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 Feb/March 2019 

 

With thanks to Laura Randall for this photo 
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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A TRADITIONAL PUB, SERVING HOMEMADE FOOD FROM 
AN AWARD-WINNING TEAM 

ñññ 

Open Monday -Thursday 12.00noon -3.00pm,  

then 5.00pm  until Closing  

Food is served 12.00noon -2.00pm, then 6.00pm -9.00pm  

On Friday, Saturday and Sunday we are open  

12.00noon -Closing  

Food is served all day Saturday 12.00noon -9.30pm  

Sunday all day 12.00noon -8.30pm  
 

**SATURDAY MAY 18THð THIRSTY FARMER FESTIVAL!! ALL DAY ** 

Look out for more details  
 

   

The Thirsty Farmer  
WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

JOIN US FOR OUR QUIZ! 

NEW START TIME 8PM 
ENTRY MONEY GOES TO 

LOCAL CAUSES 

 

 

LIVE MUSIC DATES 
  FEBRUARY 

 Friday 22nd  Not The Cowboys   9pm  

 Sunday 24th  Scott Phillips Acoustic  4pm  

  MARCH 

 Saturday 16th  Dumboõs Feather  9pm  

 Friday 29th  Eat The Rich   9pm  

 Sunday 31st  Acoustic Set TBC   4pm  

  APRIL 

 Friday 26th  Eventine     9pm  
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

07939 879305  
01404 823258  

 (Whimple)  

Geoff  

Delves  

Roofing  

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  
 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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February  
 

12th WI Monthly Meeting 7.00 for 7.30pm. Victory Hall ð speaker is Luc Vandamme 
ôMAF Flying Medicsõ. 

12th Whimple Parish Council ð Public Information Meeting at the Cricket Club 
about the proposed Air Ambulance Landing Site 7.30pm. Details page 46. 

21st The Whimpletons present ôOnce upon a time in Whimpleõ 7.30pm.  
22nd The Whimpletons present ôOnce upon a time in Whimpleõ 7.30pm.  
23rd The Whimpletons present ôOnce upon a time in Whimpleõ ð Matinee 2.00pm.  
23rd The Whimpletons present ôOnce upon a time in Whimpleõ 7.30pm.  
 Details page 30. 
25th Whimple Parish Council Meeting Victory Hall 7.00pm. 
 

March 
 

  4th Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting ð Victory Hall 7.00pm.  
12th WI Monthly Meeting ð 7.00 for 7.30pm. Victory Hall- Open Evening ðSpeaker 

is Michael Cotterill ð ôEstate planning, Taxes and Willsõ. 
14th Rotary Quiz ð New Fountain 8.00pm. Details page 8. 
15th VPA Talk ð Victory Hall ð 7.30pm. Leigh Edwards and ôõThe genetic 

modification of crop plantsõ. 
16th 1st Whimple Scouts ð Mammoth Jumble Sale at the Scout Hut. Details page 36 
18th Whimple Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00pm. 
22nd Whimple History Society, AGM Victory Hall, 7.30pm.  
23rd Church Tidy Up. Details page 55. 
29th Fashumble with Dulcie and Mya at the Victory Hall. Details page 9. 
30th SoupõnõSarnie , Victory Hall, 12.00noon -1.30pm.  
 

April 
 

  1st Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting, Victory Hall 7.00pm.  
  5th Parish Council, Defibrillator Training, Victory Hall. Details page 46. 
  9th WI Monthly Meeting ð  7.00 for 7.30pm. Victory Hall ð speaker is Dr Peter 

Marsden ð ôArchaeology of Cesspits, Cemeteries etcõ. 
15th Whimple Annual Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall 7.00pm. 
 

May 
 

11th VPA Annual Spring Plant Sale, Victory Hall. 
13th Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting, Victory Hall 7.00pm. 
14th WI AGM - 7.00 for 7.30pm. Victory Hall. 
20th Whimple Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall 7.00pm, AGM and Re-election 

of Members. 
 

June 
 

  3rd Whimple Parish Council Planning Meeting, Victory Hall 7.00pm. 
17th Whimple Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall 7.00pm. 

Whatõs On In Whimple  
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Ed the Ed 
 

Our cover photo continues the publicity given to a poor police driver who made a 
mistake in the Victory Hall car park, and he has had to put up with a lot of mickey-
taking, and I believe that such exploits are normally a ôcake-ableõ offence in the local 
police station. This was upgraded from doughnuts to cream cakes as the publicity 
machine went into overdrive! He joins a small but select band who have done that 
particular deed.  I can only own up to making my car slimmer a couple of years ago 
when I managed to grind past the metal post on the left of the exit from the same 
car park! 
As I write, I am gazing out at the first snow of the year, and wondering if I will make 
it down the hill to attend to my retail duties in the shop this afternoon.  I cannot let 
the mighty Whimple Stores organisation down, so will don all my Arctic gear as 
recommended by our village expert, Ann Daniels, and will set out a couple of hours 
earlier than normal. And grateful thanks to Bob Scanlan for braving the snow and 
the cold on that Thursday evening to deliver the proof reading copies of this edition. 
You will see that we have a couple of letters to the Editor in this issue, one which left 
me bemused, and a second with a far more serious intent of attempting to ôscamõ 
me ð read it and avoid all such invitations!  
The Whimpletons are now revving up (more like slowly chugging!) for the panto in 
February ð tickets are starting to roll out of the shop so get yours now! On pages 40-
41 we have details of more dramatic activity in Talaton, and if it is anything like the 
recent production in the Victory Hall of the Victorian Melodramas, then it should be 
excellent entertainment! Be bold and cross the boundary line!  
Victory Hall has provided years of excellent service to the village, and on page 23, 
Bob Scanlan outlines some facts about its future, and the start of a debate on what 
the village wants of this facility. We will keep you up to date with progress on this 
very important project which will affect many of us in the village ð plus people from 
outside Whimple who come in to use the facility as well.   
The Parish Council are offering free Defibrillator training on April 5th ð a very 
valuable skill to have ð please email Kevin Finch (details on page 46) if you would 
like to be able to competently operate this very important resource.  
 

The next edition of this wonderful magazine will cover April and May, and if you 
would like to contribute an article for inclusion, please either send it direct to Bob 
on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or leave it in our post box at Dairy Cottage opposite 
the New Fountain, by 5th March. Thank you! 

EdH 
 



 

8 

Thank you to all who kindly donated fabrics and made bags to help us start trying 
to be plastic free. 

We have fabric bread and produce bags available for you to use. We try to have 
our fruit and veg delivered to us loose and the boxes used to deliver them to us 
are returned for reuse. 

We still have a few reusable bamboo coffee cups left. They can be bought 
separately or with a coffee for a special price of £5. Due to increasing prices we 
have raised the price for a regular coffee to £1.80 but if you bring a reusable cup 
we will give you a 30p discount.  

We also have a few remaining large soya wax wraps. We are selling 50x50cm 
wraps for £5.20 which is a very competitive price. Wax wraps can be used instead 
of cling film. They should be washed in warm water and can be recharged by 
ironing between greaseproof paper. They can also be made at home with cotton 
and the wax of your choice. 

Post Office 

Just a reminder of our collection times. Weekdays are 11.45am and 4.45pm. 
Saturday collection is 11.45am. To ensure your post or banking goes that day, 
please make sure you bring it in at least 10-15 minutes before collection time, as 
paperwork needs to go with end of day collection and we have to give this priority 
to make sure it goes every day. 

Banking services are constantly being improved, with many high street banks 
extending what we can do in branch including cash deposits being possible with a 
card. Banking services are free and available every day the Shop is open (except 
bank holidays). 

We are always happy to give advice on pricing parcels mail so feel free to come in 
and talk to us.  

 
 

On Thursday 14th March, the New Fountain will be hosting the Rotary Quiz.  
 

These are run twice a year all over East Devon, and the proceeds go towards 
charities. It will start at 08.00 p.m. 
  

There will be three rounds; the event will be run as one big 
team representing the pub, and all participants are asked to 
contribute £3.00 to enter. 
 

All are welcome 
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Dulcie and Mya will be holding a Fashumble on: 

Friday 29th March 2019 in the Victory Hall. 
Before you put your unwanted clothes on internet selling sites, why not try to sell it 
in the village. 

Seller packs will be available from the shop.  This will allow you to price up your 
clothing and list what items you have to sell.  We will take clothing and display it in 
the Victory Hall as well as organising a Fashion Show for some of the clothing. 

If you have nothing to sell you may prefer to come along to enjoy the show and 
hopefully buy something wonderful that will be new to you.  Tickets will also be 
available from the shop. 

We will take a commission on any clothes sold but there will be no other seller fees. 

We are fundraising for our trip to Tanzania in July.  We will be in Tanzania for four 
weeks and will spend three weeks living in communities whilst working on projects 
with them. 
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WASSAIL 2019 
 

We had a great crowd come on the Wassail when we set out on Thursday 17th 
January from the New Fountain. I estimated some 150 - 200 good people joined us 
in the annual tour of the village and the orchards. It was lovely to see that Jim 
Causley again supported us, as he does every year ð and he brings a band that walk 
round with us and also provide the music up at the cricket club. It was a dry night, a 
little chilly but the raging bonfires created by the village pyromaniac, Ray Horn, in 
the Woodhayes orchard were splendid. I donõt think that people wanted to move 
away! 

Thanks to Paddy at the Fountain for opening early, Margaret Burrough for supplying 
the Wassail Cup, the Wassail Royalty in the shape of Rosie Davis and Ella Bayley, 
who did a wonderful job for us, the stewards, the Gun Crew and the team up at the 
Cricket Club doing splendid work with supplying bread, apple cake, soup and liquid 
refreshments at the bar...and with local cider from Courtneyõs! Thanks to the orchard 
owners - Margaret Burrough and Jim and Mary Chard. 

I am sure that the 2019 harvest will be a great success thanks to our efforts! 

Ed H 

 

Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 
Join us for 

SoupõnõSarnie Lunch 
 

12.00noon to 1.30pm on 
 

Saturday 30th March 
 
 

there is no SoupõnõSarnie in February 
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tƛƭŀǘŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
 

Small friendly class, suitable for all levels. 

Functional, Strengthening,  
Core based exercises. 

West Hill Village Hall  

10AM Thursday mornings 

For more information contact  

Julie Read on 07966 571159 

or email juliereadfitness@live.co.uk  

 

 

PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Healthy meal in a rushé 
 

Life is pretty hectic for most of us these days so I thought it would be nice to share a 
healthy òGo Toó meal that is simple, inexpensive and nutritious. Itõs full of vegetables, 
herbs and spices so youõll easily top-up your 5-a-day with this dish. Itõs from food 
writers, Jasmine and Melissa Hemsley and is a favourite for many clients. Another 
bonus is you can buy most ingredients from the Village Shop.  

Ingredients: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Method: 

Preheat oven to 200°C/190°C fan/Gas mark 6. Grease a muffin tray with butter/oil or 
use paper cases or parchment paper.  

Beat eggs in a large bowl. Add salt & pepper, grated and chopped vegetables, finely 
chopped onion/leek, garlic and any spices or herbs. You are looking for a ratio of 
50% egg to 50% raw veg. Pour mixture into the prepared muffin tin. Bake for 12 
minutes, then crumble the cheese on top and turn on the grill. Grill for about a 
minute until the tops are golden brown. Alternatively, you could stir the cheese into 
the egg mix, not bother with the grill and just cook in the oven for 14 minutes. The 
frittatas should be just set in the middle. Remove from the tray and leave to cool on a 
wire rack. Left-overs can be wrapped in baking or greaseproof paper or pop them in 
your lunch box for a great snack on the go. Serve with a green salad, cherry tomatoes 
and some sliced avocado. Recipe adapted from Hemsley & Hemsleyõs ôGood + 
Simpleõ cookbook. Makes 12.  

If you have questions about nutrition, health and well-being or you just want to get 
your energy levels back on track, get in touch with me on my mobile: 07747755659, 
my email: debmmac@gmail.com or you can find me on my facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/rootstolivewell/. I also offer free 15 minute consultations to see 
if I can help you with your health issues.  

Note: February 13th at 6.30 I am giving a talk on Naturopathic Nutrition at WildHeart 
Chiropractic in Marsh Barton where I will also share a few health tips and fast and 
healthy ôGo To Recipesõ. Details are on my Facebook page.  

Correction: In the December issue, I made an error. I stated ò98% of the population 
is dehydratedó when actually itõs ò89%ó. Many apologies. Hereõs to your health!  Deb 

 

8 ð 12 eggs 2 large garlic clove, minced 

2 large pinches of sea salt 1 tsp dried oregano 

A large pinch of black pepper 2 tsp ground cumin 

3 courgettes or carrots, roughly grated (or a mix 
of both) 

1 tsp ground turmeric 

A handful of veg ð try chopped red pepper, 
spinach, kale or peas 

A handful of fresh parsley and/or coriander 

1 onion or leek, or some spring onions or fresh 
chives (dice, chop or snip them finely as you 
wonõt be frying them) 

A large handful of grated hard cheese, such 
as Cheddar, Gruyere or Parmesan  



 

13 
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Andy 
Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

 

 

tƛƭŀǘŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 

 
LƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƅŜȄƛōƛƭƛǘȅ 

 

/ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 

 

IŜƭŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ мΥолǇƳ ŀƴŘ 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ уΦллǇƳ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {Ŏƻǳǘ Iǳǘ ƛƴ ²ƘƛƳǇƭŜ 

 

ϻр Ǉŀȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƻǊ мн ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ϻрп 
 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ - 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 

aƻōƛƭŜΥ лтфрс мотпфо 

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ 9ŘƳƻƴŘǎ 
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Throughout the archives at the Heritage Centre, there are very many small gems 
telling of Whimpleõs history, its people, their memories and legends. In this and 
forthcoming issues of òWhimple Newsó we will be sharing some of these jewels 

with you and we hope you will find these to be quite interesting.  

So, the History Society brings to you the first edition ofé.. 
 

WHIMPLE Q.I 
 

The Oxford Dictionary of Place Names suggests the name òWhimpleó 
derived from the stream running through the village and was a 
compound of Celtic words ògwynó (white) and òpwlló (pool).  

Not all scholars agree with this theory but, if it is correct, Whimple is 
one of only four East Devon place names that appear to have Celtic 
origins, the others being Crook, Hemyock and Aunk. 

Whimple is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086. 

Harry Lamacraft was the lamp lighter in Whimple in the early 1900s. 

Ghost stories told by Whimple residents: - 

òAt Higher Slewton at midnight a ghost sometimes appears at the 
Shrubbery Doorõó 

òAt Holly Ball the Devil is chained up. A courting couple heard the 
chains rattling.ó (There was speculation later that the rattling could 
have been a gin trap.) 

A Whimple man, Alfie S (name withheld!), was let out of prison and 
was said to have committed a small crime to get back in. 

According to research carried out by Mrs Frances Pratt, who used to 
live at Sandfords, the population of Whimple in the following years 
was:-  

     Year:                 1801   1850   1851   1901    1931    1949  

  Population:      483      816     704     680       775      827      
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Are you interested in playing 

in a Chamber Group? 
 

I am  trying to form a small chamber 
group to play together for fun. Schubert, 
Mozart etc. Two violins, viola and cello. 

There are quite a few violinists about, but 
I don't know of a cellist. I play viola. 

Maybe it will work, maybe not. Do you 
think it is worth a try? 

I suggest a minimum standard Grade 6. My feeling is to see if a there is a 
cellist first. If interested please call or email me: 

rldavies0@gmail.com or 07866 701217 

Richard Davies 
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darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 
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A 'HUGE THANK YOU' to everyone who supported 
preschool at our annual Quiz & Curry evening, which 
seems to be a firm village favourite, we always sell out 
of tickets!    

At the time of writing this we havenõt yet hosted it so I 
canõt say how much we will have raised but the 
fantastic funds that this event always creates really does keep the 
preschool going. 

Over the last year we have used it to buy lots of great resources to 
enhance the childrenõs learning such as a pirate ship, driving bench for 
the garden and some lovely wooden toys. We have just replaced the 
garden fencing and gate to make the garden more secure.    

We also use the funds to pay for enrichment activities through the year 
such as drama and music workshops and preschool trips.      

We take children from 2 years 6 months and have spaces from 
September. We would like to encourage families to register their 
interest with us soon if they are thinking of sending their child to us, so 
that we can begin to plan ahead. 

Please contact us through our website 
www.whimplepreschool.com, email on 
admin@whimplepreschool.com or by 
phone on 07794 652549.     

 

 

Jo Sibley 

Half Term: 18th February ð 22nd February  
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The future of the Victory Hall 
 

In 2020 the Victory Hall will be celebrating its centenary. The original building, 
previously a wooden NAAFI hut, was given to the village in 1920 to commemorate 
victory in the Great War.  

The building is now old and in a poor state of repair. There are serious problems 
with the roof, the main hall floor and the heating. There are also many other less 
serious problems that need to be addressed 

As trustees we now need to take some important decisions about the future of the 
hall if it is to meet the needs of the village in the years to come. Those decisions 
must, and will, be guided by the users of the hall and the wider community.  

We need to ask questions such as: Is the Hall fully meeting the needs of the village 
and, if not, what more should be done? Should we be thinking of replacing the 
building on the same site or moving elsewhere? Or would it be better to remain 
where it is and renovate it? 

Our view has been that it benefits the village for the hall to remain in its central 
location where it can support the school, pre-school and a variety of other users in a 
way that a hall elsewhere in the village would be unable to do. 

Ten years ago we started to raise funds for a ôwar chestõ to be used either to develop 
detailed plans for a new building or to be used the refurbish the existing building. So 
far we have raised £90,000 towards a target of £100,000 by 2020. We have also 
demonstrated good governance by achieving the quality assurance certification 
ôHallmarkõ. 

Having spoken at length to the various funding agencies it has become clear that we 
are unlikely to get a major grant. We are not in an area of significant deprivation and 
the village already has good facilities for sport. Although small grants are available 
any major future funding would need to come from within the village. 

So we need to decide whether to embark on an ambitious scheme to build a new 
hall, on the same site or elsewhere, which may mean several years of further 
fundraising while the building continues to deteriorate, or do we use the money we 
have raised to renovate the existing hall where it stands. 

We have started consulting regular users of the hall. Once we have done that, we 
will let you know what they say and provide an opportunity for everyone to add 
their views. We will explain how you can do that in the next edition of the News. 

Bob Scanlan 
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