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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 
ñññ 

 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
 

    

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 
SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  
EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

MUSIC DATES 
 

Folk Week :  Blue Suede Shoes on June 20th 
Whimple Week:  Plan B 11th July 
Morris Dancing outside the Farmer on the 12th July in 

the afternoon 
Music nights :  

Furious George     1st August 
Thick as Thieves 22nd August 
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WHATõS ON IN WHIMPLE 
 

June 

  7th ôPlan Bõ at the Cricket Club 
12th Pre School Summer Fayre, Victory Hall Garden, 10.00am-12.00pm 
13th Meat Bingo, Cricket Club, 7.30pm 
14th Church Fete, Hindstrete, Church Road, 2.30pm 
20-22ndEnglish Country Music Weekend ð for details see advert 
26th Freecycle/Afternoon Tea, Scout Hut, 12.00noon-4.30pm 
28th Recycling (plastic bottles & cardboard), Village Car Park, 10.00 -11.00am 
28th Open Gardens, Whimple, see posters for details 
 

July 

6th-13th Village Week ð numerous activities ð see centre pages 
10th Tennis Club Summer Social, 6.00pm ð 9.00pm 
12th Morris Dancing, outside the Thirsty Farmer 
12th Village day - School Fayre, Fun Run, Fancy Dress and Grand Draw 
19th Meat Bingo, Cricket Club, 7.30pm 
25th Guided Village Walk, starting from Heritage Centre, 6.30pm 
 

August 

  1st Guided Village Walk, starting from Heritage Centre, 6.30pm 
  8th Meat Bingo in aid of over 65õs Christmas Party, Cricket Club,  
  9th VPA Flower and Craft Show, Victory Hall, 2.30pm 

St Maryõs Church 
 

 Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  
   11.00am  Celebration Service  

 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Service 

 4th Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 5th Sunday 11.00am Joint Benefice Communion 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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Ed the Ed 
We have an action-packed edition here for you gentle reader ð with the unexpected good 
news that Graham is re-opening the Village Shop (see pages 12 & 13). This edition has lots 
of examples of how this village gets involved and takes responsibility (one of my soap 
boxes, you may have noticed!). The Shop Project was one example, with the Hall meeting 
and then the generous offers of practical and financial help. We cannot afford to be 
spectators ð if there is something that needs doing, donõt wait for someone else to do it! I 
met a lovely set of initials for  ôGOYAõ in a previous life ésimply Get Off Youõre A***; we 
have many peeps doing just that in the next few weeks. Great stuff! 

Congratulations to Jim and Alison at the PO for succeeding in remaining open; and well 
done to Jim for his bravery in rescuing Jean Mazurek when her house exploded. I have 
heard it said that as soon as he heard the first ôboomõ he hurried up the road to see if Jean 
wanted to increase the amount of her PO Domestic Insurance policy. Jim has appeared in 
so many Express and Echoõs that they donõt bother with any new photos of him - they just 
go straight to the ôJim Galleryõ that they keep.  

Talking of house damage, (another seamless link) the current Mrs H and I are pleased to 
see that the recent damage to Dairy Cottage by CDC (Croft Demolition Company) has 
now been repaired and we can live peacefully until the next time a delivery lorry tries a 
short cut through our wall. 

We are delighted to have an article from Sally Wildeõs mum, Vivian, who spent a weekend 
with Whimple recently, and put finger to keyboard about her time here that included both 
the Murder Mystery and the Barn Dance. Gosh, how Sally spoils her mother! 

Well done to Sarah, Maggie and Janet for completing the London Marathon ðJanet has 
offered some words on that great achievement in this edition, and they raised nearly 
Ã4000 for charity at the same time. Great job, team! 

The timetable for Village Week is set out in this edition, so please support all that you can 
ð it is all for a local cause, and is always a lot of fun. Hidden amongst those events are 2 
opportunities to join a Guided Village Walk run by the History Society. These are always a 
relaxed way to learn about the village where you live, and will take about 2 hours 
wandering around, and learning how it has developed and changed. My favourite piece 
was spotting the few houses in the village that have NOT been the Post Office!! 

That Geoff Delves (who has to be King of the GOYAs) just missed the deadline for last 
times edition, with his report of the Past vs Present Whimple Football match. When we 
saw them come off the pitch, it appeared to have been a bit of a mud bath especially for 
Geoff himself and Dave Box. Once in the panto, you just have to go for it, wherever you 
are!! 

If you would like to put pen to paper for the next edition, please either leave it with Jim 
and Alison at the PO (heõll be the one in the Superman outfit, Alison will be the one 
covered in cake ingredients and jam). Or you may like to send it direct to Bob Scanlan 
(bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk) by Monday 14th July. We donõt take anonymous articles, but 
are happy to include contributions from named people, but we can publish without 
names in those instances.  

And thank you to the kind contributor who left a donation at the PO recently.  

Have a great summer 

Ed H 
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  

 

Liberte  holidays                     
 

...Your French connection in the South of France:  

Long lazy sunny days in a beautiful French villa,  

with communal pool, right on the Mediterranean coast.  

Sleeps up to six and includes patio garden with barbecue. Satellite TV, 
washing machine, bike and roller-blade hire, wind surfing, kite surfing 
and sand sailing, as well as horse riding and go carting and on the edge 
of a nature reserve.  

Situated near all major airports (Flybe, Ryanair, Easyjet) and airport 
collection available. Auto train to Narbonne from Calais; 10 min drive 
from motorway. Prices from £70 p.p./during July and August (price based 
on 6 people sharing). Also countryside B & B available and assistance 
with house searches and relocation available. 

Please visit: www.liberteholidays.com  or phone Janine or Paul on 

00 -33 -468 -44 -12 -08  
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Whimple Post Office News 

We are very pleased to inform you all that we are to remain open. In our 
immediate area we have been lucky in keeping Talaton, Broadclyst and 
Rockbeare, but our sympathies go to Tipton St John who are one of the branches 
set to close. 

Anyone visiting the Post Office recently would have noticed a few changes, 
some new lines, and services that are now available to you. The most important 
thing now is that you can arrange to pick up your prescribed medicines from us. 
Just inform your surgery, Coleridge or Pinhoe, or bring in your prescription and 
we will do the rest. 

We have just become an agent for Johnsonõs Dry Cleaners. Our pick up days are 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, and the turn around is usually two days. 
They will also take Laundry; itõs a great way of getting large items cleaned such as 
curtains and duvets. They also have a carpet cleaner for hire ð ask for details if 
you are interested. 

Milk sales are increasing, and we try to have all combinations available. We buy 
our milk from an Exeter based dairy, who supply us daily with West Country Milk 
We also sell eggs - local, free range, and large ! 

We are pleased to say that the Newspaper system is working well, all due to the 
fantastic help of Marion Daniels. Just to clarify the present situation - the Express 
and Echo and the Western Morning News are always available, the Daily 
Nationals will need to be pre-ordered, with a few spare copies available until 
lunch time.  

Oh, and by the way, we also sell stamps !!! We sometimes have to remind 
ourselves the real reason why we are here. Your support is essential, as always, to 
keep the business viable. 

Both Jim and I would like to thank everyone for all the support that you have 
given us over the past few difficult months; it certainly makes the extra work all 
worthwhile.  

Jim & Alison 
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FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

 

A LAST TRIBUTE TO BILL PORTER OF TORENA 

Iõd like to be the sort of friend that you have been to me 
Iõd like to be the help that you were always glad to be 
Iõd like to mean as much to you as you have meant to me 
I am wishing that at this special time I could but repay you 

A portion of the gladness that you have strewn my way 
 

If I could have only one wish, Iõd like to be the sort of friend that you have been to 
me and so many others who have come to know you 

I count myself if nothing else to be a happy soul in remembering a good friend.  I 
am sure that all of those from this village who went to pay their last respects were 
also touched by the beauty and simplicity of the service at the crematorium and 
later at The New Fountain Inn where Paul and Gill received us with so much 
kindness.  Bill was a true countryman and had a wonderful dose of common sense.  
For all the trivial rounds and common daily tasks, he knew the joy of early morning 
light.  I remember him telling me that nine out of ten plants in the world were grass, 
reminding me that even my ordinary lawn was at the same time wonderful.  Since 
then, it seems to me that the good way to look at the common things in life is to 
find something of beauty in all of them.   

Bill had a great gift and affinity with the natural world, people and animals ð 
especially dogs.  Many people in this village will have had an experience of it.  On 
his long walks he always had sweets for the children or biscuits for the dogs!  

I am so fortunate to have this same affinity with just a little extra love for my birds!  
The thrushes that deserted me last year are back, and enchant me with their 
melodies, as well as the many blackbirds waiting for me early in the morning 
expecting crumbs.  My father used to say that as a child I could charm the birds off 
the trees ð and I still do with the greatest of joy.  I have learned to appreciate the 
quality of each hour.  When I look to the brook in the Square and see blackbirds 
and pied wagtails having a dip and preening themselves I think of that water which 
day after day looks the same whether in full flow or trickling.  I realise the water is 
constantly renewing itself and that with all the many changes in our daily life, the 
greatest is not to change but to adapt ourselves to changes.   

When Jack and I moved to Devon from London and lived in three different villages, 
the first thing we were told about village life was the most important thing to 
remember was the three Põs:- Parson, Pub and Post Office.  The first visitor we had 
in our new homes was the local Parson.  \what a warm welcome we had in The 
Square from our Rector the unforgettable Harold Tucker and his charming wife ð 
Mary. 

A Parson was seen everywhere and was known by and knew everyone whether 
you were a churchgoer or not, we all belonged.  Every Sunday morning the Rector 
walked all the way down from the Rectory at the top of Church Road and he 
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unlocked the church and got everything ready for the 8 oõclock communion and 
also rang the bell so we knew it was Sunday.   

Soon after we arrived Reverend Tucker asked us if we could take the Sunday 
School classes every Sunday at The Old Manse, which we did gladly.  The 
children came for half an hour and then were bought to church to witness the 
sanctity and reverence of the service, and they all liked it.  Pastoral visits and 
social events at The Rectory were the norm and it was always a pleasure to have 
the Rector giving us a concert on his pianola.  He was, and still is, a good 
musician even in his retirement.  The variety of services was amazing, almost all 
the activities in the village had a special service, Harvest service and supper, the 
Plough service, the Sport service, Scouts etc... 

But then came the great change; Rectors and Vicars were replaced by Priests-in-
Charge of several parishes and thatõs when pastoral visits ceased.  You can 
imagine what it meant to many people especially the very sick like Jack who had 
cancer and was one of the unfortunate many who had undergone the wrong 
treatment with an overdose of radium which resulted in burns.  It is at that time I 
decided to look after Jack at home where he would get quality of life he would 
not get anywhere else, and that is when friends rallied round.   

Colonel Paul Pettit would pop down the hill calling in offering a cheerful visit and 
help, Betty Williams our postmistress often left little messages on the door with a 
posy òThinking of Youó, Margaret and Henry Stephens (what friends we had in 
them), Graham Hansford trying to make us smile, Tom Perry and, of course, dear 
Bill Porter who was most kind and thoughtful.   

I remember one day he came offering a bunch of asparagus after hearing that 
Jack had difficulty swallowing, but still enjoyed it.  òIõd rather give you these now 
than flowers when youõre gone!ó  On The day of Jackõs funeral he offered to care 
for our beloved airedale, Blaze.  On learning what time the hearse was coming 
out from the Chapel of Rest at the Hand & Pen ð he was there as Graham 
Hansford drove out ð encouraging Blaze to sit and bow his head in respect for his 
passing master.  Bill was also kind to the family of the late Colonel Pettit by 
looking after their hedge and garden at Lawn End until the house was sold.  Betty 
Williams came back from Singapore on the last day of Billõs life, bringing him 
some lovely orchids which I placed in his hands for his final journey as a token of 
friendship.  Last but not least, dear Bill never forgot my birthday, his smiley face 
arriving with a card and present ð usually a nice bottle of sherry.  Christmas times 
he would walk down from Torena with a plant, be it a poinsettia, cyclamen or 
azalea, in fact I still have the plant he gave me last Christmas.  A friend in need is a 
friend indeed.   

Donõt wait till you have a garden 
To grow lifeõs favourite flowers 

True friendship blossoms not in soil 
But happy well spent hours 

I have been so blessed, in my long-lived life, in the true friendships I have found in 
Devon.  For me, there are no strangers in the world, only friends I have yet to 
meet. 



10 

 

 

West One 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  

3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage)          Free Parking  
 

Ladies cuts from £8.00 

Menôs  cuts from £6.50 

Children  from £5.00 

  

Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

Opening:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday. 

For an Appointment Please call 01404 814913 or Call in for Free Consultation.  

 

Hair Design 

01404   814 913 
 

 

The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple 
 

Consultations by appointment. at various times throughout the day 
We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 
please call the surgery on 01404 823230. 

Now open all day!!!!!!!!!  

Opening Hours: Monday and Wednesday: 8.45am - 7.00pm  

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.45am - 5.45pm 

Saturday: 10.30am - 12.00noon 

24 hour emergency service 01404 823230 

Vale Vets - The Vets Your Pet Would Choose 



11 

 



12 

 

 
For all your daily requirements  

of 

MILK, CREAM, EGGS, FRUIT JUICE  

ORGANIC, SOYA & GOATS MILK  

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES  

POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

also 

BIRD FOOD REQUIREMENTS AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

Delivered to your door  

SPIT ROAST SERVICES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Please contact 

VICTOR & MARIAN DANIEL  

Summerbridge, Whimple, Devon 

01404 822458   

WHIMPLE STORES 
 

Karen & I have now reopened the shop and will operate on a Monday to Friday 
basis with these opening hours:- 

Monday  7-30am   to   6-00pm 
Tuesday    7-30am   to   5-30pm 
Wednesday  7-30am   to   6-00pm 
Thursday  7-30am   to   5-30pm 
Friday      7-30am   to   6-00pm 

Due to the high costs of electricity and continuing big rises in the costs of ôbake 
offõ bread products and cakes, we will no longer be baking on the premises. 

We plan to be selling the usual corner shop products such as bread, milk, eggs, 
coffee, tea, vegetables, cool drinks, wine, spirits, ales, lagers, confectionery, 
soups, sugar, jams, cakes, cleaning and laundry products etc. 

This is your opportunity to support the shop to continue to make it a viable and 
essential part of your village lifestyle. 

Suggestions of products you would like to be able to buy in the shop can be left 
in a suggestion box on the counter, or just ask Karen or myself. 

Orders for bread would ensure your supply - phone 01404 822316 during shop 
hours. 

Karen and Graham look forward to seeing you in the shop. 
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VILLAGE SHOP PROJECT ð UPDATE 
 

I had planned to open this article with a summary of the shop survey results as 
promised in the last edition, but then the Shop Project Team were taken by 
surprise when Graham told us that he planned to re-open the village shop. We 
held a meeting with him on 14 May to fully understand his plans, and following 
that meeting, we will be putting the Shop Project ôon iceõ. 

From that meeting, we gathered that Graham wants to re-open the shop (date to 
be decided) but with reduced stock, and a smaller shop area. He does not plan 
to do papers or fresh bread, and will open Monday ð Friday.  I will leave Graham 
to fill in the gaps.  

The shop will remain on the market, and if/when it is sold, the Shop Project 
Team will review the future based on whether the new owners want to continue 
with the shop or use it in a different way.  

We have contacted all the kind people who volunteered to offer help in 
whatever the ônew shopõ was going to look like, and have explained this. So our 
grateful thanks to those 40 people. We have returned all the kind donations for 
the initial shop plan, and would also like to thank all those generous people who 
had said they would offer loans to our project. It is good to know that we had 
your support.  

At the meeting with Graham, once we had understood his plans, we offered him 
a summary of the survey results so that he had a clear idea of what the village 
wanted from its village shop. Obviously there is a difference between us starting 
from scratch, and Graham re-opening, but we hoped that the survey results 
would help to focus his ideas on village priorities.  

We had an excellent 110 returned survey forms, so thank you very much for the 
time and effort that you all put into completing those. Of those 110, 109 said 
that they would use the shop. (By a process of deduction, gentle reader, you will 
have worked out that one person did not plan to use the new shop). 

The top 4 items from the survey were bread, papers, fresh vegetables and milk. 
Comments from the forms also clarified that people wanted us to use local 
suppliers,  preferably with organic or free range, to offer quality produce, and 
that the shop would not be the main shop for many households, but used mainly 
for things that you ran out of. We found the survey results very helpful, and they 
reinforced our own views of what this new shop idea would look like.  

So thank you again for those forms, but most importantly, thank you to Vicki at 
the Thirsty Farmer who had offered us some real, practical help with our early 
plans, and to Jim and Alison at the PO who have stepped into the breach with 
the supply of milk and papers over the last few weeks. Obviously they have had 
their own concerns over the last months about the possible closure of the PO, 
so a big thank you to them for all their hard work.  

Gordon Podbury, Gill Wilson, Lester Bowker, John Mackie and Ed H 
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 VPA Flower and Craft Show 

 

Here are some advance details about this yearõs Flower and Craft Show. 

Our annual show will be on Saturday 9th August. It is the 55th annual show 
since this tradition first started in the middle of the last century, making this the 
oldest surviving village event which has run up to the current date without a 
break. We hope to see as many as possible of the 102 villagers who entered 
last year because, without you, there would be no show! We would particularly 
like to welcome a few Flower Show virgins or first-timers.  

The thing that puts most people off is that their produce will not be good 
enough. Then, on the day, they come along and can be heard muttering, òmy 
carrots would have been as good as those!ó Come on, please have a go ð the 
competition is light-hearted and we would love to see you! Also remember that 
if your entry doesnõt win a prize, no-one will know it was yours unless you tell 
them, as exhibits are displayed anonymously to make sure the judging is 
òblindó. 

Another thing people say sometimes is that the format of the Show doesnõt 
change enough from year to year. This year you will find plenty of changes! We 
hope you like them. 

To begin with we have brought forward a little the time when the Show is open 
to the public to 2.30pm and prize-giving will be earlier too at 4.45pm. 

We have split Flowers and Vegetables into two separate sections with two cups 
to be awarded in each. The Whimple Folk Cup will still be awarded to the 
person with the most points over both these two disciplines. 

Weõve thrown out the standard recipes! This year you are free to bake and 
make your dishes in the Homecraft section in exactly the way you want to ð 
but still keep to the numbers and sizes in the schedule. By the way, in addition 
to the usual jams and chutneys, the classes this year include a savoury 
vegetarian dish, a gingerbread and Chelsea Buns. 

We are not having home made hooch classes this year (Beer, wine, cider etc) 
as there havenõt been many entries recently. It must be all that cheap 
supermarket booze? But it would be a shame if all the traditional skills were lost 
and we will be happy to reinstate these classes when we hear that illicit stills are 
smoking again in Aller woods! 

The Flower Arrangement titles are Cider with Rosie, a floral birthday card, How 
Green is my Valley, The Beachcomber and The Magnificent Seven. That last 
one is for MEN only! Let your feminine side out and shove seven flowers in a 
jug!! How hard can it be? 

Photography titles are Roof Lines, Close up of a botanical subject, Moving 
Water, a Skyscape, Wildlife or Pet photo and, finally, a picture of an unusual or 
amusing sign. 
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Craft classes include quilted item, sewn item, hand knitted item, a tea Cosy, 
article made mainly from wood , and a painting/sketch. Please see the schedule 
for size limits for all these. 

Talking of Schedules, they are all ready now. If you want one straight away give 
me a ring on 822437. I hope Jim and Alison will be able to find room for lots 
more copies amongst the milk and bread nearer the date of the Show! 

Finally we are getting involved with Whimple School to promote the Show in the 
same way that Playgroup have always helped us (and continue to do so). Look 
out for children bringing home seeds and information about the Show on 
Monday 9th June. Also, thanks to the enthusiasm of Suzie Langley and her team 
at the school, 8 - 11 year olds have a chance to get involved in our SCARECROW 
CHALLENGE. We hope on show day there will be masses of life-size scarecrows 
dotted all over the grass outside the hall. If you have an 8 - 11 yr old who doesnõt 
go to Whimple School but think they may like to participate that will be fine ð 
give me a ring for further details. 

Finally donõt forget the PRIZE MONEY ð with Ã1 to winners of each adult class 
down to 30p for a third place in one of the children's classes this could just be 
the way to offset the huge recent increases in the cost of living? 

Andy Bratt, Show Secretary. 
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WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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WHIMPLE PRE- SCHOOL PLAYGROUP  

 
 

 

 

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR  

 SUMMER FAYRE  

VICTORY HALL GARDEN 
THURSDAY 12TH JUNE 

10.00 ð 12.00 
Childrenõs toys/books, 

Teas/cakes/ice cream/BBQ 
Guess the Teddyõs Name,  
Plant stall, Bouncy Castle, 

 Face Painting,  
   Childrenõs & Adultõs Raffle, 

 ôHook the Duckõ, and lots more! 

FATHERõS DAY HAMPER RAFFLE 
 

 ALL PROCEEDS TO WHIMPLE PRE SCHOOL PLAYGROUP FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF NEW EQUIPMENT & TOYS 

 £1 PER NUMBERED SQUARE  

AVAILABLE AT WHIMPLE POST OFFICE  

 THE WINNING TICKET WILL BE DRAWN  AT THE SUMMER FAYRE  
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CHANGE OF RECYCLING DAY FOR WHIMPLE 
 

You all should have received a large post-card style ôflyerõ from East Devon 
Council, telling you that as from Friday 6th June, the recycling day for Whimple is 
now moved to Friday, from the usual Thursday. The recycling collection day will 
be fortnightly thereafter.  

This makes it easy for us, as Friday is also our refuse day, but on a weekly basis 
(see- nothing gets past me!!!).  

As usual, please ensure that your refuse and recycling are ready for collection at 
7.00am. As Edith Grout says elsewhere in the News, please avoid leaving 
discarded food in black plastic sacks overnight as it will be a temptation for cats . 
foxes etc to slice the bags open and spread their contents all around.  

Ed H 

D C CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
  

  

o KITCHENS   ( Design, supply & installation ) 

o BUILT IN WARDROBES   ( Hand-made to order ) 

o DECKING   ( Many years experience, homes, schools, hotels) 

o GENERAL CARPENTRY  ( Doors, windows, loft conversions) 

o HAND MADE FURNITURE   ( Benches, tables, chairs ) 

o OAK JOINERY SPECIALIST   ( Kitchens, wardrobes, doors) 

o GARDEN   ( Summer houses, log cabins, sheds ) 

o SMOKING SHELTERS  ( New design for the smoking ban ) 

o DRIVEWAY GATES  ( Made to order and installed ) 
 

 HONEST, FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE  - COMPETITIVE RATES ï 
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL - 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE ï QUALIFIED 

TRADESMEN 
 

 www.dcdecking.com     email: dcdecking@aol.com 
TEL: 01404 822126    Mobile:  07980 889968 
 

Traidcraft tea, coffee, biscuits etc. are available in 
the Church at the Saturday Coffee mornings and 
at the Fete  

Maggie Spicer 
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Village Day Lunch  
by the Soup and Sarnie team  

  

12th July in the Victory Hall  

12.00noon until 1.30pm  
 

Come and Join us  
for details ring John 823614 or Pam 822262  
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MY WEEKEND IN WHIMPLE 
 

When my daughter, Sally, decided to move to a Devon village from the city of 
Bristol I did wonder how long it would last.  After last weekend I think it might be a 
very long time. 

It was my birthday on Friday, 16th May and, when we heard that there was 
something going on in Whimple, it seemed a good idea to celebrate there.  Sallyõs 
older sister, Susan, came from Manchester with her son, Sam, and we arrived just in 
time to be whisked off to the Village Hall for a Murder Mystery.  Right from the start 
we were all engrossed in questioning ex-pupils of a school who were attending a 
reunion, especially after one of them was cruelly murdered.  Red herrings swam 
everywhere, especially as those questioned were allowed to lie about themselves 
but must tell the truth about everyone else ð but the murderer could lie about 
everything !!   We were sustained halfway through with delicious rolls and cheese 
and fuelled by B.Y.O. throughout the evening. To the familyõs surprise, Sam (who 
we did worry might be a bit bored) threw himself into the questioning, making 
copious notes, and won it for us!  That Ed always did look a bit of a slippery 
customer. 

Saturday was spent having a pub lunch and then walking in Sidmouth, but as the 
day wore on the weather worsened and we were sure that the eveningõs festivities 
(Barn Dance In The Blossom) would have to be cancelled.  Then we had a phone 
call to say that a local farm had offered their barn, so off we went.  The large barn 
had been transformed into the set of òSeven Brides for Seven Brothersó, with straw 
on the floor and bales to sit on.  A bar was on one side and a barbeque cooked hot 
dogs and burgers.   A great country style band was on a dais in the corner and a 
most professional caller explained and guided all the dances.   One side of the barn 
was open and we could see horses and sheep outside. 

The atmosphere was fantastic with people of all ages dancing and laughing and 
really having fun. 

I set off for home on Sunday feeling that I had spent a weekend on a film set.  It had 
all seemed too good to be true.  But it had all happened and lots of people must 
have worked very hard together to make everything so perfect and to organise two 
events which gave so much pleasure to young and old. This would not happen in 
the city and I can understand why Sally loves life in Whimple so much. 

Vivian Wilde.     

'For all flower lovers' 
 

Ottery St Mary Flower Club is having an Open Evening on Tuesday 24th June 
2008 at The Institute, Ottery. Michael Bowyer, a national demonstrator, will 
be entertaining us with 'Summer Splendour'. Everyone is welcome. 
If you require more information or tickets please contact Jane Clements 
01404 822181. 
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Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted  

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following  
 

Records. CDôs, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music  

All types of  music, large or small collections 
 
Rock - Pop - 50ôs - 60ôs - 70ôs - Punk - 80ôs 
 

John W Griffiths 
Phone: 01404 823480 
Mobile: 07836 369740 
Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 

 
An Appeal 

 

If our village wants to enter ôThe Best Kept Village Competitionõ it is high time that 
we cleaned up our act. Week after week householders put their bags in The 
Square for the refuse collection and unfortunately put left over food not thinking 
of the consequence. The net result is that dogs, cats and rats tear the bags open 
and leave a mess. 

Have people ever thought of the millions of starving people in the world who 
would only be too pleased just to eat the crumbs under the rich mans table?  

Week after week, some of us in the Square have the unenviable task of clearing up 
the mess. 

PLEASE MAKE US AND THE PEST CONTROLLER REDUNDANT. 

Edith M Grout 

Some Food Facts 
¶ The British throw out 30-40% of all the produce they buy and grow each year 

¶ It is estimated that the wasted food is worth between Ã8bn and Ã16bn per year 

¶ The edible food thrown away could feed 250,000 people 
¶ 17m tonnes of food is being put into landfill at a cost of Ã175m a year 

¶ Food waste is thought to be rising by 15% per decade  
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 
Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 
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WHIMPLE MARATHONEERS - 385 YARDS TO GO!! 
 

In 490BC the brave Athenian army defeated the Persians at the battlefield near 
the town of Marathon. The Athenian herald, Pheidippides (530BC to 490BC),  ran 
the 26 miles 385 yards to Athens to declare ôRejoice we conquerõ and the 
Marathon distance was born.  

This year the London Marathon (1908-2008) was celebrating 100 years of the 
distance and Whimple ladies Sarah Evans, Janet Leach and Maggie Richards  were 
rejoicing on Sunday 13th April, 2008 when they saw the sign ô385 yards to goõ 
and then completed the London Marathon conquering the historic distance. 

Tens of thousands of people lined the streets of London and the ladies were 
supported by their friends, families and people from Whimple who cheered them 
on to victory. Your support really helped and kept them going on their way. 

The ladies only started running a few years ago beginning in the Whimple Fun 
Run. The ladies then completed the ôRace for Lifeõ; then 5miles, 10km runs; the 
Taunton, Great West, and Cardiff half marathons; and have now achieved their 
goal in one of the Worldõs major marathon events. 

In total they raised over Ã4000 divided between the two charities ôChildren with 
Leukaemiaõ and ôThe Wooden Spoonõ childrenõs charities supporting sick, 
disabled and disadvantaged children in Devon. 

The ladies would like to say a massive thank you to everybody who put their 
hands deep in their pockets and gave up their time to volunteer to support many 
Village events. These included the auction and quiz night at the Thirsty Farmer; 
the raffle at the Village Pantomime; The Whimple 5 mile run; the veteran and 
current footballers who donated the proceeds of their charity football match; the 
many sponsors of the Whimple 5 mile run, including the Millstone Bakery Ottery 
St. Mary, and Kevin Thompson Printers, thank you to Whimple Cricket Club for 
the use of their facilities and all of the 5 mile run volunteers and contributors. 
Thanks to The Jack in the Green, Mark and Alison Tierney, Rob and Liz Camp, 
Vicki from the Thirsty Farmer and all the sponsors for their very kind donations. 

What happened to their husbands and friends on the day? There are 65 hostelries 
on the London Marathon routeééé..now thatõs what we call a marathon!!! 

Congratulations to John and Ben Silk who also 
completed the Marathon distance. After the 
finishing line the successful Whimple 
marathoners all met under the ôWõ (for 
Whimple!) tree in St James Park to celebrate 
their success.   

What next? You will still see the ladies 
pounding the lanes of Devon they have 
ôcaught the running bugõ. Why not join them? 

Janet, Sarah and Maggie xx 
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WHIMPLE HERITAGE CENTRE - CURATOR 
The History Society is looking for a person to take over the role of Curator 
of its Heritage Centre. The current Curator will be standing down at the 
end of September to allow him to spend more time on other interests but 
he intends to still be involved with the Society. 

The position would suit anyone who has an interest in local history and the 
preservation of the heritage of Whimple. The History Society would 
welcome new ideas and a new perspective on the running of the Heritage 
Centre. The Committee all take an active role in different aspects of the 
Society but the Curator is the central position for running the Centre, 
deciding on displays, liaison with the other museums/heritage centres in 
East Devon etc. with the help and support of the Assistant Curator. It is a 
responsible but rewarding role. 

A full description of the role can be obtained from The Secretary, Dr 
Roger Smith Tel 01404 822244 to whom all enquiries should be 
addressed. 

CHARITY FOOTBALL MATCH 
 

A charity football match was held on Sunday 23rd March between a ôPast 
Whimple ô Team, ( I think Geoff means a ôWell-past-it-Whimpleõ team ð Ed ) and 
the current team. Seven of the original team who had set up the football club 
back in 1991 had dusted off their boots to take part ð Paul Gillard, Tom Martin, 
Paul (Basher) Bending, Dave (The Box ) Mahoney, Billy (The Wiz) Bloomfield, 
Stuart Austin (who travelled down from London just to play) and me.  

I am sure that I was not the only one with sore muscles for the next few days . The 
current team had played a league game in the morning which drained them a bit, 
so, to even it up, we had a pint of beer before we started. Not a good idea, with 
the game ending in a 4 - 4 draw. It was a perfect finish, with all thirty-odd players 
on the pitch at the same time come the last ten minutes, plus I think the ref was 
on the oldies side. Thanks Lionel! Who told me he used to play for Whimple back 
in the 50õs? So it really was a Past Vs Present match.  

After the game there were hot dogs and burgers, and a prize draw, for which we 
raised Ã250 for Janet, Sarah and Maggie  running in the London marathon ð good 
luck to you all.  

I would like to say a big ôthank youõ to everybody who took part especially the 
girls in the kitchen ð Maggie Richards, Janet Leach and Jackie Box. Also I had 
better just mention the bar staff ð my dear wife Karen not only got stuck behind 
the bar serving drinks all day but it was  also her birthday!  I have promised to 
make it up to her (honestly!) 

Thanks to everybody             Geoff Delves 
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES  
 

                                                                                                         Est 1979 
 
 

                                                       PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 
 

                                                           Call Barry 01395 513729 
                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        

M P SMALL ENGINES 
Mike Persey  

 

SERVICE &REPAIR TO 
 

All makes and types of  
Horticultural / Garden  

Forestry and Small Agricultural  
Machinery  

 

Specialist in the repair of older  
Machinery and Sports Club machinery  

 

Makeovers and rebuilds undertaken  
 

New machinery at competitive prices  
 

Collection Service   

Little Cot  

Hembury Fort  

Honiton  

Devon  

EX14 3LE 
 

Tel  

01404 841699 

Mobile  

07976725516 



26 

 

  

S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 

Awliscombe 

Devon 

 
BANFIELDS 

 

Traditionally carved rocking  
Horses & Restoration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 Rectory Close, Whimple, 
Devon EX5 2UF 

 

Tel 822162 
E-mail Banfieldgew@msn.com 

PETER COSSLETT 
CARPENTER AND BUILDER 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

KITCHEN FITTING 

DOORS AND WINDOWS 

TIMBER CONSERVATORIES 

EXTENSIONS AND MINOR 

BUILDING WORKS 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 

& 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 

Tel: Whimple (01404)823279 

Mobile: 07768 436042 
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Barn dance in the blossom 
 

What a brilliant evening and congratulations to Sue Wilson and her team. It is 
one thing to organise such an event, but it is another massive challenge then to 
move the venue from their orchard, up the hill to Lester and Helen Bowkerõs. 
The weather might have won, but the new venue in the barn was excellent. The 
team had been busy all afternoon re-assembling all the ôequipmentõ and just 
looking around the barn, everything worked very smoothly. There were always 
people cooking the food, serving it, and running the bar, with some fantastic 
Yellow Hammer flowing like nectar down the old throat. I was forced to have 2 
of the delicious pork rolls (from Lesterõs own pigs) to replace all the calories I 
had burned up as the current Mrs H and I tackled the west face of the hill on 
foot, whilst being roped together as we fought our way to the rarefied air of the 
top of the Woodhayes hill. Once we had passed the snow line, I knew that all 
was well, but still suffered a slight altitude sickness once at the Top Camp.  

I donõt know if it was me, but the combination of Yellow Hammer and being 
whirled round at great speed, produced a result of being on a very fast 
fairground ride énot quite a black-out moment due to G forces (or is it YH 
forces). I had to re-gather my composure with a small tincture of the amber 
liquid.  

The band were brilliant, and the whole barn was full of thousands of energetic 
people (me, exaggerate? Never in a million years!) whirling around at great 
speed. They all appeared to be having great fun. The band also had their share of 
ôchallengingõ moments when they lost their drummer in mid-afternoon. This was 
very careless, but fate was on their side and a young replacement appeared to 
save the evening. Sue must have wondered what else was going to be thrown at 
her with this event.  

It was great to see the Primary School children playing a couple of violin pieces, 
and they all did amazingly well. It is one thing to harness the mysteries of the 
violin, but it is another to stand up in front of a group of people and play for 
them ð well done!! 

So, a fantastic evening, and great village occasion that just gets better and better. 
Well done again to Sue and her team, and many thanks to Lester and Helen for 
their hospitality. 

Ed SnakeHips.  

Whimple Primary School - Community Governor Vacancy 
 

Whimple Primary School has a vacancy for a Community Governor. If you 
have some experience (ideally from the business community) that would be 
of benefit to the school, please contact the Chair of Governors, Pam Scanlan, 
on 822262 giving some information about yourself. Thank You 
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The big event this spring in the life of Whimple Church has been our Church 
Weekend Away at Park Hotel, Paignton.  This was a great opportunity to spend 
relaxed time together, explore the beautiful beaches and coastal paths of 
Torbay, and to learn together about the work of the Holy Spirit, from the book 
of Acts.  We hope this will become a regular event in the life of our church - do 
join us next time!      

We have also recently had the second in our series of Womenõs Breakfasts, 
when we enjoyed a delicious breakfast in the Victory Hall followed by a Bible 
based talk on hospitality. This was followed by discussion around 
our tables on how to practice it today. These breakfasts are really 
enjoyable occasions to meet one another and to think together 
about issues of practical Christian living, and anyone is welcome 
to join us.   

As part of our recently launched Mission Action Plan we are planning to 
develop better pastoral care provision in our church and wider community.  
With this in mind, at the beginning of May we had the next in our series of 
ôToolboxõ training sessions.  Esther Langrish, of Acorn Christian Foundation, led 
a very helpful workshop for over 20 church members on listening skills, which 
was a particular challenge for those of us who love to talk and be quick to offer 
advice!  

Our Summer Coffee Mornings have now commenced, 
with tea, coffee and home made cakes being served in 
church from 10:15 to 12:00pm every Saturday (except 

14th June, 2nd Aug & 13th Sept).  Please do pop in and join 
us, and also take the opportunity to stock up on Fair Trade 

goods from the stall which will be open at these times.    

Thank you to the many in the village who have supported Christian Aid Week 
again this year.  Some of the money raised will be used by Christian Aid partners 
in Burma for the relief work following the recent cyclone, also in other parts of 
the developing world to help cope with the effects of climate change, and in 
relieving poverty.  Christian Aidõs strap line this year is õIf we come together, we 
can achieve amazing thingsõ - thank you for your contribution to their life-
changing work.    

WHIMPLE CHURCH  
www.whimplechurch.org  
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We would love to welcome you at our Church Fete this year, on Saturday 14th 
June, 2:30pm at Hindstrete, Church Road.  Come and stock up with plants, 
books, home-made cakes and jams and other home produce and 
crafts.  Test your skill at hoopla and other games, and enjoy the 
maypole dancing, led by children at Whimple School.  Even the 
delicious cream teas are an incentive in themselves to come and 
join us!  There is something for everyoneñbring the whole family. 
 

An advance date, for those of you with children aged 11-14 is the Total 
Adventure Activity Holiday (11-14 yr olds) running at Kings School, Ottery St 
Mary, from 25thñ29th August 2008.  This will be an action packed week of 
activities being organised by local churches, and run by Adventure Plus.  The all-
inclusive cost will be Ã150, and further details can be found at 
www.adventureplus.org, or contact Phil Dominy(822163).  
  

We look forward to welcoming you at Whimple Church where there is a variety 
of styles of service, and childrenõs and young peopleõs groups for all ages.  Please 
do join us! 

 

 

 David Aiton 
 

John and Thelma Aiton and family would like to express our heartfelt thanks 
for all the expressions of sympathy, support and amazing generosity from 
so many people in the village following the untimely death of our son 
David. It was your generosity which made it so much easier for us to bring 
David home and lay him to rest in peace here in Whimple. 

Our thanks must also go to all those special people who made it possible 
for us to plan, organise and produce such a dignified and moving ceremony 
for David in the Victory Hall, a ceremony which we know will always be 
remembered and treasured by his family, friends and his son Dane and 
would surely have brought a wry smile of approval from David. 

I shall repeat what I said at Davidõs funeral  -  Whimple truly deserves to be 
called ôa communityõ.  

John and Thelma Aiton 
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CARE CONCERNS 
 

Local care for 
Local people 

 

Respite care, bathing, cooking,  
transport, infant/toddler care. 

 

Minimum of 1hr 
 

Very high standard of care given 
Fully qualified 
CRB Checked 

 

Enabling people to remain in their 
own homes 

 

For further details phone:  
01404 822096 

 

RED HOMES 
ESTATE 

AGENTS 

Call The Aylesbeare Office Now 
for a Free Valuation on:    

01395 225552 

0.75% No Vat 
Sole Agency Fee 
Why Pay More? 

16 National Offices and 
Growing Covering South England!  

¶ Advertised in Express & Echo  
¶ www.rightmove.co.uk  
¶ www.redhomes.co.uk 
¶ Accompanied Viewings 
¶ Regular Feedback 
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Halls Estate Agents  
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