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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 
ñññ 

 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 
 

    

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 
SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  
EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

MUSIC DATES 
 
1st  August  Furious George 

22nd  August  Thick as Thieves 

26th  September  Carnaby Street 
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WHATõS ON IN WHIMPLE 
 
 

August 

  1st Guided Village Walk, starting from Heritage Centre, 6.30pm 

  8th Meat Bingo in aid of over 65õs Christmas Party, Cricket Club,  

  9th VPA Flower and Craft Show, Victory Hall, 2.30pm 

30th Cardboard & Plastic Bottle Collection, Village Car Park, 10.00-11.00am 

Sept 

  4th Wasters of Whimple Meeting, Hillcroft, 8.00pm 

13th Sponsored Cycle Ride for Devon Historic Churches Trust 

20th Soup and Sarnie Lunch, Victory Hall, noon -1.30pm 

28th Cider with Roadies Apple Pressing, Heritage Centre 

St Maryõs Church 
 

 Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  
   11.00am  Celebration Service  

 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Service 

 4th Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 5th Sunday 11.00am Joint Benefice Communion 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability of 
venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 



4 

 

 

PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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 Ed the Ed 
 

I wish to apologise for that very silly comment at the bottom of my last editorial 
when I wished everyone a great summer. I now realise that such optimism is 
completely unfounded in a climate such as ours, and I regret that that I may 
have misled some of you to think that this summer was going to be all blue 
skies, warmth and fun. It wonõt happen again.  

Nevertheless (what a great word!) Whimple spurned the poor weather 
forecasts and still arranged lots of events during June and July. Village Week 
refused to be defeated and brave souls did the worm charming in slightly damp 
conditions, and how Jenny Sanders enjoyed counting all the worms at the end, 
using her cupped hands. The walking Treasure Hunt was well planned by Good 
Old Uncle Alan (Smith) and we had some 50 participants. The music up at the 
Cricket Club on the Thursday night, sponsored by Paul and Gill from the 
Fountain, was excellent.  Numbers seemed a little light early on, but by 9.30 -
10.00pm, the clubhouse was full, and all had a good time. Thanks! And well 
done and thanks to all involved in the planning and ôdoingõ of the Village Week. 

Whimple has now seen its first Freecycle event ð see the article later, but a 
word of praise for the Scouts in taking a risk with letting the WOW team have 
the Scout Hut for what could have been no, or very little payment. As it was, 
the WOW team were able to give the Scouts some Ã85 towards their funds 
which was great. Keep your diaries free for Sunday 28th September, when we 
have the apple pressing gang coming to Whimple again, with Pomona, the 
pressing machine. Again, you will have the opportunity to have your apples 
pressed, and the juice collected in your own containers for a nominal 
contribution. We donõt have a play this year, but there should be enough to 
keep everyone entertained for an afternoon. Watch for details on posters! 

Whilst on about apples, and a link to cider, and a seamless link to brewing, Alex 
Bell the Head Brewer at OõHanlons, was invited to speak in London to The 
Royal Institute on July 16th, on the science of brewing, which was a great 
honour for Alex. Starting on page 18 there is an article that Alex has written for 
us. Many congratulations to Alex, and some well deserved recognition for both 
him and OõHanlons.  

If you would like to put quill to parchment, then please leave your epistle at the 
PO with Alison and ôSmall Outletõ Jim. Electronically you send it to Robert Du 
Scanlan , Le Daupinoise du Vert on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk. 

Enjoy the remaining few weeks of whatever they call this period in the year! 

Ed H 
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UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  

 

Liberte  holidays                     
 

...Your French connection in the South of France:  

Long lazy sunny days in a beautiful French villa,  

with communal pool, right on the Mediterranean coast.  

Sleeps up to six and includes patio garden with barbecue. Satellite TV, 
washing machine, bike and roller-blade hire, wind surfing, kite surfing 
and sand sailing, as well as horse riding and go carting and on the edge 
of a nature reserve.  

Situated near all major airports (Flybe, Ryanair, Easyjet) and airport 
collection available. Auto train to Narbonne from Calais; 10 min drive 
from motorway. Prices from £70 p.p./during July and August (price based 
on 6 people sharing). Also countryside B & B available and assistance 
with house searches and relocation available. 

Please visit: www.liberteholidays.com  or phone Janine or Paul on 

00 -33 -468 -44 -12 -08  
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Whimple Post Office News 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We have recently become agents for the Devon Air Ambulance Trust lottery. For 
those of you who are not too sure how this works, its simply itõs a way to support 
a worthy charity and to have a flutter at the same time. When you join the 
scheme you will be asked to pay Ã2, one week in advance, then its just Ã1 per 
week . For this your number will be included in a weekly draw and the first prize 
winner will receive Ã1350 , then there are 2 prizes of Ã135, and 50 prizes of Ã50. 
At least 70p in the pound goes direct to the Devon Air Ambulance. We donõt 
have many people on this scheme at the moment, which is a shame, but I am 
sure, given a little more publicity, we can build up a good amount of support for 
this charity from Whimple. If you would like to know more about this pick up a 
leaflet, or please ask. 

Johnsonõs the dry cleaners are running a special deal on their ôRug Doctorõ carpet 
cleaning machine rental, for the summer. We havenõt used this ourselves (we 
donõt have carpets) but apparently its simple to use and very effective. For details 
on prices please ask, prices start from Ã19.99 for 48hrs (pick up and drop off at 
the post office). 

Thanking you for your continuing support 

Jim & Alison 

 

 

 

Newspapers available Mon- Sat. 

Available to order , 

or just collect ad hoc, am only 

Agents for Johnsonõs Dry Cleaners 

Pick up days 

Mon ~ Wed ~ Fri 

Fresh West Country Milk 

Semi ~ Pasteurised ~ Skimmed 
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  Whimple ToddLers Group 
 

Back of the Victory Hall, Church Road, Whimple 
Wednesdays 2.00pm - 3.30pm (term time) 

 
 
 
 

 
Open to Mums, Dads, Grandparents and Guardians 

with children from 0 - 3 years old 
 

Please come and join us for lots of fun and games 
all for just £1 (snack included)  

 

 

 
 
  

 
Enjoy a Healthier Lifestyle 

 

 Discover the benefits of Aloe Vera  
from the worldõs largest and  

best grower of Aloe Vera Plants 
 

 Health, Nutrition,  
Skincare, Weight loss  

 

 60-day money back guarantee 
 

 Call 01404 822315 for your free product 
trial  

Sally Baker 
Independent Distributor  

Forever Living Products 
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE  

For Sale -  pre -owned caravans  

also caravans sold on owners behalf.  

Caravans always bought and sold.  

01404 822116  

or  

07985 179399  

London Road, Whimple  

 

 

SOFT 
FURNISHINGS 

&  

TRADITIONAL  

UPHOLSTERY 
 

Loose Covers to Recovers 

Cushions to Footstools 

Headboards to Bedding 

CurtainsðBlindsðPelmets 

Swags & Tails 

And much more 

 

  

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  
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 FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 
 

There is no better, brighter place my eye may ponder over 
than one comely space before The Old Manse door. 
I talk to many a flower there, and smile upon them all 
I breathe a fragrance on the air of a summer festival. 

Such is the bright and happy place my eye does ponder over, 
the small and comely garden before The Old Manse door. 

 

I sincerely hope that our village will secure a place in the Best Kept Village 
competition. Our Square has been cleaned up and it looks so green and inviting. 
So many visitors comment and ask if it is the Village Green. The majestic Linden 
Tree and the babbling brook attract birds and wildlife, adding to The Squareõs rural 
charm. 

As you cannot overtake time, the best way is always to be a few minutes ahead of 
him. Whatever your situation in life may be, lay down your plan of conduct for the 
day. The hours will glide more smoothly on without crossing or jostling each other. 

When you have set about a good work, do not rest until you have completed it. In 
the morning, plan what you are to do, and at night think of what you have done. 
Do as you would be done by. 

In my early morning world I see with delectation and pleasure the beauty of our 
Linden Tree by the little bridge over the babbling brook. I can hear the birds sing 
on every side ð blackbirds, thrushes, chaffinches and my dear little robin, who 
follows me everywhere. I really could not be loitering in bed. It would only hurt me 
and deprive me daily of a great joy, and would also shorten the time of my life. 
When I discover something of my feelings it makes my heart swell with gratitude 
that I can still enjoy the beauty and stillness of the early morning, which gives me 
so much pleasure and makes my heart smile. 
 

Now the glories of the year 
May be viewed at their best 

And the Earth does now appear 
In the fairest garments drest. 

Sweet smelling plants and flowers 
Do perfume the garden bowers 
Hill and valley, wood and field 

Other blessings many more 
At this time enjoyed be 

And this is my song therefore 
Praise I give O Lord to Thee 
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I think this very lovely poem by George Wither depicts romantically the charm of a 
summer day. 

Suppose flowers themselves were new every day. Suppose they have just come 
into the world as sweet reward for some new goodness. Yet this phenomenon to a 
mind of any thought and loveliness is what may be said to take place every day. 
Geoffrey Chaucer put it so aptly in this short poem: 
 

Seek out the good in every man 
And speak of all the best you can 

Then will all men speak well of thee 
And say how kind a heart ye be. 

 

It is remarkable how the colours and patterns of the countryside change almost 
daily during harvest time. You notice this when walking around the village or going 
on the bus to Ottery St. Mary. Sitting higher up than when in a car, you can see the 
contours of the land for miles around and you become aware that most of the 
fields are for corn or grazing dairy cattle. As the days of the harvest get closer, the 
view changes from green to gold and, except for the grass fields, the whole 
panorama becomes a glowing yellow, but only for a few days. Part of this 
patchwork of fields is to be harvested so, almost immediately, they are ploughed to 
prepare them for the next yearsõ crop, and the parches of gold become that 
wonderful red of our fertile, Devon soil. Gone are the days when the corn was cut 
and bound in sheaves (as they were when I was at my agricultural college in 
Switzerland), which were then stacked tidily in stooks. No machinery ð only horse 
power. With the same number of sheaves to each stook, the pattern was regular 
because it was drawn on a paper. Seen on a sunlit evening, the slanting shadows of 
each stook added another dimension to an already beautiful pattern. But I am 
daydreaming back to the days of the binder and threader horses and carts. 

The weeks of September and early October have long been my favourites of the 
year. September has a different, but equally alluring, charm. The urgency is over, 
the berries ripen. I can sit back in my garden and enjoy it all. Knowing me, perhaps 
making some constructive notes and plans, but postponing my activities until later. 
Often these days have a magic in their stillness, with early morning mists masking 
the outline of the trees. 
 

Pleasures lie scattered all about our ways 
Harvest for thought and joy to look and glean 

Much of the beautiful to win and praise 
Lie where we never heeded aught have been 

Yet here mid leaf-strewn mornings Autumn mild 
While pleasing sounds and pleasing sights are bye 

Things beautiful delight my heart to smile. 

John Clare 

NOW IS THE MAGIC! 
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West One  Hair Design  
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call 01404  814913 or 

Call in for free Consultation. 

 

  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, LôOreal 
Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

 

 

The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple 

Where your animals health is our top priority 
 

 Consultations by appointment 

We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 
 

 For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call the surgery on 

 01404 823230 
 

 Surgery Hours:  

Monday and Wednesday 5.00pm ï 7.00pm 

Tuesday and Thursday  8.45am ï 9.45am & 3.30pm ï 5.45pm 

Friday 3.30pm ï 5.45pm 

Saturdays 10.30am ï 12.00 noon 

All afternoons will be staffed by a Receptionist from 2.30p.m. 
  

24 hour emergency service 01404 823230 
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We have recently finished a great sermon series on the òletters to the 
churchesó from the book of Revelation in the Bible.  As well as being 
encouraged to stay faithful to the end and, reminded of the amazing promise 
of our certain future with Christ in heaven, this series of sermons also 
presented many sobering warnings and challenges.  Itõs always amazing to see 
how Godõs word in the Bible first written to churches two millennia ago still 
speaks so clearly and relevantly to us today in our present situation.    

As well as Revd Rob Wilkinsonõs task of teaching, pastoring, and leading the 
churches in the United Benefice of Whimple, Talaton and Clyst St Lawrence, 
he has also recently been appointed Rural Dean for the Ottery Deanery.  His 
responsibilities in this additional role include pastoral care for clergy of the 
Deanery, being a link between the Bishops of Exeter Diocese and clergy in the 
Ottery Deanery and welfare of parishes with a clergy vacancy.   

Looking back on recent events in the life of the Church, the SClub11 outing to 
Escot on 7th June was a great success, with glorious sunshine, picnic lunches 
and much fun particularly on Escotõs new ôDeath Slideõ.   Impactõs end of year 
BBQ was on Sunday 6th July and it was good to get together many of the 
youngsters who come to the Sunday morning group and also to the monthly 
Clubnights, and their families.  

Thank you to everyone who came to the Church Fete 
and helped make it such a successful occasion.  A 
highlight was the maypole dancing by children from 
Whimple School - ôthank youõ to all of you, and to Sue 
Wilson for arranging it.  The many stalls, attractions and delicious teas enabled 
in the region of Ã1,745 to be raised for church funds.   

The Mothersõ Union enjoyed their summer outing on 2nd June to the 
Flower Festival in Crediton, followed by tea at Bickleigh Mill, and the 
Bell Ringers and friends enjoyed their annual outing on 21st June, 
visiting churches on the fringes of Dartmoor.  

It was our privilege again to round off the events of Village Week 2008 with 
Songs of Praise on Sunday 13th July.  We had a good mix of traditional and 
contemporary hymns and songs and it was great to hear those who chose the 
songs giving the reason for their selection and testimony to Godõs work in their 
lives.  

WHIMPLE CHURCH  
www.whimplechurch.org  
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Looking forward, this yearõs annual sponsored 
cycle ride in aid of the Devon Historic Churches 
Trust and Whimple Church takes place on 
Saturday 13th September.  This is an all - age 
event, and we had a good entry from Whimple 
last year.  If you would like to join the group, 
please contact Mike Ellingham on 822945. 

Our Summer Coffee Mornings continue on Saturday mornings from 10:15am to 
12:00noon (except 2nd Aug & 13th Sept) with tea, coffee and home made cakes.  
Please do drop in, and also take the opportunity to stock up on FairTrade goods 
from the stall, which will be open at these times.    

There are still some places on the Total Adventure 
Activity Holiday for 11-14 yr olds running at Kings School, 
Ottery St Mary, from 25th - 29th August 2008.  This will 
be an action packed week of activities being organised by 
local churches, and run by Adventure Plus.  The all-
inclusive cost will be Ã150, and further details can be 
found at www.adventureplus.org.uk, or contact Phil 
Dominy(822163).  

We look forward to welcoming you at Whimple Church where there is a variety 
of styles of service, and childrenõs and young peopleõs groups for all ages.  Please 
do join us! 

 

Knitters and Needle Crafters 
Several people mentioned in the parish plan questionnaire that they would 
like craft classes in the village. As tutors are very expensive and crafts very 
varied, I thought there may be an interest in a group of crafters helping each 
other. Within a small group thereõs usually someone who can solve a 
problem. Sometimes itõs just a bit of encouragement thatõs needed to get that 
U.F.O. (unfinished object) completed. 

All over Whimple, behind closed doors, Iõm sure there is a plethora of talent. 
Itõs really interesting to see what other people are doing, admire their work 
and occasionally massage your ego when (if) they admire yours. 

If you are interested in such a group, come for an informal meeting and cup 
of tea on Thursday 4th September 3.00 at 13 Rectory Close or ring 822818. 

Elisabeth Roberts 
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Are you looking? 
 

Looking for a way to entertain yourself? 

Looking for good company? 

Looking for a place with pleasant surroundings? 

Looking for something to fill the gap in your life? 

Looking for a better social life? 

Looking for an activity thatõs both pleasurable and challenging? 

Looking for a sport for both men and women? 

Looking for a sport thatõs at your pace? 

Looking for just something, you know not what? 

Or even just Looking - 

Look no longer 

Please ring Feniton Bowling Club Chairman 

Mike Granger:- 01404 822304 

He will be very pleased to discuss the wonderful game of bowls 

and point you in the right direction 
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher 
Slewton 

Whimple 
Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 

RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

Tel: 07749 715187  

 

Tom Vanneck  
 

Furniture Restorer  

&  

French Polisher  
 

Modern & antique 

commissions undertaken.  

 

Tel. 01392 860502  

Mob. 07812810846  

 

Heritage 

Taxis  

 

At your service  

01404 81 55 44  
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The Science of Beer 

A talk given at The Royal Institution, London on 16th July 2008. 

It was at the beginning of February that Liz came to tell me of an enquiry from 
the Royal Institution in London.  I rang them and spoke to a young lady called 
Giulia Civello, on their events team: 

òHi, is that Alex? Yes we were wondering if you would be 
interested in doing a talk during our summer season about beeró 
òDo you think people would be interested in that?ó 
òOh yes, Iõm sure it would be very popularó 
òPerhaps they should try and get out a bit moreó 

And so began the preparations for an event last week. I was pretty sure this was 
something I wanted to be involved in straight away but a look at the website 
confirmed that this was a big deal. Yes this was the place that did the Christmas 
Lectures on telly with real boffins. Over 200 years, an army of famous names 
had delivered lectures here. Faraday took his chance when he was offered an 
apprenticeship to Davey after the chief chemist had a fight at the RI and walked 
out. I was certainly going to seize this opportunity. 

I started gathering images to use and found both Chris Garratt at Warminster 
Maltings and Paul Corbett at Charles Faram hop merchants. Both had a David 
Bailey side to them and they provided me with some excellent shots of hops on 
the vine, barley in the field, and inside the floor maltings. Alex Herrera at the lab 
also obliged with some shots of yeast through a microscope and, gulp, some 
science stuff to put in it. 

When I first started discussing it all with Giulia she said I didnõt need to make it 
too technical, but I was determined to cram in as much as hard science as 
possible. Help in this department came from an old mate from Imperial College. 
Better known for his Heineken Cup Final lion-suited pitch invasion of 2005, Dr 
Steve Wilkinson leads a double life as a softly spoken, brilliant research 
academic. He currently leads a team investigating the yeast genome at 
Manchester University and he allowed me to raid some of his finest work. 

So it was starting to take shape, but I knew I had to work some gags in to keep 
peoples attention for a half hour talk. The only vaguely humorous things in a 
brewery are either finings related ð isinglass having a similarity to a certain bodily 
fluid, and fluffy bottoms ð caused by inappropriate fining rates; or plant related 
eg. flanges, nipples etc. Neither of these looked too promising. What if the 
Queen came? 
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The solution came when I looked into the history of beer. There was loads of 
material here. Civilisation was built on beer it would appear! Beer witches being 
burned by henbane tripping dipsos and Sumerian kings taking neanderthals under 
their wing with a cup of ale or two, and releasing them as human beings! 

So by May I had a first draft. I did dry runs at The Wellhouse and Georges 
Marvellous Meeting House in Exeter. Turnout was poor but it was an illuminating 
experience. Much work to be done then.  Changes were made and more practices 
inflicted on unexpecting audiences. Liz decided a public speaking professional 
would help polish my and Richardõs projection. He would also be addressing a 
large crowd as we would be giving a tutored tasting after the main talk. Ian Price 
came down and, in a day, transformed us both from diffident umm-and errers to 
slick umm-and-errers. He also made lots of useful changes to the powerpoint slides, 
particularly enhancing the OõHanlons brand. 

One week before D-day saw me present to esteemed Eldridge Pope master 
brewer Dan Thomasson. I was getting there, but more changes were made and I 
felt we were as close to ready as possible, bar a snag with some video footage. 
Having seen our IT techy guys I thought that was fixed, but with two days to go it 
failed again when I did the dress rehearsal at the Thirsty Farmer. That section was 
ditched and fresh still shots were taken while Richard brewed next day, and 
plugged into the powerpoint. Crossing my fingers we headed up to London  that 
night looking for an early start at the RI. 

I got to Piccadilly early and stood outside the imposing columns of The Royal 
institution at ten. Inside I finally relaxed when I could see the finished powerpoint 
beamed onto the 18ft screen above my head in the 450 seat theatre. One final run 
through to myself left me still unsure about the detailed order and how to tee up 
those hilarious beer gags. Richard arrived with a van load of beer at lunchtime and 
we set about stillaging it all for the tasting. The Royal Oak and Dry Stout were in 
excellent nick but the bright Yellow Hammer had thrown a heavy protein haze. 
Curses! If only I had double checked that! It tasted fine but the dry-hop notes we 
wanted to talk about donõt really sing unless the beer is star bright. There was 
nothing we could do now and with this in mind I started to feel more relaxed, if 
ambivalent, about the talk. I was confident the slides would do most of the talking 
and I knew Iõd done as much as I could. 

After beer writer and the eveningõs Chairman, Adrian Tierney Jones, arrived and 
weõd checked our tasting notes, Rich and I dashed back to the hotel to change. 
The adrenaline was starting to rise before the fire alarm went off when I was in the 
shower. My wife was worried it might be a real inferno but my mind was on more 
important matters. The flames could be licking under the door before I left without 
a tie on! 

We returned just as people started arriving and I got a huge boost when family and 
mates began to filter in, especially knowing they had travelled from as far as 
Hereford and Manchester. Ian price gave me a quick pep talk and Adrian joked 
with Rich and me  to help settle the nerves. 
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There was no private òInto the valley of death they rodeó type chorus in my head, 
but not far from it. Finally the time had come. 

As the applause after Adrianõs introduction faded I prayed my voice would come 
out naturally. It did! The history gags warmed the audience and me up, and from 
there I managed to get through the full 35 minutes with only a couple of 
stumbles. Ten minutes in an old chap's phone went off and I took a much needed 
breather while his wife helped him turn it off. What a god-send! At the end Adrian 
and I  took a few questions between us which we managed to defend stoutly, 
including one hand grenade thrown in about the removal of female brewers 
during the industrial revolution. I knew the question-poser well as a singer-
songwriter with a few choice, very saucy lyrics to his name but managed to 
censor myself from repeating them in my answer. 

Following this we each ran our tastings in separate rooms. These have all just 
been refurbished and decorated to the highest Royal order and made a fantastic 
venue for what was literally, from the original Roman sense, a symposium or as 
we call it ð a booze-up.  Sadly Liz couldnõt make it on the night and John could 
only stay for a short time, but the OõHanlon drinking tradition was perpetuated 
until the small hours with a large contingent drinking Landlord at the Coach and 
Horses next door until closing, and a team of night-watchmen finished the 
occasion with a slap-up binge at Mr Maroushõs Lebanese kitchen.      

Alex Bell 

 

 
 

Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted  

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following  
 

Records. CDôs, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music  

All types of  music, large or small collections 
 
Rock - Pop - 50ôs - 60ôs - 70ôs - Punk - 80ôs 
 

John W Griffiths 
Phone: 01404 823480 
Mobile: 07836 369740 
Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 



21 

 

 

WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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D C CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
  

  

o KITCHENS   ( Design, supply & installation ) 

o BUILT IN WARDROBES   ( Hand-made to order ) 

o DECKING   ( Many years experience, homes, schools, hotels) 

o GENERAL CARPENTRY  ( Doors, windows, loft conversions) 

o HAND MADE FURNITURE   ( Benches, tables, chairs ) 

o OAK JOINERY SPECIALIST   ( Kitchens, wardrobes, doors) 

o GARDEN   ( Summer houses, log cabins, sheds ) 

o SMOKING SHELTERS  ( New design for the smoking ban ) 

o DRIVEWAY GATES  ( Made to order and installed ) 
 

 HONEST, FRIENDLY & RELIABLE SERVICE  - COMPETITIVE RATES ï 
PRIVATE AND COMMERCIAL - 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE ï QUALIFIED 

TRADESMEN 
 

 www.dcdecking.com     email: dcdecking@aol.com 
TEL: 01404 822126    Mobile:  07980 889968 
 

 
For all your daily requirements  

of 

MILK, CREAM, EGGS, FRUIT JUICE  

ORGANIC, SOYA & GOATS MILK  

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES  

POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

also 

BIRD FOOD REQUIREMENTS AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

Delivered to your door  

SPIT ROAST SERVICES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Please contact 

VICTOR & MARIAN DANIEL  

Summerbridge, Whimple, Devon 

01404 822458   
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Come and Join us for a  

Soup and Sarnie Lunch  
 

12.00noon until 1.30pm  

on Saturday 20th September   
 

for details ring John 823614 or Pam 822262  
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Did you know the Devon Air Ambulance Trust 
runs its own successful Lottery, which last year 
contributed over Ã560,000 towards the cost of 

Devonõs two Air Ambulances! 
Why not join now and make a difference? 

You can join at your NEW local Agent 

WHIMPLE POST OFFICE 
 

 Or, if you prefer to pay by standing 

order or cheque, ring 01392 469886 

or download an application form at 

www.daat.org 
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 WACY - LOTTERY MONEY for WHIMPLE 

 

Whimple Action Committee for Youth (WACY) is a 
group of volunteer parents working together with the 
Parish Council to improve facilities for young people in 
the village. During 2006/2007 WACY set about 
rejuvenating Town Lane play ground, erecting a youth 
shelter, goal posts and a basketball net.  

We have now turned our attention to the much 
underused parish field.  

In April 2008, WACY applied for a substantial Lottery 
Grant, which recently received provisional approval. We 
have now been invited to submit a more detailed plan of 
our proposal for further consideration by the Awards 
Panel later this year.  

With support from the recently published Parish Plan, 
WACY proposes to build a dual purpose cycle and trim 
track, 500 metres long and two metres wide, around the 
perimeter of the parish field. Wooden fitness stations, for 
use by teenagers and adults will be sited at various 
points around the track, along with a wooden adventure 
trail for younger children and the less adventurous.  

To improve access to the site, the Parish Council 
recently commissioned a footway from residential areas 
of the village to the field, providing easy access for the 
less able and for families with buggies and pushchairs. 
However, the Parish Plan indicated that a second point 
of access was needed. It is WACYõs intention to build a 
narrow ôpedestrian onlyõ footbridge across the brook 
from Slewton Crescent. The footbridge will be discreet 
in design and in keeping with its surroundings. 

WACY is very excited about the project and hopes that 
with the help of the community, the parish field can be 
improved and used by everyone. Having a cycle track/
trim trail on a central open space will greatly improve 
the interaction and relationship between different age 
groups, strengthen the community and help promote 
community activities. 

If you have any questions please speak to any member 
of WACY; Liz Silk, Jenny Sanders, Ian Spicer, Mino 
Lovering, Sue Thorne, Alex Tooze, Richard Betts or Sue 
Ayres or call Liz on 822389 . 
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 
Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 
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It is 6.30am, itõs cold and wet outside in Whimple. I poke a toe out from under 
the covers and quickly retract it as cold air rushes up underneath the bedcovers. 
With monumental effort I manage to catapult myself out of bed to face another 
long drive to work and a day sat squinting in front of the computer.  Like many 
people, I have studied hard to move up the career ladder to achieve what is 
supposedly a satisfying and fulfilling job but, in reality, itõs becoming a bit of a 
grind.   

With a continuously increasing workload and dwindling social life I decide to 
make a change.  Armed with a shiny new pencil case and blank notebook I 
enrolled in evening classes in photography at Exeter College.  At this point I was 
oblivious to how this would completely change my life.  The City and Guilds 
Course that I undertook was truly excellent and sparked a real passion in me for 
photography.   

The rest, as they say, is history.  A few years on and my working week is 
everything but routine.  One minute I am photographing the Red Arrows from 
the runway at Exeter airport, the next, on the sidelines of a scrum 
photographing the Exeter Chiefs in action.  In between, I might be 
photographing a fashion or bridal shoot, a child portrait, architectural interiors, 
or even tractor parts for a product catalogue!  I never quite know what is 
around the corner.   

Thatõs not to say that it has all been plain sailing.  There have been plenty of 
challenges along the way.  You could wallpaper entire rooms with the pages 
and pages of adverts from rival photographers in the local Yellow Pages.  One 
of my main challenges has been to distinguish myself from your stereotypical 
ôlocal photographerõ.  Guided by two excellent professional photographers and 
equipped with the latest digital photography kit, I feel I am well on my way to 
developing a unique, contemporary style of my own.   

Take child photography, an area of work I am passionate about.  Gone are the 
days of sitting a child on a frilly lace cushion with a grey background.  Now is 
the time to wrap up warm and go out to play capturing children at their most 
natural kicking up leaves and stamping in puddles!  These moments are the 
images that parents will treasure forever.  You canõt beat that for job 
satisfaction.    

So things have changed a lot for me over the last few years.  My old desk and 
daily commute seem a million miles away from my new life.   Sometimes it pays 
to take a chance.  Life is too short, so be brave and grab it by the hornséyou 
never know what might happen!   

If you would like to find out more about Jessica, or view some of her wedding, 
portrait or commercial work please visit the Perspectives Photography website 
www.perspectivesphotography.co.uk. 
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WHIMPLE OPEN GARDENS 
SATURDAY 28TH JUNE 2008 

 

You really missed out if you didnõt grasp the opportunity to go mooching around 
some of the loveliest private gardens in this village. 

The day started looking very taciturn, but thankfully as 2.00pm approached, the 
clouds had moved on and the wind had dropped to a lazy ôonce in a whileõ 
breeze revealing a typically English summerõs day.  

I must admit here, that due to other pressing engagements - brushing and 
clipping Rupert (the dog in case you though he was my partner), tidying house 
(boring, but a necessary evil) having lunch (the best bit, after all a girlõs gotta eat!) 
my brother Lee and I finally got our acts together and flew out the door just 
before 4.00pm.  

We duly picked up our programme from the Village Hall Car Park and paid our 
Ã3 entry fees.  It was only then I was amazed to discover that the itinerary 
covered no fewer than 10 gardens!  The map illustrated where the gardens 
were, order of viewing as well as a little welcome background on their evolution.  
(I think it would have been useful to have also had the names of garden owners 
here ð but no-way did this lack of info detract from a highly interesting 
afternoon).  

It was clear that all participating gardens had been preened, weeded, cut and 
spliced to within an inch of their verdant lives.  Every enthusiastic gardener and 
perhaps their long suffering partners (?), had spent many an hour preparing for 
this day.  Thoughtfully, huge, recognisable garden tomes were on hand for the 
odd forgotten name or after-care tips.  Such dedicated efforts putting real 
passion into making this Open Day such a great success.  And I have to tell you 
both Lee and I were grateful for it, particularly at Hindstrete where we put our 
feet up for a while and enjoyed the calorific delights of a cream tea at Perroõs. 

It would be difficult to pinpoint just one outstanding garden, but could I just 
congratulate Mr & Mrs Braund up at Woodside who despite being in their mid 
to late eighties went to huge lengths in assisting and welcoming all to their 
parking area and wonderful garden.   

Sorry to hear you might not be participating next year as the walk around your 
garden would be worth it just for the outstanding view!  

Lee and I came away having met new and enthusiastic people, bags full of 
cuttings, stomachs full of tea and cake, and minds full of thoughts of how we 
would like our gardens to be. 

This was the first time I had ever been, but most certainly wonõt be the last, so I 
do hope you (and others?) manage to organise an Open Day for next year.  
Thank you again for your remarkable efforts! 

Julie Millward 
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES  
 

                                                                                                         Est 1979 
 
 

                                                       PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 
 

                                                           Call Barry 01395 513729 
                                                      Free Estimates 
                                                        

M P SMALL ENGINES 
Mike Persey  

 

SERVICE &REPAIR TO 
 

All makes and types of  
Horticultural / Garden  

Forestry and Small Agricultural  
Machinery  

 

Specialist in the repair of older  
Machinery and Sports Club machinery  

 

Makeovers and rebuilds undertaken  
 

New machinery at competitive prices  
 

Collection Service   

Little Cot  

Hembury Fort  

Honiton  

Devon  

EX14 3LE 
 

Tel  

01404 841699 

Mobile  

07976725516 
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S.H.DANIEL 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 

CROCKERNHAYES 

WHIMPLE 

PRIVATE ADDRESS 

Malham House 

Awliscombe 

Devon 

 
BANFIELDS 

 

Traditionally carved rocking  
Horses & Restoration 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 Rectory Close, Whimple, 
Devon EX5 2UF 

 

Tel 822162 
E-mail Banfieldgew@msn.com 

PETER COSSLETT 
CARPENTER AND BUILDER 

QUALITY WORKMANSHIP 

KITCHEN FITTING 

DOORS AND WINDOWS 

TIMBER CONSERVATORIES 

EXTENSIONS AND MINOR 

BUILDING WORKS 

COMPETITIVE PRICES 

& 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 

Tel: Whimple (01404)823279 

Mobile: 07768 436042 



31 

 

W.A.R.T.S  
 

 Whimple Against Rising Tariffs  
 

 DO YOU - Use heating oil, Have your own storage tank,  
Always have to order a minimum of 500 but wish you could or-
der less than 500 litres at a time?  

 

 If the answers to these questions are yes then read on!  
 

We are trying to get a group of purchasers together in Whimple so that we 
can share a price reduction.  We are told that this has been done in other 
villages ï and may even be happening already in your neighbourhood?  
By having a number of drops, but still amounting to a sizeable volume we 
can expect the Oil Suppliers to offer a better price as they will of course 
save money in the cost of each delivery.  
 

 Each individual would be responsible for their own payments direct to the 
Oil Companies, as per normal. 
 

 We are told by the suppliers that they have an obligation by law (Trading 
Standards) to supply a minimum quantity of 500 litres per household; 
Therefore we would welcome contact from anybody who may have some 
legal knowledge in this regard, as well as who we would need to talk to in 
order to change this law (if this is the case). 
 

 We are trying to achieve this so that each household can enjoy a smaller 
delivery of say 100 or 200 litres even though the tanker may be carrying a 
full load to the village.   
 

 If you are interested in being part of the WARTS purchasing programme 
please leave your full contact details preferably by email including Post 
Code  with:-  

 

 Graham Batten - GKBatten@tiscali.co.uk - (823317) 
or  

John Aiton ï Helijohn@uwclub.net - (823155) 
 

 At this stage, we are just gauging interest ï but will inform you of the out-
come via email, or in this publication, at the earliest opportunity. 
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PHEW! THE STATION HOUSE FINISHED AT LAST? 
 

A number of people have come up to us in the village and asked 
how the Great Refurbishment Project is getting along, and this  
made me realize that finger has not touched keyboard for a long 
time, so here is an updateééé. 

The last time I wrote, the new staircase had been installed, leading to our beautiful en 
suite guest room, and all that remained, come last summer, was the quick lick and a 
promise on the Big Room (where so many of you have dined in the past) and the 
station masterõs parlour.  So when our son suggested a bet that the work would not 
be finished before the end of September, I rashly took him on. The rotten joists and 
boards in the Big Room were replaced, the plasterers òtankedó the walls, and 
Grandissons  made a replica ceiling moulding and fitted it.  At some point while this 
was going on, my Dear Spouse decided weõd come top in some phantom lottery and 
ordered new windows and a fireplace, as he had taken against the perfectly efficient, 
if rather plain, stove installed by Marion and Richard. Given the height of the ceiling, 
the new fireplace had to be specially made. Ho hum. Anyway, it all got completed in 
time for son-in-law (a closet pyromaniac) to do the Inaugural fire lighting  when the 
family came to stay in the Autumn half term. It was a stupendous fire, which made a 
satisfying roaring noise as the flames leapt up the chimney. Dear Spouse, however, 
was looking a touch pale by now, as the grate had swallowed an entire scuttle of 
Mole Valleyõs finest in one gulp.  Come to think of it, I found that rather satisfying 
too!   

Then there was the little matter of the front door. Again, we had hoped to refurbish 
the original. I had found a photograph in the Heritage Centre, which shows the 
Whiteway family and faithful retainers posed  in front of the Station House in 1909, 
with a view of the glazed panels in the door. That explained why we could see 
daylight through  cracks in the door: the top panels were just pieces of plywood.  
Further investigations at Seaton Junction confirmed the glazing, although the design 
was marred by the need for a strengthening bar across the middle. The builders set 
to work to strip off the paint, and it became clear that the old door could not be 
salvaged.  The Demon Damp was eating it at the bottom, and the whole thing could 
be bent out of true by one man.  So a new door was ordered, taking more time. The 
delay was worthwhile: it came with stout double glazing, and no need for the 
unsightly cross bar.  It took a long time to find a good letterbox to go with it ð thank 
you, Paul, for your patience! 

The parlour had also to be stripped out. The station master must have been a man of 
some status when the station was opened in 1859: his parlour was furnished with 
elegant wood panelling under the windows, and splendid shutter boxes.   (When the 
woodwork was stripped of its endless layers of paint and sticky Victorian varnish, we 
found  very good quality  pine, with the individual pieces marked òWhimpleó in 
beautiful longhand writing in pencil. They must have been made up in the Railwayõs 
workshops; presumably the pieces for Seaton and Sidmouth Junctions and 
Broadclyst were being made at the same time). Unfortunately, some of the panelling 
had rotted completely, and we needed new sections - as well as a new bay window, 
and joists, floorboards etc. 
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The End was in sight, we thought, little knowing that the Beginning was just about 
to reappear.  At about this time we became aware of a noise ð the sort of noise in a 
pipe when a tank is continuously being topped up with a trickle of water.  That can 
only mean that another  trickle of water was making its way out somewhere.  In 
fact, we had two trickles. A puddle appeared on the kitchen floor one night.  The 
plumber took great satisfaction in pronouncing that it was nothing to do with him: 
the apprentice builder had put a nail through the skirting board into a pipe, and the 
plasterers had plastered the water butt stand to the wall. The butt had not been 
rigged up properly (our fault) and surplus water was splashing over and getting 
soaked into the wall.  So, a large area of plaster had to come off in my beautiful 
new kitchen, together with the radiator. Meanwhile, I had discovered a crack in the 
bath ð in one of the few rooms which the builders had never touched.  Thus, as the 
prospect of celebrating Christmas in warm, dry living rooms was getting ever 
nearer, we were also facing a cold kitchen , serenaded by a de-humidifier, and no 
chance of warming up in a hot bath! 

Well, the builders left at Christmas, and we eventually got used to a quiet house 
and not making two pots of coffee every morning. Christmas and Boxing Days are 
special for us, as there are no trains passing by. However, the lack of curtains 
became an issue as the New Year drew on. We had always felt as if we were living 
in a lavatory before with all the patterned window glass. Now we felt that we were 
in a goldfish bowl. We could look out on the field beyond the line and enjoy the 
changing seasons; on the other hand travellers could look in and see us at trough ð 
not a pretty sight! I must say here that Whimple folk are wonderful and generally 
avert their gaze ð or give us a cheerful wave.  But people on the trains are another 
matter, some even getting up and moving down the carriage to stare as the train 
moves off! Sometimes all we could do was raise a glass or a yoghurt pot to them!  
The curtains took a very long time to make, and by the time they arrived the 
evenings were light and we were ready to move into the dining room at the back 
anyway. 

And so here we are. Is it really finished? Well, there is still some snagging and 
decorating which Dear Spouse has decided are within his powers. Good! I thought.  
After all, this whole business started because we only had two bedrooms.  We still 
only have two bedrooms! Admittedly the roof room is far superior to our previous 
guest accommodation, but we do need to get the old spare working too.  For two 
years it has been used as a general dumping ground and now badly needs 
redecorating. As Mr DIY headed towards the staircase with ladders and paint pots 
and a purposeful air one day my spirits soared.  But then he stopped.  And there he 
stayed for weeks, constructing an arch over the new staircase to match the 
windows. I have to admit that the finished feature looks very good, and obviously 
involved some impressive engineering, but you canõt put up grandchildren in an 
arch, and I had hoped that plaster dust was a thing of the past, and we canõt have 
carpet on the stairs until the bedroom has been doneé..   

And no!  We havenõt honoured our bet yet!  Iõll book the table at the Jack when the 
house is well and truly finished, maybe by the end of September this year. 

Marion Gammell 
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CARE CONCERNS 
 

Local care for 
Local people 

 

Respite care, bathing, cooking,  
transport, infant/toddler care. 

 

Minimum of 1hr 
 

Very high standard of care given 
Fully qualified 
CRB Checked 

 

Enabling people to remain in their 
own homes 

 

For further details phone:  
01404 822096 

 

RED HOMES 
ESTATE 

AGENTS 

Call The Aylesbeare Office Now 
for a Free Valuation on:    

01395 225552 

0.75% No Vat 
Sole Agency Fee 
Why Pay More? 

16 National Offices and 
Growing Covering South England!  

¶ Advertised in Express & Echo  
¶ www.rightmove.co.uk  
¶ www.redhomes.co.uk 
¶ Accompanied Viewings 
¶ Regular Feedback 
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TAYLOR MADE DRIVING  
 

Beginners 

Pass plus 

Pre 17 lessons 

Refresher lessons 
 Diamond advanced driving 

Motorway driving 

******  

Theory & Hazard Perception Tuition 

******  

Male & Female instructors 

High 1st time pass rate 

******  

Patient, Friendly & fun tuition 

******  

A local independent driving school 

Teaching local people to 

 

ñDRIVE FOR LIFEò 

 

CALL FREE 0800 652 66 69 

Andrew & Jill Taylor 
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Blood Donor Sessions will held on Tuesday 23rd September 2008 
at Feniton Village Hall, Feniton Old Village, Feniton 

From 4:45 pm to 7:15pm 
This replaces the session on 26th August 2008, which is now cancelled. 

 

 

The End of an Era 
at The Vale Veterinary Clinic 

Myrtle has retired! 
 

When we first thought about opening a branch surgery in Whimple in 1992, we 
were lucky because we already had a local contact in the village. Myrtle Dockings 
helped us find our first premises at Ivydene, and we invited her to be our first 
receptionist. 

To start with, as is the way with new ventures, we didnõt have many clients each 
afternoon, and so we had plenty of time for coffee! But as time went on, the 
surgery became busier, and coffee drinking less frequent. We started in two 
rooms: very ôJames Herriotõ with paper records and no computers. Myrtleõs 
training was very much ôhands onõ and she quickly picked up skills ranging from 
telephone answering and accounting to the more technical aspects of controlling 
the less amenable pets for blood sampling!  

In 1996 we had become sufficiently busy to move out of Ivydene, to our present 
premises in Brook House. These premises are more spacious and modern, and still 
have the essential equipment for the happy vet: the kettle!  

In 1998 there was a massive change that nearly saw the end of Myrtleõs career in 
the practice. Computers arrived, and she was sure that she would never master 
the system. Itõs no secret that Myrtle is not a very young person, and Iõm guessing 
that there were no computers at school when she was there. It is to her great 
credit, that, with a little training and help, she quickly mastered the system and 
became very adept at managing fixing appointments, putting up medicines, taking 
payments etc, that were needed. We then introduced computerised ordering, 
which she also mastered! 

After 16 years, Myrtle has now retired from the practice in Whimple. We continue 
to grow and improve our service in the Whimple surgery, with facilities for surgical 
operations now in place. We have a new receptionist, Lorraine, who works with 
Claire to continue to provide the receptionist duties at Whimple.  

For several years now at the Cullompton surgery we have had a team of 
companion animal vets who spend all their time treating pets. This has allowed the 
development of a highly skilled and proficient team of vets. We now include the 
Whimple surgery in their duties, to ensure that we can offer the very best service. 

We wish Myrtle a long and happy retirement and thank her for her help over the 
last 16 years. 
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