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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whatõs On in Whimple  

April 
13th Front Row Club Film Night, Victory Hall 7.30pm See Hall notice board 

for film titles. 

22nd Parish Council AGM, Victory Hall, 7.00pm. Details on page 27. 

26th History Society talk ôA portrait of Exmoorõ in the Victory Hall starting at 
7.30pm. 

27th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm. 

28th Teatime Assortment Concert for Sam Palmerõs trip to Cambodia 
 St Maryõs Church 3.00pm. See page 41 for details. 

29th Parochial Church Council AGM, 7.30pm in the Church. 
 

May 
  4th Annual village litter pick ð 10.00am in the Square. Details on page 19. 

11th   VPA Spring Coffee Morning and Plant Sale, Victory Hall 10.00am. Details 
on page 37. 

14th History Society guided tour of Broadclyst Church starting at 7.00pm.  

18th Front Row Club Film Night, Victory Hall 7.30pm. See hall notice board 
for film titles. 

25th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00 noon until 1.30pm. 

25-26th History Society celebration of the 10th anniversary of the opening of 
the Heritage Centre. Details on page 15. 

25-26th Talaton Open Gardens 2.00 - 6.00pm. Details page 52. 
 

June 
15th St Maryõs Church Fete 2.30pm, Hindstrete. 

29th Whimple School Summer Fayre ð details page 32. 
 

July 
7th-14th Village Week. 

  7th On a Whim Promotions present Arthur Smith at the Victory Hall 7.30pm. 
Tickets at the PO. 

  9th Clog Dancers at the New Fountain Inn. 

  9th History Society Treasure Hunt. 

12th Orchard Harmony Sing-along Picnic. 

13th Village Day in the parish field. 
 

August 
10th VPA Annual Flower Show, Victory Hall. Details on page 37. 
 

 



 

4 

 

 

 

OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 
Reg No: C7050 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
ñññ 

 

 

 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

Music Dates  
 

Kiss this - 3rd May  
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Ed the Ed 
 

Gazing out of my editorial window, in the week before Easter, I see that the 
temperature is a balmy 5ÁC, having dragged itself up from zero earlier this morning. 
I fear for the safety and well being of all the participants in the Easter Egg Hunt, and 
hope that the Whimple Mountain Rescue Team are on ôHigh Alertõ during this 
event.  On a positive note, at least any eggs NOT found will not melt! 

I am proud to welcome you to this excellent edition that is jam-packed with village 
news and stories ð we are delighted to have several stories from the children of the 
Whimple School ð some very creative imaginations at work here! And there is some 
well-deserved recognition on page 43 for representatives of the Wasters of 
Whimple team at County Hall; we also have Roger Algate expressing his delight at 
winning the ôduff copy of the monthõ competition. Who will win this month? We 
have an article about our very own Lucy Smith, and we have a busy ôWhatõs On in 
Whimpleõ, including some tantalising hints of what Village Week will include in July.  

For those of you who braved the pantomime, and having seen that young Sam 
Palmer in his first on-stage appearance in drag, you may well have thought that such 
behaviour needs to be driven out of the village. If you look at page 41, you have 
such an opportunity to rid the village of this teenage cross-dresser, and I would urge 
you to support this worthy campaign.  

Our cover picture is of the thatcher who was working on the roof of the Post Office, 
and at one stage, appeared to be using a lawn mower to trim the excess thatch. 
When I went to remonstrate with the Post Master, because the surplus thatch was 
blowing all over the place and getting in my hair, I was left with a concern about 
how he perceives customer care. If he continues in that mode, then he most 
certainly will find himself up on stage at the next pantomimeéagain! 

I hope that you were all able to share in Whimpleõs twenty seconds of fame on 
ôCountryfileõ when the wassail was used as an introduction to a piece about farming.  

It is that time of year again, and the Parish Council are inviting us to take 
responsibility for tidying up our own gardens and space, as well as to take part in the 
annual Litter Pick ð both activities will help with the judging of Whimple in the Best 
Kept Village Competition. I hope you are able to offer some time here. Thank you! 

Many thanks to the Parish Council (for a grant) and to the VPA (for a generous 
donation), plus some kind anonymous donations left at the Post Office ð thank you! 

If you would like to submit an article for the next edition of Whimple News, then 
please email it to bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or pass it to Jim and Alison at the Post 
Office by Monday 13th May. Thanks! 

Stay warm and keep wishing for a cracking summer! 

Ed H 
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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Whimple Post Office News 
Royal Mail have announced the changes that will become effective from April 2nd. 

The good news is that postage for regular and large letters is to remain the same. 
However, there are changes regarding parcels that will involve a price increase. 
Parcels will also fall into two size categories which will mean new guidelines and 
templates. We will be provided with new literature soon so please ask for a leaflet if 
this is of interest to you. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

We are now able to process applications for the 'Travel Money Card'. 

It is a very safe way to carry 'cash' abroad and is available in eight currencies. It is 
accepted in 32 million locations worldwide. It is chip and pin enabled to protect 
against fraud. If you are going overseas this summer, pick up a leaflet and see if this 
can be an option for you. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

We are closed over Easter, please ask us about when benefits will be available. 

Thanks to you we can now tell you that we have raised over Ã2,000 for good causes 
from the sale of lotto tickets and scratch cards. We are very pleased that this has 
been so popular and we are grateful for this extra support. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Offers from Johnsons the Cleaners for the next couple of months are, 

                                     April            -   25% off Duvet Cleaning 
                                     May             -   25% off Laundry 
                                     June             -   25%  off  Curtain Cleaning 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Thanking you for your continued support. 

Jim and Alison Creasy. 

Good Friday Closed 

Easter Saturday 9.00am ð 12.30pm 

Bank Holiday Monday Closed 

Tuesday 9.00am - 1.00pm 
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE  

For Sale -  pre -owned caravans  

and caravans sold on owners behalf.  

Caravans also bought and sold.  

01404 822116  

or  

07985 179399  

London Road, Whimple  

  

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 

Come and join us for  
 a SoupõnõSarnie Lunch   

from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  

on Saturday 27th April  

and Saturday 25th May  
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On Thursday 7th February members of the 
Ottery St Mary Choral Society went to the 
Tumbling Weir Hotel for their annual dinner 
and social evening.  A delicious three-course 
dinner was enjoyed by the gathering of nearly 
eighty members and their partners.  

The social evening was organised by Vivienne 
and Michael Gascoigne-Pees and also included a quiz and entertainment. 

John Neal told the tale of ôNelson at Trafalgar 2013õ, relating how different the Battle 
of Trafalgar might have been if the Health and Safety Executive and the Political 
Correctness lobby had been around two centuries ago!  

Pauline Belton read a delightful monologue  entitled ôJust in Caseõ by Charlotte 
Mitchell, highlighting the problems many ladies face, when trying to pack for a brief 
weekend away while still being prepared for every eventuality! 

The two musical numbers were typically witty pieces by Noel Coward, ôThat is the 
End of The Newsõ and the Home Guard plea ôCould you please oblige us with a 
Bren Gunõ! 

The raffle raised a magnificent total of Ã176 for Hospiscare, our designated charity 
for this year. 

For more information regarding OSMCS please contact: 

Liz Hooper - Publicity 42116        
Annie Bassett - Chairman 823331 

www.otterystmarychoral.org 
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The Harvey School of Ballet 
 

Children's ballet classes 

held at Whimple Village Hall 

 
Boys and girls welcome 

aged 4 and above 

 
More information is available at 

 www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 
07832 475528 

info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 

 

Barn stored, seasoned and split logs 
 

Various size logs available from 
 

£45.00 delivered 
 

Discount on multiple loads 
 

Contact Adrian on 
 

077525 90919 
or 822791 

 

LOGS FOR SALE  

Singing Lessons 

Vocal Coaching 
 

Do you love singing? 

Would you like to find your 
voice? 

Fancy surprising a loved one 
with a song/CD? 

Why not give it a try - come and 
have a taster lesson. 

 

Contact Julia Green: 

07779 139251 / 
r.green2@virgin.net 

 

http://www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
mailto:info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
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MP 
Property  

Maintenance  

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating Plumbing,  

Gardening  
General Repairs and Maintenance  

 

 

No Call out charge  
Free Estimates  
24hr callout service  

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 
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COME AND JOIN US 
WHIMPLE HERITAGE CENTRE is 10 years old this May. 

 

To mark this there will be a Celebration Weekend on 25th and 26th May. 

If you were at the opening in 2003 you may be able to spot yourself on the film of 
the event which we will be showing over the weekend. 

For the children (up to age 12) there will be competitions with prizes for the best of 
the following:- 

¶ Your design for a Birthday Cake for the Heritage Centre ( a drawing or 
model only please) 

¶ Your picture of, or a short story about, your favourite item at the Heritage 
Centre 

¶ A Quiz about the Heritage Centre ð here are the first few questions but you 
will need to get the rest from the Centre after it opens at Easter 

1. Who opened the John Shepherd gallery? 

2. When was the old Linhay roof removed after renovations started? 

3. In how many pictures can you see the Railway Goods Yard and 
when was it removed? 

The answers to these and the remaining questions may need a bit of research inside 
the Centre! 

All entries for these competitions must be handed in to the Centre by Friday 24th 
May. The entries will be judged over the weekend and prizes awarded at the discre-
tion of the judging panel. 

For further details please contact Alan Smith on 822977 

Heritage Centre Open Weekend 25th  - 26th May 
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Letter to the Editor 
 

Dear Ed, 

What a brilliant idea to promote Whimple as Village of Culture (editorial Feb/
March 2013). 

Not only the cultural events you allude to that are taking place for the delight of 
village folk, but also the literary life that is so vibrant. There is the Book Club and 
Reading Circle so ably supplemented by the Book Exchange at the Post Office. 

Neither should we overlook the contribution of Whimple News to literary criticism. 
The double page spread devoted to  õ50 
Shades of Greyõ was inspired. In my copy of 
the News part one immediately followed 
your editorial with part two opposite Sue 
Draycottõs black and white photography 
article. It was very journalistic, even 
promotional.  Iõve never seen ô50 Shades of 
Greyõ represented so fulsomely.  

Thanks for a magazine that continues to 
inspire.  Keep up the good work. 

Roger Algate 

 



 

17 

 

 

BEST KEPT VILLAGE  
COMPETITION 2013 

 

The Parish Council will be 
entering the village into the  

BEST KEPT VILLAGE  
competition once again. 

 

Through the month of April we 
invite every household to join 
in a general tidy up and ask 
that you take the opportunity to 
spruce up your front gardens.  

 

PLEASE SUPPORT THIS 
COMMUNITY EVENT 

 

P.S. The recycling centre near Aldi in Pinhoe is fantastic  

 

Thank you - Cllrs John Schofield and Sue Ayres  
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What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 

 

ôThe Mortgage Makeoverõ 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if youõre paying too much for your 
mortgage. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands of pounds. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay your mortgage 
off early. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 
 

contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
web ð www.stephenclare.co.uk 

email - stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 

post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 

 

(please remember your home may be repossessed 
if you cannot keep up the repayments on any 

mortgage or other loan secured on it) 
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ANNUAL VILLAGE  
LITTER PICK 

 

Saturday 4
th

 May  
10.00am in The Square  

 

All Welcome  
 

Look forward to seeing you  
 

Gloves, bags, grabbers supplied  
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Orchard Harmony News 
 

It has been a while since I have written to update Whimple folk on the progress of 
Orchard Harmony, so I thought I would do just that! 
Our Christmas Concert was probably one of our most successful to date, both from 
the audience feedback and the choirõs enjoyment. 
We are planning to repeat the Sing-along Picnic during Village Week on Friday 12th 
July - this year we are hoping to add a ôTake Thatõ set - watch this space! 
We are going to provide a guest spot in Teburn St Mary on 20th July for the 
Tedburn St Mary Community Choirõs Summer Concert. Why Tedburn? I run the 
Community Choir and am keen to link the two ventures. 
Our Christmas Concert this year will be on Saturday 7th December, when we hope 
to perform some excerpts from the Messiah, alongside other popular classical 
pieces. 
So...... we are keen to recruit some new female members. We are a really friendly 
group of ladies who love singing and enjoy the challenge of performing diverse 
music from Take That to The Messiah!  
You do NOT have to read music, and I provide sound files of your part so you can 
sing along at home. We meet on Wednesday evenings from 7.30pm - 9.00pm. 
Interested? Give me a ring on 07779 139251. 
Julia Green, Director, Orchard Harmony 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL  

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays.  

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available  

Colour TV in all bedrooms  
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.  

Several local Pubs and Restaurants  
within easy reach -(pick up service)  

Bed and full Breakfast menu:  
No smoking.  

Phone: 01404 -823614  
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com   

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman.. 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

 

Barbara Salter 
 

Coram would like to thank all family and friends from the village for their 
cards, notes and support after Barbaraõs sad death on Christmas Day. He 
would also like to thank the Revd Chris Martin for the lovely service, and 
say how much he appreciated the support given by everyone who 
attended the service and who came to the Thirsty Farmer afterwards. 

I would like to thank everybody who attended my 60th 
birthday party   and for all the lovely cards and presents. 
It was a wonderful surprise and great to share the 
evening with so many friends and family. 

Special thanks to my children John, Stuart, Pete and 
Elisha for their time and effort organising the event.  

It really was 'Tickety Boo'. 

Dave Salter aka Tickety 
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WRUG gets to a meeting with Josie Rogers, 
Senior Strategic Planner, Network Rail. 

 

On Wednesday 6th March I went to London to accept Josie Rogersõ invitation to 
talk about the issues affecting infrastructure around Whimpleõs train service.  We 
met at her offices above Waterloo Station and I was joined by Frances Trivett, MP 
Hugo Swireõs researcher who was to brief him later. I had prepared three key points 
drawn from Rail Industry published data - most of it submitted to government. 

1. Acknowledging the constraints; 

2. Recognising the growth potential;  

3. Seeing the key challenge to provide capacity; 
and now identifying the need for resilience.  

Ending with a teasing quote from National Railõs one time CEO Iain Coucher who 
wanted to deliver òa railway where passengers can travel when they want toó 
So....Yes, where is it?  And on that basis we began! 

All points were touched on and we spent 80 minutes of shared exchanges. An 
interesting nuance that emerged was that National Rail will provide the 
infrastructure that the Train Operators require to run their trains.  

The elephant in the room was - ôso long as the government agreeõ. The government 
in this case is initially represented by the Department for Transport (DfT) and the 
Office of the Rail Regulator (ORR). Also, I detected a fleeting moment of surprise 
when I outlined why we thought the service had deteriorated. and then developed 
the point.   

We discussed issues around more trains stopping at Whimple and how that might 
be brought about. The essential point to hold on to is that whilst certain 
developments could deliver more trains stopping here, it doesnõt follow 
automatically. Influencing the building of a passing loop is only half the battle.  
Justifying an increased calling pattern is the other.    

South West Trains franchise comes to an 
end in 2017. It is clear to me that the 
next four years are crucial for us if we 
want a better service. In those four years 
we need to describe what a better 
service looks like; get everyone to agree; 
and deliver a unified front to government 
so that the Department of Transport 
creates a Franchise Document that 
reflects our needs.  That is the scale of 
the challenge, Iõm afraid.  

Do you still want a better train service? 

Roger Algate 
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West One  Hair Design  
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 
or call in for free Consultation. 

 
  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 
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