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St Maryõs Church 
For Easter services see page 43 

Monthly Programme of Services 

 1st  Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion  
   11.00am  All Age Service  

 2nd Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut 

 3rd Sunday   8.00am  Holy Communion 
   11.00am  Morning Service 

 4th Sunday 11.00am  Holy Communion 
   10.45am S club11/Impact in the Scout Hut
 5th Sunday 11.00am Joint Benefice Communion 

 

Whatõs on in Whimple 

February  

12th - S Club 11/ Impact 10.45am in the Scout Hut 

25th - S Club 11/ Impact Club Night Pancake Party 6.00pm in the Scout Hut 

26th - S Club 11/ Impact 10.45am in the Scout Hut 
 

March  

  4th - Jazz in the Victory Hall 7.30pm tickets from the P.O. £5.50 
concessions £4.00. 

  5th - Celebration services in Whimple Church. 

11th - Impact Club Night Games 6.00pm in the Scout Hut. 

17th - Collection for Cub Jumble Sale, please leave outside your door. 

18th - Cubs Jumble Sale in the Scout Hut 2.00pm 

26th - Mothering Sunday 
 

April  

  1st - Make Poverty History 

  2nd - S Club 11/ Impact 10.45am in the Scout Hut 

23rd  - S Club 11/ Impact 10.45am in the Scout Hut 
 

July  

1st - 8th Village Week 

Please use the Whimple Diary held in the Post Office for checking availability 
of venues and booking events. 
If your Association has an event which you would like listed above please 
contact Lynda Trevena on 822876 or e-mail lynda_amelia@hotmail.com 
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 Ed the Ed 

This edition includes many examples of things that have happened in the village 
and things that are going to happen in the village ð what a busy village we are! I 
know that when I have mentioned all the things going on to my colleagues at 
work, they are always very impressed with the levels of activity. We had a very 
pleasant evening recently up at the Hall watching the Italian film (with sub 
titles!)  Il Postino  - I thought that it was about an unwell postman, but I was 
wrong. We had a great evening, with pizza, and wine, with tables set up in the 
hall, and bowls of olives and crisps on the table. Very cosmopolitan ð thanks to 
Louise and her team, plus Villages in Action. 

Whimple has a lot going on because people get involved and want to do 
something.  Whenever I hear anyone bemoaning the lack of things to do, I 
always want to borrow some words from John F Kennedy (and reduced to 
Whimple level) ð  òAsk not what your village can do for you but what you can 
do for your villageó. As long as we have willing people who are prepared to get 
involved, then we have a good future as a village.  Please support them in 
whatever way that you can.  

Wassailing , the Walking Bus, the panto, Villages in Action , the Book Group, 
Xmas Eve carols, and many more, are in this edition as examples of people 
giving up their time for the village. Thank you! 

Please read the short article about creating a vision for Whimple, driven by the 
Parish Council, who are very keen to gather villagerõs thoughts about the future 
of the village. Please do you best to attend the meeting advertised, and play 
your part in this important step for Whimple! 

I would like to formally bid farewell to one of the Whimple News team, Anni 
Hindle (and husband Tony who delivers to The Withy). They are moving to 
Sidmouth in the next few weeks, and I would like to thank them both for their 
work with the News, and to Tony for his work with taking photos for the panto 
and the News é. good luck in your new home.  

In my new career in the wine trade, I have been reading one of the many 
books on wine, in a vain attempt to understand this new world and I have been 
highly amused by some headings on the descriptions of some pages - my 
favourite ôbuttock-clenchingly acidicõ, followed by ôdive up your hooterõ,  
ôbuxom melonsõ, ôcall the paramedicsõ, and ôripsnorterõ. These certainly take 
some of the mystique out of the wine world for me ! So much wine to taste, so 
little time.  

We would love to have articles submitted for inclusion in the next edition ð 
please get them to us by Monday 20th March, either with Jim and Alison at the 
PO, or direct to ôWomblingõ Bob Scanlan on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk. 

Ed H 
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The Veterinary Clinic, Whimple 

 

Consultations by appointment 

We also offer routine surgery and dental treatment. 

Please call the surgery to arrange this 
 

Surgery times: 

Monday ï Friday: 8.45 ï 9.15am and 4.30-5.30pm 

Saturday:11.00am ï 12.00noon 
 

For an appointment and for all veterinary enquiries, please call 01404 823230 
 

24 hour emergency service. 

 

 
BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES  
                                                                                                         Est 1979 
 

                                                       PAINTING      WALLPAPERING 
 

                                        SPECIALIST FINISHES   MURALS    TILING 
 

                                         COVING     CARPENTRY    ALTERATIONS 
      

                                                      REFERENCES AVAILABLE 
 
 

                                                           Call Barry 01404 822928 
                                                                   Free Estimates 
                                                       Jessamine Cottage, The Green, 

                                                                        Whimple 
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LIVE MUSIC DATES 
 

Fri 17th Feb    - Chris Stuckey & the Band 
Fri 17th March   - Drivinõ South - Come and  
    celebrate St Patrickõs Day!  
    Guinness only £2 a pint! 
Fri 31st March   - Marnie 
 

Good Friday    -    Plan B (ex-Mid Life Crisis) 
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QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

   

                             Mothering Sunday !       

 

The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 
 

Telephone: 01404 822287  
 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ñññ 

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
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FROM MY WINDOW IN THE SQUARE 
 

Edith Marie-Louise Grout 

The celebrated medieval poet, Geoffrey Chaucer, so well known for his 
Canterbury Tales, wrote one of the earliest English Valentine's day poems. 
The association of this date with courtship may arise from the 
midΆFebruary pagan fertility feast of Lupercalia and/or the medieval belief 
that the birds chose their mates on this very day. 'Valentines' were 
originally cards boys drew by lot with the name of the girls to be courted. 
How charming! Most probably the origin of today's Valentine cards so 
abundant in our card shops. Our local postmaster tells me that they sell an 
enormous amount of Valentine cards and I know that the florists fill their 
shops with red roses, the emblem of true love. Lupercalia, a Roman 
festival included feasting, dancing and sacrificing goats. Priests ran round 
the city carrying whips made from the hide of the sacrificed goats, a blow 
from which was believed to cure sterility in women.  

I remember with a smile our happy days in our smallholding in Aylesbeare 
a real menagerie of cattle, a run full of free range chickens, three 
Dalmatians, four farm cats. One day as we passed a farm gate, we saw a 
notice ôGoslings for sale' and we had visions of this addition of golden 
fluffy creatures growing up and rearing their own family. How can you tell 
whether a pair were actually a goose and a gander? We soon discovered 
that those golden fluffy balls of gold were two ganders and most 
aggressive. So we prayed for a small miracle to happen. It was on St. 
Valentine's day and a car came down our drive and two men came out of 
it and said: " We have a problem and have been told that you may be able 
to help us solve it. What we thought was a gander, has started laying eggs, 
and we wondered whether you would have a spare gander". Imagine our 
joy and elation when we swapped one of the ganders for a young and 
pretty goose.  

OH! BE MY VALENTINE! 

Saint Valentine that are full high on loft  
Thus singen smalle foules for thy sake  
Now welcome Summer, with thy sonne soft  
That has this Winter's weathers overshake  
Well have they cause for to gladden oft  
Sith each of them recovered has his mate  
Full blissful may they singen when they wake  
Now welcome Summer with thy sonne soft  
That has this Winter's weathers overshake  
And driven away the longe longe nights black. 
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St. Valentine worked miracles and soon after, on a lovely sunny Spring day, four 
fluffy golden goslings were born and like in any good fairy tale, they lived happily 
ever after and gave us so much joy. 

From now on I will listen with new ears to the song of birds, observe them in my 
garden and I will also see with new eyes the colour of the sun in the rising and the 
settling, the phases of the moon, the movements of clouds and all these gifts of 
the Earthly Mother will bring joy to my heart. Over the many years I have lived in 
The Square I found the more you are in harmony with Mother Earth and God's 
magnificent creation, the more you find inner peace, serenity and contentment 
and this is infectious and brings joy to others a smile. A kind word just a few 
simple gifts to give away daily. One often hears it said that travel, which is now in 
the reach of all, and audio-visual communication which have turned the world 
into a village are making for better international understanding. True, it is easier 
today to meet people than in our fathers' days. But do we really know each other 
better? Is any real insight gained from fleeting, haphazard contacts? May it not be 
wiser sometimes to turn away from the profusion of pictures and the flow of talk 
and reconsider what the written word can do to unlock the gates of knowledge 
and friendship.  If one is to understand all this, the heart must come in to play. It 
alone can grasp the essentials. I would like to express the hope that all these 
ingredients may be but a stepping stone leading towards the fuller sounder 
understanding on which esteem and true friendship stand firmly based. I must say 
that my own experience during Advent and the festive season was a constant 
flow of messages of love, affection and true friendship which will help me to face 
the year 2006 with confidence. I feel so blessed. 

Soon it will be the vernal equinox, the point in Spring and Autumn at which the 
Sun's path, the ecliptic, crosses the celestial equator so that the day and night are 
approximately of equal length, the vernal equinox is on the 21st March without 
fail.  

Yea, welcome March! and though I die ere June  
Yet for the hope of life I give Thee praise  
striving to swell the burden of the tune  
That even now I hear they brown birds raise  
Unmindful of the past or coming days:  
Who sing: 0 Joy! a new year has begun:  
What happiness to look upon the sun!  

 

How happy the trees must be to hear the song of the birds again in their 
branches. After the silence and the leaflessness to have the birds back once more 
and to feel them busy at the nest building, how glad to give them the moss and 
the fibres and the crutch of the boughs to build in. Even in towns do birdsongs 
announce the arrival of Spring.  It reminds me to listen for it. In such small 
pleasures, so easily missed, lies happiness. 

To all to whom this little article may come: Health for yourselves and those you 
hold most dear : Content abroad, and happiness at home. 
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Joyce and Hayley have pleasure in announcing a new team member to the salon 

SALLY 

Qualified in unisex hairdressing, Advanced Colour Courses with LõOreal and Wella 

Available ôtil 8pm Thursdays. Modern or Traditional ð Long or Short. 

She is waiting for your call 

Open: Tues ð Friday 9am to 5pm, Saturday 9am to 1pm. Late Night by appointment.  

Free parking by kind permission of the Thirsty Farmer 

TEL 01404 823400 

 

Liberte                  HOLIDAYS                      
 

...Your French connection South of France:  

Long lazy sunny days in a beautiful French villa,  with communal 
pool right on the Mediterranean coast.  

Sleeps up to six and includes patio garden with barbecue. Satellite TV, 
washing machine, bike and roller-blade hire, wind surfing, kite surfing 
and sand sailing, as well as horse riding and go carting and on the edge 
of a nature reserve.  

Situated near all major airports (Flybe, Ryanair, Easyjet) and airport 
collection available. Auto train to Narbonne from Calais; 10 min drive 
from motorway. Prices from £70 p.p./during July and August (price based 
on 6 people sharing). Also countryside B & B available and assistance 
with house searches and relocation available. 

Please visit: www.liberteholidays.com  or phone Janine or Paul on 

00 -33 -468 -44 -12 -08  
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WHIMPLE 
 

 
The Perfect Village 

ñA great community, good amenities and 
excellent accessibilityò 

 
 
 

We have a constant stream of enquiries for 
property of all types in and around Whimple. 

 
ASK FOR A FREE VALUATION 

 
01404 814306 

www.redfernsproperty.co.uk 
 

Tim Wright 
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Whimple Post Office News 

A reminder to all those planning trips to Europe this spring ð please 
remember that you will need one of the new style EHIC (European Health 
Insurance Card) to cover yourself for emergency treatment. Application 
forms can be collected from the Post Office. All old E111 forms are now 
not valid. 

Flowers By Post. This is really proving to be a very popular product ð 

and satisfied customers tell us that the flowers are of a very good quality.  

A new brochure has just been launched for the forthcoming season to 
cover Valentineõs Day, Mothering Sunday and Easter, with beautiful 
bouquets from Ã15.00 by Post and Ã32.00 for Courier Service. 

 We can order these for you over the counter.  

 

 

 

Mothering Sunday March 26th. 

Thanking you all for your continuing Support. 

Jim & Alison 

Eva Roach 

Barry, Trevor, Keith, and families of the late Eva would like to 
thank relatives and friends for their help, letters, cards and kind 
messages of sympathy received during their recent sad loss. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the service and to all who 
gave donations. 
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MILESTONE SERVICES  
NATIONAL GARAGE WHIMPLE 

Welcome to your new  

LONDIS express  
 

 

 
-o-  

GROCERIES  

FROZEN AND CHILLED FOODS - FRUIT AND VEGETABLES - WINES BEERS  

SPIRITS- FRESH BAKED BREAD - HOT SNACKS AND DRINKS -  

NEWSPAPERS - MAGAZINES & MUCH MUCH MORE 
LOOK OUT FOR OUR MONTHLY SPECIALS -SELECTED LINES AT 

SUPERMARKET PRICES! (EG. 3 BOTTLES OF WINE FOR £10 ) 

-o- 

JOIN OUR DVD CLUB  

(MEMBERSHIP FREE) RENTALS FROM 99P 
-o- 

PAYPOINT AGENT  

PAY YOUR BILLS - TOP UP YOUR MOBILE - ELECTRICITY KEY 

CHARGING ETC 
-o- 

CASH MACHINE IN STORE 

-o- 
WE ALSO SELL CALOR GAS - COAL - LOGS - CAR CARE PRODUCTS - 

GARDEN STONEWARE & COMPOSTS. 
FUELS AND OILS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

-o- 

LONDIS at Milestone -  Best Value Locally  

 

OPEN UNTIL 9PM  
Telephone (01404) 822005  
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Whimple School 
 

The amount raised in Whimple for the 
2005 (Nov) Poppy Appeal was Ã1,507.83. 
Many thanks to all who helped make this a 
record amount for Whimple. Frances Pratt 

Success of the Walking Bus 
 

 As many of you will have noticed, the new Walking Bus services for Whimple 
School are now going strong.  Having initially planned to have two halves of 
the bus starting at different points, then meeting outside the Thirsty Farmer 
before walking into school, it soon became apparent from the enthusiasm of 
the children that they would run as separate buses.  Each bus is limited to 16 
passengers, and we now have 16 for each bus, although they don't all travel 
on it every day.  The scheme has been so successful, that we are hoping to 
launch a new bus from The Square in the next few weeks.  The new bus will 
run from The Square and will go through Rectory Close until the 
Church tower is finished. 

 Each route has to be risk assessed by Devon County Council's road safety 
team, which includes engineers, and police to make sure that the buses' jour-
neys to school are as safe as they can possibly be.  It is quite a sight to see a 
bus full of passengers, all wearing high-visibility waistcoats, walking to school.  
Each bus has a volunteer parent at each end as "driver" and "conductor" and 

sometimes an extra one in the middle, all of whom have 
some training and are police checked.  Other parents can also walk 
along with the bus if they wish to take their children into school. 

Part of the aim of the buses, is to reduce congestion outside 
school and in the Victory Hall car-park, and it has really made 
a difference already.  So, look out for the buses, and help us to 

improve road-safety in our village. Emma Palmer 
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West One 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen  

3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill,  

(Nr West Hill Garage)          Free Parking  
 

West One would like to welcome Mrs Julie Evans  (nee Shakeshaft) to our friendly Team.  

Fully experienced  

Working Thursdays and Saturdays .  

Ladies cuts  from £8.00 

Menôs  cuts  from £6.50 

Children   from £5.00 

  

Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 

 

Opening:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday. 

For an Appointment Please call 01404 814913 or Call in for Free Consultation.  

Hair Design 

01404   814 913 
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December saw Hank Wangford and Reg Meuross charm a capacity audience 
in Whimple. After Slack Ma Girdle, Hank and Reg are the biggest names ever 
to have played the Victory Hall. Allegedly. 
   

Our roving reporter cornered Hank in the interval to bring you this  
penetrating in-depth exclusive. 
 

WN: Where did you get that hat? 

H: Down a dusty trail in the New Mexico Desert 

WN: When and where did you and Reg first meet? 

H: Oohh! It's lost in the mists of time - it must have been fifteen, sixteen 
years ago when I first saw Reg, maybe playing in London or at the 
Edinburgh Festival. He was with a band called 'The Panic Brothers'. I 
knew straight away that I wanted to steal him, but I had to wait until 
they broke up.  

WN: What's your favourite chord? 

H: A minor 

WN: How many performance shirts do you own? 

H: At any given time I might have three or four. At the moment I've got 
this one [orange, with skeleton motif],a similar one in red and black, and 
one with cowgirls on. 

WN: Worst gig ever? 

H: There have been so many... Hmmm... Lowestoft Pavilion, by the pier. 
Three people and a dog. 

WN: And the best? 

H: Hard to choose. Recently --- Queens Hall, Edinburgh. The acoustics 
were so good we didn't recognise ourselves. 

WN: How was Vera's chicken soup? 

H: The soup? Good. 
 

Hank is a bona-fida medical doctor and continues to 
work one day a week at the clinic where he has 
practised for many years. The rest of his work time is 
spent doing music. 

Hank and Reg were able to appear in Whimple 
thanks to Villages in Action.        Tom Howard 

Hank Wangford and Reg Meuross  
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 THE PENSION DRAWDOWN COMPANY 
 

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISERS 
 
 

FOR UNBIASED, QUALITY FINANCIAL ADVICE BASED ON YOUR  
CIRCUMSTANCES PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO YOUR NEEDS 

INCLUDING 
 

SAVINGS        INVESTMENTS PENSION PROVISION 
 RETIREMENT OPTIONS   inc ANNUITIES 

LIFE AND CRITICAL ILLNESS COVER     INCOME PROTECTION 
 

Contact:  Bob Diamond at Waterlake Meadow, Church Road, Whimple 
On 01 404 822865 or Email r.diamond1@ntlworld.com 

For a free initial consultation 
 

Appointed Representative of The Burns-Anderson Independent Network PLC,  
which is Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority  
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SOFT 

FURNISHINGS 

&  

TRADITIONAL  

UPHOLSTERY 
 

Loose Covers to Recovers 
Cushions to Footstools 
Headboards to Bedding 

CurtainsðBlindsðPelmets 
Swags & Tails 

And much more 

 
Jo Harris 01884 277519  

 

Good Ales, Good Food  
Pop in and say Hello  

 

Tel: 822214  

Talaton Inn 
Sunday Lunch -  Daily Specials  

Bar Menu and Snacks  

Restaurant open Tuesdays to 

Saturday Evening  

 

Trimeasy  

Your Local Interior Decorating 
Service 

Our award winning company has 
the expertise to provide fast 
professional workmanship, including 
stripping existing wallcovering, 
surface preparation and hanging all 
types of paper. Ceilings, Skirting 
Boards and Door painting.  
 

No job too big or small. 
 

Free no obligation estimate. 
 

Contact Alec Janaway to discuss 
your requirements. 

"Mellifera" Church Road 
Whimple, Devon. EX5 2TF  
Tel/Fax:  01404 823019 
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Please can someone explain why the wonderful Whimple tradition of 
ôCarol Singing in the Squareõ on Christmas Eve seems to have found a 
permanent home within the church? 

We always felt there was something magical about the informal 
gathering allowing anyone and every one of all ages to feel comfortable 
enough to join in with the singing.  Some came carrying lanterns or 
torches, chatting with each other passing on Christmas Greetings, all 
this with the added surprise that a very busy Father Christmas might also 
just find the time to join us!  

My elderly parents stayed with us this year and one of the highlights of 
their last Christmas in Whimple was being part of a fairly unique event. 

This year the weather was perfect and other members of the family 
from outside the village joined us.  So imagine the disappointment as 
we walked into an empty and silent square. 

It should be said that the event inside our lovely church was very 
professionally done and maybe the many people who attended 
preferred it that way? We just felt that as there are already various 
formal Carol Services we can all attend ð itõs a great shame to lose the 
fun and informality that the unique ôCarol Singing in the Squareõ offered!  

Are we alone? 

The Silk Family 

It was great to see the church so packed for the informal carols on 
Christmas Eve.  For me it is the signal that Christmas is here, and it was a 
great start to my ôproperõ Christmas. It is always fun to meet up with the 
rest of the village at a time like this, and then carry on, afterwards, at one 
of the pubs with a lemonade and a packet of crisps.  

 Whatever medicine that Julia Green is on, I think we all need some! Julia 
does a superb job each year, and always brimming over with energy and 
enthusiasm, and bringing the best out of the children in a gentle and fun 
way. I was really impressed with the young man who had volunteered to 
sing a solo ð very brave and he did very well. We professional singers are 
good at recognising up and coming talent! The evening raised money for 
the Devon Air Ambulance ð so well done Whimple, and thanks to all the 
musicians who took part, and to Julia.  

We include two letters about the Xmas Eve carols in The Square; one 
raises a concern about the venue, and this is answered by the organisers, 
Tom and Barbara Lambert. If you have a view, please let us know!" 

Ed H 

CAROL SINGING IN THE SQUARE - CHRISTMAS EVE 
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First of all we would like to thank everyone who attended - especially 
those with children of all ages. All the instrumentalists who turned up - 
including the young ones - did a great job and the whole evening was 
given a polish by the efforts of our MC, Julia, who jollied us all along to 
such good effect. Grateful thanks have been received from Devon Air 
Ambulance for whom Ã144.78 was collected. They now operate two 
helicopters and need Ã2.2m per year! We appreciate the efforts and 
generosity of those who prepared the Church and offered its use for 
the occasion. 

We have been touched by the many comments we have received after 
the event. We had not fully appreciated the extent to which so many of 
you enjoy this part of Christmas and, in particular, being in the open-air 
when weather has permitted. This time it was in the Church despite fine 
weather outside. And there were reasons. 

We have been trying to encourage more and more children to take 
part - either by singing or playing instruments. For those learning 
instruments carols are a very good way to get a buzz from playing in 
public. Whilst some wind instruments can be played outside in damp 
weather without detriment, strings certainly can not. Then there is the 
problem of small children separated from parents to be brought to the 
front for, say "Away in a Manger". In the darkness we have been 
worried about when they would be out of sight and their whereabouts 
unmonitored. Lighting is a problem in the Square, especially for young 
instrumentalists - older ones can sometimes busk! There have been 
occasions when someone has wanted to drive a car through the 
middle! 

From the feelings that have been expressed we realise that we have to 
think more about h\ow to overcome the difficulties. Perhaps a canopy 
for instrumentalists and/or moving further down the Square. Closing 
the road, with prior notice, is also an option. All this will entail much 
more time given in thought, organising and physical effort on Christmas 
Eve itself. As it has grown in popularity and we have grown older we 
have probably reached the stage where the whole event needs to be 

taken forward with new volunteers to plan it and make it 
happen. So please talk among yourselves, send your 

comments and watch this space for developments. 

A lovely letter to the Editor refers to "the wonderful 
Whimple tradition" and "something magical in the 

informal gathering" (when outside). Let's try to build on this. 
    Tom and Barbara Lambert 
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DC DECKING & JOINERY  
 

Quality Carpentry Services 

BESPOKE HAND CRAFTED GATES   Many years experience, 
 

¶ FREE ESTIMATES     Fully Qualified 
 

¶ MANY REDWOOD DESIGNS   Large Portfolio 
 

¶ SUPPLY & INSTALLATION 
 

¶ TOTAL SECURITY 
 

               QUALITY DECKING SERVICES  
  

¶ FREE DESIGN & PLANNING 
 

¶ QUALIFIED INSTALLERS 
 

¶ TREATED MATERIALS 

 
CARPENTRY  

 
¶ FREE ESTIMATES     
 
¶ KITCHENS & BEDROOMS    

 
¶ BUILT IN WARDROBES 

 
¶ UPVC INSTALLATIONS 

 
 

                        JOINERY  
 

¶ HAND MADE GARDEN FURNITURE 
 

¶ ANYTHING THAT NEEDS TO BE 
MADE OR  REPAIRED 

 

For a friendly, efficient & professional service please contact our team  

Telephone : 01404 822126      Mobile: 07980 889968     Email:dcdecking@aol.com 
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For a friendly, efficient & professional service please contact our team  

Telephone : 01404 822126      Mobile: 07980 889968     Email:dcdecking@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

Aromatherapy 

Ï 

Therapeutic Massage 

Ï 

Hopi Ear Candling  

Ï 
Sally Baker  C.H.Ed  (Dip Mass) 

(DipAroma)  
Complementary Medical Association Registered 

Whimple 
Tel: 01404 822315   

Mob: 07870 112071  

email: salbaker63@hotmail.com 

CPM Plumbing & Heating  
 

Your Local Plumbing 
& Heating Service  - 

 

 

205961 
 

Repair & Servicing of Oil Gas & 
LPG 

Heating Systems Boilers & Appliances 
 

Using Hi-Tech Analysing equipment 
 
 

Fully Insured - All work guaranteed 
 

No Job Too Small  -   Free Estimates 
 

CORGI  & OFTEC  Registered for all appliances 
 

For a friendly professional service call: 
 

Gary Clarke  
 

Phone: 01404 822523  Mob: 07812013434  
 

Garlands   3 Dince Hill Close, Whimple 

 

  

MASSAGE  
in Whimple 

 

FOOT MASSAGE  

HEAD MASSAGE  

BODY MASSAGE  
(Half - or one-hour sessions) 

 

Book your appointment with Lucy Ambler, Dip APNT  

on  07808-720577  
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Parish Plan 
 

Do you have a Vision for Whimple? 
 

The Parish Council has initiated the preparation of a Parish Plan for 
Whimple. Such a plan has to be based on the views of everyone in the 
community, and will identify the actions needed to tackle issues of 
concern. The aim is to include everything that is relevant to those who 
live and work in the parish, from employment to 
playgrounds, and from housing to health. 

A full consultation with all parishioners will be undertaken later in the 
year, but a preliminary meeting to learn how the Parish Plan 

process will be undertaken will be held on: 

Thursday 2nd March in the Victory Hall at 7.30pm.  

A speaker from the Community Council of Devon will 
give a short presentation on parish plans and this will 
be followed by your first opportunity to give an 
early indication of the issues the plan should 
cover. 

Please do come. 

Mike Ellingham 

Parish Council News 
 

Whimple Traffic Plan 
  

The Parish Council is liaising with Devon County Council, Road Safety 
Officers, Police and other agencies in order to arrive at an affordable 
consensus with regard to traffic calming in Whimple. 

At the last meeting of the Parish Council 14 items were looked at that 
had been discussed with Devon County Council. A number of 
additional comments were made for consideration by DCC. Items 
discussed include the extent of a 20mph zone, interactive speed signs, 
adjustments to existing road markings, provision of safer walkways and 
other measures such as chicanes. 

The discussions are running in parallel with road safety improvements 
consequent on the success of Whimple Primary School Travel Plan. 

Gerri Turner 
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Records & Pop Memorabilia  

Wanted  

 

                     

HDR 

Good prices paid for the following  
 

Records. CDôs, Rock & concert Memorabilia 
 

Tour Programmes/ Old Tickets/ Magazines/ Sheet Music  

All types of  music, large or small collections 
 
Rock - Pop - 50ôs - 60ôs - 70ôs - Punk - 80ôs 
 

John W Griffiths 
Phone: 01404 823480 
Mobile: 07836 369740 
Email: hdicksrecords@yahoo.co.uk 
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NEW YEARS EVE 

The theme in the Thirsty Farmer was Pantomime and Nursery Rhyme Charac-
tersé.so no problem for me to get the old Widow Twankey dress out plus the 
false frontage and away we went. I was surprised and delighted to see so many 
of the good gentlemen of the village who had dressed up as ladies. Should I be 
surprised and delighted éé or worried? Perhaps we could have a regular Cross 
Dressers Club evening!!!!!! It was a good evening with great music and nicely 
served lemonades ð well done to Tanya and Vicki and the rest of the team 
who all dressed up.  

A few of us managed to totter up to the Square at midnight and meet up with 
more villagers who were dressed a little less extravagantly, and we were able 
to join in the festivities there,  lubricated by a sup of mulled wine, courtesy of 
John and Jan at The Jays ð thank you for doing that. 

Ed H 

Old Yearõs Night 

Jan and John at The Jays would like to thank all those people who turned out on 
Old Yearõs Night and supported the activities in The Square.  They would like to 
express special thanks to those who donated bottles for the mulled wine ð 
some of whom did not make it to The Square as events overtook them and 
some who could not drag themselves away from their Jigsaw Puzzles.  A very 
Happy and Healthy Year to you all. 

Our thanks to Paul, Gill and the customers of the New Fountain Inn for 
their generous donation from the Christmas Draw.  The money will go 
towards much needed facilities for the family/bereavement room in the 
Emergency Department at Wonford.  This includes such items as some 
decent crockery, toys or games for children, and practical items for use 
after cot deaths. Such facilities are very important for the bereaved, and 
help the staff to help them. 
 

Chris McLauchlan on behalf of the Emergency Department, Royal Devon 
& Exeter Hospital (Wonford) Consultant in Emergency Medicine 
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Apple juice, Cider, Eggs, Pork, 
Fruit & Vegetables 

 

Berry Farm 

Please call Jenny on 01404 823930 
Or visit us in Clyst St Lawrence 
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M P SMALL ENGINES 
Mike Persey  

 

SERVICE &REPAIR TO 
 

All makes and types of  
Horticultural / Garden  

Forestry and Small Agricultural  
Machinery  

 

Specialist in the repair of older  
Machinery and Sports Club machinery  

 

Makeovers and rebuilds undertaken  
 

New machinery at competitive prices  
 

Collection Service   

Little Cot  

Hembury Fort  

Honiton  

Devon  

EX14 3LE 
 

Tel  

01404 841699 

Mobile  

07976725516 

Tickets Adults £4.00 

Children £2.00 

Available from Whimple Stores 
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Tel: 01404 822422 

Higher 
Slewton 
Whimple 

Rosemarie Burrows 

CHAIR CANING 
RUSH SEATING 

SKEINED WILLOW 

Tel: 07749 715187  
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Miracle Manicures  

 

 
 

beauty for  
the hands and feet  

competitive rates  

Abby Porter  

01404 823875 

 

Tom Vanneck  
 

Furniture Restorer  

&  

French Polisher  
 

Modern & antique 

commissions undertaken.  

 

Tel. 01392 860502  

Mob. 07812810846  

 

   

 

Paul Seager  

BS(Hons) BCEng MRICS MiFireE 

Architectural Services,  

Plans and Designs 

Ò  Plans & Specifications 

Ò  Building Regulations & 

Ò  Planning Applications 

Telephone 01395: 232501 

 

Heritage Taxis  

 

At your service  

01404 81 55 44  

07891 72 55 36  

Proprietor: Gavin France  
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 Great Trees of East Devon - which is your favourite?  
 

Have you got a favourite tree in the Parish of Whimple? Perhaps you have 
noticed its size, its wildlife, a story associated with it ð or just its beauty within 
the landscape. The Countryside Service has won a Heritage Lottery Grant to 
fund a three year project to find and record the important trees of the district. 
Project Coordinator Kate Tobin launched the Great Tree Hunt in September 
2005 and it runs until June 2006. 

People can nominate their tree to be a Great Tree of East Devon using a form in 
a leaflet or on the website (www.eastdevon.gov.uk/countryside). Recording a 
tree on the interactive map on the website means its details can also be sent 
directly to the national Ancient Tree Hunt, helping their quest to record ancient 
trees. 

There is also a fantastic prize to be won for a photo competition running 
alongside the Great Tree Hunt. The very best photo of a tree nominated for the 
Hunt will win a digital SLR worth around Ã700 ð a Canon EOS 350D donated 
by Canon UK and the Devon Camera Centre. So find a tree with a story and 
start snapping. You can even claim a free A4 print of your photo by taking it 
along to a Devon Camera Centre shop along with your entry form. 

Britain is home to the majority of ancient trees surviving in North West Europe 
and they are a distinctive feature of East Devon. However they are being 
squeezed out of the landscape, threatening the wildlife 
dependent on them. The national Ancient Tree Forum are 
particularly keen to find out about the distribution of our 
ancient native oaks - anything over 5m in girth is of 
interest. 

A tree doesnõt have to be old to be a Great Tree or to 
be of interest ð it may support rare wildlife or have a 
good story. 

Trees nominated can be on private land and it will be 
possible to keep their exact location vague, if necessary. 
However some level of public access or visibility will 
probably be required for a tree to be chosen as one of the 
final 60 òGreat Trees of East Devonó. 

The Great Trees project also supports parish tree wardens, works with schools 
and raises awareness of the importance of ancient trees and how to look after 
them. Schools can sign Kate up for a free visit on a tree-related topic by phoning 
her on 01395 516551 x 2060. 

Kate Tobin can be contacted at East Devon District Council on 01395 517557 
or at ktobin@eastdevon.gov.uk. 
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WHIMPLE WEATHER - 2005 

 
 
 
         2005            2004 
Rainfall 43.26 inches  35.32 inches 
Rain fell on 159 days  165 days 
Snow fell on 9 days  5 days 
Gales/Strong winds 33 days  43 days 
No of days 32  f or below 57  28 
Thunder heard 7 days  6 days 
Wettest month October ( 8.36 inches)  October (5.9 inches) 
Wettest day 18.10.05 (2.28 inches)  22.6.04   (1.6 inches) 
   18.12.04 (1.6 inches) 
Hottest day 13.7. 05 (92  f)  8 & 16. 6. 04 (87  f) 
   5.8.04    (87  f) 
Coldest night 28.12.05 (21  f)  1.3.04    (23  f) 
 

o 

o 

o 
o 

o 

o 

I now have 35 years of weather statistics in Whimple. 

It must be emphasised this is a record in a garden in Whimple and may 
not agree with that of 2 or 3 miles away but is thought to be reasonably 
relevant to the village. 

The average rainfall in this garden is 38.79 inches so 2005 has been 
above average. October, November, December produced 17.96 inches 
and for a period of 32 days between 11th October 2005 and 11th 
November 2005 I recorded 12.26 inches. 

Wot no metrication? Age! 

Ken Burrows 
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WHIMPLE  AND  DISTRICT VILLAGE  PRODUCE  ASSOCIATION 
 

The Annual General Meeting for the VPA was held on Thursday 12th January 2006 in 
the Committee Room at the Victory Hall. We had to rearrange the date due to the 
original date clashing with the Wassail night. We hope nobody was too disappointed at 
not being able to be there but we did have a packed meeting! It was good to reflect on 
another busy and indeed very successful year. However, there was a bit of a shock in 
store when in came to electing the Committee for the coming year. Firstly, we learnt that 
Pauline Rogers was to stand down as our Vice Chairman and Subscription Secretary. 
Pauline has worked very hard for us over the years not only for fulfilling these two roles 
but also for organising many successful coach trips. We are very grateful to her for all the 
work she has done. Secondly, and perhaps more surprisingly was the decision from 
Frances Pratt, affectionately known as Mrs òPó, to stand down as Show Secretary. At the 
meeting she told us that she became a Committee Member of the VPA in 1960, and has 
been Show Secretary for 44 years! Not many organisations will have had that sort of 
dedicated support from one person. Clearly this will be a very difficult act to follow, but 
fortunately she wonõt be too far away to help us out. It was unanimously agreed that 
both should become Honorary Vice Presidents of the VPA. 

Due to the very successful events we have organised over the last two years, we have 
agreed with the Parish Council to fund some spring bulbs for the village. We are 
currently looking at various sites, but if anyone has any thoughts on this, we would be 
very interested to hear where you think they should go. Our Chairman, Adrian Williams, 
would be pleased to have any ideas you may have, see contact details for phone 
number. 

It was also agreed at the meeting that membership subscriptions would be Ã1.50 per 
person for the coming year. This would entitle members to free entry to the winter 
coffee evening talk in February, the plant sale in May and free entry to view the Flower 
Show Exhibits. Doreen Staddon has agreed to be our Membership Secretary this year 
and she will be assisted by Sylvia Broom and Zena Calverley. Any one of these three will 
be pleased to take your money for those of you eager to renew your memberships, and 
of course we will welcome with open arms any new members! It is still the bargain of the 
year at less than three pence a week!!! 

The first event of the year will be on Tuesday 28th February 2006, in the Victory Hall, 
where everyone is invited to a talk by Mr P. Cantrill, the owner of the Dayspring Plants 
Nursery. We have asked him to give a talk on plants that are suitable for Whimple 
Gardens and the latest developments in flowers and plants. He will also have a stock of 
plants for sale. Following the talk there will be an opportunity to ask him and other 
òExpertsó any questions that you may have on flowers, plants, vegetables and fruit trees. 
If you have any questions on exhibiting at our Flower Show we will be pleased to answer 
those as well. It should be a very interesting evening. Entry will be free to VPA Members, 
and yes you can join on the night, and there will be a charge of Ã1.00 to non members. 
Light refreshments will be available after the talk. 

We are proposing to run an òOpen Gardensó day in June and we would like to hear 
from anyone who is interested in offering their garden up for viewing. We have a 
number we will be using, but, if there is anyone who has a garden of interest and would 
be prepared to show it off, please let us know. 

We look forward to seeing you all at our events during the year, and as usual, they will 
be published here in the Whimple News. 

Paul Wilson, Hon. Secretary. 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 
(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 

 
Feet First  
Reflexology  

Joanne M Hicks MIFR  
Registered Practitioner  

Trowdon, Whimple  

01404 822884  0777 5828677  

jomhicks@aol.com  
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 Whimple Tennis Club AGM 
 

will be held on Wednesday 15th March at 7.30pm at 

The Gate House 

Rull Farm 

Whimple 

Tel 823240 for directions. 

ALL WELCOME, whether member or not.   

We are open to new ideas and questions and of course help! 

TALATON PANTO 2006 ð Jack and the Wizards of Sozz 
 

And so, dear reader, the current Mrs H and I gathered ourselves 
together in the middle of January and set off on the dog sledge to 
Talaton, to see their world famous panto. As ever, the script was home 
grown and the man wot writ it, had a starring role as the Innkeeper, with 
some superb makeup, warts and all ð or was it makeup? The quality of 
the makeup was the great change from last year, so well done for that. 
The Talaton panto is rapidly turning into a Rolling Stones-like tour, with a 
cast/team of helpers, of thousands, but only just lacking the 70 lorries 
needed for equipment! The cast always have my admiration, as they are 
brave enough to do a matinee and an evening show on the Saturday, 
something that would lead to either burn out or a blow out if it were the 
Whimpletons! 

Trish Lenehan (one time star of the Whimpletons as well ) was 
Muscadet, and was brilliantly evil. Trish had also taken on the role of 
Director ð brave lady ð obviously not enough to do - and there was 
another Whimpleton link in the shape of Paul Colin, playing Merlot,  a 
Wizard. Saturday night was packed, and it was good to see that 
Whimpleõs answer to Russ Conway, our very own Reg Porley, was 
tinkling the ivories for the panto. Obviously no one in Talaton can play 
the piano, so Reg had to cancel an evening of his world tour and fly in 
especially.   

I was deeply hurt when they included comments about the Whimple 
pantomime, and was in floods of tears on the evening ð but revenge is 
best enjoyed cold, so I am sure things can be included in Puss in Boots 
for any Talaton visitors (assuming they can find their way out of the 
village. ) Beware!!         Ed H 
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STUCK AT HOME THROUGH LACK OF TRANSPORT? 

DONõT MISS THIS 

Would you be interested in joining a shared transport scheme, 
offering to collect and return you to your own front door, to various 
places in the local vicinity at set times throughout the day? If so, 
please send your name and address indicating your interest to TOW 
Community Transport Association, c/o 3 Metcombe Rise, Metcombe, 
Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1ST. 

DO THIS NOW - DONõT DELAY. 

Whimple Book Group 
 

December saw the 1st Anniversary of Whimple Book Group. (The occasion 
was marked by the consumption of even larger amounts of chocolate 
biscuits and wine than usual). We all agreed that the group had succeeded in 
making us read more, and in encouraging us to read a greater variety of 
styles and authors than we otherwise would have. It has also provided an 
excuse for regular evenings out of chatting and drinking, while at the same 
time giving friends and partners the illusion that we are intellectuals.To give 
people an idea of the sort of books we have been reading, here is a list of the 
past year's titles: 

 The No.1 Ladies Detective Agency, by Alexander McCall Smith 
 The Handmaid's Tale, by Margaret Atwood 
 The Photograph, by Penelope Lively 
 Small Island, by Andrea Levy 
 The English, by Jeremy Paxman 
 Memoirs of a Geisha, by Arthur Golden 
 The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists, by Robert Tressell 
 Good News, Bad News, by David Wolstencroft 
 Her Father's Sins, by Josephine Cox 
 Five People You Meet in Heaven, by Mitch Albom 
 Miss Pettigrew Lives for a Day, by Winifred Watson 
 The Poisonwood Bible, by Barbara Kingsolver 

We are now looking forward to spending our Christmas 
book tokens, and another year of reading.    

Katy Howard 
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For all your daily requirements 
of 

MILK, CREAM, EGGS, FRUIT JUICE, 
NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES 

POTATOES, FRUIT & VEGETABLES 
PET FOODS & REQUIREMENTS 

AVAILABLE AT COMPETITIVE RATES 
Delivered to your door 

Please contact 
VICTOR AND MARIAN DANIEL 
Summerbridge, Whimple, Devon 

Tel: Whimple 822458 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO: 
 Learn to map read / develop existing skills? 

 Learn by practical experience? 

 Learn from specialists in a friendly atmosphere? 

 Know more about GPS and Navigational Software? 

 Find out what else COMPASSWORKS has to offer? 

Tel: (01566) 783236 / 07711 055961 

www.compassworks.co.uk  

 

 FOR ALL YOUR  

SEWING REPAIRS  

&  

ALTERATIONS  

No job too small  
 

Also dressmaking, table linen  

& Personalised machine 
embroidery  

 

 

 

 

 

Call Molly on 
Office. Tel 01392 460970 

or 07748 985830 evenings, 
Wednesdays or Sundays. 

14 Bramley Avenue, Off Lower 
Hill Barton, near to the Met Office 

 

 

 

Whimple Cubs  

Jumble Sale  

Sat 18th Mar, 2pm  

at the Scout Hut  

Collection Friday 

evening.  

Items for collection: 

phone Alex Spry 822844  


