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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD                            
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

     

    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 ²9 ARE SO PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT WE WILL BE 
OPENING FOR 7 DAYS A WEEK AGAIN  FROM 

MAY 1ST 
THIS WILL BE FOR OUTSIDE SERVICE ONLY UNTIL THE 

GUIDELINES  ALLOW US TO FULLY OPEN. 
PLEASE CONTACT US FOR ALL ENQUIRIES.  

 KEEP AN EYE ON ôWHIMPLE WHATõS ONõ AND OUR OWN 
FACEBOOK PAGE FOR NEWS AND UPDATES. 
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Welcome to the April edition of Whimple News 
 

April is with us, the clocks have changed and spring is in the air. Not only that, the 
easing of restrictions and even the end of lockdown are in sight. Life may not quite 
be back to normal yet but at least village life can start again, and this is the theme of 
our latest issue.  

In the pages that follow, two of our local pubs tell us about their plans for re-
opening. The Thirsty Farmer will be serving drinks in the garden from the beginning 
of May and the Jack in the Green will be opening its doors on 19th. We will have to 
wait a little longer to know what is to become of the New Fountain.  

The Victory Hall, will open its doors again on 17th May. It may not be back to 
normal until the end of April - but at least itõs a start. It is good to see that the Hall is 
nearing its centenary fund-raising target. The Hall had great plans to celebrate its 
centenary last year but lockdown put paid to most of that. However, we will soon 
have another centenary to celebrate when the Thirsty Farmer reaches the same 
milestone. 

Talking of celebrations, it is great to see that the Village Week Team are steaming 
ahead with preparations for Village Week. Less than a fortnight after we emerge 
from lockdown, Village Week will be under way. We can look forward to enjoying 
Village Day together on Saturday 10th July. The team are going to need lots of help 
but what better way to mark the end of lockdown. Letõs make it a day to remember! 

There is also good news from the Coleridge Medical Centre. Having done a 
magnificent job with vaccinations, they will soon be re-starting their routine medical 
services. What a great job they have done! We should also remember the stirling 
work done by others who throughout this pandemic have kept working for the 
benefit of us all. I am thinking of the Primary School, the Pre-school, Jenny and Mark 
at the shop, the postmen and women and so many more. We thank them all. 

Change is afoot in the horticultural world. You will see that the VPA is changing its 
name to ôThe Whimple and District Gardening Clubõ. Only time will tell whether the 
ôthe WDGCõ will roll off the tongue as easily as ôthe VPAõ used to.  

I cannot finish without drawing attention to Paul Sharkeyõs superb photograph, on 
our front cover. Paul has posted several of his wildlife photographs on ôWhimple 
Whats Onõ. If you too are a keen photographer, or perhaps a beginner who wants a 
pick up a few tips, why not join the Whimple Photography Group Facebook Group 
on https://bit.ly/Whimple Photography Group or click on the link on our website. 

If you would like to contribute to our June edition we would love to hear from you. 
You can email me at bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, by 12th May please, or drop a note 
through either my door. (Albecq, The Green) or Sallyõs (32, Whiteway Close, 
opposite the Thirsty Farmer) é and let me know about any events you are planning 
so they can go in a revived ôWhatõs on in Whimpleõ. 

Now where did I put the charcoal? 

Bob Scanlan 
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Just a reminder of our opening hours ð weekdays 8.00am to 6.00pm ð weekends 
9.00am to midday. 

Most of you know that the shop has been for sale since July 2018. The only real 
offer we have had was early on from someone who wanted to change it into a 
cookery school. We have had interest and have current interest but no firm offers.  

This puts us in a difficult situation because we need to see an end date to running 
the shop. So we will be looking at other options such as leasing. Either way we will 
be carrying as normal for the time being and will keep you all informed of any new 
ideas that are put to us. 

We have been running the shop with generally one person as it has been pretty 
quiet during the last few months. We have found this to work well so far but we will 
change things if trading settles back into a routine. At the moment the busy times 
vary but generally late morning and early afternoon is busy so we have two people 
working between noon and 1.00pm to help with this. Generally two people are also 
there from 5.00pm to close also. Sometimes the queue looks enormous but if 
people are outside of the shop and are distancing correctly, that may mean that only 
2 - 3 people are waiting.  

If you think you have a transaction that may take some time, please try to come in 
between noon and 1.00pm or after 5.00pm. 

Post Office 
The Post Office is open the same hours as the shop.  

We offer a good range of banking services and postal services with Royal Mail and 
Parcelforce. We are always happy to advise you. 

We effectively look after the Post Office for them and receive a commission for 
doing that. It is a separate business to the shop and we canõt combine transactions. 
Basically the Post Office sells postal services and provides banking services. All other 
items ð such as stationery comes from the shop.  

Royal Mail are offering many new services and not all are available at the Post 
Office and not all online postage can be accepted by us. Please read the details 
carefully when buying services on line. If it says post must be taken to a Royal Mail 
Centre then this is not a Post Office and the nearest centre is in Sowton. 

We always need to weigh things being posted so please help us by putting items on 
the scales and passing them over to us for processing. Also, if you are sending items 
overseas you will need to complete a customs label. We are happy to give you a 
label to complete before you bring your parcel in. Each item in the parcel should be 
weighed and listed on your customs label and the whole form should be completed 
in block capitals and be clearly legible.  

Mark and Jenny 
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 
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IT support  
 

I can offer IT support to those working from home.  

Just message me or email cjtemplemurray@gmail.com  

Chris  

Mad March news 
Spring is in the air and the vaccination programme continues apace. Primary care 
has issued 80% of the vaccinations nationally thus far and risen to the challenge 
with enthusiasm and dedication. Staff and volunteers have worked tirelessly at our 
local sites at evenings and weekends and we are grateful to them for their service. 
The vaccinations for the under-50s will likely be offered at mass vaccination sites as 
we are beginning to see our usual work pushed to the side and need to attend to 
core business! To this end lots of you in the community will have received 
invitations to come in for your annual checks on your long-term conditions and we 
will make the surgery a safe and welcoming place for you to attend. We are excited 
and looking forward to some restoration of services. We are exploring innovative 
and sustainable ways of working and providing access to services across our patch 
with our neighbouring practices in Honiton and Sidmouth. We are part of a Primary 
Care Network with them and will be looking at the positives as well as the less 
positive lessons learnt from the pandemic. 

Since January we have had several key new members of the team join us. I hope 
you will check out and welcome the new doctors and nurses on our website or 
when you check in for treatment. We have had an excellent round of recruitment 
and are very fortunate to have some talented new members of staff who bring 
additional skills and competencies from as far afield as the Channel Islands! We also 
have a new registrar, Dr Harriet Roberts. Harriet is a qualified doctor who is 
specialising in General Practice and will be with us we hope for over a year. She is 
passionate about environmental issues and a keen cyclist and runner. We continue 
to offer placements to medical students and are grateful for your support in helping 
these young undergraduates gain some experience in the profession they are joining 

Finally, may we wish you a very happy Easter and a cautious welcome to some 
increased social interaction in April, May and June with continued caution and 
diligence as advised. 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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 Whimple Victory Hall  
 

On 7th April the hall will be 101 years old and has been a real asset for the village 
ever since. Weõve had a tremendous response to our current fund-raising drive for 
hall refurbishment and a recent very large donation will take the amount on the 
thermometer to nearly £12,000.  

We are currently undertaking initial investigations on the fabric of the hall and will 
report in a later edition of Whimple News how we are getting on.  

We have managed to remain open for the School and Pre-School throughout the 
last year having undertaken extensive steps to ensure a Covid secure environment 
and undertaking additional cleaning.  

We are delighted that we will be able to open up to a small number of regular 
exercise groups from 17th May whilst still following Government regulations; the 
rule of six or two households, social distancing, hand washing and face masks with 
full adherence to our ôCovid Risk Assessmentõ.  

Full relaxation of Government rules on 21st June 
will enable us to fully re-open for hire and to hold 
events such as Soup and Sarnie, but this will 
depend on confirmation nearer that date.  

Maria Wallis, Chair  

 

Andy 

Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

 

tƛƭŀǘŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 

 
LƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƅŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

 

/ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 

 

IŜƭŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ мΥолǇƳ ŀƴŘ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ уΦллǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ Iǳǘ ƛƴ ²ƘƛƳǇƭŜ 

 

ϻр Ǉŀȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻǊ мн ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ϻрп 
 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ - 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 

aƻōƛƭŜΥ лтфрс мотпфо 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 
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THE JACK IN THE GREEN 
 

The Jack is delighted to be reopening on the 19th May which, 
coincidentally, is just as we begin our 29th year here in Rockbeare. As a 
team we canõt wait to get back to serving guests againé.. we have now 
survived three recessions and a pandemic so must be doing something 
right! During this latest lockdown weõve been busy giving the kitchen an 
overhaul, sprucing the pub up and writing new menus. We are also 
reopening with some exciting new developments. 

ôFriday Night Fizzõ at the Jack is a great way to start the weekend. Between 
5.00pm and 6.30pm enjoy a delicious selection of complimentary canapes 
on us when you order a bottle of Prosecco or Champagne. Thereõs also a 
new ôSaturday Brunchõ menu available between 9.00am and 11.30am with 
plenty of veggie and vegan options as well as a choice of breakfast baps 
and sandwiches. The pub will now be open all-day Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday and weõll also be serving coffee, tea and homemade cakes every 
morning to enjoy inside or out. 

To see all our new menus please visit: www.jackinthegreen.uk.com . 
  

AFTER YET ANOTHER DIFFICULT LOCKDOWN, 
OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES, WHO HAVE BEEN 
UNABLE TO TRADE DURING THIS TIME, WILL 
FINALLY BE WELCOMING YOU THROUGH  

THEIR DOORS AGAIN. 

HUGE THANKS TO THOSE, ESPECIALLY WHIMPLE 
STORES, WHO HAVE TRADED THROUGHOUT. 

IT WILL BE LOVELY TO BE ABLE TO  
SUPPORT THEM ALL AGAIN. 
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Archive pics of the pub during itõs 100 year history 

THE THIRSTY FARMER 

Welcome Back To The Farmer  

From the 1st May we will be welcoming back our guests to the garden of The 
Thirsty Farmer, for the first time this year.  

We will be serving hog roasts and wood-fired pizzas from the garden.  

We have lots of exciting things to look forward to this year, including our 
Whimple Supper Club on the first Wednesday of each month, Breakfast on 
Saturdays and Sundays, our Dolly Parton and Micheal Buble Tribute nights as 
well as our regular band nights - hopefully starting on Friday 25th June with 
Phish Taco.  

As well as our regular band nights we will also be hosting a monthly quiz and 
providing all your favourites, such a live sport, steak nights and somewhere 
for you to meet up with your friends and family.  
 

We are looking forward to seeing you all back at The Thirsty Farmer and 
enjoying life together and making The Thirsty Farmer a pub Whimple can be 
proud of.  

2021 is a very exciting year for The Thirsty Farmer as the pub has 
been in its current location for 100 years,  

to celebrate we will be hosting several events to commemorate the 
centenary, including our ôProhibition Flapper and Jazzõ party.  
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Many villagers have been asking what the latest is 
with the ôNew Fountain Innõ planning application, so here is an 
update of the current situation. 

Over 300 ôobjectionsõ were registered with East Devon District 
Council, to the planning application and no ôsupportersõ came 
forward. The ôapplicantõ subsequently submitted a response, to 
which many villagers re-iterated their objections  

There are now several routes that the application can take and we 
will keep you in the picture as and when developments happen.  

If the application goes to ôCommitteeõ then this will be in April at the 
earliest, due to Easter it is more likely to be May  

In the meantime, our plans are continuing to look at financing the 
purchase of The New Fountain Inn as a Community Asset.  

If anyone has any experience of community purchasing or would be 
interested in fundraising, please do let us know.  
 

Thanks everyone for your continued enthusiasm, energy and 
commitment to saving our ôNew Fountain Innõ  

Gill Wilson ñ on behalf of Save Whimpleõs New Fountain Inn Group 
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Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

1Ì×ÈÐÙÚɯÛÖɯ+ÐÚÛÌËɯÈÕËɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ/ÙÖ×ÌÙɪ

ÛÐÌÚ 

3ÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ+ÐÔÌɯ,ÖÙÛÈÙɯ1Ì×ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎ 

!ÙÐÊÒɯ1Ì×ÈÐÙÚɯ-ɯ6ÈÓÓÐÕÎɯ 

 

"ÓàÚÛɯ2Ûȭɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌȮɯ-ÌÈÙɯ$ßÌÛÌÙ 

 

ɯɯ3ÌÓȯɯƔƕƗƝƖɯƜƛƝƜƖƘɯ,ÖÉȯɯƔƛƜƖƙɯƚƝƜƙƔƛ 

$ÔÈÐÓȯɯÐÕÍÖɑÈÉÈÊÜÚÚÛÖÕÌÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

6ÌÉȯɯÞÞÞȭÈÉÈÊÜÚÚÛÖÕÌÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

  

Window Cleaner 

High reach hot water system 

Frames and doors all in 

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned 

 

 

 

For that personal service 

Sean  
Harris  
814963 

07737 419077 
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Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
òAll your chimney needsó 

 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 


