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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

DustAway 
 

All Work and no play,  
We are here to help  

 

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service 
 

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly  
or One-off Cleans. 

 

Moving house, holiday lets, 
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.  

We also offer an Ironing service 
Fully insured ð all materials supplied 

 

Please call 
Jill 07818484864 

or Tracey 07727168817 
 

V.A.T. Reg. No. 169 7014 86 

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

MUSIC DATES 

Sunday 22nd February - Hilda and James Clemas  

Friday 27th February - The Embezzlers 

Friday 20th March - Evolver  

Sunday 22nd March - The Boys from Melbourne  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whatõs On in Whimple  
February 
13th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm. ôBrief Encounterõ. 
19th The Whimpletons ôRobin Hoodõ at the Victory Hall 7.30pm. Details page 9. 
20th The Whimpletons ôRobin Hoodõ at the Victory Hall 7.30pm. Details page 9. 
21st The Whimpletons  Robin Hoodõ at the Victory Hall 2.00pm. Details page 9. 
21st The Whimpletons ôRobin Hoodõ at the Victory Hall 7.30pm. Details page 9. 
27th Whimple History Society Talk at the Victory Hall. 7.30pm -  Robert Hesketh 

and ôDevon Castlesõ. 
28th Soup and Sarnie at the Victory Hall 12.00noon to 1.30pm. Details page 22. 
 

March 

14th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm. 
20th Whimple History Society AGM Victory Hall 7.30pm followed by a talk on 

ôSteam Engine Whimpleõ by John Smith. 
25th Whimple Church Fete Planning Meeting 7.00pm in the Church ð details 

page 23. 
28th Soup and Sarnie at the Victory Hall 12.00 noon to 1.30pm. Details page 22 
 

April 

11th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm. 
18th Villages in Action present Alaw Trio at the Victory Hall ð Details page 14. 
18th Whimple School Choir 7.00pm St Maryõs Church ð Details page 19. 
24th Whimple History Society Talk at the Victory Hall 7.30pm ôThe medieval 

cathedral in Exeterõ with Conrad Donaldson. 
 

May 

2nd  VPA coach trip to Marwood Hill gardens ð Details page 25. 
9th VPA Spring Coffee Morning and Plant Sale  - Victory Hall ð Details page 25 
9th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm. 
 

June 
13th Whimple Church Fete 2.30pm ð more details to follow. 

13th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30.pm. 
 

July 

5th-12th Village Week ð Details pages 30 and 31. 

11th Village Day ð Details page 30.  
 

August 

8th VPA Annual Flower Show Victory Hall ð Details page 25. 
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Ed the Ed 
 

A belated happy New Year to all our readers ð 2015 is now well and truly rolling 
along and soon those of us with Whimple calendars will be moving away from the 
picture of the Stores team to a picture of the News team ð both pictures are very 
useful for scaring away door-to-door salespeople or aggressive dogs!  

I am still adding what I think is some value on Wednesday and Friday afternoons in 
the shop and having great fun! You get such a broad mix of people during the 
afternoon, as they come in to buy a wide variety of groceries. Sometimes we are 
able to help with the guilt trip of gazing at the fine selection of cakes by explaining 
that, for one day only, all cakes are, in fact, calorie free! That normally does the trick. 
We have recently had some lovely kale and purple sprouting broccoli which were 
delicious, and flew off the shelves.  

I was a little bemused at Wassailing when a couple of young children recognised me 
from the shop, and shouted out ôSweetie Man!õ meaning I am the person who sells 
them their sweets. However, if I was a parent, I would have been a little worried! 
This week, a young man announced that I was ôa cricket batõ which is a first for me.  

I was disappointed to see that someone had stolen the large white 20 mph signs 
that were painted in the road in the Square ð there will be a two week amnesty for 
whoever took them, to return them and nothing will be said. I bet it was the Over 
60s Club again after a frantic night out.    

At the time of writing, I was saddened to learn of the passing of Richard Webber, a 
much loved villager who did so much for Whimple. He had been the Chairman of 
the History Society and latterly the President, amongst a number of different roles in 
the village. For the last couple of years he had suffered from poor health  but I will 
remember him in happier times. He always had a twinkle in his eye, and was good 
company, and a regular member of the Lunch Club that used to meet up at the 
Fountain every Saturday. In the next News we will include a fuller obituary for 
Richard. Our thoughts are with Mary and the family.  

If you would like to contribute to our wonderful magazine, then please either leave 
your article at the PO with Jim and Alison, or send it direct to Bob Scanlan on 
bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk  by Monday 9th March.  

Thanks! 

Ed H 

 

If your Association has an event which you would like listed in õWhatõs on...õ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 
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Whimple Post Office News 
 

We would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year and thank you  for 
your  support throughout the past year. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

News from Johnsons' the Cleaners 

Our dry cleaners have changed our delivery and collection dates and they will 
now be  every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. i.e. items sent on a Tuesday will 
be returned on the Thursday, and so forth, still a very quick turnaround. We are 
happy to give you a quote for curtains, now that spring is just around the corner! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Our lottery sales continue to grow and we were very happy to pay out on some 
large wins just after Christmas. There will be some special promotions in the next 
few months including a 'Mega Fridayõ EuroMillion which will happen on the last 
Friday of each month when there will be a guaranteed 10 UK  Millionaires ð 
how nice it would be to have one of them in Whimple !!!! 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Royal Mail have extended the special offer on a second class small parcel rate 
meaning you can send a reasonable sized parcel up to two kilos for just Ã2.80 ð 
so get those items on e-bay and take advantage of this really good deal. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Thanking you for your continued support. 

Jim and Alison 

The Childrenõs Society Cake Stall 
 

I would like to thank everyone who supported the stall by providing such 
delicious cakes and also those of you who purchased them. Your help was 
hugely appreciated. The sum of Ã133 was added to  the collection taken at 
the Christingle service. Thank you. 

Jane Clements 



 

9 



 

10 

851674  
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                                                   Your personal assistantsé 
 

A niche care group set up by a daughter and her mother 
to provide top domiciliary care. 

We are happy to undertake a range of services from full personal care 
 to shopping/cleaning tailored to suit the needs of each individual. 

For more information please contact: 

Saskia Layburn 07801477894 

Poppy Layburn 07786392480 

or email us at: 

poppycaresl@gmail.com 

Closure of Ottery Minor Injuries Unit 
 

Until recently our nearest Minor Injuries 
Unit was at Ottery St. Mary Hospital. 

This was our first port of call for injuries 
such as cuts, grazes, minor falls, animal 
bites, small burns, bruising, sprains, 
foreign bodies, minor bumps and the like 

The Ottery St. Mary Minor Injuries Unit 
has now closed. 

The nearest Minor Injuries Unit is now at 
Honiton Hospital.  

If you are not sure what to do after an 
accident please telephone 111 for further 
advice. 
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Update from the Parish Council 
 

Currently, all Councils operate within tight financial constraints which means we 
need to find innovative ways of delivering services. The tough decisions being taken 
by both East Devon District Council (EDDC) and Devon County Council (DCC) to 
ensure they balance their budgets has meant that they have withdrawn or reduced 
many services.  Whimple Parish Council has always been keen to provide support to 
our residents/parishioners and tried to cushion the loss.  Each year we offer grants to 
worthy village organisations e.g. support for the Whimple News, new equipment for 
the Front Row Club and money towards the Queenõs Diamond Jubilee mugs given 
to the children from the school.  We have provided dog poo bins around the village 
for several years when additional bins were not forthcoming. This is a costly service 
but one we feel benefits us all and keeps our roads free from dog mess. If you see 
an irresponsible dog owner failing to clear up after their dog, take a photo as 
evidence and report it as the dog warden (01395 517455) will prosecute. 

The Parish Council wants to share our plan for the village for the coming year. Our 
priority is to reduce the risk of flooding by keeping water off the road and in the 
ditches or drains. To be able to do this we are proposing to increase the precept.  
We plan to employ someone to provide street cleaning and general maintenance. 
DCC used to send a lengthsman twice a year for eight days in total to keep trouble 
spots free of vegetation and dig out critical ditches. Whilst this service was much 
appreciated, in recent times these workers have been redeployed to conduct storm 
damage repairs to the road network across the county. Even with this investment we 
need your help to keep drain grills free of leaves, twigs and other detritus, 
particularly when bad weather is forecast. It is the responsibility of landowners to 
make sure their hedges are cut, their ditches are clean and vegetation is cut back to 
allow free flow of water. 

Over the past few years we have been working hard to deliver the Parish Plan 
objectives and we have achieved over 90% e.g. providing courses in IT training in 
conjunction with the primary school. This also includes the building of seven 
affordable homes in the last two years. This is an amazing feat when public money is 
limited. We are grateful to the EDDC housing team, the housing associations and 
builders who have made it possible. We are keen to now start work on the next 
version (Neighbourhood Plan).    

We always need your help and support to keep the village tidy and clean and we 
greatly value you being the local eyes and ears to report problems. All faulty road 
surfaces, street lights, road signs etc can be registered on the DCC website:  

https://new.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ 

We are going to enter The ôBest Kept Village in Devonõ competition, which we won 
in 2013, but sadly lost in 2014 mainly due to some irresponsible dog owners not 
cleaning up their petsõ poos, combined with litter in general. Please help us win this 
competition this year and donõt forget that potential property owners delight in the 
opportunity of living in ôThe Best Kept Village in Devonõ - which is Whimple!  
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WHIMPLE SCOUTS FUNDRAISING 
 We need to raise funds for more repair work to the Scout 
Hut and would be grateful if you could pass us your 
unwanted empty aluminium and drinks cans.  

Please leave them, bagged up, at the Scout Hut porch. 

Thank you 

Greetings from Peter Bowden 
 

New Year always brings the promise of new beginnings 
and often more besides. This year offers the chance for 
you to elect an MP or District Councillor in May and 
affirm your wish as to who will best represent your view 
and hopes for the future. May 2015 offers an intriguing 
mix of local and national politics to choose from - 
although there are some of you who will openly insist we 
are all the same!! 

I say òweó because I have been selected by the Conservatives to stand as a District 
Candidate in the Whimple and Talaton ward; an opportunity I had always hoped 
would come my way. For the past 8 years I have represented Broadclyst; a Ward 
that has changed almost beyond recognition as Pinhoe/Westclyst, Cranbrook and 
now Mosshayne and the Blackhorse areas have been earmarked for development. It 
is time for a new team to take the reins and I am delighted that two excellent 
candidates have been selected to represent the Conservatives in the two seat ward 
of Broadclyst. This has allowed me the opportunity to do what I have always wanted 
to do and represent the people who made Ann and me so welcome when we first 
moved to Whimple in 1998. 

I was persuaded first to join Whimple Parish Council in 1999 and then invited to 
stand in Broadclyst for the District seat which I have held since 2007. I was 
subsequently elected in 2009 as the County Candidate for Broadclyst and Whimple 
Division (a position I will continue to hold until 2017).  This means that I have always 
kept my close links with Whimple and Talaton and have done all I could to help 
anyone who asked for my time. If elected I will be free to represent your concerns 
directly and immediately (until then it would be unlawful for me to act in some 
matters in someone elseõs ward) and to repay you for the kindness and regard that 
you have always shown to me.  

With best wishes to you all  

Peter 
Web:    www.peterbowden.org.uk       County:  peter.bowden@devon.gov.uk 
Home:   whimpledons@eclipse.co.uk    Tel: 823450 
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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL  

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays.  

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available  

Colour TV in all bedrooms  
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.  

Several local Pubs and Restaurants  
within easy reach -(pick up service)  

Bed and full Breakfast menu:  
No smoking.  

Phone: 01404 -823614  
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com   

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

EAST E RBROO K, 
EATON LTD  
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
   

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 

 

Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or email  

barryseaforth@gmail.com  
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District Councillorõs Report 
 

Well, ôHappy New Yearõ to all my readers in Talaton and 
Whimple. I trust that you are looking forward to the challenges 
of 2015 as I am. I do not have much to report this time as over 
the Christmas period there has not been much going on at the 
Council. However, below are a couple of items that have caught 
my attention and have pertinence to our doings in the ward. 

Beavers Breeding on the Otter 
In January the Devon Wild Life Trust (DWT) announced that beavers have been 
living on the river Otter for some time. A breeding pair with young were filmed in 
2014 south of  Ottery with evidence of activity from Honiton to Budleigh. The  
DWT are speculating that at least nine individual animals are involved although no 
one knows how they got into the river in the first place. At the meeting the DWT 
announced that the Government proposes to capture the animals and remove them 
from the natural environment. In reply the DWT proposes a long term plan to 
monitor the animals in the wild to ascertain what their impact will be upon the 
natural environment. Preliminary findings suggest that the activities of the beavers 
are beneficial to wild life in the areas where they are active with increases in the 
health of the river as well as increases in some other species of wildlife. 

Have any of you ever seen a beaver? I haven't. The trust had a stuffed one on display 
and they are far larger than I ever imagined. They are about the size of a middle 
sized dog where I had thought they were the size of an otter. For more information 
go to the DWT website www.devonwildlifetrust.org/devons-wild-beavers-appeal. 

Status of Local Hospital Provision in East Devon 

In January I attended an inaugural meeting held for the various stakeholders groups 
involved with the five local hospitals in East Devon. These stakeholders will be 
meeting regularly (bi-monthly) with the head of locality commissioning for the new 
Devon Clinical Commissioning Group (Tamara Powderley) to consider further 
operating options for the local hospitals in the future. Local GPs will also be 
attending these meetings and therefore contribute their knowledge and experience.  

The aim of the meeting was to set the terms of reference of the group. This was 
achieved after considerable discussion about the anxieties of the various individual 
stake holder groups with regard to the hospitals that they represented. For example 
in Ottery, although the local population is expected to grow by 25 per cent, there 
has been no corresponding increase in provision in the hospital facilities. Issues that 
have been raised to be dealt with in future meetings include; what will a community 
be offered if a hospital is closed? What are local needs - status quo or change? Is 
there sufficient capacity to satisfy all safe levels of staffing? Should we be lobbying 
government to consider the persistent underfunding of the NHS, Care Provision in 
Devon, transport and finances and integration of local and RD&E service provision? 

Martin Gammell 
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SOUPõNõSARNIE 
  

SoupõnõSarnie was started by John Discombe in January 2006 and takes place at the 
Whimple Victory Hall. The aim was to have a monthly social event, open to all. Four 
home made soups were offered, together with bacon or sausage sandwiches. At 
least one soup would be vegetarian and all are now made with gluten free stock 
cubes. Fresh bread is obtained from the Whimple Shop. 

SoupõnõSarnie is held on the last Saturday of the month, except in August. The timing 
of the event in February depends on when the Panto is held. In July a Summer 
Special is held, with different ploughmanõs lunches. The Christmas Special has 
provided a choice of four hot meals. 

The event is not a soup kitchen! Nor is it for one group in the community. It is for 
everyone. Please come and join us between 12.00noon and 1.30pm on Saturday 
28th Februay 2015. 

Maria Wallis 

  

Enjoy fresh home - made 
soups and delicious hot bacon  

 or sausage sandwiches  

cooked and served by your 
friendly SoupõnõSarnie Team 

Whimple Victory Hall  

Join us for lunch   

on Saturday 28th February  

and Saturday 28th March  
from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  
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WHIMPLE CHURCH FETE 
to be held on 

Saturday, 13th June 2015 at 2.30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A PLANNING MEETING WILL BE HELD ON  

WEDNESDAY, 25th MARCH 2015 
7.00 PM 

{¢ a!w¸Ω{ /I¦w/IΣ ²ILat[9 

 

tŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ²ƘƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ 
cordially invited to attend a Church Fete Planning Meeting on 
Wednesday, 25th March 2015 at 7.00pm in the Church.  

We welcome past and new volunteers. If you would like to help in any 
way but are unable to attend the meeting, please let us know. We 
raised a lot of money for the Church last year and thanks to the good 
weather, attendance and hard working volunteers, it was a great 
success. 

Look forward to seeing you, 

With thanks, 

Mike and Tamara Snell 

Co-ordinators Tel: 822565 
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WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT  

VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 
 

Our Annual General Meeting was held on Monday 12th January 2015 and it was good 
to see yet another full house for the meeting. The reports reflected on another good 
year for the VPA with all the events being well supported and very much enjoyed by all 
who attended. The membership continues to grow and we are very grateful to Myrtle 
Dockings for getting everyone to join. The events throughout the year were very well 
supported particularly the plant sale in May and of course the annual Flower Show in 
August for which we were very grateful to Sherril Olive for all the hard work she put in 
to organise it. We are looking forward to the usual mix of events during the year so 
hopefully it will be another very successful year! 

As mentioned in the last edition of The News we are planning a coach trip to Marwood 
Hill Gardens on Saturday 2nd May. This magical and very special 20 acre private garden 
with three lakes is set in a valley tucked away in North Devon, only four miles from 
Barnstaple. Created by Dr. Jimmy Smart VMH in the late 1950õs  the gardens are a 
wonderful haven in which to relax and enjoy the impressive collection of plants, shrubs 
and trees and also to be able to experience the views and peaceful atmosphere. The 
view across the valley from the Garden Tea Room is spectacular, the food served is 
delicious and the Plant Sales area is sure to tempt you with a variety of unusual plants. 
This is a joint venture with the Ottery St. Mary Garden Club so, if you havenõt booked 
your tickets yet, you need to get in touch with Doreen Staddon very quickly. She can be 
contacted by email on doreenstaddon@btinternet.com or by telephone on 01404 
823594 leaving your name, number of places required and a contact number. The cost 
will be Ã13.00 for Members and Ã14.00 for non members. At the time of writing, there 
werenõt too many seats left! 

Our Annual Spring Coffee Morning and Plant Sale will be on Saturday 9th May in the 
Village Hall. This has been a great success in recent years and we will be looking for the 
same success this year. Hopefully, we will be able to provide a wide range of plants but 
if there any specific plants you would like us to grow, please let us know and we will see 
what we can do! 

In June we are hoping to stage another Open Gardens weekend where some ten to 
twelve gardens will be available for people to look round. Although we have a number 
of gardens on our list, if anyone else has an interesting garden they wouldnõt mind 
people exploring then please let us know. More information will follow in the next 
edition. We are also looking to run a visit to Rosemoor Gardens in June to see the 
magnificent roses and this again will be a joint venture with the Otter St. Mary Club. This 
is likely to be on Sunday 21st June. There will be more information in the next edition. 

Our annual Flower Show will be on the second Saturday in August, and this will be 
Saturday 8th August 2015.  We hope to have the schedules out by the plant sale in May, 
but they will also be available from the website as soon we have finalised all the classes.  

We look forward to seeing you at all these events as well as any others we can arrange 
during the year. All these details are on the VPA website: www.whimplevpa.org.uk  

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary. 
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CHANGES TO THE WAY WE LOOK AFTER YOU 

Over the past few years we have been subject to a number of  retirements and 
changes to our GP team.  We know this has a significant impact, not only on the 
practice team, but also on our patients.  We are particularly aware of those of you 
who have had to re register a number of times with new doctors.   

We have been discussing ways to make sure we continue to provide a safe service 
to you and better manage changes to our doctor team so that patients are less 
affected.  We would like to take this opportunity to describe a new way of working 
which will be implemented from 1st February 2015. 

Our practice is committed to patient-centred care, to provide a high quality medical 
service and make sure every patient has a named GP who oversees their care.  We 
also have a duty of care to ensure that an individual doctorõs workload is 
sustainable. 

From February 2015 all GPs will: 

ņ  consult with patients (face to face, telephone and visits).   

ņ  make referrals to and action letters back from other healthcare providers including 
hospitals.     

ņ  request, follow up and action results for tests and investigations  

ņ  follow up and manage on going conditions  

In addition GP Partners, that is Drs Chris Dilley, Simon Kerr, Kate Gurney, Matt King, 
Nigel de Sousa and Emma Stuart will: 

ņ divide 16,000+ patients between them on a ratio dependent on the number of 
sessions they work 

ņ oversee the care of patients on their list and delegate on-going care and 
consultations to non partner GPs 

ņ  also be responsible for medication reviews, carrying out quality and safety audits 
including prescribing and quality and outcomes framework.   

ņ  carry out non clinical work and other management functions 

What does this mean for you? 

In the past we have asked you to  see your own GP.  From February 2015 you will 
be asked who is dealing with your problem.  If it is a new problem you will be asked 
to see your registered doctor or one of the other GPs.  

This model allows for: 

ņ an increase/decrease in GPs and GP Partners.   

ņ a direct line of care management to be followed even if a GP partner does not do 
the consultation. 
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