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 June/July 2017 

 

THE DUCKS  

ARE COMING! 
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www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY  

Starts at 8.30pm 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu  

changed daily  

alongside traditional  

ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 
ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  

LIVE MUSIC DATES 

Friday June 9th: Supernatural 

Friday June 30th: Stiletto 

Friday July 7th: Embezzlers 

Sat. 8th July: (Whimple Day) Castletownðlate p.m. 

Friday July 28th Thick As Thieves 

Friday August 18th: Carnaby Street 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

5ǳǎǘ!ǿŀȅ [ǘŘΦ 
 

!ƭƭ ²ƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ǇƭŀȅΣ  
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ  

 

CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ 9ŶŎƛŜƴǘ /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
 

²ŜŜƪƭȅΣ CƻǊǘƴƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ  
ƻǊ hƴŜ-ƻũ /ƭŜŀƴǎΦ 

 

aƻǾƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ƭŜǘǎΣ 
9ƴŘ ƻŦ ǘŜƴŀƴŎȅ ŎƭŜŀƴǎΣ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀƴΦ  
²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƻũŜǊ ŀƴ LǊƻƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

Cǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ ς ŀƭƭ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ 
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 
лмофн пнтттс όƻŶŎŜύ 
ƻǊ лтутф пнтооо όƛǊƛǎύ 

 

ǿǿǿΦŘǳǎǘŀǿŀȅ-ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
ƛƴŦƻϪŘǳǎǘŀǿŀȅ-ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 



 

5 

Whatõs On In Whimple  

June 
 

17th Whimple Church Abseil and Fete ð2.30 - 4.30pm - details pages 48 & 49 

24th Whimple Primary School Fayre 1.30 - 4.00pm ð details page 27 

24th SoupõnõSarnie Victory Hall 12.00noon - 1.30pm 
 

July  
1-9th Village Week ð details pages 32 & 33 

  1st Whimple Summer Ball ð details page 15 

  1st The ôUnearth Whimpleõ performance in the Victory Hall ð7.30pm (details 
page 16)  

  8th  Whimple Day and Fun Run  

  8th Front Row Club ð Special showing ð 7.30pm Victory Hall ð details page 
59 

15th Film at Victory Hall ð Embrace ð 7.30pm - details page 47 

17th Primary School Farewell Event - 4.00pm Cricket Club 

19th Provisional date for VPA visit to St Bridget Nurseries  - details page 52 

29th Summer Special SoupõnõSarnie Victory Hall 12.00noon -1.30pm 
 

August  
 

12th VPA annual Flower and Craft Show , Victory Hall ðdetails page 52 

19th VPA trip to Rosemoor Flower Show ð details pages 52 & 53 

28th Whimple and Broadclyst Young Farmers Big Breakfast at the Victory Hall 
8.00am - 12.00 noon 

 

September 
 

15th VPA Talk by Hugh Roberts ðSoil pH ð Victory Hall 7.30pm 

23rd VPA trip to Malvern Autumn Show ð details pages 52 & 53 

30th SoupõnõSarnie Victory Hall 12.00noon - 1.30pm 

 

If your Association has an event which you would like listed in õWhatõs on...õ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 
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Ed the Ed 
 

Welcome to your Whimple News which is contains details of the wonderful 
plans for Whimple Day and Village Weekð well done to the planning team for 
putting together such a great programme. I know that in our house, the current 
Mrs H is very excited about bringing along a couple of the Munchkins from the 
Miniature Shetland Rescue and introducing them to the good people of 
Whimple. There is something to do every day during Village Week ð see the 
centre pages -please support these events!  

And please buy the raffle tickets that came with this edition (details on page 35). 

There have been wild and continuous celebrations in our house following the 
fantastic victory by the Exeter Chiefs at Twickenham ð we saw more Whimple 
people up there than we would normally see at Sandy Park! So we just had to 
join the Chiefs supporters in the village by flying our celebratory flags. It is a 
shame that Exeter City were unable to join us in our winning streak ð good luck 
for next year! 

We welcome Kevin Finch as the new Parish Council Clerk, and wish Gerri Turner 
a happy retirement but I think that she will not be relaxing in the garden with jugs 
of Pimms if her new employer has anything to do with it!  

Brian and Frankie Wilson have written a lovely article about this wonderful 
village, 10 years after writing their first article when they moved in. We are so 
lucky to have such a strong community spirit here ð and this time of year is when 
it really comes to the fore! Well done Whimple! There were a couple of teenage 
girls who came into the shop this week, and one said that it was their first visit to 
Whimple ð she thought that it was lovely, and she especially liked our shop ð 
and the staff ( I know, she must have just been looking at Karen the PO and not 
me!). Great to have such nice feedback.  

We also have a very interesting article about the Fire Brigade attending a fire at 
Whimple Wood in 1913 ð what they had to do to get a pump out to the village! 

The Whimpletons tell me that me that Pantomime Dame Racing is taking a break 
this year due to problems with getting everyone together, which is a shame, but 
will provide the dames with valuable rest time so that they are fresh for Pre-
Season Activity ready for next year.  

Thanks to Sally for picking up the Editorial reins last time whilst the current Mrs H 
and I were in the foreign.  If you would like to pass us articles for this wondrous 
magazine then please either send them to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, or 
drop them into Dairy Cottage opposite the New Fountain by 12th July ð thanks! 

Enjoy Village Week and have a great summer! 

Ed H 
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darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 
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07939 879305  
01404 823258  

 (Whimple)  

Geoff  

Delves  

Roofing  

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE 

TRADE. 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS,TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  

 

Correction:  

Heritage Centre  
Opening Times 

 

In the last issue of Whimple News the 
times of opening for the Heritage 
Centre were wrong. They should be: 
 

EVERY SATURDAY and  

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 
10.30am - 4.00pm 

 

WEDNESDAY  

1.00pm - 3.00pm 
 

Entirely my mistake. 

(Sorry Sue). 

Bob Scanlan 

Runner Up 
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We are delighted that the council are improving their recycling services. We try very 
hard at the shop to recycle wherever possible. We have a lot of cardboard and film 
wrap but this is all taken back to the wholesaler who recycles it.  

The other thing we try to do is avoid food waste. For the customers we are very 
happy for you to buy small amounts for just what you need with no waste. We try to 
keep a tight control of stock levels. This works well most of the time although we do 
get caught out if we have an unusual buying period. The other restraint we have is 
the size of our fridges for storage. We have a milk delivery on a Friday and that 
needs to see us through the weekend, but we only have a certain amount of space 
so Sundays and Monday mornings can seem a bit sparse. 

We are very lucky at the moment to have some great veg coming into the shop 
from Len Luck. He is harvesting spinach, chard, pak choi, beetroot, lettuce, new 
potatoes, early in the morning and bringing things into us in great condition and 
very fresh. If you are not sure how to cook any of these veg, just ask and you could 
have delicious, healthy, fresh food that has travelled very little food miles and you 
will be supporting local business. 

We very much enjoy the buzz in the shop when people are in having tea and 
coffee. Lots of people comment on the lovely coffee which is from a company in 
Budleigh Salterton and our teas come from blenders in Somerset. 

We hope the redecoration works on the shop front does not cause too much 
disruption. It is essential for us to secure the woodwork so we apologise for any 
inconvenience whilst the work is being done, but at least we should be able to stay 
open as usual. 

Post Office News 

We are kept very busy with parcels from local business. The Post Office does offer a 
service some may find useful, called Drop and Go. This allows you to have a card 
that you pre-load with some cash and then you bring in your parcels with the card 
and a list of instructions and you can leave them with us. Weõll process them when it 
is quiet and your card will settle the account. You can pick up your paperwork and 
your card whenever it suits you and you donõt need to wait. Feel free to ask for 
details or visit the Post Office website. 

Just a reminder that the Post Office can be used for personal banking services for 
the majority of UK banks. The Post Office does not charge a fee for cash 
withdrawals but you cannot make withdrawals with a cashpoint card or a credit 
card. There is a move to improve banking services so that more can be done 
automatically with your card.  

 If you are unsure if you can use the Post Office for banking please come in and try. 
Currently banking with us will take a day longer that using a bank. 
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Frequently raised issues: 

 
¶ Post comes from Sowton sorting office via Royal Mail. We donõt have a 

lot of contact with the posties who deliver mail, but we do have contact 
with collection drivers. 

¶ Royal Mail and Parcelforce are separate companies and the Post Office 
sells their services. We can let you have contact details for these 
companies and we have complaint forms if you have a problem with 
their services. 

¶ NS&I have withdrawn their affiliation with the Post Office. We can let 
you have a phone number if you need to contact them or you can find 
details of their products online.  

¶ Yes we do phone top ups and electricity key top ups. 

¶ TV licences canõt be paid at the Post Office.  

¶ Yes we can let you have some float but we do not keep a lot of money 
in the counter. If you would like change, it is better for us if you order it a 
day or so in advance. If you are a business we can provide larger 
quantities when you provide your change card. 

¶ Post is collected weekdays between 11.00 - 11.30am and at 5.00pm. 
Weekends between 12.00noon -1.00pm. Collecting posties are 
monitored via their scanning devices and are on a tight schedule to get 
back to the depot at the right times. Any post or banking coming in 
close to collection times may not get processed in time for collection, so 
please leave plenty of time to avoid disappointment. Banking and 
Special Delivery options are prepared 15-20 minutes before collection. 

¶ Bank Holidays - We will always try to open the shop on a bank holiday 
between 9.00am -1.00pm to give you the opportunity to pick up some 
essentials and your newspapers. The Post Office will not be open at this 
time as there is no support available if there are any problems. This 
means no cash withdrawals and no stamps will be available on bank 
holidays. 

 

Again, we need to thank our lovely team at the shop for their help and support 
recently and the kindness of our lovely customers has been very touching. It has 
been a huge help and support and we are very grateful. 

Mark and Jenny 
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The Defibrillator Comes To Whimple. 
 

Whimple Parish Council, helped by many donors, has 
acquired a defibrillator for public use. 

It is kept in a box in the front porch of the Victory Hall. 

 

If you think you may need it, ring 999 
 and ask for the Ambulance service. 

 
Once they are satisfied that the machine can help, they 
will give you the code to open the box. The defibrillator is 
portable and can be taken to wherever itõs needed. 

An ambulance will be dispatched at the same time so 
going to fetch the defibrillator will not delay specialist 
medical help.  

The defibrillator is easy to use. Step by step audible 
instructions are given by the machine once it has been 
switched on. 

After it has been used it is important that you let the 
Defibrillator Co-ordinator (Alan McArthur on 07802-
310497 or 01404-823079) know. He will arrange for it to 
be re-equipped so it is ready for use again. 
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 Tales of Whimple 
 

The day the Fire Brigade arrived by train! 
 

In 1913, nine months after Lieutenant Colonel K Chesney and his wife purchased 
Whimple Wood ð described as a country residence set in the midst of charming 
scenery ð a devastating fire broke out. 

The house was old, consisting partly of bricks and partly of cob, with a thatched 
roof, and was ivy clad. The Chesneyõs brought the interior up to date by installing òa 
hot water apparatus and an acetylene gas plantó. They also made provision against 
fire by having a large cistern placed at the top of the house and connecting it with a 
hose. Unfortunately, full use could not be made of this at the very time it was 
needed because the fire broke out in the thatched roof. 

The Chesneyõs cook, Mrs Mary Mogg, was preparing lunch and she noticed what 
she thought was steam originating from the hot water apparatus but it soon became 
apparent the house was on fire. 

Mrs Mogg went outside and saw the thatched roof was ablaze. It is thought the fire 
was started by a spark from the flue. She raised the alarm and Mrs Chesney 
immediately mounted her bicycle and rode to Whimple Post Office and told the 
postmaster to both telegraph and phone the Exeter Fire Brigade. 

Meanwhile Colonel Chesney and neighbouring farm hands valiantly tried to bring 
the fire under control but it spread quickly through the entire house. They then tried 
to salvage the  furniture and personal possessions. Mrs Mogg bravely went into a 
burning room to drag out the Chesneyõs dog but two cats did not survive. Mrs 
Moggõs dress was caught alight during the salvage operation but was put out before 
she suffered any injury. 

Superintendent Pett of Exeter Fire Station received the call shortly after 12 oõclock 
and, in view of the distance to Whimple Wood, he immediately called Queen Street 
Station for a special train to carry the Brigade and its ôsteamerõ (a steam powered fire 
fighter) to Whimple. After only a few minutes the engine was boarded and within an 
hour of the message being received the firemen were at work at the property. The 
12.05 motor from Exeter was shunted at Pinhoe to allow the fire-fighting special to 
have an uninterrupted run to Whimple and it was followed by several firemen on 
the one oõclock train from Queen Street. 

The only water supply for the steamer was from a duck pond and it was soon 
exhausted. Whimple Wood was supplied by a main laid on from a water storage 
supply some distance away but, although this was tapped, it was of practically no 
use and the fire brigade could only let the fire burn itself out. They did manage to 
prevent the fire spreading to a range of outbuildings as fortunately the wind was 
blowing in the opposite direction. 

When the Chesneyõs lunch guests turned up they found only a smouldering ruin and 
salvaged furniture scattered about in the lane and adjoining field.  
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WALKING DOGS IN LOCAL FIELDS 
 

Over several years we have seen a large increase in people exercising their dogs in 
our fields. This is now causing us problems due to significant amounts of dog faeces 
contaminating the grass. 

Firstly is the risk of Neospora, a parasite which cattle pick up from pasture that has 
had infected dog faeces left there. This causes abortion in cattle and our vet has 
advised us that this is a high risk to our cattle. 

Secondly our apple orchards are producing apples for human consumption and our 
customers do not want their apples to be contaminated, as Iõm sure you understand. 

We therefore ask please in future to keep to the footpaths (of which there are 
several in the village) and keep your dog on a lead so if they do defecate you can 
find it and bag it.  

We have not made this decision lightly but we hope you understand it is our 
workplace too. 

We are trying very hard to maintain a beautiful environment around the village, 
particularly maintaining old orchards when many other farmers would have grubbed 
them out by now. We strongly believe that the orchards, in particular, are an 
important defining feature of this village and we have recently planted a new 
orchard to continue this tradition. 

Lester and Helen Bowker 
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 



 

19 

 

Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 

Join us for 
SoupõnõSarnie Lunch 

 

12.00noon to 1.30pm on 
  

Saturday 24th June 
and our Summer Special  
on Saturday 29th July 
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§PORTRAITS 

§BODY BEAUTIFUL 

§WEDDINGS 

§COMMERCIAL 
 

www.suedraycottphotography.co.uk 
 

suedraycott@rocketmail.com 
 

Home: 822969 
Mobile: 07793 388012 
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Munchkins at Whimple Day 
 

Munchkins Miniature Shetland Rescue will be at Whimple Day this year and would 
like to thank in person, all the people of Whimple who have been supporting them 
by generously putting their loose change in the collecting box in Whimple Stores. 

We will be raising much needed funds to enable us to continue to rescue Shetland 
ponies and either re-home them or provide them with a home for life, if re-homing is 
not an option. Shetlands come to us for a number of reasons, some are ill treated or 
neglected living in terrible conditions or, sometimes, owners just cannot care for 
them anymore. 

So please come along and have a go on our tombola, groom a pony, win a 
Munchkin cake or just come and chat to us about the work we do and meet a 
couple of the ponies who have promised to be on their best behaviour. Also, if 
anyone has any spare carrots, apples, swede or parsnips all the Shetlands back at 
Munchkins love a treat!           Nicky Hitchcock 

 
 

 
 

The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and relaxed stay 
at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which transfers 
are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 
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Peter Bowden awaited 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNISEX HAIRDRESSERS 

 Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Open: Tues - Saturday: Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 
New Inn Cross, Whimple. Devon. EX5 2TS  
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Whimple Heritage Centre is taking part in a Heritage Lottery Funded project called 
ôRaising the Standardõ. The project aims to help communities to repair and conserve 
historical flags and banners. We know that Whimple had a thriving Scout troop as 
early as 1911, so itõs not surprising that we have two flags of interest. The Baden 
Powel Scout Flag and the Wolf Cub Flag pictured below are both included in the 
project and are currently in Bristol being repaired and cleaned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To help us celebrate their return, The Heritage Centre is hosting a ôDesign a 
Whimple Flag Competitionõ. The winning entry will be professionally made up and 
put on display with the two Scout flags during a special Open Day to be held at the 
Heritage Centre some time in August or early September.  

If you would like to take part, can you please download and complete the entry  
form. Forms available from the Heritage Centre or available for download on 
'Whimple What's On' or by email from Sue Ayres (sueayres1@btinternet.com).  

Using the space on the reverse of the sheet, draw what Whimple means to you and 
the design you would like to see on a flag.  

The age range for entrants is 5 -16 years. 
The closing date is Monday 15th June 

Rob Davis 

 


