Chelsea in powder blue 

Vastly enjoying the private view 
She thinks to herself  òIõll eat  my hat 
If I could not grow lupins like that.ó 

 

As a gardener myself, I am always happiest out of doors with a trowel or fork.  
To touch the earth with your hands is such a special contact with Mother 
Nature. To look at my flowers, see bees humming and butterflies fleeting from 
one bloom to another, to let the sunshine fall on my open hand and try to hold it 
is heavenly, especially when my robin follows and sings a sweet melody. I wish it 
would last for ever. Our Square has looked especially lovely this year, although 
some careless people still manage to drop litter. We now have elegant flower 
pots to prevent people from parking in the narrowest parts, which blocked 
traffic. òSay it with Flowersó seems to have worked so far although, 
unfortunately, one of our containers was damaged by a careless driver ð but it 
was immediately replaced. 

I just do not know where the months have gone. It seems that we have only just 
celebrated the Summer solstice, the longest day, and yet here we are nearing 
the end of the Autumn Equinox, when day and night are of equal length. 
September brings morning mists and the first sparkling, heavy dews. The colours 
in our beautiful Devon countryside are changing, with dramatic displays of 
bright red, bronze and yellow, and the birds are starting to make preparation for 
migrating to warmer climes.  I feel that September brings an abundance of 
berries, some green and others bright and red, attracting the voracious birds. 
One often hears the expression INDIAN SUMMER applied to September. It was 
so called in the nineteenth century in North America because the native Indians 
used such balmy and warm days to store their crops and prepare for the long 
Winter months. 

The spiders are also creating delicate pictures of great beauty which festoon 
shrubs and, for my great joy, my window. 

 

The ragged, noisy boys intrude 
To gather nuts that ripened 

As soon as shook will patter down 
And harvest ends its busy reign 

And leaves the fields their peace again 
The Autumn shadows idly move 

And tinge the trees with many hues. 
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TAYLOR MADE DRIVING  
 

Beginners 

Pass plus 

Pre 17 lessons 

Refresher lessons 
 Diamond advanced driving 

Motorway driving 

******  

Theory & Hazard Perception Tuition 

******  

Male & Female instructors 

High 1st time pass rate 

******  

Patient, Friendly & Fun tuition 

******  

A local independent driving school 

Teaching local people to 

 

ñDRIVE FOR LIFEò 

 

CALL FREE 0800 652 66 69 

Andrew & Jill Taylor 
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  

 

 

Feeling stressed?     

Canôt relax? 
 

Reflexology                                                                                

may help you. 
 

For more information              

call Ali Thomas on                 

823797 or 07812-575028.       
 

 BSc.   IT EC   MAR   MCThA  
 

Gift Vouchers available 

 



12 

 

VINTAGE YEARS: Coram Hammett remembers: 
I remember the house where I was born, an old cob (mud wall) and thatch roof 
dwelling, deep in the beautiful Devonshire countryside. The midwife had come in 
a pony and trap and, when she found she could not cope, the Doctor came the 
same way and I was brought kicking and screaming into this world as though I 
knew what was in store for me in this life. Three years later my sister Kathleen 
was born. We had our first tender years in this beautiful place. We were happy 
without resentment about our poverty. We had nothing but our health and 
happiness and we had God. Neither of my parents was demonstrative in their 
affection, but they did love us. I later realized that they in turn were acting in the 
same way as their parents did. We are all products of our childhoodõs 
environment. 

Most of my childhood was spent while we were still in this cottage, and I spent 
my days in the forest and down by the river. I got to know every bend, 
waterhole, large rock, and all the large trees on the river bank. I used to catch 
eels, which mother would fry for us. We were poor and any food was good. 

I once fell into the river and instead of sinking, I floated on my back until I could 
get out or was rescued. So my guardian angel was watching over me. We got all 
our water from a well fed by a crystal clear spring. One has to buy such water 
nowadays; it does not come out of a tap. After dark we used oil lamps and 
candles. 

Both my parents came from large families who had lived in Devon for 
generations. My Mother was one of fourteen, my Father one of nine. My Father 
lived 66 years and my Mother lived 91. They were married in St Maryõs Church, 
Morchard Bishop on 29th June 1925 and I was born on 28th June 1926. On 17th 
October that year I was baptised in St Peterõs Church, Oakford . One of my given 
names was Coram, which is really a Devonshire family name that can be traced 
back 600 years. 

At Oakford I started my schooling. That was three miles away, a journey I had to 
walk in all weathers. In the middle of the classroom was a pot-belly type heater 
which used to burn coke. There was only one teacher in this school. We used to 
be given one or two Ovaltine tablets free every day, provided by the 
government. A dentist would come and check our teeth once a year. He had a 
portable foot-operated drill if we needed a filling. I was not to become a great 
academic, just learnt to read and write and do simple arithmetic. 

After a few years we moved to another cottage on the top of a hill, called Wind 
Whistle. It was there I saw my first aircraft. An airship moving silently and slowly 
along. Sometimes we saw gyrocopters, the forerunner of helicopters. I can 
remember my Father making wooden pegs for his rabbit traps and snares. I was 
fascinated by his skill in woodwork; he would sit on one log and use another for 
a chopping block. He could do all the repair jobs around the house as well as  
trapping rabbits, working on the farm and as a woodman with one axe and a 
cross-cut saw. We had no radio and only got one newspaper called the News of 
the World on Sundayséééééééééééééééé to be continued 
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West One  Hair Design  
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 or 

Call in for free Consultation. 

 

  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, LôOreal 
Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

 

 

The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple 

Where your animals health is our top priority 
 

 Consultations by appointment 

We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 
 

 For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call the surgery on 

 01404 823230 
 

 Surgery Hours:  

Monday and Wednesday 5.00pm ï 7.00pm 

Tuesday and Thursday  8.45am ï 9.45am & 3.30pm ï 5.45pm 

Friday 3.30pm ï 5.45pm 

Saturdays 10.30am ï 12.00 noon 

All afternoons will be staffed by a Receptionist from 2.30p.m. 
  

24 hour emergency service 01404 823230 
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Exciting changes are taking place in the group of churches, of which Whimple 
Church forms part.   We have recently been joined by St Andrewõs, Clyst Hydon, 
and together with St Maryõs, Whimple, St James the Great, Talaton & Clyst St 
Lawrence, we make up a newly formed ôMission Communityõ which is to be known 
as òChurches 4 Alló.  The name indicates that we are four churches, that church is 
for everyone, and within the community there are different styles of church and 
service to suit every preference.  Why not come along one Sunday and give us a 
try? Look out for our new logo in which the four churches are represented as 
people, worshipping God.   The design illustrates that the churches and their 
members are each different but we are united in our common faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, represented by a cross at the centre. 

We are enjoying welcoming young and old to our Saturday 
Morning Coffee when tea, coffee and home made cakes are 

served in church from 10:15 to 12:00pm every Saturday (except 
8th August).  Please drop in.  

While you are in church, do browse the excellent new lending library.  There are 
books suitable for those investigating Christianity, books to help us better 
understand the Bible, as well as others relating the Christian life generally.  The 
church is open every day, and the books are available for anyone to borrow.  

A couple of special 11.00am services to put in 
your diaries are Harvest on 20th September and 
Back To Church Sunday on 27th September.  
This latter service will be especially designed to 
appeal those who have not been to church for a 
while, or indeed, ever!  
Come and give it a try and we think youõll be pleasantly surprised!  

On 3rd September we are celebrating 80 years of the 
Mothersõ Union in Whimple and you are invited to a 
special service of thanksgiving at 3pm.  Do come and 

hear about their work and activities and stay for refreshments afterwards.   

 

WHIMPLE CHURCH  
www.whimplechurch.org  
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 Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  
   11.00am  Celebration Service  

 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Service 

 4th Sunday 11.00am  Morning Worship 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 5th Sunday 11.00am Churches Together Service 

Our childrenõs and youth work has thrived in the past year, and we look forward 
to welcoming current and new children to the different groups which start back 
on 13th September.   Many children have recently moved up to Impact, the 
group for 10-13yr olds, with plenty of room for new younger children (5-9) at 
SClub11.  Please contact Phil & Rebecca Dominy for further details (822163).   

The Impact weekend away at Bernards Acre, primarily for 10 - 13s, will take place 
over the weekend of 9th - 11th October and anyone within the age bracket is 
welcome.  The weekend will be packed with great activities, games and chill-out 
time with friends as well as opportunities to hear more about the Christian faith.  
Please contact Ian & Maggie Spicer for further information (823640).  

If you were one of the many who acquired a lovely new 
bicycle at the bike auction on Village Day, why not take it 
out for a spin at Devon Historic Churches Trust Sponsored 
Cycle Ride on 12th September.  Groups choose their route 
and aim to take in as many churches as possible (not least 
so as to enjoy maximum cake-consumption).  This is an all-
age event, and if you would like to join a group please 
contact Mike Ellingham on 822945. 
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 DOG POO  -   a serious public health reminder to all dog 

owners ð especially those who use the Parish Field. 
 

The law requires all dog owners to clear up immediately after his or her dog, 
should it foul in places where dog faeces are likely to cause a health hazard to 
people. Under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996, owners MUST clear up after 
their dogs on all land to which the public has access. These areas include 
children's play parks, public greens and parks, residential areas, highways (with 
some exceptions), cycle paths and walkways. TO AVOID FURTHER ACTION 
ALL DOG OWNERS ARE KINDLY ASKED TO BE CONSIDERATE. 
 

SO UNTIL YOUR DOG HAS THE SKILLS TO DO THIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

(certificate of competence required as proof) 
 

      YOU MUST ALWAYS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION 

WHIMPLE PARISH COUNCIL 

More information from EDDC or www.eastdevon.gov.uk 

 

TAKE IT HOME 
OR 

BIN IT 
 
 

THE 7 DOG BINS 
ARE EMPTIED 
TWICE A WEEK  
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher 
Slewton 

Whimple 
Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 

RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

Tel: 07749 715187  

 

Tom Vanneck  
 

Furniture Restorer  

&  

French Polisher  
 

Modern & antique 

commissions undertaken.  

 

Tel. 01392 860502  

Mob. 07812810846  

 
 

At your service 

01404 81 55 44 (office) 

07891 72 55 36 (mobile) 
Gavin France, 8 Shutes Mead 

Ottery St May EX11 1EE 

Heritage 
Private Hire  
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Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted  

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following  
 

Records. CDôs, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music  

All types of  music, large or small collections 
 
Rock - Pop - 50ôs - 60ôs - 70ôs - Punk - 80ôs 
 

John W Griffiths 
Phone: 01404 823480 
Mobile: 07836 369740 
Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Care in the Community 
 

Insulation 

Did you know that there might be help with insulation costs for your home?  
Are you concerned about keeping warm this winter?  If so, phone the Energy 
Savings Trust Advice Centre for the South West on 0800 512012, quoting ref: 
ED022.  The advice is available to all homeowners and tenants living in the 
private sector. 

Foot care 
Did you know that for Ã5.50 per session you could have 
podiatry care at Ottery Hospital?  This is run by a group 
of volunteers who have been trained to correctly cut 
toenails and carry out this service for others.  This 
takes place at the hospital in Ottery St Mary on 
Thursdays.  You need to book an appointment in 
advance on 01404 816000. 

Whimple Parish Council 
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Village Day - Fancy Dress Competition 

Dave Salter (or Tickety 
Boo as lots of us know 
him) as Charles Dickens 

Overall Winners 
Moon Landing 

Tom and Robbie Palmer 
with Peter Betts 

Winners of the Over 12õs Group 
John Griffiths and Alex Tooze  

as a newly married couple 

Winner of Key Stage 1 
Dulcie Sanders 

As a flower 

There will be a full report on Village 
week in our next edition. 
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Elisha, Chloe, Molly, Eleanorõ Katie and 
Anna as the ôHigh School Musicalõ entry 

 

 

It must be true! 
I read it in the Express and Echo! 
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 THANK YOU TO WAC4Y 
 

This Whimple resident and mother would like to 
say a big ôThank youõ to all the WAC4Y team for 
their vision and hard work in securing a grant for 
the Parish Field improvements.  

I took my son and his friend to check out the bike 
track and BMX humps at the end of May (this was 
before the climbing equipment, swings etc had 
been built) and they were enjoying themselves so 
much that I had to come home and make a picnic 
lunch to take back so that they could stay longer. 
Now that the other equipment is up we will 
probably have to take tea with us as well next time 
we go.  

When I first heard about the plans I was a little 
worried that bike tracks and a fitness trail may 
spoil what had been a lovely ð although 
admittedly very underused - field. However, 
having seen it all up now, I donõt think this is the 
case at all. There is still plenty of room in the 
middle of the track to play games in, fly a kite or 
whatever, and the BMX track and fitness 
equipment, positioned where they are, donõt 
detract from the open feel of the site.  

Itõs really good to have some facilities for the older 
children and teenagers of the village and Iõm sure 
they will be well used.  

The bike auction in July was a brilliant idea and 
very well attended (We got two new second-hand 
bikes to add to our collection of older second-
hand bikes). 

So thank you again, your work is much 
appreciated. 

Katy Howard 

 

Liz Silk speaking on 
behalf of WAC4Y  

Sarah Randall-Johnson 
formally opened the 

new cycle track 

The Parish Council would also like to thanks Cllr. Mrs Sue Ayres for 
representing them on WAC4Y and for all her hard work on the Parish Field 

 



23 

 

D C CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
  

  

o KITCHENS   ( Design, supply & installation ) 

o BUILT IN WARDROBES   ( Hand-made to order ) 

o DECKING   ( Many years experience, homes, schools, hotels) 

o GENERAL CARPENTRY  ( Doors, windows, loft conversions) 

o HAND MADE FURNITURE   ( Benches, tables, chairs ) 

o OAK JOINERY SPECIALIST   ( Kitchens, wardrobes, doors) 

o GARDEN   ( Summer houses, log cabins, sheds ) 

o SMOKING SHELTERS  ( New design for the smoking ban ) 

o DRIVEWAY GATES  ( Made to order and installed ) 
 

 HONEST, FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE  - COMPETITIVE RATES ï 
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL - 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE ï QUALIFIED 

TRADESMEN 
 

 www.dcdecking.com     email: dcdecking@aol.com 
TEL: 01404 822126    Mobile:  07980 889968 
 

 
For all your daily requirements  

of 

MILK, CREAM, EGGS, FRUIT JUICE  

ORGANIC, SOYA & GOATS MILK  

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES  

POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

also 

BIRD FOOD REQUIREMENTS AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

Delivered to your door  

SPIT ROAST SERVICES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Please contact 

VICTOR & MARIAN DANIEL  

Summerbridge, Whimple, Devon 

01404 822458   
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Come and Join us for a  

Soup and Sarnie Lunch  
 

12.00noon until 1.30pm  

on Saturday 26th September  
 

 

There will be no Soup and Sarnie Lunch in August  
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      Solar Heating Made Simple  

 

     
 

LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS FOR ADVICE CALL:  

Tel: 01404 823880 or Mobile: 07906 255326  
Email: info@solarsimplicity.co.uk  Website: www.solarsimplicity.co.uk  

 

· Generate Up To 70% Hot Water free 

· Reduce Carbon Emissions And Climate Change 

· Government Grant Available  

· South West Generates Highest Solar Radiation In UK 

· Installation Adds Value To Your Home 

· Free Suitability survey by BPEC installer 

MOTHERSõ UNION 
 

On the 3rd September the Whimple Branch of the Mothersõ 
Union is celebrating the 80th anniversary of its foundation ð 
something really to rejoice about. Unfortunately our Priest-in-
Charge will be away on a sabbatical. There will be a service in church with 
invited guests from other branches in the Otter Deanery.  

When we moved to The Manse in The Square dear Reverend Tucker and his 
charming wife came to welcome us with great pleasure. I had already met him 
when I was a delegate to the Aylesbeare Deanery Synod, which was then split 
with the new Ottery Deanery. They kindly invited me to join the Mothersõ Union. 
How could I refuse? I must admit it was an entirely new experience to join a 
group made up solely of women, having belonged to Choral Societies for years, 
Art Club, riding clubs, Swiss Alpine clubs, tennis, skating hockey club where I was 
the only girl! Luckily I was asked to become the Overseas Correspondent with 
the Parish of Belmont in New South Wales, Australia, and for the last twenty-five 
years I have established a most friendly rapport and made wonderful friends. It 
just goes to show that there are no strangers in the world, only friends who have 
not yet met. In the words of the Archbishop òMake neighbours out of strangersó. 

EMLG  
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 
Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 

            0800 1076063  Tel:  
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Whimple Villages in Action presents  

 

 

Reg Meuross  

 

Friday 25
th

 September 8.00 pm  

Licensed Bar  

Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 

 

Reg Meuross is one of the UKõs most talented and 

widely respected singer -songwriters. His 

performance is pure class. He brings to the stage a collection of 

extremely beautiful songs. Often informed and inspired by his own 

experiences, sometimes just great stories expertly told and linked 

by wry & witty observations - the delivery of which is complimented 

by his excellent and soulful high tenor voice and fine guitar playing.  

 

òDragonflyó is a performance of story songs from Regõs new CD 

collected from tales gathered whilst touring England. There are 

songs about the real Dick Turpin; the original ill -fated voyage of the 

Pilgrim Fathers; the tragic story of the young men executed in WW1 

by their own men for òdesertionó; songs about Elvis; the artist 

Edward Hopper; and the Duke of Monmouthõs final battle in 

Westonzoyland, Somerset.  

 

Bethany Porter is a brilliant young cellist, singer and ukulele player 

and will be accompanying Reg.  

Tickets available from Whimple Post Office  

Adult £6.50   Child/OAP £4.50  

ñIntelligent & thought provoking songs, beautifully made and skilfully 
deliveredò (The Times)   
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The History of  Whimple News 
 

In the interest of historical accuracy we must point out that at no time did we 
ever produce the Whimple News as a team of two!  Whimple News was born 
out of a parish appraisal in the late 1980s and a team including Edith Grout, John 
Mackie, Jane and Andy Hughes and ourselves began the News, substantially in 
the same form as it is today. Andy had acquired an 'almost free' photocopier and 
it was he who had the mammoth task of photocopying each issue, firstly in his 
garage and then in their spare room. 

At the beginning, the 'copy' was typed but then computers came in and Derek 
Browning (formerly of Plumtree Lane) joined the team and produced it on his 
computer. Once copied (several days later!) the magazine was collated on the 
billiard table in the Hall by another team of people and then delivered to the 
deliverers as Ed does today.  

Several years and photocopiers went by, the village was growing and an original 
'run' of 475 had become 675  by which time the new housing on the Whiteways 
site was becoming a reality. For a brief time the then parish clerk took on the 
photocopying but the team felt that they had done enough and it was time to 
hand over. There was no break in continuity as the new team took over and the 
News is in substantially the same form, albeit with a lot more advertising which, 
of course, enables it to be professionally printed. It remains a great way of 
communicating and, as ever, the quality of its content depends on us, the 
readers! Well done Ed and the team. 

Sarah and David Smith 

Louise Turner N.D. Hort  
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort  

Tel 01392499074    Mob 07811781137 
  e-mail: info@gardenlandscapes.co.uk  
               www.gardenlandscapes.co.uk  

 Garden Design and Construction  
from a single border to a total make-over 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT 
PLANT ADVICE    -    FREE CONSULTATION 
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WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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June 6th D - Day + 65 Years  
 

Background Information 

During my life before Devon, I had the honour and pleasure of becoming involved 
with a group of men known as Normandy Veterans. It was on a shopping trip to 
Bracknell town centre with my then eight year old daughter Rebecca that I met 
Peter Thompson (no relation) who was the chairman of the Surrey branch of the 
NVA, (Normandy Veterans Association). He was collecting money to help 
subsidise a visit to Normandy Beaches the following week and, during our 
conversation, I said that I had always had the desire to visit Normandy and the 
cemeteries. Peterõs reply was that I would be doing him a favour if I was to join 
them the next week, as a veteran had just dropped out through illness and he could 
return his deposit if I was to join them - so this was how I became involved. On this 
first trip I was one of only two people of my generation on the coach; the rest were 
all in their late seventies, eighties or nineties. We arrived in Normandy at a place 
called Arromanches. The visit was incredible and I made friends with veterans 
whom I am still in contact with today. 

The 2009 Visit 

Having now visited Arromanches approx eight years out of the last ten, for the 6th 
June Commemorations, Iõm always looking for new and interesting ways to get 
there and this year, while in conversation (after a few drinks) with friends who live 
in and around the village, I decided to cycle. I thought one or two friends may join 
me but finished up with eight, which was fantastic. 

We split into two parties known as the òAdvanced Partyó (Gordon, Jerry, Chris M, 
Mike) and the òMechanised Divisionó. (Nick, Chris N, Steve and me). Gordon took 
his truck containing all our luggage and four bikes for the Advanced Party. 

My party left Whimple Station with our pushbikes and headed to Portsmouth. We 
left on the Wednesday night ferry at 11pm, arriving at 6am in Caen. We then 
cycled up the Caen Canal to the famous Pegasus Bridge, which was the first place 
to be liberated by the British on June 6th by the glider troops. Here we were, 
supposed to meet up with the Advanced Party, but they let us down due to an 
overindulgent first night in Arromanches (lucky the boys 65 years earlier had more 
discipline!) so the new meeting point was now Courselles, which is a beautiful 
fishing port half-way between Pegasus Bridge and Arromanches. We stopped here 
and had a fantastic lunch of moules and beer. The weather was fantastic and the 
cycle trip was all along the beach edge, flat and very scenic. We arrived in 
Arromanches at approx 3pm and headed to the house we had rented, which was 
just a short walk to the village centre. After a quick clean up we headed out for 
dinner. 

Friday 5th june 

We cycled to Omaha Beach, made famous by the film òSaving Private Ryanó. 

This is an American landing beach and we visited the large American cemetery 
which contains over 9,000 American servicemen who lost their lives during the 
Normandy campaign. After this visit, we stopped on the way back at Port en 
Besson - the cry of ò8 croque monsieurs and 8 bieresó goes up for the umpteenth 
time. 
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 We ended the day with a cross-country mountain-bike-friendly cliff-top ride which is 
great if you are not on a racing bike like Chris N. The day was completed with 
another great meal and lots of very nice French wine and beer. 

Sat June 6th 

The big day: the 65th anniversary of D-Day, the beginning of the liberation of 
Europe. I still have trouble getting my head around what happened here back then. 
Arromanches was the site of the Mulberry Harbour, which was a harbour built in 
the UK, then towed across the channel and constructed to offload supplies for the 
next three months. Without it the push forward across France would not have 
happened. Men, fuel, trucks, tanks - everything came through this small village to 
the front line. 

Our day started with a cycle ride to Bayeux in order to be with the British Veterans 
for their annual service in the British cemetery. More than 800 veterans marched 
into the cemetery, which is incredible when you consider the youngest veteran is 
now 82. The ceremony is always very emotional and at the same time very uplifting. 
Prince Charles was here with us, Gordon Brown was along the coast in the 
American cemetery, making a fool of himself by calling the beach there òObama 
Beachó! 

After a short lunch of  - you guessed it ð ò8 croque monsieurs and 8 bieresó, I 
headed back to Arromanches as I had a date,!!!!! (see picture on next page). The 
rest of the boys headed off to see the Bayeux Tapestry but I think my date beats 
that !!!! Arromanches takes on a party atmosphere for the rest of the day with the 
locals mixing with British Veterans and much singing and dancing and drinking. We 
do our bit and dress up for the occasion (see picture on next page). Fireworks are 
always laid on for the veterans on the evening of the 6th June, and Iõm always 
amazed by how many nationalities congregate here on this day every year, 
particularly the Dutch who really do appreciate our Veterans more than we do. 
Maybe this is because they were occupied for so long and then liberated by these 
amazing men. 

This year they are saying that this is the last big reunion of Veterans here but having 
been here most years out of the last ten, I canôt imagine it will be as the Veterans 
love it here and the French people love having them here. 

The stories I have heard over the years from these men are incredible. Iõm really 
pleased that I  had the opportunity to take some friends with me to meet them while 
the history is still living and real, as in twenty or so years time this part of our history 
will only be accessed from books, films and the internet. 

Now the other seven have seen Normandy for themselves they can be assured that 
I will not bore them with all the stories from my veteran friends, but there is no 
guarantee that if you meet any of them around the village they wonõt bore you.  

Finally I will leave you with a slogan the Veterans use on some of their literature, 
which is a slogan that is relevant for todayõs conflicts as well as yesterdays: 
 

òIF YOU ENJOY YOUR FREEDOM THANK A VETERAN, NOT A POLITICIANó 

Kevin Thompson 
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Top Left: Steve, Nick and Chris with Monty 

Middle Left: arriving in Arromanche Mulberry 
Harbour in background 

Bottom left: Veterans at Play 

Top Right: Dinner on June 6th in 
Arromanches 

Middle Right: Bayeux Cemetery, me and a 
Veteran from the 9th Battalion Cameronians  
My Grandfather fought alongside him in1944 

Bottom Right: Fiona Bruce, my June 6th date 
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Reg no: 4094 

 

 

OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Tel: 01404 811773 Mobile: 07974 818833 

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLA-

TIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

Thank you and goodbye from Pam. 
 

Thank you to everyone who made my retirement from the Governing Body of 
Whimple School such a memorable and enjoyable occasion. As many of you 
know, I was very sad to leave but personal circumstances made me realise it was 
time to go. 

Everyone was very kind to me. I was completely overwhelmed by the surprise 
party of Staff and Governors on Tuesday, after our final meeting, and by the 
generosity of their gift. However the highlight must be the beautiful card made 
by the children and given to me along with a huge bouquet of flowers at the 
leaversõ assembly. Every child in the school has written a message, or drawn me 
a picture, and I shall always treasure this. 

I have been very proud to have been so closely associated with Whimple School 
over the last ten years, and especially the last four years as Chair of Governors. I 
wish everyone continued success in the future. I shall miss my involvement, but 
you have not seen the last of me! 

Pam Scanlan. 
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We did it! 
 

Dentaid 103 mile Devon Coast 2 Coast Challenge 2009 
 

A gruelling south westerly headwind and driving rain was no obstacle for 
James and Freya Harris who, without complaining, cheerfully pedalled all 
103 miles from Ilfracombe to Plymouth Hoe in July. They have helped raise 
the profile and money for Dentaid, the little known charity who improve not 
only dental health, but general health of people in developing countries. 

A fabulous route took us through Devonõs contrasting scenery of coastline, 
moors, rivers and countryside. We saw huge mosaic artwork benches 
created by local children, woodcarvings, historic monuments, imposing 
viaducts along with wildlife and flowers, ever-changing scenery and skies. 
Would we recommend it? Yes ð but perhaps from Plymouth to Ilfracombe, 
as the wind direction did make cycling harder! 

Some of the comments received from our party along the way, 

James H: òCycling to help poor people that live down south in Africa should 
be great fun, I might see a train along our route!ó 

Freya H: òGreat fun, Iõm enjoying the ride, I hope I donõt have a punctureó 

Andy P: òA good outlook and challenge but probably troubles ahead.ó 

Andy M: òDay 1 doesnõt nearly prepare you for day 2. Iõve never seen so 
many hills. Weõve earned every penny of our sponsorship!ó 

John M: òThe hills are alive with the sound of groaning, Ah, Ah ,Ah AH,ó 

A big thanks to our support team; Gemma, Simon and Louise, who were 
always cheerful, encouraging us (from under a large umbrella) with water, 
bananas and the occasional sugar fix! 

Any sponsorship would be welcome - www.justgiving.com/nicolaharris8. 

With many thanks from the Harris family. 
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES  
 

                                                                                                         Est 1979 
 
 

                                                       PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 
 

                                                           Call Barry 01395 513729 
                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        

M P SMALL ENGINES 
Mike Persey  

 

SERVICE &REPAIR TO 
 

All makes and types of  
Horticultural / Garden  

Forestry and Small Agricultural  
Machinery  

 

Specialist in the repair of older  
Machinery and Sports Club machinery  

 

Makeovers and rebuilds undertaken  
 

New machinery at competitive prices  
 

Collection Service   

Little Cot  

Hembury Fort  

Honiton  

Devon  

EX14 3LE 
 

Tel  

01404 841699 

Mobile  

07976725516 
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S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 

Awliscombe 

Devon 

 
BANFIELDS 

 

Traditionally carved rocking  
Horses & Restoration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 Rectory Close, Whimple, 
Devon EX5 2UF 

 

Tel 822162 
E-mail Banfieldgew@msn.com 

PETER COSSLETT 
CARPENTER AND BUILDER 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

KITCHEN FITTING 

DOORS AND WINDOWS 

TIMBER CONSERVATORIES 

EXTENSIONS AND MINOR 

BUILDING WORKS 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 

& 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 

Tel: Whimple (01404)823279 

Mobile: 07768 436042 
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PARTY TIME? 
Family Celebrations, 

Milestone Anniversaries  

Marquee de ParTee 

Pretty Party Marquees and 
Pavilion Tents hired for 

Your Special Occasion 

 Complete service for tables 
chairs carpets lighting etc. 

introductions to  
Caterers & Hogroasters 

Philip & Angela Crisp  
Kennford,Exeter.  

01392 83 27 75                                                                                                  

      OR  Visit us at: 
www.marquee-de-partee.co.uk. 

 

The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL  
 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays.  

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available  

Colour TV in all bedrooms  
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.  

Several local Pubs and Restaurants  
within easy reach -(pick up service)  

Bed and full Breakfast menu:  
No smoking.  

Phone: 01404 -823614  
Fax:     01404 -823629  

e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com   
 

 
Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets  

personal care and attention  

 

 

 

(now also looking after small animals)  

01404 822275 

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF   
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Patient Satisfaction Survey Results 
 

During November/December we conducted a 
Patient Satisfaction Survey. Improvements made as a 
result of last yearõs survey were: 

¶ Changes to opening hours 
¶ Visual display in the waiting area to call patients 
¶ Tannoy in the patient toilet area 

It was evident from this yearõs survey that many patients are not aware of the 
services we offer.  We are producing a leaflet to tell patients about our services.  
This will be available shortly from reception and our web site.  Patients told us that 
when reception is busy the touch screen is not always readily accessible.  Please 
do not hesitate to come to the front of the queue if you want to check yourself in 
using the touch screen.  At your request we are reviewing the seating and layout 
of the waiting room.    

The largest number of comments were based on the car park facilities.  We are 
very fortunate to have on site car parking as other practices in East Devon do not 
offer any facilities at all.  Our staff do not park on site unless they are working an 
early morning or late night shift. However spaces are limited.  Therefore we ask 
patients who are mobile to park in the public car park which is only a short walk 
away from the practice.  Unfortunately there have been instances where our car 
park has been ôblockedõ preventing ambulance crews, doctors and nurses from 
entering and leaving the premises to attend to patients.  If you are visiting the local 
shops and businesses in the town please do not use our car park as a free 
alternative to the public car parks.    

We received some very positive feedback ranging from òexcellentó and òthis is the 
best practice I have ever registered ató to òam very satisfiedó.  It is encouraging to 
read that our patients value the service they receive from us.  We welcome 
feedback and are happy to receive suggestions and comments regarding the 
service we offer.  We are continually working to maintain and develop the 
standard of service we provide for patients and your help with this process is very 
much appreciated.  
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MUD are coming to Whimple! 
 

When I was a small child my parents used to throw big parties at Christmas, with 
family and friends filling the house. Without fail, at the start of the party they would 
always put on a ôMudõ album to get people in the party mood. I am therefore 
delighted to say that Handsome Dicks Records and Whimple Cricket Club have 
booked Mud II to play at the Cricket Club on Saturday 12th September. 

Over the 30+ intervening years the bandõs line-up has changed but the music is still 
alive thanks to MUD II. This is not just another tribute band but actually includes 
members of Les Grayõs Mud. They are playing in Belgium in August alongside other 
well known names of the 70õs such as Suzi Quatro, Slade and the Rubettes, but on 
the 12th September they will be appearing in Whimple. 

The support act is "An Evening Without James Taylor....and The Holy Host Of 
Others." ð a very talented duo, specialising in the music of James Taylor (surprise 
surprise). 

Whether you were an original fan of Mud or James Taylor, or have never heard of 
them before, please come along and support this event to raise money for 
Whimple Cricket Club. If this event proves to be as successful as we think it will be, 
we hope to put on similar events in future. 

You can get a taster of the music from the following web sites: 
MUD II: http://www.myspace.com/mud2band  
An evening without James Taylor: http://www.myspace.com/aneveningwithoutjt 

Tickets are available from Whimple Post Office, Whimple Cricket Club, Handsome 
Dicks Records (HDR), Ottery St Mary Tourist Information, Honiton Tourist 
Information, Exeter Phoenix or online at http://www.handsomedicksrecords.co.uk/
mud2/                      Alex Tooze  


