
 

1 

 Oct/Nov 2011 
 

 

The Whimpletons with 
their winning scarecrow 
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Reg no: 4094 

 

 

O’DELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Tel: 01404 811773 Mobile: 07974 818833 

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 
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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287 

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
——— 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily 

alongside traditional ‘Farmers Favourites’ 
———a 

Great Selection of fine Wines 
——— 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
——— 

 

 

 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

 
Music Dates 

28th October - Second Nature 

25th November - The Late Shift 

23rd December - The Rock Band 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food 

Pop in and say Hello 
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch - Daily Specials 

Bar Menu and Snacks 

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening 
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October 
  8th Endorphin Effect Workshop Victory Hall, 9.30am – 1.00pm – details 

822687 
  9th Whimple Over 60‘s Club; Trip to Wye Valley & Monmouth  
14th History Society presents  ‗An Antiques Evening‘ with David Williams

 and friends, Victory Hall, 7.30pm  
20th Wasters of Whimple – A Solar Celebration; Victory Hall 8.00 – 

9.00pm - See page 36 for details 
22nd Whimple Cinema Victory Hall. 5.00pm Family Film …details on page 

11 plus posters 
22nd Whimple Cinema Victory Hall, 7.30pm Evening Film..details on page 

11 plus posters 
29th WACY Kite Flying – Parish Field, 12.00noon. Details on page 24 
29th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall, 12.00noon – 1.30pm 

November 
  1st Whimple Over 60‘s Club; Trip to Barnstaple  
  5th Whimple Primary School Craft Fayre; Victory Hall, 1.00 – 4.00pm 
 Details on page 49 
12th Hospiscare coffee morning, Victory Hall, 10.00am – 12.00noon. 

Details on page 28 
18th History Society talk ‗Devon Inn Names‘ in the Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
19th Wasters of Whimple – Christmas Food Fayre, Victory Hall, 1.00 – 

4.00pm Details on page 36 
25th VPA talk – Victory Hall, 7.30pm  ‗Plants for autumn and winter 

interest‘. Details on page 33 
26th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall, 12.00noon – 1.30pm 
27th Richard Digance Victory Hall, doors open 6.30pm, Details on page 18 

December 
10th Whimple Cinema Victory Hall. 5.00pm Family Film …details on page 

11 plus posters 
10th  Whimple Cinema Victory Hall, 7.30pm Evening Film...details on page 

11 plus posters 

       

What‘s On in Whimple  

 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the availability 
of venues and when booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 



 

6 



 

7 

Ed the Ed 
The Whimple News team hope that you enjoyed our colour centre spread of photos 
that captured the variety and spirit of the Village Day way back in the balmy days of mid 
July. How nice to see a picture of the Parish Council Chairman, John Griffiths, properly 
attired rather than his normal cross-dressing escapades in the pantomime. Keep that 
copy, and remind yourselves of that fun summer. 

This edition has photos of the excellent Scarecrows who were outside the Victory Hall 
on the Saturday of Village Week. I was delighted that the Whimpletons entry of ‗Nora 
Batty‘ won the competition and we are now the proud custodians of an enormous silver 
cup. You can see this on our front cover – you have to guess which one was the 
scarecrow! 

I note that curse of the MUGA has struck – remember the injury to the football- playing 
Jim of the PO – well, another ‗gentleman‘ who should know better at his age, has 
broken his arm playing football with like-minded men who mistakenly believe a scout 
from Manchester United is watching. The only people that will be watching in the future 
will be an ambulance crew and a lawyer who specialises in compensation claims! 

We are pleased to welcome to our pages, our newly elected local councillor, Martin 
Gammell who we have asked to keep us up-to-date with what is happening in the hurly-
burly of local politics. We look forward to his contributions to our magazine.  

If you cast your eye, gentle reader, down the ‗What‘s on in Whimple‘ page, you will see 
a veritable host of events to attend – it is good to see that the Whimple Cinema is 
returning, with two sessions of free family films which is great for the village, and two 
more sessions of evening films (titles to be decided in the next few weeks). Plus there 
are Craft and Food Fayres, AND, an evening with Richard Digance which promises to 
be a lot of fun with a wonderful blend of singing and humour from a very experienced 
performer. This is close to my panto heart because The Whimpletons will be sharing 
some of the profits from that evening, so please come along! 

I am also pleased to report that the Bra Babes (the current Mrs H and Mrs Leonard) 
successfully power-walked the Bristol Half Marathon for a second time in early 
September. Now the support team (Miles and me) are preparing for the attempt on the 
Cardiff Half Marathon in mid October. You will probably see us, heads bowed in 
earnest discussion of logistics, chafing gels and where the good pubs are close to the 
Half Marathon route. whilst testing a variety of energy drinks in our local pubs. Selfless!  

Thanks to the kind Quiz Teams at the Farmer, who kindly donated some £90 for our 
coffers, and whilst we are on ‗Thanks‘, we must never forget our gallant band of 
distributors, so a big thank you to all of them.  

If you feel that you would like to offer an article/thoughts for inclusion in the News, 
then please let us have your words for the next edition by Monday 14th November, 
either via Jim (Smugly uninjured) and Alison at the Post Office, or through the ether to 
Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk.  

Ed H 

THE NEXT ISSUE WILL COVER DECEMBER/JANUARY, SO LET US HAVE  DETAILS OF 

ALL THE EVENTS THAT YOU PLAN IN THE VILLAGE DURING THAT TIME 
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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Whimple Post Office News 

I know many of you enjoy Courtney's Apple Juice. Well there two new 
additions to the family, one with Beetroot, and one with added Ginger. 
These new products are very different and are a welcome addition to their 
range. We will be stocking these new flavours very soon and hope you 
enjoy trying them. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

After mentioning mobile top-ups last time we have been greatly 
encouraged by the increase in the number we have sold recently. This tells 
us we must remind everyone now and then of the different things we can 
do for you. 

We keep Euros in the branch and can instantly exchange them for sterling 
on demand. We are happy to exchange amounts from 5  to 500 euros 
(any amounts higher we can order in within 24 hours). So if you have any 
euros (in units of 5) left after your holiday bring them into us and we will 
happily change them for you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Save money this Christmas by sending overseas parcels by surface mail. 

If you have presents to send to Australia or New Zealand consider sending 
them by surface mail. However you will need to be ready with them 
earlier. The rewards are considerable, especially if you have several to 
send. 

Last posting dates will be released soon. 

Whimple Christmas cards will be out soon, we have sourced some really 
different designs for you this year including a newly drawn design by Lewis 
Greenslade -Trump, which we know will be as popular as last year‘s. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

STOP PRESS: NatWest customers can now use the Post Office to 
withdraw cash and check balances. 

Our grateful thanks for your support 

Jim and Alison Creasy 
Whimple Post Office Tel 822359 
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PAINTING & DECORATING 

TILER 

PATIO PRESSURE CLEANING 

SHED ROOFS - RE-FELTED 

GENERAL HANDYMAN 
__________________________ 

 

(Excellent references if required) 

For that personal service 

Phone Mr Evans on 01404 822120 

WINDOW 

 

 CLEANER 

 

 

________ ________ 
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WHIMPLE CINEMA 
 

Following the success of the recent 'Casablanca' evening, big 
screen films are coming back to the Victory Hall. Every six 
weeks or so the Hall will be transformed into a cinema 
complete with huge screen, digital projection and 
surround sound system. Future dates for your diary are 
Saturdays 22nd October and 10th December. Whimple 
Action Committee for Youth (WACY) are sponsoring family 
matinees which will be shown FREE OF CHARGE at 5.00pm. 
These will be followed by an evening film at 7.30pm. Tickets for 
the evening film are £4, available on the door. Soft drinks, ice 
cream and popcorn will be available for purchase. Please bring 
your own alcoholic drinks (glasses will be available). Joining the 
Whimple Cinema Club for £5 provides the following benefits: 
Free ticket to your first film, ‗Luxury‘ seating in front rows with 
drinks tables and voting rights on film choices. 

For more information, call Rob Davis on 823731 or log on to: 

 www.whimplecinema.wordpress.com 
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE 

For Sale - pre-owned caravans 

and caravans sold on owners behalf. 

Caravans also bought and sold. 

01404 822116 

or 

07985 179399 

London Road, Whimple 

 
 

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS 

 

 01392 433 433 

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS, 

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS 

 



 

13 

Poppy appeal 
 

9th June 2011 was the 90th anniversary of the Poppy Appeal and there were 
nationwide events going on over the weekend to celebrate. We had tea very 
kindly hosted by Sue Ayres at Rull House. The weather was sadly overcast but we 
managed to have a fairly well attended tea. Sue got into overdrive making cup 
cakes and there were many other kind offerings gratefully received. 

On the day we made £300.02. This was a fantastic achievement. Added 
to the £1,354.80 that we made in November it makes a total of 
£1,654.82. Not bad for a village the size of Whimple. Thanks to 
everyone who gave so generously. 

The Church Fete on the following Saturday used up some of the 
excess cakes! 

Lets see if we can beat it next year.        Fiona Clarke 
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MP 
Property 

Maintenance 

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating Plumbing,  

Gardening 
General Repairs and Maintenance 

 

 

No Call out charge 
Free Estimates 
24hr callout service 

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 
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Village Week 2012 
 

This year‘s Village Week was a great success and the new-look Village Day in the 
Parish Field seemed to work well. Although Village Day was intended to be a fun 
family event for the Village rather than a fundraiser, the day did produce a surplus 
of nearly £2000 which has been shared between the various village organisations 
that formed the planning team.  

The key to the success of the day was the involvement of so many different 
organisations working together and this is an approach we are adopting again as 
planning begins for Village Week 2012. So if any other village organisation would 
like to join us to share the in planning work and receive a share of any surplus 
from Village Day, please let me know. 

Village Week next year will run from Sunday 8th July to Sunday 15th July. It will 
begin with a concert in the Victory Hall; there will be activities for the kids and 
various events throughout the week. The climax will be Village Day in the Parish 
Field on the Saturday with Songs of Praise in the Church on Sunday to round the 
week off. We will have the egg catching competition again next year but we will 
hold it in the Parish Field rather than in the road. We would also like to have 
rather more activities and games in the field on Village Day so if anyone has any 
large garden games we could borrow or any suggestions for activities they would 
like to see, please let Sue Ayres (823082) or me know. 

Bob Scanlan 822262 or bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk 
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Being a District Councillor Part 1 
Counting clothes pegs  

 

I have been trying to become a district councillor on 
and off for some thirty years and now, suddenly, to 
my surprise, consternation and delight, I have been 
elected to serve as Councillor for the Whimple and 
Talaton Ward. And now I realise that most people 
don't know what is actually involved. How do you 
get yourself elected? What does a District Councillor 
actually DO? What does the District Council do? I've 
already had a few surprises, and I would like to share 
some of them with you.  

I'll start with the process of getting elected. The 
reason why it has taken me so long to become 
elected as a District Councillor is not because of 
some fatal flaw in my personality but because I invariably stood as a political 
party candidate in wards where another party always had a majority. Really, this 
is a silly situation to be in at local government level, where, ideally, we should be 
voting for the candidate's personal qualities and desire to represent and serve the 
community, and not his or her political affiliation. But that is not the way things 
are, and, of course, I am a member of a party whose policies I believe in. There is 
also a very practical reason for taking the party ticket: you get the support of 
party members and help with the costs of fighting an election (leaflets, posters 
and poster boards). Members will help to compose and print leaflets, and, most 
importantly, deliver the leaflets, put up the posters and canvass on your behalf. 
Believe me, doing all these things on your own is very exhausting. So, hats off to 
those independent councillors who have been elected purely on their own 
efforts and at their own expense.  

Thus, although anybody over the age of eighteen is eligible to stand, for most 
people, party membership is a first step. Then you have to be asked to stand by 
the local party branch. Having agreed, you are then interviewed by the selection 
committee. This is quite a tough interview where you are quizzed about all sorts 
of things. Being selected to stand is, therefore, not a foregone conclusion. Having 
‗passed‘, I was registered as an official candidate. Little did I realize what I was 
letting myself in for. In previous elections I had been a "paper candidate" where I 
was a name on a ballot slip for supporters to vote for but with no real chance of 
winning, so I had no need to do much work. This time the seat was, apparently, 
"winnable" and worth fighting for. If I am going to do something then I like to do 
it to the best of my ability. So, I flung myself into the process, making my wife an 
"election widow" for the three weeks from the published date of the election to 
the Election Day. In those weeks I devoted every available minute to leafleting, 
poster making and canvassing. 
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There are only about 1,000 households in Whimple and Talaton, but many of the 
houses are scattered about the countryside. Consequently, it takes time to get to 
individual houses and an awful amount of time to get to all of them. I got leaflets 
to all but a handful (envying a friend whose ward was an estate where the houses 
were in long rows and he could run from one letterbox to the next in less that 20 
seconds) and I apologise to those householders who I didn't call upon.  

I lived and breathed the election. I found myself striking up conversations in the 
street with possible voters. I was canvassing at the drop of the hat - passersby 
when I was at home, patients in the surgery waiting room, passengers waiting for 
trains, people gardening as I went by - all were victims of my campaign. But the 
greatest effort was poured into calling on people - something I have very mixed 
feelings about. I had many rewarding conversations and arguments and l learned 
much of local peoples' feelings, and hospitality. But I also had doors slammed in 
my face and hostile encounters that could set back my spirits. Still, with only 
three weeks to meet, greet and convert voters, you have to keep on in the face 
of offensiveness and rejection - and the sheer fatigue of driving, tramping, 
standing, talking hour after endless hour. However exhausting and time 
consuming, I firmly believe in canvassing because it does allow you to present 
yourself to the electorate. It also allows you to learn about people's concerns 
and get a feel for the nature of the ward. Oh, and I have learned an awful lot 
about farming!  

And, finally, the process of the Count itself. After the votes have been cast the 
black boxes are taken from the polling stations to the council offices and tipped 
up onto long trestle tables. Then the tellers unfold the voting slips and put them 
in piles according to the candidates chosen. The slips are counted into bundles of 
50 and then pegged with a coloured, plastic clothes peg (red for Labour, blue for 
Conservative, yellow for Liberal Democrat, green for the Greens, purple for 
Independents). The one with the most pegs wins! After checking the votes, the 
Returning Officer announces the winner for each ward election.  

The Count used to be quite a social event. Picture a very large room full of 
dozens of people - candidates, their agents, their supporters, chatting to each 
other and circling the trestle tables where the tellers are counting the votes, 
checking for errors, and trying to count those clothes pegs! At frequent intervals 
the returning officer would announce a result. This could go on until the early 
hours of the morning. If you failed to get elected the combination of fatigue and 
disappointment would be very deflating and the journey home would be a 
dispiriting experience. Nowadays, the Count can be delayed until the following 
morning and much of the excitement has died down. Ironically, after all those 
years of being in the thick of a late-night Count, I was several hundred miles away 
from the scene of my eventual "triumph", and heard the result on my mobile 
phone in a pub halfway up a Welsh mountain!  

To be continued ...  

Martin Gammell Cllr  Tel: 823535 
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Richard Digance 
Sunday 27th November 2011 

in Whimple Victory Hall 

in aid of The Whimpletons 
 

Many people sing, play guitar and tell stories but not many have supported Steve 
Martin, Robin Williams or played a guitar duet with Brian May of Queen, but 
Richard Digance has. Richard Digance is indeed unique. He is a performer who 
appeals to all age groups by singing his own songs, telling fun stories, whilst 
throwing in his popular poems and legendary audience participation sing-songs for 
good measure. It is on stage that Richard is most comfortable, giving two hours of 
original material with just a guitar, no support acts, no gimmicks, just one man 
with a treasure chest of stories collected over 40 years in the music and 
entertainment industry. On A Whim Promotions are delighted to be included on 
his 40th anniversary tour. Tickets only £8.50 from the Post Office or: 

http://www.handsomedicksrecords.co.uk/richarddigance. 
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For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

We are also Agents for the Nationwide Building Society 

 

 

 

E A ST ER BRO O K , 
EATON LTD 
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
   

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 

 

 
 

ARK POTTERY 
STUDIO, SHOP & GALLERY 

 

Wide choice of affordable  

pottery direct from the potters, all 

designed and made on site. Also 

sculptures, pictures and cards. 

 

ENTRANCE & PARKING FREE 

 

 Have a go on the wheel! 

 Pottery Parties 

 Commissions 

 Baby Foot Impressions 

 

Find us just off the Ottery/Sidmouth 

Road at Wiggaton (Follow the brown 

tourist signs from Ottery.) 

OPEN DAILY 10 am- 5pm 

Tel. 01404 812628 
 

email:ark.pottery@mypostoffice.co.uk 
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Changing Utility Supplier 

Will The Change Do Me Good? 
 

A potted history of energy privatisation. 

The privatisation and restructuring of the energy industry began in the late 1980‘s 
when British Gas and 14 regional public electricity suppliers had a monopoly to 
supply gas and electricity to all domestic energy customers. The maximum price 
energy suppliers could charge for gas and electricity was fixed by Ofgem (Office 
for Gas and Electricity Markets). Those pricing controls were gradually removed 
between 2000 and 2002 as Ofgem deemed that competition in the energy market 
was developing well. The market is now dominated by six energy suppliers: British 
Gas, Npower, Eon, Scottish & Southern Energy, Scottish Power and EDF. Together, 
they supply energy to over 98% of domestic energy customers. The market shares 
of these big six energy suppliers in their former monopoly markets are falling at a 
rate of around 4% per year for gas and 2% per year for electricity as they make 
further inroads into each other's markets. Hardly a shining example of stiff 
competition! But, despite this, more than 70% of energy customers still use one or 
other of their former monopoly energy suppliers.  

Finding another supplier. 

It is inadvisable to sign a contract with a cold calling salesman as it is most unlikely 
that he or she will take the time to explain the proposed tariff(s) fully and you will 
probably not think to ask the right questions yourself – until afterwards when it 
may be too late. However, remember that in all cases you always have the 14 days 
‗cooling off period‘ to change your mind. Fixed tariffs are  also available but you 
may be locked into some form of contract so it depends on whether you wish to 
keep your options open. You could also contact a prospective new supplier‘s sales 
department directly by letter or telephone but I would suggest the former will be 
convoluted and the latter confusing especially with any high pressure sales talk. 
However, don‘t let inaccessibility to the internet stop you from saving money, find 
someone you can trust to help you, preferably by recommendation.  

Most people do go to energy comparison sites. They will give you an estimated 
saving for numerous suppliers based on the figures you supplied for either your 
monthly/annual spend or consumption. NB. Enter your gas and electricity usage in 
kWhs, rather than your monthly/annual spend, as kWhs do not fluctuate with price 
changes, unlike your spend. Check that the kWh rate is not more than you are 
already paying. The tariffs can also be confusing where a company charges a 
different higher rate for a certain initial number or percentage of the total units 
used. This is usually instead of a fixed monthly/annual standing charge. There could 
also be other incentives or discounts for such things as taking dual fuel (electric & 
gas), paying by direct debit, online billing or an ongoing system of cashback. 
However, of late, some customers increasingly place as much importance on easily 
understandable bills, good customer service or having all their utilities on a single 
bill, as they do on saving money.  
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 Changing energy supplier. 

1. Before you sign up to a new energy contract, read the terms and conditions in 
the contract. If there's anything you don't understand, ask the energy company, 
salesman or representative. 

2. Sign a new contract with the energy company. The transfer process should take 
about six weeks to complete. 

3. Give your existing supplier 28 days' notice that you plan to switch. If you do this 
by phone, follow up with a letter or email to confirm. Important: If you forget to 
give notice, this can delay the date you switch. 

4. Take a meter reading on the day you change supplier and record it. Write down 
this reading and the date it was taken in case you disagree with the cost of your 
first bill. The companies concerned will usually agree on a particular reading 

5. Pay any outstanding money owed to your old supplier and adjust direct debits. 
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Governmentcitizensandrights/Consumerrights/
Energy-yourconsumerrights/DG_196255 

Warm Front is available for the new priority group – i.e. those eligible for cold 
weather payments and with homes rated SAP 55 or less.  Eligibility will be through 
initial phone contact – with questions about the home that will indicate if the home 
is above SAP 55, and then through the survey.  

Warm Front is also available to those who own or rent privately and are in receipt 
of any of the following: Income Support, Council Tax Benefit, Housing Benefit, Job 
Seekers Allowance (income-based), Pension Credit and Income-related 
Employment and Support Allowance. 
For more information go to: 
http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Environmentandgreenerliving  or contact East Devon 
District Council on 0800 316 2814 or visit www.warmfront.co.uk. 

Switching LPG supplier 

If your home runs on liquid petroleum gas and you want to switch supplier, check 
your contract. Look out for hidden charges. Suppliers can make you buy LPG from 
them for up to two years. If you want to switch LPG supplier within this time, you 
may have to pay a fee to end the contract. You won't be able to switch supplier if 
you take LPG from a shared supply, e.g. on a housing estate or caravan park. 

You can find a list of LPG suppliers on the website for UKLPG, the LPG trade 
association. Important: If the new supplier can't (or won't) use your existing tank, 
they may charge you for a new tank or to replace service pipe work. 

Once you've found a new supplier, write to your existing LPG supplier giving 
notice to end the contract. The switch must be made within 28 days of giving 
notice if you keep your existing tank, or within 42 days of giving notice if you need 
a new tank. 

For more information about changing your LPG supplier: 

http://www.uklpg.org/advice-and-information/switching-your-lpg-supply/ 
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Whimple Victory Hall 

 

Come and Join us for a 

Soup and Sarnie Lunch 
 

12.00noon until 1.30pm 
on Saturday 29th October 

and Saturday 26th November  
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WHIMPLE BRANCH SURGERY UPDATE 

So that patients have more choice over where they attend their appointments, 
we can now offer our Whimple Practice Nurse service to all of our patients e.g. 
blood tests, blood pressure checks, dressings, ECG's, hypertension reviews etc. 
but not audiograms, 24hr BP/cardiocall/24hr ECG monitor fittings, coils, 
spirometry, yellow fever vaccinations or cryotherapy.  If you would like to be seen 
at Whimple please request it at the time of booking.  In the future we will be 
inviting patients to attend Whimple Branch Surgery for routine checks. 

 

SEASONAL FLU VACCINATIONS AT OTTERY ST MARY 

Please book now for a flu vaccination if you fall into one of the following 
categories: 

 all those aged 65 years and over 
 all those aged 6 months or over who suffer from any of the 

following: chronic respiratory disease and asthma, chronic heart 
disease, chronic renal disease, chronic liver disease, chronic 
neurological disease (including stroke, TIA, multiple sclerosis and 
hereditary and degenerative disease of the central nervous 
system), diabetes, suppression of your immune system 

 poultry workers 
 those living in long stay residential care homes 
 those in receipt of carers allowances or those who are the main 

carer of an older or disabled person whose welfare may be at risk 
if the carer falls ill  

 pregnant  

Those attending flu clinics are asked to park in Land of Canaan car park.   

BOOK YOUR FLU APPOINTMENT ONLINE 

If you are eligible for a flu vaccination and have signed up to SystmOnline you 
can now book your flu appointment online.  
 

TEXT MESSAGING 

We are now sending text message appointment reminders to patients who have 
signed up to this service.  Please ask at reception if you would like to be 

included. 
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Saturday 29th October 
WACY Kite Flying Whimple 

 

12.00 noon at the Parish Field Whimple  
(all are welcome with or without a kite) 

 

1. Are your kite skills up to the competition 

2. Can you fly a kite and eat a burger at the same time? 

3. Prizes, fun and it‘s free (we charge for the burgers) 

More information? 

Tel. 822025 Whimple Action Committee for Youth 

 

Long Range Hotel & Swimming School 
                                                                           Under New Ownership 

Straightway Head 

Whimple 

EX5 2QT 
 

  *  Swimming Lessons for the whole family by qualified instructors 

  *  2 Heated Indoor Swimming Pools open to the public 

  *  Children‘s Pool Parties 

  *  Suitable for Functions 

  *  Restaurant open for Sunday Lunches 

  *  Licensed Bar                                                              

  *  Large Car park                                         Tel. 01404 822196 

  *  B & B at competitive prices   e-mail: floyd.jackie@virgin.net 

 

Coming Soon - Luxury Holiday Lodges For Sale 
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What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 
 

‗The Mortgage Makeover‘ 
 

 
Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if you‘re paying too much for 

your mortgage. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands 

of pounds. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay 
your mortgage off early. 

 
Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 

 

Contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
 

or email – stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 
 

or by post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 
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WHIMPLE 
 

 

The Perfect Village 

“A great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibility” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 

ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 
 

01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
 



 

27 

Whimple Parish Council - preparing for the coming winter. 
 

Snow may be on the way - would you like to help? 

Following the extreme weather of the last two winters DCC has set up a  

Snow Warden and Community Self Help programme. 

The programme is about communities coming together to help each other on a 
voluntary basis during times of extreme weather. To those parishes that register 
with the programme DCC is offering advice, guidance and training – and also up to 
5 tonnes of salt free of charge. 

During the early months of 2011 Cllr Sue Ayres underwent Snow Warden training 
and is now the local contact .  

During the winter DCC will commit to; 

 Delivering a comprehensive winter service as defined in the Winter 
Services and Emergency Plan. 

 Refill all the county grit bins. The Parish Council was recently asked to 
identify the location and number of the grit bins and those identified have 
been added to an inventory (you will see a number and telephone number 
under the lid of each bin). Only the bins in the correct location and listed 
will be refilled each year. 

 Provide registered parishes with up to 5 tonnes of salt free of charge for 
use on highways and footpaths only. 

 Train Snow Wardens and provide Public Liability Insurance to all volunteers 
who offer help under the terms of the scheme (more information available). 

Registered Parish Councils and Snow Wardens will commit to: 

 Determining what the local priorities are 

 Taking responsibility for delivering local self help. 

o Recruit volunteers to help under the terms of the scheme. 
o Demonstrate suitable storage for salt and be accountable to the 

local community for the way in which the salt is managed. 
o To use the salt on public highways including footways and paths. 
o Encourage responsible use of the grit bin facility and help minimise 

abuse. 

James Ware-Baker from Holway Farm, who very kindly helped last 
year, has already agreed to store the salt and help with delivery 
when needed – but able volunteers are needed to help with 
distribution. 

The Parish Council is also investigating the option of buying 
a pull along mobile salt/grit spreader for use by volunteers. 

If you would like more information, be the volunteer for 
your immediate area or have a 4x4 available to use. 

PLEASE CALL ME - SUE AYRES 823082  
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Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
 

Repairs to Listed and Historic Properties 

Traditional Lime Mortar Repointing 

Brick Repairs - Walling  

 

Clyst St. George, Near Exeter 

 

     Tel: 01392 879824  Mob: 07825 698507 

Email: info@abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 

Web: www.abacusstoneconservation.co.uk 

 

A not to be missed fascinating lecture by fine art photographer Lucilla Phelps FRPS 
FBIPP will be held on Saturday 22nd October in Matthews Hall Topsham, 7.00pm. 
Tickets £10 each are available by calling 01392 688020 

In 2004 Lucilla went on a trip to Antarctica on a Russian ice breaker to follow in 
the steps of Shackleton. This lecture follows her journey and also shows some of 
the images taken on the expedition of 1914 when disaster almost overcame the 
crew of the Endurance. Due to Shackleton‘s leadership and courage all members 
of the expedition were saved. We visit some of the places he visited and see the 
unchanged landscape of this fascinating continent. Compare some of the original 
photos of Shackleton‘s journey to the modern day ones taken by Lucilla in some of 
the places Shackleton and his team visited. 

 
A coffee morning in aid of Hospiscare will be held in the Victory Hall 
on Saturday, 12th November from 10.00am until 12.00 noon. There will 
be the usual cake stall and a good selection of Hospiscare Christmas 
cards will be on sale. For further details contact Rosemarie on 822422. 
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West One  Hair Design 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen 
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill, 

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 or 

Call in for free Consultation. 

 

  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 

WHIMPLE CRICKET CLUB 

SATURDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER 
 

I just had to say a big thank you to all involved for bringing to our 
village such a wonderful evening of first class entertainment. 

When we arrived the place was really warming up with ‗local 
boys‘ The Chris Stuckey Band, to be followed later by Eddie and 
The Hot Rods who covered many 70‘s and 80‘s rock numbers. 
Even though the weather wasn‘t terrific, we were encouraged to come from 
under the cover of the rain canopy and warm up by stomping along to so many 
well known numbers. 

At the top of the show we had Nine Below Zero whose lead singer was sooooo 
laid back he was nearly lying down!  They were very ‗tight‘ and the harmonica 
player was excellent. Again, such a varied selection of music that if you didn‘t 
know the first one - you certainly knew the next!  His cheeky banter between sets 
also added to the evening.   

After presenting their now third outdoor event, I am happy to say the evening 
turned out to be a very slick operation hosted by people who really knew what 
they were doing. 

More of the same please‼       Julie Millward 
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Scarecrows 2011 
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WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 

Another year and here we are, reflecting on another successful Flower Show. After 
the huge success of last year‘s Show, we did wonder how this year‘s would 
measure up. It certainly did not disappoint. Although maybe not quite reaching the 
heights of last year, there was definitely much to admire, not least the second 
running of the Village Challenge! As last year, it generated a huge amount of 
interest outside the Victory Hall and although there were fewer entries they were 
definitely just as imaginative. As to the Show itself, it was another good year for 
exhibitors and exhibits. This year we had 91 adult exhibitors and 23 in the 
children‘s classes which resulted in 584 exhibits. This was another good entry, so 
many thanks to all of you who made the effort to enter this year.  

Although there were not quite so many entries in the Children‘s Classes, the 
exhibits were up to their usual high standards and the judges certainly had a hard 
time selecting the winning exhibits. The trophy winners in these classes were 
Isabella Fry who won the Owen Cup; Alice Wooldridge who won the Basildon 
Award; Thomas Tooze who won The Fletcher Cup and Katie Ackland who won 
The Children‘s Challenge Cup. The photography section was again a difficult task 
for the judge with so many excellent photographs in all of the classes. The song 
title class certainly had some very good subjects. The overall winner in this section, 
wining the Paul Henry G.C. Memorial Cup, was Gilly Curtis. The Arts and Crafts 
Classes had another wonderful display of skills. The winner in this section of the 
Len Rose Memorial Cup and the Whimple Craft Cup was Jenny Sanders.  

It was good to see an increase in the number of entries in the flower arranging with 
another display of floral artistry. In this section the Frances Pratt Cup was awarded 
to Rosemary Davies. The Roy Horsburgh Trophy was won by Emma Palmer who 
also won the Marie Louise Grout Cup which is for the best exhibit in flower 
arrangement as voted for by everyone who came to see the Show. The Sandfords 
Cup which is for the combined Men Only Classes of a floral arrangement and a 
sultana cake was won by Sam Palmer who beat all the adult males to take this 
trophy! The Homecraft section was full of excellent mouth watering exhibits and 
the snooker table was positively overloaded with tasty entries. The judge did 
wonder just how she was going to get through all the exhibits! Congratulations to 
Vicky Clough and Margaret Burrough who were joint winners in this section and 
they shared the Sir Henry Imbert-Terry Cup. 

The Pot Plant Section had an excellent number of exhibits with all the classes well 
supported. The winner this year was Colin Northcott. And finally, but by no means 
least, there was another very good entry in the flower and vegetable classes. The 
hot dry weather in the preceding months meant lots of watering for the exhibitors 
and the results proved that all the effort was well worthwhile with another excellent 
display with quality exhibits in all the classes. In the Vegetable Classes, The Slewton 
Cup for the most points in the vegetable section was won by Paul Wilson and the 
runner up in this section, winning the Cranny Brook Cup was Colin Northcott. In 
the Flower Classes, the winner of the Win and Bob Shepherd Cup for the most 
points in this section was Paul Wilson and the runner up winning the President‘s 
Cup was Michael Mallet.  



 

33 

However when all the classes were combined and the points in both sections were 
added together, it was not too difficult to see who had won the Whimple Folk Cup, 
yes folks it was Yours Truly. Having put my first exhibit into the show way back in 
1984, largely due to the pressure from my next door neighbour, one Mrs. Pratt, it 
certainly came as a very pleasant surprise as it wasn‘t a trophy that I ever expected 
to win. 

And then there was the Whimple Challenge Cup which was the second running of 
this new venture. Once again it was for the Scarecrow Competition and although 
we didn‘t have quite as many entries as last year, there were certainly some 
entertaining exhibits. Needless to say it was an immense task to determine which 
of these imaginative exhibits would get the magnificent trophy that was to be 
awarded. After much deliberation and checking of the scores, the winning 
Scarecrow was the one of Norah Batty which was expertly put together by The 
Whimpletons. This year we also had a runner-up trophy and this went to the VPA. 

We were very pleased to have Gill Mallett to present the trophies and, on behalf of 
the Show Committee, Dulcie Sanders presented a bouquet to her and Dulcie was 
also presented with a posy. We are very grateful to Edith Grout who arranged 
these floral presentations. We were also very fortunate to be able to add some 
decorations to the hall this year and the Withy Sculptures that were all round the 
room had been expertly made by the children at the Primary School. So our 
grateful thanks to them for their very colourful creations. 

All the judges remarked on the high quality of the exhibits in all the classes and 
they asked that these comments were passed on to all the exhibitors. So well done 
to all of you who entered and give yourselves a big pat on the back for your 
efforts! In turn, we are extremely grateful to all our judges who give up their time to 
do this difficult task with such quality exhibits. For those of you who want to check 
out the winners of all the classes and the trophy winners, full details are on our 
website which is www.whimplevpa.org.uk   A full list of trophy winners is included 
in this edition of the News  as well. 

The Committee would like to express their thanks to everyone who helped set up 
the hall for the Show and clear up afterwards, it is very much appreciated. It is quite 
amazing that at 5.30pm we were still in the throws of prize giving but by 6.30pm 
the hall had been completely cleared and you would not have known the Show 
had taken place! For those of you who were entering for the first time we hope you 
enjoyed the experience and we look forward to seeing you at next year‘s show. 
And talking of next year, we have had a serious think about the fact that our 
traditional date will clash with the final weekend of the 2012 Olympic Games. As 
some of you may be competing, but more will probably want to be watching, we 
have moved the date to Saturday 1st September. More reminders will sent out, but 
it will hopefully ensure we have another successful Show. 

Our next event is going to be a talk on ‗Plants for Autumn and Winter Interest‘. 
Our speaker will be Chris Burchill who, with his wife Lorraine, runs Tale Valley 
Nursery at Talaton. The talk will be on Friday 25th November at 7.30pm in the 
Victory Hall. We look forward to seeing you all then.    Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary 
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VPA 

Show 

2011 
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WHIMPLE FLOWER AND CRAFT SHOW 2011 

TROPHY WINNERS 

 

SECTION 1 – Vegetables and Flowers 
The Whimple Folk Cup Paul Wilson  
The Slewton Cup Paul Wilson 
The Cranny Cup Colin Northcott 
The Win & Bob Shepherd Cup Paul Wilson 
The President’s Cup Michael Mallett 

SECTION 2 – Pot Plants 
The Briar Shield Colin Northcott 

SECTION 3 - Homecraft 
The Sir Henry Imbert-Terry Cup Vicky Clough & Margaret Burrough 

SECTION 4 – Beer, Wine and Spirits 
No Classes 

SECTION 5 – Floral Arrangement 
The Frances Pratt Memorial Cup Rosemary Davies 
The Roy Horsburgh Trophy Emma Palmer 
The Marie Louise Grout Cup Emma Palmer 

SECTION 6 – Arts and Crafts 
The Len Rose Memorial Cup Jenny Sanders 
The Whimple Craft Cup Jenny Sanders 

SECTION 7 - Photography 
The Paul Henry GC Memorial Cup Gilly Curtis 

SECTION 8 – Children under 5 
The Owen Cup Isabella Fry 

SECTION 9 – Children aged 5 to 7 
The Basildon Award Alice Wooldridge 

SECTION 10 – Children aged 8 to 11 
The Fletcher Cup Thomas Tooze 

SECTION 11 – Children aged 12 to 15 
The Children’s Challenge Cup Katie Ackland 
 
FLOWER ARRANGING & CAKE (men only) 
The Sandfords Cup Sam Palmer 
 
WHIMPLE VILLAGE CHALLENGE CUP The Whimpletons 
VILLAGE CHALLENGE RUNNER-UP Whimple VPA  
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Wasters of Whimple 
 

Solar celebration Thursday 20th October 8.00 - 9.00pm 
It is nearly a year since our 10:10 event to help people considering the installation 
of Solar PV panels and we estimate that 20 properties are currently generating in 
the village.  This has an estimated CO  saving of 24 tonnes per annum which is 
amazing. 

Some of us experienced problems with our installations and many others had 
trouble free generation.  All of us should have seen less electricity being drawn 
from grid and some of us will have received money. We would love to hear your 
experiences – good and bad and would welcome all of those who have installed or 
who are still thinking about it to come to the Victory Hall on 20th October to share 
your stories and statistics.  This will again be a free event but donations towards 
costs will be very gratefully received. 
 

Christmas Food Fayre – Saturday 19th November – 1.00 - 4.00pm 
 

Living in an agricultural area we would like to see how possible it is to ‗buy local‘ 
and avoid that supermarket shop.  We are working with an entrepreneur to set up 
an on-line buying system, which we hope would benefit local producers and 
consumers. 

We invite local producers (large or small) to attend a Food Fayre on Saturday 19th 
November in the Victory Hall.  Whether you already have an established business 
or are thinking of starting up, please contact us if you would like a table.  Ideally 
food should be produced within a 20 mile radius of Whimple.  

We hope this event will be a chance for villagers to place orders for all their 
Christmas food supplies at competitive prices.  It will also give consumers a chance 
to  meet local producers who may become involved in the on-line buying scheme. 

Please don‘t forget that Friends of Whimple School will be holding a Craft Fayre on 
Saturday 5th November to allow you the chance to buy local craft. 
 

Any enquiries please contact:  
 Jenny Sanders 01404 823015 jls.sanders@btinternet.com 
 Alison Betts  01404 823967 alison.betts@yahoo.co.uk 

AVON 
Stuck for gift ideas for Christmas? Please contact me to have a look at the 
current Avon brochure where you will find a range of make-up, skincare, 
fragrance, accessories, jewellery, lingerie, gift sets and much more!  

Jenny Parker 07900562452 

2 



 

37 

 
BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES 
 

                                                                                                         Est 1979 

 

 

                                                                  PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 

 

                                                           Call Barry 01297 552981 

                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        

 

Sarah Evans MFHT 

Treatment Room 

Offers a full range of beauty 

treatments & skincare advice 

Stockist of dermalogica 

products 

Tel 01404 822664 
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JULIAN WILSON 
Electrical Contractor 

 

1 Higher Woodhayes 
Farm 

Whimple 

 

Tel: 01404 822641 

 

Your Friendly local 

Bed and Breakfast 

David Brown 
Holway Barton 

Whimple 
Exeter 

Telephone: (01404 822477) 

 

Visiting Practice 

 

Day and evening 

Appointments by arrangement 

3,Railway Cottages 

Whimple 

Exeter 

 

01404 822372 
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It has been a relatively quiet time as we do not have a 
formal meeting in August, instead we were invited to the 
home of our secretary, Ann Bowden for an informal get 
together. This year was no exception and we enjoyed an 
excellent tea provided by members and were able to  wander around and admire 
the beautiful garden. Thank you Ann. The Autumn programme started with a talk 
by Gail Forester on Japanese kimonos. Not only did Gail tell us something of the 
history and traditions of the kimono and the obi, she also brought many exquisite 
examples for us to admire. We were pleased to welcome several visitors to the 
meeting. 

The informal craft group had a break during August but has recommenced 
its weekly meetings. 

We are always pleased to welcome new members. If you would like to join us 
please contact our President, Avril Ellingham (822945) for details. 

Rosemarie Burrows 

 

(not VAT registered) 

Please contact me for all 
your carpentry and joinery 
needs, i.e. doors, windows 
and furniture, I will be 
pleased to give you a 
quotation.  

    Email: jbrewer2410@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

Systematic Kinesiology 
“Is a gentle, relaxing holistic 

therapy with quick effective 
results” 

 Anxiety & stress   

 Digestive problems &  
food sensitivities 

 Learning difficulties 

 Muscular & back pain 
Experience a free 15min taster session 

this October 2011 
For enquires and bookings contact: 
Petrina Clarke, ASK Diploma, IHBC, ITEC 
NFSH 

01404 822687 or 07967143894 
www.naturalhealthandhealing.org.uk 

email:pcclarke1@yahoo.com  
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Louise Turner N.D. Hort 
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort 

Tel 01837 89285     Mob 07811781137 
  e-mail: info@goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk 

       www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk 

 Garden Design and Construction  
A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT 
PLANT ADVICE    -    FREE CONSULTATION 

Christian Aid Week 2011 
 

Our thanks are due to the 13 collectors and 250 donors in Whimple who 
contributed £1,204 for Christian Aid. Including the tax recovered under Gift Aid, 
the total comes to £1,336, just over the amount for 2010... Although the donors 
were fewer than last year , they were more generous. 

Collectors in Talaton raised a further £167 + tax recovered £24, a total of £191. 

In addition there was a most successful Casablanca film evening which made a 
profit of £305, so the grand total was £1,832. This is very encouraging at a time 
when many people are experiencing financial pressures. 

At the national level the amount normally raised is £14 million, a very significant 
part of Christian Aid's overall income.  

Be assured that your contribution will be put to good use to help the poorest in 
our world to have a better life. 

Aubrey Curry/ Rob Davis 
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

01404 822275 

Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF  
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   ` 
 
 
 

 
The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 

New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 
07817097721 

Email – mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman.. 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 
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The following item was, unfortunately, missed out from the last edition of Whimple 
News. So, with apologies to Andy, here it is: 

Of Misers and Scarecrows. 
Thanks to everyone who had a go at pin-pointing the Miser of Whimple‘s hidden 
stash on Village Day. Some of the clues were red herrings, but we had deemed 
that he used to hide his wad under the floorboards at his friend‘s house and would 
just access it when the latter had popped out on an errand to the shop. His friend 
―lived in a place that sounded both high and low‖. Yes that could have been 
Woodhayes or Slewton, for example, but in our clue setter‘s febrile state of mind it 
was the cottage known as ―Rat‘s Castle‖ (a castle sounds high and grand, but a 
rat‘s one wholly more lowly). No-one shared our clue setters warped thought 
processes as Rat‘s Castle remained unsullied by pinholes all afternoon. However 
the person nearest to it was Mrs Bridget North who has received the £20 prize. 
Thanks again to you all for your support. 

During the afternoon we were struck by the number of ladies who said there 
wasn‘t just ONE Miser of Whimple. They all seemed to know another; and 
invariably each identified a different Scrooge. Always this seemed to be the figure 
walking just behind them holding their umbrellas, bags and previous purchases – 
sometimes whilst propelling a buggy and restraining numerous infants! 

So you all know of at least one Miser!   Andy Bratt on behalf of the VPA. 
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WHIMPLE CHURCH 
www.whimplechurch.org 

Morning Coffee 

Firstly a big thank you to all those who helped with the Church Saturday Morning 
Coffee sessions throughout the Summer. The grand total of £796 was raised which 
will help to defray some of the costs of running the Church. We are also grateful 
for the support that we receive from our customers who appreciate the 
opportunity to meet up and make these sessions so happy and successful. 

After the long summer break we have returned to some normality with all our 
various groups meeting as usual Please feel free to come along to any of them—
you will receive a warm welcome. 

The Mothers‘ Union meets on the first Wednesday of every month at 2.30pm. 
Please contact Heather on 822051 or Margaret on 822257 for more information. 
The Mothers‘ Union are also making a plea for help with brass cleaning. If you 
would be able to help keep our beautiful church looking its best please contact 
Heather or Margaret. 

We have a number of Homegroups meeting regularly on Tuesday and Thursday 
evenings and also Thursday mornings. Full details are provided in The Link or 
contact admin@whimplechurch.org for more information 

Our youth groups have also restarted. Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays of every month. Please contact Ian and Maggie Spicer 823640 for further 
information. S Club 11 is for younger children and Impact is for children aged 10 to 
13. The Impact Group also hold social events on a regular basis and once a year 
have a weekend away. 

This years Impact weekend away at Bernard‘s Acre  will take 
place over the weekend of 14th - 16th October.  The 
weekend will be packed with great activities, games, chill-
out time with friends as well as opportunities to hear more 
about the Christian faith.  Please contact Ian and Maggie 
Spicer for further information (823640).  

Our Harvest Service this year was held earlier than usual on 
25th September. There are also harvest events taking place at other churches in 
our Mission Community.  

Please join us for our Remembrance Service on November 13th at 10.55am when 
we remember and give thanks for those who have given their lives for the peace 
and freedom we enjoy today.  

Further information about services and events in the life of Whimple Church as 
well other interesting articles can be found in The Link magazine.  Sample copies 
can be obtained free of charge from the back of the church, and monthly home 
delivery can also be arranged - please contact Dianne Goodwin 823476 for further 
details.   
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St Mary‘s Church Monthly Programme of Services 

  

1st Sunday   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP);  
 11.00am Morning Worship; 

2nd Sunday  11.00am Holy Communion; 

3rd Sunday   8.00am Holy Communion (BCP);  
 11.00am Celebration Service; 

4th Sunday  11.00am Morning Worship; 

5th Sunday  10.30am Churches4All joint service (various locations) 

Calling all Crafters 
If you have would like a stall at the Whimple 

Primary School Craft Fayre at the Hall on 5th 

November we still have a few tables available. 

Please could you e-mail a picture and description of 

your craft to me if you are interested. 

Walkersam66@gmail.com or contact me on 822649 

Sam Walker 

It‘s shoe box time again!  Whimple Church is 
participating again this year in Operation Christmas 
Child - packing up shoe boxes with toys for needy 
children.  To contribute a box this year, please 
contact Maggie Spicer (823201) or visit 
www.samari tanspurse.uk.com for more 
information.  

The process for finding a successor to Rob is now under way. There have been a 
number of joint meetings of all four Parochial Church Councils with the 
Archdeacon and the position should now be advertised. 

It is anticipated that interviews will take place in early December. 

During this time the responsibility for the operation of each Parish rests with its 
Churchwardens. In the event of the services of a priest being required for 
weddings, funerals, baptisms or any other purpose one of the churchwardens 
should be contacted. (David Smith 822123 or Steve Godsiff 822875). 
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For all your daily requirements  

of 

MILK, CREAM, EGGS, FRUIT JUICE  

ORGANIC, SOYA & GOATS MILK 

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES 

POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

also 

BIRD FOOD REQUIREMENTS AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

Delivered to your door 

SPIT ROAST SERVICES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Please contact 

VICTOR & MARIAN DANIEL 

Summerbridge, Whimple, Devon 

01404 822458  

 

                                                                                                                                   

 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

 

All aspects of plumbing undertaken 

Professional Wall & Floor Tiling 

24 hour emergency call-out 

NO CALL-OUT FEE 

Competitive Pricing – Free estimates 

 

No job to small – give us a call: 

 

07515 711907 or 07743 309096 

or 01626 859037 
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WARTS UPDATE 
 

Hello and welcome to all new and existing members 
of W.A.R.T.S (Whimple Against Rising Tariffs). As 
you will now be well aware, our aim is to 
periodically secure the services of the cheapest 
oil provider that we can to deliver to our 
members in the village.  

REMEMBER! 

We have now negotiated discounted boiler servicing, £66 + parts for Non-
Condensing Boiler and £71 + parts for Condensing Boiler (as against a normal 
price of £80 /£85 + parts). Due to popularity, an extra Monday in the month has 
now been added…   

So now:  EVERY 2nd AND 3rd MONDAY from JANUARY to DECEMBER may be 
booked for your service. No Price increases anticipated until 2012.  Please place 
your order with Graham on 01404 823317. 

BACK TO THE OIL 

Our last order was made on the 22nd August. We ordered 56,050 litres for 72 
households and achieved a price of 52.99 ppl + vat which was again better than 
our May order. 

 

Intended Order Dates for 2011/12   
 

Monday 28th November             Monday 30th January 

Monday 30th April                        Monday 13th August 
 

We would kindly remind you:  

ALL ORDERS FOR OIL SHOULD BE PLACED AT LEAST 

ONE WEEK BEFORE THE ABOVE ORDER DATES! 

 (Minimum order: 500 litres.  Please allow a further 10 days for delivery)  

 

 

All existing (and potential new) members with access to e-mail may contact me; 
Graham Batten with their order/*registration at utilitiesgb@btinternet.com.  
Whereas any without e-mail are invited to call John Aiton on 01404 823155. 

   (*Registration to include Name/Address/Postcode & Telephone Number) 
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Here we are again, back at school and we all thought we would have an Indian 
Summer – how wrong we were! The start of the term sees ten children joining us in 
Reception with  several children joining a range of year groups throughout the 
school. We welcome them and their families. The topics for the Autumn Term are 
‗The Romans‘ for key stage 2 and ‗My Busy Body‘ at key stage 1 and the Founda-
tion Stage. We will again be apple picking as part of Harvest Festival and anyone is 
welcome to our next Music Assembly on Tuesday October 18th at 2pm in the hall.  

Carole Shilston 

All of the school 
d i d  d i f f e r e n t 

sunflower designs for arts 
week which was close to the end of 

the summer term.  Year 1 did large 3D sunflowers 
which where beautiful!  

Year 2 and 3 did awesome Vincent Van Gogh. 
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Whimple School 
 

Craft Fayre 
 

5th November 1.00 - 4.00pm 
@ The Victory Hall 

 
Come along to see a wonderful mix of hand crafted, good 
quality products made by some of our best local Crafters. 

Make a start on your Christmas shopping with gifts that will be 
treasured by your loved ones or  why not just treat yourself. 

Refreshments and home-baked cakes and goodies available 
 

all proceeds to Whimple Primary School 

Year 4 and 5 drew and then coloured sunflowers 
using thick wax crayon. Then, the drawing was 
scrunched up into a tight ball and then opened 
out again leaving lots of cracks in the wax; this was 
painted over completely with poster paint which 
was then gently washed off leaving just some of 
the paint in the cracks. As you can see the results 
are fantastic. 

By Sam and Robbie (Year 6) 
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Whimple Primary School 

 Needs You 
 

 Would you like to be more involved with your local school? 

 Do you have some spare time? 

 Would you like to help us build on our ‗outstanding‘ Ofsted report? 

Over the next year a key part of the school improvement plan will be the 
development of the outside learning environment to benefit the children and the 
community. To do this we need some assistance and fundraising and are hoping 
that there are some community members who have the skills and time to support, 
or even manage one of the three projects that we hope to have completed by the 
end of 2012. 

The three projects are outlined below; 
 

1. 2012 reunion. After the successful joint exhibition with the Heritage 
Centre in 2010, we would now like to hold an event to invite former 
pupils back to the school. Next year the school celebrates its 2012 
‗Monthiversary‘ and this would be an ideal time to track down former 
pupils from all corners of the globe and invite them back to celebrate the 
success of the school. 

2. Improve outside learning by developing the area below the double 
mobile. We would like to develop this area into a landscaped garden. 
Garden design, new fencing, walls, decking and gardening may be 
needed, hopefully at little or no cost. Do you have the time, skills and 
interest to lead on this project in 2012? 

3. Developing the Multi Use Games Area and orchard for school and 
community use. The site would benefit all users if it had toilet facilities. 
Could we get funding for an ‗Eco Classroom‘ for the pupils and the 
community to use? Would you be interested in leading or being 
involved in such a challenge? Do you represent a community group that 
would like to work with us to chase funding and make this happen? 

 

If you would like to be involved or think you could help lead any of these projects 
let us know by emailing us on admin@whimple-primary.devon.sch.uk 
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THE OTTERY ST MARY & DISTRICT HELP SCHEME 

AN IDYLLIC DAY AT THE CADHAY JAZZ PICNIC  

ON THURSDAY 2nd JUNE    
The weather gradually improved all week to make a perfect day: sunny 
and warm with occasional puffy clouds and a cooling breeze.  
Cadhay Gardens were in the best of health and beauty - the 
gardeners should be very proud of such a graceful display, all 
lovingly tended and manicured.  The pond was edged with 
bright rhododendrons, thick with water lilies just breaking 
bud, baby ducks scuttling across the leaves and scooting 
around the water. 

 Strollers and tea-takers started arriving on the dot of 
4.00pm and gradually a large crowd built up on the lawn, bringing blankets and 
picnic baskets, tables and chairs.  Soon after City Steam had swung into action at 
5.30, the car park was full and overflowing along the drive verges.  What a great 
scene – groups and individuals all peacefully enjoying the happy rhythms of 
traditional jazz, children playing barefoot on the grass and pushing each other on 
a swing hung from a huge tree-branch.  Wherever you looked, feet and hands 
were on the move, tapping to the music. 

The Tombola sold out.  The cakes sold out.  The ice-cream bicycle was in constant 
demand.  During the intervals many wandered in the gardens or strolled round to 
The Barn tearoom for strawberry cream scones, a hot cup of tea or coffee, and on 
into the allotments to admire the neat rows. 

At the 8.30 finish the audience drifted away, little ones in parents‘ arms, ending 
excellent family entertainment in the midst of the best of English countryside. 

Sincere thanks go to Cadhay for generously making the grounds available to the 
Help Scheme for this fund-raising event.  A happy combination of magnificent 
weather, beautiful venue, excellent music and generous hearts enabled a final 
profit of £1,003.75.  This will contribute to continuing Help Scheme work in an 
area which reaches from Talaton and Feniton in the north, as far as Newton 
Poppleford in the south, giving much needed support to local residents in times of 
illness or life-changing circumstances.  If you would like to know more about how 
the Help Scheme can help you, or if you are interested in volunteering, please call 
Jane on 01404 816700.                   B Pugh 

Strawberry Tea Party 
Thank you to everyone who supported the tea party on 17th 
August. Your generosity, both practical and financial, resulted 
in £350 being sent to the Breast Cancer Care charity.  

Pam Scanlan 
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with L’Oreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  

 
Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 

“All your chimney needs” 
 

Alf Butler 
Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 

registered Company 

 

The Whimple News Team 
welcomes input to the 
magazine and encourages 
local traders and businesses 
to advertise with us. 

However the v iews 
expressed in Whimple 
News articles are those of 
the contributors and not of 
the Whimple News Team 
and, similarly, we cannot 
endorse the goods and 
services that are advertised 
in the magazine.  
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Classics Galore! 
An evening of popular light classical music in aid of FORCE 

The Exeter Cancer Charity 

The Exeter Symphony Orchestra : The Lympstone S W Telecoms Brass Band 
The Ottery Choral Society : The chorus of St David‘s Players : 

and soloist Penny Daw 
 

including: 
Knightsbridge March : Panis Angelicus : Marching with Sousa : Zadok The Priest : 

Crown Imperial: Wine, Women & Song : Battle Hymn of the Republic : Vilia : 
Death or Glory : Procession of the Nobles 

And many more……including a ―Proms‖ style finale with Rule, Britannia!, etc.  
 

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 12TH, 2011 at 7.30pm (doors open 6.30pm) 
THE GREAT HALL, UNIVERSITY OF EXETER 
Tickets from: The organisers - 01392 832405 

Exeter Visitor Information & Tickets - 01392 665885 
For further details visit:  www.classicsgalore.co.uk 
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M A G Windows 
 

for double glazing 

and replacement doors 

Stoneygate,  Whimple  

01404 823078 
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Whimple Parish Council (whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com) 
Chairman: John Griffiths 823480 
Clerk: Gerri Turner,  823385 
St. Mary’s Church 
Church Warden: David Smith 822123 
SClub11, Impact & Contact: Phil and Rebecca Dominy 822163 
Devon County Councillor 
Peter Bowden 823450 
East Devon Councillor 
Martin Gammell 823535 
Whimple Primary School (admin@whimple-primary.devon.sch.uk) 
Headteacher: Mrs. S. Langley 822584 
Chair of Governors: Maria Wallis 823992  
Whimple History Society 
Chairman: David Rastall 822486 
Secretary: Roger Smith 822244 
Whimple Mothers Union 
Margaret Burrough  822257  
Whimple Pre-School & Toddler Group (whimplepreschool.weebly.com) 
Chair:  Samantha Walker   822649 
Playleader: Tanya Chitty 823549  
Toddlers:  Louise Fenner 822272 
Whimple Womens Institute 
President: Avril Ellingham 822945 
Secretary: Ann Bowden 823450 
Whimple Over Sixties Club  
Beryl Iball 822905 
Whimple Recreation Trust 
Knowle Cross Sports Ground: Mr P. Garratt 891206 
Whimple Village Produce Association. 
Chairman, Adrian Williams 822430  
Whimple Football Club 
Chairman: Geoff Delves, Secretary: Karen Delves 823258 
Whimple Tennis Club 
Secretary: Roddy Bridge  822057  
Treasurer: Adrian Rushworth  823276 
Whimple Cricket Club 
Booking Secretary: Karen Delves 823258 
Whimple Victory Hall 
Chair; Maria Wallis 823992 
Secretary: Pam Scanlan 822262 
Booking Sec: Ali Tierney 822724 
Whimpletons 
Ed Hitchcock 823194 
Wasters of Whimple 
Jenny Sanders 823015 
Alison Betts 823967 
St. Mary's Bellringers 
Captain: Liz Silk  822389 
Whimple Scout Group 
Group Scout Leader (and Marquee Booking): Alex Spry 822844 
Whimple Book Group 
Katy Howard 823038 
Whimple Youth Club 
Leaders: Mino 07902 651989 or Sue 07964 211195     
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WN74 

Editor 
Ed Hitchcock   823194 

Production 
Bob Scanlan   822262 
Sally Wilde    823246 
Delivery and Advertising 
Ed & Nicky Hitchcock  823194 
Community diary 

Nicky Hitchcock   823194 
Treasurer 
Miles Leonard   822415 
 

 

The Whimple News Team 
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LIVING AND SELLING LOCALLY 

HALLS ARE PLEASED TO OFFER 
THE FOLLOWING SERVICES 
 

 FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS 

 STRONG LOCAL KNOWLEDGE 

 SUPERB COLOUR DETAILS 

 HIGH IMPACT ADVERTISING 

 FREE VALUATIONS 

 ACCOMPANIED VIEWING 

 FLOOR PLAN SERVICE 

 RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS 
 

TEL: 01404 812000 

View all properties on the UK’s No.1 
website: ww.rightmove.co.uk 

15 Broad St, Ottery St Mary, EX11 1BY 

Tel: 01404 812000   Fax: 01404 815777 
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The New  Fountain Inn 
Whimple, Devon 

A Traditional Olde Freehouse Village Inn 
 

As recommended by CAMRA ,  
The Good Beer Guide, The Real Ale Guide  

and the Quiet Pint Guide 
 
 

Real Ales 
Home Cooking 

 

Lunchtime & Evening Meals 7 days a Week 
 

Sunday Roasts etc - Vegetarian Choices 
Handmade Desserts, Children’s Menu  

& Toddler Portions 
 

Join us for a Friendly Drink, Bar Snack or 
an A La Carte Meal 

Bookings are Advisable 
 

Tel: 01404 822350 


