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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets  

personal care and attention  

 

(now also looking after small animals ) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF  

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY  

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu  

changed daily  

alongside traditional  

ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 
ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 

LIVE MUSIC DATES 

Sunday 11th February 5.00pm - OõMarleys 

Friday 23rd February 9.30pm - The Super Naturals 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

07939 879305  
01404 823258  

 (Whimple)  

Geoff  

Delves  

Roofing  

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YO U WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING  FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLAT E WALL  

CLADDING.  
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Whatõs On In Whimple  
February  
 

  3rd`  Front Row Club ð see website and posters for details ð info on page 53 
  4th Dress Making Worksop ð details pages 34 & 35 
  6th  Over 60õs Tea Party and Get Together 
15th The Whimpletons present ôTreasure Island Part 2õ Victory Hall 7.30 pm.  
16th The Whimpletons present ôTreasure Island Part 2õ Victory Hall 7.30 pm.  
17th The Whimpletons present ôTreasure Island Part 2õ Victory Hall 

 matinee performance 2.00 pm.  
17th The Whimpletons present ôTreasure Island Part 2õ Victory Hall 7.30 pm. See 

page 13 
18th Geoff Gardner Birthday party Victory Hall ð details page 8 
18th Dress Making Worksop ð details pages 34 & 35 
20th  Over 60õs Bingo and Committee Meeting 
24th Soup ônõ Sarnie Victory Hall 12.00 noon to 1.30 pm 
24th Macmillan Mammoth Quiz ð Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers ð 

Victory Hall 7.30 pm ð Details page 44 
25th Dress Making Worksop ð details pages 34 & 35 
27th  Over 60õs Beetle Drive 
 

March  
 

  6th  Over 60õs Photo Competition 
10th Front Row Club ð see website and posters for details ð info on page 53 
13th  Over 60õs Speaker Rob Carlyon - Jersey in the War Years 
20th  Over 60õs Quingo 
24th Christ in the Concrete City St Maryõs Church 7.30pm. Details page 17 
25th Christ in the Concrete City St Maryõs Church 3.00pm. Details page 17 
27th  Over 60õs Whist, Dominoes, etc 
27th Christ in the Concrete City St Maryõs Church 7.30pm. Details page 17 
28th Christ in the Concrete City St Maryõs Church 7.30pm. Details page 17 
31st Soup ônõ Sarnie Victory Hall 12.00 noon to 1.30 pm 
 

April  
 

14th Front Row Club ð see website and posters for details ð info on page 53 
20th Closing date for responses to Whimple Neighbourhood Plan ð see page 11 
 

May  
 

12th VPA Spring Plant Sale and coffee morning Victory Hall 
19th Front Row Club ð see website and posters for details ð info on page 53 
 

June  
 

9th Front Row Club ð see website and posters for details ð info on page 53 
24th Exeter Gauge O Model Railway Group Open Day, Victory Hall, See page 11 
 

July  
1-8 Village Week 
  7th Whimple Day and Fun Run 
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Ed the Ed  
 

Our cover photo is of the Whimple Wassail, with pride of place on the left hand side 
given to our very own ôFiremanõ Ray Horn who creates brilliant bonfires in the two 
orchards we visit ð great for finding the right tree and for warming up! I have written 
a short article about this yearõs Wassail on page 12. Once again, when you look at 
the Whatõs On In Whimple page, we have a great variety of events to publicise for 
this wonderful village. So much to do, so little time!!!  

I tried my best in the last edition with noting the days that the Codfather would be in 
the Square before Christmas ð all with the best of intentions but fell at the hurdle of 
his vanõs electrical systems which failed and meant he couldnõt get to us! Hopefully 
all is well again.  

We had a fun run up to Christmas in the shop and I have to say, all the fun comes 
from dealing with you, our wonderful customers. So thank you to you who make 
working in the shop worthwhile! You will see that we are now stocking  home- 
made cakes, and it is temptation itself to be stood next to either carrot cake, swiss 
roll or lemon drizzle, especially when people ask ô What is it like?õ So, in the true 
sense of offering the complete customer experience, what choice do we have 
gentle reader but to test the product so that we may recommend and comment on 
it? Mark and Jenny are still pondering the proposal that the staff also sample the 
wines, again, purely for the fuller customer experience, you understand.  I fear that 
anything after 4.00 pm would go in a blur so best not to!!!!!!!!!!! 

You may be aware that the famous blue milk churn, lovingly painted by Sally for 
Dairy Cottage was stolen recently, having adorned our front step for some 20 years, 
protected by a security bike lock. We have reported it to the police but accept it will 
be low down on their list of priorities. We are just sad to have it stolen, as it was a 
part of our cottageõs charm.  Sadly at the time of writing this editorial, Clive and 
Sarah at Ratõs Castle also had their painted milk churn stolen, again protected by a 
sturdy chain. It is interesting that there has been a report of a local break-in, to 
agricultural premises when items containing metal have been taken. Metal appears 
to be a common theme here. If you see anything, please contact the police.  

Once again we need to ask drivers to slow down through the village. Recently a 
speeding car narrowly missed a cat in Talaton Road. Next time it could be a child. 

Now onto other things ð for some time now as I drive down Barrack Road on the 
way to Ottery, there is a Cat Hotel on the right which makes me smile. They have a 
planter in the shape of a cat, and according to the weather, they will adorn it with 
some appropriate headgear. So we have seen jaunty straw hats in summer, to 
souõwesters in the rain, and last week it wore a Tam aõShanter in celebration of 
Burns Night. Have a look but do it with care!!! 

If you would like to contribute an article for this great magazine we would love to 
hear from you; please either send it to Bob on  bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, or drop it 
into Dairy Cottage if technology is not your thing, by Monday March 5th. Thanks! 

Thanks to our great team of deliverers and the proofreading team. 

Ed H 
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Thank you to everyone for their kind wishes, cards and gifts over the Christmas 
period. We are sorry we didnõt have time to send cards out to everyone but we 
appreciate your custom, support and friendship. 

Listening to all the new year press coverage there are a few issues that we are 
pleased to say we have been aware of for a while. 

We only sell small cans of energy drinks and we donõt sell more than one can to 
children before school and if they want to buy more we check with parents first.   

We are very conscious of recycling and our cardboard and plastic film wrap is taken 
back to Bookers for recycling. We are allowed to do this because we sign up to 
Bookers scheme and have applied for a trade waste licence. We try to avoid plastics 
by selling loose fruit and veg and we do monitor our products and try, where 
possible, to stock the most environmentally sound products. We are always striving 
to find products that donõt use palm oil and try to encourage people to reuse carrier 
bags rather than supplying new ones.   

We donõt have a minimum spend on card transactions and do not charge for card 
use and cash withdrawals from the Post Office do not incur any charges. 

Our takeaway cups are recyclable and we are always happy to fill up your own 
reusable cups.  

It is nice to know everyone is catching us up! 

Mark and Jenny 

 

GEOFFREY GARDNER WOULD BE REALLY PLEASED 

IF ANYONE (EVERYONE) WHO FEELS THEY KNOW HIM 

WOULD JOIN HIM FOR A CELEBRATORY CUP OF TEA (+) 

On Sunday 18th February 

In The Victory Hall 

Any time 3.00pm to 5.00pm 

No presents, no speeches, no raffles 

Just your warm company 
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JULIAN WILSON 
Electrical Contractor  

 

1 Higher Woodhayes 
Farm 

Whimple 

 

Tel: 01404 822641 
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Whimple Neighbourhood Plan - Shaping your future 
 

Please accept apologies from the Steering Group for the delay in making the 
Survey available. We did wish, however, to ensure a well balanced questionnaire 
and one that was as straightforward as possible from both an online and paper 
based perspective. 

We are now pleased to tell you that the online Survey is now available on the 
designated site:- www.whimple-survey2017.co.uk. 

If you are unable to access the Internet or a computer, we will be stockpiling copies 
of the Questionnaire in the Village Shop, the office of Build Consultants Ltd (on the 
corner of School Hill opposite the Thirsty Farmer pub), and in the petrol station at 
the Hand and Pen from the 20th February.  

The closing date for responses to the Questionnaire will be the 20th April. 

An introductory or supplementary questionnaire, which embraces the various 
amenities within the Parish, is enclosed with this issue of Whimple News ð this will 
also be available online but for logistical reasons in a different format. 

We really hope to hear from as many of you as possible and value your interest. 

If you have any questions regarding the Questionnaire or the Neighbourhood Plan 
process, the Steering Group would welcome contact EITHER by Email OR by 
telephone if you donõt have email:- 

 Email : wpcnp2017@gmail.com Tel : 07864117619 

We will continue to keep you informed by articles in the Whimple News and on 
the Whats on in Whimple site or via the Parish Council 

Thank you! Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group 

 

EXETER GAUGE O MODEL RAILWAY GROUP 
The above Group meets at the Victory Hall every 1st and 3rd Thursday of each 
month, from 7.00pm to 9.45pm. We specialise in 7mm scale models, and 
welcome visitors to our sessions in the Hall. If you want to attend more than 
once, then we ask for a donation of Ã3.00.  

We will be holding our Open Day on 24th June, when we welcome outside 
Model Railway Groups and members of the public to come and see what we 
have on display. This year is particularly important for us as we celebrate 25 
years as a group. We had a tremendous response from the village when we ran 
a similar event a couple of years ago, so we look forward to welcoming more 
Whimple residents to our event! 

There is more information on our website which you will find on:  

www.exeter-gog.net 

If you have any questions, please contact me on exeter.gog@gmail.com.  

Chris Ward, Chairman 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or email  

barryseaforth@gmail.com  

WASSAIL 2018 
 

I have to admit that I spent an anxious afternoon before the wassail, whilst attending 
to my very important retail duties, looking at dark skies and the very real threat of 
heavy rain to accompany us round the orchards. The good news was that the 
temperature did not do its usual late afternoon ôplummetõ. As it was, it was an 
acceptable temperature and there was only a bit of rain towards the end of our trip 
around the village. I hate being cold, so had planned for a chilly evening ð five layers 
to be honest!! (great for the Wassail but you could be in danger of combustion 
when you are at the Cricket Club! ) But the five layers worked a treat. It was the first 
time the Wassail had been led by a Michelin man look-a-like! The only concern I had 
was that if I had a medical episode then A&E would have a long job in cutting their 
way through!!!! 

We had a splendid Wassail with just over a hundred people, and we had a lot of fun 
with our Wassail Princesses, Rosie and Ella, and Jim Causley with his assorted 
musicians leading the procession.  Thanks, as ever, to Ray ôThe Firemanõ Horn, the 
gun team, all the stewards for keeping us safe, the History Society, Paddy at the 
New Fountain for opening early for us, the team at the Cricket Club who provided 
an excellent food service and the bar team, plus of course the Wassail Cup 
providers and Margaret Burrough and Jim and Mary Chard for allowing us into their 
orchards.  And not to forget the good people who turned out on the night ð thanks 
for your support and we hope that you all enjoyed the Wassail.  

Letõs hope that we have helped towards a bumper harvest later this year!   Ed H 
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Join us for  

SoupõnõSarnie Lunch 
 

12.00noon to 1.30pm on 

 Saturday 24th February  

and Saturday 31st March  

 

Your Parish Council 
  

Whimple Parish Council exists to represent the interests of the whole community. 
The Parish Council consists of nine unpaid volunteer elected Councillors who work 
hard to understand the needs of different people in the community in a non-political 
culture. Occasionally there will be conflicts of interest requiring sensitive judgement 
and making difficult decisions, in an open and reasoned way, is something that the 
local council strives to do well in.  

To be effective, the Councillors need to be well informed about the diverse local 
views. The Neighbourhood Plan Questionnaire which should be launched in the 
coming weeks (apologies for the unforeseen delay), is just one of the ways of 
capturing feedback.  

Probably the most important source of information sharing, hearing about current 
issues and evidencing decision making is to attend the monthly Parish Council 
Meetings held in the Victory Hall. The Parish Council meet twice a month, normally 
on the first Monday in the month for a Planning Meeting and then on the third 
Monday in the month for a full Parish Meeting. The Agendas are published on the 
Wednesday before a meeting on the Parish Notice Board in the Square and on the 
Parish website http:// whimpleparishcouncil.weebly.com.  After the meetings the 
minutes are published in the same manner normally within 3 working days of the 
meeting.  

The Councillors welcome attendance by residents to the Parish Council Meetings 
and a full list of dates are displayed on the Notice Board and website. This is your 
opportunity to ôhave a sayõ and also be informed of both significant issues and 
matters of interest that impact the Parish. 
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Are you interested in becoming a Councillor?  
 

For many people, it is the satisfaction of acting on behalf of their local community 
that encourages them to become councillors. You need to be over 18 and a 
qualifying citizen of the Commonwealth, the European Community or the Republic 
of Ireland. You will work with other councillors to serve the community and are 
tasked to bring local issues to the attention of the Parish Council and help make 
decisions on behalf of the local community. 

The diversity of the Parish Council is its strength with councillors having different 
backgrounds, enthusiasms and interests. By working together as a team, councillors 
provide a service to the community. A councillor has responsibility to attend the 
Parish Council meetings when summonsed to do so, consider agenda items, take 
part in voting and respect decisions made by the majority of those present and 
voting and ensure the council is properly managed. The Parish Council has a code 
of conduct which deals with councillorõs obligations about their conduct including 
the registration and disclosures of interests. 

Are you interested in local issues? Are you able to commit time to attend meetings 
and associated duties that may be delegated to you as a councillor (such as a snow 
warden for example)? Are you passionate about Whimple Parish? Have you 
considered standing as a councillor? If this may be you call Kevin Finch, Whimple 
Parish Clerk 01404 823385 or email Kevin at whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com in 
the first instance for a confidential informal chat. Kevin Finch Whimple Parish Clerk 

Tel 823385 Web http://whimpleparishcouncil.weebly.com/ 
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Honorary Musical Director for Brass Ensemble 

 

East Devon Daytime Band was formed in March 2017 as an independent Brass 
Ensemble. The Band successfully progressed to performing Christmas Carolling 
engagements last year. 

We are a friendly, enthusiastic and supportive group of passionate brass players 
who are seeking musical direction. We meet every Wednesday morning at Tipton St 
John Community Hall, Tipton St John, Devon, EX10 0AF where there is good 
parking. 

We are now seeking an Honorary MD to help the growth and development of the 
Band: a sympathetic, kind spirited, experienced musician with a sound 
understanding of the brass musical genre to take up the baton and help move the 
Band forward. 

For further information about the Band please visit our website at : 

http://eastdevondaytimeband.weebly.com. 

If you are interested in this exciting opportunity, or know someone who may be, 
please contact our Chairman, Trevor Heynes:  

Tel: 01395 708766; email: trevor.heynes@gmail.com 
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WHIMPLE AND DISTRICT VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 
 

Our last event for 2017 was the Quiz Night on Friday10th November. This proved 
to be a very well supported event and was certainly a very entertaining evening. It 
was good to see some new faces and it was evident that everyone enjoyed the 
evening. Our thanks go to Brian Nelson and Roy Cark for the Gardening Questions 
and to Doreen Staddon for the General Knowledge Questions. For some extra 
entertainment we also had some Dingbats to solve which well and truly tested 
everyoneõs lateral thinking processes! This is definitely an event we will be repeating 
later this year!  

By the time this edition of the News goes to print we will have had our AGM which 
was held on Monday 22nd January. The reports will no doubt have reflected on 
another successful year for the VPA and a full report will be in the next edition. We 
are naturally looking forward to another very enjoyable year. 

Our Annual Spring Plant Sale and Coffee Morning will be on Saturday 12th May in 
the Village Hall. This is now a well and truly established annual event and hopefully 
we will have the same support this year. We aim to provide a wide range of plants, 
so hopefully the weather will be kind to those of us who grow the plants and there 
will be something for everyone! The money raised enables us to fully cover the cost 
of the Annual Flower Show which is a great help to ensure the success of the Show. 

The annual Flower and Craft Show will, as usual, be on the second Saturday in 
August and this year the date will be Saturday 11th August 2018. Details of the 
Photography Classes were published in the last edition of the News but for the 
benefit of those of you who missed them, here they are again. All the classes are for 
a coloured or black and white print, maximum size being 6ó x 8ó, or 150mm x 
200mm. The titles for this year are: ôDoorsõ; ôFrozenõ; ôA Non Flowering Subjectõ (eg 
Ferns, Fungi; Mosses. Leaves etc); ôPatterns in Natureõ; ôA Quotationõ; ôReflectionsõ; 
ôStonesõ; ôLove isé..õ; ôShadowsõ and ôAll Creatures Great and Smallõ. So, hopefully, 
there are some suitable titles for all those keen photographers we have in the 
village! We hope to have the schedules out with the details of all the Classes by the 
plant sale in May. 

Those are the two main events for the year but we hope to arrange some more for 
which full details will, of course, appear in future editions of the News. 

As mentioned in a previous edition of The News, we are looking to run a garden 
competition for the young people in the village. Details of the competition are 
shown in the preliminary draft we have put together which is on the opposite page. 
It is proposed to have three age groups and we are looking for expressions of 
interest to see if this will be viable to run. If, having read the details of the 
competition, anyone is interested in taking part, then we would like you to let Hugh 
Roberts know. He can be contacted on 822651 or by email on 
hughroberts@cooptel.net and this will enable us to see what support there is for this 
innovative project. 

We look forward to seeing you at the above events as well as any others we can 
arrange during the year.  

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary 
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WHIMPLE VILLAGE PRODUCE ASSOCIATION  

Garden Competition For Young People 
Starting in 2018õ the VPA will be running a gardening competition for young people. 
There will be three age categories as detailed below. It is open to young people 
living within a radius of 5 miles from Whimple Church. 

Competitors will be asked to look after a small garden at their home or at a friendõs/ 
relativeõs house or part of an allotment and become involved in planning, decision 
making, and routine work. If actual garden plots are not available, big planters may 
be substituted.  We would like you to maintain a small number of ornamental plants 
and common vegetables or salad crops. You must be involved in soil preparation 
and sowing seeds, both for your garden/planters, and using your own sown 
transplants. Two VPA members will visit you in late May and July, take a look at your 
efforts, and chat to you about your general knowledge of gardening and the garden/
planters you are managing. They will score your efforts and a cash prize will be 
awarded to the winners at the Flower Show in August 2018 

Prizes:     Age 5-10  Ã15   :   Age 10-15 Ã25  :  Age 16-20 Ã40  

Specifications: 

Age 5-10 only. (contact details will be requested at handover) 

You will be given a container in which to grow your plants. You must grow two 
small annual flowers (trailing types best e.g. trailing lobelia, dwarf petunia) and two 
salad crops (bunch or single plants e.g. lettuce, rocket or radishes). 

Provide your name, address and phone number (or parent/carer) your DOB and 
your age on 1st January 2018 - Email address if preferred 

Advice is available from: Hugh Roberts 822651 on general matters, Branco Love 
822006 on vegetables and salads and Paul Wilson 822744 on flowers 

Older Competitors Age 10-15 Age16-20 

Your garden area. (no lawn 
area to be included)  

At least 6m2  or 3 
containers or planters 

At least 8m2  or 5 containers  

or planters 

Small perennial flowering 
plant, 2 different herbs, not 
more than 3 varieties of 
annual flowers.  

Examples: Rock rose, 
hardy geranium, 
antirrhinum, lobelia 

Ditto 10 -15 group but 
expect more questioning! 

Vegetables and salad crops 
- 3 rows, of your own 
choice of varieties ð but 
see suggestions. Some 
must be planted out from 
your own raised seedlings  

leeks, parsnips beetroot, 
broad beans, courgettes, 
dwarf beans, radish, 
lettuce and rocket are 
typical examples. 

Compact runner bean 
tripod or similar 

Ditto 10-15 group 

Slightly more in depth 
questioning 
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Tanzania Update: 
 

Dulcie and I would like to give you an update on how our 
fundraising for the Tanzania expedition is going. We  had a 
great time running the Christmas Film Night and would like to 
thank everyone who supported our film night, with a special thanks to Rob Davis for 
lending us all of the equipment and setting the hall up for us. We really appreciate it 
and altogether the cinema night raised over Ã200. 

We would also like to thank everyone who has purchased items from our stall in the 
village shop and who has kindly donated money  which has raised over Ã300 . 

Look out for other upcoming events that we will be holding in the village which will 
be advertised in the Whimple News and shop. 

Lastly donõt forget you can also support our cause by simply shopping online 
through easyfundraising via the links below 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/dulciesanders/ 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/myawalker/ 

Thank you again 

 Mya and Dulcie  



 

21 

 

PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Hospiscare Magpies 

CRAFT FAIR  

West Hill Village Hall. 

2.00 ð 5.00pm 5th May 2018  
 

Otter Vale Hospiscare Support Group are organising a Craft Fair on 5th May 2018 
at the West Hill Village Hall. There will be a variety of stalls, selling wonderful hand-
crafted items all made locally. Refreshments will include traditional cream teas, as 
well as the new popular savoury version. All the money raised will go directly to 
Hospiscare.  

If you are interested in coming as a stallholder, please contact Cathy on 814852 or 
email cathybadley@hotmail.co.uk as soon as possible to book your table. Thank you 
for supporting Hospiscare. 

THANK YOU FROM MARY WEBBER 
  

I would like to thank everyone for all the cards and kind letters I have received since 
moving into my new home. I am settling in well and have lovely views from my 
windows. 

Mary 
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Andy 

Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 

Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheenaôs Hair Fashions 

Mobile Hairdresser 

Whimple 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

sheenabean1959@gmail.com 
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darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 

 

Over 65õs Christmas Party 
 

As no one came forward to organise the 2017 Christmas Party, and thanks to 
the generosity of some Whimple residents and careful financial management,  
I have over Ã700 at present which is held in the Britannia Building Society.  

I therefore intend donating this to the Exeter branch of Age UK. 

However, if anyone feels this should be donated elsewhere, please contact me 
by the end of March 2018 with alternative suggestions which I will consider. 

Please contact me by -  

phone on 823157  

email ccjdown@btinternet.com 

or writing to Sunnybank, Church Road, Whimple EX5 2TG 

Many thanks  

Gill Down 
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517018  
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Hospiscare  
 

A new year and Ottervale Friends of Hospiscare have a busy calendar of events 
planned ð some old favourites and some new ventures. But first, a heartfelt òthank 
youó to everyone who attended our 2017 events and bought cakes, raffle tickets, 
Christmas cards, Magpies jewellery, etc and put money in collecting tins. Every 
penny raised goes to Hospiscare to help local patients and their families.  

Throughout the year there are 10 bingo nights booked at the Ottery Football Club. 
These are always well supported and we thank the Football Club for allowing us the 
use of their premises and for all the money they raised for Hospiscare at their 
matches last year. Look out for posters with dates and times.  

The annual Wayfarers lunch will be held at the Royal British Legion hall in West Hill 
on March 10th. Tickets, in advance only, from Margery Whittington, 01404 814366; 
West Hill Post Office; and the Hospiscare shop in Ottery St. Mary. Two courses and 
coffee for Ã12 ð all food homemade and delicious!  

On March 24th there will be an Easter coffee morning at Newton Poppleford village 
hall from 10.00am to 12.00noon. As well as tasty treats, there will be a raffle and 
various stalls ð cakes; books; crafts; Magpies jewellery, etc.  

Also on March 24th there will be a concert by the Choral Society in St. Mary's 
Church, Ottery St. Mary. The Society has been a great supporter of Hospiscare over 
the years.  



 

27 

November and December weather (Dince Hill Close) 
 

 November  December  

 Reading Date Reading Date 

Temperature      

Maximum (ÁC) 15.1 1st 13.0 30th 

Minimum (ÁC) -4.5 29th -5.5 12th 

Days with frost 9  11  

Precipitation      

Days with rain 16  19  

Wettest day (mm) 10.7 22nd 17.3 26th 

Monthly total (mm) 54.1  97.8  

Monthly total 
relative to 2016  

34%  550%  

Monthly total 
relative to Whimple 
long-term average  

51%  97%  

The first three weeks of November were very mild, cloudy and damp and overall it 
was a relatively dry month, especially compared to last year.  November ended on 
a cold note and this continued through most of December, with some hard frosts, 
but no snow.  In terms of rainfall, prior to the festive period December was quite 
dry but this changed with a lot of wet and windy weather between Christmas and 
the New Year.  As a result, December turned out to be the wettest month of the 
year, followed by September and July.  Total precipitation for 2017 was 831.3 mm 
(32.73 inches), compared to 834.4 mm (32.85 inches) in 2016.  By way of context, 
the wettest year recorded in Whimple since 1969 was 2012 (1265 mm; 49.80 
inches), and the driest was 1975 (677 mm; 26.65 inches). 

Simon Foulds 

Hospiscare  
 

Continuing the musical theme, on April 14th there will be another concert in Ottery 
St. Mary Church, this time featuring the Budleigh Male Voice Choir. More details to 
come ð look out for posters nearer the time.  

On May 5th we have a new event ð a selling Craft Fair, with cream teas, to be held 
in West Hill village hall. So all you crafters and craft lovers, mark the date in your 
diary. If you would like more information, or to book a table, please phone Cathy 
Badley on 814852.  
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§PORTRAITS  

§BODY BEAUTIFUL  

§WEDDINGS  

§COMMERCIAL  

 

www.suedraycottphotography.co.uk  
 

suedraycott@rocketmail.com  
 

Home: 822969  
Mobile: 07793 388012  
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Important dates for your Diary 2018  

 

WHIMPLE VILLAGE WEEK  

1 st  - 8 th  JULY  
 

on the Parish Field  

 

WHIMPLE DAY and FUN RUN  

SATURDAY 7 th  JULY  
 

If you or your organisation would like to raise funds by having a stall 
or organising an activity or you would just like to help, please let one 

of the team know, we would love to hear from you.  

 

Bob Scanlan, Ali Tierney, David Myers, Sue Draycott, Gary Lovering, 
Heather Pye, Louise Walmsley, Suzanne Rothwell, Katie Williams, 

Rosie Davies, Sam Walker, Sue Ayres. 

 

Weõd also be keen to hear your ideas to freshen up 
what is a special Village Week 
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Whimple History Society 

Tales of Whimple 
 

The Murder of Police Constable Potter 
 

In the last edition, we told the heartening story of how an abandoned baby, Thomas 
La Drawer, was adopted by a Whimple family and became part of the village 
community.  

However, the most idyllic of places sometimes have a darker side. Sadly, Whimple is 
no exception, as shown by the shocking murder of the Whimple village constable. 
This terrible incident became a virtual legend within the Police Force. 

P.C. John Tremlett Potter was a quiet man, loyal to his comrades and trusted by his 
superiors. He commanded a great deal of respect in the Force. 

For some months he had received reports that petty theft was taking place at the 
offices of Whitewayõs Cyder Company. P.C. Potter arranged with the company to 
have access to the offices in order to keep watch and hopefully apprehend the 
culprits. On the 17th January 1938 he set out from his home to walk to Knowle 
Cross but purposely only took his torch, leaving his truncheon and handcuffs behind 
as he intended to return home for supper before continuing his shift. 

However, he did not return home and his wife and son assumed he would return at 
midnight when his shift finished. At 3am Mrs Potter could wait no longer and 
telephoned Sergeant Abrahams at Ottery St Mary. Her son, William, went to look 
for his father at the factory but returned home after he had found the door to the 
offices secure. Sergeant Abrahams and a colleague also searched for their comrade 
but found nothing untoward at the offices. 

At 7.00am the following morning Mr Ronald Whiteway arrived at the factory and on 
entering the offices found P.C. Potter lying in a pool of blood and with severe head 
injuries. The policeman was immediately taken to the Royal Devon and Exeter 
Hospital where he subsequently died from his injuries on 2nd February1938. 

The hunt started for his assailants. 

Suspicion fell on two employees of Whitewayõs, Stanley Clarence George Martin 
and Leslie George Downing. Martin had facial injuries on turning up for work the 
day after the attack and Downingõs fingerprints were found on the office window. 
When interviewed, Downing admitted that they had broken in to the offices but had 
found nothing worth stealing. They started to leave with just a bag of sweets when 
they encountered P.C. Potter. Downing stated that the policeman failed to notice 
him and he was able to escape and he caught the 9.28pm train to Exeter. 

Martin was grabbed by P.C. Potter and a lengthy fight ensued which ended after 
Martin had hit the constable several times over the head with a metal chair. He then 
left by the main door, securing it behind him.  He later confirmed that Downing had 
not been involved in the fight. 
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On the 18th February, Downing and Martin were committed to trial at the Central 
Criminal Court on two charges: 

1. Jointly murdering P. C. Potter 

2. Breaking and entering the offices of Whitewayõs Cyder Company and stealing 
therefrom. 

The trial lasted only five days. 

Martin was found guilty of the murder and sentenced to death. Downing was found 
not guilty of murder but guilty of office breaking and sentenced to 12 months 
imprisonment. 

After petitioning for a reprieve from his death sentence, and supported by public 
outcry, Martinõs sentence was commuted to penal servitude for life. He was finally 
released in 1950 and, perhaps surprisingly, returned to live in Whimple. 

P C Potterõs funeral was held in Whimple and attended by police officers from all 
over the country, who provided an honour guard for the coffin. A fitting send off for 
their comrade who had given his life in the line of duty. P.C. Potterõs grave lies in the 
churchyard of St Maryõs Church. 
 

Mrs Potter and her son received overwhelming sympathy and support and police 
officers from all over the country and members of the public contributed to a fund 
set up to assist them. Whitewayõs Cyder Company was a major contributor to the 
fund and the monies raised were used to purchase a plot of land and build a house 
for them to live in. The house, Lyndon, is next to the Heritage Centre. 


