
 

1  

 Feb/March 2016 

 

 



 

2 

 

  

 
 

The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and relaxed stay 
at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which transfers 
are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 
 

MUSIC DATES 
 

Hot Club or Stonehouse - Sunday 14th February  

Eventine - Friday 26th February  

Castletown - Sunday 20th March  

The Embezzlers - Friday 25th March  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

DustAway 
 

All Work and no play,  
We are here to help  

 

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service 
 

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly  
or One-off Cleans. 

 

Moving house, holiday lets, 
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.  

We also offer an Ironing service 
Fully insured ς all materials supplied 

 

Please call 
Jill 07818484864 

or Tracey 07727168817 
 

V.A.T. Reg. No. 169 7014 86 

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
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Whatõs On In Whimple 

 

February  
 

12th (Friday) Front Row Club ð Victory Hall 7.30pm ð õ45 yearsõ Details page 37 
18th The Whimpletons -  ôJack and the Beanstalkõ, 7.30pm Victory Hall  
19th The Whimpletons -  ôJack and the Beanstalkõ, 7.30pm Victory Hall  
20th The Whimpletons -  ôJack and the Beanstalkõ, 2.00pm Victory Hall  
20th The Whimpletons -  ôJack and the Beanstalkõ, 7.30pm Victory Hall  
 Details page 11  
26th History Society Talk at the Victory Hall 7.30pm; ôSmuggling in Devonõ with 

Robert Hesketh 
27th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall , 12.00noon ð 1.30pm 
27th Front Row Club Victory hall 7.30pm ð ôMaltese Falconõ Details page 37 
 

March  
 

10th Godspell at St Maryõs Church 7.30pm ð details page 15 
11th Godspell at St Maryõs Church 7.30pm ð details page 15 
12th Godspell at St Maryõs Church 7.30pm ð details page 15 
12th Pre School Easter Egg Hunt ð details to follow 
18th History Society AGM, Victory Hall 7.30pm, followed by Martin Horrell talking 

on ô Medieval Rood Screensõ 
19th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall , 12.00noon ð 1.30pm 
19th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall ð 7.30pm ð ôSelmaõ Details page 37  
22nd Whimple School Easter Bingo ð details page 33 
 

April  
 

  2nd Book Exchange opens at the Heritage Centre ð details page 9 
  9th Front Row Club Victory Hall 7.30pm ðôThe lady in the vanõ details page 37 
14th Whimple Church Fete Planning Meeting  at St Maryõs Church 7.00pm ð details 

pages 21 and 28 
16th VPA coach trip to the Cardiff Spring Show ð details page 30 
29th History Society talk at the Victory Hall 7.30pm ð ôMetal Detectingõ with Tex 

Hart 
 

May  
 

14th VPA Spring Plant Sale and Coffee Morning ð details page 30 
 

June  
 

11th Whimple Church Fete 2.30pm ð details to follow 
11th VPA trip to Hestercombe ð details to follow 
 

July  
 

  3rd - 10th Whimple Village Week 
  9th Whimple Day 
 

August 

13th VPA annual Flower Show ð details page 31 
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If your Association has an event which you would like listed in õWhatõs on...õ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 

Ed the Ed 
 

Welcome to your February/March edition of the Whimple News ð and it is a very 
special welcome because this is the 100th edition since we took over the magazine 
back in July 1999. Some of our original team have moved away from the village   - 
some have stayed in the belief that they will be let off for good behaviour. We have 
also welcomed new people to our small but perfectly formed team, so a warm 
thanks to all connected with this great little magazine, including our valiant 
distributers. We have included some examples of articles we have published over 
the years, in pages 12 and 13. I want to pay tribute to the valuable technical input 
from Bob Scanlan, who has dragged this magazine into modern times, as he says on 
page 12. Who would have thought that the News would have an online version in 
2014? 

One of the joys of having a bunch of amateurs putting the magazine together is that 
occasionally we will make a boo-boo. I put my hand up to a public boo-boo I made 
with the centre page spread with the Christmas dates for the church services ð we 
didnõt have the valuable reviewing eyes of our proof readers running the ruler of 
good sense etc over it ð the church times quoted were from last year, so my humble 
apologies to people who were inconvenienced by that. I have already apologised to 
Chris Martin, and he understands my incompetence. 

We had a number of villagers pass away during the Christmas period ð those that I 
know about include Edith Grout, Graham Fowle, Ena Joyce, Bill Richards and Babs 
Kitcher ð our thoughts are with all their families. 

We held the annual Wassail on Saturday 16th January, starting at the New Fountain, 
with Queen Annabel and Prince Ben doing the honours. Thanks to Dom and the 
team for opening early, and to all the orchard owners and suppliers of the Wassail 
Cup. I was pleased to be able to start the Wassail at the Fountain, and then to ôpass 
the smock of leadershipõ to Nick Bloomfield who bravely led some 150 people 
round the orchards, ending up at the Cricket Club. Thanks to Nick, and to Jim 
Causley for leading the music, and for entertaining up at the Cricket Club; and 
thanks to Ray Horn for his support as ôThe Fireman in the orchardsõ.  

Thanks also to the good people who answered the advert in the last magazine 
about help to deliver magazines up Lillypond Lane. I had a keen volunteer within a 
day of distributing the last edition! 

If  you would like to submit an article for the April/May edition, then please send it 
either direct to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, or just drop it in the Dairy 
Cottage mail box by Monday 7th March - thanks. 

Last time, we received an anonymous 2 page short story, which was kind, but we 
prefer to know who our contributors are, so please contact me ð thanks!  

Ed H 
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Happy New Year to you all.  

We had a busy December and are now taking stock of things we can do to improve 
the shop. There are some structural works we have to do to make the property 
more secure and we hope to be able to install a new kitchen area to make this a 
more useable space for us. 

We also hope to be able to invest in some new fridges and freezers to help us to 
reduce our carbon footprint by providing more energy efficient equipment which 
will be easier to clean with less bits dropping off. 

We may also have to install more security equipment but we are looking into other 
options with the help of our community police officers who are helping us to deal 
with shop lifting issues. Hopefully with their support and the continuing support of 
parents and villagers this issue can be addressed in a less intrusive way. 

All of these works are likely to cause a bit of disruption but we will aim to carry on 
business as usual. 

There is still the ongoing work to the decaying woodwork around the front of the 
shop and we hope to get a specialist onto securing this soon. We would ask for 
people to be considerate to customers and those working in and around the shop, 
by not driving too close to the properties. The walls have been hit three times in 
recent months and this is very worrying for obvious reasons to the structure of the 
building but more importantly to people walking nearby. We have to access the 
property at irregular hours, sometimes late at night and sometimes early in the 
morning and it is often dangerous, with cars driving too fast and too close. We 
would politely ask for people to spread the word that the gap between the shop and 
The Jays is only really suitable for one vehicle so please be kind and give way, rather 
than squeezing through. 

Post Office 

There may be an increase in demand at the Post Office due to the closing of the PO 
at Cranbrook Vets. This will probably slow down again once the PO at Cranbrook 
eventually opens. We understand it has been delayed due to the unavailability of 
suitable phone connections. 

Just a quick reminder that our last collection during the week is 5pm and we have to 
have everything ready for the Postman to collect at that time. We have been told 
that we should not make him wait as this can roll on to make all his other collections 
late. We need on average 10 -15 minutes to get the end of day banking and post 
ready for collection so please try to get things to us before 4.30pm to ensure it will 
go that day. If we are busy between 4.30 and 5pm we may have to ask 
you to wait whilst we process the end of day collections. Unfortunately 
with just the one counter we have little option but to give 
priority to the work we have in already. 



 

9 

 

 

Graham Fowle 

We were very sad at the recent loss of Graham. He was very kind to us when we 
took over the shop and we were very grateful for all of his help and support. We will 
remember him fondly. 

Mark and Jenny 822316 

 

A new BOOK EXCHANGE coming to Whimple in April  
 

The History Society will be starting a Book Exchange in the newly refurbished 
wing at the rear of the Heritage Centre. Free to use on a ôreturn after readingõ 
basis, the BOOK EXCHANGE will be open every Saturday and Wednesday 
afternoon from April 2nd . 

Can you help us open with a good variety of reading material? 

If you have any books to add to our library can you please contact Sue Ayres on 
823082 or email sue@reubenayres.com. I  can collect or arrange for you to 

deliver.  

We would also be interested in acquiring books in large print. 

Many thanks - Sue Ayres 
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ôWN100õ can be found in the top corner of page 62 of this issue of Whimple News. 
As Ed points out in his editorial this reminds us that this is the 100th edition  
produced by the current Whimple News Team in the 17years since July 1999.  

Whimple News is, however, even older than that. Nine years earlier, in 1990, Sarah 
and David Smith put together the first edition which was photocopied on the Parish 
Council photocopier and then sent around the village.  

This came to an end 17 years ago when the Parish Council handed over to the 
present team and Whimple News became a self-sufficient village magazine funded 
entirely by advertising and the generosity of donors. 

Over the last 17 years it has tried to keep up with the times. Our first editions were 
mainly text with a few line drawings as we had no way of reproducing photographs 
back then. The master pages of the magazine were printed out and sent off to a 
printer to be duplicated and each time came back as a large pile of single sheets 
ready to be collated. Many, many hours were spent walking round and round Edõs 
dining table, always clockwise I recall, picking up one page at a time to assemble 
every copy of the mag individually. One lucky member was in charge of the long 
reach stapler that finally pinned each copy together. Of course assembling Whimple 
News was a task that had to be suitably fuelled and dizziness was, understandably, 
not the only reason that the team could be seen staggering home afterwards. 

As time went by we set out to improve the magazine. Pictures began to appear as 
half tone prints made up of little dots in the same way as those that used to appear 
in newspapers. Later we were able to include real photographs, and now on special 
occasions these appear in colour.  

The real breakthrough for us came with printing machines that not only printed both 
sides of each page in one go but automatically collated and stapled them together 
as well. The wear on Edõs dining room carpet was immediately and dramatically 
reduced. 

Technology today means that this copy of Whimple News will be sent to the printer 
through the ether using the magic of ôthe cloudõ. The first time it appears on paper is 
when all of the copies are back with Ed ready to distribute. 

Like the proverbial old axe that had several new handles and a few new heads, 
membership of the team has changed over the years but some of us have been 
there from the beginning. If you would like to be part of the Whimple News Team 
and help take it forward for at least another 100 issues, have a word with Ed and 
come and join us. We would welcome your help. 
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WN1 - July 1999 

Our first issue introduced the new team which included 
four members who are still part of that team - Ed and Nicky 
Hitchcock, Miles Leonard and me. 

As well as thanking Sarah and David for previous editions it 
covered issues such as closure of the childrenõs playground, 
the opening of the new Doctorõs Surgery, the retirement of 
Herbert Breyley the long standing Chairman of the Parish 
Council, a report from Miles on his first Whimple Day 
(Village Day in the Square), and rumours from Gordon, the 
then Postmaster, of possible closure of the Post Office. 

WN25 - September 2003 

Issue 25 included an article from Eric Whiteway on 
ôWhimple Streamsõ, news of the closure of Otter Mill with a 
number of job losses, a report on Village Week with thanks 
to the WI and Zena for making new bunting, and John 
Munslow saying that our area was (and probably still is) in 
the top 20 safest places in the country to live. 

WN50 - October 2007 

Issue 50 had a report on another successful VPA show, 
concerns about parking in The Square, an invitation from 
Jenny and Alison to be part of a new village organisation 
that subsequently became Wasters of Whimple, an article 
from Sally on driving her classic 1973 VW beetle back to its 
original home at the Karmann factory at Osnabr¿ck and 
home again, the History Society reported on their Cider 
with Roadies event which welcomed the schoolchildren 
and Susie Langley their new Head Teacher 

WN75 - December 2011 

Issue 75 was the Christmas edition with adverts for 
seasonal events and the now familiar centre pages of 
holiday opening times, the second of the, now regular, 
reports from our District Councillor - at that time Martin 
Gammell, and details of a half-muffled peal which was to 
be rung in memory of Joy Little who was a former 
Whimple bellringer and had been Whimpleõs oldest 
resident and had reached the grand age of 101. 
 

Bob Scanlan 
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Councillorõs Report 
 

Once again it is time to bring you the news from East Devon and 
County Hall Exeter as we all settle back into the routine of our 
daily lives. Days full of Christmas cheer, far too much food, a 
dodgy knee and endless trips to the ATM - but with three 
grandchildren to fill the house for a month we have been blessed. 

A return to work came far too quickly and planning, budgets and roads soon 
dominated my time, interrupted only by flood warnings and incessant rain. The 
changes in the weather have demanded the very best of our highway and drainage 
teams and I am pleased to say they have done well. Better forecasting and some 
excellent work by road wardens and parish volunteers made a real difference. We 
still have some way to go and the enormity of the task to improve a service as we 
are obliged to further reduce our budgets has not been lost on anyone.  

At last we are now ready to consider the Local Plan which has been found ôsoundõ 
by the inspectors but requires that we accept a number of Main Modifications. Most 
are agreeable to all but issues around the number of Gypsy/Traveller sites we have 
to provide throughout the area and the Sidford development plan will generate a lot 
of discussion. The total number of homes, a five year land supply and the proposed 
site developments at Clyst St Mary and in Sidmouth (the Knowle) are given the 
stamp of approval. The land supply issue is critical to the defence of our settlement 
boundaries and I am delighted that Whimple Parish has made good progress with 
the Neighbourhood Plan. Acceptance by the Council and the EDDC Planning Team 
of our parish boundaries is probably the most important step forward we can make. 

One issue of concern relates to the railhead at the inter-modal freight terminal 
planned for the ôSainsbury Siteõ. Whilst Lidl have taken the option of the site for a 
warehouse and distribution centre the Inspector accepts that major constraints 
mean that the railhead cannot be put in place at this time. I am disappointed with 
this decision but accept the engineering arguments that have been put forward. 
Members of the Rail User Group will also be disappointed but I hope that their 
interventions into the franchise process and comments to SWT will have an effect. 
Exeter, East Devon and Teignbridge have made a joint response to the consultation 
ð and a comprehensive document it is. As it is only in draft I cannot release a copy 
but I will tell Roger as soon as it is published. 

Government pressure to reduce our budgets continues and in both County and 
District Councils some searching questions are being asked. Devon County has 
decided to accept the governmentõs offer of a ôring-fencedõ 2% increase in precept 
in order to cover the added costs arising from the Adult Social Care and Living 
Wage legislation. This is not a grant ð you will pay for it. It will raise some 
Ã6.6million towards a bill that will rise to over Ã7.5million during the year. It means 
that the missing Ã1million must come from somewhere and therefore every budget 
in DCC will feel the pinch. As it happens, DCC are to reduce expenditure by 
another Ã24million in the coming year.  In EDDC, the pressures are the same and 
changes presently under discussion regarding the future of Business Rates. The 
impact of recently awarded Enterprise Zones and the Community Infrastructure 
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Levy makes decisions much more difficult to reach when the future is not certain. 
Nevertheless discussions and debate in both councils will continue until March and 
both authorities are considering increases in precept (as are the police and fire 
services). A number of parish councils have proposed increases in precept to cover 
their extra costs. These parish increases are not fettered by government as are the 
increases in County and District. 

Pressures to spend more are constant, nowhere more so than in the ôPeopleõ budget 
which anticipates an increase in numbers of Looked after Children from 605 to 687 
and an increase in Adult Care expenditure exceeding Ã5million. It will always be 
difficult to contain spending when a statutory duty to meet the needs of vulnerable 
children and adults is difficult to predict but the budget is realistic and challenging. 
Moves by Government to change the way local services and needs are met suggest 
that grant distribution will be seriously reduced. This year DCC will see a reduction 
of Ã28.2million in our core funding ð almost 16%. 

Elsewhere the future of a quarry at Straitgate (Daisymount), the Cranbrook 
extension plans, Highway maintenance and support, Flood Alleviation issues, care of 
Foster Children and Village Planning issues all ensure a busy but often satisfying life. 

I just wish we could enjoy at least one rising budget somewhere!! 

If you need help please call at anytime. At home 823450  
at Devon County peter.bowden@devon.gov.uk  
at East Devon  pbowden@eastdevon.gov.uk  

Peter 

darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 
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Could You Help with an Election? 
 

EDDC is currently preparing for the Police and Crime 
Commissioner May 2016 elections and are looking to appoint 
new temporary staff to help out. There are various roles 
available: 

Presiding Officers - responsible for the conduct of the ballot in the 
polling stations and must have a good knowledge of the voting 
procedures.  Hours of work: 6.15am to10.15pm (without leaving the polling station) 
on 5th May 2016. 

Poll Clerk - to assist the Presiding Officer in the conduct of the ballot in the polling 
stations.  Hours of work: 6.15am to 10.15pm (without leaving the polling station) on 
5th May 2016. 

Verification/Count Assistant - to open ballot boxes, ensure the contents agree with 
the Ballot Paper Accounts and then count the votes for each candidate in the 
election. Hours of work: (verification) 10.45pm to finish, on night of 5th May 2016 
and (count) 10.00am to finish, on Friday 6th May 2016. 

Postal Vote Issuers - working in pairs, checking against lists that the correctly 
numbered ballot papers are inserted into the postal packs. Recording numbers and 
then sealing and counting the envelopes.  Hours of work: 9.00am to 5.00pm on 
Monday 18th April 2016. 

Postal Vote Openers - working in pairs, opening and checking contents of 
envelopes. Check data against a computer screen (instruction given) and counting 
number of ballot papers received. Hours of work: 9.00am to 1.00pm and 2.00pm to 
5.00pm, from Monday 25th April to Wednesday 4th May 2016.  Please note that 
sessions are held depending on volume of postal votes received. 

The rates of pay for election staff will be confirmed prior to the election. 

If you are interested, please contact Electoral Services on 01395 517402 or email 
elections@eastdevon.gov. 

 

Milk Bottle Top Collection 
 

Sadly due to a bereavement in the family I will no longer be collecting milk 
bottle tops at the back of the church for recycling. I thank everyone who kindly 
supported the effort to assist Southampton General Hospitalõs specialist eye 
department in their research towards treatment of macular degeneration. 

Bottle tops can be recycled, to save landfill, at the Pinhoe Recycling Centre. 
They go in the same container as plastic bottles. 

Jane Clements 
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WHIMPLE CHURCH FETE 

Saturday 11th June 2016 at 2.30 pm 
 

A PLANNING MEETING for the Church Fete will be held on Thursday 14th April 
2016 at 7.00pm in St Maryõs Church, Whimple. 

The ôCrockery Bashõ stall was a huge success last year but we have no crockery left! 
If you are having a clear out and would like to donate crockery, we would be 
delighted to have it in advance.  

We have always had wonderful support from the community. If you are unable to 
attend our Planning Meeting but would like to assist as in previous years, or if you 
are a newcomer and would like to help, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 
us.  

With thanks, 

Mike and Tamara Snell Tel: 822565 
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Your Friendly local 

Bed and Breakfast 

David and Diane Brown 
Holway Barton 

Whimple  
Exeter 

Telephone: (01404 822477) 

 

Visiting Practice  

 

Day and evening  

Appointments by arrangement  

Registered Member of the British 
Chiropody and Podiatry Association 

3,Railway Cottages  

Whimple  

Exeter  

 

01404 822372  

Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or email  

barryseaforth@gmail.com  
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets  

personal care and attention  

 

(now also looking after small animals ) 

01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF  

 

ENA RUBY JOYCE  
25th August 1918 to 15th December 2015 

 

Desir®e, Susan, Ron and Families wish to thank everyone for the very kind cards, 
messages and thoughts of sympathy on the death of Ena/Mum. We also thank 
those who attended St Maryõs Church on Tuesday 5th January to say their 
ôGoodbyeõ to Mum and for the generous donations to The Royal British Legion 
and the Devon Air Ambulance.  

The service was what Mum wanted and for which we give our grateful thanks to 
Revõd Chris Martin who relaxed us all with his quiet unassuming manner, his 
verger and organist. Thank you also to F.J.Luxton & Sons, Funeral Directors of 
Ottery St Mary who were so dignified and unrushed. It was lovely to see so 
many people in the church and at the cricket pavilion for Mumõs ôAfternoon 
Teaõ. 

A last note, as only six of us took part, Mum began her journey to the church 
from the drive of 5 Dincehill Close! For that we convey our thanks to Chris, who 
now resides at No.5, for allowing this to happen. 

RIP Mum, Nana, Great Nana, Great Great Nana and a friend to so many - keep 
smiling your lovely smile down on us all. 
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Join us for lunch   

on Saturday  27th February  

and Saturday 19th March  

 

Would YOU like to hire our  
community minibus? 

 

Ottery Help Scheme manages a minibus on behalf of the Ottery & District Hospital 
League of Friends. The minibus is a fantastic local resource and is available to hire to 
individuals and groups in Ottery St Mary and its surrounding areas. The minibus is 
currently underused and we are very keen to advertise its availability to ensure that 
all those who could benefit from using it, do so. 

The minibus has 14 passenger seats and is specially adapted with a tail-lift so that it 
can also cater for wheelchair users. It is available to hire to any person or group who 
has a need for example someone who finds it difficult to use a bus car or train, has 
limited mobility, is in ill-health or is vulnerable in some other way. If you are not sure 
if you fall into any of these categories, please do give the Help Scheme a call and we 
let you know. 

The minibus is driven by our own volunteer drivers and is charged at Ã0.85 per 
mile. Or it can be hired by other not-for-profit organisations who have their own 
Section 19 Permit.  

At the moment we have various individuals and social groups who use the minibus 
for social outings, health and well-being appointments or other events. 

The minibus will be made available to anyone who can show a need. To learn more 
call Helen Harms Chief Officer on 813041. 

 


