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Editorial 

Welcome to this latest edition of The News! 

I should start by asking everyone to take a look at the article from Ed on page 8 
which is really important and covers if (or how) The News continues after June, 
which will be the 150th edition put together by the ôcurrentõ team. Hopefully 
youõll agree that the front cover was not too dramatic. 

We are lucky to live in such a friendly and busy village ð just looking at the 
content of this edition, this is clearly seen through pieces from the shop, the 
church, the Parish Council, the Victory Hall, our Local Councillor, the History 
Society, Whimple Fest, the Cricket Club, the WI, the Gardening Club, the School 
ð sorry if I missed anyone! The News is funded entirely by the local businesses 
who advertise through us, along with some welcome donations through the 
year, so thanks must go to them all.  

In particular I would like to thank Paul and Judy Parnell from the Jack in the 
Green, who have been stalwart supporters of The News, as well as many of the 
local groups based here in Whimple and beyond (notably FORCE). As they 
prepare to hand over the business to Miranda and Craig, we thank them for 
being generous and charitable members of this community. 

Enjoy this edition of The News, the first of 2024 and donõt laugh too much at the 
fantastic advice given to military personnel which features on page 51. 

Hopefully the current team can find some ônew bloodõ to come and join us and 
so ensure that Whimple News continues to be a part of the village for many 
years to come ð Iõm struggling to come to terms with having been doing this for 
almost 25 years now é. For all that time, I have many fond memories and have 
made some good friends from those working on The News over those years.  

The most enduring of those memories must still be the assembly process ôback 
in the dayõ which saw a team of about six people walking around and around 
someoneõs dinner table, putting the pages together (in the right order most of 
the time) and then passing the finished product to the ôluckyõ person who then 
stapled it (along with the other 749 copies) ð every one of those people worked 
tirelessly and only stopped occasionally for a much needed sip of an appropriate 
alcoholic beverage ð good times indeed! 

Miles (for Ed) 
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Andy 

Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  
www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 
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http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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Whatõs On In Whimple 
 

February 
10th Front Row Club 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 
13th WI meeting, Bessie's story , Rosemary Griggs - 2.00pm in the Hub 
23rd History Society Talk, 7:30pm - Village Hall. A (Quick) History of Infectious 

Disease and the Impact of Immunisation with Jo Yarwood (details on page 32) 
24th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noon to 1.30pm 
 

March  
10th The Gathering, Whimple Church - from 4pm. (details on page 11) 

12th WI meeting, Commonwealth War Graves - Tim Stoneman 2.00pm in the Hub 
15th Whimple and District Gardening Club, 7:30pm - Village Hall - talk from Andrea 

Rye on The Spice Trade (details on page 54) 
16th Front Row Club 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 
 

April  
  6th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noon to 1.30pm with free soups for 

children11and under 
  9th WI meeting, Exeter Cinema, the Golden Age, Jon Bell - 2.00pm in the Hub 
13th Front Row Club 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 
27th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noon to 1.30pm 
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To all Whimple Stores customers we would like to wish you a very happy New Year 
and to say thank you for the wonderful messages in the Christmas Cards that you 
sent and which we proudly displayed around the shop. 

On the evening of Christmas Eve, we re-opened the shop at 7pm to provide hot 
drinks for Whimpletons who had assembled for the Christmas Carols. As in 2022, 
we donated £1 per cup sold to the charity being supported by the carol singing 
event. This Christmas Eve we raised £134 for Devon Freewheelers which together 
with the contents of the collection box on the counter and collections in the Square 
came to £341. We estimated around 200 people attended the Carols which was 
blessed with good weather and a great team of musicians. 

Our newest member of staff, Sue, who started in December has settled in very well 
and is getting to know our customer names and their preferences. 

As we are now well into January at the time of writing, we are sourcing products for 
events that seem very close already. We have a good stock of Valentines cards and 
will make sure that we have plenty of chocolates for the last-minute panic on 14th 
February. Mothering Sunday follows in less than a month on 10th March and Easter 
Sunday is early this year on 31st March. We have Cadburys Crème Eggs already in 
stock and on the counter and will stock a range of Chocolate Eggs. 

If anyone is extending Dry January into February, we have zero alcohol beers and 
wines. Again, please ask us to point these out as some of the brands such as 
Gordonsõ make their zero alcohol products look very similar to the alcoholic 
products. 

Walkers have introduced a new range of crisps aimed primarily at Vegans with 
meaty flavours such as BBQ Pork Ribs and Flame Grilled Steak. Please donõt ask us 
to explain the rationale why vegan products should taste of the products that vegans 
have given up, but the big plus in these new flavours is that no milk or wheat 
products are used in the flavour coating. Good therefore for lactose and gluten 
intolerant people. 

Finally, thanks to everyone who responded to our request to visit us at least once 
per week and in that visit to buy one thing that would have otherwise been on your 
supermarket shop. This helped to boost our sales in December. Since Christmas 
though, the shop has been very quiet, punctuated occasionally with busy moments. 
We again ask for your support to ensure that Whimple retains its Village Store which 
benefits so many members of the community that cannot make it out of the village 
to the nearest Supermarket or do not have the resources to organise supermarket 
deliveries. 

Sharon, Rory, Sabrina and the team 
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  Chimneys 

Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
òAll your chimney needsó 

Alf Butler 
Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 
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THE FUTURE OF THE WHIMPLE NEWS 
 

You will have seen the cover of this edition, which reflects a long-
held concern from the Whimple News team, about our ability to 
continue to produce this magazine.  

In a couple of editions time, it will be 25 years since some of the 
current team attended a meeting with Peter Smith to rescue the 
Whimple News. The previous editor and his wife, who had 
worked so hard to keep the magazine going, were leaving the 
village, and there had been no responses to their pleas for 
assistance over their final months. Peter bravely started the 
rescue mission, and some of todayõs team offered to get involved 
then. 

Over the years we have been joined by other lovely people, who 
have contributed time and effort to this magazine. We have had 
a lot of fun working as the News team, and also recognise  that 
the magazine format has not changed much ð now would be the 
perfect time for new eyes to look at the  future content and 
layout for the Whimple News.  

It is not a heavy workload ð and is not more than a few hours on 
two or three days during the two months between editions. We 
are now in a position where we have tried to plan for loss of team 
members and have asked for new help from the village over the 
last 12 months. There are two of us in the current team who 
would like to ôretireõ and do something else, but we have had no 
response to our requests for help.  

The Whimple News may cease to exist if there is no desire in the 
village to help with its production. In August our new advertising 
year should begin ð if we have no offers of help (either current 
knowledge or the willingness to learn new skills)  then the village 
will lose its magazine. 

If you would like to keep this lovely magazine going, please 
contact Bob Scanlan before we run out of time. Thank you. 

Ed Hitchcock 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or 07712 120635 
 

 or email: barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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Hello my friends, 

Happy New Year! 

It is hard to believe it is 2024 already, I still haven't got used to putting 2023 on 
letters and documents. But then, time is a curious thing, isn't it? It seems to pass at 
different speeds which vary depending on what you are doing and even how old 
you are. Time flies when we are having fun, but boy, does it drag when we are 
bored. The problem for many of us is also we often spend too much of the present 
either dwelling on the past or looking forward to the future, missing what is 
happening right here in the 'now'. In his 1980õs song ôBeautiful Boyõ John Lennon 
sang òLife is what happens when you are busy making other plans.ó Although he 
nicked the saying from the writer Allen Saunders it is undoubtedly true. At the other 
end of the scale, we can become mired in guilt or regret which poisons our current 
life. 

If you are as old as me you will probably remember the film 'Back to the Future', 
when a scientist invents a time machine fitted in a car and goes back into the past, 
the resulting chaos caused by interfering with history stretched into several sequels. 
The issue of causing disasters by making small changes in the past which then play 
out in huge and unintended consequences in the future has been the subject of 
countless books and films, mainly because the ability to change world events 
through small individual actions is such an intriguing idea, but curiously, we never 
really give much thought to a much more real aspect of time travel and the power it 
confers to us for good or evil. 

You see, every single day we travel into the future, you are doing it right now while 
reading this. And we get to change the future not just for ourselves but for others. 
Our words and actions might often seem inconsequential, but they too have effects 
on the world around us, often in subtle and unseen ways. If we travelled into the 
past, we might well be very wary of causing something awful to happen in the future 
or we might try to change something which is going to happen which resulted in 
pain, loss or suffering, but how often do we give the same attention to our actions in 
the present? How often do we consider the ripples that spread out from us into the 
lives of our family and friends and even the strangers we meet? Ripples which then 
travel on from them into the wider world. Even the smallest, simplest thing can have 
a profound effect when it becomes magnified by the power of time. A friendly smile 
and ôgood morningõ to someone at the bus stop might lighten their mood and as a 
result change their interactions with others at home or work, and so the ripple 
spreads.  

An offer of help to a friend or neighbour, a small donation to a worthy charity, so 
many possible small but important outworkingõs of patience, kindness and love 
which when combined can literally change the world. 
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Maybe 2024 might be a good year to start thinking of ourselves as time travellers 
with this mighty power in our hands and begin looking forward to see, what, by our 
actions, we can change in the future. 

God bless. Rev Marc.  
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Whimple Parish Council 
 

Reporting a problem 
 

As we are experiencing periods of inclement weather at the moment, the Parish 
Council thought it would be helpful to let people know how to report any problems. 

Devon County Council is the organisation to contact for any of the following issues: 

¶ Potholes (of a certain size) 
¶ Faulty street lights 
¶ Flooding or blocked drains 
¶ Hazardous or fallen trees 
¶ Blocked access and trip hazards on a public right of way, 

including footpaths, pavements and cycleways 

To make a report, visit the Devon County Council website: 

www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem 

In the event of an emergency that is likely to present an imminent threat to life or 
serious injury, or serious damage to property please telephone 0345 155 1004. 

When making a report it is really appreciated if a precise location can be given.  The 
best way to do this is to use the What3 words website or app - https://
what3words.com/ 

Allotments waiting list 

The Council has recently updated its policy relating to allotments, which can be 
found on the Council website.  If you are interested in having an allotment and wish 
to join the waiting list, please contact the Clerk for more information. 

Annual Parish meeting 

The Annual Parish meeting will take place over the next few months and it is the op-
portunity for members of the public to come along and raise any issues or concerns 
with Councillors.  Once the date has been finalised a notice will be published on the 
website, Facebook page and on the noticeboard.  If you have any thoughts on top-
ics to be covered at the meeting please get in touch. 

Councillor co-option 

The Parish Council currently has five vacancies so if you are interested in joining the 
Council please get in touch. 

Amy Tregellas, Whimple Parish Clerk 

Website: www.whimpleparishcouncil.org, Email: whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com 

We are also contactable on Facebook  

http://www.devon.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/report-a-problem
https://what3words.com/
https://what3words.com/
http://www.whimpleparishcouncil.org
mailto:whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com
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VILLAGE HALL EXTENSION PLAN UPDATE 
 

A budget of around £400,000 was set to replace the roof on the main hall and to 
build an extension. We currently have £148,000 in our Buildings Fund.  

The hallõs Management Trustees, with the help of a local architect, have settled on a 
simple floor plan that would meet the needs of the community. The plan is now in 
the hands of a Quantity Surveyor who will carry out a preliminary cost analysis, that 
is to say, she will let us know if the agreed floor plan falls within our desired budget. 
If it doesnõt we will have to either make some changes or raise more funds. This is 
something we will think about in the coming months.  

We had planned to replace the main hall roof this summer but we have been ad-
vised to wait and either carryout out the work when the extension is built or do it 
after completion. The current roof is a poorly insulated single skinned metal struc-
ture.  Our plan is to replace it with an eco triple skinned roof that has an integral in-
sulation layer. This will reduce our heating costs and will ensure the hall is warmer in 
winter and cooler in summer.  

I hope to be able to give you more news and show you the final floor plans in the 
next addition of Whimple News. 

In the meantime our attention is focused on raising the additional £250,000 re-
quired. We are still searching for large grant opportunities but sadly in the current 
climate, these are few and far between. If you know of a possible grant opportunity 
then please let me know.  

On a more local front we have set up a ô100 Clubõ called the 250k CLUB ð more 
information can be found within this edition and at the village hall - I hope many will 
support this initiative. A series of community fund raising events have also been ar-
ranged ð again please see the poster within this edition and come along. 

You may have noticed the Thermometer is back on display at the front of the hall. 
Letõs try and get the red markers to the Ã400,000 target as soon as possible. 

A second hall or hiring space available to the whole community during the day, eve-
ry day of the year is much needed and will benefit everyone now and into the fu-
ture.  

If you would like to help us in anyway please email: victoryhall.friends@outlook.com  

Many thanks 

Sue Ayres ð Chair of Trustees.  

mailto:victoryhall.friends@outlook.com


 

18 



 

19 



 

20 


