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THRSTT  The Thirsty
'" Farmer

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ

Telephone: 01404 822287
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk
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FARMER A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD
WHIMPLE QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE.

OPENING AND SERVING TIMES:

THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF THE PUB CONTINUES, B
DONNA AND MARC HAVE REINTRODUCED THEIR

YUMMY TAKEAWAY NIGHTS!

PLEASE FOLLOW THEIR FACEBOOK PAGE, OR LOOK OU]
FOR I NFO ON WHI MPLE WHATO0S O

STRICT PRBRDER ONLY, WITH AN AGREED
COLLECTION TIME

L.

MEANWHILE, TO CHEER US ALL UP, THEY ARE STILL ASK

FOR 6WI NDOW ARTO® TO BE SUBMI
THROUGH THEIR LETTERBOX, TO BRIGHTEN UP THE P

ALL AGES WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE.
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Ed the Ed

Welcome to the June/July edition of your Whimple New$ | am delighted that our
wonder ful delivery team have been ab
serviced agai n, foll owing the tempor:
days of the coronavirus. So here we are, back with the distributed paper copie:
rather than hoping you would be able to pick up a copy from the shop. The {ine
version is going to continue, with the benefits of full colour. Our new website
address isnww.whimplenews.ukso now you can find it on Google.

Well done to Whimple for rising to the occasion over the last few weel& it has
been great to see the way the village has worked together to help each othe
through these strange times. In particular, we all owe a great debt of gratitude ft
Mark and Jenny in the shop, Katie Williams and her fantastic band of volunteers, tf
Secret Chef, Marc and Donna at the Thirsty Farmer, not forgetting Julia and Richa
Green with the 500 Words challenged what a wonderful idea to have the authors
reading their stories on Facebook!. | am sure that there are even more kind peopl
in Whimple who have also helped us all through the Virus weeks and thank you t
them.

We asked our usual contributors to let us know how they were coping in the current
environment , and Jenny and Mar k have
keep the shop runningd it certainly shows their commitment to providing a service
to us all.

We al so have an army of O6garden gate
economy in our village, and profits going to worthy causes which is very generous
It has also been fun to see the singing initiatives, and the support for what | thougt
was a medical condition, having seen

For me and the current Mrs Hitchcock,
Fat o & anhadazing and very unusual opportunity to try Middle Eastern cuisine
delivered to your door!! Jess now has plans for Bristol and so will be diverting he
energies to the big city. It was great fun whilst it lastédthank you Jess.

The current Mrs H and | have combined bike rides and visits to local farm shop:s
where we have discovered the delights of hommmade pork pies, pasties, Ugli buns
and marmite bread! So, we are now fighting fit and ready for the Tour of Britain
And we have seen some beautiful local countryside.

We recently lost one of our village characters when John Aiton sadly passed awe
after a long fight with emphysema. He played a strong role in the History Societ:
Committee and was one of the Gun Crew at Wassail. Helicopter John, as he we
known by many of us (as an eRoyal Navy aircraft engineer), was a regular in the
Fountain and the Farmer where he would engage in goawtured debate on any
topic. He always had a twinkle in his eye after one of these spirited debates! Ou
thoughts are with Thelma and family.

If you would like to contribute to the August/September edition, then please send
your article to either me or Bob on bob.scanlan@ecipse.co.uk. Thank you! Stay sa

EdH 3



{Simple. Delicious. Value.}

Friendly professional service, affordable
bar snacks and local cask ales

Three course ‘Totally Devon’ menu
only £30 - lunch or dinner

Celebrating 25 award winning years
Proud supporter of the Exeter Chiefs

The Jack Cook Book now available

The Jack in the Green
wuww.jackinthegreen. uk.com

Telephone: 01404 822240
10 minutes from the M5 on the B3174
Rockbeare, Near Exeter, Devon EXS 2EE




Our new website address:
www.whimplenews.uk

What ds On I n Whimpl e

With the restrictions on social gatherings in force, and to ensure the safet
of those children still attending the school, the Victory Hall will be closed for
all other purposes until it is deemed safe again.

This means that the following events have been cancelleor postponed:

Village Week, Front Row Club, WI Meetings, The Church Fete
SoupdndSarni es, Hi story Society

As things return to normal, events will again be advertised in the magazine.
And as soon as we know, we will put details on our website.

KILN-DRIED HARDWOOD LOGS

IDEAL FOR OPEN FIRES AND WOODBURNING STOVES

Beech - Birch - Ash - Sycamore - Oak - etc
Free sticks with every load

For Helpful Advice and Prompt Deliveries
Telephone Exmouth (01395) 277242




There has been much focus in the media asking people who are ill not to delay
seeking medical attention. Anyone with symptoms of a heart attack or possible
stroke should seek urgent help. We are still referring anyone who may have a cance
urgently to the Royal Devon and Exeter for investigation.

A lot of work like immunisations, injections and bloods needed for ongoing
treatments are still going ahead. Routine work like annual bloods and health check
are being deferred for the moment, but those who have had appointments
postponed will be called in later in the year. You may be surprised how many
gueries and problems can be sorted out by a phone or eConsult, so please contac
the surgery if you are worried about a medical problem.

We are aware that this has been an extremely stressful period for so many of yo
with worries about work, family, friends and the future. Our mental health is
extremely important during this period. Luckily we live in such a beautiful part of the
world and we are not completely locked down. Please try and get out into the
beautiful spring countryside once daily if you can. Look after each other and anyone
near to you who you know is vulnerable. We can offer help if anyone is struggling
either with their mental health or with their safety at home. We will get through this
difficult period. It is amazing to see such good community spirit and cohesion come
out of this adversity.

Stay safe.
Dr Nigel de Sousa

A designated service is now available at our Whimple surgery for shielded patient:
only. Patients will still need to phone the practice to access this service.

8§/ 2yads Ga

These are a wonderful, helpful tool for both our clinicians and our community.
These are available to patients from the age of 18 and over. eConsults cannot b
done on behalf of a child.
eConsults can be accessed via our website, and patients can expect a reply withi
48 working hours for help and advice.
If you are trying to upload a photo to your eConsult to better describe a skin
condi ti on, pl ease do so by selecting
We kindly ask that you do not email the practice with medical queries, but to rather
complete an eConsult as this is more secure with regards to the information you
send us.
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A New Way of Working in the Practice

Our doors may be closed, but we are still open!
Here are some new ways services are running:

For patient and staff safety, we cannot organise general queries at the front door, <
patients will need to call the practice to arrange a telephone consultation. Patient:
will receive a call back on the same day.

Phone lines are open between 08:3013:30 then 14:00- 18:00. Out of these hours,
calls will be forwarded to Devon Doctors.

Patients needing to drop off samples should ring the doorbell and await a member o
staff to take the sample. Please do not put it into the post box.

If patients are trying to follow up test results with the RD&E, please be aware the
there may be a delay in receiving a response due to temporary measures within th
hospital. The Practice is unable to obtain these results on your behalf, and we kind
ask for you to be patient. The results will be sent out as soon as possible.

So that we can continue to offer the best possible service

to you, and communicate effectively, it is essential to ensure that all of your contac
details held within the Practice are up to date, such as email addresses and mobi
numbers. If you believe your details do need to be updated, please phone the
Practice

ODELL PLUMBI NG & |

jasonodel | . pl umbirnggic

07974 818833
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL |
BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR /
BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

UNVENTED HOT WATER SY,
UNDERFLOOR HEATI NG,



WHIMPLE STORES ==

Whimple Storesd A typical day under lockdown

Mark usually gets to the shop just after 6.00am to take in the newspapers, breac
fruit, veg and the milk from the dairy.

The goods are checked in and there are things that need to be put into fridge:
immediately, while the rest needs to be put onto the shelves.

The newspapers are checked in and the names are written on the papers we hav
been asked to keep back.

The Post Office stock of cash and stamps needs to be set up in the till and overnigt
updates checked.

Once the shop is open, we try to stay behind the counter until the shop is closec
and we concentrate on getting customers in and out as quickly as possible. Thi
means that, sometimes, we work together at the shop tilbne of us pricing up the
fruit and veg, or making coffees, and the other ringing the shopping through the till
At other times we work the shop and the Post Office counters separately, eithel
processing things for the same customer at both tills or manning the Post Office
where we can be processing business mail which have been left with us.

We give priority to customers in the shop at all times, in order to help them to be in
and out of the shop quickly.

Generally, customers are as delightful as usual and we can still manage
conversation whilst checking things through the tills. We have been really fortunate
not to get too many grumpy customers and most customers have been really kind ir
respecting our risk, by not getting too close to the counter and using their bank
cards, rather than cash. We know this is not always possible for people and w
know that, for some, it is breaking habits they have had for a long time, but we
would like everyone to know that we really, genuinely appreciate these small
changes to help keep us safe.

At closing time, we can start to move around the shop again. We can do the end o
day procedures at the Post Office and shop till, then we can start to restock and ge
orders ready for the next day. If we have unprocessed mails for business customer
we will process them and come back down for afternoon collection, to make sure
they go out that day.

Usually, three afternoons a week, Mark goes to the wholesalers and we spend th
rest of the afternoon checking stock in and restocking the store. We would then
have to put any price changes through the titlwe have seen plenty of them. Some

are due to us only managing to get stock from a different supplier, some jus
because food prices were already starting to creep up, and some because we hav
only been able to buy catering or br
stock.



Wednesdays are always really busy afternoons. The Post Office end of week is on
Wednesday, so we have to count all the stock and make a declaration.

We also have deliveries from three or four weekly suppliers so there is a lot of stoc
to check in.

We have been really pleased with how wefitocked we have managed to keep the
shop. This is down to a | ot of wor Kk
usual suppliers e.g. flour and yeast. Some goods we have had to buy in bulk and be
up, so there has been extra effort.

All the thanks and gifts we receive from people are very much appreciated, but it i
important to remember that this is just our part of the story. During our day there
are also drivers and staff from:

Dart Fresh Produce delivering fresh bread, fruit and veg
Sutton Lucy Dairy delivering local milk, yoghurt and cream
RD Johns delivering flour, yeast, toilet rolls

Redmoors Wholesale delivering dried and tinned goods
Smiths News delivery newspapers and magazines
Farstrete Eggs delivering (without fail) free range eggs
Brown Egg Farmer delivering (without fail) fresh barn eggs

Of course, there are also the Royal Mail visitsyour delivering posties and the
morning and afternoon collections. All keeping your delivery chains open and the
drivers keeping the stock of stamps and cash flowing.

The Post Office has been keeping a close eye on our welfare and we have fe
supported by them. They have stressed the importance of keeping the mail link
open and we try to help and support our business customers and the Royal Mai
workers.

Without these varied and consistent suppliers we would not be able to keep the
shop stocked.

But, of course, this is only part of the story. Running a business is complex and the
are still the daily requirements of bill payments and record keeping, along with the
regular demands of wage and VAT returns.

Hopefully, this explains why it is necessary to close at noon each day. The soci
distancing requirements would make it difficult to have people behind the counter
working together in the same way, but we cannot wait to have our staff back
helping us. We miss them for very practical reasons but, also, because they al
lovely people and we enjoy working with them.

We have had lots of you offering to help out and we appreciate this. So many of yot
are already helping by maintaining social distancing from us, using card payment
and by coming in well before noon. You can also help us by not licking envelopes
bringing in your own pens to use and by leaving yourself plenty of time before noon
to come to the shop. We can see people joining the queue after noon and that feels
a little unfair, when Mark has already been there for six hours and we have anothe
three or four to go. Continued overleaf



We have seen so much kindness in the village. Volunteers keeping vulnerabl
people safe by helping them be able to stay indoors. So many people are makin
and doing kind things for people, or just watching out for their neighbours. This
kindness is so important and a joyous thing to see.

We can also appreciate how important the village shop and Post Office has beer
and we very much appreciate all of your support.

We feel very lucky to be able to carry on trading as we know so many other
businesses have been stopped. Whilst the queues may make it appear that we a
really busy, in general our takings are similar, with occasional increased days. O
takings are squeezed into a shorter day with social distancing causing delays ¢
thank you for your patience and we hope you continue to benefit from the great
range of products we stock and the lovely quality of locally sourced products.

Jenny and Mark

WHIMPLE

Mark, Jenny and Team Welcomes You

STORES
ALL SERVICES AVAILABLE
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 6pm (final post collection 4.30pm)

Saturday 8am to 1pm (final post collection 11.45), Sunday 9am to 1pm

Shop Post Office Refreshments

Fresh local bread, milk, Cash withdrawals Tea selection
fruit, veg, eges

General groceries Banking services Fresh coffee selection
Stationery & hardware Bill payment facility Hot chocolate
I@ - . . T -

X During the pandemic we are open: e

8.00am-noon Monday to Friday
and 9.00am-noon on Saturdays and Sundays

This helps us to stay well stocked so we can
continue to supply you with essentials.

We have good stocks of fresh produce, toilet rolls,
eggs, milk and bread and dried goods. Some fruit
and veg is noticeably more expensive but we are
trying to keep the prices low and buy wisely.

The Post Office last collection will be at 11.30am
but full services will still be available.

Pharmacy le/swap
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Longfield Cattery

heated single and doubl e ¢
per sonal care and attent.i
h
L
RS
(mow al so | ooki

ng after smal

f
D
01404 822275

stephen@ ongfieldcatt el

www. | ongfi el dcattery.
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimpl e

* 24 Hour Emergency Service
* Standard & Computerised Key Cutting
* Duplicate Keys Cut For Any Vehicle
¢ Car Transponder Keys Cut
* 24 Hour Lock Out Service
¢ Replacement Lock Installations
* Aluminium & Upvc Door Locks
* Master Key Suites

&= Free Security Assessments
MASTER LOCKSMITHS %= Locks Supplied & Fitted
%] %= Safes Opened
éxé‘ h Burglar Alarm lnSta“at'OE§ Agents For Medeco Locks
; %= CCTV Systems

01392 411887
FAX 01392 424817

A Wide Range of Security Products
Available For Demonstrations AL....

’ MLA
[[TOCKSMITH]

*131 Sidwell St. Exeter EX4 6RY
*Unit 1, The Space Place, Alphinbrook Rd. Marsh Balrton, Exeter.




Looking after your trees and

gardens for over 25 years

Sid Valley

Tree Surgery
& Landscapes

TREE SURGERY
HEDGE CUTTING
STUMP GRINDING
GARDEN CLEARANCE
FULL LANDSCAPE SERVICE
FREE QUOTATIONS

Tel: 01395 519856
Mobile: 07880 797613

www.sidvalleytreesurgery.co.uk

Environment
W Agency

NPTC [SA

Part ofthe City & Guilds Group

Ellicombe House
Cutteridge Lane E
Whitestone, Exeter EX4 2HE
Tel: 07896 530640

Fax: 01392 811604

Ernail jorewer2410@hotmail co uk

{not VAT registered)

Please contact me for all
your carpentry and joinery
needs, i.e. doors, windows
and furniture, | will be
pleased to give you a
guotation.

darren p
pl astering

pl astering
drlyi ni ng, C
cob and | im
fl excmr eeds,
danpr oofing

mobil e 07
t ©11404
darrenpeek
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Whimple really has GOT TALENT!

Easter 2020 was a little bit different for us families with children
of Primary School age. They couldn’t go on holiday, see family
or friends. Influenced by ITV’s, Masked Singer show, | thought I'd
create a Whimple version and 24 hours later, ‘Whimple Who's
Behind The Mask’ was born! Performers from as little as
Reception all the way to Year 6 sent me their

videos of singing, dancing, juggling, performing magic tricks — all
sorts! | expected to get 4 or 5 acts but in the end we had 30 acts
and about 70 people as audience members!! It was AMAZING

B children really pushed themselves out of their comfort zone and
it was so inspirational to watch them come out of their shells
and perform with such confidence. | even persuaded a couple of

“iteachers to join in (special thanks to Matt Brown & Ruth Toze!)

& Children & adults thoroughly

enjoyed it and it helped them to get some fun out of Easter week
lockdown. “It’s such a great thing throughout the day and my

| children have loved every minute of it”, “what a talented bunch
they all arel”, “We’ve enjoyed it so much,
absolutely brilliant! And it has definitely helped us survive anoth-

¥ to Whimple News to let all of Whimple know how amazing our

kids are!
YOU ROCKED!




Whimple Parish Council

The implementation of the Coronavirus restrictions brought with it some challenging
moments for the Parish Council. As you may be aware, two of the Parish Councillor
work within the NHS/Health sector and have carried on working in their vital roles,
whilst others have also been working either from home or in their jobs, which were
deemed essential under the restrictions.

As for the workings of the Parish Council, it was becoming increasingly apparent i
March that some form of lockdown was imminent and, in the March Parish meeting,
the Councillors granted delegated authority to Kevin Finch, the Parish Clerk, t
ensure essential services were maintained. Since then Kevin has been working fro
home and been on hand to answer resi
from EDDC and relatives of vulnerable residents in the Parish. He has also ke
residents updated on the latest guidelines and deal with essential maintenance
planning and financial matters.

The Parish Council is very grateful for the excellent work carried out by the Whimple
Volunteer Group and would also like to thank the admins of the
Whi mpl eWhat 6sOn Facebook site, for a
through his regular Facebook posts. It has been good to see the vast majority c
residents adhering to the government advice and for this we should all be grateful

A significant change imposed on Parish Councils was the need to cancel a
meetings. For Whimple Parish Council this included Parish Meetings, Plannin
Meetings and putting on hold the Neighbourhood Plan steering Groups. Legislation
foll owed in April which gave Parish
The Parish Council embraced the new legislation and, after a trial run, the Paris
Council held its first virtual Parish Meeting on Monday 27th April, mainly to deal
with the yearend financial accounting sign off. Under the legislation, virtual meeting
agendas have to be posted on the EDDC website, but Kevin also posted the agend
on the Parish website, and will continue to do so for future meetings.

Parish Notice Boards are not wupdated

It is intended to hold further virtual Parish Meetings, but only on an exceptional
Oneed tod basi s. T h e imitedttai4@ minukes, framshe
time the meeting is opened to its closure, by the site operators. Therefore, onl
matters that are essential, and require an immediate and urgent decision, are able 1
be discussed. The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Groups meetings will commenc:
as soon as practical but, as mentioned earlier, with some of the Parish Councillor
working on essential duties in the NHS, and others on a #&ek lockdown, these
meetings have to be temporarily placed on hold.

With an everchanging situation Kevin will continue to post updates, mainly from
information provided by GOV.UK, the NHS website, EDDC and DCC, to keep
residents informed.

Stay Safe
Kevin Finch,Whimple Parish Council Clerk
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PLANET SAL FOR
GIFTS AND CARDS
WHICH ARE A BIT ‘UNUSUAL’

HOFING TO OPEN AGAIN

INJUNE!
3, Black Lion Court, Honiton
EX14 1ES
info@planetsal.co.uk

Happy to still deliver cards and
gifts locally - just ask!
01404 45777

R J Spellman

Quality Decorator & Property Maintenance

Specialist In Period Properties
Internal & External Painting & Decorating
All Woodwork, Windows & Masonry
Wallpapering & Coving
Carpentry & Flooring
Plastering
Paint Effects & Fine Finishes
Tiling & Sealing

Fully Insured

For a free quotation or advice please get in touch
e rjsdecorating@gmail.com w rjs-decorating.co.uk

t07511 533 765

Gas & Oil boiler repairs
Safety cerfificates/Z,,
Servicing

Installations g

FlameFix"

A local company providing
a personal service

Call Jules

07883 037667

Visit us at www.flamefix.co.uk
and read why customers say
we're highly recommended

A b

C5229

Oftec registered
Gas safe registered
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UK LIMITED

Fire detection and
alarm systems

INSTALLATION, COMMISSIONING
& SERVICING

Maintaining all types of fire alarm systems

Domestic, commercial & industrial
18 years of experience

Emergency repairs and fault finding
Fire certificates

Design and supply complete systems
Schools, lets, small/large properties

Contact Chris for a free quote

07875 841288

info@firesecurityuk.co. uk
www. firesecurityuk.co. uk




AERIAL SERVICES

(Mike Cummings)
e Same Day Service Available - Y
e 7 Days A Week freesat 2
e Sales, Service, Installation digital (V] skydigitw @
* Repairs & Reception Problems NI e T 1e s
e Digital Aerial Upgrades * FREE ESTIMATES

01392 279513 07836 641635

www.aerial-services-mikecummings.co.uk

SF gilbertstephens

Local legal &
Financial advice

Call our Exeter office on:

Legal Services 01392 42 42 42
Financial Services 01392 34 64 64

Or contact one of our other offices

Ottery St Mary 01404 81 22 28 Sidmouth 0139551 24 43

Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more info

ert Stephens is the tra of Gilbert Stephens LLP which is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
536070) and Gilbert Stephens Financial Services Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (no 579899).
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Hello From The Whimple Covid Volunteer Group!

We hope you are managingo stay safe and sane during these very difficult times!

By now, if you are self isolating and in need of help, I'm hoping you are already
contact with your local volunteer. There are lots of us around the village, so pleas
do not hesitateto contact us if you need anything, even if it's just for a friendly chai
If you do not know who your local volunteer is, then please contact me (detail
below) and | will put you in touch with them. We can organise food deliveries,
prescriptions and a hot meal on a Saturday evening, plus anything else you mig
need help with. As | say, just ask.

The role of the volunteer group has obviously had to evolve, as we didn't know whe
was going to be required from us to begin with so we have had to learn as we've
gone along. It became apparent very early on that one of the main challenges wi:
to organise and manage the huge amount of prescription requests we were bein
asked to collect. There was, initially, no structure and we were simply muddlin
through as best we coul d, worried th:
grateful when the lovely Charlotte Woollam offered to take on the challenge o
organising this correctly! It is now a finkuned operation, with a rota of volunteers in

place, going to pick up prescriptions from Ottery Boots and Wells, twice a week. |
you need help with a prescription, then please get in touch with your local voluntee
or myself. | would just like to take this opportunity to than&€harlotte for all the hard

work and time she has put into this. You're amazing!

We are not a professional team, we are not trained, we are simply a group ¢
villagers trying to look after our neighbours as best we can. Most of us are trying
work from home as well as homechool our children, so | just want to say a huge
thank you to those of you who are volunteering, | hope you are looking afte
yourselves- you too need to ask for help if you're struggling, or simply need a brea
for a few days.

I, myself, have struggled these past few weeks. I've had low days. | miss people,
children miss their friends and, to be quite honest, it's rubbish. But, getting
through these low moments, is the amount of kindness that this village has and
showing. | cannot believe how quickly everyone came together to ensure that th
vulnerable in this village were being looked after. The number of offers I've had fro
people, who simply want to help, has been truly amazing. The artwork the childre
(and adults) have placed around the village is wonderful and really helping to Ii
spirits, as are all the lovely little stalls that have been popping up. | hope you agr
that we are so so lucky to live in this wonderful Village. We just need to keep goin
together and we will get through this. Hopefully, we'll be a much closer community
because of it.

It is so important to stay safe, so, if you need support, please do not hesitaie
contact your local volunteer or myself.

Katie Williams07967 374760 or 01404 823810. f\\\
N

katie.silkydesigns@gmail.com w &
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NHS CHARITIES

IV EIMER

Wonderful Whimple Fundraising

| am writing this article as both a Whimple resident and an NHS doctor at the RD&E
to say a huge thank you to everyone who has been fundraising for the NHS over th
last few months. It has been wonderful seeing the community come together for
such a wonderful cause.

The Covidl9 pandemic has very much put the spotlight on the NHS and all the
wonderful work it does but many people have asked why we should have to raise
money for a public funded organisatio
a surprise to anyone that the NHS is
enough money to provide all of the vital services needed.

NHS Together Charities

There are more than 230 NHS charities across the UK providing £1 million per da
to the NHS so that people can stay well for longer and get better faster.

In recent years NHS charities have funded major capital projects, pioneering
research and medical equipment for our hospitals.

They also play a key role in mobilising volunteers to support NHS staff, brightenin
wards and waiting areas, and supporting mental health trusts, community healtl
trusts and ambulance trusts.

www.nhscharitiestogether.co.uk

RD&E Charity

The RD&E charity fundraises over and above what the NHS is able to provide an
make a real difference to the RD&E patients, their families and the amazing sta
who treat them.

www.rdecharity.com
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Here are just some of the examples of wonderful
Whimple fundraising:

Yard sales/table top stall® over £300 (Thank you to the following familie$ Planks,
Crews, Handleys, Dentons and Bayleys)

Devon Daschund Serviced 5K dog walk for £5. Cody and Bradley Crew raised
£60.

The Thirsty FarmefrA7 00 f or t he Col onel Tomds N
baps and donating all of the proceeds. Thank you to Marc and Donna Slater.

Cycle ride, 600 miles in 14 day® Harry Knowles raised £2,179 (+£432 gift aid).
Well done Harry, amazing!

Sheffield Uni Medic Rugby team ran 2500km in a week raising £6,500! Thank yot
to Oli Wellesley for your amazing effort.

Jill Courtney has been busily sewing beautiful face masks for the Whimpl
Volunteers and scrub uniforms for the NHS staff.

Caroline Reid and other members of the community have been making crochet
straps for face masks which make wearing face masks for hours on end much mor
comfortable. These are an absolute life saver for our ears!

A final thank you to everyone who has raised and donated money for the NHS
charities, your money will make a difference.

Thank you also to those who have given up their time to sew and crochet various
essential items for the NHS staff.

Keep up the amazing work!
By Susie Plankittps://www.nhscharitiestogether.co.uk/

@@ Note on Advertisements@@

The advertisements that appear in this magazine relate to normal times.

We do not know for sure which services are available at the time of going fo
press, or how that will change over the days and weeks to come.

When you need to respond to an advertisement, we suggest that you eithr
email or telephone the advertiser to find out whether or not they are open fqr
business.

The News team.

19



?oégvgosn Window Cleaner

High reach hot water syster
Masonry & Conservation

Specialists

Frames and doors all in

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned
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,Sean Harrls
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CooIClips.com
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| =
Straightway Head \

HOUSE ?

LUXURY BED & BREAKFAST ll\\»

Whimple, Exeter, Devon EX5 2QS

01404 822177 / 07894 575975

contact@straightwayheadhouse.co.uk
www.straightwayheadhouse.co.uk

'~<

STRAIGHTWAY HEAD HOHSE BED & BREAKFAST

Luxury Country House Bed and Breakfast Accommodation in a peaceful rural setting on
the edge qf the village, with stunning views over Dartmoor

All rooms are en-suite and furnished to a high standard.

Have you got a special birthday or anniversary coming up?
Why not hold your party here and let us do all the hard work _ﬁ)r you?
Cally is a Cordon Bleu trained chef with many years experience.

Ample Parking / Transfers to Exeter Airport
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Hello Whimple!

Just a quick note from theWhimpletonst o s ay
Youbé t o everybody wh o
pantomime 'Cinderfella’.

The cast, crew and musicians all put in their time ai
effort voluntarily to bring you our pantomime, but, if we
didn't have an audience, there would be no point although we did once
perform to an audience of 8! We were thrilled with the ticket sales this year and so
hope you enjoyed it.

We are planning next year6s pantomim
have decidednorto do 'Lockdown -the pantomime (The Wildernes¥ e ar s ) 0

We are always looking for people to get involved in the pantomime, be that
on-stage, backstage or front of house.

If you think you can help in any way, please contact Cathy Bartketbrwood on
01404 823944

Neil Walker

F PAUL LAMBELL

N Y WINDOWS & DOORS

Windows / Doors / Conservatories
Facias / Guttering / Cladding
Full Repair Service

* Free quotations.
* Top Quality A Rated Windows.
* Over 25yrs Experience — local tradesman offering top quality workmanship.

® Repair service includes — Broken Locks, Handles, Window Hinges,
Misted Sealed Units etc

* Extremely courteous and friendly service.

07983 224679 * 01404 850546

By when’?
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES

Est 1979

PAINTING  WALILPAPERING

SPECIALIST FINISHES MURALS  TILING

COVING CARPENTRY  ALTERATIONS
REFERENCES AVAILABLE
Cal |l Barry on 011

or emai l
barryseaforth@gm

Serenity
Bookkeeping 3%
DeVOll THE INSTITUTE

OF CERTIFIED
BOOKKEEPERS

Take the hassle out of your business
accounting by using a local bookkeeper

VINYASA FLLOW YOGA [deal for Small Businesses, Sole

) Traders and Partnerships.
with Kate Hawley

Mondays 10 - 11.30am
Tuesday 7.00 - 8.30pm

Escot Village Hall, Gosford Lane, Ottery St Mary

End of year accounts prepared
Vat Returns
Price: £6.00 per class or £30.00 for block of 6 classes Self-assessment retm?ns
................................. : Day-to-day bookkeeping

Suitable for all ages, abilities, flexibility and gender. C 0 ntd Ct H ele na: 0 79 1 6 1 '% 5 8 5 O

Classes include postures, breathing exercises, meditation
and relaxation.

For more info please contact Kate on 07706215645 or info@se ) i soninodeve e
aail yopebhegaderon@hatnail com info@serenityhookkeepingdevon.com

e s e O R e e www.serenitybookeepingdevon.com
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Otter
Produce

TRADITIONAL GREENGROCER

Local and seasonal produce.

Free home deliveries to
Talaton/Whimple on Tuesdays
(Please call for details)

Ottery St. Mary 01404 812104

otterproduce.co.uk

Find us Facebook & Instagram
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2020 is the Centenary year for Whimple WI, but who, ir

their wildest dreams, would have predicted we would be

unable to celebrate it as we would wish! | know the year i t e

not done yet but, as you all know, everything is on hol |NSPIRING WOMEN
until we have kicked this wicked virus into touch. Finger

crossed that it won't be too long before normal service is resumed and, when it i
safe to do, so our ladies can all meet again in the Victory Hall and share ou
experiences of ©6Lock Downbd. |l sincere

in the Autumn or towards the end of the year but, if not then, we will just have to
make 2021 our celebration year and make it extra special.

In the meantime, several of us have contributed to the following Newsletter and our
secretary Marilyn has circulated it to the members. If we get enough contributions
from our ladies, we will continue it hopefully every two weeks for the time being.

AVRIL

Mike and | are only exercising around the house as Sidmouth does seem to hay
quite a lot of visitors, and | am sure some people are driving hete walk and
certainly others are not walking in their own areas. We power walk around the
house for 25 minutes a day, which alas is not enough to lose any weight. Mike is |
the garden most of the time and | still seem to fill my time. | have started knitting
cardigan, which | shall never wearthe wool was purchased on the internet and was
here in three days. | am also baking a lot as | have taken it upon myself to mat
cakes, so that our family next door can each have one. Annabel is working thre
days a week from home. Tim, 16, is Willlam's teacher for those three days, but
have noticed that football is on the curriculum quite a lot. We are sort of keeping
our distance and do not go [nto each
around the house, | was hit on the arm by a football kicked by William (7). | rubbec
the arm - over acting of course! However, after accepting his apology | heard him
whisper to Alexander'we shall have to toughen up Grandma'"! Well, at nearly 78 |
think 1 am as tough as | will get!

SARAH(who has been lambing)

Lambing not finished ....another 3 to
had 23 Ewes with a [ot of Ffirst ti me
lambs. A lot of time spent encouraging then to accept and bond. When nature goe:
wrong [ t6és so hard to correct |t. T

rewarding. 24



Another 2 lambs born today only 2 left to go.....please let them be
soon! Candét wait to get tthem
| / /i ves changing straw and feed

| job we love them all. Every one has a different character. Some
are very friendly, some like you to stroke their heads and some
are jJjust scared. Considering
their instinct to run is still very strong.

BARBARA

When lockdown was announced, we decided to pull up the drawbridge and being
in a vulnerable age bracket, we have not ventured out except for fresh air and
exerci se. /! made an o/ sol ation to Doo
we have first tackled the outside jobs in the sunshine. We are fortunate that our
daughter from Feniton is able to do a weekly shop for us and leave at the front door,
but she stays for a brief chat at a good distance and it is so good to see hi#ve
have also had some fruit & veg delivered and milk from the dairy, so we are very
fortunate.

However, having to spend 24/7 with your other half for the foreseeable future did
seem a bit daunting, but we have managed it ok for the past 7 weeks without any
friction. There have been ti mes when
working in his study, or he has been outside (mostly lounging in a chair in the
sunshine | have to say!!) and | have been busy in the kitchen. We open the gate:
down each side of the house and power walk 20 laps at a time each day (him fastel
than me on account of my dodgy hips?!), including 100 steps up and down the
raised part of the patiod Pete does the 100, | do 20! We have planted vegetables;
onions, runner beans and courgettes, painted the side fences until the paint ran out,
but, hopefully, Wickes will deliver some more in a couple of weeks so that we can
finish off, and pruned everything that needed it. No bedding plants to go in this year
but 1 think there will still be plenty of colour to come, as | managed to save all last
yeardés geraniums! | now need a coupl e
repl acement s on the cards a.s. a.p.

on our front bench with tea and cake and call to anyone who passes by for a walk in
the Parish Field (alone or with their dogs). We are so fortunate to have such a lovel)
view from our house of the little stream, trees and fields beyond and the bird song in
the early morning and late afternoon is just amazing. | think we notice it more at the
moment as the village is extra quiet.
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We will no doubt come out of this at least having learnt more about different forms
of communication with family and friends. We are now speaking to them, not just
by phone, but on Skype, WhatsApp and Messenger, depending of course on thei
capability (& mine!!). We talk to friends on Skype each Saturday afternoon and hav
even play a revised game or two of Cribbagé | think the men occasionally cheat at
the scoring, but | candt prove |t/

Finally, my husband Peter has taken over cooking our evenin
meal each Saturday and, so far, with great success. It hé
however been challenging occasionally for our daughter to find
obscure ingredients when doing the shopping, as he does wan
to do something new each timed he has had to deviate slightly
from the recipe at times! | am, of course, banned from the
kitchen whilst cooking is in progress, so that | am not tempted to
interfere (as ifl). When, hopefully, everything returns to normal,
who knows if he will keep this up, but | do hope so!

DI (an amusing conversatiomvith her young grandaughterAmelie)

Amelie was rising 5 when she started primary school. Each reception child |
assigned a year 6 ‘buddy’ to look out for them during playtime and lunch break
Such a good idea. Amelie was excited to tell me about her first day, as we walke
home. This was the conversation.

Amelie; Granny, | have a buddy at school.

Granny: How lovely. What's her name Amelie?

Amelie: | can’'t remember, but she has spots.

Granny: Oh do you mean freckles?

Amelie: No Granny, that's not her name............

Out of the mouths of babes!!

MARILYN

! was furloughed from work on 1st April and cannot wait to get back! | had got usea
to my lovely husband John doing the housework and cooking the dinner during the
week. As | am now home, he has forgone the housework, although he does st
cook on the odd evening. However, | do think this lock down has made me a little
mad, as last week | suggested Spring cleaning our home ...bad idea!
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! actually had one morning where | thought | would pretend to have a
headache (!) to get me out of cleaning, but then looked at my poor husband's
swollen arthritic elbow and offered to do the last two rooms myself.think a
few more Springs will have to come and go before | do that again!

We do shopping for some neighbours and | walk each day for an hour with Jan
Sanders, she on one side of the road and me on the other. My Pilates teacher
has kindly downloaded a class for me so | can exercise as well. | count myself
lucky that I live in such a beautiful place.

Finally, a poem from Di our President

Times Past and Present

Now that we are deep in lockdown

And the lives we lived, on hold

/'ve taken a moment to reflect on life now
And back, in days of old.

It's Whimple WI centenary, in July
With plans in place to celebrate

All suspended now, no chance to party
Thwarted, stymied, by the hand of fate.

/'ve looked over past meetings' minutes

‘!\:g& With our plans set down in black and white
Theatretrips, speakers, skittles and lunches
Now scuppered out of sight.
\\* Just as it was 100 years ago
Following strife and loss in wartime
@ We face challenges evolving now
q?/" That we've not seen in our lifetime.

’! As did those women back in 1920
e When they set up Whimple Wi
‘:\ We can grow, evolve, learn and ponder

Reevaluate, we can if we try.
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So, spare a thought for such inspiring women
Seeking to improve a woman's role

Through support in education and community
War and grief having taken its toll.

We feel the kinship with them
Lives on hold whilst we fight the virus
100 years of fellowship and friendship
Certain to bind and inspire us.

So, if we can't meet up to celebrate

{LINB I GK2dAKGZ 2NJ N AasS |
To mark our centenary in July
For dear ladies long gone and, those still here.

I hope all our members enjoyed our first attempt (we also included a quiz for them).

| see that our wonderful village has risen to the current challenge and Whimpl
What 6s On reports so many pe 6wdldonedabof r
you and thank you. Stay well.

Barbara Ackland
For more information on Whimple WI, please contad¥larilyn Mills on 821860

LOdeOWﬂ Rainbowilled windows,

By Natalie TempleMurray Tegldies wave from their sills,
Vacant roads, Neighbours unite,

Wild walkers, Clapping the heroes,

Carefree cyclists, This is lockdown,

Blossoming trees,
Bleating lambs,
This is lockdown.

Hundreds of hellos,
Warm smiling faces,

Families finding time for each
other,

The sun shines down,
This is lockdown.

Sand tray sandcastles,

Paddling pool sploshes,

Colourful painted blades of grass,
Continuous baking,

Endless cuddles from little arms,
This is lockdown.

This is lockdown;
Letds not frown.
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Crowd

Anyone who knows me, knows of my fondness for gadgets.
A few weeks ago, my son was keen to tell me that Aldi were
selling 3D printers at a very good price. That seemed to b
too good an opportunity to miss, so | bought one.

You might say oOWhat on eart
device you attach to a computer that can build a solid object
by laying down very thin line of molten plastic, no thicker
than sewing thread, on a flat plate. It lays down layer upol
layer very slowly building up a solid object. With clever
software it can build quite complex shapes. Great fun, bu
again you might say oWhat p
Just a few weeks ago, the world changed because of the coronavirus pandemic al
the news on TV was full of stories about the desperate shortage of PPE for the NH

This prompted six 3D printing enthusiasts to get together to suggest that perhaj
they, and anyone else who has suitable printer, might have a role to play in maki
the urgently needed face shield8 so the call went out to anyone with a 3D printer
to start makingthemand t he 63D Crowdd was born

To cut a long story short, what started as a handful of people printing a few doze
face shields, has grown to over 8000 volunteers and nearly 2,500 hospita
(including Nightingale hospitals), GP surgeries, social care
organisations and pharmacies across UK have been given fa{
shields.

Our community is an amazing mix of children, OAPs andi
hobbyists who are working round the clock with schools,
university departments and companies to create thousands (
much needed face shields to protect people tackling R\
coronavirus in their local communities.

So far we have produced over 160,000 face shield kits but w
are still struggling to meet huge demand. So If, like me, yofl
have a 3D printer and want to help, go to
https://3dcrowd.org.uk/, sign up and join us.

Face shield
parts ready

to go to the
You could also help by making a donation that would be used 3D Crowd
to buy more of the materials that we need. Again seg¢ assembly
https://3dcrowd.org.uk/ for details. Hhubt 'rr‘]
As anotherwelk nown super mar ket sayls OEON

Bob Scanlan
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PLANK
Master
T h d t C h er See our e|te: Iackmirdle.net

Find us on Facebook
T: 01404 823081 for more details or to contact us:

O \x1 M 07881 942516 | V1404823083 empal1@icloud.com

= New look, same great band!
daniel.plank@yahoo.com
djpmasterthatcher.co.uk

/ rO i n W i Z CI rd Drainage and water main soiution

“@Sla(l)i

Ma Glel@

* blockages s septictank/treatment
e jetting plantinstallation

e CCTVsurveys s soakawayproblems

® repairs e waterleak detection
* lining e waterleak repairs

e draintracing s moling

e pitch fibre reforming ® renewals

e pipebursting

Tel: 01392 461670

Mobile: 07834 712345

www.drainwizard.co.uk




= An introduction to Otter Valley Veg

to tell you about a new business that | have set up

For me fresh business ideas during lockdown became a necessity
rather than a luxury!

| am a freelance musician and soul engineer by trade but came to Devon to visit my
Mum during a week off in March. During that week, lockdown was enforced and
the world of show business shut down over night.

After about a week into lockdown it began to dawn on me that even after

| ockdown I ifts, people probably arend:
or theatres. In fact the world of work that | left may well be unrecognisable after all
of this. So what should | do?

| realised that with people staying at home and isolating and with the increase in
demand for home delivery services there was a need for a service which | could
provide. | set out to start a business within a week with no starting costs. | got in
touch with several contacts in the food and catering industry as well as local
produce suppliers and after setting up a Facebook page and rudimentary ordering
system, starting taking orders. | think it was eight days from conception to launch.
We present a new list of produce every week and people can either download, fill
out and return the list via email or call up and place an order over the phone.
Delivery is free for all orders over £20.00.

If there is anything that is not on our list then we encourage people to make
suggestions and request and the endeavour to find what people need.

The business is called Otter Valley Veg and we offer a straight to your door, quality
vegetable and grocery delivery service with a personal touch.

We have an online presence with website www.ottervalleyveg Facebook
@ottervalleyveg and instagram ottervalleyveg

Phone number is 07933 515524

Email

orders@ottervalleyveg.com

vm[py My name is Josh Podbury. | grew up in Whimple and | would like
VEG
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mailto:orders@ottervalleyveg.com

