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PETER SALTERR.TE.
MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers)

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding

Cars & Commercial Vehicles
Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054

Your Local Londis Store

Milestone Services Gulf, Near Whimple

A great new range of groceries, chilled food,
and frozen food. Lots of Great Offers
A fantastic range of Beers wines and spirits

Hot food and freshly cut sandwiches to take away
Fresh bread delivered daily from Crusty Cob

National Lottery
Paypoint, Cash Machine
Logs, Coal, Calor Gas, Dry Cleaning

Call in and try a coffee from our new Tchibo coffee machine

Tel.01404 822454 milestone.services@hotmail.co.uk

Open: Mon - Fri 7am- 9pm Sat 8am-9pm Sun 8am-8pm




What 6s On

February

8th Front Row ub present O6Love
Hall.

20th The Whi mpl e Panto Snow Whi

21st The Whi mpl e Panto Snow Whi

22ndThe Whi mpl e Panto Snow Whi
Matinee 2.30pm.

22ndThe Whi mpl etons Panto 6Snow Whi
Panto details see page 19.

28th Whimple History Society talkd Victory Hall 7.30pm The National
Coastwatch Institution. Details see page 27.

March
8hFront Row Club presents 06Captai
21st Whimple History Society AGM 7.30pm Victory Hall followed by reading4
and poetry about WW1. Details see page 27.
22nd Whimple Scouts Jumble Sale 2.00pm Scout Hatdetails see page 18.
22nd Whimple PreSchool PrelLoved Saled details see page 12.

25th VPA talk Victory Hall 7.30pm Mary Benger of Burrow Farm Gardens.

28th French speci al 6 Women on the E
7.00 for 7.30pm Victory Hall.

29th Soup and Sarnie 12.00noo® 1.30pm Victory Hall.

April

12th Front Row Club presents OPhil ome

25th Whimple History Society talkd Victory Hall 7.30pnd Yvonne Bell on
6Love and Marriage Edwardian st

May
3rd VPA Coach trip to the Lost Gardens of Heligai details see page 22.
10th Front Row Club presents 06To kil
Hall.
17th VPA Spring Coffee morning and Plant Safedetails see page 22.

June
14th Front Row Club presents 6Blue J

August
9th VPA Annual Flower Show.

September
19th Whimple History Society talkd Victory Hall 7.30pmd Dr Anthony
Saunders on 6The evolution of
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Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL

07974818833 and 01404 822697
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS.
BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS.
BATHROOMS & SHOWERS.
UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS.
UNDERFLOOR HEATING.
4094

DustAway

All Work and no play, 2
We are here to help

®

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly
or One-off Cleans.

Moving house, holiday lets,
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.
We also offer an Ironing service
Fully insuredd all materials supplied

Please call
Jill 07818484864
or Tracey 07727168817

V.A.T. Reg. No. 169 70_14 86
www.dustawaycleaning.co.uk



“e»(mrsty Far,b QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER
i Cr SUNDAY
Starts at 8.30pm
EVERYONE WELCOME!

“The Thirsty
Farmer

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ
Telephone: 01404 822287
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk

Afnf

SPECIAL FOOD NIGHT
EXETER8S GURKHA KITC
CURRY CHEFS COME TO THE FARMER!
MONDAY 24 THFEBRUARY
SPECIAL 3COURSE TASTING MENU FOR ONLY £16.95
BOOK EARLY FOR A TABLE!

Music Dates

SUNDAY 23rd FEBRUARY 4.00p6.00pm - MAGGIE REEDAY
FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARYAUDIUS MAXIMUS
SUNDAY 16th MARCH 4.00pm-6.00pm 8 MARK SCOTT PHILLIPB

FRIDAY 28th MARCH O THICK AS THIEVES




the Jack i the Green

Whatever the occasion

Friendly professional service, affordable
bar snacks and local cask ales

Three course ‘Totally Devon’ menu
still only £25 - lunch or dinner

Telephone: 01404 822240
www.jackinthegreen.uk.com

Rockbeare, Near Exeter, Devon EX5 2EE
New sister pub now open:

Why not pay a visit to the Five Bells Inn
at Clyst Hydon

Telephone: 01884 277288
www.fivebells.uk.com
Clyst Hydon, Near Cullompton,
Devon EX15 2NT

the FIVE BELLS &Y.




Ed the Ed

Welcome to your February/March edition of the Whimple News, packed with lots
of useful information so that you know what is going on in Whimple. Martin
Gammell has updated us with all things local government and there are som
important details of a change to the Coleridge Medical Centre appointment
booking system on pages 38 and 39, and that seems very sensible an
straightforward. We have a very useful article about debt management and wher
to go for help when you realise that your financial problems need someone from
outsided to offer a different view.

hel p6 has relevant experience to offe

There are three pleas for help in this editiod the Scouts are looking for young
blood to help with the Cubs; the annual Fun Run needs an organiser/sever:
organisers, and the Over 65s Christmas Party committee led by Ann Bowden hav
decided that it is time for new people to take over. If you are able to offer help to
any of these three worthy causes, please contact the relevant people. | would like t
thank Ann and her team for taki ngtheyn
have organised this well loved event ever since, and is part of the fabric of Christmz
in the village.

Panto tickets are selling well, and Saturday night is well nigh sold out; other nigh
and the matinee are also being snapped up, but | have yet to see them being offere
on eBay! The script this year is very clever and funny and will appeal to all ages

The Front Row Club have an excell ent
particularly impressed with the tit]l
nervous breakdowno. I h a d n dan with ¢ha Frenshe
president and his | adies had reached
in Whimpled page you will see why we

spirit and village activitie® so many things to do and to get involved with.

If you would like to submit an article for the News, then please either pass it to ou
Post Master/Mistressd (also offering advice on camper vans and route planning
with fashion accessory hints especi al
onesie?)d or send it direct to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by Monday Marct
10th.

The Whi mple News team would Ilike to
teams of deliverers but also to our invisible team of proofreaders who plough
through the draft edition of each Whimple News and help us to present a
professional magazine to the village of Whimple.

EdH

I f your Association has an event h
please contactEd Hitchcockon 823194 or email edhitch@btinternet.com.




ft quols Hooting

GUARANTEE
CARPETS

—~——.

Gary Lovering tthew Cann
07792 197 510 07791 800 827

CARPETS ¢ VINYLS « WOOD « AMTICO

info@guaranteecarpets.com www.guaranteecarpets.com
7 Chard Avenue Whimple Exeter EX5 2TU

Wo supply oud

» DRAIN-WIZARD

Pitch Fibre Specialists
Drainage & Light Plumbing Services

24 Hour Emergency Service

Blockages, Jetting, CCTV, Repairs, Lining,
Renewals, Septic Tank & Soakaway
Problems, Toilets, Ball Valve & Leaks

Tel: 0800 1076063
Mobile: 07815 064669
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> Whimple Post Office News *

In this article Jim and | would like to pay tribute to Gordon Owen.

Itds been nearly 10 years since Jim
Reading with the details of Whimple Post Office clutched in our hands, looking for
something different to do. Having arrived a bit early we parked in The Square
looked at the gently running stream and the beautiful surroundings and thought how
idyllic it all was. Heather explained how supportive the village had been throughou
Gordon's spell of ill health. It was clear that they were so well respected and w
worried that they would be a hard act to follow. Gordon would often pop in and ask
if we were 'happy'. It was clear to us that he loved being the Post Master o
Whimple and wanted the same for us. We shall miss him.

The 'Book Exchange' has 1pened, and we would like to invite you to take
advantage of the great range of books that we have at the moment. If you have
book that you no longer need, please leave it in the basket for someone else t
enjoy and at the same time you could pick up another one. Just leave a sme
donation each time you do this and you will be helping a charity at the same time
We do seem to have more books coming in than going out, so from time to time we
may ask you to not donate if we get too many.

A reminder that we stock the food recycling bags, the price of which remains a
Ad4.25 for a roll of 52 which represen

6Johnsons the Cleanerso6 stildl call i n
quick turn around on dry cleaning, at a very reasonable price. They also hire out th
Rug Doctor, an excellent carpet cleaning machine that is easy to use and the en
result is amazing.

Remember that many banking transactions can now be completed over the counte
at the Post Office as well as cash withdrawals for which there is no charge.

A very happy New Year to our existing and new customers alike.
Thanking you for your continued support.

Jim and Alison Creasy
9



We make

You know [&g AEEReL R LT
(Cider Apple Products)

01404 822925

e.mail cider.apples@hotmail.com
www.courtneysofwhimple

‘Pure Apple

Silly Cow’ Cider?

Juice’ s

Have you tried
our

T

)

Delicious home made cakes, made to

order.
All sizes and flavours available.

Cup Cakes to Celebration Cakes

Tea-time Cakes to Christmas Cakes |

Various dietary requirements
catered for.

Il Please call Samantha to discuss vour
requirements on Tel 851674

Gos 0

‘the Woods

Bespoke Timber Buildings
&

Timber Products

Traditionally made timber frame buildings-garden rooms-
§ b -garages -greenh conservatories. Made

to order internal/external doors, gates, seating and more..

Built to last,
quality timber products tailored to meet your requirements.

——

for more info visit

www.goodsfromthewoods.co.uk

Whimple, Devon —~—tel. 07811 670 967




Free Debt Advice from Award Winning Charity
Christians Against Poverty

Has your spending got out of control? Is the arrival of January bill
making you panic? Are you robbing Peter to pay Paul and
wondering how you will cope with it all in 2014? If you have

uncontrollable personal debt now is the time to take action, and
free advice is available at the Exeter Centre of Christians Again:
Poverty.

CAP is an award winning national charity that operates through a growing network
of debt centres opened in partnership with local churches. Widely respected by the
finance industry and creditors alike, Christians Against Poverty will work with you tc
set budgets, liaise with your creditors, and set up a repayment schedule that you ca
afford.

We use a combination of facdoface home visits, budgeting advice, debt
management, creditor negotiations, insolvency services and befriending. Th
service we offer is completely free and is available to all members

of society. Debt can affect anyone, whether as a result of

redundancy or illness, overspending or relationship breakdown

and there is always a solution for each situation.

Says Anne from Exeter: 6 From tgfe mo
burden was lifted and there was light at the end of the tunnel. | was

so relieved to get the suppor nee

debt fFfreeo.

The number to ring to book an appointment is 0800 328 0006, or for more
information visit our website www.capuk.org Making the first call can be hard but
the sooner you ring, the sooner you will have peace of mind.

Phil Dominy

The Whimple News Team welcomes input to the magazine and
encourages local traders and businesses to advertise with us.

However the views expressed in Whimple News articles are those off
the contributors and not of the Whimple News Team and, similarly,

we cannot endorse the goods and services that are advertised in the
magazine.




The Latest News
From Your Local

/
WHIMPLE

Pre-School #r st

How Your Money Has Helped...

We would first of all like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support at
our various fund raising events including the now famous Quiz & Curry Night. This
year we have spent some of the money by astroturfing a large area of our garden.
This has not only made the garden look a lot smarter but more importantly has
ensured that the children can go outside all year round, which of course they love.

Christmas 2013... !

In December the children went on a school trip to
Cotley Farm to meet the Reindeer, Helen & Lester
Bowker gave us all a warm welcome and it was a
wonderful lead up to Christmas and our Nativity.
Due fo the large number of children we currently
have, for the first year ever the children performed
their Nativity on stage in the Victory Hall, and
what a brilliant job they did.

Growing Numbers...

We now have 27 children on our books for Spring
Term 2014. It is great that so many local parents
are supporting Whimple Pre-School, we still have
some places available and welcome all children
from 2 years 9 months, so come and have fun
with our professional, caring, experienced staff 2
who all love their jobs and all our children.

Information...

For more news, term dates, etc please check
our website www.whimplepreschool.com

or call 07794 652549.
\/@ www. whimplepreschool.com
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Whimple Victory Hall

The Hall was originally established in 1920 to celebrate victory in the Firs]
World War. The History Society and other village organisations are planning
various celebrations to mark one hundred years from the outbreak of tha
War. The Hall Trustees have also been considering whether we should ma
the centenary in some way, bearing in mind the reasons for the hall being

built in the first place. |

Our thoughts are still at an early stage and we would welcome suggestiong
from the village for a suitable form of celebration, or a project, that would
be appropriate.

If you have a comment, suggestion or

a proposal, please tell me about it.

Bob Scanlar822262

bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk

legal expertise for everyone

Everys has been providing quality legal expertise,
delivered professionally yet personally to families
and businesses across the region for many years.

* Family & Matrimonial * Tax Planning

» Conveyancing * Licensing

* Employment Law * Wills, Trust & Probate
* Buying/Selling * Criminal Law

& Inheritance Disputes No

. Dispute Resolution  Fee solicitors

Call our Honiton team of experts on 01404 41221/43431
or visit www.everys.co.uk

Businesses
+ Personal Injury No ever S
* Property, Contract Win

Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

13



e Supplying quality coal and
smokeless fuels

e Stockist of bottled gas

e Regular deliveriesin your

area

01392 841464

Email: exevalleyfuels@btconnect.com
Website: exevalleyfuels.co.uk

Chris Burrows
Landscape Maintenance ,;
chnsburrows@yahoo com

« BUFOWS!
v\\@
Landscapmg

For friendly cost effective legal and financial
services for you, your family and your business

* Residential Property

* Wills Probate & Trusts

e Company & Commercial

» Business Sales & Purchases
e Landlord & Tenant

& gilbertstephens.

SOLICITORS

e Personal Injury

* Family & Mediation

* Employment

* Financial & Investment Services
e Licensing

www.gilbertstephens.co.uk




Gordon Owen

Gordonds funeral was held at St Marybo
full of family and friends, many from Whimple. Gordon was held in great affection,
based on the time he and Heather ran the Post Office for several years before h
was forced to give it up because of his stroke. | always used to look forward to his
articles and musi ngs OJelwvays goock for absBil® and t
something different to think about. Gordon was still keen to play a role in the village,
and one way he did that was to help deliver the Whimple News in fair weather and
foul. The News Team are grateful for his assistance over the years.

There were some moving tributes to Gordon from his best friend, Roy Smith who
had joined the RAF at the same time in 1939, and that had been the foundation fol
a lifedlong friendship. Roy shared some wonderful memories with us. His sons, Pal
and Mark also shared their very personal memories of their Dad, which were very

heart warming to hear, and we | earned
Our thoughts go out to Heather and the family at this sad time.
EdH
. .
o o
3 ‘Girdle 8| CAPITAL &
® ol CITY TAXIS
® ®
: Ceilidhs, Parties :
: Weddings, Sing-a-longs : 01392 433 433
: The band for : FOR ALL YOUR
® all occasions @ AIRPORTS,
: : SEAPORTS & EXETER
® Tel 823083 g STATIONS
S  slack-magirdlecouk g
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Complete Locksmithing Service

* 24 Hour Emergency Service
L ] * Standard & Computerised Key Cutting
11, TANI * Duplicate Keys Cut For Any Vehicle
* Car Transponder Keys Cut
* 24 Hour Lock Out Service
* Replacement Lock Installations
* Aluminium & Upvc Door Locks
* Master Key Suites

%= Free Security Assessments
% Locks Supplied & Fitted

MASTER LOCKSMITHS

P, | &= Safes Opened o
ifX:é\ &= Burglar Alarm Installati92§ Agents For Medeco Locks
%ﬁ} &= CCTV Systems D w— E

01392 411887
FAX 01392 424817

A Wide Range of Security Products ~ +131 Sidwell St. Exeter EX4 6RY
Available For Demonstrations AL.... *Unit 1, The Space Place, Alphinbrook Rd. Marsh Barton, Exeter.

BRICKWORK&MASONRY

New build-extendrefurbishmentrenovate
alterationbarnshardlandscaperepairs

Telephone Mark on

822913 or The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL
Jan and John offer a friendly and

) 078170977?1 relaxed stay at the Jays.
Emaild mproberts@live.co.uk Close to Exeter Airport for which

transfers are available

26 Elizabeth Close Colour TV in all bedrooms

Whimple Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.
Nr Exeter Several local Pubs and Restaurants
Devon ) , within easy reach  -(pick up service)
EX5 2UT City and Guilds Bed and full Breakfast menu:
Qualified No smoking.
Your friendly, reliable local tradesman Phone: 01404 -823614

e-mailjaydiscombe@supanet.com

No job too small




WASSAIL 2014

Last year | thought that if the rain continued during 2013, we would be touring the
paddy fields of Whimple in 2014, and this is exactly what we did on January 17th

We had a good turnout of 6Wassailers
business just before we set off on our epic adventure round the orchards o
Whi mpl e. There was a table of 6 or s

they must have been surprised to be suddenly surrounded by men in smocks, me
with guns over their shoulders and lots of people dressed for a night out in the cold
And after half an hour we left as suddenly as we had arrived, leaving them in peac
The joys of coming out to a nice quiet country pub! Thanks to Michelle and Gill for
opening early. (Later on the fish and chip man in The Square must have thoug
that he had a mad customer rush as these 200 or so people descended on Tt
Square to take part in the Wassail stop to give 3 cheers for John Shepherd).

| thought that the History Society had a great idea in selling Wassail mugs at the ste
and they were all soon snapped u@ in fact they could have sold even more. If you
missed out, then you can get them when the Heritage Centre-opens for the new
season after Easter.

The numbers for the Wassail were up to last year...certainly nearer the 200 mai
which | think is great. A number of faces from outside the village | think, and that i
good for Whimple as it will keep this weird and wonderful pagan ceremony alive! It
was good to also see a number of 6 Wa
many year s, but who had not 6doned ¢
through the village and thanks to Margaret Burrough for the cider, lan and Anr
Hardcastle, and Jim and Mary Chard for letting us use their orchards. Plus a b
thank you to the Pyrotechnic King of
wonderful small bonfires in the Woodhayes Orchard. That has to be my favourite
orchard because of the space and setting. Thanks also to John and Jan Discomt
and Dominic and Tony who prepared the Wassail cup® most people managed to
get a cupful of cheer to help them on their way.

Connor Thompson was promoted to Wassail King this year, having been the Princ
last year, and he was ably assisted by Sam Walsh as the Wassail Prince. Jim Cau
and his strolling band provided the music as we made our way round the village
and then they took part in the wusual
more guests. Thanks to them.

Well done to the hardworking team up at the cricket club who prepared and served
food to the Wassail army, and thanks to valiant Matt and Gemma who were doing
the bar (believing that they were 0he
for a mad hour or two! Thanks to Geoff Delves who turned up to offer assistance).
And thank you Whimple for joining us and making Wassail such a success! See yc
next year and fingers crossed for another bumper crop thanks to our efforts.

EdH

17



ASK

What can Scouts do for you?
d

AOR an
'/ k‘ What can you do for Scouts?

About Whimple Scouts

The village is fortunate to have a thriving Scouting troop based just off The Squa
with the following packs for both boys and girls

Beavers (6 to 8 years old)

Cubs (8 to 10n years old) Temporaril.)
Scouts (10N to 14 years ol d)

Explorers (14 to 18 years old)

New Cub Leaders Required

Many thanks to Shelley, Chris and Mandy for running Cubs up until Christmas. W\
now need to broaden our search for new leaders who will take over the running o
this pack. As a new leader myself, who has had no previous Scouting experience
would like to say that there is all the help and training that you need both within the
Whimple group and the Scouting organisation generally. | would like to sugge:s
that, along with us Mums and Dads, younger individuals would be fantastic for thi
position as they bring the fun and enthusiasm that kids love. The training ar
experience could enhance your CV and count towards external qualifications fror
The Open College Network The Institute of Leadership and Managemeand The
Institute of Training and Occupational Learning.

_Helping Local Events, Organisations and Individuals

We are always looking out for ways for Scouts to help out locally. Many of you wil
remember "bobajob week" which, although it had its shortcomings, did get
Scouting involved within the community. We would welcome suggestions for
projects that we could be involved in, such as stewardship of an aspect of th
community or just helping out. While donations to the Scout Group are alway:s
welcome, this is not the main criteria as we consider that it is important for youn
people to get involved without always looking for money.

Scout Jumble Sale

We will be holding a jumble sale in the Scout hut on Saturday 22nd March &
2:00pm. There willbe teas and cake available. We will be collecting good saleabl
items on Thursday 20th March andems can be dropped off at the hut on Friday
evening and Saturday morning. While we do appreciate your donations, could wi
emphasi se 6good sellable itemsd requi

Justin HarrisAssistant Scout Leader 01404 823873
18
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HI HO HI HO!
_~. THEWHIMPLETONS PRESENT

d 2

VICTORY HALL ON

% FEDRUARY20mu,2Mst, D
EVERY EVENING 7.30 : SATURDAY MATINEE 2.30pm
BAR FROM 6.45PM AND REFRESHMENTS/TEAS.

TICKETS FROM THE POST OFFICE
% THURSDAY NIGHTADULT £4 CHILD £2. ﬁ%
OTHER PERFORMANCES ADULT £5 CHILD £3

19




Ladies Coffee Morning

There must be many of you in the community who are tired of looking at four wall:
whilst the wind and rain beat against the window.

Why not come and join us on Friday mornings between 10.30am and 12.00noon ir
St . Maryds Church and have the oppor
others in the same situation.

You all will be very welcome.
Sonia Benton 821996

Lamb Hill Parkerflovals

@@ﬁ@@m M@@E@i‘f@l@ﬁ’y For all your Valentine’s Day &

 E = T Mother’s Day floral needs
e Sales. ... .® Repairs
- A \\‘

=

7 o PRGN SN L.
e Servicing

Andrew has over 20 years experience
in the garden machinery industry.
Previously at Otter Nurseries & more
recently at P.J.Flegg.

FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN MACHINERY NEEDS e o .
CALL AN D R EW TO DAY Your local Whimple based florist supplying all
01404 823100/07773 579072 individual floral needs for

Weddings, Funerals and Special Occasions

Moorview Industrial Estate Straightway
Head Whimple Devon. EX5 2QT
Email: lambhillgardenmachinery@hotmail.co.uk www.facebook.com/Parkerflorals

LUCY SMITH

We reported in the last edition that Lucy had taken a tumble and spent som
time in hospital. We are delighted to report that Lucy is now back home, anc
she would like to thank all her kind friends for their visits and cards during th
time. Lucy is now making a steady recovery and hopefully we will see he
around the village again.

EdH
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AA
positive
individual

What could you do with ten minutes of your time?

dr'he Mortgage Makeoved

Ten minutes is all/l it takes to det €
mortgage.

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands of pounds.
Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay your mortgage
off early.
Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice.

contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375

web & www.stephenclare.co.uk
email - stephenclare @thinkpositive.co.uk
post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF

Positive Solutions (Financial Services) are authorised
and regulated by the Financial Services Authority.

(please remember your home may be repossessed
if you cannot keep up the repayments on any
mortgage or other loan secured on it)
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WHIMPLE AND DISTRICT
VILLAGE PRODUCE ASSOCIATION

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 13th January 2014 and it was
good to see yet another full house! The reports reflected on another good year fo
the VPA with all the events being well supported and very much enjoyed by all whc
attended. Our Membership Secretary had excelled herself once again and the yes
showed another increase in membershi
number of paid up members. Our membership Secretary, Myrtle Docking, was duly
thanked for achieving such a magnificent number of members for the year. Thi
many events were well supported, particularly the plant sale in May and of course
our annual Flower Show. The plant sale is now a well established annual event in tt
Village and the funds raised go to finance the Flower Show. As the Flower Sho
costs just over Al1,000 to stage, t hi
were pleased to make donations to both the Scouts and the Whimple News as par
of its ongoing commitment to put something back into our community. There were
no major changes to our Committee, but we did welcome two new keen members,
Emma Palmer and Jane Tancock. | am sure they will be a welcome asset to enst
we have another very successful year!

The first event this year will be a talk by Mary Benger of Burrow Farm Garden:
These gardens have steadily been developed over the years and are now a ve
popular place for garden enthusiasts to visit. The talk will be on Tuesday 25th Marc
in the Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.

Following that, we are planning a coach trip to the Lost Gardens of Heligan. This wi
be on Saturday 3rd May and is being arranged in conjunction with the Ottery St
Mary Garden Club. Doreen Staddon is making all the arrangements, so if you war
to reserve your seat on the coach, please contact her by email or
doreenstaddon@btinternet.com or by telephone on 01404 823594. The coach will
be leaving The Square at 8.45am.

Our annual Spring Coffee morning and Plant Sale will be on Saturday 17th May i
the Village Hall. This has been a very popular in recent years and we will be lookin
for the same success this year. Hopefully we will be able to provide a wide range ¢
plants but if there are any specific ones you would like us to grow, please let u
know and we will see what we can do!

In June we are hoping to stage our Open Gardens weekend where some ten t
twelve gardens will be available for people to look round. It is intended that one
ticket will cover both days to avoid people having to sprint from one location to
another! Although we have a number of gardens on our list, if anyone else has a
interesting garden they wouldndét mind

Our annual Flower Show will be on Saturday 9th August 2014. We hope to have the
schedules out by the plant sale in May, but they will also be available from the
website as soon we have finalised all the classes.

22



If anyone has any ideas for classes particularly in the photography, craft an
childrends classes then please put vyo
boxes in the Post Office and Whimple Stores.

We look forward to seeing you at all these events as well as any others we ca
arrange during the vyear. All these details are on the VPA website

www.whimplevpa.org.uk
Paul Wilson,
Hon. Secretary.

Whimple Victory Hall

Enjoy fresh home - made soups
and delicious hot bacon

or sausage sanawiches

cooked and served by your
friendly Soupod

Join us for Soup

from 12.00noon to 1.30pm
on Saturday 29th March

There will be no Soup
(because It ds




Di strict Counc

Welcome to the New Year, traditionally a time to look forward
to a new and bright future full of hope and cheer so | wish you
all a happy and prosperous year in 2014. Personally, | am glac
to see the end of 2013 as it has been a year of funerals for me
so | look forward to 2014 with some hope.

Pithayes Farm, Whimple:a Lesson for all Parish
Councils.

As you probably know, there have been several planning applications for Sola
Farms in the Whimple area this year which have all been approved by the plannin
committee. However, | have noticed as the year has progressed that there has bee
a movement in the thinking of the planning committee members against this
proliferation of Solar Farms. This movement in thinking appears to have culminate
in the rejection of the Pithayes appl
the end of October, meaning that it did not have to go through Planning Committee
scrutiny. From the number of queries that | am still receiving about this application i
is obvious that not everybody in the ward has heard that it has been rejected, fo
which | apologise.

Whimple is not yet out of the wood on this one however, because there is always
the possibility that the application will go to appeal where our decision could be
overturned by the inspector. So watch this space for any updates. What | hope the
this planning decision means, in a wider East Devon context, is that it shows that it
possible to challenge the current torrent of solar farm applications.

The Sudden Rush of Housing, Planning Applications in the Ward

Talking to a Talaton resident just before Christmas about the sudden appearance «
two separate proposals for quite large housing developments in the village o
Talaton, compels me to mention that no hard and fast maximum number has beel
established for any community in E.D.D.C. by the Local Plan. The numbel
established are merely the current minimum that every community must establisr
Thus, for Talaton the number five is merely the minimum number that the plan ha
proposed between now and 2026. Similarly the number twenty is only the
minimum.

You may remember that last year the Council asked landowners to indicate parcel
of land that they may wish to develop in an attempt to create a bank of possible
building land in the individual parishes. At the moment, the N.P.P.F. (the Nation:
Planning Policy Framework- whose dominating principle is to encourage and

facilitate the development of housing) dominates the local plan and until the
Council ds new plan has been accepted

upon this later). In addition, do remember that the Planning Committee may
propose acceptance or rejection of a particular proposal but, in reality, our decision:s
to reject plans can always be overturned on appeal. Finally, remember that in th
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second half of 2013 the government has been changing the framework of controls
on building by introducing a variety of measures that increase the number of house
being developed at the expense of office accommodation and other categories of
non domestic buildings.

The consequence of all these innovations has been that the democratic function o
the electors becomes more important in attempting to prevent excessive housing
development occurring.

The Experience of Feniton, an example of more than the
Minimum Number

An article in the Honiton Pullmans reminds us just how much more than the
mi ni mum number the planning process
potential housing development at Feniton (where developers are appealing agains
rejection of their plans to increase the size of the village by 40%) is a grim reminde
of how planning can get out of control. This meeting was scheduled to be held a
the Bowling Club but as the date has drawn near it has been realised that this is tc
small to accommodate the numbers of interested residents intending to attend. The
new site is going to be the Flybe Training Academy near Exeter Airport, which raise
some questions about accessibility as the only transport available will be private ce
so some villagers may not be able to attend

A Rumour about the possibility of development in railway
provision on the Waterloo to Exeter line.

A fellow councillor in conversation with me last week mentioned that he has heard
that serious talks are taking place between the County Council, Network Rail anc
the engineering firm that carries out the bulk of its rail engineering work. The gist ©
this rumour is that another doubling of the track at the Exeter end of the line is bein
seriously considered to enhance the number of trains that our line can carry
Remember, this is not official but a very tenuous comment and is not to be treatec
as a concrete fact yet.

The Local Plan Inquiry

The timetable for the inquiry into the Local Plan has been announced and i
available on E.D. D.C06s website at w
of the inspection dates and subject matter are laid out. Lasting just under a mont
the inquiry will start on February the 11th and will cover all aspects of the draft plar
which we are all now so familiar with. These include housing, affordable homes
employment, tourism and retail, climate change and the natural environment. Ir
addition, there wild.| be sessions on E

The job of the Inspector will be to consider whether our Local Plan meets the
requirements of the 2004 Compulsory Purchase Act as well as with the guidanc
|l aid out in the N.P.P.F. Letds hope t
can regain some control over the process of planning locally.

Clir Martin Gammell
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