
 

1 

 April/May 2015 

 

 

Solar eclipse 20th March 2015, Whimple 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

DustAway 
 

All Work and no play,  
We are here to help  

 

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service 
 

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly  
or One-off Cleans. 

 

Moving house, holiday lets, 
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.  

We also offer an Ironing service 
Fully insured ð all materials supplied 

 

Please call 
Jill 07818484864 

or Tracey 07727168817 
 

V.A.T. Reg. No. 169 7014 86 

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

 

 

 

MUSIC DATES 
Friday April 3rd: Carnaby Street  

Sunday April 5th: Maggie Reeday from 4pm  

Friday 24th April: Stiletto  

Friday 29th May: Audius Maximus  

Friday 26th June: Thick As Thieves  

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu changed daily  

alongside traditional ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whatõs On in Whimple            
 

April 
  1st Heritage Centre opens ð details page 52 
11th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall 7.00pm ôThe Hundred Foot Journeyõ. 
18th Villages in Action present Alaw Trio at the Victory Hall ð details page 13. 
18th Whimple School Choir 7.00pm St Maryõs Church ð details page 19. 
24th Whimple History Society Talk at the Victory Hall 7.30pm ôThe medieval 

cathedral in Exeterõ with Conrad Donaldson. 
25th Soup and Sarnie lunch at Victory Hall 12.00 noon until 1.30pm. 
 

May 
  2nd  VPA coach trip to Marwood Hill gardens ð details page 34. 
  9th VPA Spring Coffee Morning and Plant Sale  - Victory Hall ð details page 34. 
  9th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm. 
13th Post Office services start at Whimple Stores from 1.00pm ð see page 11. 
30th Soup and Sarnie lunch at Victory Hall 12.00 noon until 1.30pm. 
 

June 
13th Whimple Church Fete 2.30pm ð details page 25. 
13th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall 7.00pm for 7.30pm. 
21st VPA trip to Rosemoor Gardens ð details page 34. 
27th School Summer Fair - Whimple Primary School 
28th Exeter Gauge O Group (model railways) Open Day 10.00am - 4.00pm Victory 

Hall ð details page 43. 
 

July 
5th-12th Village Week . 
  7th Walking Treasure Hunt, starting at the Heritage Centre ð details to follow. 
11th Village Day. 
27th Childrenõs Fun Day 10.00am ð 1.00pm ð see page 29.  
 

August 
  8th VPA Annual Flower Show Victory Hall ð details page 34. 
 

September 
 

19th Front Row Club ð Victory Hall CinemaLive simulcast of ôAidaõ from Sydney 
Harbour 

24th Whimple History Society talk ð Victory Hall 7.30pm - Sue Ayres and ôA social 
picture of Whimple in the Great War yearsõ. 

 

October 
23rd Whimple History Society talk ð Victory Hall 7.30pm ð Mike Richards and 

ôExecutions in Exeterõ. 
 

November 
 

20th Whimple History Society talk ð Victory Hall 7.30pm ð Reuben Ayres and ôDr 
Peter Hennis ð the last man to die in a duel in Exeterõ. 
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If your Association has an event which you would like listed in õWhatõs on...õ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 

Ed the Ed 
 

The News team hope that you enjoy this April/May edition, which will have been 
delivered to your door by our wonderful volunteer deliverers who will be packing 
away their snow shoes and thermals ready for the warmer summer days that are on 
the horizon. Thank you to them for their valuable help.  

Meanwhile, in the retail hub of Whimple, the Stores team are poised like coiled 
springs in readiness for the Post Office training. Jenny and Mark have done a great 
job in moving all the chillers and freezers (for the last time hopefully!) in readiness 
for the PO arrival. We can see the confusion on our customerõs faces as they come 
in and wonder if they are in the right shop! The new layout certainly gives some new 
space to the shop which is useful. Jenny has explained what is happening in the 
Stores on page 11. I have been really impressed with the wide range of items that 
we now stock ð where else could you find a bottle of herbal schnapps called 
ôMesser Schmittõ? Whoever buys it has to promise to open it in the shop and give 
the staff a taster.  

Sally has written a report about the ôPop Up Restaurantõ that came to Whimple 
recently ð what a great night that was for the village and adds to the wide range of 
activities/events that this great village hosts throughout the year. Just have a look at 
the ôWhatõs on in Whimpleõ page, plus of course, all the regular meetings of the 
variety of clubs/societies we have.  

The Heritage Centre re-opens on 1st April (honestly!) and page 52 invites us to 
support the History Society and the new displays for 2015 ð please take your family 
and friends to see these displays.  

A warm thank you to Jim and Alison (the small outlet that we know and love) for 
their hard work in the Post Office in the last ten years and we wish them a happy 
retirement. Does this mean that the Stores team have to take on the mantle of 
dressing up for Comic Relief Day? Youõll never catch Jenny and me dressing up and 
looking silly!!! 

And a STOP PRESS item that we have managed to squeeze in ð details of the 
closing date of the New Fountain under the Mallett flag, and the opening date under 
the new team. It is a big day for Gill, Michelle and Chris who have worked so very 
hard at running a great pub for the village ð and its visitors. Many thanks to them for 
all their hard work, the long hours and the support they have given to many events. I 
look forward to seeing Gill taking a very well-deserved rest  

If you would like to submit an article for this great magazine, then please send it 
direct to Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, or leave it in our post box at Dairy 
Cottage (opposite the New Fountain) by Monday 11th May. Thank you! 

Ed H              823194 or email to edhitch@btinternet.com 
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Whimple Post Office News 

Here are opening times for the Post Office over the Easter period, including the 
first Bank Holiday in May. 

Any benefits and pensions due on a bank holiday can be accessed on the 
previous working day. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

One of the many benefits of the Post Office moving to the Shop will mean 
longer opening hours, including Bank Holidays. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

This is our last contribution from the Post Office for Whimple News, we would 
like to thank everyone for supporting us during the past ten years. We could not 
have done it without you. 

We wish Jenny, Mark and the crew in the shop the very best of luck. 

Thank you. 

Jim and Alison Creasy. 

Good Friday 3rd April Closed 

Easter Saturday 4th April Open as usual 

Easter Monday 6th April Closed 

Monday 4th May Closed 

 

Tale Valley Choir 

Rehearsal dates; 

April 15th and 29th, May 6th and 20th 

Talaton Church, 7.30-9.00 pm 

Ã3.00pp, for details, contact Emma Palmer   

empal1 @icloud.com ð 01404 823083 
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(not VAT registered) 

Please contact me for all 
your carpentry and joinery 
needs, i.e. doors, windows 
and furniture, I will be 
pleased to give you a 
quotation.  

    Email: jbrewer2410@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 

 

I have just had a meeting with the new owners and consequently it has 
been agreed that the pub will change hands on April 24th. 

However, in order to give us time to move out and hand over the pub 
will close after the evening of Friday 17th April. Lunches will be served as 
usual that day but the evening will be devoted to a leaving get together 
with anyone who wants to pop in for a drink and nibbles. 

The pub will re-open on May 1st when your hosts Dominic and Steve will 
be waiting to welcome you all back. 

May we quickly take this opportunity to say a heartfelt thank-you to the 
village and those from further afield for their huge support over the last 
25 years. Also a big thank-you to all our staff for all their hard work.  

We will remain in the village, so its not really a goodbye, just a new 
chapter in our lives.             

Gill, Michelle and Chris  

Stop Press! - The New Fountain Inn 
 

As we go to press we have just received the following email from Gill Mallett: 
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851674  
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News from Whimple Stores 
 

The countdown for the Post Office relocation is on and we are due to start serving 
on Wednesday 13th May at 1.00pm. Apparently they need the morning to ensure 
everything is running properly so there will be a short gap between the Post Office 
closing at lunchtime on the Tuesday and us starting at lunchtime on Wednesday. 

We will have a little bit of training in the Post Office products but the main training 
in using the system will happen in the first ten days when a trainer will be with us in 
the shop. This means that in the first ten days we can only process Post Office 
transactions in their working hours. We believe this will be 9.00am ð 5.00pm 
weekdays and 9.00am ð 12noon on Saturday.  After that the Post Office will have 
the same opening hours as the shop. 

We understand that we will be able to offer 98% of the services currently available.  
At the current time the request to transfer the lottery machine has been declined but 
it is going to appeal so it may happen. 

We have started to move things around to accommodate the Post Office counter 
and to make things easier for us. The counter is now next to the sink and we have 
more space behind it. All the fridges and chillers are against the wall, which makes 
the shop feel much lighter and more open. Thank you for bearing with us whilst we 
have moved things.  It was an exhausting weekend despite all the help from our 
friends and family and before that Ed was invaluable in helping us to make small 
changes in anticipation of the move. There are still things that need doing but we 
are trying very hard to keep the shop open as usual. 

Sue has agreed to take on more responsibility at the shop and we have enjoyed a 
weekend off already, which was lovely. All who work in the shop are very much 
appreciated and we value their support and hard work so we are really sad that 
Lynn is retiring. She has been a joy to work with and has always found little jobs to 
help us out with. We hope she has a lovely retirement and we thank her for being 
part of our team.   

Lots of you have generously emptied change into the jelly man on the counter.  
Since we have been in the shop you have raised Ã31.88 for Scouts, Ã27.44 
for NSPCC, Ã8.51 + Ã28.44 for Movember, Ã44.26 for Friends of Whimple 
Primary School, Ã19.20 for Children in Need, Ã29.38 for Sport 
Relief and Ã26.25 for Mind in memory of our friend Fiona.   

Easter opening hours:  

Good Friday  9.00am - 11.00am Easter Saturday 8.00am - 1.00pm  

Easter Sunday 9.00am - 11.00am Easter Monday 9.00am - 11.00am 

 



 

12 



 

13 

 

 

 

Whimple Villages in Action presents 

ALAW TRIO 

Sat 18th April in Whimple Victory Hall 

Alaw is Welsh for melody, and 
it is a love of melody that is at 
the heart of this group. The 
band unites the talents of 
three exceptional musicians 
whose subtle interplay is a joy 
to watch. Drawing on a wealth 
of experience, they take their 
audiences on a musical journey 

ς a tune brought back from a tour in Bulgaria or collaboration 
in India ς but at the heart of their set is a passion for the old 
tunes of Wales. From sublime slow airs to dazzling dance 
tunes and storming songs, Alaw promise a performance of 
joyful and life-affirming music. 

Dylan and Oli have performed in Szapora and The Ian 
McMillan Orchestra. Oli and Jamie are well known throughout 
the folk world as the frontline of Jamie Smithôs Mabon. 

ά! ǘƻǇ ōŀƴŘ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƘŜƭƭ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀȅŜǊέ - Mike 
Harding, BBC Radio 2. 
 

Tickets £8 from Whimple Post Office  

or phone 823321 
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Richard William Webber 
1925 - 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Richard was the eldest son of Richard and Florence (nee Hansford) Webber. He was 
born at Brook House above the Butcherõs Shop. Initially, he was educated at 
Whimple County Primary School before transferring to  Allhallows School. He was 
one of the few pupils who were taught at the school in Honiton and the school at 
Rousdon. At 15 years of age he left school to join the family butchery business due 
to the large number of workers enlisting to fight in the Second World War.   

Richard worked in the business learning the trade until 1943 when, at the age of 
eighteen, he joined the Royal Artillery Company. In 1944 he was involved in the D-
day landings, Richard went in on D2. However, he was only in France for a month 
before he was shipped home due to illness. On recovering from his illness, Richard 
was posted to India. The journey to India fascinated Richard so much that he wrote 
a travelogue about his experiences (the History Society has a copy of his letters and 
they make interesting reading). 

After Richard was ôdemobbedõ together with some friends he set up a small dance 
band, called the Victors, which played around the local area. Richard played the 
drums!  

At the same time, Richard re-established his links with St. Maryõs Church. He was a 
member of the Church Choir for many years as well as a bell ringer.   

In 1951, Richard joined the Fortescue Lodge of the Masons in Honiton. He was the 
longest serving member of that Lodge prior to his sad demise. He also joined the 
Special Constabulary and rose to the rank of Inspector.  
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In the summers of the 1960õs Richard could be found at Hand and Pen directing the 
ôlog jamõ of traffic on the old A30, so that the villagers of Whimple could either cross 
the road or join the queue. 

On the 12th April 1952 Richard married Mary Read in St. Maryõs Church Whimple 
to the accompaniment of music from a record player as the new organ was still 
being installed. Mary and Richard lived in Brook House. They had four children 
Richard, Peter, Anthony and Elizabeth (who sadly died from leukaemia at the age of 
seventeen). 

In 1953, Richardõs younger brother, Derek, returned from London with his wife, 
Margaret, to work in the family business. On the death of Richard (senior) the 
company became Webbers of Whimple. The brothers saw the business thrive with a 
new abattoir and pens as well as a fleet of delivery vans.  

Eventually, Richard and Mary moved out of Brook House and lived at Ringstead for 
38 years before finally moving to Bramley Gardens for the last 15 years. 

Richard was a keen sportsman and in his early years played football for Whimple 
before his father stopped him, in case he broke his leg. In later years he supported 
Plymouth Argyle and had a box in which he regularly entertained his friends. 

Richard was an enthusiastic supporter of rural life and rode regularly with The East 
Devon Hunt for many years. He even formed his own skittles team that played in 
the East Devon Hunt Skittles league.  

In later life Richard served on the Parish Council and as consequence became The 
Parish Councilõs representative on the Whimple Recreation Trust on which he 
served for over 20 years. At the same time he joined the fledgling Whimple History 
Society and in 2001, following the untimely death of John Shepherd became 
Chairman for the next ten years. These were memorable years and he oversaw the 
building of the Whimple Heritage Centre. In 2011, he stood down due to failing 
health and was promptly made President of the Society, a post he held until his 
death. 

In conclusion, Richard Webber will be remembered as one of the mainstays of 
Whimple village life throughout his lifetime. He was a village character who was a 
reliable, gentle, generous man with a ready sense of humour. He enjoyed other 
peopleõs company and was always there if anyone needed him. He will be sadly 
missed by the whole village.  

Roger Smith 

 

Mary Webber and family would like to thank all who attended 
Richardõs funeral and for their kind donations and messages of 
sympathy 
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They came, they saw (and almost ran away) and they conquered 
  

On 21st March, brave or foolish, mums and dads from Whimple School took on the 
challenge of 'Rock Solid' at Escot. There was mud (lots of it), tears (mostly of 
laughter) and some amazing team work. We did it in aid of Whimple School and 
raised over Ã1500 which is fantastic so huge thank you to all who supported us.  
If anyone would still like to donate they can do so online:  

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/fowsrock 
 Sam Walker 



 

17 

 

 



 

18 

 

  

 
 

The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL  

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and 
relaxed stay at the Jays.  

Close to Exeter Airport for which 
transfers are available  

Colour TV in all bedrooms  
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.  

Several local Pubs and Restaurants  
within easy reach -(pick up service)  

Bed and full Breakfast menu:  
No smoking.  

Phone: 01404 -823614  
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com   

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

26 Elizabeth Close 
Whimple 
Nr Exeter 
Devon 
EX5 2UT  

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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For a free initial consultation, contact us at 

8 Jesu Street, Ottery St. Mary, EX11 1EU 

Tel: 01404 812555  
Email: advice@ee-osm.co.uk 

Web: www.easterbrooks.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

EAST E RBROO K, 
EATON LTD  
Chartered Accountants-Registered Auditors 
   

Relax!......let us take care of all your Taxation,  

Accountancy and Business affairs. 

 

Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or email  

barryseaforth@gmail.com  

Join us for lunch   

on Saturday 25th April  

and Saturday 30th May  
from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  



 

21 

  

Enjoy fresh home - made 
soups and delicious hot bacon  

 or sausage sandwiches  

cooked and served by your 
friendly SoupõnõSarnie Team 

Whimple Victory Hall  

Join us for lunch   

on Saturday 25th April  

and Saturday 30th May  
from 12.00noon to 1.30pm  

From Peter Bowden 
I am very conscious that we are in a period of political purdah 
which restricts what election candidates can do and say in 
public until after the election. I can, however, report that 
serious discussions are taking place about the threatened 
closure of local hospital beds and the increasing pressures on 
green fields posed by the Local Plan process.  

The future of the quarry application at Straightgate remains a 
concern and the risk of further planning applications for large 
solar farms has not gone away. Nevertheless, Council Tax rates have been set at 
historic low levels, the future of the Post Office is secure and it seems that our pubs 
will also survive. 

All this has been achieved only as a result of your support and involvement in village 
affairs. Thank you  

Peter 
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District Councillor's Report 
 

I have very much enjoyed the experience and the privilege of 
being your District Councillor for the last four years. During this 
time I feel that I have learned an awful lot about both the workings 
of the Council and the role of the District Councillor. In addition, I 
have made a lot of good friends in both Talaton and Whimple and 
had a great deal of fun writing  my blog in your local magazines.  

Two things that are particularly clear in my mind as a result of this experience are 
firstly, that I will be standing for re-election in May as I wish to continue to serve the 
local community and secondly, I have a great deal of sympathy with Megan 
Armstrong's plea for local government not being run on party political lines and 
agendas but by individuals who wish to serve and contribute to their local 
communities (See her letter below). 

Some small items from the Council Site 
Council takes the lead in looking out for dogs. 

A dogged determination to encourage responsible pet ownership has led East 
Devon District Council (EDDC) to publish a canine newspaper entitled ' The Dailey 
Wag'. The paper is a four page broadsheet that publishes heart-warming stories 
about pets, tips to owners on training, puzzles and competitions. A useful little 
publication that, it is hoped, will encourage the responsibility of owners in 
controlling their animals and reducing mess. I wish it success. 

Increase in district electoral roll numbers. 
The new electoral roll system seems to be working very successfully with a good 
increase in the number of registered electors. The numbers have, in addition, been 
increased by a new doorstep canvassing routine which has swollen the electoral 
register by five per cent, ( second highest in England and Wales in terms of 
percentage). The doorstep registerers are calling at every household in EDDC to 
check the accuracy of the information being supplied by post and email and picking 
up voters who have failed to register. Thus, the doorstep registerers service is 
contributing to this highly successful result.  

As an aside on registering to vote I must also comment upon the increasing success 
of the Council's Speed dating sessions with the sixth formers of our local schools. 
These sessions involve District and Town Councillors meeting with and being 
quizzed by sixth formers about the role of the Councillor in the community. These 
meetings allow us to meet the latest generation of voters and also allows them to 
meet Councillors and find out how local government works. Personally, I feel that it 
is extremely important for us old fossils to have this experience of meeting our up 
and coming electorate. 

And now for a wider comment from letters to local papers 

Heritage - Questions about local heritage consultation. 

Consultation Campaigners aiming to protect historic landmarks in the Otter valley 
have defended the project, saying homeowners will be consulted. The Otter Valley 
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Associationõs Local Heritage Asset Project is currently considering a list of around 
300 nominations from the public, which could go on to make the final list and be 
considered by EDDC when deciding on planning applications. 

Exmouth Journal, 5th March, pg24.  

Delays to our Local Plan are ônot inevitable or acceptableõ. 

ôI write to you following your article ôFurther delays to district Local Planõ (February 
17). Contrary to what council bosses say at EDDC, further delays to the East Devon 
Local Plan are not inevitable, nor are they acceptable. The long awaited SHMA 
report, a key ingredient to completing the final version of the Local Plan, must be 
made public as soon as it is available. This must happen at the earliest opportunityõ  

Ben Ingham, Leader of East Devon Alliance  

ôI refer to your article in the Journal of February 12th regarding the East Devon 
Alliance and its intention to be an ôumbrellaõ body for Independent EDDC 
candidates in the May elections. This is a new departure from the usual old 
predictable way of electing representatives in local government, and one which I 
wholeheartedly applaud.  It does not depend on individuals being members of a 
political party, but solely on their commitment to their local communities...õ 

Megan Armstrong, Prospective Independent EDA candidate for EDDC, 158 Exeter 
Road, Exmouth ð Exmouth Journal, 5th March, pg10. 

Cardboard Recycling.             

The good news is that householders in E.D.D.C. could soon be able to recycle 
cardboard waste ð but not until at least March next year. The bad news is that 
EDDCõs recycling service lags behind the rest of Devon ð it is the only one of the 
countyõs eight district authorities that does not already recycle cardboard. The 
current delay in getting this service going is, partially, that a new waste management 
contract is being negotiated at the moment and partially because new vehicles will 
need to be purchased to deal with kerbside cardboard collection - which all takes 
time. This service cannot come soon enough in my opinion.  

Council-tax is not to rise, whilst efficiencies keep vital services running. 

Council tax is not to be increased for the next financial year. This was announced at 
the budget meeting  in full council on the 25th of February 2015. Members were 
informed that a rare increase in government  grant of 2.7 % was allowing this freeze 
to occur for the 5th successive year. E.D.D.C apparently has the lowest council tax 
in Devon and amongst the lowest nationwide. Full details of council tax and budget 
are to be found on line at the website. Front line services continue to be protected 
despite the freeze which, in reality, means a decrease in spending power equivalent 
to the annual rate of inflation. 

The Council wants to hear from anyone who feels that Council tax will impose a 
difficult burden on their household budget. The earlier they talk to someone the 
better as there may be the possibility of a reduction in the amount demanded or the 
date it is to be paid. There is also free and independent help and advice available. 
They are very nice people at the Knowle and they are eager to help. 

Martin Gammell  
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 WHIMPLE CHURCH FETE 

Saturday, 13th June 2015 at 2.30 pm 

±ŜƴǳŜΥ άCŜǊƴŘŀƭŜέΣ  

Hindstrete, Church Road, Whimple 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Plans are being made for our annual Whimple Church Fete which will be held on 
Saturday, 13th June 2015 at 2.30pm. Please make a note of this date in your diary. 

 It would be lovely to see you.   

The Ottery St Mary Silver Band (Brass Class) will be entertaining our guests. There 
will be a large number of stalls including plants, toiletries, cakes, books, bric-a-brac, 
bottles, toys, crafts together with produce and other amusements for all the family. 
We will serve delicious cream teas, ice creams, pop corn and other refreshments 
and there will be a Pimmõs bar. There will also be a raffle.  

At the time of writing our Planning Meeting has yet to be held so we cannot confirm 
all the details for the afternoon. We would be most grateful to receive quality items 
for the Bric-a-Brac stall as well other goodies for any of the stalls mentioned above. 
All donations will be gratefully received. Items can be left at the Church for our 
collection.  

With thanks, 
Mike and Tamara Snell (Co-ordinators) Tel: 822565 

 

Christmas Eve Carols 

The collection for Devon Air Ambulance raised Ã112.92, 
which is more than some recent years.  

Thank you.  Ã112.92 
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The Whimpletons: ROBIN HOOD  
 

The 2015 pantomime was another great success for the Whimpleton Players.  This 
year saw the gallant Robin of Whimple Woods with his band of merry 
Whimpletons pitch their considerable wits against the evil and ruthless Sheriff of 
Cranbrook.  Robin and the Sheriff were rivals for the love of the beautiful Maid 
Marion but luckily with the help or hindrance of his men and especially 
Whalebone the camel (camels being native to a certain part of Whimple Woods). 
Robin finally won the day and the hand of Maid Marion.  As always, the players 
seemed to enjoy themselves as much as the audience. 

I have helped with the front of house for six or seven years and have come to 
appreciate just how much hard work and dedication goes into the production of 
the annual show, both by the actors and those behind the scenes.  The excellent 
script was written for the 2nd year by Neil Walker, who also directed, ably assisted 
by Cathy Bartlett-Horwood.  There were very good performances by all the cast 
who all appeared to be word perfect.  However the accolade has to go to Cathy B
-H who, as Friar Tuck, stole the show - what a talent, she was superb.  As always 
Slack Ma Girdle ably provided the music, Emma Palmer proving just how versatile 
she is. 

Much hard work goes on behind the scenes also - props, costumes, make-up, 
lighting and sound etc.  The bar and kitchen provided welcome refreshments.  
Two people deserve special mention.  Firstly, Sally Wilde, who labours long and 
hard to produce such marvellous scenery which seems to get better each year.  
Secondly Ed Hitchcock who has given up his starring role on the stage to organise 
his unruly front of house crew, which, because of his hard work, seems to run like 
clockwork. 

Congratulations to everyone involved in the production. I am already looking 
forward to next yearõs show. 

Joy Whiteley 

 

Photoõs courtesy of Sue Draycott 


