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Setting up Whimple Week Day from the air! 

 Photo by Peter Salter 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

 

 

 

  

 OPENING HOURS  

MONDAYS:   BOARD GAMES NIGHT AND OPEN CRIB NIGHT 

    DRINKS ONLY 5-10pm 

TUESDAYS:    Exe Valley PIZZA Co Van at The Farmer from 5pm. 
    Pre-order to take away or very welcome to eat in  our bar 
    Open  5-10pm  for DRINKS 

WEDNESDAYS: WOOD FIRE AND SMOKEHOUSE MENU 
 FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

THURSDAYS:   STEAK NIGHT! 
    FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm      
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

FRIDAYS:    CHARITY COFFEE/TEA & CAKE MORNING  from 9am 

    FOLLOWED BY BRUNCH/LUNCH FOOD 9am-2.30pm  
    FISH FRIDAY DINNER   5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 9am -11.30pm    

SATURDAYS:   BREAKFAST/BRUNCH/LUNCH 10.30am-2.30pm  
     DINNER: 5.30-9pm 
    DRINKS 10.30am - 11.30pm 

SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ROASTS AND FARMERS TABLE 12-6pm  
    DRINKS 12-10pm 

Normal menu available WED-SAT 12-2.30pm/5.30 - 9pm SUN 12-6pm 
    

 

 PRE-BEAUTIFUL DAYS LIVE MUSIC EVENT ON AUGUST 17th! 

   Band night, last Friday of the month from 9pm  

   August - Eat The Rich     Sept - Blue Arse Fly 

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD QUALITY, 
LOCAL PRODUCE. 
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Sarah ôs Editorial  

Well it took three years in the making, but at last Whimple Week took 
place this year - Hooray! Along with Village Day, as the finale on 
Saturday 9th July, and WHAT A SCORCHER it was! Iôm not sure if 
records are kept regarding the temperatures over the years (Phil Dominy 
& David Brewer maybe you could monitor this?), but I imagine this was 
one of the hottest. Not that the heat put people off enjoying themselves - 
there was much laughter, fun, music, singing, racing, eating & drinking. 
Plus skittling, quizzing and bingo, as well as a treasure hunt, free yoga 
and Irish dancing! Such a lot of hard work behind the scenes too, so  
A BIG Thank You to the VW Committee. Do take a look at the various 
photos and reports in this issue if you missed any of it. 
As I write this the schools are breaking up today for Summer holidays, 
with staff and students looking forward to a well-deserved rest. I 
managed to catch a group of Year Six students for an interview, before 
they said farewell to Whimple School. Their imagination, positivity and 
confidence was clear to see, and their astute and witty answers a delight. 
See pages 28&29. 
Residents continue to offer support to those in need. At time of writing 
there are four families hosting Ukrainians in Whimple and, hopefully, by 
the time you receive this edition, one more household will have received 
their guests.  
Courtneys of Whimple held a fantastic event - Whimple Rocks (page19) - 
in aid of FORCE Cancer Charity. The weather, bands & village support 
were all brilliant. 
Our English Summer might have peaked, but our energy hasnôt. There 
are more activities planned for the weeks ahead - Race Night (15th Oct) 
and New Front Row Club dates (see p53) in the Victory Hall, and The 
12th Man Festival (10th Sept) at the Cricket Club. Community Theatre 4 
All has two new performances planned, so find out more on pages11 & 
57. This is just a selection. You canôt get bored in Whimple! 
Developments are already taking place at Whimple Station with FOWST 
(Friends of Whimple Station) and, hopefully, with The New Fountain Inn. 
Talking of pubs. Congratulations to all at The Thirsty Farmer for their new 
Award. As Rev. Mark comments - What a GREAT community we are! 
 
So, enjoy the rest of the Summer and do send us any articles, photos or 
information you would like to share in the next edition. Send by email to 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk before Sept 12th, please. 

Take Care 
Sarah Thackeray 

 

mailto:bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk
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Whatôs On In Whimple 
 

AUGUST 
 

August 10th:  Entries for the W&DGC Flower & Craft Show to be submitted (page 8) 
August 13th:  W&DGC Flower & Craft Show 
August 16th:  WI Garden Party 
August 17th:  ôNight Beforeõ  Band night at The Thirsty Farmer (see below) 
August 21st:   W&DGC trip to RHS Rosemoor (see pages 8&9) 
August 26th:   Eat The Rich Band Night at The Thirsty Farmer - from 9pm 
August 29th:   Whiteways Cup - Whimple Cricket Club 
August 30th:   The Pirates Of Penzance by Community Theatres 4 All - Cricket Club. 
      (see page 11) 
 

SEPTEMBER. 
 

Sept 10th:      Film Night - Front Row Club. Village Hall 
Sept 12th:      12th Man Festival at the Cricket Club 
Sept 13th:    WI Meeting - Living on the Rocks, Kathryn Kelly, The Hub 2.30pm 
Sept 30th:      Talk by Dr Robert Dunn, organised by W&DGC. (See page 8) 
Sept 30th:       Blue Arse Fly Band Night at The Thirsty Farmer - from 9pm 
 
OCTOBER 
 

October 8th:   W&DGC trip to NT Stourhead, Mere, Wiltshire 
October 8th:   Film Night - Front Row Club. Village Hall 
October 15th: Race Night is back in the Village Hall  (see page 22) 
 

Not to be missed! 

The Thirsty Farmer again 
hosts the Beautiful Days 
warm-up gig ôThe Night 
Beforeõ on Wednesday 

17thAugust. 

Always fun, with a mix of folk, 
country and humour. 

Something for everyone. 

Sal 
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We would like to say a big thank you to the people of Whimple for the ongoing 
support of the Stores. We have had many positive comments about the layout 
changes that we made at Easter and we believe that the extra space is encouraging 
shoppers to browse freely of our range of products. We cannot stock everything, 
but make an effort to provide a comprehensive range and can often get things in 
from suppliers if there is demand. We also make an effort to bring in ôprice-markedõ 
products, which provides both transparency on product pricing and lower prices 
than the same products elsewhere. For example, an 85p price marked can of drink 
will have a recommended price of £1.05 in other shops. 

Dogs in Shops 

We have received a number of queries as to why we allow dogs in the shop when 
other retailers do not and thought that we could explain this here. Food Hygiene 
Regulations place the responsibility on us, the owners, to determine if we can allow 
access by animals to the shop area, whilst preventing access to unpackaged food 
products where the risk of contamination is greatest. As there was already a policy 
set by the previous owners, and unpackaged food is out of reach, we did not wish 
to upset Whimple dog owners by changing the policy without justification. Most of 
the dogs who visit the shop are trained and very well behaved and their visit is brief. 
We have though had a couple of incidents, which have upset customers, and we 
will work with the owners to prevent these situations in the future. 

Post Office 

We have now operated Whimple Stores and Whimple Post Office for eight months 
and while the Stores are doing well, the Post Office continues to be a financial and 
personal drain on the business. Post Office Ltd. pay a small fee to us for each 
transaction we conduct such as selling postage or providing cash. This fee covers 
approximately a third of the staff cost to manage the transaction. The rest of the staff 
cost is subsidised by ourselves. There are a lot of other activities that we are 
required to perform which are unpaid, and the till system (Horizon) is so complex 
that it can only be used by shop staff after undergoing extensive training at our cost. 
It also provides a large financial risk to us if a staff member makes a mistake. We 
believe that the business model of Post Office Ltd. in regards to small shops is 
exploitative and we cannot continue to subsidise this facility. 

We are now undertaking a review of how we can continue to provide essential 
community banking services using a less complex till system and provide postal 
services through alternative providers. We will run a consultation meeting with 
Whimple Village in the late summer / early Autumn to lay out our proposals for 
alternative services. We will provide more information from the Stores once the 
consultation date has been finalised. 

Many thanks 

Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and Team 
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The Parish Council would like to start the development of the Town Lane Play 
Area. The Councillors will liaise with the Primary School regarding what sort of play 
items the children would like for the area. However, if you or your child have any 
ideas, please contact the Parish Council at whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com 

  

The Parish Council are looking for a local maintenance contractor to do small up 
keep jobs around the village and grounds-keeping. If you would like more 
information, please email whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com or call 01404812570. 

 Claire Rayner 

Whimple Parish Council Clerk 

01404 812570 

http://whimpleparishcouncil.weeby.com 

The Parish Clerk is part time and emails/telephone 

messages will normally be responded to within  

72 hours of receipt Monday to Friday 

 

WHIMPLE PARISH COUNCIL NOTICE 
TOWN LANE PLAY AREA! HELP NEEDED, PLEASE. 

mailto:whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://whimpleparishcouncil.weeby.com/
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On Saturday 11th June we had another coach trip. This time the trip was to the 
Subtropical Gardens and Swannery at Abbotsbury. It was another very successful trip 
where those who went were able to see the wonderful gardens and the swans with all 
their newly hatched cygnets, which is a truly impressive sight. Our thanks to Doreen 
Staddon and Brian Nelson for organising this trip. 

 

We have another coach trip planned for Sunday 21st August and this will be to the now 
annual RHS Flower Show at Rosemoor. This event keeps getting better year on year, 
so make sure you donõt miss out. A booking form is included with this edition of the 
News. Forms can also be obtained from the Whimple Stores. 

 

After a two year break, it is good to have our annual Flower and Craft Show on August 
13th. By now I am sure you have all been busy preparing your exhibits and all you 
keen gardeners will be hoping that the elements do not conspire against you and spoil 
the wonderful flowers and vegetables you have been lovingly looking after! We are 
looking forward to having a bumper show again this year. Schedules and entry forms 
are available at the Whimple Stores and all entries have to be handed in at the Billiard 
Room at the rear of the Victory Hall on Wednesday 10th August between the hours of 
6.30pm and 9.00pm. 

 

We have three other events planned this year. On Friday 30th September, we will be 
having a talk from Dr Robert Dunn who is a Met Office Scientist. His talk will be on 
Climate Change with the emphasis on òThe Implications for Agriculture, Horticulture 
and our Gardensó. Clearly there is a huge focus on this topic at the moment, so it 
should be a very interesting talk. This will be followed by our final coach trip of the 
year which will be to the National Trust Stourhead, Mere, Wiltshire on Saturday 8th 
October. Our final event of the year will be the return of our increasingly popular quiz 
in November. Details in the next edition of the News. 

 

In the meantime, we are very much looking forward to the return of the Flower Show.  

Paul Wilson,  

Chairman, Whimple & District Gardening Club  
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     Whimple & District Gardening Club  

 Visit to RHS Rosemoor on Sunday 21st August 2022 
                                   

To book please complete the form below.    

 

Name.................................................................................................. 

 

Tel. no.   .................................................... 

 

e-mail address.................................................................................  

e-mails to more than you will be sent Bcc.      

 

Please enter below number of seats required.                                                  

     

GC members Ã11.50pp. Number of seats é.........  

Non-GC members £13.00pp. Number of seats ............. 

The price includes coach, gardens, and Plant Fair. 

 I enclose a cheque for £.....................         made payable to  

Whimple & District Gardening Club 
 

Please delete as appropriate: - 

I wish to get on the coach at the  

Canaan Way car park Ottery 9.00am // the Square Whimple 9.15am. 

If you wish to get on the coach at Whimple please return completed 
form with cheque to Mrs Doreen Staddon, 1,Allergrove Cottages, 
Whimple EX5 2TJ (Tel 01404 823594). If you wish to get on the coach 
at Ottery to Brian Nelson, Gerway House, Gerway Lane, Ottery St 
Mary EX11 1PW (Tel 01404 813643) 

Alternatively, you can hand in your envelope to the Whimple Stores or 
Roberts Hardware, Ottery St. Mary. 
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 Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
òAll your chimney needsó 

 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 
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Hello my friends, 
 

What is the difference between a house and a home? Well, I suppose one is a 
place you live, and one is a place you feel grounded, welcome, safe, part of 
something. Builders create houses, people make homes. The difference is like that 
between a group of houses, say an estate, and a community. Estates are built, but 
communities need to be nurtured. Ironically, both require the supply of labour and 
materials. Houses need bricks, blocks, timber and cement, ground workers, 
bricklayers and carpenters plus numerous other trades. Communities require 
empathy, trust, compassion, time and people who care. 
  
Whimple is an ancient village, the church for example dates back hundreds of 
years and the village would have been there then. Over those hundreds of  years it 
has changed and changed again, houses being built and rebuilt, businesses coming 
and going, farming practices changed, diversified, roads built and improved upon, 
the railway line added, station opened, new families arrived and others moved on. 
The stories of every village are unique, but they also reflect, and are woven into, 
the fabric of the history of our county and country - history is literally made by 
people like you and I. This history is not only written in local papers, books and 
articles, legal documents, and publications held by our very own History Society, 
but also in the graves, monuments and church registers of births, marriages, and 
deaths. 
It is the history of these individuals and families, their lives, loves, losses, hopes 
and dreams which contribute to a community. The everyday dramas which 
somehow inhabit the very fabric of a place and give it meaning. There is an old 
saying óif a tree falls in the forest and no one is there to hear it, does it make a 
sound?ô. Well, in a very similar way, without people, without community, does a 
place have a soul? Without community a place to live becomes just a dormitory. 
 It is at times of national importance, both good and bad, that the difference 
between óa place where people happen to liveô and a community comes to the 
fore, during a pandemic, a war or a Jubilee for example. Then the people in that 
place come together to support, sustain or celebrate, to share a sense of what 
makes life important. 
However, communities donôt just óhappenô, they do not somehow appear on their 
own, they are created by the hard work of those who care about a place,  who care 
about building and sustaining a place they love. These people believe that that is 
something special, something worth cherishing. 
 
  
 

 

6'(,/+$ɯ"'41"' 
ÏŲ×ȯɤɤÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚƘÈÓÓȭÖÙÎɤ 
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{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ aƻǊƴƛƴƎ 
/ƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ /ŀƪŜ 

 

{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ CǊƻƳ 
млΦмрŀƳ ǳƴǝƭ 
мнΦллƴƻƻƴ 

9ǾŜǊȅ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ 

/ƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ŎƻũŜŜ 

ƻǊ ǘŜŀ  
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ƘƻƳŜ-
ƳŀŘŜ ŎŀƪŜΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ 

 

So this month I would like to dedicate this short piece to all of those individuals 
and groups in our village who make community happen, the organisations like our 
school, hall, cricket club, history society, doctors surgery, pub, shop and other 
business, the many clubs and associations and individuals, too many to name (and, 
of course, our church). 
 It is these village groups and individuals which are the building blocks of our 
community and it is all of you, who are the work force who construct and nurture 
it, who make Whimple a place where folks want to live and feel loved. This work 
goes on, often unseen, day in and day out, behind the scenes of village life. 
Please know what you do makes a difference and through your hard work you 
make the world a better place for all of us to be part of. 
  

Thank you all.   
God bless. 
 Rev Marc Kerslake. 
Rector at the  East Clyst Churches Mission Community. 
Broadclyst, Clyst Honiton, Clyst Hydon, Clyst St Lawrence, Cranbrook, Sowton, 
Talaton, Rockbeare, Whimple. 
 The Rectory. Grove Road. Whimple. EX5 2TP 01404 822525 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 
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WHIMPLEõS RED TELEPHONE BOX BOOK EXCHANGE 

PROJECT 

The Hall will, hopefully, soon have a new addition outside - a lovely old Red 
Telephone Box. This will be used as a Village Book exchange, so that we can 
keep the one in The Square as a functioning phone box for all. 

It will be a great asset for Whimple and thanks 
go to all involved in suggesting the idea and 
then starting to see it through. 

It is in the early stages of refurbishment, and 
the Hall Team are still finding the funds to 
return it to itõs former glory.  

Fingers crossed that they get there! 

Look out for opportunities to support their 
fundraising. 

{ŀƭ 

 

tƛŎ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ōƻȄ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ 

 ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘōƭŀǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ .ǊŜƴǘΦ  
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ORGANISED BY THE TEAM AT COURTNEYõS. A GREAT TIME HAD BY ALL AND LOTS 
OF  MONEY RAISED FOR THE FORCE CHARITY
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Congratulations to the team at The Thirsty Farmer! 

 Well done to Marc, Donna and all at The Thirsty Farmer for not only winning South 
West England Taste Of The West Gold, but now Stars of Southgate, Pub Partners 
Awards - South West Regional Pub Of The Year.  We are very lucky to have them. Sal 

WHIMPLE ROCKS!   
ORGANISED BY THE TEAM AT COURTNEYõS. A GREAT TIME HAD BY ALL AND LOTS 
OF  MONEY RAISED FOR THE FORCE CHARITY. (Photos from Whimple Rocks FB page) 


