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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING GOOD       QUAL-
ITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 OPENING HOURS FROM 20th SEPTEMBER 
MONDAYS:   DRINKS ONLY 5-10pm 
TUESDAYS:  DRINKS 5-10pm  WOODFIRED PIZZAS 5-8pm  
    Please book to eat in or take away 
WEDS & THURS: FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5.30-9pm 
    DRINKS 12-2.30pm and 5-11pm 
FRIDAYS:    FOOD 12-2.30pm and 5-9pm 
    DRINKS 9am -11.30pm    
SATURDAYS:   FOOD 10.30am-2.30pm and 5-9pm 
    DRINKS 10.30am - 11.30pm 
SUNDAYS:   FOOD 12-6pm DRINKS 12-10pm 

SPECIALS 
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY! THIRSTY FARMER CENTENARY FLAPPPER 

NIGHT SATURDAY NOVEMBER 20th! 
SATURDAY BRUNCH 10.30 - 2pm 
WHIMPLE SUPPER CLUB - FIRST WEDS OF EACH MONTH: 

   OCT - German  NOV - Game 
STEAK THURSDAY - Choice of 8oz Rump steak or 10oz Gammon 

with a choice of drink* £17.50. Smoked Cauliflower Steak and drink* £15.  
*Pint of Carling/Thatchers/Ale/Pepsi/Lemonade/Med Glass of House Wine 

FRIDAYS: COFFEE MORNING FROM 9am/FISH & CHIPS TAKEAWAY from £5 
   FIZZ FRIDAY - BOTTLE OF PROSECCO ONLY £15 
QUIZ NIGHT  Last Sunday of each month at 7.30pm 
BAND NIGHT Last Friday of each month from 9pm 
   October: Blue Arsed Fly Nov: Eat The Rich 
ACOUSTIC SUNDAYS: 2nd Sunday each month from 4pm  
   October: Dandy Nov: Phil Smyth 
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Welcome to the October editioné 
 

As we head into Autumn, with the dark evenings drawing in, it is usually time to turn 
up the heating and think about hibernating for the winter ð but not so here in 
Whimple. There are signs that our community is stirring as we emerge from 
lockdown. In the pages that follow you will read about some of the events that have 
have drawn us out of isolation and started to bring us back together.  

The cricket club has been busy with training, matches and it held the Ben Moon 
celebration and the very successful 12th Man Festival recently. The Tennis club is 
back in action and inviting new members.  

It was unfortunate that Village Day couldnõt happen again this year but, in 
consolation, the Village Week Team arranged for travelling players to perform ôTuck 
Innõ in the Parish Field to an appreciative crowd - and what a great evening that was.  

More events are being planned for all of us to enjoy. 

The Victory Hall is taking bookings and the Front Row Club have promised to be 
back soon. The Thirsty Farmerõs programme is full and the Village Week Team is 
arranging a Race Night in the Victory Hall in November. The History Society is also 
back in business. After opening for cream teas last month we can look forward to 
apple pressing at the heritage centre and a new series of talks. 

It promises to be a busy Autumn. 

A new pump track has appeared in the Parish Field and is clearly popular with bike 
riders of all ages. Thanks go to the Parish Council and Richard Lawrence, our District 
Councillor. 

Jenny from Whimple Stores reminds us that Christmas is not that far away and the 
first deadline for overseas posting is now only a matter of days away.  

With change in the air, we also note some other important hand-overs that are 
happening. At the end of October the new owners of the shop will take over and 
we thank Jenny and Mark for all they have done to make both the shop and the Post 
Office thrive. We wish them well.  

Maria Wallis has stepped down as chair of the Victory Hall. In her many years at the 
helm Maria has steered the hall through some difficult times and it has emerged 
much stronger and is now being refurbished. Thank you Maria.  

Maria has handed the reins over to Sue Ayres. We wish Sue well. 

Can I remind you that it will soon be time to let me know of any plans you have for 
the Christmas period so that they can appear in the next issue of this magazine. 

I hope you enjoy this magazine and invite you to contribute to our next, Christmas, 
edition by sending your article, and photos, to me at bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk or 
drop it through my door at Albecq, The Green by 12th November please.  

Bob Scanlan 
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PETER SALTER A.I.R.T.E. 

MOBILE MOTOR ENGINEER 

(Member Institute of Road Transport Engineers) 

 

Servicing & M.O.T. Preparation 

Engine Overhauls & Bodywork Welding 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Telephone: Whimple (01404) 823054 
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Whatõs on in Whimple 
 
 

October 

 6th German themed night that the Thirsty Farmer (see page 2). 
10th Acoustic Sunday at the Thirsty Farmer (see page 2). 
22nd Talk by Battery Hamlin, 7.30pm at the Victory Hall (see page 28) 
24th Apple pressing at the Heritage Centre, 11am to 2pm (see page 2) 
29th Whimple and District Gardening Club trip to Kingston Lacy (see page 26) 
29th Band night at the Thirsty Farmer (see page 2) 
31st  Thirsty Farmer Quiz (see page 2) 

November 
 3rd Game themed supper club at the Thirsty Farmer (see page 2) 
 6th  Bonfire and Fireworks at the Cricket Club (see page 33) 
14th Acoustic Sunday at the Thirsty Farmer - Phil Smyth (see page 2) 
19th Race Night at the Victory Hall (see page 44) 
20th Centenary Flapper Night at the Thirsty Farmer (see page 2) 
26th Band night at the Thirsty Farmer - Eat the Rich (see page 2) 
28th Thirsty Farmer quiz (see page 2) 
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Shop 
As we look forward to the Autumn, we have some lovely products in from local 
artists. There are collage cards from the Primary School and some lovely acrylic 
pour cards from a Whimple artist as well as Sueõs great photo cards and Jessõs fun 
earrings. If you are looking for unusual gifts we have some lovely bee revival kits ð 
little keyrings that contain some nectar that can be given to any bees or butterflies 
that you find that are tired and struggling. A great idea for wildlife watchers and 
bee lovers. 

We have been very quiet over the summer period and look forward to welcoming 
you all back soon. The shop has proved itself to be important at times of poor 
weather and crisis and as we often buy directly from local suppliers we have never 
had a problem stocking milk, eggs and bread although sometimes we have 
reduced our stock level due to poor demand only to be caught out by a surge in 
demand when supermarket deliveries are short of these fresh products. The joy of 
our direct connection with suppliers is that we can request extra deliveries that we 
can pick up or are delivered the next day. Working with local suppliers is so 
important in keeping our communities alive. 

The new owners are hoping to take over at the end of October and it would be 
lovely to think that the village will embrace their enthusiasm to keep the shop and 
Post Office as a vital village asset and recognise how amazing it is to have this 
amenity in the village and support the new owners to help keep this business 
viable and alive. 

Post Office 

For those who need to post overseas, you will know that there have been price 
increases for most overseas mailing services. If you are posting for Christmas there 
is always the option of a cheaper surface mail service. It takes longer but parcels to 
Middle and Far East, Hong Kong, Singapore and South Africa should still get there 
if posted before 15th October and to Canada and USA if posted before 1st 
November. This service outside of Europe is often half the price of the standard 
airmail service so it is worth considering.  

Overseas parcels sent with Royal Mail cannot exceed 2kg unless they just contain 
printed paper. Options are available over this weight but it would be with 
Parcelforce and the cost increases significantly. 

All overseas parcels will need to be sent with a customs label. If you are sending 
overseas, please ask us for a customs label so that you can complete it at home. 
Labels should be completed in capital letters and every item you put into the 
parcel should be listed and the correct weight and value detailed. Most countries 
have tightened their customs control so getting the labels correct will save items 
being returned to you and incurring costs in reposting.  
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If you are selling goods abroad, make sure you consider the tax implications as 
there is likely to be an import tax in the recipient country. If you are selling through 
a platform you will need to tell the Post Office which platform so that we can put 
the appropriate stickers on the parcel to avoid a double taxation. Platforms 
acknowledged by Royal Mail are Ebay, Etsy, Not on the High Street and Amazon 
(please remember to identify the domain name so that we know which Amazon 
platform has been used). 

For general services the last posting dates will be available in store soon. Australia 
and NZ should be posted by 6th December, Middle East by 8th, Eastern Europe by 
11th, USA by 13th, Eire by 16th, France by 18th. BFPO mail should be sent by 29th 
November if operational or 6th December if static. 

UK last posting dates are 18th December for 2nd class, 21st for 1st class and 23rd 
for Special Delivery. All last posting dates are the recommended date to post if you 
want it to get there for Christmas. 

As the Post Office will get busier as we run up to Christmas it is more important 
that you bring your parcels in ready for posting. That is labelled correctly (clear 
customer address including the postcode and your sender details (house name/
number and postcode), securely packaged and if you are reusing packaging ð with 
all old postal marks obscured. It is fairer to us and other customers if you have your 
parcels ready to go and we are always happy to give advice before you bring your 
parcels in. 

With returns, if you are sent a QR code only, we have the facility to scan this from 
your phones and print you off a label. If the QR code is part of a label you have 
been given then you need to print that off yourself and bring in the labelled parcel 
which we will scan and issue you with a proof of posting.  

All items need to be weighed. This information is coded into the Royal Mail label 
and helps them move mail around. We always need to know the weight and the 
postcode.  

For other parcels we will always need to know what is being posted so that we can 
ensure it is handled correctly. Alkaline batteries can be posted as long as they are 
in their original packaging ð they cannot be sent if they are loose or installed in a 
product whereas lithium batteries cannot be sent on their own but can be sent if 
with the device they belong to. This catches people out when sending toys at 
Christmas. There are restrictions with perfumes, nail varnishes, spirits and a few 
other items so please ask if you want any advice before buying or wrapping. 

If you are experiencing problems with your mail or are receiving mail for other 
properties, please carry on bringing it into us so that we can send it back to Royal 
Mail to keep them aware of any problems. Our posties are amazing and have 
done a great job during the covid crisis but Royal Mail are keen to maintain their 
standards so notifying them of problems helps them to improve and keeps us all 
happy and confident about the service they provide.  

Jenny and Mark 01404 822316 
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Whimple Parish Council  
 

The Parish Council are excited to announce that work for the Whimple Pump Track 
has been completed in the Parish Field. Cllr Richard Lawrence has been putting 
regular updates on the ôWhimple Whatõs Onõ Facebook page. We hope the Pump 
Track will be enjoyed across all ages in the village.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish Council needs your help and support if you are able to offer any of your 
time to the Whimple Neighbourhood Plan. If you would like to be involved in any 
way and can offer support or expertise please contact our Clerk, Claire Rayner, on 
whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com.  
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 Whimple Victory Hall  

         Photo: Sue Ayres 
 

The Trustees have worked hard during the school summer holidays trimming the 
hedge, tidying the front garden and painting part of the outside of the hall.  

Hall hire  
In line with Government relaxation of all Covid regulations, the Hall has re-opened to 
all regular groups and has actively welcomed new hall hire enquiries and bookings 
from 19th July.  

Additional guidance issued by Devon Communities Together, specifically aimed at 
village halls, advises retention of the following measures to ensure all sectors of the 
community feel comfortable on returning to the hall:  

¶ QR Test & Trace (poster in Hall foyer) and collation of 
attendee details where they were unable to access QR 

¶ Hand sanitiser stations 
¶ Use of face coverings on entry to the hall 
¶ Frequent cleaning of regularly touched surfaces 
¶ Sensible maintenance of social distancing  
¶ Provision of good ventilation 

Please respect and support anyone displaying a more cautious approach than yours.  
 

For hall hire enquiries and further information, please contact Ali Tierney, our 
Booking Secretary, on 01404 822724. 

Whimple Victory Hall - new Chair  
Following our AGM meeting on 6th September, we are very pleased to announce 
Sue Ayres is our new Chair. 

Sue will build on the legacy left by Maria Wallis and formulate a plan for appropriate 
extension and refurbishment to the hall which will make it fit for purpose, reflect 
current needs and safeguard it for the community. We will make further 
announcements as soon as we can. 

If you would like to be involved, please send me a message or contact Sue directly on 
01404 823082. 

Di Wilkins, Secretary 

diana_wilkins@hotmail.com 
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New Fountain Inn Update 

We have submitted our application to the FCA to be registered as a Community 
Body and this has involved several meetings with our Plunkett Foundation 
representative (who has been very helpful), so we are well on our way. 

The group is now preparing our Action and Business Plans, which will formulate 
how we would run the New Fountain Inn if we are successful in our efforts to 
purchase it as a Community Body. We are basing it on the views you gave us in the 
community surveys. 

In terms of the Planning Application, the owner lodged an appeal with EDDC over 
the time taken to make a decision and the application has now been referred to a 
Planning Inspector. The latest notification from the owner/agent can be viewed at: 

https://eastdevon.gov.uk/planning/planning-applications-and-information/view-
planning-applications-enforcements-and-planning-appeals/ 

the reference is 20/2481/FUL 

We would recommend everyone has a read and lodges any comments via email 
to planningwest@eastdevon.gov.uk; it is our understanding that anyone can add 
comments at any time up to the decision. All previous objectors will also be notified 
once the Planning Inspector begins his review and we will let everyone know. It 
would be incredibly powerful if everyone could add more comments to the portal at 
that time (and this may be just a reiteration of previous objections but still powerful). 

As you know we previously raised a small amount of money for running costs and 
we wanted to share with you how this has been allocated.  

Opening/Bal                    0 

Initial capital donations    +£400 

Intro /cake sale             +£365 

2 x Banners                 - £216 

Plunkett Joining Fee           - £310  

Current Bal =                £ 239  

If anyone would like to donate for future running costs ahead of any share option 
please contact the group via email Savewhimplesnewfountaininn@outlook.com and 
we will be in touch ð every little helps as they say. 

We will be running other fundraisers over the next few months with the ultimate 
goal of releasing share options further down the line. 

And finally if you would be interested in joining the core group you would be very 
welcome. 



 

13 



 

14 

 

 

OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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F o l -

  

cider.apples@hotmail.com Courtneys of Whimple 
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Take Ten Questions - Julia Green 
 

Introducing ôTake Ten Questionsõ a new idea for the Whimple News where I will be 
interviewing a local resident to find out a bit about their past, their experiences and 
talents, and what they love about Whimple. 

To start us off, I chatted to Julia Green. A well-known singer, teacher, musical 
director and co-presenter on Box Office Radio.  

Q: So, Julia, how did your regular spot each Saturday afternoon on Box Office Radio 
come about? 

A: Iõd wanted to volunteer for hospital radio 
for ages, since the 1980õs. My dad was in 
hospital and I picked up a volunteer leaflet. 
So, I volunteered for about a year, along with 
Richard, my husband. Weõd go around the 
wards, chat to the patients and collect their 
requests. Then play them live 8-9pm. Without 
a shadow of a doubt, the talking to the 
patients was the best bit. I loved it. 

Box Office Radio, a station purely dedicated 
to music from stage and screen, set up by 
Josh Haywood in his garage at the beginning 
of lockdown, were looking for presenters. We 
applied and it all started from there.  

Q: It must be quite a commitment. Where do you record it? 

A: Itõs an international set up, and not just from Devon. All the presenters broadcast 
from their own homes. Every Friday night we turn our spare bedroom into a studio! I 
do most of the researching which suits my creativity and Richard has a great ôradio 
voiceõ. We are a good partnership. 

Q: Did you come from a musical family? 

A: My Mum was a singer. She joined the local Operatic Society when I was 14 years 
old, and I went with her. Also, I had a special music teacher who discovered my 
voice, then really encouraged me to develop it. 

Q: Did you have a classical training? 

A: Yes I trained at Dartington College of Arts, and I did consider a professional 
career as a singer, but I decided to go into teaching. I felt Iõd rather be a professional 
amateur than an amateur professional. Though, I have often worked semi-
professionally, for example at The Northcott Theatre. 

Q: So, you must have directed many productions. Do you have a favourite one? 

A: Thatõs so difficult. But I do love anything by Stephen Sondheim and Iõve played 
some of his amazing roles. Though if I had to choose one musical, I think it would 
be Blood Brothers. Iõve seen it five or six times and each performance received a 
standing ovation. 



 

17 

Q: What about a favourite character you like to play? 

A: Iõve been really lucky to play several roles, alongside all my teaching and musical 
directing. I love Mrs Lovett from Sweeney Todd, as well as Eliza Doolittle in My Fair 
Lady. 

Q: I know you set up Orchard Harmony Womenõs Choir in Whimple. Is there a 
choir that you have particularly been inspired by, or enjoyed working with? 

A: I do think there is something magical about womenõs voices singing in harmony. 
After retiring from teaching, we took a break & lived in Normandy, France for eight 
months. There was a Ladiesõ Choir run by an expat in the village. I was invited to go 
along, but I thought I might stand out with my classically trained voice. However, 
they were AMAZING singers, led by a brilliant MD. All very disciplined and 
wonderfully trained. You always learn something from taking on new experiences 
and unexpected challenges. 

Q: Talking of new experiences, has radio presenting brought some new challenges 
for you? 

A: Iõve learned that you need to be aware that your listeners like to sing along and 
listen to songs that they know and love. So, it is important to include some popular 
requests such as Rogers and Hammerstein, Cole Porter, or Andrew Lloyd Webber. 
There needs to be a balance of ethnicity within the selection of artists too. I enjoy 
discovering new covers of songs. For example, someone requested The Sound of 
Silence by a heavy metal band, and it was amazing! It is important to have an open 
mind and be on the lookout for new things 

Q: Do you feel connected to listeners through your radio show? 

A: Yes, we often get little messages of appreciation along with requests, especially 
from regular listeners. People that started listening to us during lockdown, have 
stayed listening. Not just locally in Whimple, but from much further afield, which is 
great. 

Q What are your plans for the future, or your next project? 

A: One thing lockdown has taught me is that I have found contentment in my house 
& home. I always used to have to be busy, out & about etc, rather than staying in. 
So, my new philosophy is to let music and musical projects find me. I donõt have the 
need to hunt things down in order to feel fulfilled. I think we have all changed a bit 
over the last eighteen months, and Iõm certainly more laid back. 

But I do have a new projectð Directing Pirates of Penzance in St Maryõs Church, in 
November 2022. Also, our radio show is to be lengthened to two hours, so I have 
plenty to consider. Plus, I have a few W.I. talks lined up where I can sing some of my 
favourite songs. Singing is something I will always love, and I will endeavour to keep 
performing. 

Sarah Thackeray 
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(Like the owner..) 

www.planetsal.co.uk 

info@planetsal.co.uk 
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