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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD QUALITY, 
LOCAL PRODUCE. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

 OPENING HOURS FROM 1st February 
 

MONDAYS:   BOARD GAMES NIGHT AND OPEN CRIB NIGHT 

    DRINKS ONLY 5-10pm 

TUESDAYS:    DRINKS ONLY 5-10pm   

WEDNESDAYS: WOOD FIRE AND SMOKEHOUSE MENU 
 FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

THURS:    STEAK NIGHT! 
    FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm      
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 

FRIDAYS:    FISH FRIDAY  
    FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm  
    DRINKS 9am -11.30pm    

SATURDAYS:   BREAKFAST 10.30am-2.30pm and       
    BRUNCH! 5.00-9pm 
    DRINKS 10.30am - 11.30pm 

SUNDAYS:     SUNDAY ROASTS AND FARMERS TABLE 12-6pm  
    DRINKS 12-10pm 

Normal menu available WED-FRI 12-2.30pm/ 5.30 - 9pm 
 

Band night, last Friday of the month from 9pm  
 

February - one foot in the groove  
March - K2  

A night with Dolly Parton tribute, menu and prices to be 
confirmed - Friday 18th March 
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Welcome to our February edition.  
 

This is our first issue of 2022 so I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of the 
Whimple News team, to wish everyone a happy, and healthy, New Year. 

However, January is already over and February/March is the time of year when the 
evenings start getting longer and spring is not far away. With the lighter evenings 
and the end of COVID restrictions in sight, the village is coming back to life and the 
ôWhatõs on in Whimpleõ page is beginning to fill up. 

The Cricket Club are busy with events and History Society talks have re-started. The 
newly re-named Whimple and District Gardening Club is active once more and 
have arranged on ôOpen Dayõ on 5th March. The Victory Hall are embarking on an 
ambitious fund-raising drive and are planning an Open Day in April and the WI are 
under way with their regular daytime meetings at the Hub in Willow View 

Although we were sad that the History Society Wassail had to be cancelled, it was 
good to see the primary school were able to keep the tradition alive with their 
wassail in the school orchard. Hopefully, next year we will, once again, all be able to 
wassail around the village.  

There is also a lot going on with planning matters that affect us. February 15th is a 
big day for the ôSave the New Fountainõ campaign. That is when the Secretary of 
Stateõs Inspectorate Hearing takes place. We really hope that the result means that 
both the New Fountain Inn and the Heritage Centre will be able to thrive in future 
and remain important parts of our village community. 

We have an update on the activities of the POW+R group who are responding to 
the Cranbrook expansion plan. There is also an update on our own Neighbourhood 
Plan. This plan is vital to the future of our village so look out for the consultation 
weekend on 12th and 13th February and please make sure you complete the village 
survey due to take place shortly.  

On other planning matters, the CPRE tell us of their unease about the increasing 
number of holiday lets in our area and they express deep concern about the 
planning application for a massive solar farm at Clyst Hydon, not very far from us, 
which they strongly oppose, as perhaps should we . 

We owe a big ôthank youõ to Rory, Sharon, Sabrina and their team who, despite the 
challenge of taking over the shop and Post Office immediately before the Christmas 
rush, coped admirably. They now need to make some changes to the Post Office 
opening hours which are explained in their article. 

We all take the simple act of breathing for granted, as we all do it all of the time. 
However, Sarahõs ôTen Questionsõ show that maybe there is more to staying alive 
than we had originally thought.  

Our next edition will cover April and May and we would welcome an article from 
you. Please send it to me on: bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by 4th March. 

Bob Scanlan  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whimple Whatõs On 
 

February 
 

  8th  Whimple WI, 2.00pm at the Hub, Flower Demonstration by Sarah Pepper 

12th-13th Neighbourhood Plan Consultation Weekend  
 Saturday 10.00am - 2.00pm) / Sunday 1.00pm - 4.00pm   

25th Whimple History Society 7.30pm in the Victory Hall - Talk by Robert Hesketh 
on Devonõs Railway Heritage 

25th Band Night at The Thirsty Farmer, ôOne Foot in the Grooveõ 
 
 

March 
 

  5th March, - Whimple &  District Gardening Club Open Afternoon  
 2.30 ð 4.30pm pm, in the Victory Hall 

  5th The Wyndham Singers Spring Concert, 7.00pm at Kentisbeare Village Hall  

  8th Whimple WI ð Talk by Sarah Thackeray, at the Hub 

15th Ottery St Mary Flower Club, 7.30pm  in West Hill Village Hall ð 
Demonstration by NAFA Area Demonstrator Irene Hickson 

18th Thirsty Farmer Tribute Night ð Dolly Parton Tribute Night 

25th Whimple History Society AGM ð 7.30 pm  in the Victory Hall, with a talk 
introducing the Whimple Tithe map 

 
 

April 
 

  2nd  Whimple Victory Hall Public Open Day 2.00 - 8.00pm  
  (with talks at 3.00, 5.00 and 7.00pm) 

12th Whimple WI, 2.00pm at the Hub ð Talk by John Lowe 

23rd  WI/Hospiscare Coffee Morning, 10.00am - noon  in the Victory Hall 
 

May 
 

21st  Whimple & District Gardening Club Annual Plant Sale at theVictory Hall 
 
Future Dates for your diary 
 

2nd ð 10th July Village Week 

2nd ð 9th July Photography Exhibition in Victory Hall 

13th August  -  Whimple & District Gardening Club Annual Flower & Craft Club 

10th September  -  Whimple CC 12th Man Festival 

5th November  -  Whimple CC Fireworks Event 
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We would like to start by commenting on how very welcoming the people of 
Whimple and surrounding areas have been to us since we took over the Whimple 
Stores. We climbed a very steep learning curve on how to run a village shop and 
Post Office. We had many Christmas cards welcoming us to Whimple and some 
very nice gifts to help us feel at home. Thank you very much for the warm welcome. 

The first couple of months were a baptism of fire. We are very grateful to Mark and 
Jenny for helping us to transition. They held significant expertise that was only 
available to us for a limited time. The potential of losing this expertise meant that 
Rory and Sabrina had to adapt very quickly to understand the quirks of 25 different 
suppliers of food and other products and the permutations of 130 customerõs 
newspaper orders. But we are now there and settled in. 

Our strategy since November has been to keep the stores well stocked and to 
provide a friendly and respectful service to Whimple residents. Stocking fresh 
produce is tricky as too much will lead to wastage and too little leads to 
disappointment and lost sales. We are looking at changing a couple of suppliers who 
will deliver smaller quantities, more frequently, to ensure that we are able to 
maintain the correct balance. 

Please do let us know if we are not selling your favourite or essential produce and 
we will endeavour to get products in to fulfil customer demand. We also plan to try 
new products and will provide ôtastersõ if we are able to do so hygienically.  

Sabrina was able to move in to the house next door to the Stores just before 
Christmas after an urgent rewire and repair work, making the management of the 
Stores a lot easier and cutting out her commute from Axminster. In particular, as the 
Post Office accounting procedures can run late into the evening, Sabrina can work 
into the evening while partner James and step daughter Karina prepare supper. 
Luxury!  

We have recruited two villagers to work part-time in the Stores; Judith and Sarnia 
who are being trained to be able to run both the shop and the Post Office along 
with Karen. Sabrina will be on call when needed freeing up her time to handle 
ordering, accounting and book-keeping (which is almost a full time job by itself!) 
without clocking late hours. Other part-time staff members are Lynn and Karina who 
cover stocking up and weekends and of course Rory and Sharon. 

The Post Office counter was fully staffed throughout November, December and 
January to cover the peak demand as we had queues stretching to the door. 
Unfortunately, the fees paid by the Post Office for each transaction do not cover the 
cost of the staff to perform those transactions. We do recognise that the Post Office 
is an essential community resource and have discussed, as a team, how to continue 
to provide postal and banking services for Whimple but on a cost neutral basis.  
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So, we are making a change to the opening times of the Whimple Post Office from 
February 1st to help with staffing and accounting. Whimple Store times are 
unaffected. 

The Post Office opening times from Monday to Friday will be 9.00am to 12.30pm 
and then 1.30pm to 5.00pm. Saturday will remain the same from 9.00am until noon. 

We are also making changes to the way that certain complex transactions are 
conducted. When the Stores are open and the Post Office is closed, cash 
withdrawals will be possible with a small fee charged to cover our card fees. 
Electricity and Gas pre-pay keys can also be topped up.  

Detailed information is available from the Stores Staff if required. We hope this does 
not cause anyone too much inconvenience. 

You may have noticed our Tiger (a large stuffed Tigger from Winnie the Poo) in the 
window to help celebrate the Chinese New Year in February. We have bunting 
inside the shop, chopsticks and prawn crackers too! We plan to theme the window 
for different upcoming events or to announce new product lines so make sure you 
keep an eye out for changes.  

With Valentineõs Day also approaching, we are stocking hand-made charity 
Valentine cards (supporting Auto-immune Disease Charities), and our normal 
Valentine cards, Prosecco and Chocolates. 

From Rory, Sharon and Sabrina 

Rory, Sharon and Sabrina   Welcome you 
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Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 
Lined and Built 

òAll your chimney needsó 
 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 
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We would like to thank everyone who came along to support us at the various 
Christmas events in the village where we had a stall. 

We helped on the one in The Heritage Centre and it was a lovely afternoon, with 
lots of Save The New Fountain mugs and calendars sold. So many also made 
donations and also signed our Open Letter to EDDC, which has now been 
submitted to the appeal board. 

APPEAL HEARING DATE 

On the subject of appeals, I am sure you have now heard that a date has been set 
for the Secretary of Stateõs Inspectorate Hearing. 

This will be FEBRUARY 15th at 10.00am, so not long now! 

If you have had an email regarding this you will have read that it will be a virtual 
meeting and anyone interested can express their interest in being included, either as 
an observer or a participant. 

Anyone wishing to attend the hearing must make that interest known to the Council 
as soon as possible prior to the hearing, either by email or telephone after reading 
the Hearing Attendance Information set out below. When contacting the Case 
Officer, it would be helpful if you could confirm whether you want to take an active 
part in the proceedings or anticipate attending just as an observer. Here is the 
official guidance: 

Hearing Attendance Information from Bob Capon, Case Officer, EDDC 

If you feel that taking part in the hearing is right for you in whatever capacity, you 
can participate in a number of ways: 

To take part using video, participants will need to have access to Microsoft Teams 
(via an app or web browser). This link gives further information on how to use this. 
https://support.office.com/en-us/teams. 

Alternatively, you can take part by telephone. Calls would be to an 020 number 
which will incur charges. https://www.gov.uk/call-charges 

If you just wish to observe the event, you should make that clear in your response to 
the Case Officer. If you wish to take an active part in the proceedings, please make 
clear in your response whether you wish only to appear at the hearing and make a 
statement, or whether you would also wish to ask questions on particular topics. 

Registered participants in whatever capacity will receive individual joining 
instructions, providing details of any requirements, guidance and support, whether 
joining by Teams or telephone. 

Case Officer contact at the Council: Bob Capon tel. 01395 517521 Email: 
planningappeals@eastdevon.gov.uk 
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We will be participating as a group and are keeping everything crossed! Itõs been a 
long wait.  

The Inspectorate implies that he will need a few weeks after the hearing to 
announce a decision, so we need to be prepared for a few more fingernails to 
disappearé.  

On behalf of Save Whimpleõs New Fountain Inn Group 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 
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Well, after a very successful Christmas shopping event and festive memberõs lunch 
we managed to fall foul of Covid after all and decided, with numbers rising and a 
worrying level of unpredictability, that we had no option but to cancel the Wassail. 
We know this disappointed a lot of people but, after much discussion, we decided 
to err on the side of safety. Donõt think however that this undermines in any way our 
commitment to this important Whimple tradition; we expect to bring the Wassail 
back next year, polished and better than ever. 

We hope some of you did take up the suggestion to hold your own Wassail to avoid 
another poor harvest ð if you did and have photos, please send them to 
info@whimple.org and let us know if you are happy to see them posted on the 
website! 

There will be a talk on Friday 25th February in the Victory Hall at 7.30pm by Robert 
Hesketh on Devonõs Railway Heritage. Illustrated with over 130 images, this talk 
looks at our two mainlines and four branch lines, as well as the preserved railways, 
two cliff railways and the cycleways/walkways that have been established on former 
track. Robert will also discuss locomotives and rolling stock, both vintage and 
modern, steam and diesel and explore how Brunel and other engineers solved the 
problems of challenging terrain with cuttings, bridges, seawalls and embankments. 

The AGM will take place on Friday 25th March at 7.30pm in the Victory Hall with a 
talk introducing the Tithe Map of Whimple. This was recently re-discovered and 
digitally repaired, and is shortly to become part of an exciting new display for the 
summer. If you would like to know who lived in your house or what the land it 
stands on was used for in 1834, come along and find out. 

Finally, we would really like to encourage anyone with an interest in what we do to 
consider either joining the committee or to offer their help with developing and 
maintaining the displays we have in the Heritage Centre. To get in touch please 
email info@whimple .org  

Louise Walmsley 
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Needed ð volunteers to help with the displays in the Heritage Centre. 
 

We would like to develop a ôCurating Teamõ who can work together to plan, 
research, source and design the new displays.  No experience is necessary just 
an interest and a willing heart. 

If youõd like to be involved, please get in touch by email ð info@whimple.org or 
via the webpage. 

 

WHIMPLETONS UPDATE 
 

Just a quick note to say that plans are progressing!  

Watch this space for details of a Summer Spectacular from us, 
featuring the ôbest-loved bitsõ of Pantoõs Past. 

We all need a good laugh and we are determined to provide it! 
Further announcements to follow soon.  

Sal, The The Stage Manager 
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BRANCH OUT MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS 

TONY BICKEL - OWNER  
 

Throughout this last year many of us have seen change that we never saw 
coming. I was one of these people when HSBC decided that they no 
longer required a branch in Tiverton and that my role as Branch Manager 
was to demise leading to my redundancy. To say that my personal and 
professional life has been consistent for much of my life would be an 
understatement.  

Firstly, to introduce myself my name is Tony Bickel, some of you may know 
me as Anthony or Biscuit. This all depends on how long you have known 
me. I am proud to say that I have lived in Whimple for all of my 44 years. 

My Mother and Father both worked for Whiteways and brother, sister and 
I where all schooled in the village.  

Once I settled down, I bought my first and only home in Whimple and 
married my Wife of 22 Years Zoe. 10 years ago, we added our son William 
who is just about to finish at Whimple Primary School and more recently 
retired greyhound Champ.  
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Hello my friends, 

Firstly Angie, the boys, and I want to wish you all a very Happy New Year. Thank you 
for the many Christmas cards and gifts which arrived at the Rectory, they really 
warmed our hearts.  

So, the clock has struck midnight and we are in a new year. Of course, in reality, the 
way we humans measure time is an illusion and seconds, minutes, hours, days, 
weeks, months and years are just labels we have given to periods of time to help us 
begin to place ourselves within it. Christians believe our God, who made all, is 
outside of time. However, for us mere mortals, time matters. We have a fixed 
amount of it and the jump from 2021 into 2022 is significant because for most of us 
oldies our personal clocks are ticking down. What will we do with 2022? 

The last twelve months have been rough for many people. It seems a lifetime ago 
when I watched the news of the COVID outbreak in China, blissfully unaware of how 
much this terrible virus would impact all our lives, the terrible death toll, the 
economic damage, the damage to our mental health and our relationships. 
Sometimes it feels a bit like we are all living in some sort of science fiction film, only 
one which doesnõt end.  

Many of you will know I used to be a police officer. One of the forces I served with 
was Surrey Police and its proximity to two major airports necessitated all its officers 
spending time training for major incidents. Such incidents in general would be 
classed as anything from a plane crash to a flood or something like the Grenfell 
Tower tragedy. Part of this training involves planning for the psychological trauma 
which such events inflict, accepting this trauma will occur is part of dealing with it. 
Knowing what you or others are going through is related to that which you have 
been a part of. However, one of the key elements accepted in major incident training 
is there is a defined end to the active phase of the incident. This end allows an 
assessment of the holistic damage to individuals from physical to mental health and 
the implementation of strategies to deal with that.  

COVID is a bit like a slowly unfolding major incident, only one which doesnõt seem 
to have a defined end, not yet anyway. The PM first started talking about profound 
effects on social gatherings on the 16th of March 2020, we endured a COVID 
Christmas in 2020 and narrowly escaped one this year. COVID is still firmly a part of 
our everyday lives and looks like it will be for some time. However, we need to 
recognise the trauma for many is there, damage already done and still being inflicted. 
It can be manifested in both obvious ways and in more insidious forms, from our 
mood to our relationships.  
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The true outcome, the true cost, is hard to judge as no country has ever been 
through this before, so we are all learning but I fear one result is a new sort of 
pessimism creeping into many of our conversations. This is hardly surprising given 
what we have all experienced.  I am a bit of a cynic myself, working on the frontline 
of policing can do that to the most optimistic of people but I recognise it can be a 
dangerous trait. I hear it now increasingly in conversations about what 2022 might 
bring. 

It is easy to feel apprehensive, anxious, even fearful of what the future may hold. But 
the thing is, the future is ours, it belongs to all of us, we get a chance to shape it. 
Tragedies and struggles will always occur no matter what we do but we get to 
choose how we react. Even in the depths of lockdown we got to choose how we 
would treat it, treat others; would we think only of ourselves, or would we reach out 
in any way we could to friend, family or stranger alike to light a candle in a dark time.  

I do not know what 2022 will hold, there will probably be some dark times, tough 
decisions, struggle and certainly suffering but we can choose to accept that and look 
for the positive and be forces for the good, the beautiful, the hope filled.  

In this way 2022 is no different to any other year. History is determined by people 
who looked forward and decided how to shape the future. Contrary to popular 
belief, it is not the politicians, movie stars or social media influencers who make 
history, it is the millions of ordinary people like you and me who, in billions of tiny 
ways, decide to make the world a better place, right where they are, or who do not. 
We write the pages of history, second by second, minute by minute, hour by hour. 
You see, every morning when you arise, you get the choice to start again, that is why 
they call now, the present, because it is a gift. If you are reading this, God has given 
you a present, called 2022, how will you use it? 

My prayer for you all as we enter into 2022 is yhat you will know who you are and 
why it matters. You are children of the creator God, who chose to love you before 
time, because of this you will never not be loved and will never be alone. And, it also 
means what you do matters, God has a plan for you and through you he wants to 
change the world. 

We would love to see you in our services this year but no matter who you are or 
what you believe, know our churches are quiet places of peace and sanctuary that 
are there for you. If it is ever helpful, we would love to pray for you, so just email us 
your prayer requests. 

God bless. 

Rev Marc  


