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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD                            
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

     

    

 

 

 

 

 

  CURRENT OPENING HOURS 
MONDAYS:    5pm FOR DRINKS ONLY (EXCEPT BANK HOLIDAYS) 
TUES-THURS:  FOOD SERVED  12-2pm     5pm - Close 
FRIDAYS:         12 - Close   FOOD ALL DAY 
SATURDAYS:  10.30am - Close   FOOD  ALL DAY 
SUNDAYS:      12 Midday - Close    FOOD ALL DAY 

SPECIALS 
SATURDAY BRUNCH IS BACK 10..30 - 2pm! 
TUESDAY IS PIZZA NIGHT 5.30 - 9pm 
THURSDAY NIGHT IS STEAK NIGHT  5.30 - 9pm 
TAPAS x 3 AND  A MEDIUM GLASS OF HOUSE WINE ONLY £15 
Friday Kids eat  HALF PRICE between 3.30  and 5pm (kidõs menu) 

LOOK OUT FOR UPDATES IN WHIMPLE WHATõS ON! 

²9 ARE SO PLEASED TO BE OPEN 
BOTH INSIDE AND IN THE 

OUTSIDE AREAS NOW. FOR TABLES 
INDOORS, WE CAN BOOK UP TO 6 

CUSTOMERS FROM MIXED 
HOUSEHOLDS PER TABLE, OR ANY 

AMOUNT FROM TWO 
HOUSEHOLDS, UNDER CURRENT 

GUIDELINES. 
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Welcome to our end of lockdown edition 
 

Iõm delighted to have been given the opportunity to pen this Welcome to the 
latest edition of The News! 

The overwhelming feeling that runs through this edition is that of opportunity 
and reawakening ð given what the last 14 months have meant for us all. I am 
sure I am not alone in delighting in the fact that those businesses who have had 
to endure lockdown, now have the ability to go back to doing what they love 
doing ð looking after their customers. I have played my part and already 
reacquainted myself with The Jack in the Green and The Thirsty Farmer ð thank 
you for the warm welcome back. 

Throughout the difficult months of the pandemic, Mark and Jenny (and their 
team) have kept going and made sure that anyone who needed to use the shop 
and Post Office could do so, despite the challenges. For many they have been 
close to an Emergency Service, we owe them a real debt of gratitude, so again I 
say on behalf of the village ð a heartfelt òThank Youó. 

Both the shop and the New Fountain are now at a watershed, with changes 
coming ð see inside for more detail and comment. 

Our local weathermen also share the latest ôstatsõ for the village micro-climate ð 
all I know is that May has been blooming wet and cold thus far! 

Again, looking forward, this edition carries information re an absolutely packed 
Village Week, local groups restarting their activities and further easing of the 
required restrictions on getting together to do whatever it is we do together as 
groups ð neighbours, friends, likeminded people with shared interests, as well 
as families. I imagine the village will again have that real and palpable ôbuzzõ 
about it that we all enjoy! The Victory Hall is back in full swing with many of the 
usual events restarting, with only a few remaining restrictions ð who would 
have thought that ôWhiff Whaffõ was deemed rigorous? 

Claire Rayner has become the Parish Clerk, following on from Kevin Finch, so a 
warm welcome to her in the role, and thanks to Kevin for what did over his 
tenure. I for one am grateful for the hard work Kevin put in, in serving the 
village, as well as the ease with which he could be contacted and friendliness in 
all our dealings. 

Enjoy this edition of The News and the normality I hope we can now enjoy for 
the long term. If we can, letõs all get out there and support our local businesses. 

If you would like to contribute to our August edition we would love to hear 
from you. You can email Bob at bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, by 13th July please, 
or drop a note through either Bobõs door. (Albecq, The Green) or Sallyõs (32, 
Whiteway Close, opposite the Thirsty Farmer). 

Miles Leonard 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whatõs on in Whimple 
 

As we go to print, we still do not know for sure whether lockdown will be fully 
lifted on 21st June or could be delayed.  

We do know, however, that a lot of effort has gone into planning a return to 
something like normal life in our village from the beginning of July.  

Events in the Victory Hall, Village Week and Village Day are being arranged with a 
great deal of care to make sure that everyone stays safe as we emerge from this 
pandemic.  

So letõs stay optimistic and give them our full support  
 

May 
17th Zumba and snooker resume in the Victory Hall 
25th Exercise classes for older people start in the Victory Hall 
 

June 
16th Devon Over 50s v Somerset at the Cricket Club 
22nd Parish Council meeting in the Victory Hall at 7.00pm 
29th Devon Seniors v Worcestershire at the Cricket Club 
 

July 
Village Week - watch out for the ducks! More details on page 32. 

  3rd Tale Valley Choir Whimple Church 3.00pm. Details on page 31 
  4th VPA trip to Hartland Abbey. Details on page 53 
5-8th WhimpOlympics begin in the Parish Field 4.00pm 
  5th Pizza making for Kids at the Thirsty Farmer 4.00pm 
  6th History Society Treasure Hunt and Alfresco BBQ at the Heritage Centre 

starts at 5.30pm 
  6th  Skittles tournament at The Thirsty Farmer begins 
  7th  Unveiling of ôWhimple in Stichõ at the Heritage Centre 2.00pm 
  7th Whimpletonsõ Quiz Night at the Victory Hall 6.30pm. Details on page 19. 
  8th Tennis Club open evening at the Tennis Club with BBQ. 6.00pm 
  8th Whimple & Broadclyst Young Farmers Bingo at the Victory Hall 7.00pm 
  9th Cricket Club Youth Coaching at the Cricket Club 
  9th An Evening with Jim Causley at the Victory Hall see page 37 for details 
10th Village Day Starts at 11.30am with the warm up for the fun run followed 

by lots for the whole familyto enjoy. Details on pages 32 to 38. 
 

August 
  1st Ben Moon Testimonial T20: Rugby XI v Exeter City XI at the Cricket Club 
20th  Whiteways Cup  at the Cricket Club 
 

Other events will get under way as things return to normal. Keep an eye on 
the Whimple News Website and ôWhimple Whayõs Onõ on Facebook for 
the latest information.  
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Unfortunately there is no update on the sale of the shop.  We have had a few more 
viewings so we are hopeful of movement soon. 

If we really canõt sell then we will be looking to lease the shop out. If we decide to 
go down this route then we will let the village know as there is an opportunity for 
people to get together to run the shop as a community enterprise and we would 
give you first refusal to do this. 

We are carrying on as usual with lots of lovely fresh local produce. Eggs, milk and 
bread all come from within a few miles. We have great fruit and veg from Dart Fresh 
at Clyst St George. They work closely with local and UK growers to buy best quality 
affordable produce where possible.  

With all of our fresh produce we are a small buyer so we cannot always compete 
with supermarket prices. Having said that our eggs and happy shopper range of 
products are amazing quality at great prices and we try to buy seasonal fruit and veg 
to help keep prices down. 

It has stayed pretty quiet for us and we havenõt seen a return to a regular routine. 
Getting our staffing levels right is difficult at the moment and most of the time there 
will be just one of us running the shop and post office.  We have sadly had to say 
goodbye to Helen. She has always had a lovely smile for everyone and was a valued 
member of our team.  

Most days there is a cross over time between 12 and 1pm and again between 5 and 
6pm. There will be two of us there at other times to help with times that we know 
will be busier and if new ôpinch pointsõ occur we can adapt accordingly. 

Post Office 

If you need to do something complicated or time consuming at the Post Office we 
would appreciate you coming in when there are two of us there if at all possible. 
You can help us to speed things up by leaving large quantities of posting with us for 
processing, you can bag up coins in complete bags for banking, you can take 
customs labels so your parcels are ready to post and you can speak to us at the 
shop to ask for information and banking envelopes. Please have your parcels and 
letters in a fit state ready for posting and remember you need to be able to tell us 
what is inside the parcel and the value. 

We are always happy to give advice and we are really grateful to all of you who 
already use drop and go services or ask for ôbest timesõ when needing extra help.  

We know how important the Post Office is to everyone but the reality is that it is not 
a very financially rewarding enterprise and they are not a particularly easy company 
to work with. Royal Mail are negotiating new contracts which are not great and 
could see a reduction in income as well as starting new services that cut out the 
Post Office altogether.  

We are hopeful that someone will take on the Post Office when they take on the 
shop.  
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Whimple Parish Council  
 

Whimple Parish Council would like to say a heartfelt thank you to Kevin Finch for all 
his hard work and dedication to the role of Parish Clerk. Kevin has decided to step 
down from the role after four fantastic years in post having offered invaluable 
support and expertise to the Parish Council, he will be sorely missed. Claire Rayner 
has been appointed in the role and is now the contact if you need to contact the 
Parish Council. Please note that the number for the Parish Council has changed to 
01404 812570.  

The Parish Council would also like to inform residents that meetings are now 
returning to face to face meeting in the Victory Hall. The next Parish Meeting is 
Tuesday 22nd June at 7.00pm.  

Claire Rayner, Clerk to the Parish Council 

We have to give six months notice to finish so we will have to start that process 
soon. Effectively we give notice to quit but can carry on until someone takes it on. 
That can be quicker or longer so us giving notice is not necessarily a termination but 
if we donõt start the process it could drag out any future sale.   

Hopefully that will keep everyone up to date with what is going on. 

Mark and Jenny 
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Opening up services 
 

The last year has offered up many new challenges for all of us and we have all 
been made to adapt to new ways of working and socialising. This has been 
especially evident in how we have been able to safely look after our patients in 
a global pandemic. 

For months, we have been working with a ôtriage firstõ approach where every 
patient is offered a telephone appointment with a nurse practitioner or GP first, 
and then offered a face-to-face appointment if the clinician thinks it is necessary. 
Occasionally we have been able to offer routine phone appointments with a 
GP, which can often only be booked a few weeks in advance. 

As you can imagine, our reception staff and clinicians have been working 
tirelessly to manage this increasing workload. We are sure that you have 
experienced the longer queues on our phone system and the wait for an 
appointment with a GP of your choice. 

With your help, we would like to start opening some of our services back up. 

When contacting the practice from June, you will be offered the choice of 
being placed on the duty triage list to receive a call back from a clinician on the 
day, or you will be offered the next available appointment with a GP of your 
choice. 

The duty triage list is only for patients who have an urgent, on-the-day medical 
need. If your condition is not urgent, and you are able to wait for the next 
available appointment, please do so. This will allow us to free up more 
clinicians, so that more routine appointments can be booked with your 
preferred GP or nurse practitioner. 

As you all are, we are very eager to return to some sense of normality in our 
daily lives and return to a more efficient and sustainable way of running the 
practice and seeing patients. To make this a reality, we all need to work 
together. By agreeing to wait for the next available appointment (if your 
condition is not urgent), you will be instrumental in helping us to return to a 
similar way of seeing and treating patients as we were pre-pandemic. 

There is, of course, no guarantee that we will return to the exact same way we 
were working before the pandemic but with your help, we will be able to work 
in a way that will continue to provide excellent patient care with more options 
available to you on how this can be done. 

Thank you for the continued patience and kindness you have shown us over 
the last 14 months. 
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 Whimple Victory Hall  

We're very pleased that the Hall will start to get back to normal from 17th 
May.  

Indoor sessions and exercise classes from 17th May 

Regular hirers must still follow our Risk Assessment, social distancing, 
wearing of masks, hand sanitising and Rule of 6 groupings.   

Zumba and Snooker will start again from the week commencing 17th May, 
a new weekly exercise class for older people commencing 25th May and 
Parish Council meetings will take place from week commencing 22nd June 
(dependant on full relaxation).   

The Model railway group cannot return yet due as there is no clear 
guidance from their professional body to date.  Table tennis is classified as 
rigorous exercise and cannot commence until after full relaxation.  

The kitchen will remain closed for use until there is full relaxation of 
regulations.  

Hire, sessions and classes from 21st June 

Unfortunately, we cannot be certain about the numbers allowed, or any 
mandatory precautions we will have to adhere to, for hirings after the 21st 
of June.  We will announce details as soon as we can - hopefully in the few 
days preceding 21st June. 

For any hire enquiries, please contact Ali Tierney, the Bookings Secretary 
on 01404 822724.   

Hall works 

We have had a comprehensive drainage survey done and intend to 
undertake refurbishment of the drains over the school summer holidays. 

Refurbishment fund 

Lastly, thank you to all those who have recently and very generously made 
a donation to the Refurbishment fund. The response continues to be 
fantastic and we hope to reach our target very soon.   

Maria Wallis, Chair 
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SAVE THE NEW FOUNTAIN INN UPDATE  

As of the end of May there has still not been any 
decision made on the planning application for the New 

Fountain Inn.  

If the planning application is refused, and the present owner decides to 
sell, then as it is a ôCommunity Assetõ it must be offered to the village first, 
to purchase. The ôSave the New Fountain Groupõ, have been working to 
hard to see if this is a viable option, and should it be offered for sale 
whether the village would like to proceed to purchase and run a 
ôCommunity Pubõ. 

Many of you have filled in a survey, and we would like to thank you for 
doing so. We need to show evidence that Whimple would support a 
ôCommunity Pubõ. Many of you have indicated that you would be and also 
that you would be willing to become financially involved, and would be 
happy to offer a variety of services such as building, plumbing etc. We 
would like to stress that we are at very early stages of planning, and this is 
purely to prove that the purchase could be viable, if it is offered for sale. 

The level of support was also evident at the Heritage Centre earlier this 
month. The diversity of villagers that wish to retain this community space 
was quite evident. This is a community project and we appreciate 
everyoneõs support whether it is baking a cake, delivering surveys or 
purely offering moral support. Please do contact us if you would like to get 
more involved that you already are, you would be very welcome. 
Please be mindful that the car park at The New Fountain it is a private car 
park, and we can not assume that we can use it. If you feel that you would 
like to use the car park for whatever reason then please contact Paddy. 
Paddy has kindly agreed that the car park can be use for the Annual 
Treasure Hunt during Village Week. 

Save the New Fountain. 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 
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Pulling Pints for Centuries 
 

The Thirsty Farmer hasn't always been a 
public house, or called The Thirsty Farmer. 
Built in the mid -1800s it was originally 
called Fordton House. Edward Broom was 
Head of the house in 1861, listed as 
Farmer and Master. By 1881 retired 
farmer and grocer John Trump and his 
farming wife Esther lived and remained at 
Fordton House for over 20 years. They 
used the stables (now The Coach House) 
to hold and sell livestock, jams and cream. 
In 1905 Henry Whiteway bought Fordton 

House and buildings. Henry Whiteway established The Whiteway Cyder Company 
in Whimple in 1896. The company grew to be one of the most influential cyder 
producing companies in England, with its factory providing local employment for 
nearly 100 years. 
 

The New Inn public house was opposite Fordton House (in the building known 
today as òThe Old Innó). The earliest Census of 1841 lists Mr Henry Wright as the 
Publican. By the 1881 Census John Beer was Inn Keeper. When John died in 1915, 
his daugher-in-law Mary took over and continued to run The New Inn after it was 
purchased by St Anne's Well Brewery Co Ltd of Exeter. 
1921 saw a big change. The New Inn needed a lot of renovation work. Henry 
Whiteway (still living at Fordton House) and St Anne's Well Brewery swapped 
properties. Henry took on the The New Inn plot and buildings on either side, and 
The Brewery took on Fordton House and stables. Fordton House was renamed The 
New Inn and a sign still remains on its stable building (now The Coach House). 
Generations of The Beer family continued to run The New Inn for decades, 
overseeing the location swap, working through the merger in 1956 of St Anne's 
Well Brewery and Exeter based brewery Norman & Pring Ltd. Six years later 
Whitbred Brewery purchased St Anne's and inherited The New Inn. 
 

Pat and Dyrick Brown had the pub from 1977 and decided to run a competition to 
rename the pub and The Thirsty Farmer is born. Following on with tradition, in 2018 
Marc and Donna Slater, a competition to give a name to the farmer in the new logo. 
Farmer Burt now proudly swings in the beer garden. 
 

Donna Slater with help from Sue Ayres and Kerry Powell 

A History Of The Thirsty Farmer 
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Publican Roll of Honour 
 

Henry Wright 1840s 

Phillip West 1850s 

Isaac Richards 1850S 

William Gapron 186üs 

 

John Beer 1880s 

 

 

 

Mary Beer 1915 

(daughter-in-law of John Beer) 

 

 

 

Muriel & Freddie Harris 1940s 

(daughter and son-in-law of Mary Beer) 

 

 

 

Cyril & Shirley Braunton 1970s 

 

Pat and Dyrick Brown 1970s 

 

 

 

Colin & Pat Landcombe/Roger Hotchon 1998 

 

 

 

Alison and Michael Corbett  2000 

 

 

Vìckl WooIf/Tanya Williams 2003 

 

Marc & Donna Slater 2018 

Building Ownership 
 

1800s New Inn serves the villagers of 
Whimple 

1800s Fordton House built mid 1800s  

 

 

 

 

 

1905 Fordton House bought by Henry 
Whiteway 

1916 New Inn purchased by St Anne's Well 
Brewery of Exeter 

1921 Henry Whiteway and St Anne's Well 
Brewery swap premises. 

 Fordton House becomes the New  Inn 
 

1956 St Anne's Well Brewery andNorman & 
Prlng Brewery merge 

 

1962 Whitbread Brewery purchasesSt 
Anne's Well Brewery, inheriting The 
New Inn 

 

 

1978 Competition to rename the pub. 

 Pub renamed The Thirsty Farmer 

 

1998 Renovation work. Skittle alley removed 
where the restaurant- is now.  

 Fire place opened up. 

 

2000 Whitbread Brewery sell to Alison & 
Michael Corbett 

 

2003 Pub sold to Enterprise Inns 

 

 

T
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e 



 

18 

Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

1Ì×ÈÐÙÚɯÛÖɯ+ÐÚÛÌËɯÈÕËɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯ/ÙÖ×ÌÙɪ

ÛÐÌÚ 

3ÙÈËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ+ÐÔÌɯ,ÖÙÛÈÙɯ1Ì×ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎ 

!ÙÐÊÒɯ1Ì×ÈÐÙÚɯ-ɯ6ÈÓÓÐÕÎɯ 

 

"ÓàÚÛɯ2Ûȭɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌȮɯ-ÌÈÙɯ$ßÌÛÌÙ 

 

ɯɯ3ÌÓȯɯƔƕƗƝƖɯƜƛƝƜƖƘɯ,ÖÉȯɯƔƛƜƖƙɯƚƝƜƙƔƛ 

$ÔÈÐÓȯɯÐÕÍÖɑÈÉÈÊÜÚÚÛÖÕÌÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

6ÌÉȯɯÞÞÞȭÈÉÈÊÜÚÚÛÖÕÌÊÖÕÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȭÊÖȭÜÒ 

  

Window Cleaner 

High reach hot water system 

Frames and doors all in 

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned 

 

 

 

For that personal service 

Sean  
Harris  
814963 

07737 419077 
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Hello all  
The Whimpletons are delighted to announce that as long as 
things keep going in the right direction there will be a 
Pantomime in February half term.  

OH YES THERE WILL! 

We were unable to celebrate our 25th year with you all so we will be having a 25 
plus 1 instead. Neil has been re-invigorating his creative juices and those of us who 
make it through the tough auditioning process will be handed the top secret scripts 
in a few months time to get to work learning the lines and trying to remember which 
is stage left and right. There are no further details that I can reveal yet,  but I just 
wanted you all to know we are looking forward to donning Sues hand made 
costumes and piling on the makeup and false eyelashes to make you all smile and 
perhaps raise a small titter too.  

We will be holding the village week quiz in July, roadmap permitting however things 
will be a little different this year as there will be a bring your own refreshments and 
snaxcks. Nevertheless we are moving in the right direction and I look forward to 
revealing a little more soon.  

If you would like to get involved in any way be it back stage  front of house or just 
creating mayhem, please get in touch with myself or Neil Walker .  

Let's all continue to stay safe and look after each other.  

Cathy Bartlett-Horwood 

 

Whimple in Stitch 
 

Many of you will be aware we are creating an embroidered òmapó of the 
village.  We have had 54 people aged between 8 ð 81 involved.  Obviously not 
every building can be included, but we hope we have captured the spirit of our 
home.  Now we can meet in small groups, we are currently attaching all the 
individual elements to the background cloth.   

The completed òmapó will be displayed for the first time at the Heritage Centre 
during Village Week.  We are hoping it will be unveiled on Wednesday 7th July 
at 2pm at the Heritage Centre, but the time will be confirmed on the Whimple 
Whatõs on Facebook page and in the window of The Pea nearer the time.   

The completed Whimple in Stitch will then be displayed at Village Day on 10th 
July. 

Thereafter, it will have a permanent home on the wall of The Thirsty Farmer with 
an explanatory text and list of all contributors, including Harry Trimblett of 
Whimple Joinery who is kindly doing the framing.   

Thank you 

Hilary Nowill 
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