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Olde Worlde family run Free house in the heart of Whimple.
Real Ales.
Local Ciders.
Good Food.
Open 7 days a week 11am -11pm.
Serving food from Wednesday through to Sunday.
Lunch is served from 12pm —2:30pm Wed — Sat.
Evening meals are served from 5:30pm — 8:30pm Wed —Fri.
Evening meals are served from 6pm -9pmon Sat .

Sunday meals are served from 12pm — 6pm.

Bookings can be made via the phone or through our website.

Tel 01404 643730 www.newfountaininn.com
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Editorial

Welcome to the springtime edition of Whimple News.

In the last edition we feared that the next would be our last. The team had becom
too small for it to continue. The good news is that three people have now steppet
forward and offered to help. Samantha Upton, who introduces herself on page ¢
has agreed to replace Ed Hitchcock as our new editor. Jenny Fells has taken over
advertising and Alex Tooze will be helping with production. We could still do with
more help to restore the team to its original size of ten. If you would like to join us
please let me know.

Ed will now, finally, be able to leave the team after 25 years. He and Nicky left th
vill age some time ago but Ed has cont
editorials over the years have been a

Whimple News has been saved but is the same true for our church? St. Mary's h
been at the centre of our village community, not just for decades, but for centuries
Now it seems the church itself could be under threat. In the article on page 10 Re
Marc warns us that there is a very real possibility that, with the currently insufficiel
funding, our church could close.

Elsewhere in the magazine you will read that the 2002 village survey showed th
the main reason for people coming to

we are rightly proud of our villagebo
the pages of this magazine, it seems that the very organisations that create tt
community spirit are struggling for lack of volunteers. The Heritage centre, th
Garden Club, and the Cricket Club are all asking for help and there are fi
vacancies on the Parish Council. Perhaps you could provide that help.

One person who has made a major contribution to our village is Rory Maguire a
the village shop. We are sorry to | e
our very best wishes and hope for a speedy recovery.

The POW&R group works hard looking after the interests of our village. In the
article on page 50 we learn about progress and problems associated with th
Neighbourhood Plan. They express some concern about the Parish Council's role
the plands compl eti on. Perhaps the Co

On the front cover is some more good news with a picture of the Victory Hall
chairman, Sue Ayres, updating the fund raising thermometer to show that the he
committee have now raised £163,000 towards the refurbishment and future
extension of the hall. Very well done!

Our next edition will be a special one as it will mark 25 years of Whimple News
being produced by the current teamWe welcome your articles for that edition
which will be delivered in June.

Send your contributions to me at: bob@bobscanlan.co.uk, by 12th May please.

Bob Scanlan
07845 325532
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Build Consultants

PLANNING & PROPERTYEXPERTS Uhimple-basead tree surgeon

01404 821999
RANDALL@BUILDCONSULTANTS.CO.UK

D@ﬂ@ﬂﬁ@ﬂ

Arboricultural solutions

Building Design & Planning Permission

Call or email us today for a free consultation -
or why not pop in and see us at The Hive, Arboriculture

opposite the Thirsty Farmer

YOUR VISION, OUR EXPERIENCE

Est 1979

PAINTING  WALLPAPERING
SPECIALIST FINISHES MURALS TILING
COVING CARPENTRY ALTERATIONS

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Cal I Barry on 012
or 07712 120634

Wor email: barryseaf




NEW WHIMPLE NEWS TEAM MEMBERS!

4 Thank you so much to Samantha Upton, Jenny Fells and Ale
Tooze, who answered our call for help!

S mantha will be our new Edit
Advertising role and Alex will be lending a hand with Production.
Thank you all for stepping up to save our lovely magazine

We could still do with some more help so please get in touch if you would like to
join us!

An i ntroduction from our

Greetings, Whimple residents!

I'm Samantha, and my journey to Whimple began two years ago when my partne
Steven and | decided to make this charming village our home. In our previous issue
was moved by Bob and the team's heartfelt plea to safeguard the Whimple New
from fading into obscurity. Like many of you, | felt a pang of sadness at the thought.

Originally hailing from the Midlands, I've spent th
last 16 years navigating various locations due to m
partner's service in The Royal Marines. Howeve
upon settling here, we were pleasantly surprised t
find a quaint magazine awaiting us at our doorstep
serving as a delightful window into our community.
It's a rarity to encounter such a thoughtful gestur
and | felt compelled to seize the opportunity to
contribute to our village's fabric. Thus, | am honoure
to step into the role offf
footsteps.

Over the coming months, the team will graciousl
guide me through the intricacies of the position, and
aspire to uphold the standard of excellence they haw
set in serving our community for many years.

As | embark on this journey, | extend my heartfelfl [
wishes to the rest of the team for a bright futur
ahead. | am looking forward to working with them
and | eagerly anticipate the chance to connect wit
each of you as | explore our village with our belove
maltipoo puppy, Marley, by my side. Should you spo
us around the village, don't hesitate to say hello!

Warm regards,
Samantha

Sam Upton
with her husband Steve
and family pet Marley
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PAYMENT PLAN
3, 6,9 or 12 months r = (7] ?: ;Laantt::S
THE EASY WAY il cenuine

TO PAY produced
quote

workmg in ';)g;rtnershlp W|th most of the Ieal:img estate agencies.

+Slating *Tiling *Flat roofing *Fibreglass flat roofs *Chimneys/ &

Leadwork *Turnerized slate roofs *Guttering/uPVC/fascia hoards

* Storm damage/insurance work *All grant work undertaken

*Insurance backed guarantees *Full public liability insurance
*Free written quotations *All work guaranteed

T: 01404 891813 M: 07789 555685 ° stephen.wattsrr@gmail.com ¢ www.ridge-roofing.com

vELUX Bl oo: B ()
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http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk

What ds On I n Whimpl e

April

6thSoupdndSarnie at the Vi-withfoee soupkba | |
children 11 and under.

9t h WI meeting, OExeter Ci 12680pm inthe Hub.

13th Front Row Club-7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall

27thSoupdndSarni e alPknoantoé&30dm ct ory Hal l

May
2nd6 The Hi story of Whi mpl eds HWODpminWe | |
Whimple Church. See page 27 for more information.
11th Front Row Club-7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall

17-19th Theatre 4All-Open air production Toad of Toad Haé Rull House. See
pages 28 & 29 for more information.

18th Whimple and District Gardening clul® Annual plant sale in the Village Hall.
See page 54 for more information

25thSoupdndSarni e alPnoanto&30pm ct ory Hal l

June
8th Front Row Club-7.00 for 7.30pm in the Victory Hall
22ndSoupdndSarni e alknoantoé30pi ct ory Hal |l

ODELL PLUMBI NG &

jasonodel | . pl umbirngg

07974 818833

ALL TYPES OF GAS AND Ol L

BOILER SERVI CE, REPAI R &

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS.

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYS{
UNDERFLOOR HEATI NG. RecsTER




WHIMPLE STORES ==

I (Rory) would like to start this article by saying a big thank you for the kind wishe:
from customers and the extra support provided by our staff, my wife Sharon, he
brother Paul and my sister Sarah over the past three months after | was diagnose
with kidney and lung cancer and needed to undergo Chemotherapy treatment at
Exeter. This has taken me away from the day to day running of Whimple Stores anc
wi || need to be in a O6back officedo r

treatment finalises.

Our parcels service has improved since the last article and we are now additionall
accepting tracked delivery and special delivery parcels and envelopes. If you ar
buying postage for a parcel via the Royal Mail website, it will orient you towards
using the free collection service. For many people who work away from home, this
is an inconvenient option but the design of the website does not seem to allow
anything different. The trick is to continue as if the parcel will be collected and ther
when you have added the parcel to th
option on the right hand side. Click
you have the QR code or label printed, bring it into Whimple Stores for sending.

Dondt forget, we can also do online s
back and bill payments.

By the time you read this article, stamp prices will have gone up (2nd April). The
new prices are £1.35 for 1lst Class, 85p for 2nd Class, £2.10 for Large Letter 1
Class (up to 100g) and £1.55 for Large Letter 2nd Class. Other stamp prices w
have increased and we have an up to date list of prices available.

We have created a new Facebook page for Whimple Stores as the old one wa
getting spammed. The new one is awww.facebook.com/whimple.storesand we
would appreciate a few followers. We will post updates about new stock lines at the
shop such as new gluten free products, reminders about upcoming events such &
Fathers Day, opening times for public holidays etc. We also intend to post tc
Whi mpl e Whatds On.

If you have noticed the delicious aroma of freshly ground coffee when visiting the
Stores, this is because our coffee and the seating area in the shop are proving to t
very popul ar as a soci al gathering s
around the village and catch up over an iced bun or a flapjack.

Finally, we really do appreciate the custom that our regular customers provide a
this is keeping Whimple Stores operating for the village. The economic situation ha
been tough for everyone and many convenience stores such as us have gone to th
wall with increased electricity prices, increased stock prices and from April
increased staff costs. A £1 spent in Whimple Stores, goes to local staff and suppor
local food industries. A £1 spent in the big supermarkets helps the CEO achieve h
£multimillion bonus payout.

Sharon, Rory, Sabrina and the team



http://www.facebook.com/whimple.stores

The Square
Whimple
EXS5 2SN

O0O1404
S22316

Rory,. Sharon, Sabrina and Team welcome you to our

Stores and Coffee Shop for fresh Devon bread, millk,

wegetables and egzgs. Frozen, fresh and canned foods.
Cards, stamps, Gift Cards, stationery and more.

We also provide Parcel sending and collection, bill
payments, cash withdrawals, electricity and phone top-
ups, gift cards and cash withdrawals.

Mondays to Fridays 08:00to 18:00
Saturdays and Sundays 09:00to 12:00
Public Holidays 08:00to 12:00

Maths & Physics

Online Tutoring || C"' mMneY

Wood Bu
GCSE & A'Level Fir es
Personal coaching to suit your needs,
with experienced mathematician. Swept, Installe
Member of the Tutor's Association. Lined and Bu

GAlyoucrhi mneydnelg

Alf Butler

Daytime/ Evening/ Saturdays.

For more information please see my website:

robertpooleymaths.co.uk Tel : 01404
Robert Pooley 01404 822333 A fully insured
robertpooleymaths@gmail.com registered Co




BUILD WITH

CARPENTER, KITCHEN FITTER

JOINER
INNOVATIVE.COMPETITIVE.REPUTABLE

EXCEPTIONAL STANDARD OF COMPLETION
FLEXIBLE TO ALL CLIENTS PRECISE NEEDS

HENRY TETLEY
0786865842

EMAIL: buildwithtetley@gmail.com

SCAN QR CODE TO ACCESS MY ONLINE
PORTFOLIO OF WORK

Could a Personal
Assistant make life L HubCOre

SUPPORT

a little easier?

The affordable alternative to home care,
where you choose who supports you

Hub Personal Assistants can help with:

e Companionship

e Domestic tasks

e Meal preparation

e Personal care

e Shopping

e Respite

e Live-care

e Assistance to appointments

Call us today for a friendly no obligation chat.

EL
SECURITY SYSTEMS

Your local wireless security system experts

“LESS MESS LESS FUSS!”

« Serving the South West since 1997
* SSAIB registered installers

* Bespoke system surveys by engineers
« Installation, servicing and system upgrades
* Only the best quality products used

* A local, friendly service you can trust

“DON’T WAIT TILL IT°’S TOO LATE!”

CALL US TODAY ON: 01392 487032
www.ellardsecurity.co.uk

Lamb Hill

Garden Machinery
e Sales. @ Repairs

§ L@um

Andrew has over 20 years experience
in the garden machinery industry.
Previously at Otter Nurseries & more
recently at P.J.Flegg.

FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN MACHINERY NEEDS
CALL ANDREW TODAY
01404 823100/07773 579072

Moorview Industrial Estate Straightway
Head Whimple Devon. EX5 2QT

Email: lambhillgardenmachinery@hotmail.co.uk




Granvisson

FIRES, FIREPLACES,
STOVES -

& DECORATIVE PLASTER

FREE ADVICE AND SURVEYS
EXPERT AND QUALIFIED FITTING BY OUR OWN FULLY SKILLED TRADESMEN
VISIT OUR LARGE SHOWROOMS

GRANDISSON, 26-28 FINNIMORE IND. EST, OTTERY ST MARY, EX11 1NR
TEL: 01404 812876

Specialist and trusted provision of domiciliary care services to support an
individual in their own home in Ottery St Mary and the surrounding area.

With over 20 years’ nursing experience in the community and within the care sector, Christine
provides that additional support with day-to-day household tasks, personal care or any other
activity that allows an individual to maintain their quality of life and independent living.
Services include:

¢ Companionship ¢ Overnight care e Personal care

o Getting up & putting to bed o Social outings e Home help

o Support with medication o Shopping o Meal time assistance
¢ Escorting to appointments o Wellbeing Support e Family Support

Contact Christine on:
Tel: 01404 813315. Mob: 07984 150696
Email: ottercareservices@hotmail.com
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News from the church- Church closures.

Hello my friends,

How would you feel if Whimple church shut? Maybe you would miss it at
Christmas & Easter but other than tha
being there for family baptisms, weddings and funerals but you could live with tha
Maybe at Remembrance Sunday you could always travel up to Ottery or Honiton
Maybe you enjoy the coffee mornings and the Christmas fair but they are not reall
essential. And the Foodbank during COVID was great but there would always b
others. Or maybe you would be pretty upset.

Of course, possibly you believe it could never happen. The Church of England aft
all has vast reserves and would never let a large church like Whimple shut, after al
has been there forever.

Well, here are a few scary facts: Every parish church is paid for by the people wi
use it on a Sunday, we get a proportion of the fees for weddings and funerals ar
everything else we have to find through fundraising. Every parish church
independent, and we receive zero outside funding for day to day running costs. A
Whimple that is around £160 per day: you read that correctly. Every day just t
keep our church open costs us £160. And, we are struggling to cover that. In fa
this year we are planning for a deficit budget of thousands of pounds.

We wi | | need to pay that out of our r
is gone, the church would be locked and the keys passed back to the Diocese
Exeter. They will not reopen it. If it seems inconceivable that could ever happen tal
a trip up to St Mi chael 6s up on the
now is in a pretty sorry state. A 2022 report found that up to 368 churches could be
at risk for closure in the next two to five years, and for context the Diocese of Exete
itself is currently running a very |
continue covering out of its unrestricted reserves (and once again, every diocese
financially independent within the Church of England). And that closure rate wa
before the full affects of COVID became clear.

Parish churches have been relying upon a declining number of people to help pa
and care for them for decades and we are now at a tipping point in many of ou
parishes. Thanks in part to COVID pushing us along a path we were already set c
Why am | telling you this, well, we cannot continue without your help. Yes, the
church will limp on for a few more years as the small group of volunteers struggle t
keep it open and organise fundraising events, but the trajectory is clear.

12



How can you help? The simplest is to sign up for a small monthly donation through
the parish giving scheme, this safe and secure system gives us a reliable cash flo
or you can consider a legacy in your will. If you choose you can specify what the
donation is for; so, if you have no religious belief but appreciate the history of the
building you can decide to instruct any donation is purely to maintain the building
and cover things like insurance & electricity.
Ultimately the church does not belong to the vicar, the church council or even the
congregation, it belongs to the parish, and it is going to take the parish to keep it
there for another few hundred yeatrs.
Please email me if you would like to make a donation or visit:
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/home/

Thank you. God bless. Rev Marc.

WHIMPLE

Our film nights allow you to see the best of current releases, along with some
classic favourites, in friendly surroundings, soft chairs and free of all the hassle
or travelling to surrounding cinemas. People come from far and wide, so it's not
a closed shop! The showings are generally on Saturdays, once a month, in
Whimple Victory Hall.

How the Front Row Club Operates:

e Doors open at 7pm for 7.30pm.

e The show starts with a short B movie

e Thereis always a strategically-timed interval for ice creams, tea,
coffee, and nibbles

e BYO alcohol and glasses

e Full season membership (September —June) is £20.00

e Temporary memberships for visitors are available on the door for
£4.50 per month - everyone is welcome

Dates for 2023/4 Film Season
SEE VILLAGE HALL

th H
Saturday 13% April NOTICEBOARD FOR FILM TITLE
Saturday 11t May

Saturday 8t June Or email frontrowclub@gmail.com or scan

13



Whimple Parish Council

Community Speed Watch Initiative

A number of local residents have expressed concern about speeding vehicles in t
village, particularly on Church Road.

We are looking to set up a community Speedwatch initiative but need volunteer
to come forward to be part of this.

Community Speed Watch is a communitpperated feedback scheme designed tc
allow unpaid volunteers to officially monitor and report to the Police the details c
speeding vehicles in specific areas where speeding is of concern to tl
Community. Speed Watch is not enforcement but supports local Communities t
improve road safety. It does this by:

1 Educating drivers by displaying their speed with a view to improving drive
behaviour.

1 Delivering locally based feedback schemes where speeding is of speci
concern to the Community, operated by volunteers and supported by the
Local Highway Authority and Police.

{1 Officially monitoring and reporting to the Police the details of speeding
vehicles in specific areas where speed is of concern. These speed monitor
reports enable the police to:

1 Send advisory letters to the Registered Owners with the aim to educa
rather than punish.

1 Use the data gathered to inform Police and others on the allocation c
resources and general road safety issues.

Volunteers need to be over 18 and willing to undertake training.
If you are interested please contact the Clerk at the email address below.

Councillor cooption

There have been some changes on the Council:

9 Councillor Sarah Johnson has resigned

1 Councillor Todd Olive has recently joined the council
9 Councillor Denise Dearden is now the Vice Chair

The Parish Council currently has five vacancies so if you are interested in join
the Council please get in touch.

14



Allotments

The Council has recently updated its policy relating to
allotments, which can be found on the Council website.
If you are interested in having an allotment and wish to
join the waiting list, please contact the Clerk for more
information.

For existing allotment holders, please contact the Clerk i
you have any queries.

Amy Tregellas
Whimple Parish Clerk

Website: www.whimpleparishcouncil.org
Email: whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com
We are also contactable on Facebook.

The key to yowr fufure peace of mind

Marsh Barton Sidwell Street
01392 277467 01392 217328

Units 1,2 & 6 The Space Place 131 Sidwell Street
Alphin Brook Road Exeter

Marsh Barton SouthjWesOlLid) EX4 6RY
MASTER LOCKSMITHS

EST 1974

email: sales@guardiansecuritysw.co.uk
www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk

» |5 PN )
QE EYS ; B%’ v"/»»x"s'.iKE\Ys

|

MOBILE L T
& “TIRONMONGERY <2 SAFES

Exeter EX2 8RG

SUPER |
vl CENTRE

jp"’la
03 ATHORSED [ %S,} __“@

“Aceredited Contractor




Reiki Healing Tarot
aro

Readings

(O3 N BN NG N J

An alternative, holistic form of healing

Reiki may help you with

o Stress

® Anxiety

@® Being overwhelmed
@ Chakra balancing
© Pain management
@ Spiritual connection

Tarot Readings can
give you a different
perspective on life

o

Sometimes we feel a bit stuck, feel like we are
at a crossroads, or are looking for guidance.

Whatever your question, | work with you,
often creating a unique tarot spread to see

1 hour session £50 what the cards reveal for you!
30 minute session £30
Distance Reiki £25

Reiki training available

“+ 1 hour Tarot appointment £40
"~ Tarot Party (for up to 6 people) £120

To book contact Kerry: 07791 171821 EZEE Chi-qU|||b|—|Um
@ n kerry@chi-quilibrium.com www.chi-quilibrium.com P » Ceeeovee
| 40 Slewton Crescent, Whimple, EX5 2QA E7E Seineim (o e o e & s o6 Stbree ]
« Water pump e
/ N
- supplies aj’ )
- \\\ ///
- repairs

- installa-tion . 07738 470274
- fault diagnostic

Friendly, professional

« Private water supplies Whimple-tiased serice
« Filtration chris@dpps.uk
« General domestic plumbing www.dpps.uk

Devon Pump & Plumbing Services

16



/ d r O i n W i Z O r d Drainage and water main solutions

e blockages e septic tank/treatment
e jetting plant installation

e CCTV surveys e soakaway problems

e repairs e water leak detection
e lining e water leak repairs

e drain tracing e moling

e pitch fibre reforming e renewals

e pipe bursting e Patio, Driveway &

Decking cleaning
Tel: 01392 461670

Mobile: 07834 712345

www.drainwizard.co.uk

constructionline

SE gilbertstephens

Local legal &
Financial advice

Call our Exeter office on:

Legal Services 01392 42 42 42
Financial Services 01392 34 64 64

Or contact one of our other offices COMSM/Z&Z(LO
/4
Ottery St Mary 01404 81 22 28 Sidmouth 01395 51 24 43

o
Ig”ben“fehhens

Visit gilbertstephens.co.uk for more info

Gilbert Stephens is the trading name of Gilbert Stephens LLP which is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
(no. 536070) and Gilbert Stephens Financial Services Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (no 579899).
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The Victory Hall is not just my vil

Please help us to deliver our plans to improve the hall for the benefit of the whole
community by supporting our community fund raising initiatives.

March 18th marked the start of National Village Halls Week.

6Village Halls Week (VHW) is a national ¢
Englanddés 10,000+ village halls make to r
management committees to celebrate their work and get inspiration from others, says Actior
with Communities in Rural England (ACRE).

This article highlights the work we are doing at our village hall.

The plan to build an extension is at the top of our agenda and the first quarter of 2024 saw a
much needed boost to our extension appeallo mark the start of Village Halls Week we
were able to raise our appeals thermometer by a total of £15,000 to £163,000

The money raised came from several sources; a grant (the subject below), a couple of
fundraising events and more importantly, from 2 very generous donations given by Whimple
residents totalling an amazing £10500ne was for £800 and the other £250. | would like to
extend a big thank you to both families for their support, it is very much appreciated.

We announce a UTurn relating to the replacement of the roof at the hall.

I n 2022 Queen Elizabethoés Platinum Jubil e
the fund was to support the modernisation and improvement of village halls so that they
were fit for purpose. The fund was offering grants covering 20% of the cost of a project.

At the time our plans to build an extension were not fully formed so we pursued one of our
phase two projectsst o repl ace the 196008s single ski
skinned insulated roof. The new roof woul
rays in summer. We submitted our application in February 2023, but unfortunately in July
2023 we heard that our bid was unsuccessful.

By this time our extension plans were well underway so we made the decision to shelve the
roof replacement and concentrate on the extension and we announced this course of action.
However, a few weeks ago we heard that a later review panel had awarded us a grant of
£12,800. We were very grateful and have accepte@he new roof, along with new facia and
guttering will be erected during the school holiday in August this year

MANY THANKS® Sue Ayres
18
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