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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 
Reg No: C7050 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
ñññ 

 

 

 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

Music Dates  

22nd February - 10 Feet Tall 

29th March - Magic Worms  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the availability of 
venues and when booking events. 

If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please contact Nicky 
Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 

If you would like to submit an article for the next edition of Whimple News, then please 
email it to bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or pass it to Jim and Alison at the Post Office by 
Monday 11th March. Thanks! 

       

Whatõs On in Whimple  

February 
 

  9th Film night, Victory Hall, 7.30pm.; see posters for details of film 
15th History Society talk on ôExeter - what the Romans, Saxons and Normans did for 

usõ  Victory Hall  7.30pm.  
21st Whimpletons present Treasure Island, 7.30pm Victory Hall, details on page 25    
22nd Whimpletons present Treasure Island, 7.30pm Victory Hall, details on page 25 
23rd Whimpletons present Treasure Island, 2.30pm Victory Hall, details on page 25 
23rd Whimpletons present Treasure Island, 7.30pm Victory Hall, details on page 25 
 

March 
 

  1st Film night, Victory Hall, 7.30pm.; see posters for details of film 
  9th On a Whim Promotions present Toy Hearts at Victory Hall; details on page 27  
15th Film night, Victory Hall, 7.30pm see posters for details of film 
16th Villages in Action present Noel ôTexõ Harrison and ôCajunõ Phil Rossiter details on 

page 35 
22nd History Society AGM and talk on ôAspects of Dartmoorõ Victory Hall 7.30pm  
30th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm 
 

April 
 

26th History Society talk ôA Portrait of Exmoorõ in the Victory Hall starting at 7.30pm.  
27th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm 
 

May 
 

11th   VPA Spring Coffee Morning and Plant Sale, Victory Hall 
14th History Society guided tour of Broadclyst Church starting at 7.00pm 
25th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00 noon until 1.30pm 
25th - 26th History Society celebration of the 10th anniversary of the opening of the 

Heritage Centre  
 

July 
 

7th-14th Village Week 
13th Village Day 
 

August 
10th VPA Annual Flower Show, Victory Hall; details in later Whimple News 
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Ed the Ed 
 

My thanks to Sally Wilde for being the guest editor for the Christmas edition, 
complete with pink cover! I hope you enjoyed the change of editorial style.  

We have some new advertisers with us in this edition. One in particular I am 
delighted to welcome, as it is another local business is Sue Draycott who you may 
know better as the star Wardrobe Mistress at the panto. She has now officially 
launched her photography business (see pages 52 and 53). Sue has worked really 
hard to achieve this career change and I wish her all the luck in the world to make it 
a success. If you have any photographic requirements that Sue can help with, please 
contact her ð I am sure you will be delighted.  

It is good to see so many events creeping back into the ôWhatõs On in Whimpleõ 
calendar now, especially the re-launched Film Club, a couple of gigs at the Victory 
Hall in March and Clyst Vale College presenting ôSweeney Toddõ at the Barnfield. 
After the panto this year, Whimple has a chance to be nominated as the South West 
Village of Culture ð even after the very late Olympic Torch Relay as demonstrated 
on New Yearõs Eve by the newly formed Naturist Running and Jogging Group.  

I have been meaning to write about the new construction up at Knowle Cross ð you 
may have seen that the new village sign is now protected by a grand stone 
surround, and planted with flowers and turfed at its base. When I first saw it, I 
suspected it was another crafty Parish Council plan to earn some income by having 
a Wishing Well, but I understand that it offers protection to the ôWhimpleõ sign, 
which I think is a great idea and looks very smart. Well done to the people who did 
that! 

I am also admiring the way that several lanes and roads around the village are being 
made wider by banks collapsing into the road caused by all this excessive rain. If it 
continues up Church Road, I am looking forward to seeing a three lane carriageway 
up to Hand and Pen soon.  The ôPot hole slalomõ up Church Road is also adding a 
little bit of extra zest to the trip out of the village.  

We all had a great time at the New Fountain Beach Christmas Day Swim ð lots of 
you turned up and a good time was had by all. I thought that it was a master stroke 
to have such an event for people with a fear of the water so it worked really well.  
Some great knitted costumes on the day!  

I was pleased to see that the Wassail ceremony this year was hours ahead of the 
snow ð it would have made very pretty television.  Letõs hope Whimple makes it to 
the big screen this year! (see page 13). 

Thanks to our kind anonymous donors for leaving their contributions at the Post 
Office, and a big thanks to our team of devoted deliverers, especially in the wintry 
conditions that we have. Thanks and well done!! 

Hurry up spring! 

Ed H 
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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Whimple Post Office News 
 

We would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year and thank you for your 
support throughout 2012. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
We are very pleased to announce that you have raised over Ã1000 for good causes 
by playing the Lottery and purchasing scratch cards from us. With your help, we  
managed to reach our targets and we are pleased that by having the lottery terminal 
it has replaced some of the revenue lost through the reduction of Post Office  
services. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Our new milkman has been bringing in fresh bread each day and we have been 
pleasantly surprised at how well it has been received ð perhaps it has something to 
do with the alluring aroma! There is nothing quite like it! We have a few loaves in 
each day. If you would like to reserve one please let us know and we will put one by 
for you. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Johnsons, our dry cleaners, are having some special promotions this year so keep a 
look out for them. In February there is 25% off repairs and alterations, in March 
25% off coat dry cleaning and in April 25% off duvet cleaning. All promotions have 
been carefully timed to suit the season so, hopefully, there will be some savings for 
you. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
The 'Book Exchange' has re-opened and we would like to invite you to take 
advantage of the great range of books that we have at the moment. If you have a 
book that you no longer need please leave it in the basket for someone else to 
enjoy.  At the same time you could pick up another one, just leave a small donation 
each time you do this and you will be helping the Scout Hut Fund. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Thanking you for your continued support. 

 

Jim and Alison Creasy. 
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE  

For Sale -  pre -owned caravans  

and caravans sold on owners behalf.  

Caravans also bought and sold.  

01404 822116  

or  

07985 179399  

London Road, Whimple  

  

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  

 

Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 
The next  

SoupõnõSarnie Lunch   

 will be from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  

on Saturday 30th March  
 

There is no SoupõnõSarnie lunch in February 
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 
The next  

SoupõnõSarnie Lunch   

 will be from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  

on Saturday 30th March  
 

There is no SoupõnõSarnie lunch in February 
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MP 
Property  

Maintenance  

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating Plumbing,  

Gardening  
General Repairs and Maintenance  

 

 

No Call out charge  
Free Estimates  
24hr callout service  

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 
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WASSAIL 2013 
 

We had a good crowd for the Wassail this year ð some 150 - 200 in my humble 
estimation. We had another dry evening but a little ôcoolõ and wet underfoot due to 
the rain we have been so lucky to have had for the past few months. Last year we 
were filmed by the Unthanks Sisters and their documentary team; this year we had 
BBC Countryfile, so fingers crossed we actually make it to the small screen at last! 
The filming took place up at the Woodhayes Orchard where Ray Horn had 
prepared splendid bonfires and lights in the trees. It was a very noisy crowd this year 
and I hope that everyone enjoyed themselves ð I thought that it was a lot of fun, 
which is one of the main intentions of the event. John Shepherd would have been 
pleased. Alice Wooldridge was our Wassail Princess supported by Connor 
Thompson as the Wassail Prince and they did very well in their Wassail recitations. 
After the Wassail there was the usual musicians ôjam sessionõ back at the Cricket 
Club with Jim Causleyand his strolling band, plus more guests. 

Thanks to Margaret Burrough for supplying the cider that made up the Wassail Cup 
and to everyone who helped to prepare it. Thanks also go to the tree owners, Ian 
and Ann Hardcastle, and Jim and Mary Chard. Thanks go as well to the History 
Society for organising the whole thing, plus the team back at the cricket club who 
did such a grand job with the food service.  

Last year I had a chat with a lady from New Zealand who was very impressed, but a 
little mystified by the whole Wassail thing. This year I spoke to a couple from 
Lincolnshire who loved what we have done with the Wassail; they said that despite 
having a lot of good local history where they come from, no one had taken the 
initiative to protect, preserve and continue with some of the old ways. We should 
be grateful that the History Society plays such a strong role in our village. If you 
would like to offer your support, please join the History Society and get involved!  

If the rainy season continues next yearõs Wassail will be held in the paddy fields of 
Whimple, and we can only hope for a good rice harvest. 

Ed H 
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www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 

 

ôThe Mortgage Makeoverõ 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if youõre paying too much for your 
mortgage. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands of pounds. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay your mortgage 
off early. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 
 

contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
web ð www.stephenclare.co.uk 

email - stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 

post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 

 

(please remember your home may be repossessed 
if you cannot keep up the repayments on any 

mortgage or other loan secured on it) 
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Up, up and away! 
 

What an experience! 

I finally had my Hot Air Balloon 
flight, given to me by some of 
my customers, on Saturday10th 
November. There were several 
cancellations due to our summer 
weather!, even though l had paid for 
an upgrade which then also entitled 
me for evenings and week-ends, I 
included our daughter, Caroline, although 
she wasn't too sure! As it was going to be a 
7.30am flight from the Jack in the Green I had 
to ring in for a weather report at 10.45pm on 
Friday night to be told that the flight would probably 
be taking place but to ring again 6.00am on Saturday 
morning for confirmation, after which Caroline sent me 
a text saying ôwe're onõ and a glum face! 

Sixteen of us gathered and were then driven to 
Chitterly Farm, Butterleigh where we had to help unfurl 
the balloon, which is technically called an envelope. My one concern was being 
able to get in the basket which is over 3ft. high and is divided into five 
compartments. The central one is the width of the basket for the pilot and gas 
bottles. The end compartments are divided into two, providing space for four 
passengers in each. Quite snug! The basket has two footholds in the sides, but when 
we were asked if anyone wanted to get in whilst the basket was on its side, l was the 
only one who chose the easy option. So whilst the balloon was partially inflated I 
crawled into the basket. As the balloon rose up it up-righted the basket and did it so, 
so gentle I knew I had done the right thing.  

The other passengers were soon asked to get in and we were up, up and away. In 
seconds we could see Exmouth Estuary and whichever way we looked had a vista of 
about 45 miles. We rose to 2,500ft. but were unaware that we were moving. Then 
we were drifting along at about 500ft. whilst being treated to champagne. The 
conditions were perfect and there was good company. After about an hour we  
prepared for landing. We came down between Kerswell and Broadhembury. Once 
we had landed, which was quite gentle, Caroline immediately said "Oh, Mum, we 
must do this again." We then had to help pack everything back up again (like 
children having to put away their toys) and were transported back to Rockbeare 
where coffee and our certificates awaited us.  

It was certainly four hours of a thoroughly enjoyable experience.  Very many thanks 
Marian Daniels 
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Jeepers.....streakers! 
 

If you were not in the Square on New Yearõs Eve, you missed a rare sight. 

Three young lads, wearing only their shoes, streaked down Church Road 
to the Square where they did a lap of honour. 

It was an extremely cold night, and whether or not you 
approve of their high jinks, you have to admire them for 
braving the elements and hope they suffered no after 
effects. 

They did no one any harm, and I hope no one was 
offended by their escapade....... after all it was New 
Yearõs Eve and a time for celebrating in your own 
chosen way! 

It all happens in Whimple!! 
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL  

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays.  

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available  

Colour TV in all bedrooms  
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.  

Several local Pubs and Restaurants  
within easy reach -(pick up service)  

Bed and full Breakfast menu:  
No smoking.  

Phone: 01404 -823614  
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com   

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman.. 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

 

Village Week 
 

Village Week this year will run from Sunday 7th July to Sunday 14th July with 
Village Day on Saturday 13th July. 

If you would like a stall on the Parish Field on Village Day now is the time to 
contact Ali Tierney on 822724 to book your place. 

 
 

DATES FOR  2013:  
MONDAY 25/03/13         

MONDAY 29/07/13  

MONDAY 18/11/13  

ORDERS FOR OIL SHOULD BE PLACED AT LEAST ONE WEEK BEFOREHAND 
(Minimum order: 500 litres.  Please allow a further 10 days for delivery)  

All existing and potential new members can contact Graham Batten with their order 
and/or registration at  gkbatten@btinternet.com.  

Whereas those of you without e-mail, please call John Aiton on 823155.   
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 EATING IN THE UK IN THE FIFTIES 
    

 * Pasta had not been invented. 
 * Curry was an unknown entity. 
 * Olive oil was kept in the medicine cabinet. 
 * Herbs were used to make rather dodgy medicine. 
 * A take-away was a mathematical problem. 
 * A pizza was something to do with a leaning tower. 
 * Bananas and oranges only appeared at Christmas time. 
 * All crisps were plain; the choice we had was whether or not to put salt on them. 
 * Soft-drinks were called pop. 
 * Coke was something that we mixed with coal to make it last longer. 
 * Rice was a milk-pudding, and never, ever part of our dinner. 
 * A Big Mac was what we wore when it was raining. 
 * A microwave was something out of a science-fiction movie. 
 * Brown bread was something only poor people ate. 
 * Oil was for lubricating your bike, not for cooking; fat was for cooking. 
 * Bread and jam was a treat. 
 * Tea was made in a teapot using tea leaves, not bags. 
 * The tea-cosy was the forerunner of all the modern energy-saving devices    
 * Cubed-sugar was regarded as posh. 
 * Figs and dates appeared every Christmas, but no one ever ate them. 
 * Salad-cream was a dressing for salads; mayonnaise did not exist. 
 * Hors d'oeuvre was a spelling mistake. 
 * The starter was our main meal. 
 * Soup was a main meal. 
 * The menu consisted of what we were given, and was set in stone. 
 * Left-overs went in the dog. 
 * Special food for dogs and cats was unheard of. 
 * Sauce was either brown or red. 
 * Fish was only eaten on Fridays and fish didn't have fingers. 
 * Eating raw fish was called poverty, not sushi. 
 * Ready meals only came from the fish-and-chip shop. 
 * Frozen food was called ice-cream and only came in one colour and one flavour. 
 * None of us had ever heard of yoghurt. 
 * Jelly and blancmange was eaten at parties. 
 * Calories were mentioned, but they had nothing at all to do with food. 
 * People who didn't peel potatoes were regarded as lazy. 
 * Eating outside was called a picnic and cooking outside was called camping. 
 * "Kebab" was not even a word, never mind a food. 
 * Sugar enjoyed a good press in those days 
 * Cornflakes had arrived from America, but we knew they would never catch on. 
 

I could go on! 
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The Harvey School of Ballet 
 

Children's ballet classes 

held at Whimple Village Hall 

 
Boys and girls welcome 

aged 4 and above 

 
More information is available at 

 www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 
07832 475528 

info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 

 

Barn stored, seasoned and split logs 
 

Various size logs available from 
 

£45.00 delivered 
 

Discount on multiple loads 
 

Contact Adrian on 
 

077525 90919 
or 822791 

 

LOGS FOR SALE  

Singing Lessons 

Vocal Coaching 
 

Do you love singing? 

Would you like to find your 
voice? 

Fancy surprising a loved one 
with a song/CD? 

Why not give it a try - come and 
have a taster lesson. 

 

Contact Julia Green: 

07779 139251 / 
r.green2@virgin.net 

 

http://www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
mailto:info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
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Devon Libraries Mobile Library Service  
 

The Mobile Library stops in The Square fortnightly on Wednesdays between 
12.25pm and 1.10pm. The first scheduled date will be the 6th February .  

We have something for everyone!  

Our fleet of eight mobile libraries visits over 500 locations in communities across 
Devon giving access to books, audio books, large print and DVDs to people who 
cannot easily reach one of our 50 static libraries. 

¶ Membership is FREE, no ID needed. Join at any age ð babies too!  

¶ There is no charge for borrowing books, and thereõs a great choice.  

¶ You may hire a DVD from as little as Ã1 for a fortnight.  

¶ Non-fiction books, large print, and childrenõs books can be reserved for FREE. 

¶ You can even reserve books online, and collect them from the mobile library.  

¶ Children have extra fun joining the Book Track and Summer Reading Challenge.  

¶ There is something to offer everyone on board so why not hop on and take a 
look? 

¶ Devon Libraries also runs a Home Library Service in partnership with the WRVS:  

Love reading but you canõt get to your library?  
The Home Library Service can bring books and CDs to your door for FREE.  

If youõre not able to come to the library, or not able to carry your items, the Home 
Library Service can deliver books to you!  

The service provides:  

¶ Free delivery and collection at flexible times  

¶ A wide choice of titles  

¶ Large print books, audio books and CDs  

¶ Free reservations  

¶ No fines  

¶ Items are delivered by trained and security-checked volunteers from WRVS who 
will treat your confidentiality as a priority.  

For more information phone 0845 155 1001 or email devlibs@devon.gov.uk  

Would you like to make a difference to peopleõs lives?  
We are looking for people to spend a few hours each month selecting and deliver-
ing books and CDs to people who have difficulty getting out and about.  

We will pay your mileage and you could make a real difference.  

For more information phone 0845 155 1001 or email devlibs@devon.gov.uk  
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JULIAN 
WILSON 

Electrical Contractor  

 

1 Higher Woodhayes 
Farm 

Whimple 

 

Tel: 01404 822641 

 

Your Friendly local 

Bed and Breakfast 

David and Diane Brown 
Holway Barton 

Whimple  
Exeter 

Telephone: (01404 822477) 

 

Visiting Practice  

 

Day and evening  

Appointments by arrangement  

3,Railway Cottages  

Whimple  

Exeter  

 

01404 822372  

 

  

Registered Member of the British 
Chiropody and Podiatry Association 
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES  
 
                                                                                                         Est 1979 

 

 

                                                                  PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 

 

                                                           Call Barry 01297 552981 
                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        


