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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD              
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CURRENT OPENING HOURS 
MONDAYS:  CLOSED 
TUES-THURS: FOOD SERVED 12-2pm   5pm - Close 
FRIDAYS:     12 - Close  FOOD ALL DAY 
SATURDAYS: 10.30am - Close  FOOD ALL DAY 
SUNDAYS:   12 Midday - Close  FOOD ALL DAY 

 

SPECIALS 
SATURDAY BRUNCH IS BACK 10.30 - 2pm! 
TUESDAY IS ITALIAN NIGHT - SPECIAL MENU 5.00 - 9pm 
THURSDAY NIGHT IS STEAK NIGHT 5.30 - 9pm 
FRIDAY: KIDS EAT HALF PRICE between 3.30 and 5pm (kidõs menu) 

LOOK OUT FOR UPDATES IN WHIMPLE WHATõS ON! 

QUIZ NIGHT IS ALSO BACK! 

LAST SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH. 

Thanks SO much to all who 
supported our Charity Quiz night in 

July. 

We raised an amazing £1,000 for our 
chosen charity MIND 
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Not Ed The Ed 
 

Welcome to another Whimple News and apologies for not being a patch on the much-
missed Ed, although he still turns up for the wine at our News meetings (thank 
goodness) x 

Sadly, we have another edition with tentative plans for events. I so hope they do happen 
and our wonderful local groups and charities can start to plan a bit further ahead. It was 
such a disappointment for everyone when the Village Week Committee had to 
announce the cancellation, but the Fun Run survived and was brilliantly supported (see 
pics inside). 

On a much happier note, itõs good to see the big, red thermometer finally reaching the 
top target outside the Hall (Ed would have made that sound much ruder) and well done 
to everyone who fundraised and donated.  

The potential news about Whimple Stores creates such mixed feelings. On the one 
hand, it will be brilliant for the wonderful Sanders family to finally have more time, and 
less stress, but, on the other hand, they will be so missed. I know I speak for everyone 
when I say that they were literally lifesavers throughout the lockdowns and we are all so 
grateful for this and the amazing shop/PO they have created. Hoping for them that the 
sale progresses and we will look forward to welcoming the new owners to the village. 

The Whimple In Stitch project has been really amazing. What an achievement and so 
beautifully put together. It is now proudly  on display in The Thirsty Farmer, which is a 
good excuse to go in and maybe stay a while and then a little while longeré Marc and 
Donna and team have been flat out since reopening, bless them. Itõs so nice to be able 
to sit in a beer garden again. 

On a personal note, I was very sorry to hear about the passing of Mike Burnell ð one of 
our Cribbage League family. I am sure he will be counting his 15 2õs in the sky 
somewhere, though. Condolences to his many friends and family, and to others in the 
village who have sadly lost loved ones since our last News. 

You will read in this issue about the huge amount of effort being made at the moment to 
preserve the area from massive over-development, and thanks to those most closely 
involved. Good luck to Whimple Parish Council with their new work on the 
Neighbourhood Plan, POW+R, our Councillor Richard Lawrence and  CPRE Devon, 
who campaign pretty tirelessly to help keep the countyõs heritage and natural beauty 
safe. 

We still await the EDDCõs decision regarding The New Fountain (I have no nails left). 

I hope you enjoy this issue and do send any photos of our village you might take during 
your daily walks. We are featuring the Greenõs stunning rose garden this time, but a 
gallery page could be a plan for the future. 

There is an article about someone elseõs shop in this one, but you can skip past that. 

Do send your articles and pics for the next News to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk 
by Sept 13th, or please pop them through his door (Albecq, The Green). 

Keep safe x 

Sal Wilde 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whatõs on in Whimple 
 

August 
  

10th Whimple WI Open Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
29th  Thirsty Farmer Quiz 
30th  Whiteways Cup T20 Cricket Club from 10.00am 
 

September 
  4th  ôThe Tuck Innõ Outdoor Summer Theatre in the Parish Field 
11th 12th Man Festival Whimple Cricket Club 1.00pm gates open 
26th  Thirsty Farmer Quiz 
 

October 

  2nd  Community Thatre 4All, project launch, Talaton Village Hall 
10.30-3.30pm Adults, 4.30-5.30pm Children 

31st  Thirsty Farmer Quiz 
  

November 
  6th  Bonfire and Fireworks at the Cricket Club 
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Shop 

Since our last update we are delighted that we have had an offer on the 
shop and the potential new owners are very keen to carry on running the 
shop and Post Office with existing staff assisting. 

It is such a relief to have an offer from such lovely people who understand 
how important the village shop is and that they are looking forward to 
being part of such a lovely community 

Taking over a business and Post Office can be a lengthy process so we 
are not anticipating completion until the end of October at the earliest. 

Sabrina will be the main person running the shop and she is hoping to 
start working for us in August so that she can learn how to operate the 
Post Office and shop and take the opportunity to meet people. 

Customers will be aware that sadly Sue has left us. We are so sad to lose 
her. Sue has been part of our team pretty much since we started. She has 
been a great support during our ups and downs and we miss her very 
much. However we completely understand her reasons for taking on a 
new challenge and although we wish she was still part of our team we 
wish her all the very best.  Sue you have been amazing, thank you. 

Sabrina and Dulcie will be helping to fill the gap left by Sue. They both 
need to train to operate the Post Office so please be patient if there are 
any uncertainties. 

Post Office 

Our banking services are getting good use and we can take cash and 
cheque deposits for most high street banks. 

We are seeing a reduction in mail being sent which may be due to less 
home shopping but we are always happy to give advice on postage. 

The need for customs labels to be clear and complete is becoming more 
important for European posting and if you are a business you need to look 
into the tax implications of posting to Europe. Leaving the EU has meant 
the loss of the VAT concessions and if you are selling to Europe you need 
to be a member or selling through a platform that is a member of an IOSS 
scheme. If you are not then the recipient will incur tax in the country of 
destination.  Gifts are currently still exempt up to the value of 45 Euros. 

Mark and Jenny 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10th-16th May 2021  
 

Historically, the largest amount - including Gift Aid - ever raised for Christian Aid 
Week in Whimple was in 2019, a total of £1,854.  

This year we decided that weõd deliver envelopes to homes as usual but that going 
round to collect them wasnõt going to be appropriate. Jenny and Mark in Whimple 
Stores very kindly agreed to be the place where people could take their envelopes. 
We hoped that the amount raised would reach £500 and maybe a bit more. 

Amazingly, the amount raised directly - including Gift Aid - was £1,202 in the 
envelopes. In addition, of course, some people will have chosen to donate on-line or 
by phone.  

A very BIG thank you to everyone who was part of this result. There will be many 
people whose lives will be permanently changed for the better as a result. 

Aubrey Curry and Mark Beedell 
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It is July already, and at Coleridge Medical Centre we are preparing for the annual flu 
vaccination campaign, to which a booster vaccination for COVID-19 may now be 
added.  

We have scoped alternate sites, such as The Institute in Ottery St Mary, to deliver 
this service so that normal functions may continue at base camp. The hospital has 
become so busy that the space there is limited, and not practical. While on one hand 
this is good news, on the other hand it does provide us with a dilemma. 

Meanwhile, we watch with interest the governmental shenanigans and what we will 
be told next. Travel, social mingling, masks, or no masks, all seem to be very much 
undecided until the last minute so we are rolling with the punches! This has not 
stopped us starting our chronic disease management services up again. Those of you 
with asthma, diabetes, chronic kidney, or heart disease will have already, or be due 
to receive letters inviting you for appointments. This is going smoothly with our able 
team of Megan, PK, Helen, Natalie, Vikki, Sarah, Jean, Emma B and Emma S! So, itõs 
business almost as usual here at your surgery! This can be sped up even further if all 
patients in the target populations seek their COVID-19 vaccinations by dialling 119 
or booking online via the National Booking Service. 

In our Summer Newsletter, we have included profiles of all our lovely Salaried GPs. 
Please try to forge relations with them, as the four partners (Chris, Simon, Kate, and 
myself) are engulfed by an administrative tsunami every day. We do try to offer 
appointments with ourselves, but please be patient if there is a wait for these. 

We wish everyone a happy, healthy summer break! 

Dr Juliet Nelson 

 

St Maryõs Church Whimple 
 

Our village church takes a lot of looking after. Would you be 
interested in helping to keep it looking as good as possible?  

 

We are looking for volunteers to help clean the church. The time taken is 
about 1¼ hours per week, the whole church being cleaned over a four week 
rota. All cleaning materials are provided. We just need your time and 
willingness to get involved. 

Contact: Ian Spicer 01404 823640 or Gerri Turner 01404 822587 

Churchwardens. 
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 Whimple Victory Hall  
TARGET ACHIEVED! 

On Saturday 26th June the last 'band' was placed on 
the thermometer outside the village hall. Each band 
represented a £1,000 target up to a total of 
£12,000. The thermometer was placed in the hall 
grounds to indicate the Victory Hall Centenary 
essential repairs fund-raising drive.  

Considering the circumstances, we are absolutely 
delighted to have reached our target and extend our 
heartfelt thanks to all the donors.   

The hall will be undertaking essential repairs to the 
drains, some repair works in the garden and to the 
front wall during the school summer holidays.  

Maria Wallis, Chair 

The photo on the front cover shows, from left to 
right: Maria Wallis (Chair), Ali Tierney (Bookings 
Secretary), Rob Davis (Vice Chair) and Margaret 
Bucknell (Trustee).  

Margaret is the grand-daughter of one of the 
founding members of the hall 101 years ago!  

Whimple Victory Hall AGM  
 

This is notice that we will be holding our AGM in September.  Everybody is 
welcome to attend, but please check as there is a maximum number allowable in 
the room.  Any nominations for Trustees can be made to the Secretary.   

Date and time:   Monday 6th September at 7pm 
Venue:                 in the Committee Room, Whimple Victory Hall 
Purpose:             to elect new Officers and re-elect existing Officers 
Attendance:        by email request to diana_wilkins@hotmail.com 
Diana Wilkins, Secretary 
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At the time of writing we are still awaiting a decision from EDDC re the planning 
application but have been taking further steps towards preparing ourselves for 
action, should The New Fountain come up for sale. 

Thank you again so much to everyone for your support with the surveys we set 
up and we have some good news to report. 

As a result of our being able to prove such good, local support, our application to 
join The Plunkett Foundation has been accepted and we are now beginning the 
process. We have been allocated our own advisor and met with her on Monday 
26th July. She was very helpful and is currently assisting several other pubs in 
Devon and Somerset, some in our own situation and others now fully open, so 
we can gain from their experiences, too. 

Once we have joined the Foundation, our advisor will help us to set up a legal 
body so that we can apply for any grants available and be ready to approach the 
village to discuss funding, should we be in a position to do so.  

We may have to run some more small fundraising projects in the meantime. 
These will be to raise the rest of the joining fee and then for any legal fees 
required regarding our next steps for funding - feasibility studies/surveys etc, as 
and when they may be required.. Look out for these on Whimple Whatõs On. 

You can read more about the Foundation on their website www.plunkett.co.uk 
but, in a nutshell, they offer professional help and advice to communities who are 
trying to preserve a major asset, including shops, pubs and even churches. 

Their website header says: 

òWe provide practical advice, support and training to help communities establish 
and run successful community businesses, with long-term survival ratesó 
 

The other piece of exciting news is that the Government has now shown the 
support pledged in the March Budget and has launched its Community Fund to 
help with qualifying projects in order to protect, or create, Community Assets. 

We are not sure yet whether we would qualify for this, but we will look into it if 
the pub becomes available and the Plunkett Foundation will also assist us with 
this. 

Save Whimpleõs New Fountain Group 

 

New Fountain Inn Update 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 
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(Like the owner..) 

www.planetsal.co.uk 

info@planetsal.co.uk 


