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Reg no: 4094 

 

 

OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Tel: 01404 811773 Mobile: 07974 818833 

FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 
Reg No: C7050 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
ñññ 

 

 

 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

Music Dates  
 

6th April:   Late Shift 

4th May:    Star Wars night  
'May the Fourth Be With You'!  

Fancy Dress and the band Magic Worms playing.  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

Talaton Inn 
 

Good Ales, Good Food  

Pop in and say Hello  
 

Tel: 822214  

Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  
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April 
6th Late Shift at the Thirsty Farmer ð fundraiser for Ben Silk 

13th History Society Talk at the Victory Hall ôTown crying and mace bearingõ, 
7.30pm  

28th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm  

28th Annual Village Litter Pick 10.00am in The Square 
 

May 
10th Guided talk at St James the Great, Talaton with Martin Horrell, 7.00pm 
 Please book your place with Roger Smith on 822244 

12th VPA Spring Coffee Morning and Plant Sale, Victory Hall 

22nd Wasters of Whimple Fashumble, Victory Hall - details page 36 

26th Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm 
 

June 
2nd Barn dance to celebrate the Queens Diamond Jubilee, Cotley Farm - 
 details page 25 

4th Diamond Jubilee Beacon Lighting event at the Cricket Club from 7.30pm; 
the beacon will be lit at Cotley Farm 10.00 - 10.30pm  

14th VPA trip to Burrow Farms Gardens, details page 24 

23rd Whimple School Summer Fayre ð more details in the next Whimple 
News 

30th  Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm 
 

July 
8 - 14th Village Week ð more details to come in next few weeks 

28th  Soup and Sarnie, Victory Hall, 12.00noon until 1.30pm 

September 
1st VPA Annual Flower Show, Victory Hall 

  

Whatõs On in Whimple  

 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking the 
availability of venues and when booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Nicky Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail nickyjhitch@tiscali.co.uk 
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Ed the Ed 
Gentle reader, the sun is streaming through the window as I put fingers to keyboard, 
and all seems well with the world. Such lovely weather to be joining the petrol 
queues and for stamps at the Post Office! It seems to be a repeat of the early heat of 
last year ð in fact, I am poised to get back on my bike and cycle into Ottery again. It 
just seems a bit chilly in the morning!  

This edition has a great variety of articles for you to read and enjoy ð we have two 
brave gents doing good things for charity at great personal physical ôcostõ - we have 
Ben Silk about to do the London Marathon and Robbie Stevens is going to tackle 
Landõs End to John OõGroats on his bike; (good luck to both). We have details of 
tennis coaching sessions, and some input from the unsung heroes who provide 
unstinting support to the Bra Babes, who have been allowed out on their own.  

I had been idly reading an article about what has been put forward as ôunreasonable 
behaviourõ in divorce cases, and was sharing these with the current Mrs H, just to 
keep her on her toes. As a Public Service, I would like to share these with you, 
gentle reader. Examples included the husband having excessive and embarrassing 
body odour; throwing the husbandõs packed lunches away and taking a fuse out of 
the washing machine; refusing to speak to the mother-in-law; excessive snoring; 
refusing to speak to his wife for fifteen years and communicating only by Post-It 
notes; the husband would only speak Klingon in the marital home, expecting his 
wife and children to learn the language and dress accordingly; insisting that his pet 
tarantula slept in a glass case by the side of the matrimonial bed; repeatedly taking 
charge of the TV remote control and endlessly flicking though the channels and 
failing to stop at any channel requested by his wife and justifying this behaviour by 
saying that ôit was a man thingõ. I am sure such things would never occur in our little 
village. I wonder if I could find a book on Klingon at the Post Office?  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE NEXT EDITION, THEN PLEASE 
EITHER LEAVE IT WITH SMALL OUTLET (JIM AND ALISON AT THE PO) OR EMAIL 
IT DIRECT TO BOB on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk BY MONDAY 14th MAY.  
THANKS 

Ed H 
 

WHIMPLE NEWS DELIVERY VACANCIES 
 

We have two of our brave band of magazine deliverers moving on and out of the 
village after this edition, and we would like to thank Lynda Trevena and Sarah Smith 
for all their help with the Whimple News. So now we have opportunities for two 
more good people to deliver this amazing magazine to Chard Avenue, and to 
Cobden Lane and The Farm area. If you are able to offer help, please ring me on 
823194 ð thank you.  



 

8 

            0800 1076063  Tel: 
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Whimple Post Office News 

Anyone passing the Post Office earlier this week would have undoubtedly thought 
we had turned into a florists !! We had a masses of wonderful daffodils kindly 
donated for us to sell for any charity of our choice. As we are currently supporting 
Marie Curie with our Easter Raffle we thought it very apt if we asked for donations 
for a bunch of daffs. Within two days they had all gone and the collection box was 
full !!! Along with the money raised through raffling the family of bunnies, kindly 
donated by Myrtle Dockings, I am sure we will have a very generous donation to 
make for this good cause. Thank you everyone who has supported us in this. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

The postal rate rise due to take place in early April has now been announced. The 
cost of a second class stamp will rise to 50p and for a first class stamp it will be 60p. 
If you have any stamps that have 1st or 2nd class on them then they are valid for 
that postage rate regardless of how much you paid. 

The stamps will not change ð only what you pay for them. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

There are many bank holidays due in the next couple of months, here's a reminder, 

Any benefits and pensions due on a bank holiday can be accessed on the previous 
working day. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

The ôBooks for Scoutsõ are doing well this year, sometimes too well, and there are 
times when you will see a request for 'no more books at the moment'. That may be 
because we are simply overwhelmed and lack storage space. If you don't see the 
board out, please feel free to donate/exchange your books as normal. We seem to 
have a demand for childrenõs books at the moment so if you are having a sort out 
and have some which you would like to donate please bring them along. 

Thanking you for your continued support. 

Jim and Alison Creasy. 

Good Friday 6thApril Closed 

Easter Saturday 7th April Open as usual 

Easter Monday 9th April Closed 

Monday 7th May Closed 

Monday 4th June Closed 

Tuesday 5th June Closed 
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YOUR HISTORY SOCIETY NEEDS YOU!! 
 

The Heritage Centre is unique for a Devon village of the size of Whimple and has 
grown from the original tin box ð The Parish Chest ð into the wonderful building we 
have today at Lockyerõs Linhay in The New Fountain Car Park. The running costs, 
maintenance and the cost of putting on displays each year are not inconsiderable. 
Your membership will allow The History Society to develop and improve the 
facilities and breadth of displays, events and functions, which it can provide for you, 
the community.  

As a member, you will have the following benefits: 

¶ The knowledge that you are contributing to the preservation of the history of 
the village for future generations and the continuation of the Heritage Centre. 

¶ Free access to a vast source of knowledge and information about Whimple 
and its residents, past and present, including domestic life, businesses, 
agriculture, education etc. 

¶ Free access to a number of talks by guest speakers throughout the year. 

¶ Free access to conducted walks around the village. 

¶ The annual Wassailing event. 

¶ The Walking Treasure Hunt. 

¶ Other one off events (e.g. Apple pressing, Diamond Jubilee Celebrations etc.) 

¶ Outings to places of interest (at a very reasonable cost). 

¶ Information about historical events put on by other museums in Devon (by 
email). 

¶ A Christmas lunch and Social Function (at a very reasonable cost). 

Annual Membership is just Ã10 per adult (Ã15 per couple). Children are free.  
PLEASE  JOIN  US - contact Roger Smith on 01404 ð 822244. 
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EXETER CARAVAN 

CENTRE  

For Sale -  pre -owned caravans  

and caravans sold on owners behalf.  

Caravans also bought and sold.  

01404 822116  

or  

07985 179399  

London Road, Whimple  

 
 

 

 

CAPITAL & 
CITY TAXIS  

 

 01392 433 433  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR 
AIRPORTS,  

SEAPORTS & EXETER 
STATIONS  
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Ben Silkõs Marathon 
 

Well, I'm at my favourite part of my training - the tapering - the wind down. No 
more long runs, time in the gym or hill running ôtil the big day on 22nd April. 

Its been eventful - my support group has shrunk. Steve got injured and Matt has not 
been able to run as much as he wanted. I'm hoping by the time you 

have read this Matt and I will have run the Yeovil half marathon. 
That will be the second half marathon for me this year, the first 

one being Bideford on the 4th March which I did after finishing 
a night shift at 6am!!! I was happy with my time but I don't think 
my preparation will be the same for my marathon weekend. I 
also had a very interesting call whilst out running one night from 

my wife saying "Youõd better get home, the chimney is on fire!!" its still my quickest 
mile to date and thankfully no damage done. 

I would like to thank people who have already sponsored me either in the Post 
Office or online at virginmoneygiving.com/bensilk and for everyone who turned up 
at the ôCurry and Quizõ night at the Cricket Club. 

There is also a band night at the Thirsty Farmer on 6th April that Vicky has very 
kindly let me use as another fundraising night with a raffle  as well. 
'The Late Shift' will be playing and it should be a great night. 

I am still after more money I'm afraid and there are sponsorship 
forms now at both pubs, the Cricket Club and the Post Office. 
You can also sponsor me at: 

 virginmoneygiving.com/bensilk 

Every penny will help and will go towards the fantastic work that 
Children with Cancer UK do. Please visit their website to find 
out more. 

Thanks once again for all your generosity. 

Ben Silk 



 

14 

 

 

MP 
Property  

Maintenance  

Roofing, Guttering, Drainwork, 
Painting and Decorating Plumbing,  

Gardening  
General Repairs and Maintenance  

 

 

No Call out charge  
Free Estimates  
24hr callout service  

 
 

Tel: 01404 813253 

07891 124025 
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 What did our MPôs do for us? -  
Whimple Rail Users Group (WRUG) update 

 

Well, three of us went to see Hugo Swire and Ben Bradshaw. Mr Bradshaw was 
immediately clear that it made perfect sense to create more capacity to serve Exeter 
from communities to the east and readily agreed to combine with Hugo Swire and 
Neil Parish in any way that was thought useful.  So thatõs good. Mr Swire likewise 
saw the point and decided to call a meeting of ôstakeholdersõ and to ensure 
Network Rail were included.  That meeting took place in Exeter on 8th March. A 
strange affair and Iõm really not sure what exactly came out of it! E-mailers have 
received reactions by those present, but Mr. Swireõs summing up escaped me and 
his PAõs tape machine failed apparently. Doesnõt technology always let you down 
when you most need it? We were able to table current civil engineering costs for a 
passing loop, challenging NRõs figures and Peter Bowden is pursuing that. We heard 
again that there is capacity for one more train to call at Whimple and that is being 
tested; and that the rolling stock issue could be resolved by cascading as 
electrification goes on from Reading. That is up to five years away (and counting).  

In preparing for the meeting I was surprised to find exhortations for this extra 
capacity going back twelve years, including an open letter from our Hugo 
(2004)...so why is nothing happening? Whose arm do we twist to get some action 
on this?                 Roger Algate 
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ON BECOMING A COUNCILLOR  
REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL 

 

Spring seems to have sprung and I can feel my spirits 
lifting as the gardens and hedgerows brighten up.  By 
the time you read this I shall have spent nearly a year as 
your Councillor.  There is still an awful lot to learn, and 
an awful lot that might be useful for you all to know 
about, but, for this edition, Iõd like to look back at the 
activities Iõve really enjoyed during this year.  

ôSpeed datingõ is an annual event where EDDC 
councillors visit Sidmouth College en masse to meet the 
sixth form students. The students form small groups, the 
councillors moving from group to group fielding 
questions flung at them, which they have to answer 
swiftly and succinctly.  At the session end the students vote for the councillor they 
consider gave the best and most informative answers. This is a fun afternoon but 
with a serious idea: the students have to work out their questions, and experience a 
political activity that introduces them to the democratic process and the workings of 
the District Council. Personally I have been delighted at the fact that, subsequently, 
several of the students have approached me expressing an interest in finding out 
more about the political process. Oh, and by the way, I won the vote which is 
obviously one of the reasons why I enjoyed the afternoon, although the photo in the 
Sidmouth Herald with me and my crown was less than flattering! 

 As you know from Roger Algateõs letters to the Whimple news the Whimple Rail 
Users Group has been active for some months now and is starting achieve some 
modest success. The group was born out of regular conversations that Roger and I 
had whilst car sharing to the cardio rehabilitation class at the Honiton Gym. So like 
bees, lions and sweetness, something good and more permanent has come out of 
our common physical adversity.  Roger has done the bulk of the work in researching 
and organising the activities and it has been a joy to help him.  We now have a 
group of fifty plus members who are drawn from Whimple, Talaton, Feniton and 
Ottery St Mary.   In February three of us met Hugo Swire (our MP) at Westminster 
to get him òon boardó, and he organised a further meeting in Exeter.  There is a 
separate report on the Rail Group in Whimple News, but I just want to say how 
delighted I am to be able to help.  (By the way, no travel costs have been charged to 
the Council)  

Finally - people. For me, politics is really about people, and what I have enjoyed over 
the nearly 50 years I have been actively engaged in politics is meeting and working 
with people. My new role as a councillor is reinforcing that pleasure and using the 
skills I have acquired in this activity. In reality, being a District Councillor doesnõt 
involve a great deal of national politics. I find in conversation with fellow councillors 
that most of them hold the same view as me: our role is to serve our constituents 
and communities rather than playing political games. 
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 I have experienced a few isolated incidents where my political allegiance has 
created conflict with another councillor but this has been very occasionally. In this 
vein what has given me the greatest pleasure (and sometimes heartache) has been 
the opportunity to get involved in helping individual constituents with their problems 
whether it has been planning applications, disputes with the council, finding out 
things or just giving people advice and help on the issue that has been worrying 
them. I really do feel that I have had some success with helping people with my role 
as a Councillor and I look forward to many more such encounters. Oh, and I do find 
public educational exercises like the speed dating enormous personal fun. 

Councillor Martin Gammell 

 

Whimple Rail Users Group (W.R.U.G.) 
 

You will see from Roger Algateõs earlier article that the Whimple Rail Users Group is 
starting to achieve some success. The group is very informal and has fifty plus 
ômembersõ (i.e. people who have been interested enough to come to the meetings) 
drawn from Whimple, Feniton, Talaton and Ottery St Mary (the latter two are 
regular rail users from Whimple).  There have also been requests from residents of 
Broadclyst to be kept abreast of our activities - so our reputation is spreading. Now 
it has been confirmed that ALL trains will be stopping at the new Cranbrook station 
when it opens next year. This news is like salt in a wound to the good people of 
Whimple, and a great spur to us getting our trains back. 

One thing we hope might work in our favour is the fact that the line from Axminster 
to Exeter happens to run through no fewer than three parliamentary constituencies, 
so we have turned our attention to our MPs. We are aware that Neil Parish is 
working hard for Honiton and Feniton, and we have now had meetings with Hugo 
Swire for East Devon and Ben Bradshaw of Exeter who represents Pinhoe. 

Our latest activity at the beginning of March has been a very successful meeting in 
Exeter organised by Hugo Swire MP between a number of rail user groups, Devon 
County representatives, Train operating companies and, most importantly, a 
Network Rail representative. We looked at the exciting possibility of our line 
becoming the eastern link of an òExeter Metroó network, and there was a hint of a 
possible slight improvement in the service in future, perhaps, involving First Great 
Western! The real problems being faced by the operating companies are getting 
extra rolling stock (next to impossible) and capital to finance additional double track 
(Very difficult). On the other hand, the new signalling will allow for additions and 
improvements in future, and there is no doubt that our protests have made the 
technocrats start to look at some imaginative ways of helping us further with a hint 
of the possibility of an additional rush hour train morning and evening.  Watch this 
space!          Martin Gammell 
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What could you do with ten minutes of your time? 

 

ôThe Mortgage Makeoverõ 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to determine if youõre paying too much for your 
mortgage. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes to see whether we can save you thousands of pounds. 
 

Ten minutes is all it takes to decide whether you can afford to pay your mortgage 
off early. 

 

Ten minutes is all it takes for impartial, independent financial advice. 
 

contact Stephen Clare on 01404 823375 
web ð www.stephenclare.co.uk 

email - stephenclare@thinkpositive.co.uk 

post - Longfield Whimple EX5 2TF 

 

(please remember your home may be repossessed 
if you cannot keep up the repayments on any 

mortgage or other loan secured on it) 
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

Come and Join us for a  

Soup and Sarnie Lunch  
 

12.00noon until 1.30pm  

on Saturday 28th April  

and Saturday 26th May  

 The Queens Diamond Jubilee 
 

To commemorate The Queens Diamond Jubilee the Parish Council has purchased 
three new village signs. The signs are made of cast aluminium and include an 
apple emblem. The new signs will replace the old ones before the Jubilee 
celebrations in June. 
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NEW FOUNTAIN BEACH 
 

Brought to you by Mallett Enterprises (Whimple) 
 

Following my comments in my last editorial, my phone has been red hot with 
questions and concerns about this new undertaking in the village. Gill, Michelle 
and Chris have been unable to obtain the services of Max Clifford, so I have 
volunteered to help with this surge of interest.  I note below the questions, and 
the answers provided by the Board of M.E.W.  

 

Q1. What facilities will be available on the beach? 

A1. M.E.W will provide a wide range of facilities to beach users, 
including a towel-side drinks service, and in certain cases only, a 
Sun Tan Lotion Application Service run by Michelle and Chris; 
others will be looked after by the WI.  

 

Q2 Will there be any dress restrictions? 

A2 Yes ð no thongs or budgie smugglers will be allowed.  Patrons will 
not be allowed into the pub in a topless state. Scuba divers will 
have to remove their fins and tanks before entering the bar.  

  

Q3 How deep will the water be? 

A3 M.E.W. are delighted to present this beach as the safest in the UK 
because there will be no water, as this appears to be the main 
cause of many accidents at the seaside. Nevertheless, there will be 
a shark watch tower built in the future. 

 
 

Q4. Will there be any entertainment. 

A4 No, you ARE the entertainment. 
 

Q5 Will there be showers at the beach? 

A5 No, but the History Society have kindly allowed M.E.W. to make 
use of the hose pipe round the back of the Heritage Centre  

 
Next time in your Whimple News ð find out if Tom 
Daley has accepted M.E.W.õs invitation to open the 
High Diving Board. Plus progress on the Shark Tower. 
You saw it here first!! 

Ed H  
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For all your daily requirements  

of 

MILK, CREAM, EGGS, FRUIT JUICE  

ORGANIC, SOYA & GOATS MILK  

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES  

POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETABLES 

also 

BIRD FOOD REQUIREMENTS AT COMPETITIVE RATES 

Delivered to your door  

SPIT ROAST SERVICES ALSO AVAILABLE 

Please contact 

VICTOR & MARIAN DANIEL  

Summerbridge, Whimple, Devon 

01404 822458   

 

                                                                                                                                   

 

 

PLUMBING & HEATING  

 

All aspects of plumbing undertaken  

Professional Wall & Floor Tiling  

24 hour emergency call -out  

NO CALL-OUT FEE 

Competitive Pricing ï Free estimates  

 

No job to small ï give us a call:  

 

07515 711907 or 07743 309096  

or 01626 859037  
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St Mary's Church - Village Survey and Church History 
 

Thank you to everyone in the village who completed and returned the 
questionnaires that were sent out by the PCC with the previous edition of the 
Whimple News.  As I write this article, over 280 completed questionnaires have 
been received with views expressed by over 480 people. We are presently in the 
process of analysing these: initial sorting suggests that over 430 people in the village 
have an interest in what happens to St. Mary's and many of you obviously put a lot 
of thought into your very helpful responses. There will be much for the PCC to 
consider over the coming months and your views will most certainly help it to shape 
its plans for the future of the church. We aim to provide more detailed feedback in 
future editions of The Whimple News once the analysis is complete. 

In the meantime, and as mentioned in the fact sheet that was circulated with the 
questionnaire, we thought you may be interested in a few words about the history 
of the impressive building that dominates the centre of our village. 

 St. Mary's church was massively rebuilt and extended in 1845 by Charles Force, an 
Exeter builder, to the designs of John Hayward, the leading local church architect in 
the diocese at that date. In amongst what was new in 1845 some of the fabric from 
earlier versions of the church, from the 15th and 16th centuries, including the font, 
still survives. The Rev Lloyd Saunders was the driving force behind this extension 
and modernisation of the church. 

The North Arcade (the side nearest the railway line) is largely late 15th century; it 
was extended in 1825 and the pier at the east end (nearest the Post Office) dates 
from that time. Three of its piers were taken down and rebuilt in 1845. The North 
aisle windows are late medieval, repaired in 1845. The South aisle (the side nearest 
The Square) includes three 15th century windows taken down, repaired and re-set in 
new walling when the church was rebuilt. The East window was similarly repaired 
and re-set at that time. There is a date of 1571, apparently re-cut, above the West 
door of the tower but there are differences of opinion as to whether this is indicative 
of the age of the fabric of the tower. Much of the rest of the church: the sanctuary, 
the roofs, the South arcade and the South wall, dates from the 1845 restoration, re-
using old fabric, whether stone or timber, where possible. The fittings are a mixture 
of dates, but the congregational seating combines new 1845 seats and recycled 
earlier seating, some parts of which date back to the 16th century (NB. recycling is 
not new in Whimple!). The chancel, including the choir stalls, is largely a creation of 
1902, designed by the local architectural practice of Tait and Harvey. The church is 
ecclesiastically listed graded II*, not grade I, reflecting the extent of the 1845 
rebuilding. 

When the Church was rebuilt in 1845, several painted panels, perhaps from an 
earlier chancel screen, were found to have been used, upside down, as steps for the 
pulpit. They were rescued and are now incorporated into the tower screen which 
was erected in 1955. They include depictions of: St. Appollonia holding a tooth in a 
pair of pincers,  St. John the Baptist with a lamb, St. Sebastian pierced with many 
arrows, and King Henry VI  who became a saint by public acclamation although not 
officially canonised because Henry VIII refused to pay the exorbitant sum 
demanded by the Pope. 
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The rationale for the rebuilding in 1845 seems to have been simply to provide more 
seating, and free seating, for the congregation. Prior to that date pew rents were 
charged. After that date, while pew rents were still charged for a time for the new 
and more comfortable box pews in the side aisles, the pews in the nave which had 
narrower seats, low backs and less leg room were free.  Some of these 'free seats' 
were newly constructed in 1845 whilst others were made from timber recycled from 
earlier pews. 30 of the current carved pew ends probably date from the 16th 
century. These are situated mainly in the two Western blocks of pews (to the rear of 
the church). The remainder are 19th century replicas. 

Since 1845 there have been a few significant changes. A gallery at the West end 
housing the organ and several seats was removed probably around 1860 and the 
organ was moved to the East end of the North aisle where the current organ, which 
was installed in 1952, sits. The panelled dados from the box pews were removed 
pre-1900 due to dry rot, which has been an unfortunate common theme in several 
of the significant major repairs over the years, particularly to the floor. Also several 
pews have been removed at various times to make more flexible use of the space in 
various areas of the church. The chancel was completely redesigned and updated in 
1902. The present clock in the tower was installed in 1911. 

Please come in, look around and appreciate the asset that has been bequeathed to 
us by our forebears in the village. The church is usually open daily from about 10.00 
a.m. to about 4.00 p.m. 

Stephen Godsiff 

Churchwarden 

Singing Lessons/ Vocal Coaching 
 

Do you love singing? 

Would you like to find your voice? 

Fancy surprising a loved one with a song/CD? 

Why not give it a try - come and have a taster lesson. 

 

Contact Julia Green: 07779 139251 / r.green2@virgin.net 
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WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT 
VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 

 

Our first event this year was our ôSocial Eveningõ on Friday 30th March which was a 
very enjoyable and successful event. There were a number of activities taking place 
from a seed / plant swop to an old gardening tool quiz and even a question time 
forum. All in all, it was a very enjoyable evening. 

We were fortunate to secure a booking to go round the grounds of Highgrove, The 
allocation of bookings was fully taken up within 24 hours, so we were fortunate to 
secure one. Just as quick was the uptake of tickets for this and our allotted 26 went 
like the proverbial hotcakes! Clearly these were made available to VPA members 
first, so if you missed out through not being a member, make sure you come along 
to the Plant Sale in May and join up!! 

Talking of the plant sale, this will take place on Saturday 12 May in the Village Hall. 
This has been a great success in recent years and we will be looking for the same 
success this year. Hopefully we will be able to provide a wide range of plants but if 
there any specific plants you would like us to grow, please let us know and we will 
see what we can do!  

Following this, we are going to have a trip to visit Burrow Farms Gardens at 
Dalwood, near Axminster. These gardens have become very popular over the years 
and have been developed by Mary Benger and her family. This visit will take place 
on Thursday 14th June, aiming to leave about 10.00 from The Square, and returning 
at approximately 4.00pm. The cost will be Ã6.00 per head, so very reasonable for 
such an interesting trip. More details on the website. 

We have recently gone through the Show Schedule for this year and 
hopefully the new Schedule will be available from our website as well as 
the usual outlets. Make sure you have a note of the revised date for this 
year, Saturday 1st September. 

We look forward to seeing you at these events, especially the 
Annual Flower Show. Details of all our events are listed on the 
website which is:  www.whimplevpa.org.uk 

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary. 
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Louise Turner N.D. Hort  
Robert Mogridge R.H.S. Cert Hort  

Tel 01837 89285     Mob 07811781137 

  e-mail: info@goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk  
       www.goldenleaflandscapes.co.uk  

 Garden Design and Construction  
from a single border to a total make-over 

A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE WITH EXPERT 
PLANT ADVICE    -    FREE CONSULTATION 
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Whimple Village Week 
 

Our hard-stretched Village Week Team is busy planning events for Village 
Week in July and for this yearõs Village Day on Saturday 14th July. 

To follow the Olympic Year theme we are hoping to run some fun kids 
sporting events on the Parish Field as part of Village Day. We do however 
desperately need some volunteers to help arrange and run these events. 

If you are keen on sports and prepared to lend a hand to make this happen 
then please let me know. 

Bob Scanlan 822262 bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk 

 


