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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whatõs On in Whimple  

 
 
 

 

October 
  5th Wasters of Whimple Skills Workshop. CANCELLED ð To be re-arranged 

12th Front Row Club presents ôOn the Waterfrontõ at the Victory Hall, 
7.00pm for 7.30pm - membership details on page  36. 

15th Soap Box Carting Challenge ð see details on poster in the Post Office. 

25th History Society Quiz Night, Victory Hall, 7.30pm. 

26th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm. 

26th Villages in Action at the Victory Hall 8.00pm ð Music-theatre from 
Simon Egerton.  

 

November 
  2nd Coffee morning on behalf of Hospiscare at the Victory Hall, 10.00 a.m. 

- 12.00noon; Cakes, Christmas cards and gifts. 

  9th Front Row Club presents ôLincolnõ at the Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm. 

16th Whimple Craft Fair, Victory hall 1.00 ð 4.00pm, for Whimple Primary 
School ð see details on page 38. 

22nd History Society Talk, Victory Hall 7.30pm Roger Smith on ôWhitewaysõ  

23rd Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm. 

28th Sarah Pepper ð Christmas decorations ð Victory hall 7.30pm. Details on 
page 21. 

30th Cut-off date for Over 65s Christmas party replies - see page 49. 
 

December 
  6th Over 65s Christmas Party ð Victory Hall. Details on page 49. 

14th Front Row Club presents a Children/Family Matinee at 3.00pm 
followed by ôHugoõ at 4.00pm and ôThe Shawshank Redemptionõ at 
7.30pm in the Victory Hall. 

21st  Soup and Sarnie Christmas Special Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon. 

 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the 
availability of venues and when booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 



 

4 

 

 

 

OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 
Reg No: C7050 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 

 

 
 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

Music Dates  
Magic Worms - September 27th  

The Boys From Melbourne Street - Oct 6th afternoon  

Thick As Thieves - October 25th  

Kiss This - November 29th  

Evolver - December 20th  
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Ed the Ed 
 

Welcome to our October/November edition, with a guest appearance on the front 
cover from the Sanders family as they celebrate taking over the village shop. We 
have a couple of pages inside where Jenny shares her hopes for the future with the 
shop and its wares. It is a very heart warming story, especially with all the help they 
have received from an army of friends, and gives you that ôIõm really pleased we live 
in Whimpleõ feeling ð which I get on a regular basis! The very best of luck to Jenny 
and Mark and their team. I have to complain about the cakes they are selling ð they 
have a tendency to fly out of the display and thrust themselves into my hand, upon 
which I hear a disembodied voice saying ôOh, and Iõll take a cake as well as the 
paper today, pleaseõ.  And when I get home and see my purchases with fresh clarity, 
I am shocked to see how I have been led into such temptationébut you canõt take 
food back, can you? 

The current Mrs H and I had a wonderful time up at the Cricket Club with the Abba 
Tribute band ð so wonderful to have a set of international English-speaking 
musicians in our village!! It was good to see so many people there, especially those 
who had gone in fancy dress (well I hope it was!). The Cricket Club had organised it 
very well, with real ale in the bar and a selection of food tents. Plus lots of dancing 
especially to embarrass the children. Well done! 

I love the 2014 Calendar from the History Society ð a great idea to use village 
groups/societies and colour ð it makes it a lot of fun. Mini competition time now 
gentle reader ð Margaret Burrough is one of two people who appear in the calendar 
four times ð who is the other person? Answers to me by November 1st ð the prize is 
four cakes from the shop, on me! 

Whimple has lost two villagers and one ex-villager over the last few weeks, so our 
thoughts are with Martin Gammell, who has supplied us with a touching tribute to 
Marion on page 17 (and despite his sad loss, he has still given us his Councillorõs 
report, which I think is very impressive and professional of him); we join Vic Skinner 
in his sadness at the loss of Margaret. And Tony Hindle has died, who lived at the 
Old Fire Station before moving to Sidmouth with Annie some years ago. Our 
thoughts are with them and all their families.  

There is some useful advice on page 53 from Vale Vets ð and much of that can 
apply to us slightly older people as well. I have told the current Mrs H that I too will 
be looking to settle comfortably under the stairs on November 5th, with a couple of 
bottles of red, a torch and a newspaper. éand perhaps a cake or two.  

If you would like to contribute to the next edition of the Whimple News, which will 
be our Christmas edition, then please either leave it with õ27 and a half Shades of 
Greyõ Creasy at the PO, or whizz it on the internet to bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by 
12th November. This will be an important issue for any of you planning Christmas 
events that need publicity via our ever-stunning pages.  

Ed H 
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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Whimple Post Office News 

We would both like to wish Mark, Jenny, Harry and Dulcie all the very best of 
luck in the 'new look' Whimple Stores. If you haven't been in yet, do pop in 
and take a look around, you will be sure of a warm welcome, and a lovely 
fresh loaf of bread ( the cakes are rather nice too !!) 

 If you have posted a parcel here in the last few weeks you may be wondering 
why we have had to ask you what your parcel contains? We are not being 
nosey!!! Royal Mail are now being very particular about what items are being 
sent through the post. Some everyday items do come under the category of 
'dangerous goods', and some 'restricted'. So, if you are posting anything 
(either inland or overseas) we will ask you what your package contains. We 
have leaflets available for your information.  

As a rough guide- 

Overseas ð Batteries (well packaged and attached to a device) - restricted  
Aerosols, spirits, nail varnish, perfume, loose batteries, lighters - prohibited. 

Inland ð Aerosols, electronics, nail varnish, perfumes, and spirits - restricted. 
Loose batteries, compressed gas, lighters etc   -  prohibited. 

We are now offering you the opportunity to play the Health Lottery. It is still 
Ã1.00 to play and the draws take place on Wednesdays and Saturdays. The 
National Lottery introduce some changes to its Lotto game on Saturday 5th 
October which will mean bigger jackpots and more chances to win, but the 
price of the tickets will rise to Ã2.00. 

You can now book National Express Coach tickets from our office. 

Please help us to raise money for Children In Need this year by buying (and 
wearing) a Pudsey Bear Paw print tattoo which we will be selling in our 
branch ready for November 8th when you will, hopefully, find something 
interesting going on in the Post Office that day. 

Christmas is now not far away. Advice on packages and details of last posting 
dates can be found on page 11. 

 Our grateful thanks for your support 

Jim and Alison Creasy 
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Isca Funeral Services  
 

Isca funeral services are an independent Funeral  

Directors run by Michael and Carla Hull.  

 

We are here to help, listen, and give advice  

24 hours a day.  

 

01392 421998 

 
2 Okehampton Street  

Exeter 

EX4 1DW 

 

24 hrs 07834 243 598 

office 01392 421998  

Home 01392 879693  

 

www.funeraldirectorsexeter.co.uk  

Michael@funeraldirectorsexter.co.uk  
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Shopping early for Christmas?  

Keep your parcel smaller than 450x350x80mm (about the size of a large 
packet of cereal) and under 1kilo, and you can post it for Ã3.00 1st class ð it 
gets a lot more expensive if you go over this size ð bear this in mind when 
choosing presents. 

Some posting dates for you:- 

SURFACE MAIL 

Tuesday 1st October Far and Middle East (not Hong Kong or Singapore) 

Tuesday 15th October Canada, Hong Kong, Singapore, South Africa, USA. 

Tuesday 5th November Eastern Europe, Greece, Cyprus, Malta, Turkey. 

Tuesday 19th November Western Europe 

Christmas Post 
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Whimple Stores 
 

We would like to say a huge thank you to so many of you who have offered us 
support and encouragement during our first few weeks at the shop. 

We have been overwhelmed by many things. The amount of work involved and the 
new things we have to learn have been much more than we had expected and we 
must thank Graham for all his help. Most of all we have been overwhelmed by the 
kindness and support from our friends and neighbours. The Betts, Bunkums, 
Sharkeys, Cossletts and Bowdens have been behind us in these early days with 
hammers, dusters, muscles and hugs. Without their help and time we would not 
have been able to get so far as we have so quickly. We are hugely touched by their 
care and hugely grateful. 

As well as their time and support we have also had many others who have helped 
and we are hugely grateful to you all. Whether you cleaned, scraped, helped unload 
the stock or supplied us with cake ð Laurel your cakes are delicious ð we are very 
grateful. We canõt forget Jim and Alison who have also encouraged us with cakes, 
kindness and good, helpful advice. 

For those who have been in shopping, you will see that we have tried to keep 
stocking what Graham and Karen had supplied in the past and the same milk, eggs 
and bread that Jim and Alison had supplied. We have added some things that we 
hope will be useful and we have been particularly pleased to add fruit and veg. 
Thanks to Rosie we have had a weekly supply of veg from Broadclyst Community 
Farm and Len Luck, Sue Wilson and others have been very kind to us and we have 
been delighted to sell delicious local produce. We hope to offer some kind of 
community shelves for people to sell their own goods, but we need to investigate 
this further. At the moment we are giving most of the money back to growers, 
keeping 5% for the shop and giving 5% to local projects. Some produce is being 
donated fully and all of this is going to local projects. This is a bit cumbersome at 
busy times so we may need to refine this over the coming weeks. 

We hope to keep offering the convenience goods you are likely to run out of and 
fresh produce you need on a daily basis. When we are more organised we hope to 
be able to offer fresh fish on a Wednesday when the fish man comes. He is 
suggesting he is phoned on Tuesday. So, if you wish to place orders  we will keep it 
ready for your collection. Hopefully also fresh meat ð orders will be taken for those 
not around during the day. We hope to offer special days one day a week, when 
you can buy all the ingredients you need to make a quick meal ð this will hopefully 
happen as we get more organised as it will take some time to prepare. 

Milk is predominantly coming from Ashclyst Dairy. It is organic and not 
homogenised, which makes it really creamy and delicious. They also offer cream 
and yoghurt which means we have a great local product that is grown and 
processed within a few miles of Whimple.  

We are carrying on with the newspapers and magazines seven days a week and are 
happy to take orders for this, milk or bread. 
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This is all quite a lot to organise for starters. We would love, in a few months time, to 
add a few tables and chairs and a really nice coffee machine as well as a craft hub 
for Whimpleõs wonderful talented crafters. All of this would be subject to planning 
consent so may take some time to sort out. 

Hopefully we can provide something for everyone at a reasonable price. This 
depends on the supplier prices which can go up and down with each order ð 
especially the fruit and veg. We are trying to order fresh milk and bread daily and 
fresh fruit and veg every other day. We hope to stock enough daily requirements for 
everyone but please bear with us if it takes a while to get this right. Last week we 
were selling out of fruit and veg but not bread and this week it is the other way 
around. The less waste we have, the better prices we can offer. So hopefully we can 
provide a consistent product with consistent demand. We are trying to test out all 
products ð especially the cakes ð but if you have any problems with anything you 
buy from us, please let us know. 

We are finding ourselves in need of a break during the day so we will be closing 
between 2.00 - 3.00pm Monday to Friday. Otherwise our opening hours are 7.30am
- 2.00pm and 3.00 - 6.15pm Monday to Friday and Saturday 8.00am - 1.00pm and 
Sunday 9.00am - 1.00pm. We may review this in the future depending on demand.  

Finally for now, we wish Graham, Karen and the family all the very best for the 
future and thank them for all their work at the shop in the past. We hope they can 
enjoy good health and happiness in their new home. 

Mark, Jenny, Harry and Dulcie 
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Chris Burrows  

Landscape Maintenance  

chrisburrows@yahoo.com  

07970 907651  

Horswell Cottage  

Budlake, Broadclyst  

EX5 3LW  
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CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL  

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays.  

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available  

Colour TV in all bedrooms  
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.  

Several local Pubs and Restaurants  
within easy reach -(pick up service)  

Bed and full Breakfast menu:  
No smoking.  

Phone: 01404 -823614  
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com   

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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Marion Minards-Gammell 
 

8th June 1944 - 13th September 2013 
 

Marion was the centre of my life for forty two wonderful years. Oh! if only I 
could have had many more. I miss her so very much and I feel rudderless 
without her.  

A local girl, she was born in Sidmouth, grew up in the Sid valley and went to 
The Kingõs School in Ottery St Mary. From there she won a place at The 
London School of Economics where she obtained a very good honours 
degree in Economics. We met at work four years later and never looked 
back from that time on. 

Marion was formidably well organised, clever, imaginative, and versatile and 
possessed both an inquiring mind and a powerful intellect.  She was 
interested in everything and everybody in the world and even shared my 
passion for railways (which was a great asset as we lived in a Railway 
Station!). At the same time she was the most gentle, caring and loving person 
who made the most perfect home for me and the children whilst we lived in 
both the ôNorthõ and in Letchworth, Hertfordshire. In our time together she 
always supported and encouraged me in the many things that I attempted to 
achieve in my life with her 

When we came back to Devon nine years ago, amongst other things, we 
joined the Devon Association where she made an immediate impression, 
quickly becoming involved in this organisation and its activities in Devon. 
She rapidly became an officer in several branches in which roles she will be 
sadly missed. In addition, she took on the editorship of the National Trust 
magazine Devon Oakleaves which she made a similar success of. In fact, she 
refused to go to hospital until she had completed what, sadly became her 
last edition. At a personal level, we loved to travel and had explored most of 
the world together. At the same time we had plans for places never visited 
which I will now never get to, as I shall not go on my own without her. 

Marion is survived by her loving mother, our loving children and their 
partners and the grandchildren all of whom are a great strength to me in 
coping with the loss of my lovely girl.  We, as a family, thank our many 
friends and neighbours for their support and sympathy over the length of her 
final illness and its awful aftermath. 

Martin Gammell 
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Whimple District Councillorõs Report  

More delay on the New Local Plan? 
 

Planning have received a letter from the Inspector who is 
handling E.D. D. Cõs application in response to his receiving 
of the draft local plan which looks as though  there will be 
even further delay to the sanctioning of the plan. The 
inspector has presented to the Council a list of 53 
amendments that the Council had made to the plan which 
they (the Council) considered were minor and would not require public scrutiny. 
Unfortunately, the Inspector disagrees and states that it would not be in the interests 
of natural justice for him to consider these proposed changes unless they are subject 
to consultation in accordance with the ôCouncilõs Statement of Community 
Involvement and Regulationsõ. 

If further consultation needs to take place this could possibly means some months 
of delay whilst that consultation occurs, which is a pity because the plan is already 
substantially late and more delay means more months of the dominance of the 
N.P.P.F. (National Planning Policy Framework) in the planning process. 

The Solar Panel Blight. 

1. At the August planning meeting there was an application on land north 
of Crannaford House between Broadclyst and Whimple for a large 
scale (27.9 hectares) solar farm which was approved. There are already 
five solar farms either in or near the vicinity of Whimple because of the 
proximity of the area to the electricity station on the Whimple -
Broadclyst road which allows easy transmitting of the electricity created 
to the National Grid. 

2. At the September planning meeting the members will be contemplating 
another application from Pithayes farm at Hand and Pen for a similarly 
sized solar farm. I sensed at the August planning meeting that 
Councillors are beginning to question this proliferation of solar farms as 
our district becomes saturated with them. Consequently, it will be 
interesting to see if this coming application is accepted or not. 

Update on The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)  Task Force 

The community infrastructure Levy Task Force (TAFF) has completed its 
deliberations and presented its report to the last planning meeting. Amongst its 
recommendations is the proposal to set up a new panel to focus on the 
consideration of strategic planning and economic development issues. This will have 
to be considered carefully to determine how it would sit alongside the role of the 
Development Management Committee which currently considers such issues. 
Formal decision making on the deployment of monies would continue to rest with 
Cabinet. The report also states that decisions on the mechanisms to deliver CIL will 
lie with the Cabinet. 
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us for SoupõnõSarnie Lunch   

from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  
on Saturday 26th October  

and Saturday 23rd November  

S106 Agreements ð viability and overage. 

S106 agreements secure benefits to militate against the impact of development 
proposals. Given the present economic climate the Council is facing increasing 
pressure from developers to reduce or waive mitigating benefits (S106 agreements) 
in order for their development to remain viable. This is having a bad effect upon the 
development of affordable housing as developers apply to have their obligation 
reduced or cancelled. By introducing an overage clause into S106 agreements it 
would ensure that in the event of the circumstances of a development changing 
because of the unviability of that development if it should subsequently make a 
profit then the Council will recover part of that profit in compensation for the lost 
S106 contribution. 

Cllr Martin Gammell  

Enjoy fresh home - made soups 
and delicious hot  

bacon or sausage sandwiches 
cooked and served by your 
friendly SoupõnõSarnie Team 



 

20 

 

West One  Hair Design  
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 
or call in for free Consultation. 

 
  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 
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        Fabulous Christmas Flowers  

Demonstration Evening  
with Sarah Pepper  

in aid of Whimple Primary School  
  

 At Whimple Victory Hall on  

 Thursday 28th November 
2013 at 7.30pm  

  

Tickets will be on sale from 
October at Whimple Post 
Office or from Ali Tierney  

 @ £5.00 per person  

 

Refreshments available and  

a Christmas raffle to include  

some of Sarahôs finished  

decorations  

 

Sarah will be showing us step by step just how easy it 
is to put the sparkle back into our Christmas 
decorations with ideas for stylish wreaths, table 
sprays, garlands and much more.  
 

For more information please contact:  

Ali Tierney on 01404 822724 or email  

ali.tierney1@btinternet.com  
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT  At the beginning of September the Choral Society began 
rehearsals for their next concert.  Although Christmas still seems a long way off at 
this point, plenty of rehearsal time is always useful to produce a varied programme 
of Christmas music as well as a major choral work. This year the society will be 
performing Haydnõs Great Organ Mass as well as a selection of Christmas carols.  
Tickets will be available in November from Stagestruck in Ottery St Mary. 
 

CLASSICS GALORE CONCERT.  This year Ottery Choral will also be preparing for 
Classics Galore on 9th November..  This event is staged every two years and since 
2007 it has raised more than Ã35,000 for Force, the local cancer charity. It is now 
established as one of Exeterõs largest indoor concerts, attracting well over a 
thousand people each time. The concert is specially arranged for those with an 
interest in the lighter side of classical music. Each item is around seven or eight 
minutes long and is usually immediately recognisable. 

Ottery St Mary Choral Society has taken part in this musical extravaganza for the 
previous three concerts and members are delighted to have the chance of doing so 
again in 2013. We will be joined by many more singers including St Davidõs Players 
from Exeter, as well as soloists Penny Daw (soprano) and Mark Hurford (tenor). 
Lympstone SWT Brass Band will also be participating for the first time. The show will 
feature a specially selected Classics Galore Symphony Orchestra, comprising 50 top 
musicians from Exeter and East Devon. The stage at the Great Hall will be extended 
to accommodate more than 200 musicians and singers, all following the baton of 
Ottery St Mary Choral Societyõs renowned musical director Malcolm Matthews .  

òIt takes a lot of organization but itõs so worthwhile,ó said Malcolm. òI just love 
making music and to be able to do it on this kind of scale is fantastic. Itõs such a 
wonderful cause and by the end of this concert we hope to have taken the total 
raised for Force from Classics Galore! to Ã50,000.ó   For more information please 
visit: http://www.classicsgalore.co.uk 
 

Tickets are available from Exeter Visitor Information and Tickets (EVIT) at Dixõs Field.  
evit@exeter.gov.uk   or   01392 665885.     

For more information about the Choral Society please visit 
www.otterystmarychoral.org or contact: Annie Bassett  (Chairman)   on  823331;   
email: osmcs@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

Concerts for your Diary 
 

Classics Galore - November 9th - 
  Great Hall, Exeter 

 

Christmas Concert - December 14th 
Ottery Parish Church 
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A CONVERSATION WITH LUCY SMITH 
 

During our previous chats, Lucy had shown me some photos of what was called the 
ôRainbow Revueõ which was performed in the Victory Hall by a small team of 
villagers, just after the war for some ten years. Apparently the Rainbow Revue was 
started by members of the Whimple Cricket Club around 1945, with a group who 
used to go carol singing locally. This group of carol singers would travel as far as 
Ottery, Cullompton, Sidmouth and Exeter with their singing, and would travel in 
style in a borrowed lorry from either Hansfords, Lewisõ or Whiteways. Lucy 
remembers finishing in Exeter at Mayõs Fish and Chip shop at the top of Sidwell 
street ð this is where they would ôcash upõ their takings and celebrate with fish and 
chips whilst they were there ð it would be rude not to, wouldnõt it? 

The Rainbow team had a number of good musicians who could knock out a decent 
tune on piano and accordion ð Bill Potter was known as a useful pianist, and he 
teamed up with Den Watts and Den Clapp. Other people from the village joined in, 
to either be on the stage or to help behind the scenes. For some it continued the 
momentum of the carol singing at Christmas, and thus created some diversion for 
the dark winter months until the next cricket season.  

A typical show would last for a couple of hours, and would be made up of songs, 
dances, music and individual offerings like Lucyõs husband Eric, doing his ôYorkshire 
Monologuesõ. 

The show would be held over two or three nights in the Victory Hall, with the Post 
Office selling the tickets. Every show would be a sell-out (how envious am I with my 
panto hat on!) ð you have to remember that a lack of transport meant that the 
village was truly a ôcaptive audienceõ. On the last night, they would have an ôEnd of 
Revue partyõ in the hall, and cast and helpers would bring their own food and drink 
and celebrate another successful production.  

If you look at the photos that Lucy has loaned me, you can admire all the costumes, 
props and scenery ð and the legs of the ladies of Whimple. A lot more skin than in 
pantos of today (apart from John Griffiths!) ð well done them! The legs of the ladies 
had make-up applied, to give the appearance of a sun tan, and then at the end of 
the performance, they had a large water trough ð as used for cattle - in the billiard 
room of the hall, where they would wash it all off again.  

Lucy is in all 3 photos ð and hereõs hoping Iôve got all these details right ð apologies 
if I have made an error - 
 

× In the Ferry Boat Inn scene, Lucy is the young lady kneeling at the front on the 
right hand side of the stage, with Sheila Lovering last on the right, and Joyce 
Hansford the left hand lady of the middle couple holding crossed swords. 

× In the row of dancers, Lucy is second in from the right, with Joyce Hansford  fifth 
from the right, and Sheila Lovering third from the left  

× In the Gypsy scene, Lucy is third in from the right, with Olga Potter on her left. 
Sheila Lovering is the second from the left of the two ladies kneeling.  
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Eric would help with the scenery, and Bill Hitchcock was the stage manager and 
head scenery maker. Costumes were in the skilled hands of Lucyõs mum and Olga 
Potter. Lucy can remember a Scottish theme that demanded sporrans, and her mum 
very creatively had some old cord which she had to ôunthreadõ and then comb out 
to make the hairy decoration (technical term here!). Thatõs dedication for you.  

When they held their dress rehearsals, they invited the people from St Loyes so that 
they had an audience, rather than performing to an empty hall, and Lucy can 
remember taking the Revue to St Loyes itself.  

The Revue lasted for some ten 
years but petered out as people 
got older, and that style of 
entertainment didnõt attract the 
younger people in the village. I 
a m  p l e a s e d  t h a t  t h e 
Whimpletons have re-kindled 
that creativity in Whimple and 
can carry the Rainbow Revue 
torch, in a slightly different form, 
for a long time yet.  

Ed H 


