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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whatõs On in Whimple  

 
 
 

 

August 
10th VPA Annual Flower Show, Victory Hall.  
 

September 
  7th ôVoices of Abbaõ and ôCarnaby Streetõ ð Whimple Cricket Club; details 

on page 27 
  9th Victory Hall AGM 7.00pm 
14th Scouts Table Top sale ð details on page 16 
14th Devon Historic Churches Trust sponsored  cycle ride 
14th Front Row Club Victory Hall - AGM 7.00pm followed by ôArgoõ at 

7.30pm - details on page 12 
20th History Society Talk, Victory Hall 7.30pm ð ôRAF Exeter in World War 

Twoõ with John Smith 
22nd Harvest Festival Service followed by lunch - details on page 50 
28th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm 
 

October 
  5th Wasters of Whimple 2.00 ð 4.00pm Skills Workshop.  Details in a 

future edition of the News 
12th Front Row Club Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm 
25th History Society Quiz Night, Victory Hall, 7.30pm 
26th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm 
26th Villages in Action at the Victory Hall 8.00pm ð Music/theatre from 

Simon Egerton ð details on page 20 
27th  Apple pressing at the Heritage Centre 
 

November 
  9th Front Row Club Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm 
22nd History Society Talk, Victory Hall 7.30pm Roger Smith on ôWhitewaysõ  
23rd Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm 
28th  Sarah Pepper Flower Demonstration - details to follow 
 

December 
  4th  Front Row Club Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm 
  6th Over 65õs Christmas Party - Victory Hall 7.30pm 
14th Soup and Sarnie Christmas Special Lunch, Victory Hall, 12.00noon  
14th Front Row Club Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 
Reg No: C7050 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
ñññ 

 

 

 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

Music Dates  

Late Shift - Aug 23rd  

Magic Worms - Sept 27th  
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Ed the Ed 
 

Having kicked off my last editorial about ôstill waiting for summerõ I have to admit 
that it is well and truly hereéthe streets of Whimple are now thronged at mid-day 
with hundreds of Englishmen in Panama hats with mad dogs perambulating their 
way round the village. And on alternate days they have life jackets and rain coats! 
Variety is the spice of life in Whimple.  

Well done to young Bob Scanlan and his hard-working team who masterminded the 
excellent Village Week that we all enjoyed.  One year you have to delay the Village 
Day because of torrential rain and the next you stand in the beer tent and watch 
your beer/cider/pimms evaporate in front of your very eyes. Have you noticed that 
we have a small gang of people who obviously want a second career as bar 
workers, because you will always see the same old faces at events like the bar at the 
pantomime, the School Fete and Village Day..what selfless sacrifice. See if you can 
spot them in our centre spread of photos! 

We have a wide range of articles for you this month and we hope that there is 
something for everyone. One excellent article on page 39 is about gauging interest 
in a Basic Computer Skills Course under the sponsorship of the Parish Council ð well 
done to Alan McArthur for his hard work here. If you would like to take advantage 
of this great offer, please contact Alan as soon as possible.  

I would like to apologise for the use of the ôCõ word in the Post Office article ð far 
too early! 

I am delighted to offer you another conversation with my friend Lucy Smith, and I 
hope that in the next edition we can find some room for photos of the ôRainbow 
Revueõ, a village variety show that Lucy took part in. 

Apropos of nothing, I was reading recently of someone who had just returned from 
a holiday to New Zealand, and was very confused by a regular airport 
announcement they kept hearing for ôMystic chickensõ. It was only by the end of the 
holiday that they realised they were mishearing an announcement with a strong Kiwi 
accent, for ôDomestic Check-insõ. Made me smile anyway! 

Many thanks to Brenda and the Quiz teams at the Farmer for their kind donation of 
Ã53 for the News, and to the anonymous donor at the Post Office. 

I welcomed Sue Draycott with the launch of her new photographic business in the 
Feb/March edition; recently I asked Sue to take some family photos and I was highly 
delighted with the quality ð I know Sue was fighting an uphill battle with her subjects 
but we loved the results. So it is good to know that our advertisers provide excellent 
service to their customers.  

If you would like to contribute to the next edition of the Whimple News, then please 
either leave it with ôSmall Outletõ at the Post Office, or send it through the ether to 
bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by Monday 16th Septemberéthank you.  

Ed H 
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            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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Whimple Post Office News 

I know many of you enjoy Courtney's Apple Juice, well there are two new 
additions to the family, one including beetroot, and one with added ginger. 

Both of these new products are very different and are a welcome addition to 
their range. We will be stocking these new flavours very soon and hope you 
will enjoy trying them. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
After mentioning mobile top ups last time, we have been greatly encouraged 
by the increase in the number of them we have sold recently, which tells us 
we must remind everyone now and then of the different things we can do for 
you. 

We keep Euros in the branch and can instantly exchange them for sterling on 
demand. We are happy to exchange amounts from 5  to 500 euros (any 
amounts higher we can order in within 24 hours). So if you have any euros (in 
units of 5) left after your holiday bring them into us and we will happily 
change them for you. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Save money this Christmas by sending overseas parcels by surface mail. 

If you have presents to send to Australia or New Zealand, consider sending 
them by surface mail. You will need to be ready with them earlier, however 
but the rewards are considerable especially if you have several to send. 

Last posting dates will be released soon. 

Whimple Christmas cards will be out soon. We have sourced some really 
different designs for you this year including a new drawn design by Lewis 
Greenslade -Trump, which we know will be as popular as it was last year. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
Our grateful thanks for your support 

Jim and Alison Creasy 
Whimple Post Office Tel 822359 
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Isca Funeral Services  
 

Isca funeral services are an independent Funeral  

Directors run by Michael and Carla Hull.  

 

We are here to help, listen, and give advice  

24 hours a day.  

 

01392 421998 

 
2 Okehampton Street  

Exeter 

EX4 1DW 

 

24 hrs 07834 243 598 

office 01392 421998  

Home 01392 879693  

 

www.funeraldirectorsexeter.co.uk  

Michael@funeraldirectorsexter.co.uk  
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The Bellringersõ Outing - A Ringerõs Tale 
What a day it turned out to be;  sunny morning promised 
a good one.  We had not expected the Farmers Market in 
the square at Axbridge though. The ringers disregarded it 
stoically and climbed the central tower for the heaviest six 
of the day at 19cwt. Sonorous and stately to handle, they 
sounded very good and I hope added something to the 
scene below.   

Driving on to Ubley haziness threatened to restrict the 
view of the lake but it came to nothing and once the driver 
found himself in the right direction we arrived on time.  A much lighter six and a 
pretty village that everyone warmed to.  

After an hour the coach continued along the edge of the Mendips before a detour 
north to Chew Stoke. Another lightish six and lovely bells to ring.  The spectacular 
carvings of angels that would have delighted the non ringers amongst us went 
unappreciated because the coach driver wasnõt confident he could reach the church 
(how often have we had to say that?!). A parked car didnõt help, but we shall never 
know.  Strangely, he took himself and the remaining party on the coach off to Wells 
leaving the ringers at the church to squeeze into the three cars we had and follow as 
best we could.  What a good job some of us took cars. 

Wells was popular and also had a street market, though nearing its close at four 
oõclock.  Lots of places for refreshment and soaking up the atmosphere.  An 
additional bonus was a cathedral wedding and the ten bells ringing out across the 
little city.  

Finally on to Stoke sub Hamdon, the last tower of the day.  A pretty little church set 
against a backdrop of fields of Ribena bushes, and across a little street edged by 
small cottages with well tended gardens.  In fact several of our party enjoyed a seat 
in the sun with a cup of tea chatting with one kind lady who happened to be 
gardening and enjoyed their company and listening to the bells. We eventually bade 
our farewells to our friendly hosts and set out for home.        Roger Algate 

 

Ding Dong - A ôGroupiesõ Tale 
On a hot sunny day in July, the Whimple bell ringers and 30 odd "groupies" set off 
by coach for their annual summer outing. First stop was at the lovely market town of 
Axbridge. The bell ringers rang, and the rest enjoyed a coffee break with time to 
explore the farmersõ market and admire the architecture. 

On to Ubley, a picnic lunch in the church yard, and off again to  Chew Stoke. Time 
in the afternoon for a visit to Wells, no bell ringing, but more street markets, antique 
fairs and even a wedding party arriving at the Bishops Palace whilst we sat enjoying 
a cream tea in a nearby cafe. The last church was at Stoke sub Hamdon, and a tired 
but happy group arrived back in the village at 7.30pm. 

Well done Roger for arranging the day, most enjoyable, and an opportunity for 
many folk to see places they would not normally visit.      Frankie Wilson 
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FRONT ROW CLUB 
 

Dear Members, prospective members and non-members. 

The film club season ended on the 8th June and we hope you enjoyed the mixed 
programme over the last year. We would like invite you to join/renew your 
membership, if you havenõt done so already. The new membership cards for 2013-
2014 have now been printed and will hopefully be delivered to paid up members 
(or given at the door on film night if payment is too late to deliver). Membership 
offers you at least ten films a year and sometimes we slot in a few extras as we did 
last year. You only need to go to a minimum of six films to make it more economical 
to join than pay Ã4.50 each time. 

Village Week: On Monday 8th July at 7.30pm we put on a village week special ð 
Life of Pi. In place of the usual salacious B movie, for this event we were able to 
show a very old silent film on a very old projector with original music which we 
managed to synchronise.  

The 2013-2014 season commences on Saturday September 14th at 7.30 pm and 
we will be screening Argo. This is a dramatization of the 1980 joint CIA-Canadian 
secret operation to extract six fugitive American diplomatic personnel out of 
revolutionary Iran. Director: Ben Affleck and starring Ben Affleck, Bryan Cranston 
and Alan Arkin.  

The AGM will also be on the 14th September starting at 7.00pm and will last ŉ an 
hour. Following some brief reports the members will be asked to offer their views on 
all matters to do with the club including the programme for the coming year.  

The current programme plan for 2013 - 2014 derived from poll of members is: 
 

Argo, Lincoln , Love is all Around, Shawshank Redemption,  
The Third Man, On the Waterfront , The Great Gatsby 

plus 2 new releases TBA 

The dates booked so far are 14th Sept, 12th Oct, 9th Nov and 14th Dec 

All at 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 

The order will be as before, alternating modern and classic films. 
We look forward to welcoming returning and new members in the new season. 

Rob Davis Chairman, Richard Davies Treasurer, Neil Walker Secretary 

Membership fee of Ã25 per person can be paid in cheque or cash and posted (or 
dropped in mailbox) to Richard Davies , Sandfords (opp. The school). You can also 
pay on line to: FRONT ROW CLUB Cooperative Bank, Sort Code 08-92-99 Account 
number: 65616549 

Please put in a reference that will contain your name(s) [so we know who you are] 
and depending on how many characters allowed, something like R&GDAVIES (in 
my case).   Otherwise tickets as usual from Jim and Alison at the Post Office. 
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The Harvey School of Ballet 
 

Children's ballet classes 

held at Whimple Village Hall 

 
Boys and girls welcome 

aged 4 and above 

 
More information is available at 

 www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 
07832 475528 

info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk 

 

 

Barn stored, seasoned and split logs 
 

Various size logs available from 
 

£45.00 delivered 
 

Discount on multiple loads 
 

Contact Adrian on 
 

077525 90919 
or 822791 

 

LOGS FOR SALE  

Singing Lessons 

Vocal Coaching 
 

Do you love singing? 

Would you like to find your 
voice? 

Fancy surprising a loved one 
with a song/CD? 

Why not give it a try - come and 
have a taster lesson. 

 

Contact Julia Green: 

07779 139251 / 
r.green2@virgin.net 

 

http://www.harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
mailto:info@harveyschoolofballet.co.uk
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District Councillorõs Report July 2013 
 

Well, not much to report this month because (a) the Council is 
only just getting up to speed after the formation of the new 
council in May 2013 (the District Council formally reconstitutes 
itself every May of its four year term, changing membership of 
committees etc) and (b) because I have been off on holiday. 
However, something that came out of the TEN hour ð yes ten 
hour- planning meeting, with a ten minute break for lunch and 15 minutes at 6.30 
(you can see that we do work very hard on your behalf) I must report to you. This 
time we won great favour with the enormous number of people who attended the 
meeting to oppose one or other of the proposed plans, when we, the elected 
councillors, overturned the recommendations of the Planning Department four 
times. This is a result that challenges the sense of helplessness that members of the 
Parish Council often express about planning applications.  Our ears were ringing 
with the sound of the applause! On the other hand, the constant barracking and 
interruption from the public gallery weõve been getting in the last few months does 
increase the time needed to get through the agenda ð hence the ten hour meeting. 
This leads to a reduction in the efficiency of the Councillors as we become so tired. 
Also, it is hardly democratic if elected representatives feel they are being bullied by 
a very small part of the electorate who are sitting in the public gallery. 

More news on dog poo 

 EDDC is to make dog tagging compulsory and the Council will be providing free 
chipping for the next two years. Contact the Knowle to find out how to apply. Dog 
poo must now be picked up everywhere, not just in the 30 mph restricted area, and 
anybody failing to pick up will be fined if they are caught. There is now a phone 
number to ring to allow you to report offenders, anonymously. The number is  
01395 I51651. 

Two Small Snippets  

The airport has been sold to a private investor who has already turned around one 
ailing provincial airport. Letõs wish him well in doing the same thing to Exeter. Next 
door in Cranbrook some 96% of the houses already sold have been purchased by 
families who live within 50 miles of the new town. Not exactly local but it is 
comfortingly close. 

The Talaton Development Meeting, 

A report which should give us all food for thought. Although what follows is rather 
polemical it does raise issues that have pertinence to the Parish, even though we are 
not under assault from building developers at the moment. This is a situation that 
could change rapidly, so roll on the ratification of our new Devon Plan next year ð
which, incidentally, will be the subject of a special planning meeting on July 18th 
prior to its submission to the Secretary for State. 

Residents of Talaton filled the village hall on 5th June to hear guest speakers Dr 
Margaret Hall of the Campaign for the Preservation of Rural England (CPRE) and Dr 
John Withrington of the East Devon Alliance (EDA) and leader of the ôFight for 
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Fenitonõ campaign group explaining how best to protect our local countryside from 
being concreted over. They suggested that East Devon villages face an 
unprecedented threat from the ôfree for allõ existing under the new National 
Planning Policy Framework (N.P.P.F.) which has swept away many planning 
controls, and encouraged applications from developers. The speakers explained the 
vulnerability of our village is a result of EDDCõs failure to get a five year land supply 
in place. Feniton is a good example of what can happen, with developers swooping 
down to put in applications to build hundreds of houses on three different sites. If 
development on this scale were allowed, it would increase the size of the village by 
40% in a very short time with serious consequences. School places are already 
heavily oversubscribed, GP surgery enrolment oversubscribed, and increased flood 
risk add to anxieties.  Many questions were raised from the floor. Whilst all agreed 
that that they were not against appropriate growth, it was argued convincingly by 
the organisers that development on this scale and at this pace is just not sustainable. 

With 80% of planning applications being accepted without even being referred to 
the Planning Committee, and with only 21 days in which to register objections once 
an application is made, it is essential to be ready to act promptly, so it was 
encouraging to see residents from all areas of Talaton in attendance. There was a 
clear and positive mood to go forward, ideally led by the Parish Council, to prevent 
large scale, inappropriate development anywhere in the village, and to restrict 
building to the smaller number indicated in the village consultation exercise.  
Remember, this meeting was not called by the Parish Council, neither were they 
invited to take part in it. Consequently, the deliberations express only the views of 
the meetingõs organisers. There are many alternative views, arguments and actions 
possible. I look forward to the continuation of this debate.  

A further thought, provoked by this report: in the last three EDDC planning meetings 
there has been little reference to the old Local Plan and much more use of the 
N.P.P.C. as the justification for determining action in planning decisions. Remember, 
the N.P.P.C. document states that the goal of planning is to  ôsmooth and enhance 
the passing of planning application decisions. ô  

Ottery St Mary Health Summit    

At least here is something where our opinions are being sought and acted upon. The 
new Northern, Eastern and Western Devon Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)is 
responsible for buying in health services on behalf of the communities in their area 
(which includes Talaton and Whimple) and the contract for these services is up for 
renewal next year. These services need to be specified before Christmas 2013 so 
the Commissioning Group is extending an offer for members of the public to be 
involved in influencing the design of community services that will be offered, for 
example district nursing, local hospital services etc (NOT the clinical services 
provided by our GPs at the medical centres). The CCG is now holding  ôHealth 
Summits ô.  

The first of these was held in Ottery on June 24th and there will be more in other 
East and Mid Devon market towns. So, this was an opportunity for local people to 
become involved with designing the content of what the new commissioning group 
will provide.  
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The meeting was attended by fifty people and included a number of interested 
parties e.g. three District Councillors and Otteryõs County Councillor, and healthcare 
activists and practitioners .The attendees were first addressed by one of the senior 
doctors from the Ottery St Mary practice who outlined the structure and functions 
of the new C.C.G. as well as the area it covers, which is enormous. Then the 
audience were divided into smaller groups to discuss the areas of care which 
concerned them, and make suggestions as to how improvements might be made, all 
within a very tight budget. For example, if people felt that there should be more 
home visits from specialist doctors, or that more people should spend time 
recuperating in a community hospital then that would be  ôpaid for ô by having fewer 
district nurses or physiotherapists. Well explored themes were the future of Ottery 
St Mary Hospital, and the development of the new  ôhospital at home ô 
arrangements which will entail teams of specialists providing health services in the 
homes of the sick and elderly to keep them out of hospital for as long as possible.  

All in all this was a successful exercise in both informing people and asking them to 
help shape the nature of what the C.C.G will be providing at a local level as the 
contributions and ideas of the audience were taken up by the organisers to be 
worked into the final plan of provision. It would have been nice to have seen far 
more locals, whose healthcare needs will be provided for, attending and 
participating in this excellent democratic exercise.  

Contact Nicola Webber on 01392 356129 or Nicola.webber@nhs.net for details of 
the future Health Summits where you can participate and have your say. 

Downgrading of lanes to Byways  

I was recently reassured by our County Councillor that the likelihood of this strategy 
being employed by the County Council is very, very small. So we can relax on this 
subject. Apparently the Council cannot close or fail to maintain roads if they service 
dwellings. At the moment there is a deficit in the road fund which will mean a 
slowing in the maintenance of the roads rather than their being abandoned. It will, 
apparently, take some years to get rid of the deficit but roads will be maintained, 
albeit more slowly. 

Cllr Martin Gammell, July 2013 

 

 

1st WHIMPLE SCOUT GROUP 

TABLE TOP SALE  
2.00pm ï 5.00pm SATURDAY 14TH SEPT 

RAFFLE AND REFRESHMENTS  

To book your table (you keep the takings) 

Call 07752127484 or 815194 spaces are limited ï so book early! 
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL  

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays.  

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available  

Colour TV in all bedrooms  
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.  

Several local Pubs and Restaurants  
within easy reach -(pick up service)  

Bed and full Breakfast menu:  
No smoking.  

Phone: 01404 -823614  
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com   

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 



 

18 

  
Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Come and join us for  
 a SoupõnõSarnie Lunch   

from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  
on Saturday 28th September  

 
Note: There will be no SoupõnõSarnie Lunch in August 

 

 

WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT 
VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 

 

Well it wasnõt quite eyes down with a full house for our latest venture, but it was 
certainly a very entertaining evening. Our sortie into the highly charged arena of 
Bingo certainly proved very educational for some, and of course very much run of 
the mill for others. It took a while for us ònewbiesó to get the hang of things, not 
least the speed at which the numbers were called out!  Nevertheless, those of us 
who were in the Village Hall on the evening of Friday 28th June had a good time 
and all the winners went away with an array of wonderful horticultural goodies. ôFull 
housesõ collected hanging baskets and the line winners, a variety of quality plants. 
Our thanks to Sherril Olive for putting the evening together and to Doreen and Gilly 
for helping out with the various prizes. Finally our grateful thanks to Arthur Iball for 
giving up his snooker evening so we could have a professional caller! 

By the time this gets to your door steps you will all no doubt be putting your finish-
ing touches to the many exhibits you will all be entering in our annual Flower Show 
on  Saturday 10th August. Please note that we are only taking entries on one night 
this year, Wednesday 7th August. Please bring your entries to the Billiard Room at 
the rear of the Village Hall between 6.00pm and 9.00pm. 

Tickets have been going like the proverbial hot cakes for the autumn trip to Weston-
birt and at the time of writing there were only a very few left. So if you havenõt 
booked your tickets yet, and want to go please contact Doreen Staddon on 823594 
to see if there are any tickets left as soon as possible. You might just be lucky! 

We look forward to seeing you at the Annual Flower Show which we are hoping will 
be another great show. Details of all our events are listed on the website which is: 
     www.whimplevpa.org.uk 
Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary. 



 

19 

What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 

 

ôThe Mortgage Makeoverõ 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if youõre paying too much for your 
mortgage. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands of pounds. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay your mortgage 
off early. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 
 

contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
web ð www.stephenclare.co.uk 

email - stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 

post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 

 

(please remember your home may be repossessed 
if you cannot keep up the repayments on any 

mortgage or other loan secured on it) 
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West One  Hair Design  
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 
or call in for free Consultation. 

 
  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 
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Whimple History Society 
 

GUESS THE WEIGHT OF THE CAKE COMPETITION  
A big thank you to everyone who supported the History Society during its 10th 

Anniversary Open Weekend in May. 
 

During the weekend we held a celebratory cake design competition. 10 year old 
Grace Tierneyôs design won as was reported in the previous edition of the 
Whimple News. 
 

Samantha  Watson of óSamôs Country Cakesô in the village kindly agreed to 
make up the winning design and very expertly recreated Graceôs idea on four 
small individual cakes put together as one. We held a competition to guess its 
weight.   

We had guessôs ranging from 6lb to 36lb ï extremes from the men of the village! 

HOWEVER, THE WINNING WEIGHT WAS 13lb 9oz  

Congratulations to the four winners who each received a quarter cake. 
 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU ALSO TO SAM  
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Roof woodwork maintenance - a challenge? 
 

Wood-framed windows could be viewed as a desirable 'feature' - even for a relative 
new build. However, I doubt wooden roof facia/soffits would ever be considered 
so. I have oft exclaimed to the effect that the original builders should have used 
uPVC plastic to preclude the challenge of significant maintenance 10+ years hence. 

Anyway, here we are 10+ years hence and said roof woodwork is looking a little 
tired at the edges (though thankfully intact with no obvious rot). 

I'm resisting the expense of 'contracting out' to paint/replace and I'm resisting asking 
someone else to risk life and limb on a ladder. Of course, uPVC would be a selling 
pointééé.. 

So, what are the DIY options for painting roof facia/soffits? 

1. Scaling a multi-section ladder isn't the safest option and that apex is a long way up 
(and currently hosts house martins).  

2. Buy/hire a scaffold tower - safer than a ladder but doesn't really work with a 
detached garage adjacent to one end of the house. 

3. To resolve the garage challenge, I've contemplated an arrangement involving a 
ladder securely restrained atop the garage roof. 

The latest cherry-picker models come with 'traction drive' and 'telescopic booms' 
which are essential for flexible positioning but not widely available for private hire. 
This remains my favoured (relatively inexpensive) option and aids guttering removal. 
I've wondered about a 'shared hire' with neighbours in similar need. A little planning 
required and probably a hire period of at least a week. Though insurance 
arrangements will likely scupper the shared approach. 

On the 'shared' and '10+ years' themes, perhaps it is time to pool roofing 
requirements and seek quotations from appropriate companies based on multiple 
customer 'volume deals'. Similar vein to the Whimple community approach to solar 
panel installation. Keen to hear others' thoughts. kmkeighery@btinternet.com 

Kevin Keighery (1, Whiteway Close) 

WHIMPLE NEWS DELIVERIES IN ELIZABETH CLOSE 
 

Ken and Sheila Wills are hanging up their delivery bag with this edition, so 
thank you very much to them for their help over the years. They have played 
a fantastic part in our army of volunteer deliverers; without them there would 
be no Whimple News 

This means that there is a vacancy for a new deliverer for Elizabeth Close, 
starting with the October/November issue. If you can spare some time every 
2 months to deliver the News, please ring me soon to volunteer your 
services. Thank you!       Ed Hitchcock 823194 
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Can You Help The Whimpletons?? 
 

Hopefully, most of you will have seen a 
Whimpleton Panto at some time, and may 
have noticed the array of costumes and 
scenery used for each performance. These 
have been created over the years by several 
hardworking volunteers, and are often 're-worked' 
for the next production, to help keep costs 
manageable against ticket sales. 

Storage of these items is a tricky problem and lots of 
folk have helped with this since the Whimps were 
formed. Most recently, the Podbury's and Mahoney's have 
been very generous with their sheds and lofts etc. However, 
we are now looking for a more permanent (or short term till we 
find one!) solution.  

Does anyone out there have a garage/outbuilding/any dry space 
they could spare for us please?  

If so, please call Ed on 823194 or Sally on 823246. Thank you. 
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CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES  
 
                                                                                                         Est 1979 

 

 

                                                                  PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 

 

                                                           Call Barry 01297 552981 
                                                      Free Estimates 
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