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 April/May 2017 

 

The cast of The Whimpletons in  this yearõs Panto 
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and relaxed stay 
at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which transfers 
are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu  

changed daily  

alongside traditional  

ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 
ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

 

LIVE MUSIC DATES 

Friday 14th April  The Embezzlers 

Sunday 16th April Maggie Reeday (4pm - 6pm) 

Friday 28th April Quite Brazen 

Friday 26th May  One Foot In The Groove 
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Just a reminder that we welcome any suggestions for items you would like to see 
stocked at the village shop. 

We have tried a number of new products recently that we hope to stock in the 
future. From a delicious sugar free chocolate to burgers made from Dartmoor pony 
(delicious and helping to keep ponies sustainable on the moors). We also hope to 
be making sandwiches in the near future but we value any suggestions anyone may 
have. 

As you know we like to support local business so if you know anyone who has a 
great product that would interest people in the village, please let us know. 
 

Post Office News 
 

Postage costs have increased on 27th March. Feel free to come in to check the cost 
of parcels you are sending. 

On the plus side, small and medium parcels, sent via the ôsigned forõ service will see 
a reduction in cost and all parcels will now have a unique reference number so that 
you can see if it has been delivered. 

Regular 1st and 2nd class mail will still only cover the value of goods up to £20 with 
the signed for service covering the value up to £50. Anything worth more than this, 
or any cash, vouchers or jewellery or anything that needs to be delivered ônext dayõ 
or documents that would be difficult to replace should be sent via ôSpecial Deliveryõ. 
This is a more expensive service, but more secure as your mail is kept separately 
from the regular mail and is fully trackable. 

Just a reminder that the Post Office sells the services provided by Royal Mail. We 
no longer have a sorting office so the Posties delivering the mail donõt have much 
connection to the Post Office and once the mail leaves us it is the responsibility of 
Royal Mail. If you have any complaints about the service you receive from them 
we have a stock of forms you can use to claim compensation for lost mail and 
phone numbers you can use to make a complaint. You can also access the Royal 
Mail website for assistance. Hopefully you wonõt need this information as the 
majority of post is delivered safely, on time and with due care but we can help you 
contact the right people if you have any problems. 

Many, many thanks to the Whimple Stores team and all of 
the kind thoughts of our lovely customers during our 
recent difficult time with our parentsõ illnesses. We have 
very much appreciated all the help and kindness shown. 
 

Jenny and Mark 822316 



 

5 

 

 
 

 

 

Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 
 

Join us for 
SoupõnõSarnie Lunch 

 

12.00noon to 1.30pm on 
  

Saturday 29th April 
and Saturday 27th May  
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

4094 

5ǳǎǘ!ǿŀȅ [ǘŘΦ 
 

!ƭƭ ²ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǇƭŀȅΣ  
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ  

 

CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ 9ŶŎƛŜƴǘ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
 

²ŜŜƪƭȅΣ CƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ  
ƻǊ hƴŜ-ƻũ /ƭŜŀƴǎΦ 

 

aƻǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƭŜǘǎΣ 
9ƴŘ ƻŦ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ ŎƭŜŀƴǎΣ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀƴΦ  
²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƻũŜǊ ŀƴ LǊƻƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

Cǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ ς ŀƭƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ 
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 
лмофн пнтттс όƻŶŎŜύ 
ƻǊ лтутф пнтооо όƛǊƛǎύ 

 

ǿǿǿΦŘǳǎǘŀǿŀȅ-ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
ƛƴŦƻϪŘǳǎǘŀǿŀȅ-ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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Whatõs On In Whimple 

April  
 

  8th Front Row Club Victory Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm 
11th WI Meeting at the Victory Hall 7.30pm ð Reuben Ayres ð ôBowel cancerõ 
11th Whimple Tennis Club AGM ð details page 25 
13th Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers ð Easter Bingo at the Victory Hall ð 

eyes down 7.30pm. 
15th Race Night at Whimple Cricket Club ð 8.00pm 
24th Annual Parochial Church Meeting 7.00pm ð details page 40 
28th A talk by Jim Rider ôMayday in Juneõ ð the story of the Viscount airliner crash 

at Salston Fields, Ottery St Mary - in the Victory Hall 7.30pm 
29th Soup ônõ Sarnie ð Victory Hall 12.00 noon ð 1.30pm 
 

May  
 

13th VPA Spring Plant Sale and Coffee Morning, Victory Hall 10.00am - noon  
13th Front Row Club Victory Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm 
14th A talk by Todd Gray in the Victory Hall 7.30pm about his 116-mile hike from 

Lyme Regis to Hartland to promote interest in Devon 
27th Soup ônõ Sarnie ð Victory Hall noon ð 1.30pm 
 

June 
 

  3rd Front Row Club Victory Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm 
17th Whimple Church Abseil and Fete ð details page 39 
24th Soup ônõ Sarnie ð Victory Hall 12.00 noon ð 1.30pm 
24th  Whimple Primary School Summer Fair 
 
 

July  
 

1st-9th Village Week 
  1st Whimple Summer Ball ð details page 13 
  1st The ôUnearth Whimpleõ performance in the Victory Hall ð (details page 21) - 

time to be confirmed 
  8th  Whimple Fair Day and Fun Run ð details pages 21 and 30 
29th SoupõnõSarnie Summer Special - Victory Hall 12.00 noon  
 

August  
 

12th VPA annual Flower and Craft Show  
28th Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers Big Breakfast at the Victory Hall 

8.00am - noon 
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Sal the Ed 
 

Well, I must admit to being a bit shocked at being asked to be stand-in Ed 
again after the last time... I hope you will bear with me and, be assured, the 
irreplaceable Mr Ed H will be back for the next issue. You will have probably 
seen him in the shop by the time this goes to print, parading his sun tan 
about and telling tales of the High Seas. 

Meanwhile, in a slightly damp Whimple (as I write) we are looking forward to 
all the exciting events the coming sunshine will bring - especially Whimple 
Week. There are some brilliant new additions to the main day this year, as 
you will see in the article enclosed. 

There is also the Church Abseil coming up (I hope all the ladies taking part 
have watched Bridget Jones) and I am thinking of having a go. The more the 
merrier, plus they are making a day of it with a fete and some music. 

As the Village Panto is so close to my heart, we have given a few pages to it 
this issue. The Whimpletons all had a great time putting the show on for you, 
and thanks to everyone who supported us. Look out for our fundraising 
Dame Racing posters, once we have set a date. This event has really helped 
us with much-needed improvements in costumes, props, sound, staging and 
lighting - giving our audience a better experience each year, we hope! 

Also in this issue, a poignant article from Peter Bowden, who is leaving 
Devon to emigrate to Australia, and a fascinating piece about the history of 
Midwifery in Whimple. Plus much more.... 

Being lucky enough to be a part of the News Team, I am constantly amazed 
by how many things happen in the Village all year round. There are lots of 
group and club get-togethers going on weekly and monthly alongside these, 
for everyone to enjoy. None of this would happen without it being 
someone's idea in the first place and isn't it great that so many living here 
take that first step? As a relatively new 'blow in', it has made meeting people 
and feeling part of the Village so much easier than I had expected, so a 
personal thanks from me to those 'first-steppers', too! 

The team thank everyone who has contributed to Whimple News this time, 
and please feel free to send us anything of interest at all for our June/July 
edition. Submissions can be sent via email to Bob at 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or popped through Ed's letterbox at Dairy 
Cottage, opposite The Fountain Inn. By May 10th would be perfect. 

Sal 
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WHIMPLE HISTORY  

SOCIETY  

RE-OPENED ON SATURDAY 1st APRIL 
 

THE BOOK EXCHANGE TOO! 

 
EVERY SATURDAY and BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 10.30am - 4.00pm 

 

WEDNESDAY 1.00pm - 4.00pm 
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 Tales of Whimple 
 

The Whimple Midwife  
 

From the early 1900õs to 1920 Whimple drew on the Broadclyst and Ottery St Mary 
District Nurses for all nursing services. 1921 saw the arrival of Nurse Sheasby, the 
first Whimple based nurse. After leaving the training college in Plymouth, Whimple 
became her first, and only, post as she married Herbert Breyley and became a true 
ôWhimpliteõ. Her practice was to cover an area from Clyst Hydon to Rockbeare; 
Talaton to Broadclyst. 

Immediately upon arrival she was met by an anxious father-to-be from Talaton, 
whose wife had gone into labour. When she asked how she was to get to Talaton 
she was shown a bicycle. Never having ridden one before she told the father-to-be 
to go on ahead and get everything ready and then proceeded to teach herself to 
ride! She arrived, battered and bruised from falls but in time to deliver the baby. 

Nurse Sheasby went to live in Bridge Cottage (or The Reading Room) with Mrs E 
Dunn. There was no telephone, so a slate was fixed in the porch with the list of 
houses and times where the nurse could be found each day. 

In 1927 a second-hand Austin 7 car was purchased and George King, of Kingõs 
Garage, taught the nurse to drive. Naturally, after so much bicycle pedalling around 
her area, the car became her pride and joy and it was forever being cleaned and 
ôbees-waxedõ ð a process that had unexpected results on one occasion when a 
swarm of bees descended on it and Gertie Ruttley had to be fetched to remove 
them! 

Driving down the lane just past Down House towards Whimple one day, the car 
turned over on its side, just after passing George Rowland. Nurse Breyley got out 
through the roof and between them the car was righted and she continued on her 
way unharmed. 

It is said Nurse Breyley was averse to reversing and would go well out of her way to 
avoid doing so. 

A new invention of gas and air apparatus to assist mothers in labour was introduced. 
The first time it was used in Whimple, the nurse tested it herself to be sure it was 
working. As it is odourless she was not convinced the apparatus was in order and 
took a second deeper breath and promptly fell across the bed! The patient was 
quite convinced then that it worked! 

It was at this time that nurses were instructed to cease treating terminally ill patients 
when they were also attending a confinement. Many other changes were taking 
place, which affected everyone. The National Health Service came into being in 
1948 and, now that all services were free, the District Nursing Association was 
disbanded. 

Shortly after there were moves made to bring all mothers into hospital for the 
delivery of the baby, though the District Nurse still carried out the ante-natal and 
post-natal care. Gradually the nature of the nursesõ work changed. 
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Changes were also taking place in Whimple. Nurse Breyley retired and she was 
followed by Nurse Tucker, who married and became Nurse Belcher. She was the 
last nurse to reside in the village. 

Extracted from research compiled by Mrs. Foukes, 1991. 

Mrs. Foukes noted that because of the many years Nurse Breyley cared for the 
village, and the whole-hearted way she became part of the village scene, most of the 
villagersõ reminiscences were concerned with her and her care and generosity to her 
patients.   
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A chat with Paddy Macwatters of The New Fountain Inn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are so lucky in Whimple to have two excellent pubs, when many villages of our 
size have lost theirs altogether. Perhaps it says something about how many of us like 
to spend our free time...or it could be that rich, cider heritage flowing through our 
veins... 

Our most recent landlord is Paddy Macwatters, who took over the running of The 
New Fountain Inn just before Christmas in 2016, so I popped in to have a chat with 
him for The News. (He began by offering me a free drink at the end of a long day, so 
that was a good start!). 

Paddy grew up locally around the Exmouth area. His family had a long history in 
hospitality, with his grandpa running a well-known pub in Cornwall and his parents 
also being in the industry. He started working in pubs, helping out in the kitchen 
during his teens and then throughout his college years in Somerset. At that time he 
was studying Sports, Maths and Media in Somerset, but he decided that cooking 
was his real vocation when he left college. 

Paddy returned to East Devon and began his formal training with Nicola Davey, 
who owned Baraza in Sidmouth at the time. She encouraged him to take his NVQ 
on day release and started him on his professional career. 

He did consider going back to college to study again full time, but decided to 'learn 
on the job' and worked in various places, until finding himself back with Nicola in 
the Exeter Museum restaurant from age 22 to 25, which he really enjoyed. 

After a brief time in his next employment at The Devon Hotel, he heard about the 
position of Head Chef at The Fountain, under the new ownership of Dominic and 
Steve, deciding to go for it. He was delighted to be offered the role and to finally 
have his own kitchen, as such. 

After 18 months, Dominic offered Paddy the opportunity to take over the lease of 
The Fountain, as he had decided to move on and concentrate on his other work. 
Paddy, as we all know, happily agreed! 
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Taking over the reins took a little longer than expected, 
meaning that he took the big leap very much closer to 
Christmas than he had hoped, and he admits that he had 
a challenging time getting to grips with running his first 
pub - but has loved every minute. He would like to 
mention how supportive all his locals and the staff were 
at that time, which gave him a real boost of confidence. 

Paddy now feels he would like to progress the pub a little, 
in his own way, starting by  reintroducing more events - 
beginning with the popular Steak Nights. 

In readiness for  the warmer weather, he hopes to develop the outside area of the 
pub  to include some comfortable seating, with the potential for BBQõs and 
afternoons chilling  in the sunshine. 

In summary, Paddy intends to grow The New Fountain into a very sociable, active 
pub  for the Village, holding regular events and get togethers, whilst remaining a 
good 'local' with traditional values, encouraging drinkers and diners alike by offering 
quality, affordable food and great beer. 

Keep an eye on his Whimple News adverts for more info! 
  

Sally Wilde  (Roving Pub Reporter) 
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darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 
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The Whimple Defibrillator 
 

The Special SoupõnõSarnie and Table Top Sale held on 25th March raised : 
 

£837.58  
which is amazing.  

This will go towards the ongoing costs of this potentially life-saving facility. 

THANK YOU to all who donated cash, soups, bread, juices, raffle prizes, cakes and 
items for the table top sale. Many thanks also to the SoupõnõSarnie Team, the Table 
Top Sellers and everyone who helped in any way. 
 

WELL DONE WHIMPLE 
 

The defibrillator is now up and running.  

It is in a cabinet in the entrance to the Victory Hall. 

The emergency services will guide you through its use should the need arise. 

In an emergency just dial 999  

Starts Friday 28th 
April for  6 Weeks 
10.30am - 12.30pm 
More info: 813401 

07939 879305  
01404 823258  

  (Whimple)  

Geoff   

Delves  

Roofing  

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE 

TRADE. 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS,TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 
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Andy Hughes  
 

Whimple Cricket Club has not only lost a former player, but someone who 
worked tirelessly for the Club . 
Andy played cricket at Whimple for over 30 years, during which time he was bar 
steward, committee member and organised and developed Colts teams for a 
number of years. 
Andy was an elegant middle order batsman and tended to score his runs quickly 
or not at all.  
He was also an occasional spin bowler ñ he had a very safe pair of hands in the 
field and his extra cover fielding can only be described as a cross between Jonty 
Rhodes and Albert Trotter. 
It's a sad loss for all at the Cricket Club and our thoughts go to Jane, Becky and 
Paul and their families 
Ben Silk 
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§PORTRAITS 

§BODY BEAUTIFUL 

§WEDDINGS 

§COMMERCIAL 
 

www.suedraycottphotography.co.uk 
 

suedraycott@rocketmail.com 
 

Home: 822969 
Mobile: 07793 388012 
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VILLAGE WEEK 1st - 9th July 
and on the Parish Field 

WHIMPLE FAIR DAY and FUN RUN Saturday 8th  
 

 

 

 

 

The Village Week Team is working hard to put together some interesting events. 
 

This year we have a very special one-off show at the Victory Hall on Saturday 1st.  

The Front Row Club and The History Society have joined a project called 
UNEARTH. The project team consists of many different people and includes, a 
songwriter (our very own Jim Causley), a producer, a scriptwriter and an actor. 
Together, the whole team will be putting on a show based on village stories and 
material from the Devon Film Archive. We have no idea what will be produced but 
Iõm sure itõs going to be an interesting evening. 
 

Other Village Week events will include all of our favourites; Treasure Hunt, Quiz 
Night, Beetle Drive, Rounders, Songs of Praise, Tennis, Cricket, Darts, Skittles, 
Afternoon Tea, Bingo, Coffee and Cake, Table Tennis, BBQõs, Disco, Music and 
entertainment galore. Raffle tickets with prizes of £150, £100 and £50 will be on 
sale. 

We wonõt mention the DUCKS, thatõs too much excitement. 

 

 

 

 

WHIMPLE FAIR DAY and FUN RUN  

The Fun Run as always will open Whimple Day at 11.30 on Saturday 8th  
 

Thereafter, we have for your entertainment  WHIMPLE WOOFERS DOG SHOW. 
Get your pooch groomed and trained weõre going to have some fun. We also have 
a group of SAMBA DRUMMERS, Vintage Cars, Scout Assault Course, Tug of War, 
Fancy Dress, Games, Bouncy Castles, Food and Drink, Stalls and of course EGG 
CATCHING ð hooray! There will be much more. 

 

Look out for information on Facebook ð Whimple Whatõs On. 

Please support this COMMUNITY WEEK. Volunteers for all sorts of things are 
always needed. Please attend as many events as possible.  Many thanks from the 
Village Week Team.                    Sue Ayres 
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Peter Bowden awaited 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  
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tƛƭŀǘŜǎ /ƭŀǎǎŜǎ 
 

Small friendly class, suitable for all levels. 

Functional, Strengthening,  
Core based exercises. 

West Hill Village Hall  

10AM Thursday mornings 

For more information contact  

Julie Read on 07966 571159 

or email juliereadfitness@live.co.uk  

 

 

Coram Hammett 
 

I mentioned Coram in my editorial for the October/November edition; he had 
asked that his body be used for medical science and Bristol University have 
now completed their studies relating to replacement knee and hips trials. 
Coramõs cremation has now been arranged, and friends are welcomed to the 
service that will be held at the South Bristol Crematorium, Bridgwater Road, 
Bristol BS13 7AS on Thursday 27 th April at noon.  

His relatives appreciate the distance for friends from Whimple, but they look 
forward to seeing you if you are able to attend.  

 (I have contact details for Karen, Coramõs relative who is organising the 
cremation , if  needed) 

 During December, a collecting box for the RNLI was placed in the Village shop, 
and a sum of £55.00 was raised ð his relatives are very grateful.  

 Ed H 
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Whimple Tennis Club 
 
 

The Club's AGM for 2017 will be held on Tuesday 11th April in the offices of Build 
Consultants Ltd, The Hive, School Hill, EX5 2TS (opposite the doctorsõ surgery) by 
kind permission of Malcolm and Marianne Randall. The Meeting will commence at 
7.00pm. 
 

AGENDA 
 

1.    Chairman's Opening Remarks 
2.    Approval of the Minutes of the previous AGM held 5th April 2016 
3.    Matters Arising from previous Minutes. 
4.    Membership Statistics 
5.    Treasurer's Report and Presentation of Accounts. 
6.    Election of Committee Members 
7.    Subscription Rates 
8.    Grounds and Court Maintenance 
9.    Juniors Tennis 
10.  Key Dates 
11.  Any Other Business 

 

We look forward to welcoming tennis club members to the meeting.   
Light refreshments will be provided.          Marianne Randall 



 

26 

For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

EAST E RBROO K, 
EATON LTD  
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
   

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 

 

 

PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 


