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Sal The Ed (this time)  
 

Welcome to the Oct/Nov edition, and Autumn is upon us. I hope you all had a 
lovely Summer, although there was a bit of rain in July, as you will see in the 
Whimple Weather report on page 32! 

This did not dampen the villageõs spirits, as all the events held were very well 
supported. A great result from WhimpleFest (page 38), with fantastic charity 
donations being made to local causes. 

Well done to all involved in the events reviewed in this edition.  

So many people offer their precious free time to run these, and offer support on 
the day, so it was sad to read about the lack of turnout for the September ôMeet 
The Parish Councillorsõ morning in the Hall (see page 13). The PC need more 
councillors, so do contact them if you would like to help. 

Sarah has another brilliant ôTen Questionsõ interview on pages 18/19. This time 
with Jess Billingham, who is the creator of the fabulous ôbottleõ installation at 
Whimple Station. When you arrive from the East, you get a great idea of how 
boozy Whimpleõs history was, with the Thirsty Farmer sign and Whiteways crates 
also on display. Now we have two pubs again, itõs nice to be able to try and keep 
this tradition going! 

On the subject of pubs, many congratulations to Ann for signing up for a 5-year 
lease on the Farmer!  

Look out for all their news re food, band nights, and other special evenings, in 
Whimple Whatõs On and their own Facebook page. The New Fountain is really 
thriving, too, and I am loving being back there for cribbage league matches, after 
such a long gap. (If you would like to play, we have a friendly night in The Farmer 
on Monday evenings, too). 

Loads of interesting articles in this News, including: An update on the new shop 
Jenny and Harry have opened in Ottery, following their sale of Whimple Stores; 
a new parcel service now being run by the new Whimple Stores team; details of 
the planned extension of the Hall (funds allowing), plus reports on a great season 
for Whimple Cricket, Tennis and Gardening! 

Exciting things to look forward to include the fabulous Big Quiz from the 
Whimpletons on Oct 21st, 

 Race Night on Oct 28th, and the fantastic Bonfire Night at the Cricket Club on 
Saturday Nov 4th. See inside. 

Spooky Halloween in the middle! I am sure there will be some ôgoings onõ 
around the village that evening. 
 

Sal 
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Andy 

Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  
www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 
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http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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Whatõs On In Whimple 
 

October 
10th WI Meeting, talk on the RNLI Arctic Challenge - John Lowe The Hub at 2.00pm  
21st The Whimpletons õBig Quizõ  6.30pm for 7.30pm at the Victory Hall 
21st The Wyndham Singers Taster Day at Kentisbeare Village Hall, 10.00amð4.00pm 
22nd Apple Pressing at the Heritage Centre 11.00am - 2.00pm 
27th History Society talk by archivist Brian Carpenter on the Devon Archives in the 

Victory Hall at 7.30pm. 
28th Race Night at the Victory Hall Dors open 7.00pm, first race at 7.30pm. 
30th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noonñ1.30pm 
 

November 
  1st Gardening Club visit to National Trust, Dyrham Park see page 23 for details 
12th Remembrance Service at St Maryõs church 10.55am 
14th WI Meeting, talk ôTrespass Who Daresõ - Graham Hurley The Hub at 2.00pm 

16-18th Two short plays at Talaton Village Hall see page 33 for details 
18th St Maryõs church Christmas Fayre  
25th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noonñ1.30pm 
 

December 
9th Christmas Special SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noonñ1.30pm 
12th WI Christmas Party  in The Hub ŀǘ 2.00pm 

The 12th Man Festival seen from the airñdrone shot by Peter Salter 
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We are pleased to announce that after many months of negotiation and protracted 
delays, we will be starting a Parcel Service at the end of September. The service is 
the Post Office ôDrop and Collectõ and works in conjunction with our Pazone 
machine and Royal Mail. 

The Parcels will need to be weighed and packaged and the postage purchased 
online before being dropped to the Stores. We will check the weight and size, print 
a label if required and store the parcel ready for a Royal Mail collection ð potentially 
twice per day. As well as pre-paid parcels, the service will also support pre-paid 
Special Delivery letters and parcels, pre-paid Parcel Force large and bulky items, pre-
paid International Tracked and Signed items and pre-paid standard overseas parcels.  

All that is needed from you is that you wrap, weigh and measure the parcel, select 
and pay for the postage on Royal Mailõs website, print the postage label or get a 
barcode and then bring the parcel to Whimple Stores for acceptance and a receipt. 
Home shopping returns are also enabled. We want to make sure that everyone is 
included even though some villagers may not have the online technology to 
purchase postage, so we are seeing how we can provide a postage purchasing 
facility in the Stores. Come and talk to Rory if you think you may wish to use such a 
facility. 

The Collect part of the ôDrop and Collectõ service is that you can arrange with the 
parcel sender to have parcels that would be sent to you via Royal Mail to be sent 
instead to Whimple Stores for your convenience. This is very handy if you are 
unlikely to be at home at the time when parcels would normally be delivered. You 
can also arrange for Royal Mail parcels that are already on the way to be diverted to 
the Stores for your later collection. 

We hope that this service becomes very popular with our customers and that we 
are able to attract parcel customers from surrounding areas as well. The continued 
existence of convenience stores such as us is only possible by providing a large 
range of services such as coffees, teas and parcels on top of the usual food and 
drink. 

Please be patient with our staff as they get to know the new service. We are 
anticipating returning customers who used to bring parcels to us in large batches. 
We will work with our regular customers to leave the parcels and pick up the 
receipts later, but it may mean that sometimes queues could develop. 

If you wondered why wine has recently increased in price, the government 
introduced a new (òsimplifiedó) alcohol duty scale on August 1st and this had the 
effect of pulling wine into the same category as strong spirits (above 4.5% alcohol 
content). The duty on wine increased on average by 4% which then gets magnified 
by producer and wholesaler margins ending up with around £2 extra on a bottle of 
wine. We are still purchasing some wine at the old wholesale prices and will keep 
the same price on these wines for as long as possible but we know the increase will 
eventually flow across our whole range. There is a smaller duty increase on beer and 
cider. 



 

7 

The price of stamps is increasing on Oct 3rd. with 1st Class going to £1.25, 1st Class 
Large to £1.95 and 2nd Class Large to £1.55. 2nd Class stamps remain at 75p. These 
are very large increases and we are holding good stock to cater for demand. As 
demand is high, our wholesaler has supplied us with some gummed stamps 
(remember the old days of lick and stick!) and Christmas stamps which are all 
perfectly usable and very pretty. 

We were very honoured to be invited to present the prizes at the Whimple and 
District Gardening Clubõs Flower and Craft Show in August as a thank you for our 
support. We are always very pleased to be able to support Whimpleõs community 
and charity events by selling tickets at the Stores and advertising events in our very 
busy ôcommunityõ section of the front window. 

Please continue to use Whimple Stores as much as possible as that will help us to 
continue to provide a well stocked, active and friendly shop. 

On a final note, we are very sorry to announce that Karen Brown has left us to work 
more locally to where she lives in Ottery St. Mary. Karen has worked at Whimple 
Stores for seven years and transferred to us when we took over from Jenny and 
Mark. She taught us how to be good shopkeepers and we are very grateful for her 
guidance and support. Good luck Karen! 

With best wishes 

Sharon, Rory, Sabrina and the team 
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  Chimneys 

Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
òAll your chimney needsó 

Alf Butler 
Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or 07712 120635 
 

 or email: barryseaforth@gmail.com 



 

10 

 

6'(,/+$ɯ"'41"' 
ÏŲ×ȯɤɤÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚƘÈÓÓȭÖÙÎɤ 

Ground Hog Day 
Do you ever feel like your life is on a bit of a loop? Different day but same stuff, the 
daily grind of life? Well, I suspect you are not alone. 

In 1993, Groundhog Day, an American comedy film starring Bill Murray was 
released based on the story of a cynical television weatherman covering a story who 
becomes trapped in a time loop. 

Realizing that there are no consequences for his actions, Phil begins spending loops 
indulging in binge eating, one-night stands, robbery, and other dangerous activities, 
using his increasing knowledge of the day's events and the town residents to 
manipulate circumstances to his advantage. Eventually, he focuses on seducing Rita, 
another reporter, using the loops to learn more about her so that he can try to sleep 
with her. No matter what steps he takes, Rita just isnõt interested, particularly when 
Phil tells her he loves her. Phil gradually becomes depressed and desperate for a 
way to escape the loop even committing suicide in a variety of ways. He eventually 
tries to explain his situation to Rita, using his detailed knowledge of the day to 
accurately predict events. Convinced, Rita spends the rest of that day's loop with 
Phil; she encourages him to think of the loops as a blessing instead of a curse and 
finally Phil realizes that his feelings for Rita have become sincere and decides to use 
his knowledge of the loop to change himself and others: he saves people from 
deadly accidents and misfortunes, and learns to play the piano, sculpt ice, and speak 
French.  

Rita witnesses Phil's expert piano-playing skills as the adoring townsfolk regale her 
with stories of his good deeds. Impressed by his apparent overnight transformation, 
Rita successfully bids for him at a charity bachelor auction. Phil carves an ice 
sculpture in Rita's image and tells her that no matter what happens, even if he is 
doomed to continue waking alone each morning forever, he wants her to know that 
he is finally happy because he loves her. And the cycle is finally broken. He is 
reborn, his life has a purpose and all because of love. 

Are you stuck in some sort of Ground Hog Day? Do you need to be reborn through 
love? 

Well, I have good news for you. You can. Through a love which is the single most 
powerful force in the universe, so powerful in fact it overcame death, when Jesus 
was raised from the dead. 

Now I know few people today actually believe in a physical resurrection of Jesus, 
but I do. I canõt prove the resurrection to you scientifically or otherwise. Neither can 
I convince you of the truth of the resurrection. However, I can point you to 
reflections of the resurrection that happen all around us. You see echoes of that 
miracle happen and they happen every single day. 
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 Alcoholics are raised from the dead when they sober up. Drug addicts are raised 
from the dead when they clean themselves up and break the chains of addiction. 
Nations are raised from the dead when they admit their faults and commit 
themselves to new ways of living. And I would add, whenever friends, neighbours, 
or enemies reconcile there is resurrection. Every sun rise begins a symphony of 
resurrection. Whenever and wherever lives are changed and transformed there is 
resurrection (whether God gets the credit for it or not). 

But we donõt always see these things, too often we are still just stuck in that loop, 
and even when we do see them, we donõt always connect them to Godõs greater 
plan for us and for all of humanity, we donõt always connect them to the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the love of God for the world.  

As Christians the resurrection of Jesus Christ marks both the beginning and the end 
of our life, because baptism is a resurrection from an old way of living and the first 
step in ending the ground hog day of ordinary human life and resurrection is also 
the gift which Jesus promises when our life here on earth is over. And all because of 
love. You see, if the whole of Scripture could be summarized in one sentence it 
would be this: God loves you! and the resurrection would be the exclamation point 
at the end of that sentence. 

Did you know that only in the state of Texas is June 19th a holiday. òJuneteenth,ó as 
it is called, commemorates the day in 1865 when Union Troops landed in 
Galveston, Texas, and General Gordon Granger fulfilled order number three by 
enforcing the Emancipation Proclamation and freeing all the slaves in Texas, a law 
which had been passed two-and-a-half years earlier but this news hadnõt reached 
Texas. The Emancipation Proclamation had been the law of the land for two-and-a-
half years but the slaves in Texas didnõt know anything about it. They had been freed 
without knowing it. Someone had to tell them. 

Thereõs a whole world out there that has been freed, raised to new life, re-created 
but doesnõt know it, who live lives of guilt, regret and fear when actually they are 
free if only they choose to be. How about you? We tend to think of baptism as 
something which happens to babies when they are a few months old but anyone 
can get baptised at any age; because what baptism is, is the beginning of a new life 
if you are 1 or 101. A fresh start, an adventure begun on a journey with Jesus. 

It is why the big stone bowl we call the font we use for baptisms is near the front 
door of churches, it signifies baptism as entry to the church and a new way of life. 

And if you think but I donõt know enough about the Bible, it doesnõt matter, if you 
have stuff in your past, it doesnõt matter, if you have doubts, it doesnõt matter. Being 
baptised, being a Christian is not about thinking we are perfect, far from it. Every 
Sunday Christians come to church not because we think we are perfect or have it all 
sorted, but because we are certain we are not and donõt. We walk past the font 
again, we come with all our worries and troubles of the world, weighed down with 
our regret and guilt and fears and we are raised up and sent back out into the world 
as Godõs new creations. 

How does it all work? Well, it starts with a chat so if this seems like something you 
would like to explore, drop me an email rector@eastclystchurches.org. 

God bless. Rev Marc . 
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Disappointed Parish Councillors 
 

On Saturday the 9th of September the Parish Council had booked the Victory Hall 
from 10:00am to12:00 noon to hold a ôMeet The Parish Councillorsõ session for 
the villagers of Whimple. This was advertised on the parish council website and on 
Whimple what's on. 

This was an opportunity for any residents in Whimple to meet their councillors and 
to air any views or concerns they might have about the future of the village.  

It was also a recruiting drive as we have only four councillors on the present 
council when we should have nine. 

To say I was disappointed is an understatement when not one person from the 
village took the trouble to attend the session. 

We are volunteers on the Parish Council and to waste a couple of hours on a 
Saturday morning for the benefit of the residents of Whimple is disheartening. 

Alan McArthur,  chair of Whimple Parish Council 
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Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers 
 

Meetings are the first Tuesday of every month in the Billiard 
room of Whimple VH. 
 

Keep an eye out for our dung sale and bingos, details to be 
confirmed soon and published on social media and around 
the village.  
 

For more information please contact the chairman or secretary. 

 

Chairman - Hannah Gray 07841 913776 

Secretary - Ceci Brayley 07494 751675  
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TEN QUESTIONS WITH JESS BILLINGHAM 
 

If you havenõt been to Whimple station recently, you are 
missing a treat. As well as the colourful tubs and planters that 
have been created by FoWST (Friends of Whimple Station), 
there are two colourful welcome boards designed by 
Whimple School students. Also, being positioned along the 
fence at the back of the platform is an extremely creative 
and professional piece of artwork by local student Jess 
Billingham. I managed to catch her before she starts 
University this Autumn, to ask her all about the project.. 

How did you first get involved with FOWST?  

My mum really volunteered me!! I was nearing the end of my A Levels which 
included Art and I thought it would be fun, so I agreed. Also, my friend Romily Orla 
agreed to help me paint the first base images, and Lucia Boyden created other 
bottles with me too. But I have enjoyed completing the project by myself and 
staying focused. 

It must have been quite a task. How did you go about it? 

  I was asked to do a mural and it was suggested by FoWST that it could be 
something to do with cider and apples to reflect the classic Whimple heritage. 
When I was little I had an obsession with drawing mugs. I still have the sketch book 
which is full of my mug drawings. I wanted to paint something that I would really 
enjoy doing, so I thought about bottles and all the Whiteways history. 

Did you need to do any research before you started? 

 First I went to the station and realised how big the space was!! Then I went to the 
Heritage Centre for some inspiration as they have a large collection of Whiteways 
bottles. I thought it would be cool to do a timeline of these designs. I set up a 
meeting with Tina Kelly and she had dated all the collection, which was really 
helpful. She went through everything with me and I took photographs in order and 
selected the designs that were most popular, or ones that I knew Iõd enjoy creating. 

Is there a particular style or artist that you wanted to base your work on? 

 I was planning on a kind of Andy Warhol sort of style , a little bit Pop Art , not too 
realistic with colours that exaggerate. 

Do you have any favourite bottles? 

Yes I like the ôBaby Pomõ and the Sanatogen and the barrel shaped Armadillo. Iõm 
also looking forward to painting the glass jug one. I did think the cans would be my 
favourite, but they have turned out to be the least enjoyable as they are too straight 
and itõs hard to make them look decent. 

Are you happy with the finished project? 

 I am and you can definitely see that Iõve progressed over the year. You can see that 
my painting skills are much improved in the later bottles. It is nice to know that 
every time I go to the station they will be there and others will get to see them too. I 
am proud of that. 
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Who or what influences your artwork? 

 This summer I've been doing some water colours in Sidmouth by the beach which 
are really pretty. Also,  I did a ten session workshop on abstract landscapes in acrylic 
with Sue Fould which was really, really good. I enjoy doing abstract landscapes, and 
mixed media. Having a really basic beginning of the painting and then going back 
into it with bolder stuff. I suppose my style is still evolving though. 

Where are you going at the end of the summer? 

 Iõm going to Leeds to study Fine Art with History of Art. In fact I used some of the 
bottles in my portfolio and discussed this community project in my interview so I 
think it helped me get an offer.  I would eventually love to have a career in the arts 
world, that's my aim. 

You have had a gap year before university, what have you learned from your 
experiences? 

1. Do your research before you start working for someone. 2. My ski season has 
given me a good work ethic, as it was really hard work.  3. Travelling has helped me 
become more independent and organised. And 4. How much I need to talk to my 
mum! I called her almost every day.  

Will you miss Whimple? 

 I love Whimple and coming back to the village. We moved here when I was seven 
years old and it's a perfect place to grow up. I love our garden and I am so glad we 
moved here. I went to Whimple School then caught the train to Exeter College for 
several years. It's just good fun here though. I got to work at Whimple Cricket Club, I 
enjoyed Village Days and thereõs just a lot of activities here that other villages donõt 
have. 
 

On behalf of Whimple News I would like to say a big Thank you to FoWST, The 
Heritage Centre,  Jess and her friends for a fantastic mural that will really help 
people to remember Whimpleõs Cider heritage. We wish Jess well with her next 
adventure at University and I look forward to catching up with her at a later date to 
find out what other art adventures she has been on. 

Sarah Thackeray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have an 
interesting story?  

Iõd love to interview you. 
Contact me at: 
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Whimple Race Night 
Saturday 28th October  

A date not to be missed.  
 

Last year it was a sell out so don't forget to get your tickets early. They are 
on sale at the Village Stores.  

Tickets are £5 which includes a pasty supper. Vicxtory Hall doors open at 
7.00pm with the first race at 7.30pm. The bar is open 7.00 -10.30pm 

It's a great night and all the money raised goes towards the entertainment 
and costs incurred in putting on Whimple 
Fest.  

Last year it paid for Mr Bubbles and all the 
new bunting and advertising material. 
 

Race Night 2023 is kindly sponsored 
by Kingdons, plumbing and electrics.  


