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St Maryõs Church 
Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  
   11.00am  All Age Service  

 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10:45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Service 

 4th Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10:45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut
 5th Sunday 11.00am Joint Benefice Communion 

Whatõs on in Whimple 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability of 
venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Lynda Trevena on 822876 or e-mail lynda_amelia@hotmail.com 

October 
  8th --  Impact Club Night in the Scout Hut at 6.00p.m 
  9th --  Sclub11/Impact at10.45am  
11th ð Over 60õs Slide Show 
22nd -- Hospiscare Coffee Morning at the Victory Hall at 10.30am 
23rd --  Sclub11/Impact in the Scout Hut at10.45am  
24th --  Victory Hall AGM in the Hall committee room at 7.30pm 
25th ð Over 60õs Speaker Angela Paddy ôRhine Cruise with Slidesõ 
29th ð Over 60õs Coffee Morning 10.00am till Noon with Cake Stall 

Nov 
  5th --  PTFA Craft Fair in the Victory Hall from 1.00pm to 4.00pm 
11-13th -- Impact Weekend Away 
13th --  Sclub11/Impact in the Scout Hut at10.45am  
15th ð Over 60õs, Speaker Mrs Sutherland 
27th --  Sclub11/Impact in the Scout Hut at10.45am  
27th -- Advent Carol Service in St Maryõs Church at 6.30pm 

Dec 
  2nd -- Over 65õs Christmas Party in the Victory Hall at 7.00pm for 7.30pm  
  4th  -- Christingle Service in St Maryõs Church at 6.30pm 
  4th  -- Hank Wangford appearing at the Victory Hall at 7.30pm 
  7th  -- Christmas Craft Ideas at the Victory Hall at 3.00pm 
10th  -- Impact Club Night in the Scout Hut at 6.00pm 
11th  -- Sclub11/Impact Christmas Special in the Scout Hut at10.45am  
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ED the ed 

First of all, a very big thank you to Geoff Delves who organised a charity skittles 
match in the middle of August, for the Whimple News. A fine body of people 
turned up to support the event, and they raised a brilliant Ã90 for the News. So 
thanks to all those good people, and to Geoff, and Vicky for her BBQ skills. We 
had a great evening, with skittlers of all levels of ability, aided by the ôcup that 
cheersõ  and BBQ food ð it was only darkness that stopped play!! The News team 
very much appreciate this donation. 

We have an article from Jim Causley following on from my mention of the 
Devonshire Night at the Thirsty ð he now has a CD out that includes the Whimple 
Wassail song ð so rush down to the Heritage Centre and buy a copy ð it will 
make a brilliant gift! We have been listening to it this weekend and Jim has a great 
voice and he can be proud of this CD of traditional songs ðwell done Jim!  I 
wonder if I should make a CD of my finest singing moments from the pantos 
(have there ever been any, I hear you cry) ð it could be played at ôlast ordersõ in 
pubs to encourage drinkers to leave quickly! 

We appear to be entering the music season here in Whimple ð later on in the 
magazine you will see an advert for Hank Wangford ð a wonderful name, who is 
coming to our fair Village hall. I expect that will be very popular. Mid Life Crisis 
are back at the Thirsty in October ð one that I am determined not to miss. 

We seem to be drifting gently into autumn now ð but still with some warm days. 
A couple of weeks ago, me and the current Mrs H roped together and walked 
across the fields in sunshine to the Five Bells at Clyst Hydon ð some wonderful 
views and countryside, with the added prize of a superb panini when we got 
there! It only took an hour and ten minutesécoming back was a little slower. 

We have the results of the Village Produce Association Show in this edition ð 
some beautiful exhibits ð but I keep wondering what all the cakes taste like. I 
would be happy to sample a tiny piece of each entry, and I think that the wine/
beer section should be targeted at producing enough to slake the thirsts of eager 
visitors to the show! 

We also have a very different article in this edition about the Dog Racing evening 
that was held ð a guest contributor with a personal view. It was great fun ð lots of 
people and some fine Yellowhammer slipping down the old neck!   

The next edition will include publicity for Xmas events (scary, isnõt it?) but I am 
told that Xmas happens at the same time each year, so we shouldnõt be taken by 
surprise. So if your club/organisation needs some space, please get the 
information direct to Bob Scanlan on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk (AKA 
Professional-Grandparents-Are-Us); otherwise please leave at the Post Office with 
Jim and Alison by 14th November. We have a couple of new contributors in this 
edition ð please keep it up, and put pen to paper for this village newsletter ð itõs 
you who make it a success.  

Talking of success, I would like to say thank you to our dedicated team of 
deliverers who are about to enter the cold and wet season for distributing this fine 
magazine. Thank you!          Ed H 
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FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

Now that the western wind blows more often bringing the leaves tumbling 
down, it is however the north wind, that sends me indoors to sit by the 
glowing fire. The temperature is so changeable that one must be prepared to 
have the quilted coat ready. On Sunday 30th October our British Summer 
Time ends. We know when the sun will set and also when the clock will be 
put back, but one thing we donõt know is when the first frost will assail us. It 
will be a busy time in the garden taking up all the summer bedding plants, 
digging, composting, potting up geranium to put in the conservatory, and 
planting spring bulbs, wallflowers and pansies. I have given up planting 
polyanthus because the birds pick the flowers for nectar and then drop them 
unceremoniously. Pity because I so love their bright colours but the faces of 
pansies are so cheerful to look at. Apples have to be stored and sorted out, 
golden leaves swept, bagged up and made into leaf mould for next year. It is 
fascinating to watch the birds, which like most of us, live a family life. Many 
species change their habits according to the season, often solitary like the 
first swallow in spring or in pairs in spring and summer, but come the autumn 
they form flocks before they set out on their migratory journeys. In 
November our resident starlings become rather gregarious and during the 
winter months gather in great hordes. I sometimes wonder how the highest 
branches of our great linden tree can bear their weight and their noise is 
quite deafening. The pied wagtails are among the most attractive garden 
birds and they love it in the Square because of the proximity of the brook. 
Many birds keep strictly to their territory, especially our robins and wrens, 
but even wrens will keep in clusters in winter, being such tiny birds I suppose 
it keeps them warm. My goldfinches are now feeding on the teasels I plant 
every year with them in mind. Once you start considering the behaviours of 
our birds, you are surprised to find parallels with human beings, some are 
social, and some are not. I donõt know whether we can learn any lessons 
from this. I donõt only grow teasels for the goldfinches but use them in winter 
flower decorations - gilded, they look lovely at Christmas. 

 

 

 

Bright October was come  
The misty, bright October 
While Autumn over the yellow plain 
Comes jovial as the days become more solemn 
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Over the years I have made quite a study on teasels, they are so fascinating from 
an architects point of view. Their botanical name is ôdipsacusõ from the Greek 
meaning ôto thirstõ and refers to the way in which water collects in the cup-like 
structures formed around the stem by the leaf base and they are in tiers. The 
Roman name interestingly is ôlabrum Venerisõ or ôlavacrum Venerisõ ð Venus lips 
or basin. In the beginning of the 20th Century teasels were much used in the 
textile industry and hat makers to raise the nap of woollen cloth in the 
manufacture of velours and cashmere and also to smooth the nap of top hats. In 
English folklore they were known as ôbrush and combõ or ôJohny prick the fingerõ. 

 

 

 

Now gently, beautiful and calm 
Our quiet brook murmurs by 
How soft the light, how full of balm 
The breeze that soothes the darkening sky 

Whimple Victory Hall  
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Victory Hall will be held on Monday 
24th October in the Hall at 7.30pm. This meeting is open to EVERYONE 
and the Trustees would welcome your attendance. 

The Hall is managed by a board of voluntary Trustees. The majority of 
those trustees are nominated directly by the organisations that regularly 
use the hall, and the rest are volunteers from the community who are 
elected at the Annual General Meeting.   

Anyone who lives in Whimple can become an elected member - so if you 
are interested in working towards a better community centre for the 
village please come to the meeting and join us.  

If you would like to know more about our work, or the role of a hall 
trustee, please speak to our chairman, John Discombe tel. 823614. 

We look forward to seeing you on 24th October. 

Pam Scanlan 
on behalf of the Management Committee. 
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Ladies and gents hair stylists with over 30 years experience 

The salon has a warm and friendly atmosphere 

where clients can relax, so why not pay us a visit? 

We cater for both trendy and traditional styles. 

Open Tuesday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm 

and Saturday 9 am to 1 pm. Late night by appointment. 

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer. 

Members of the hairdressing association. 

Tel: (01404) 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple EX5 2TS 

 

Liberte                  HOLIDAYS                      
 

...Your French connection South of France:  

Long lazy sunny days in a beautiful French villa,  with communal 
pool right on the Mediterranean coast.  

Sleeps up to six and includes patio garden with barbecue. Satellite TV, 
washing machine, bike and roller-blade hire, wind surfing, kite surfing 
and sand sailing, as well as horse riding and go carting and on the edge 
of a nature reserve.  

Situated near all major airports (Flybe, Ryanair, Easyjet) and airport 
collection available. Auto train to Narbonne from Calais; 10 min drive 
from motorway. Prices from £70 p.p./during July and August (price based 
on 6 people sharing). Also countryside B & B available and assistance 
with house searches and relocation available. 

Please visit: www.liberteholidays.com  or phone Janine or Paul on 

00 -33 -468 -44 -12 -08  
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WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 

Tim Wright 
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In July 2004, I moved into the newly converted Paddock Inn with my family. No.7 
has been converted into a lovely 3 bedroomed house and we are very happy 
here.  As a family, we also learn a lot from reading the Whimple News that is 
delivered regularly. 

A short while ago, my mum and I visited the Whimple Heritage Centre and whilst 
chatting to someone there, heard the story of a baby who was left by a lady guest 
whilst visiting the old Inn.  We don't know the full details or dates, but I was 
fascinated by the story and I have written a poem about it. We would be interested 
to find out more - if anyone knows. 

 

A baby was found in the Old Paddock Inn  
Which his mother gave birth but abandoned him  
She left him in a drawer because she chose to ignore  
So this is a story of Tom le Drawer  
 

This poor boy, Tom le Drawer  
Why his mum loved him no more  
He lived in the village near next door  
This sweet little boy, Tom le Drawer  
This poor old soul, not around any more  
But buried in the village graveyard, near next door  
 

And this is the story of Tom le Drawer  

Tom Le Drawer 
By Sam Bridger - aged 20 

Samõs poem relates to the fascinating tale of one of Whimpleõs historical 
characters referred to as Thomas ôleõ Drawer. 

In former times, stage coaches stopped overnight at the local inn on the old 
A30.  The story goes that one night in the late 1700õs, the stage coach stopped 
as usual at the Inn.  The following day, after the stage coach had departed, a 
maid, cleaning out one of the bedrooms in the inn, found a new-born baby in 
the top drawer of a chest of drawers. Hence he was named ôThomas le 
Drawerõ.  He was adopted by a family in Whimple, where he spent the rest of 
his life.  

A Thomas L Drawer actually did exist. He died in 1845 and his grave can be 
found in the churchyard outside Whimple Church.  Records show that he was 
married in 1817 to an Elizabeth Wilmetiton.  They had two children, Mary in 
1818 and Thomas Laurence in 1822.  The childrenõs baptism records show 
that Thomas and Mary lived at a place called ôHittsõ and that Thomas was first 
described as ôServantõ and, by the time the second child was born as ôFarmerõ. 
His son is also buried in Whimple churchyard. Descendants of the man they 
call Thomas le Drawer still live in the area, although they canõt confirm the 
authenticity of his origins! 

If any reader can shed any more light on the story, please let one of the 
Whimple News team know                  Naome Glanville 
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MILESTONE SERVICES  
NATIONAL GARAGE WHIMPLE 

Welcome to your new  

LONDIS express  
 

 

 
-o-  

GROCERIES  

FROZEN AND CHILLED FOODS - FRUIT AND VEGETABLES - WINES BEERS  

SPIRITS- FRESH BAKED BREAD - HOT SNACKS AND DRINKS -  

NEWSPAPERS - MAGAZINES & MUCH MUCH MORE 
LOOK OUT FOR OUR MONTHLY SPECIALS -SELECTED LINES AT 

SUPERMARKET PRICES! (EG. 3 BOTTLES OF WINE FOR £10 ) 

-o- 

JOIN OUR DVD CLUB  

(MEMBERSHIP FREE) RENTALS FROM 99P 
-o- 

PAYPOINT AGENT  

PAY YOUR BILLS - TOP UP YOUR MOBILE - ELECTRICITY KEY 

CHARGING ETC 
-o- 

CASH MACHINE IN STORE 

-o- 
WE ALSO SELL CALOR GAS - COAL - LOGS - CAR CARE PRODUCTS - 

GARDEN STONEWARE & COMPOSTS. 
FUELS AND OILS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

-o- 

LONDIS at Milestone -  Best Value Locally  

 

OPEN UNTIL 9PM  
Telephone (01404) 822005  
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Parish Council News 
 

 

 

Have your say on health in Devon 

Health care and services are hot topics and it seems everybody has a view. 
You canõt pick up a paper or turn on the news without hearing about the 
latest health story and how it could affect those around you ñ MRSA, hospital 
cleanliness, NHS dentists, OP out-of-hours services, patient choice are 
subjects that have all hit the national and local headlines recently. 

By joining a Patient and Public Involvement Forum in Devon, set up by the 
Commission for Patient and Public Involvement in Health, and offering some 
time each month, you will be able to put forward concerns directly to local 
Health Trusts about the healthcare you, your family and the people in your 
local area receive. Your local forum has statutory powers to influence change 
locally and, by law, the Trust will need to respond to the forum within 20 days. 

Itõs not just medical issues where your help is needed. Forums need to take a 
wider look at how the health of local people is affected - rubbish tips, bus 
routes and mobile phone masts for example can all affect the health of you 
and your family. 

We are looking for new forum members across the county. You can join 
independently or represent a particular group in your local area. We ask you 
for around eight to twelve hours a month - many members offer more. Travel 
expenses, child care and carersõ costs are paid. If you want more power to 
influence changes in health locally join your local Patient and Public 
Involvement Forum. 

Telephone: 01392 332100 for further information 
or Email: enquiriessw@cppih.org or visit our 
website at: www.cppih.org or write to: 

Erica Lewis Regional Manager, 

Commission for Patient and Public Involvement in 
Health, 
South West Regional Centre, 
Lynx House, 
Pynes Hill Office Campus, 
Rydon Lane, 
Exeter, Devon EX2 5JL 
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West One 
For Ladies and Gentlemen 

3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill, 
(Nr West Hill Garage) 
Free Parking at rear 

 

We are currently looking for a hair stylist to join our team.  
Part time, Flexible hours.  

 Will include some Saturdays  
For more information please speak to Claire.  

 
Qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, LôOreal Colour 
Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

Opening:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday. 

For an Appointment Please call 01404 814913 or Call in for Free Consultation. 

Hair Design 

01404   814 913 
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Devonshire Night 
 

Firstly Iõd like to thank everyone who came along to the Devonshire Music Night 
in the Farmer on 27 July. A great time was had by all and it was lovely to see 
Daphne and David Rastell there representing the History Society! Also a big thank 
you to members of the Dartmoor Pixie Band and the Pennymoor Singaround for 
making the night go with such a swing. 

For those who donõt know me, my name is James (stage name Jim!) Causley, I 
grew up in Whimple but have been away at uni for the past few years studying 
Traditional Music. Iõm probably best remembered as a member of the 
Whimpletons and for dancing about like a looney on the Beaver carnival floats! 

Anyhow besides the national anthem, (Widecombe Fair) the greatest hit of the 
night was undoubtedly the Whimple Wassail song which I have recorded a 
version of on my new CD ôFruits of the Earthõ. It features mostly traditional West 
Country songs as well as a few other surprises and is available now from the 
Whimple Heritage Centre or direct from Judy Smith on 01404 822 244 priced 
Ã13. 

So no excuses, buy a copy and be word perfect in time for the Wassail next 
January!           Jim Causley 

Whimple Craft Fair 
 

 Victory Hall 
 5th November 2005 (1pm - 4pm) 

 

After the success of last years craft fair, we are holding 
another. 

As well as the fabulous local crafts, there will be a 
raffle and teas, so come and buy your Christmas 
presents and have a relaxing afternoon. 

Proceeds will go in support of Whimple Primary 
School. 

Michelle Moinzadeh PTFA vice chair 
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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
- 

Varied a la Carte Menu changed daily  
alongside traditional ôFarmer Favouritesõ 

- 
Meat & Fish locally supplied  

- 
Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE ! 
 

MONDAY ñ FRIDAY LUNCH 12.00ñ2.00pm 
 

Bookings Advisable - Phone for details 

¶ LIVE JAZZ MUSIC LAST  
 SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
 
¶ JAM SESSIONS LAST  
 THURSDAY OF EVERY MONTH 
 
¶ QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY 

WHATõS ON AT THE THIRSTY FARMER 
 

 Fri 21st October   - Mid Life Crisis  
 Fri 4th November   - Furious George  
 Fri 18th November   - Rooster 
 Sun 27th November  - The Maggie Reeday Trio  
 

Pop in or call us for more details  
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The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple 

 

Consultations by appointment 

We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 

Please call the surgery to arrange this 
 

Surgery times: 

Monday ï Friday: 8.45 ï 9.15am and 4.30-5.30pm 

Saturday:11.00am ï 12.00noon 
 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call 01404 823230 
 

24 hour emergency service. 
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SOFT 

FURNISHINGS 

&  

TRADITIONAL  

UPHOLSTERY 
 

Loose Covers to Recovers 
Cushions to Footstools 
Headboards to Bedding 

CurtainsðBlindsðPelmets 
Swags & Tails 

And much more 

 
Jo Harris 01884 277519  

 

Good Ales, Good Food  
Pop in and say Hello  

 

Tel: 822214  

Talaton Inn 
Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  

 

Trimeasy  

Your Local Interior Decorating 
Service 

Our award winning company has 
the expertise to provide fast 
professional workmanship, including 
stripping existing wallcovering, 
surface preparation and hanging all 
types of paper. Ceilings, Skirting 
Boards and Door painting.  
 

No job too big or small. 
 

Free no obligation estimate. 
 

Contact Alec Janaway to discuss 
your requirements. 

"Mellifera" Church Road 
Whimple, Devon. EX5 2TF  
Tel/Fax:  01404 823019 
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Bonjour to all of you! 

How are you all? 

Once again a report from Saint Laurentéõnot another one I hear you cryéõ 
Yes, it is true; life is never dull here and always lots to report I am afraid. 

In my last bulletin I forgot to report on ôthe event of the year here: õLe Tour 
de Franceõ. It was very exciting. The day before barriers were erected at 
strategic points along the road and at the sprinting point in our village (yes, 
there was a race within the race, which ended in our village if you get my 
drift..). Lines were drawn across the road, where the sprinting point was to 
end; a stand was erected for a road show. And everyone got very excited. 
Visitors started to arrive in the village from other parts of France, as well as 
abroad. I saw Dutch, Germans, Swiss, English, Irish, but I am sure that there 
were many more nationalities. 

Well the race was due to pass through at around 12.30 local time, but right 
from about 9 am there was this carnival atmosphere going on. The 
bandstand was manned with girls with pom poms, who were obviously 
there to warm-up the crowds. Dreadful disco music started to blare out all 
over the village and huge cardboard hands were handed out by sponsors in 
the hope that everyone would wave these around frantically to chants and 
music by Queenõs ôwe will rock youõ (only in France it sounds like: ôvee will 
vee will ruck yoooo, vee will vee will ruck yoooo) oh la la. We smiled and 
started to get ôwarmed upõ and decided to go with the flow. Then an 
announcement came over the tannoy that ôthe caravanõ would soon pass 
throughé? Caravanõ? we thought we were going to see ôLe Tour de 
Franceõé? Non! First of all you get a parade (and a very fast one at that as 
they have to keep ahead of the cyclist of course), which is almost like a 
carnival parade, with huge floats, cars, people on motorbikes and all sorts 
of strange vehicles, which represent all the sponsors of this event. And very 
funny this was too! The sponsors drive past and throw all kinds of gifts to 
the awaiting crowds, like beach bags, umbrellas, t-shirts, head scarves, pens, 
key rings, sun glasses, baseball caps, food/drink samples, you name it, it 
was there. The Dutch family, who stood in front of us, went home laden 
with a huge bag full of goodies. 

Anyway this entire circus went on for 2 hours and then an announcement 
came that the riders were only 15 minutes away. This was confirmed by 
about 6 helicopters that started to circle the surroundings of Saint Laurent 
as well as the arrival of medics on motorbikes, police on motorbikes, press 
photographers on motorbikes, so the excitement started to mount.  

Living in France - update 
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And then.. Suddenly they were there! The first group of fore runners 
about 8 of themé. and then they werenõté! It was all over and gone in 
about 30 seconds flaté. still there were still the main group to come. So 
tensions rose again, and there they cameé!éand went again! All over in a 
flashé It was a bit of an anti climax after all the building up for 2 hours 
prior, by the caravan, road show and not forgetting our own mayor, who 
had set up a stall along the road, promoting Saint Laurent Wine, with 
huge signs saying ôBuvez le vin du Saint Laurentõ, ôGoutez ici!õ, ôArretez 
ici!õ. Not that the riders took a blind bit of notice; but several sponsors 
and of course we, ôthe localsõ, had to ôstopõ several times to goute le viné
well, that is what the sign said, so being good citizens we duly obliged. It 
certainly lifted the spirits (get the pun) of everyone and everyone got very 
merry. So that was ôle Tour de Franceõ. 

We now have some strange things to report about our petsé We have a 
ôsurfingõ frog! Philippe the frog has taken to surfing across the pond! To 
our utter amazement did we see him mount a leaf from an oleander tree, 
which had blown in the pond, the other day. He slid across the water 
with it half laying on it, pedalling with one leg, and then moving in on his 
prey, a large water fly. You had to see it to believe it!! Incroyable!!  

The following day got even more exciting! I happened to come out in the 
back garden and glanced across our pool. And looked and looked 
againé Was I seeing things? Non! I did see it right, there he was our Silky 
cockerel floating like dead in our pool, and I quickly fished him out with a 
net. Not much signs of breathing in fact he looked very dead, so I gently, 
started to massage his crop, he opened his mouth and a huge gulp of 
water came out. He then started to gasp for air and tried to breathe 
again. We then had a very wet cockerel that was fighting for survival and 
in shock, shaking uncontrollably.  

So first aid was appliedéI laid him in the recovery position,éas far as that 
is possible with a cockerel, and towel dried him a little. He still didnõt look 
then like he wanted to live anymoreé so I then started to blow dry him, 
he liked that and started to perk up a bit. So after that we decided to just 
leave him to recover from the shock and placed him in his chicken 
house. Well he made a speedy recovery as the next day at 6.30am on 
the dot he crowed his usual 52 crowséLife is never dull here! 

Janine Peryer 

  

Living in France - update 

^ 

^ 
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DC DECKING & JOINERY  
 

Quality Carpentry Services 

BESPOKE HAND CRAFTED GATES   Many years experience, 
 

¶ FREE ESTIMATES     Fully Qualified 
 

¶ MANY REDWOOD DESIGNS   large Portfolio 
 

¶ SUPPLY & INSTALLATION 
 

¶ TOTAL SECURITY 
 

               QUALITY DECKING SERVICES  
  

¶ FREE DESIGN & PLANNING 
 

¶ QUALIFIED INSTALLERS 
 

¶ TREATED MATERIALS 
 
CARPENTRY  

 
¶ FREE ESTIMATES     
 
¶ KITCHENS & BEDROOMS    

 
¶ BUILT IN WARDROBES 

 
¶ UPVC INSTALLATIONS 

 
 

                        JOINERY  
 

¶ HAND MADE GARDEN FURNITURE 
 

¶ ANYTHING THAT NEEDS TO BE 
MADE OR  REPAIRED 

 

For a friendly, efficient & professional service please contact our team  

Telephone : 01404 822126      Mobile: 07980 889968     Email:dcdecking@aol.com 
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For a friendly, efficient & professional service please contact our team  

Telephone : 01404 822126      Mobile: 07980 889968     Email:dcdecking@aol.com 
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A Dogõs Eye View 

 

I was feeling particularly excited at the prospect of meeting up with a few of 
the local canines and just loving the fuss being made of me when without 
further-a-do I was manhandled into a cage?  This, I didnõt like one bit and was 
the last thing I was expecting, all I could do was watch despondently as my 
human walked away.  I wanted to cry, hoping sheõd change her mind, turn and 
come back for me. She didnõt look back once - her head disappeared into the 
crowd amongst the others, no chance there then.  No matter (I thought) Iõll 
soon sniff her out once Iõm free!  The commotion emanating from the other 
stalls led me to believe that something very exciting or even frightening was 
about to happen. A satisfying mix of odours just started to reach my nostrils 
when something ran past me.  It was too enticing but I just couldnõt get near 
enough to whiff if it was male or female.  I followed closely, giving the matter 
my full attention when I heard the unmistakable voice of my mistress.  I veered 
off the track to her which caused great amusement all round. The others just 
steamed ahead being cheered on, I just didnõt understand why? 

It happened again ð no matter how hard I resisted with all four paws on the 
corner of the cage, those guys knew their stuff and had me in there in a trice.  
The front went up and I just followed that attractive bottom again.  I finished up 
at the hay bales with everyone else, eager to know him/ her better but was 
caught and dragged off too quickly (must try harder next time).   

My human had decided to retire me at this point  (no winnings were 
exchanging hands) when the ôMaster of Ceremoniesõ started calling for more 
participants for the very last race.  Words like ôwill the big, white, woolly one be 
joining us this time?õ encouraged her to give me another go.  She placed Ã1 
and my entry was recorded again and the ribbon tied about my neck.  My mini-
human playmate dragged me to the start.  Picked up on all fours and put in 
again, this time I knew what was expected of me.  I could see my mistress way 
off into the distance and hear her calling my name.  I focused on her and her 
alone, this time absolutely NO DISTRACTIONS would get in the way.  
WHOOSH!!  There I was, running like a bat out of hell - nothing, but nothing 
was going to distract me this time.  Hearing the cheers I ran into the arms of 
ôshe who must be obeyedõ.  The announcement went out that the ôbig, white 
woolly oneõ had won.  I knew she was pleased with me! 

I was rewarded on the way home with some intensive pub training at The New 
Fountain Inn.  Going to bed in a very happy state I relived my win over and 
over again.  What a fun event and long may it continue Iõm sure you will see 
me again next year. 

Rupert 

(Guest Correspondent) 

P.S. Many thanks to the East Devon Young Farmers for organising the Dog 
Racing Event on 12th August 2005.    
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That was the verdict of the press, which was accompanied by a pretty picture. 
It was so true; it just shows that the injection of new blood in the Whimple 
Village Produce Association is vital to the life of the village. Whilst many other 
village shows have diminished in size, our 52nd consecutive show was a 
record breaker. Well done all whose faith and patience brought such 
wonderful results. Shows do not just happen overnight, it is through weeks 
and months of planning and preparation, faith, patience and enthusiasm that 
such high standards are achieved. Our WVPA has always been a lively club 
and it is so gratifying to know that it is going from strength to strength. This 
year I went round the exhibits three times, I have never seen such green and 
straight beans, rounded onions impeccably displayed and those red, long, 
plump carrots ð it made your mouth water! Gerald Radford, in particular, 
grew such splendid produce in his cottage garden. I remember how his late 
wife Betty grew such lovely flowers. I bought a forsythia cutting from her and 
it has become a show stopper in my garden and reminds me of her. The 
flowers were of a very high standard too: - gladioli, roses, dahlias and I 
marvelled at the exotic plants grown from seed in January by Doreen Staddon 
ð amazing!  The flower arrangements were fewer this year but the 
interpretation of Thunder and Lightening was most dramatic and the one by 
Barbara Lambert was chosen overwhelmingly by the public. However, it was 
when I went through to the billiard room that I was delighted to see how 
many children had taken part and most exhibits were so very original, it must 
have taken weeks of patience and faith to get there. We always have many 
entries for cakes, preserves and also crafts, sewing, embroidery, and 
woodcarving. Last but not least, in the committee room, the exhibition of 
photographs was outstanding.  Congratulations to everyone. 

 

 

 

The sower went forth sowing 
The seed in secret slept 
Through weeks of faith and patience 
Till out the green blade crept 
And warmed by golden sunshine 
And fed by silver rain  
At last the fields were whitened 
To harvest once again 

 

Show Stopper! 
Edith-Louise Grout 
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 
Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 
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 Trafalgar Dispatch Thursday 18th August 

 

There was a lot of publicity in the media regarding the recreation of the 
historic journey of the dispatches carrying the news of the Trafalgar victory 
200 years ago.   

Looking up the definition of ôrecreationõ in the thesaurus I came across ôto 
duplicate or replicate.õ 

The press release stated õan actor playing the part of Lieutenant Lapenotiere 
will ride in a replica post-chaise, sometime with out-riders and other 
carriages, on a 5 day journey through Devon later this month, on the old 
main road to the Admiralty in London.õ  

As Lieutenant Lapenotiere, according to the itinerary, would be passing 
Whimple on the old A30 late morning on the Thursday I was sent with my 
journalists hat on and my camera to record the event for the Whimple News.  

Bob Roberts had done a great job decorating the bus shelter with union 
jacks and had written a blackboard welcoming the officer to Whimple. A 
small but enthusiastic band of villagers had gathered in the sunshine with 
their flags to witness this historic event.  News filtered through that the 
dispatches were running late, this didnõt matter, we were all willing to wait so 
as not to miss this one off spectacle.  

Suddenly we were told they were almost here, we listened for the sound of 
horses but there were none. Instead we were treated to the sight of the post-
chaise driving past on a trailer being towed by a 4x4 and no sign of 
Lieutenant Lapenotiere. What a disappointment!! I really felt cheated and I 
was not the only one who felt 
this after all the publicity hype. 
A following car stopped and a 
naval officer gave out some 
replica dispatches to the 
children present, he advised 
that Lieutenant Lapenotiere 
would be riding in the post 
chaise up Honiton High Street if 
anyone wanted to go and see 
this.  

I am sure I cannot be the only 
person who thinks taking the 
post chaise on a trailer between 
towns is not a recreation of the 
historic journey. 

Nicky Hitchcock 
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher 
Slewton 
Whimple 

Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 
RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

Tel: 07749 715187  
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Miracle Manicures  

 

 
 

beauty for  
the hands and feet  

competitive rates  

Abby Porter  

01404 823875 

 

Tom Vanneck  
 

Furniture Restorer  

&  

French Polisher  
 

Modern & antique 

commissions undertaken.  

 

Tel. 01392 860502  

Mob. 07812810846  

 

   

 

Paul Seager  

BS(Hons) BCEng MRICS MiFireE 

Architectural Services,  

Plans and Designs 

Ò  Plans & Specifications 

Ò  Building Regulations & 

Ò  Planning Applications 

Telephone 01395: 232501 

 

Heritage Taxis  

 

At your service  

01404 81 55 44  

07891 72 55 36  

Proprietor: Gavin France  
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Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted  

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following  
 

Records. CDôs, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music  

All types of  music, large or small collections 
 
Rock - Pop - 50ôs - 60ôs - 70ôs - Punk - 80ôs 
 

John W Griffiths 
Phone: 01404 823480 
Mobile: 07836 369740 
Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

The Thirsty Farmer  Whimple  
 

JAM NIGHT 
 

LAST Thursday EVERY MONTH  

Starts 8.45pm  
 

Bring  Your Instruments  

We want to hear U play!  
 

For further information  contact  

MAURICE STAPLEY -Mobile:  07863 289937  

debussypro@yahoo.co.uk  

Or  The Thirsty Farmer   teL:  01404 822287  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

 
Feet First  
Reflexology  

Joanne M Hicks MIFR  
Registered Practitioner  

Trowdon, Whimple  

01404 822884  0777 5828677  

jomhicks@aol.com  
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WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT 

VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 

Another year, another Show and it was definitely another splendid Show. Fortunately the 
weather held out until the Saturday morning so not too many exhibits in the vegetable and 
flower sections were spoilt, and despite the poor weather on the day it was a very 
successful day all round. It was certainly strange not having Henry Stephen there to hear 
his colourful remarks on the exhibits in Section 1, but I am sure he would have been very 
impressed with this yearõs exhibits. As with last year, it was good to see so many new 
exhibitors and hopefully this trend will continue. A complete list of Cup Winners is 
included with this report. We had 101 exhibitors this year, the first time ever we had over 
one hundred, and 859 exhibits, which was just under our record number for exhibits.  

Although there were not quite as many entries in the Childrenõs Classes this year, the 
quality and imagination of the exhibits was at the usual high standard. In fact one exhibit 
was so good the judge awarded a Certificate of Merit, so well done Conoe Keigheny for 
your Sculpture from Scrap material. Winners in these classes were Tommy Tooze who 
won the Cygnets Cup; Chloe Betts who won the Basildon Award; Anna Bowker who won 
The Fletcher Cup and Jenny Bowker who won The Childrenõs Challenge Cup. The 
photography section was again keenly contested with some outstanding pictures and Gilly 
Curtis took the trophy in this section. In the Arts and Crafts Classes, for the second year 
running Shirley Williams took both trophies in this section demonstrating her skills with 
some fine exhibits. 

Although there werenõt as many exhibits as previous years, the flower arranging had the 
usual outstanding exhibits and added its own special contribution to the Show. The 
trophies in this section were won by Emma Palmer, Ann Bowden and Barbara Lambert 
won the trophy for the best exhibit in the Show as voted by all who visited the Show. In 
the Beer and Wine Classes, the winner of The Cranny Brook Cup was Lewis Banfield. 
However, special mention must go to our former Chairman, Andy Bratt, who was awarded 
a Certificate of Merit for his Sloe Gin. As usual the Homecraft section was full of mouth 
watering exhibits and congratulations to Margaret Burrough for her skills in winning the 
trophy in this section. 

The Pot Plant Section was won by Michael Mallet and this does seem to be a section 
where exhibits are on the increase. And finally, but by no means least, the flowers and 
vegetable classes which had some excellent entries, particularly the runner beans where 
there were 18 exhibits to be judged! It was so good to see so many exhibits in these 
classes and as mentioned earlier, it certainly gave the judges a hard task, particular with the 
flowers. This was again a very keenly contested section but once again the overall winner 
was Gerald Radford, who won The Whimple Folk Cup. Runner up in this class was Paul 
Wilson who won the Win and Bob Shepherd Cup and also The Slewton Cup. The 
presidents Cup was won by Joan Ward. 

Now I took a lot of stick for getting this wrong last year so I have double checked this time! 
We were very grateful to Joan Ward for giving out the prizes and our thanks to her for 
doing that. 

Following the very successful open garden day in July when Lilian Braund very kindly 
allowed us to trample all over her magnificent garden, we were able to make another 
donation to the Friends of Ottery Hospital. During the prizegiving a cheque was presented 
to Myrtle Dockings and as result of the tremendous support we received from this event.  
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The Committee would like to express their thanks to everyone who helped us set up the 
Hall for the Show and put everything away again, it is very much appreciated. Hopefully 
all those of you who exhibited for the first time enjoyed the experience and will do so 
again next year. And while talking of next year, the Show will be on Saturday 12th 
August 2006, so start your planning now!! 

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary. 



32 

 
 

HANK WANGFORD  
APPEARING AT WHIMPLE VILLAGE HALL! 

 

The legendary, hilarious and musically talented Hank Wangford will be 
performing just two more gigs for Villages in Action this autumn and 
one of them will be at Whimple Village Hall on Sunday 4th December 
at 7.30pm.   

Hank, with just his singing and song-writing ôpardnerõ Reg Meuross for 
company, has been touring the rural highways and byways of Britain.  
They are not travelling in their usual large tour bus but driving their 
own car and carrying their own guitars.  Leaving the rest of the band, 
The Lost Cowboys, to languish on honky-tonkõs hard shoulder, Hank 
and Reg have taken off into the blue to bring some wonderful off-the-
wall comedy and fantastic music to rural venues across the whole of 
the United Kingdom.   

Hank and Reg have sought out some of the 
Westcountryõs finest mini-stadia to share their 
thoughts. With songs such as ôIõve forgotten what it 
is that I was drinking to forgetõ and ôHe forgot to 
tell you he was a married man,õ their humour is 
unsurpassed as they explore the dark heart of 
country music.  ò There are no strangersó, says 
Hank, òonly friends we donõt recogniseó.  Book 
early to avoid disappointment, they may not 
ride this way again.  There will be a bar and 
refreshments at this event. 

Tickets Ã6 (Ã4.50 concession) are available from Whimple Post Office 
or from Louise Barchard, telephone 01404 822008    

This event has been organised by Villages in Action.  If anyone would 
like to find out more  they should contact Roger Werner at: 
Villages in Action, Lords Meadow Leisure Centre, Commercial Road, 
Crediton, Devon, EX17 1ER.  
Tel: 01363 773660 e-mail roger@villagesinaction.co.uk. 
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For 
          

Independent Advice  
 

  on       Pensions  
 

                        Mortgages 
 

   Investments 
 

    Life Assurance 
 

     Inheritance Tax Planning 
 

 

                                                   Tel  :  01404 822587 
 

                                                    For free initial consultation                                                  

Simon Turner 
 

Independent Financial Consultants 
 

Penraddon 

     Hand & Pen 

     Whimple 
           EX5 2PX 
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Whimple Post Office News 
 

Did you know most Household bills including Gas, Electric, Water, Council Tax, 
and BT Bills can be paid here at your Post Office. 

Just make your Cheques payable to óPost Office LTD ó and save your self the cost 
of a stamp. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Itôs never too early to start thinking about posting in time for Christmas overseas. 
The last posting dates have now been published; here are the ones for October and 

November. 

 

 

International Surface Mail  
 

Monday 3rd October 

South and Central America, Caribbean, Africa (except South Africa), 
Asia, New Zealand and Australia. 

Friday 14th October 

Far East, (except Hong Kong, and Singapore) and Middle East. 

Friday 28th October 

Hong Kong, Singapore, South Africa, Canada and USA. 

Friday 25th November 

Eastern Europe, Greece, Cyprus, Turkey, Malta, and Iceland. 

 
 

More dates later. 
 

We have recently ordered some lovely Christmas Cards with óGreetings from 
Whimpleô and hopefully they will be in soon ready for sending overseas. 

Thanking you all for your continuing Support. 

 

Jim & Alison  
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OAKS & PARTNERS 
Auctioneers & Valuers  

 
invite entries for their regular sales of antique & later furniture, porcelain, silver and plate, 

jewellery, metalware, paintings & prints and items of general interest at 

The Old Tannery, Exeter Road,  Cullompton 
[We're easy to find on the Honiton side of Junction 28 of the M5] 

 

The saleroom is open for receipt of items for sale 
Monday to Friday between 9.00 am and 4.00 pm 

Bring items along for valuation on a Friday morning 
 

We will be pleased to call to your home 
to discuss valuations without obligation or collect items for sale 

Individual items to full house clearances 
 

Tel 01884 35848 for further details or 01404 - 814540 / 812356 after hours 
We will attend Sandfords, Whimple (by kind permission of Mrs Pratt) from 10.30 to 11.30am 

on the first Wednesday of each month to discuss valuations or collection of items for sale 
 

Sale catalogue can be seen on http://www.invaluable.com                  e-mail address roger.shenton@btclick.com 

 
 

EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE  

For Sale -  pre -owned caravans  

also caravans sold on owners behalf.  

Caravans always bought and sold.  

01404 822116  

or  

07985399  

London Road, Whimple  

 


