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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 
ñññ 

 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
 

    

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 
SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  
EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

MUSIC DATES 
 

   Live Music  

Fri 22nd February        - Indigo Charlie  
Good Fri 21st March   - Plan B 
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      WHATõS ON IN WHIMPLE 
 

February 
 

  5th Over 60õs Tea Party and Slide Show 
  5th VPA Talk and Demonstration, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
12th Over 60õs Bingo and Committee Meeting  
14th Valentines Candlelit Dinner, Victory Hall 
15th Meat Bingo, Cricket Club 
16th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12 noon-1.30pm 
17th Sarah Pepper, Country Cottage Crafts, Victory Hall, 7.00-9.00pm 
21st Panto, The X, The Bad and the Ugly, Victory Hall, 6.30pm 
22nd Panto, The X, The Bad and the Ugly, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
23rd Panto, The X, The Bad and the Ugly, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
24th Sarah Pepper, Country Cottage Crafts, Victory Hall, 7.00-9.00pm 
25th Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00pm 
26th Over 60õs Mr A Purchase ð Singer Entertainment 
29th History Society Talk, Mary King, Victory Hall 
 

March 
 

  1st Sarah Pepper, Country Cottage Crafts, Victory Hall, 2.00-4.30pm 
  1st Wasters of Whimple Collection, Village Car Park, 10.00-11.00am 
  4th Over 60õs Whist/Scrabble/Dominoes etc 
  5th Heritage Centre Open 
  5th Tennis Club AGM, 7.30pm 
  7th History Society AGM & talk by Tom Coleman, Victory Hall, 
  9th Sarah Pepper, Country Cottage Crafts, Victory Hall, 2.00-9.00pm 
11th Over 60õs Speaker, Miss P Cook ð Up the Garden Path 
14th Meat Bingo, Cricket Club 
15th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12 noon-1.30pm 
16th The Crucifixion, Whimple Church, 6.30pm 
18th Wasters of Whimple Meeting  
18th Over 60õs Quiz 
21st The Last Hour Service, Whimple Church, 2.00pm 
23rd Easter Day Family Communion, Whimple Church, 11.00am 
31st Parish Council Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00pm 
 

April 
 

  8th Over 60õs Speaker with Slides,ð Gardens and Flora of New Zealand 
15th Over 60õs Bingo and Committee Meeting 
22nd Over 60õs Coach Trip to Wells and Glastonbury 
28th Parish Council, Annual Parish Meeting, Victory Hall, 7.00pm 
29th Over 60õs Whist/Scrabble/Dominoes etc 
 

May 
 

  6th  Over 60õs AGM 
19th Parish Council AGM Re-election of Members, Victory Hall, 7.00pm 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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Ed the Ed 
Welcome to the first Whimple News of 2008. Looking through all the articles that we 
have put into this edition, the News team can feel very pleased and proud with the 
variety and quality of the content- we hope you agree.  We have reports of the Xmas 
Eve Carols, where the Wild Woman of Whimple Wailing , that Julia Green, did a 
wonderful job with both the children and adults on a dry night! Well done to all 
involved.  

The gathering in The Square on New Yearõs Eve (Or Old Yearõs Night in some quarters) 
was well attended, and thanks to Jan and John Discombe for doing the mulled wine. 
The one disappointing thing on that night was that the church could not be illuminated 
because of vandalism to the church lights. The police have been informed, and if you 
have any information, please contact PC Jim Tyrell.  

We had a first success for Wasters of Whimple, and thanks to Jenny and Alison. Another 
success, concerning the Vision for Whimple, is announced on page 17, with Sarah 
Pepper of Country Cottage Crafts offering evening and afternoon courses at the Victory 
Hall.  Please support this as it provides a direct link from the Vision work, and the 
requests for more educational activity in the village ð if it is a success, the sky is the limit, 
and the world is your lobster!  

The Wassail went very well (in my world!) and Jim Causley provided such much-needed 
musical support. By the way, he now has a second CD out, which in my humble 
opinion, is highly recommended! He has taken some space in this edition to share some 
very exciting plans about English Country Music in Whimple later this yearé.no, it is not 
the yee-hah style. 

Later in this edition, we have a lovely article from two newcomers to the village, Frankie 
and Brian Wilson (what is an ex Beach Boy doing in Whimple?), and we can be 
justifiably proud of the community spirit we have in this village.  

For those of you that saw the Express and Echo article on Whimple on January 3rd, I 
would like to apologise for the photo of me leaning on the milk churn. I understand 
some children are still having nightmares. It was good to see that Jim and Alison at the 
PO had a well-deserved mention, and all our fingers are crossed for them at the end of 
February when the PO fate in Whimple will be decided. Good luck. 

The panto season is now well and truly on us, and at the time of writing a small posse/
pussy (see this yearõs Whimple panto to get that one!) is heading into Talaton to see 
what they can offer. Our tickets are now on sale at the Village Shop ð thanks Graham ð 
so get them before they go on E-bay. We are also planning a Murder Mystery at the 
Victory Hall on 16th Mayéwatch for this magazine and normal posters.  

Thanks as ever, to our valiant team of distributors, especially at this time of year when 
delivering is not a warm and T-shirted experience! I was disappointed to only have one 
keen volunteer for the vacant Chard Avenue round, but grateful thanks for that , Linda. 
Provided that we can find such volunteers, the magazine will continue to be put 
through your letter boxes. Please think how you can help if/when we have any future 
vacancies.  

Hopefully this edition will give you lots of food for thought ð if you would like to 
contribute, we would love to hear from you, either via Jim and Alison at the PO, or 
direct to Bob ôHead Pinõ Scanlan on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk., by Tuesday 18th 
March.                                        Ed H 
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  

 

Liberte  holidays                     
 

...Your French connection South of France:  

Long lazy sunny days in a beautiful French villa,  with communal 
pool right on the Mediterranean coast.  

Sleeps up to six and includes patio garden with barbecue. Satellite TV, 
washing machine, bike and roller-blade hire, wind surfing, kite surfing 
and sand sailing, as well as horse riding and go carting and on the edge 
of a nature reserve.  

Situated near all major airports (Flybe, Ryanair, Easyjet) and airport 
collection available. Auto train to Narbonne from Calais; 10 min drive 
from motorway. Prices from £70 p.p./during July and August (price based 
on 6 people sharing). Also countryside B & B available and assistance 
with house searches and relocation available. 

Please visit: www.liberteholidays.com  or phone Janine or Paul on 

00 -33 -468 -44 -12 -08  
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Whimple Post Office News 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

We would like to thank all of you who supported the Post Office during the 
Christmas period. 

It wonõt be long now before our fate is decided ð by the end of February we 
should hear if we are to be part of the closure program. 

We would certainly hope to still be with you next Christmas ð lets all cross our 
fingers. 

On an optimistic note the Post office will be launching a ôChristmas Clubõ soon, 
details are still in the pipeline but it sounds as though it might be a good way of 
saving for this Christmas, if you may be interested in finding out more do please 

ask us for a leaflet  

Pet insurance is also launched this month ð just for cats and dogs. I speak from 
experience when I say that vet bills can be very expensive, so itõs certainly 
worth considering. I would like to thank all of you who have enquired after 
Mollyõs health after her recent bout of fits, sheõs doing well at the moment, just 

got to keep taking the tablets ð one valium for her, one for Jim, one for 
meéééé. 

We have a few second hand paperback books for sale at the moment ð all 
money will go to a charity ð there is quite a cross selection of different genres, 
hopefully to suit most tastes, do pop in to have a look and if you have some 

that you would like to donate then they would be most welcome. 

To remind you of a few dates 

Valentines  - Feb 14th 
Mothers Day - March 2nd 
Easter    - March 23rd 

We will as usual be selling cards to celebrate all the above occasions  
ð our prices are reasonable and the choice huge.  

 

Thanking you all for your continuing Support. 

Jim & Alison 

Remember your Post Office is not just for Christmas. 
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FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

 

I thought I knew the answers when I was seventeen 
And simply could not wait to grace the intellectual scene 

I thought I knew the answers when I was twenty-one 
And found that all the question marks had only just begun 

I thought I knew the answers when I was thirty-three 
Yet soon uncovered fate had played some funny tricks on me 

And now I am eighty-nine I think it is fairly safe to say 
Experience can help, but still I am learning every day! 

 

Whatever the weather or time of year, there will always be some phenomenon of 
nature to pause beside, admire and learn from and tuck into oneõs memory.  One 
might imagine there could be little enjoyment going into the garden on a chilly 
February day thinking that gardens can be dank and dismal in winter.  Over the 
years I have discovered plenty of winter flowering shrubs and bulbs.  In our county 
of Devon with its mild climate, there is no excuse for having a dull garden from 
November to March.  Not only doeõs it give me great pleasure, but it also attracts 
birds and bees.   

I try to concentrate on plants that will flower early and provide nectars at a time 
when there is little else available, muscaris are an excellent little nectar provider 
with the extra bonus that they multiply easily!  There is no need during those dark 
months when colour would be most appreciated to look out on a raked soil with 
serried lines of wallflowers and leafless twigs of roses.  Often, at breakfast time 
when the sun comes pouring in the through My Window in the Square I am lured 
outside.  Not only does everything look far less gloomy than yesterday but there is 
an unmistakeable sense that maybe spring is just around the corner.  I like the mild 
winter days when the wind comes from the south-west.  I discover different tints of 
the lichens on the trees, my dogwood birch and willow have a special appeal 
when their wet twigs are lit up by the sun. 
 

Gardener if you listen well 
Plant for your winter pleasure 
When the months dishearten 

Plant to find a fragile note 
Touched by the brittle violin of frost 

 

Whenever I venture into my garden, I always come back with a little posy of 
various flowers.  To see the first snowdrop or ôpiercer of snowõ, also known as Fair 
Maids of February is pure magic.  The name refers to an old country custom 
connected with the Feast of Purification of the Virgin Mary celebrated 2nd 
February also known as Candle mass.  Village maidens would gather bunches of 
snowdrops and wear them as symbols of purity.  The botanical name ð galanthus 
nivalis derives from two Greek words meaning milk and flower. 
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I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats over vales and hills 

When all at once I saw a crowd 
A host of golden daffodils 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze 

 

The poet Wordsworth like many other seems to have been inspired by the 
enchanting beauty of golden daffodils.  I remember as a child how I would look 
forward to discovering the delight of a meadow full of wild daffodils and later the 
highly scented narcissi Pheasantõs Eye.  I am very lucky to have a photographic 
memory and of mine was a painterõs hand I would have taken great pleasure in 
sketching that unforgettable scene of such great and sunny beauty.  Even now in 
my riper years it amazes me that I get the same feeling of wonder and discovery 
when I go into the garden.  It is almost a childlike pleasure which lights up my 
face bringing a smile to my lips.   

No chapter of winter flowering shrubs would be complete without mention of 
three of great favourites; the Mahonia Japonica being one of the most impressive 
foliage plants, it likes to be sheltered from the wind and strong sun.  It is always 
well clothed in elegantly designed leaves of a great variety of tints from pale 
green to brilliant copper red.  Deliciously scented, each flower blooms like a 
primrose bell of many petals opening widely in clement weather.  It is a shrub of 
rare constant beauty and in winter the scent of Lily of the Valley wafts through 
the air and once picked - perfumes a room.  I have great difficulty in choosing 
between Mahonia and Garrya Elliptica, but in the end the scent of the former 
weighs the scales heavily as does its rich leaves.  The Garrya has a well filled 
growth with leaves that are almost a sombre but shiny dark rich green.  The 
beauty of the staminate flowers closely worked into green strings.   

In February/March they elongate and every flower becomes a cream and green 
tassel the ôwholeõ a miracle of loveliness, a quiet harmony of contrasting colour.  
In my opinion, the third best shrub in the winter garden is the Camellia which has 
flowers of great magnificence.  I have visited so many gardens in Cornwall over 
the years and never tired of seeing their display.  I remember well when we came 
to view Gipsy Hill on a sunny, wintry day in mid January and finding a 
conservatory full of camellias in bloom.  That and the superb position and 
romantic name tipped the balance and encouraged us to make an offer which 
we never regretted.  It was so delightful to be able to offer corsages to the ladies 
who came for lunch or dinner. 

Donõt till you have a garden 
To grow lifeõs favourite flowers 

True friendship blossoms not in soil 
But happy well spent hours   
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West One 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  

3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage)          Free Parking  
 

Ladies cuts  from £8.00 

Menôs  cuts  from £6.50 

Children  from £5.00 

  

Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

Opening:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday. 

For an Appointment Please call 01404 814913 or Call in for Free Consultation.  

 

Hair Design 

01404   814 913 
 

 

The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple  
 

Consultations by appointment. at various times throughout the day 
We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, 
please call the surgery on 01404 823230. 

Now open all day!!!!!!!!!  

Opening Hours: Monday and Wednesday: 8.45am - 7.00pm  

Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 8.45am - 5.45pm 

Saturday: 10.30am - 12.00noon 

24 hour emergency service 01404 823230 

Vale VetsðThe Vets Your Pet Would Choose 
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Tom Vanneck  
 

Furniture Restorer  

&  

French Polisher  
 

Modern & antique 

commissions undertaken.  

 

Tel. 01392 860502  

Mob. 07812810846  

 

Heritage 

Taxis  

 

At your service  

01404 81 55 44  

 

 
 
  

 
Enjoy a Healthier Lifestyle 

 

 Discover the benefits of Aloe Vera  
from the worldõs largest and  

best grower of Aloe Vera Plants 
 

 Health, Nutrition,  
Skincare, Weight loss  

 

 60-day money back guarantee 
 

 Call 01404 822315 for your free 
product trial  

Sally Baker 
Independent Distributor  

Forever Living Products 
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  THE PENSION DRAWDOWN COMPANY 

 
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 

 
 

FOR UNBIASED, QUALITY FINANCIAL ADVICE BASED ON YOUR  
CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO YOUR NEEDS 

INCLUDING 
 

SAVINGS        INVESTMENTS PENSION PROVISION 
 RETIREMENT OPTIONS   inc ANNUITIES 

LIFE AND CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER     INCOME PROTECTION 
 

Contact:  Bob Diamond at Waterlake Meadow, Church Road, Whimple 
On 01404 822865 or Email r.diamond1@ntlworld.com 

For a free initial consultation 
 

Appointed Representative of The Burns-Anderson Independent Network PLC,  
which is Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority  
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John Hooper 
 

The was with sadness that many people in Whimple heard of the 
sudden death of John Hooper on Boxing Day. John was born and 
brought up on Dartmoor, attending Postbridge and Princetown 
schools. It was a hard life in rugged country and it helped to form 
Johnõs strong character.  He was a passionate countryman, and a 
very good horseman. Later in life he was considered one of the 
very best in the country at preparing cattle for show and sales, 
having at one time prepared the champion at the Royal show. 

He joined the Fleet Air Arm in 1941 and, because of his ability, was 
trained in the science of radar.  At one time he was sent across 
America by train, stopping at many places to train Americans in the 
use of radar. 

After a varied and interesting life, of which the above is only a 
miniscule snapshot, John retired to Whimple nine years ago, since 
when he joined in various village activities.  When he had his dog 
Lizzie, he was to be seen taking her for a walk with a plastic bag in 
hand in which he collected the litter that other people had 
dropped.   

He was a fantastic gardener having won bronze, silver and finally 
the gold award for the best gardener in his category in East Devon.  
He was very fit having picked up cider apples until he was 80.  
Since his death I have been told of many kindnesses he did for 
other people, for example regularly cooking them a meal. 

After the service many relations and friends returned to the Cricket 
Club, which was very appropriate as John had spent many a happy 
evening there playing bingo, which he loved. 

His ashes are to be scattered at at Stannor Tor, overlooking the 
farm where he grew up and on his beloved Dartmoor, after a 
special meet of the Mid Devon foxhounds at Postbridge on 
Saturday 2nd February 2008 at 11.00am, when the huntsman will 
blow òGone Awayó. 

Margaret Burrough 
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WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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Sarah Pepper of 
Country Cottage Crafts 

Evening/Afternoon 
Courses At Whimple  
Village Hall 
 

Sun 17th February from 7 ôtil 9pm, 
Sun 24th February from 7 ôtil 9pm, 
Sat 1st March from 2 ôtil 4.30pm 
and Sun 9th March from 2 ôtil 9pm 
( 2 sessions) 
 
Itõs with great thanks to ROLI 

(Rural Outreach Learning Initiative) and their generous grant that Whimple 
Village Hall are starting to offer these evening courses and afternoon 
courses. Weõll be getting ready for Spring by making willow tripods and 
hurdles, contemporary flower arrangements, Easter decorations, 
pampering gifts (fizzy bath bombs, bubble baths etc), fresh flower table 
sprays, stylish cards and simple jewellery. 

Weõll tackle a different project each session, and provide you with a 
materials list for each session. There is no charge for the class teaching fee 
but youõll need to bring along your materials, or buy them on the night.  

You can book to come to all or just some of the courses - you choose. 

For further information and a list of projects and materials please contact 
Sarah Pepper on Tel: (01392) 460032 Mobile: 07774 685518 
E-mail: flowers@sarahpepper.co.uk 

To book please contact Ali Tierney on 01404 822724 

Whimple Victory Hall  
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DC DECKING & JOINERY  
 

Quality Carpentry Services 

BESPOKE HAND CRAFTED GATES   Many years experience, 
 

¶ FREE ESTIMATES     Fully Qualified 
 

¶ MANY REDWOOD DESIGNS   Large Portfolio 
 

¶ SUPPLY & INSTALLATION 
 

¶ TOTAL SECURITY 
 

               QUALITY DECKING SERVICES  
  

¶ FREE DESIGN & PLANNING 
 

¶ QUALIFIED INSTALLERS 
 

¶ TREATED MATERIALS 

 
CARPENTRY  

 
¶ FREE ESTIMATES     
 
¶ KITCHENS & BEDROOMS    

 
¶ BUILT IN WARDROBES 

 
¶ UPVC INSTALLATIONS 

                        JOINERY  
 

¶ HAND MADE GARDEN FURNITURE 
 

¶ ANYTHING THAT NEEDS TO BE 
MADE OR  REPAIRED 

 

      For a friendly, efficient & professional service please contact our team  

       Telephone : 01404 822126      Mobile: 07980 889968     Email:dcdecking@aol.com 
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Devon Countryside Access Forum 

 

Set up as a statutory forum under the Countryside 
and Rights of Way Act 2000, the Devon 
Countryside Access Forum is currently recruiting 
new members. Its role is to provide independent 
advice on issues associated with improving access 
to land for recreation and enjoyment. It has a 
specific responsibility to advise Devon County 
Council, district and parish councils, the Secretaries 
of State for any Government Department, Natural 
England, the Forestry Commission, English Heritage, 
Sport England and Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty Conservation Boards. 

Membership of the Forum provides an interesting 
and exciting opportunity to get involved in advising 
on policies affecting access. Over the past year the 
Forum has advised on such issues as coastal access, 
discovering lost ways, disability access on specific 
paths and water access. 

The Forum is supported by Devon County Council 
which selects its members. It has fifteen members 
who represent a balance between land managers 
and those with access interests (such as walkers, 
cyclists, horse riders and canoeists). Members have 
many other areas of expertise, for example law and 
disability issues, and two members are also 
councillors. The aim of the Forum is to achieve a 
consensus view on priorities and policies affecting 
access provision, including development of 
proposals and priorities under the Rights of Way 
Improvement Plan (Devon County Council 2005). 

If you are interestedñthe closing date for 
applications is 29th February 2008. Application 
forms, accompanying details and information on 
the work of the Devon Countryside Access Forum 
can be found on www. devon.gov.uk/
devoncountrysideaccessforum or write or e-mail as 
above. (or Tel: 01837 810921 to leave a message). 

Forum meetings are open to the public and the dates of 2008 meetings are 11th 
February, 22nd  April and 15th October, all at 10.00 a.m. Details of venue and 
agenda papers are available on the website the week before each meeting. 
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A WALK WITH HISTORY. 

 

 

Of  all the many walks that I have done in 
France, Spain and Portugal, the most beautiful 
and dramatic is the Sentier Cathar, (Cathar 
Trail) which starts on the Mediterranean near 
Perpignan and finishes 246 kilometres later at 
Foix in the foothills of the Pyrenees. 

 
 

It passes several of the spectacular, ruined castles of the Cathar nobility.   

Many of you will know the most famous of these castles, Carcassonne which was 
restored in the 19th century.  

The Catharsõ beliefs are thought to have 
come from the Byzantine Empire by way 
of the trade routes and flourished in 
south west France from the 11th century 
onwards.  Not only were their beliefs 
anathema to the Roman Catholics but 
they were also becoming a threat to the 
Papacy. 

Therefore many Popes had tried to 
suppress them by peaceful means, but it 
was Pope Innocent III who set about 
their destruction in earnest.  

The murder of his appointed legate Pierre de Castelnau on the way back to Rome 
after an unsuccessful peace mission, caused the Pope to call for a formal crusade 
(Albigensian Crusade) against the Cathars with the promise that all the land owned 
by the Cathars and their followers could be confiscated. This made the territory a 
target for French nobles from the north wishing to gain new lands.  

The first significant engagement of the war was the siege of  B®zier which 
eventually fell and when the officer in charge asked the Cistercan Abbot, Arnaud 
Amaury, how he was to tell the true believers from the Cathars he was told òKill 
them all. God will know his own.ó. The slaughter of 20,000 men, women and 
children was horrendous even by the standards of the time.  

Resistance by other castles and towns was considerably weakened as a result and 
by about 1250 the castles, except Foix, had been sleighted, and by then, it is 
reckoned that 500,000 people had died in the crusade.   

Martin Horrell 
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Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted  

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following  
 

Records. CDôs, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music  

All types of  music, large or small collections 
 
Rock - Pop - 50ôs - 60ôs - 70ôs - Punk - 80ôs 
 

John W Griffiths 
Phone: 01404 823480 
Mobile: 07836 369740 
Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 
Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 
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Whimple Fun Run to London Marathon 
 

Hail, rain or shine you may have seen these ladies pounding the lanes and hills 
around Whimple and been mistaken for believing they were in training for the 
dash in the January Sales!! 

From only a few years ago jogging in the Whimple Fun Run, Sarah Evans, Janet 
Leach and Maggie Richards have continued running together and have now 
progressed to compete in 5km, 10km, half marathon events and now their next 
goal is to complete the London Marathon. 

Forsaking their usual vices of drink, drugs, sex and rock and roll, they are now in 
rigorous training to prepare them to complete the 26 miles. If you are in the 
Capital on 13th April then please cheer them on. Their long suffering husbands 
will have the more arduous challenge of seeing how many London hostelries they 
can frequent during the same time the ladies will be running!!! 

They want to complete the Marathon distance and as an added motivation they 
want to see if they can raise as much money as possible for their two chosen 
childrenõs charities, The Wooden Spoon and 
Children with Leukaemia. Both very worthy 
causes, with caring, devoted people and many 
volunteers, who undertake amazing work here 
in Devon.  

If you can spare a few Ãõs or even a few pennies 
and would like to sponsor the ladies please call 
Sarah (822664), Janet (822404) or Maggie 
(823088).  

Thank You.  

Sarah Evans 

We are pleased to have Mary King, the locally-based international eventing 
champion to talk at the Victory Hall on Friday 29th February at 7.30 pm.  

Entrance will be free to members; for non members there will be a Ã2 per 
person entrance fee, to be paid on the door.  It promises to be a fascinating 
evening for the village. 
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We have been sent the below article from the Environment Agency concerning 
the a project to track down sources of pollution affecting the water quality of the 
River Clyst. It explains what the problem is, and how the Agency is planning to 
gather information about possible causes in the Clyst Valley 
communities.  Residents, businesses and companies can help by checking their 
own septic tanks and sewage treatment systems to ensure that they are all 
working properly. Farmers can double check their dirty water and slurry systems.  

It would be great to turn this pollution problem around and have a cleaner River 
Clyst as a result.                   Ed H 

Special project aims to put 
the sparkle back into the River Clyst 

 

Its name means ôclearõ, but in recent years the River Clyst has been anything 
but ôclean and clearõ. Monitoring by the Environment Agency has revealed 
a disturbing loss of wildlife and decline in fish numbers in this important 
Devon river. 

Starting next month a team of Agency officers will try to identify sources of 
pollution that are causing water quality to deteriorate in the Clyst. Using 
special sampling and monitoring equipment they will try to pinpoint 
pollution ôhot-spotsõ throughout the catchment. 

The investigation will include visits to farms and industrial estates as well as 
private residences where sewerage and drainage systems will be checked. 

ôIt is time to put an end to this gradual decline of the River Clyst and help 
make it run clear and clean again. This will encourage fish and wildlife to 
return. Weõll be adopting a holistic approach and looking closely at 
anything that might be having an adverse effect on water quality within the 
catchment,õ said Derek Carter for the Environment Agency. 

ôFor this investigation to succeed, we will need the help and co-operation of 
everyone who lives in the Clyst Valley as it is likely officers will need to visit 
industrial sites, domestic premises and farms throughout the catchment 
over the coming months as they search for possible sources of pollution,õ 
said Derek Carter.  

Rising near Cullompton, the Clyst meanders through the East Devon 
countryside through  Plymtree and Clyst St Lawrence before heading south 
down the Clyst Valley through Broadclyst, Clyst Honiton, Clyst St Mary and 
Clyst St George before flowing into Exe estuary near Topsham. 

The name Clyst is Celtic for ôclean streamõ. 

Anyone witnessing pollution should call the Environment Agencyõs free 24-
hour hotline 0800 80 70 60. People can also contact the Agency on 08708 
506 506 to obtain information and advice on foul drainage issues.  
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES  
 

                                                                                                         Est 1979 
 
 

                                                       PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 
 

                                                           Call Barry 01395 513729 
                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        

M P SMALL ENGINES 
Mike Persey  

 

SERVICE &REPAIR TO 
 

All makes and types of  
Horticultural / Garden  

Forestry and Small Agricultural  
Machinery  

 

Specialist in the repair of older  
Machinery and Sports Club machinery  

 

Makeovers and rebuilds undertaken  
 

New machinery at competitive prices  
 

Collection Service   

Little Cot  

Hembury Fort  

Honiton  

Devon  

EX14 3LE 
 

Tel  

01404 841699 

Mobile  

07976725516 



26 

 

  

S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 

Awliscombe 

Devon 

 
BANFIELDS 

 

Traditionally carved rocking  
Horses & Restoration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 Rectory Close, Whimple, 
Devon EX5 2UF 

 

Tel 822162 
E-mail Banfieldgew@msn.com 

PETER COSSLETT 
CARPENTER AND BUILDER 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

KITCHEN FITTING 

DOORS AND WINDOWS 

TIMBER CONSERVATORIES 

EXTENSIONS AND MINOR 

BUILDING WORKS 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 

& 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 

Tel: Whimple (01404)823279 

Mobile: 07768 436042 
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Happy New Year to everyone. 
 

We wish to extend a BIG THANK YOU to everyone in Whimple who has supported 
us in the last few years in our bid to raise money for an outdoor shelter/classroom. 
We have reached our target and are now waiting for it to be erected! Watch the 
upper KS2 playground space! 

You may have noticed our new ôTardisõ next to the Victory hall, the PTFA have 
funded this new PE equipment shed, replacing the dilapidated leaking one in the 
playground. Thanks to Bob Scanlan, John Discombe, Alex Spry and the PTFA team 
of men who hauled it into position (not quite the 5 minute job the instruction video 
described!). 

Our next target is to replace the ômuddy zoneõ in the lower KS1 playground with a 
soft play surface and provide some balance and coordination equipment. In the 
upper KS2 playground, the school council has researched play equipment to help 
them at break and lunchtimes and they will be presenting funding proposals to us in 
the near future. 

Our aim is to make the best use of the space we have at the school for the 
enjoyment and health of our children. 

Come and have fun, join in our events 

Diary dates: 

Mon 3rd March  Easter Egg Bingo with ôJonnie Bingoõ ð great family fun for all ages 
Sat 15th March Easter Egg Hunt, Lower Woodhayes Orchard by kind permission 

Mrs M Burrough. Start @ 2pm. 
March  Easter Egg Draw, @ The New Fountain Inn..  
Mon 31st March PTFA meeting, all welcome even if not involved with the school 

7pm in class 2 @ Whimple Primary. 
April   Village King/Queen raffle 
Thurs 1st May  Draw for Village King/Queen ð crowning at Blossom dance. 
Sat 17th May Blossom Dance by kind permission of Sue and Julian Wilson, 

Lower Woodhayes, 6.30pm to include maypole and country 
dancing by the children of our school. 

Mon 7th July School Beetle Drive 6pm @ the school. 
Sat 12th July School Fayre, fun run, fancy dress and Grand Draw. 
Fri 18th July  End of term party BBQ and talent show 3.30pm Victory Hall. 
 

Thanks to John @ HDR records, another superb pop quiz before Christmas in 
support of the PTFA, Ã 59.00 raised, with the answers on display in the Post Office. 
Challenging, interesting, frustrating ð it certainly was great fun, watch out for 
another in June/July 2008, possibly with sound bytes! 

Whimple Primary School  
Parents, Teachers & Friends Association 
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There are several great events and special services at Whimple Church to look 
forward to in the next couple of months.   

 

On Thursday 14th February, 7.30pm we are hosting a Valentines 
Candlelit Dinner in the Victory Hall.  Come by yourself, with partner 
or friends and enjoy each otherõs company, live music and a 
delicious three-course meal.   Pre-booking is required ñ please 
telephone Sarah Smith on 822123.  

 

The church choir is practicing hard preparing to lead the singing on Palm 
Sunday 16th March, 6.30pm of The Crucifixion.  This work by C19 English 
composer J S Stainer is a most beautiful setting to music of the account of 
Christõs passion.  Do come early to get seats, as it is sure to be popular again 
this year. 
 

On Good Friday at 2.00pm is The Last Hour service which is a time to reflect on 
and be thankful for Jesusõs death for us on the cross.  Our Easter Day Family 
Communion, when we celebrate the risen Jesus, will be on Sunday 23rd March 
at 11am.  As always we hope you can join us. 

 

 

 

 

There is lots going on at Whimple Church for all ages of children and youth.  
Under 5s are always welcome at cr¯che during our morning services. SClub11 
(5-9) and IMPACT (10-13) meet at 10:45 in the Scout Hut, and CONTACT (14+) 
meet at 6:00pm at Picardy on the 2nd and 4th Sundays in every month.   New 
members are always welcomeñcome and try it out!  
 

Impact Clubnights, open to all young people in the village aged 10-14 will be on 
February 23rd (Pancake Party) and March  29th (Chocolate Overdose).  Please 
contact Ian & Maggie Spicer for more details (823640). 

Several Contact and Impact members will be going to this termõs FNX (òFriday 
Night Experienceó)  on Friday 15th February at St Peterõs School.  This will be a 
great evening of music, DJ, games and Bible message for young people in and 
around Exeter.  To join up with those from Whimple Church attending please 
telephone Kate Hamilton on 823201.   

WHIMPLE CHURCH  
www.whimplechurch.org  
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St Maryõs Church 
 Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  
   11.00am  Celebration Service  
 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 
 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Service 
 4th Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut
 5th Sunday 11.00am Joint Benefice Communion 

 

Thank you for all who contributed to the work of St Petrocks during our 
village carol singing. The total amount we have sent to the organisation 
this year was just over Ã300, which will help them to fulfil their aim in 
the coming year of encouraging, supporting and empowering those 
who are homeless or inadequately housed to change their situation.  In 
the past year St Petrocks has worked with over 721 clients, helping 209 
people find accommodation, helping 57 into employment, education 
or volunteering, training 40 learners in literacy or numeracy and 
helping to resettle 545 prisoners.   
 

Thank you to all who have been leaving clean plastic milk bottle tops in the box at 
the back of the church. The Rose Road Association (severely disabled children) 
has closed their appeal now, but an outlet has been found supporting macular 
degeneration. Details of this charity can be found at www.giftofsight.org.uk. Only 
milk bottle tops can be recycled in this way.  

 

After Easter we will be running Christianity 
Explored.  This is an informal course for people 
who would like to investigate Christianity or refresh 
their understanding of what it means to be a 
Christian.  You would not be asked to pray, sing, or 

read aloud, and you can ask any question you like.  Or, if you prefer, you can 
come along and simply listen. Please contact Rob Wilkinson (822521/ 
robwilkinson@lineone.net for more information.    

Whimple Church is friendly and welcoming with a variety of services to suit 
everyone.  Please do join us on a Sunday or for any of our other activities 
throughout the week.   

 



30 

 

We found a Village 
 

Having moved up from Cornwall last year, we are very much the 'new folks on 
the block'.  As such, we read with interest the article by John Discombe in the 
Christmas edition of the parish magazine.  

We have previously lived in two villages. First, up in Hampshire where we were 
for many years.  This had a school, church, shop/PO, and pub. A varied 
population in both age and duration of residence were very active in all things 
concerning the village. However, during the time that we were there, the 
school closed, the shop closed and the pub changed hands so many times that 
everyone lost count. Not only this, but with the passing of time, the whole 
nature of the population changed. With the rail station in the local market town 
being the 'end of the line' from London, the village became a desirable 
dormitory commuter locale, who's new residents were less inclined to become 
involved in the community.   

So, after our time up country we moved to our second village, in Cornwall.  To 
a village that still had a school, a church, a shop/ PO, a pub and an active 
community. But, and it was a big but, there was a main road right through the 
middle of the village This was not too much of a problem at first,  but Cornwall 
is fast becoming a little bit like a Theme Park full of holiday homes. This, along 
with improvements in the access to the county, has led to an increase in visitors 
who now 'go down west' all year round.  We then moved out of the village to a 
rural location on a farm. This was fine, but with the passing of time, the 
attractions of being closer to all the desirable amenities became somewhat 
pressing. Therefore, the search for a move began.  

 When house hunting, our list of priorities included a non-tourist village with 
level walking and short distance to all the necessary amenities. With the help of 
the internet - how did we manage in the old days? -  and being familiar with the 
area south of the A30 - we finally found Whimple.  

What a splendid village it is. Rural, but not remote. Close to the coast but not in 
a holiday area.  A community that is very much alive - not full of empty dead 
second homes.  It still has a lovely church, shop, thriving school and post office 
as well as a  Surgery, train station and two pubs, on top of all this we can walk 
to the tennis club, let alone the cricket / football ground.  Three things have 
impressed us during our short acquaintance with the village. Firstly, there is the 
splendid magazine. This tells you all you need to know about where and what 
is going on, our font of all knowledge.  Secondly, we were very impressed with 
the decoration of the village hall over Christmas. Far superior to any village hall 
that we have ever known before.   

Lastly is the fact that whenever we walk around the village, there is always 
someone around going about their work or leisure, thus making it a living 
community, not an empty village. Long may it last.    

We will end with the same thought as John Discombe - "who would choose 
anywhere else?" 

Frankie & Brian Wilson 
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CARE CONCERNS 
 

Local care for 
Local people 

 

Respite care, bathing, cooking,  
transport, infant/toddler care. 

 

Minimum of 1hr 
 

Very high standard of care given 
Fully qualified 
CRB Checked 

 

Enabling people to remain n their 
own homes 

 

For further details phone:  
01404 822096 

 

RED HOMES 
ESTATE 

AGENTS 

Call The Aylesbeare Office Now 
for a Free Valuation on:    

01395 225552 

0.75% No Vat 
Sole Agency Fee 
Why Pay More? 

16 National Offices and 
Growing Covering South Eng-

¶ Advertised in Express & Echo  
¶ www.rightmove.co.uk  
¶ www.redhomes.co.uk 
¶ Accompanied Viewings 
¶ Regular Feedback 
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Wasters of Whimple 

 

Christmas cardboard/plastic collection 
 

Many thanks to all of those who supported our collection 
of Christmas cardboard and plastic in December.  We saw 
roughly 40 households bring in their Christmas recyclables. 

A huge thank you to all our volunteers who got their hands 
dirty squishing bottles and folding card and got very wet for their efforts. 

Those who attended were surprised that this was a volunteer collection.  The aim 
was to enable people who had small collections to share car space for journeys to 
the recycling centre and ensure people were aware that these facilities were 
available.  Some of our volunteers had half car loads of their own and were happy 
to fill up their car.  Those who contacted us with a full load were happy to take it 
to the recycling centre themselves.  If you would like to help, please contact us. 

 

 

 

If you have collections of cardboard/plastic bottles that you would not normally 
bother to recycle we will be having another collection on Saturday 1st March in 
the car park behind the Square for 1 hour only 10.00 -11.00am. 
 

Key points : Cardboard should be folded as tightly as possible to save space/
journeys 

  Cardboard should be clean and free of plastic 

  Plastic bottles only can be recycled  

  Bottles should be clean, squashed and without tops 

  Tops from milk plastic bottles can be recycled at the Church 

  Volunteers required to man recycling once every few months. 

  Wait until you have a car load or your journey takes you near the 
recycling centre 

  If you have a part car load maybe you could help us or a neighbour 
 

Some Facts: Recycled paper produces 73% less air pollution than normal 
production 

  Every tonne of paper recycled saves 17 trees. 

  Plastic can take up to 500 years to decompose. 

  Recycling one plastic bottle saves enough energy to power a 60W 
bulb for 6 hours 
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Other notices: Whimple News would be happy to advertise goods for sale/
or free to collect. This reduces items going to landfill and 
transportation. 

 Exeter has a great Bookcycle shop for all books you want to 
get rid of or any  sort you require.  Call 01392 420021 

 Our own Whimple Stores reuses carrier bags.  Ask in the 
shop if they need any more and support our local shop by 
reusing bags. 

 

Future events: Cardboard/plastic monthly collections (1st March 10-11am) 

  Freecycle/swapshop event - details to come (May/June) 

 Next meeting  - Tuesday 18th March 8pm (Please call for 
venue details) 

 Please feel free to offer your ideas or ask for specific topics/
event 

 

Contacts: Alison Betts 823967 alison.betts@yahoo.co.uk 
  Jenny Sanders 823015 barnum.sanders@virgin.net 
 

Whimple Freecycle 
The following items are free to collect: 

Ladies bicycle good condition  - 823015 
Under counter fridge (as new) - 822906 

8ft long curved pink draylon settee, reasonable condition - 823614 

The following items are wanted:  
Sylvanian families toys  - 823015 

Kitchen wall cupboard (any size) for use in office - 822295 

  ALTAR FLOWERS 
The Rota for arranging the flowers behind the 

Communion Table in St Maryõs during 2008 is now in the 
church. It is to be found by the hymn books as you come in.  

If you would like to remember a particular date or would just like 
to help to make the church look attractive, please fill in the dates that 
you would prefer, or alternately contact me for more information. 

We would be very pleased to welcome anyone who has not previously 
been involved in putting flowers in the church and I would be happy to 
help in any way I can. 

Rosemary Horrell, 822013. 
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Same Day Appointments 

In our last newsletter we reported the trial of a 
new system of triage.  We are pleased to report 
that the trial has been successful. On Wednesdays 
and Fridays, when all our appointment slots are full 
and you require an urgent appointment the duty doctor or practice nurse will 
telephone you to discuss your problem and find an appropriate solution.  This 
may be asking you to collect a prescription or coming in to see the doctor or 
nurse in the minor illness clinic.  Some of our practice nurses are running the 
clinic, including a nurse who has three years experience of working as a Nurse 
Practitioner in the Walk-In Centre in Exeter.  The nurses can assess and provide 
appropriate treatment and self-care advice to patients with minor illness such as 
sore throat, earache, infections etc.  It is hoped that this service will develop 
and expand offering you greater flexibility and choice when prompt assessment 
and treatment is requested.    We would therefore welcome your feedback if 
you use this new service.   

GP Patient Survey 

The Department of Health has commissioned an independent survey company 
Ipsos MORI to carry out the GP Patient Survey on their behalf. This will be the 
second year of the survey, which is running at the moment.  The aim of the 
survey is to collect information about your experiences with contacting the 
practice by telephone; consulting a GP within two working days; booking 
appointments ahead; seeing a preferred GP; practice opening hours; and, 
recalling a discussion about choice following a referral.   More information can 
be obtained by visiting www.gp-patient.co.uk 

Missed Appointments December 2007 

Unfortunately 149 patients did not inform us that they were unable to keep 
their appointments.  This left time available that could have been used to see 
other patients.  PLEASE if you are unable to keep your appointment please let 
us know. 

Quit Smoking 

Stopping smoking is the single biggest thing you can do to improve your health, 
but it's a difficult task.  Did you know that our practice nurses can help you?  
Please make an appointment with Nurse Lucy or Nurse Helen.   You will 
receive advice and encouragement together with information on the products 
available to help you quit.   The NHS Smoking Helpline: 0800 169 0 169 is 
open every day from 7.00am to 11.00pm or join the big quit at 
www.thebigquit.co.uk 
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