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Sue Ayres raising the thermometer to £163,000 - see page 16 
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Sat. 

 
Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for info on upcoming 

events, such as quiz nights, open mic and live music. 
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Editorial 
Welcome to the springtime edition of Whimple News. 

In the last edition we feared that the next would be our last. The team had become 
too small for it to continue. The good news is that three people have now stepped 
forward and offered to help. Samantha Upton, who introduces herself on page 5, 
has agreed to replace Ed Hitchcock as our new editor. Jenny Fells has taken over the 
advertising and Alex Tooze will be helping with production. We could still do with 
more help to restore the team to its original size of ten. If you would like to join us, 
please let me know. 

Ed will now, finally, be able to leave the team after 25 years. He and Nicky left the 
village some time ago but Ed has continued to support us ever since. His ôEd the Edõ 
editorials over the years have been a delight. ôThank youõ Ed.  

Whimple News has been saved but is the same true for our church? St. Mary's has 
been at the centre of our village community, not just for decades, but for centuries. 
Now it seems the church itself could be under threat. In the article on page 10 Rev. 
Marc warns us that there is a very real possibility that, with the currently insufficient 
funding, our church could close. 

Elsewhere in the magazine you will read that the 2002 village survey showed that 
the main reason for people coming to live in Whimple was the ôvillage lifestyleõ and 
we are rightly proud of our villageõs community spirit. However, as I read through 
the pages of this magazine, it seems that the very organisations that create that 
community spirit are struggling for lack of volunteers. The Heritage centre, the 
Garden Club, and the Cricket Club are all asking for help and there are five 
vacancies on the Parish Council. Perhaps you could provide that help.  

One person who has made a major contribution to our village is Rory Maguire at 
the village shop. We are sorry to learn of Roryõs illness and give him and his family 
our very best wishes and hope for a speedy recovery. 

The POW&R group works hard looking after the interests of our village. In their 
article on page 50 we learn about progress and problems associated with the 
Neighbourhood Plan. They express some concern about the Parish Council's role in 
the planõs completion. Perhaps the Council could respond in the next edition. 

On the front cover is some more good news with a picture of the Victory Hall 
chairman, Sue Ayres, updating the fund raising thermometer to show that the hall 
committee have now raised £163,000 towards the refurbishment and future 
extension of the hall. Very well done! 

Our next edition will be a special one as it will mark 25 years of Whimple News 
being produced by the current team. We welcome your articles for that edition 
which will be delivered in June.  
Send your contributions to me at: bob@bobscanlan.co.uk, by 12th May please. 

Bob Scanlan  
07845 325532 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or 07712 120635 
 

 or email: barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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An introduction from our new Editor: 
 

Greetings, Whimple residents! 

I'm Samantha, and my journey to Whimple began two years ago when my partner 
Steven and I decided to make this charming village our home. In our previous issue, I 
was moved by Bob and the team's heartfelt plea to safeguard the Whimple News 
from fading into obscurity. Like many of you, I felt a pang of sadness at the thought.  

Originally hailing from the Midlands, I've spent the 
last 16 years navigating various locations due to my 
partner's service in The Royal Marines. However, 
upon settling here, we were pleasantly surprised to 
find a quaint magazine awaiting us at our doorstep, 
serving as a delightful window into our community. 
It's a rarity to encounter such a thoughtful gesture, 
and I felt compelled to seize the opportunity to 
contribute to our village's fabric. Thus, I am honoured 
to step into the role of editor, following in ôEd the Edõs 
footsteps.  

Over the coming months, the team will graciously 
guide me through the intricacies of the position, and I 
aspire to uphold the standard of excellence they have 
set in serving our community for many years.  

As I embark on this journey, I extend my heartfelt 
wishes to the rest of the team for a bright future 
ahead. I am looking forward to working with them 
and I eagerly anticipate the chance to connect with 
each of you as I explore our village with our beloved 
maltipoo puppy, Marley, by my side. Should you spot 
us around the village, don't hesitate to say hello! 

Warm regards, 

Samantha 

NEW WHIMPLE NEWS TEAM MEMBERS! 
Thank you so much to  Samantha Upton, Jenny Fells and Alex 

Tooze, who answered our call for help! 
 

Samantha will be our new Editor, Jenny will be taking over Edõs 
Advertising role and Alex will be lending a hand with Production. 

Thank you all for stepping up to save our lovely magazine  

We could still do with some more help so please get in touch if you would like to 
join us!  

 

Sam Upton 
 with her husband Steve 
and family pet Marley 
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Andy 

Brooker 
Monumental Mason 

 

Whimple based 
 

Traditional 
Memorials 
 

Handcut Lettering 

 

01297 33290 

07931 322291 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  
www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 

{h¦¢I ²9{¢ 
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http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 

Whatõs On In Whimple 
 

April  
  6th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall 12noon to 1.30pm  - with free soup for 

children 11 and under. 
  9th WI meeting, ôExeter Cinema, the Golden Ageõ by Jon Bell - 2.00pm in the Hub. 

13th Front Row Club - 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 

27th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall - 12noon to 1.30pm 
 

May 
  2nd ôThe History of Whimpleõs Holy Wellõ , Talk by Louise Scanlan - 7.00pm in 

Whimple Church. See page 27 for more information.  

11th Front Row Club - 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 
17-19th Theatre 4All - Open air production Toad of Toad Hallð Rull House. See 

pages 28 & 29 for more information.  

18th Whimple and District Gardening club ð Annual plant sale in the Village Hall. 
See page 54 for more information  

25th SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall - 12noon to 1.30pm  
 

June 
8th Front Row Club - 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall 

22nd SoupõnõSarnie at the Victory Hall - 12noon to 1.30pm  
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I (Rory) would like to start this article by saying a big thank you for the kind wishes 
from customers and the extra support provided by our staff, my wife Sharon, her 
brother Paul and my sister Sarah over the past three months after I was diagnosed 
with kidney and lung cancer and needed to undergo Chemotherapy treatment at 
Exeter. This has taken me away from the day to day running of Whimple Stores and I 
will need to be in a ôback officeõ role, limiting contact with other people until the 
treatment finalises. 

Our parcels service has improved since the last article and we are now additionally 
accepting tracked delivery and special delivery parcels and envelopes. If you are 
buying postage for a parcel via the Royal Mail website, it will orient you towards 
using the free collection service. For many people who work away from home, this 
is an inconvenient option but the design of the website does not seem to allow 
anything different. The trick is to continue as if the parcel will be collected and then 
when you have added the parcel to the basket, you will see an ôI will drop it offõ 
option on the right hand side. Click that option and then select ôPost Officeõ. Once 
you have the QR code or label printed, bring it into Whimple Stores for sending. 

Donõt forget, we can also do online shopping returns, parcel collection, stamps, cash 
back and bill payments. 

By the time you read this article, stamp prices will have gone up (2nd April). The 
new prices are £1.35 for 1st Class, 85p for 2nd Class, £2.10 for Large Letter 1st 
Class (up to 100g) and £1.55 for Large Letter 2nd Class. Other stamp prices will 
have increased and we have an up to date list of prices available. 

We have created a new Facebook page for Whimple Stores as the old one was 
getting spammed. The new one is at www.facebook.com/whimple.stores and we 
would appreciate a few followers. We will post updates about new stock lines at the 
shop such as new gluten free products, reminders about upcoming events such as 
Fathers Day, opening times for public holidays etc. We also intend to post to 
Whimple Whatõs On. 

If you have noticed the delicious aroma of freshly ground coffee when visiting the 
Stores, this is because our coffee and the seating area in the shop are proving to be 
very popular as a social gathering spot. Itõs a great place to meet friends from 
around the village and catch up over an iced bun or a flapjack.  

Finally, we really do appreciate the custom that our regular customers provide as 
this is keeping Whimple Stores operating for the village. The economic situation has 
been tough for everyone and many convenience stores such as us have gone to the 
wall with increased electricity prices, increased stock prices and from April, 
increased staff costs. A £1 spent in Whimple Stores, goes to local staff and supports 
local food industries. A £1 spent in the big supermarkets helps the CEO achieve his 
£multimillion bonus payout. 

Sharon, Rory, Sabrina and the team 

http://www.facebook.com/whimple.stores
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  Chimneys 

Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 

Lined and Built 
òAll your chimney needsó 

Alf Butler 
Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 
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News from the church - Church closures. 
Hello my friends, 

How would you feel if Whimple church shut?  Maybe you would miss it at 
Christmas & Easter but other than that it wouldnõt be much of an issue. Maybe it not 
being there for family baptisms, weddings and funerals but you could live with that. 
Maybe at Remembrance Sunday you could always travel up to Ottery or Honiton. 
Maybe you enjoy the coffee mornings and the Christmas fair but they are not really 
essential. And the Foodbank during COVID was great but there would always be 
others. Or maybe you would be pretty upset. 

Of course, possibly you believe it could never happen. The Church of England after 
all has vast reserves and would never let a large church like Whimple shut, after all it 
has been there forever. 

Well, here are a few scary facts: Every parish church is paid for by the people who 
use it on a Sunday, we get a proportion of the fees for weddings and funerals and 
everything else we have to find through fundraising. Every parish church is 
independent, and we receive zero outside funding for day to day running costs. At 
Whimple that is around £160 per day: you read that correctly. Every day just to 
keep our church open costs us £160. And, we are struggling to cover that. In fact 
this year we are planning for a deficit budget of thousands of pounds. 

We will need to pay that out of our reserves but they wonõt last forever. And when it 
is gone, the church would be locked and the keys passed back to the Diocese of 
Exeter. They will not reopen it. If it seems inconceivable that could ever happen take 
a trip up to St Michaelõs up on the hill behind Honiton, it was closed in 2019 and 
now is in a pretty sorry state. A 2022 report found that up to 368 churches could be 
at risk for closure in the next two to five years, and for context the Diocese of Exeter 
itself is currently running a very large deficit of itõs own which it will struggle to 
continue covering out of its unrestricted reserves (and once again, every diocese is 
financially independent within the Church of England). And that closure rate was 
before the full affects of COVID became clear. 

Parish churches have been relying upon a declining number of people to help pay 
and care for them for decades and we are now at a tipping point in many of our 
parishes. Thanks in part to COVID pushing us along a path we were already set on. 
Why am I telling you this, well, we cannot continue without your help. Yes, the 
church will limp on for a few more years as the small group of volunteers struggle to 
keep it open and organise fundraising events, but the trajectory is clear. 
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How can you help? The simplest is to sign up for a small monthly donation through 
the parish giving scheme, this safe and secure system gives us a reliable cash flow, 
or you can consider a legacy in your will. If you choose you can specify what the 
donation is for; so, if you have no religious belief but appreciate the history of the 
building you can decide to instruct any donation is purely to maintain the building 
and cover things like insurance &  electricity. 

Ultimately the church does not belong to the vicar, the church council or even the 
congregation, it belongs to the parish, and it is going to take the parish to keep it 
there for another few hundred years. 

Please email me if you would like to make a donation or visit: 

 https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/ 

Thank you. God bless. Rev Marc.  
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Whimple Parish Council 
 
 

Community Speed Watch Initiative 
A number of local residents have expressed concern about speeding vehicles in the 
village, particularly on Church Road. 

We are looking to set up a community Speedwatch initiative but need volunteers 
to come forward to be part of this.  

Community Speed Watch is a community-operated feedback scheme designed to 
allow unpaid volunteers to officially monitor and report to the Police the details of 
speeding vehicles in specific areas where speeding is of concern to the 
Community. Speed Watch is not enforcement but supports local Communities to 
improve road safety. It does this by: 

¶ Educating drivers by displaying their speed with a view to improving driver 
behaviour. 

¶ Delivering locally based feedback schemes where speeding is of specific 
concern to the Community, operated by volunteers and supported by the 
Local Highway Authority and Police. 

¶ Officially monitoring and reporting to the Police the details of speeding 
vehicles in specific areas where speed is of concern. These speed monitoring 
reports enable the police to: 

¶ Send advisory letters to the Registered Owners with the aim to educate 
rather than punish. 

¶ Use the data gathered to inform Police and others on the allocation of 
resources and general road safety issues. 

Volunteers need to be over 18 and willing to undertake training. 

If you are interested please contact the Clerk at the email address below.  
 

Councillor co-option 
There have been some changes on the Council: 

¶ Councillor Sarah Johnson has resigned 

¶ Councillor Todd Olive has recently joined the council 

¶ Councillor Denise Dearden is now the Vice Chair 

The Parish Council currently has five vacancies so if you are interested in joining 
the Council please get in touch. 
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Allotments 
The Council has recently updated its policy relating to 
allotments, which can be found on the Council website.  
If you are interested in having an allotment and wish to 
join the waiting list, please contact the Clerk for more 
information. 

For existing allotment holders, please contact the Clerk if 
you have any queries. 

 
 

Amy Tregellas 

Whimple Parish Clerk 

Website: www.whimpleparishcouncil.org 
Email: whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com 
We are also contactable on Facebook. 
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The Victory Hall is not just my village hall; itõs your village hall too.  

Please help us to deliver our plans to improve the hall for the benefit of the whole 
community by supporting our community fund raising initiatives. 

 

March 18th marked the start of National Village Halls Week. 

ôVillage Halls Week (VHW) is a national campaign, shining a spotlight on the contribution 
Englandõs 10,000+ village halls make to rural communities. It is an opportunity for hall 
management committees to celebrate their work and get inspiration from others, says Action 
with Communities in Rural England (ACRE).  

 

This article highlights the work we are doing at our village hall. 

The plan to build an extension is at the top of our agenda and the first quarter of 2024 saw a 
much needed boost to our extension appeal. To mark the start of Village Halls Week we 
were able to raise our appeals thermometer by a total of £15,000 to £163,000.  

The money raised came from several sources; a grant (the subject below), a couple of 
fundraising events and more importantly, from 2 very generous donations given by Whimple 
residents totalling an amazing £1050 - one was for £800 and the other £250. I would like to 
extend a big thank you to both families for their support, it is very much appreciated. 

 

We announce a U-Turn relating to the replacement of the roof at the hall. 

In 2022 Queen Elizabethõs Platinum Jubilee Village Halls Fund was announced. The aim of 
the fund was to support the modernisation and improvement of village halls so that they 
were fit for purpose. The fund was offering grants covering 20% of the cost of a project.  

 

At the time our plans to build an extension were not fully formed so we pursued one of our 
phase two projects - to replace the 1960õs single skinned metal roof with a modern triple 
skinned insulated roof. The new roof would conserve heat in the winter and deflect the sunõs 
rays in summer. We submitted our application in February 2023, but unfortunately in July 
2023 we heard that our bid was unsuccessful.  

 

By this time our extension plans were well underway so we made the decision to shelve the 
roof replacement and concentrate on the extension and we announced this course of action. 
However, a few weeks ago we heard that a later review panel had awarded us a grant of 
£12,800. We were very grateful and have accepted. The new roof, along with new facia and 
guttering will be erected during the school holiday in August this year. 

MANY THANKS ð Sue Ayres.  
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