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Our new website address is www.whimplenews.uk 

Photo by Sue Draycott 
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The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING  GOOD                                                       
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

tǊƛǾŀǘŜ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊǎǘȅ CŀǊƳŜǊ 
{ƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜŘΣ  
wŀƛƴ ƻǊ {ƘƛƴŜΦ 
bƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ол ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΦΦΦ 

NEW TO THE THIRSTY FARMER !  

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK AGAIN FOR LUNCH 12-2 pm  

AND DINNER 5-10pm MON -THURS  -  OPEN ALL DAY FRIDAY-SUNDAY          

         SPECIAL EVENT IN AUGUST! 

During August we will be participating in the  

Eat Out to Help Out scheme. 

All food and Soft drinks 50% off, maximum of £10 

Available EVERY Monday, Tuesday and  

Wednesday in August. 

      Example, our 12 hour cooked Ribs will be £7.50 /Fish and Chips £6.50  

                          Call us on 01404822287 to book a table   
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Ed the Ed 
 

This edition is officially the ôThank you to Jenny and Markõ edition ð which is why 
they are on our front cover with Harry and Dulcie, and some silly old fool who 
has photo-bombed the event ð my apologies! After all the secret planning and 
distribution, we were delighted to make the presentation to them, on behalf of 
Whimple, on Friday 31st July ð see the article on page 11. This was the best 
thing that I have had to do in Whimple - ever! We felt that we were able to listen 
to the vibes from you, the great villagers, about a form of ôthank youõ to Jenny 
and Mark. Thank you to everyone who donated, and to those who added such 
wonderful messages to their donations, which I know Jenny and Mark really 
appreciated. As a team we tried to deliver our leaflet to as many houses in the 
village as we could reach, and we had a few kind helpers as well. I know that 
some people in the outlying areas didnõt get a leaflet ð but not because we donõt 
love you, but just down to our little legs (see picture on page 11 for little legs!) 

What a great village this is! 

In this edition we offer a rare picture of the empty shop with its new flooring ð 
certainly looks very smart now. Please cross this flooring maintaining an altitude 
of three inches so it can be kept clean and pristine!  

Sally has been rummaging for the history of the shop and has presented some 
interesting information on pages 8-10. Thanks to Gill Smith from the History 
Society for her help with that.  

We have also more information about the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan (see 
pages 28-33) including an update from Protect our Whimple and Rockbeare 
Group. Please read it and submit your opinions. Kathy Mclauchlan has also 
submitted some more information for us (see pages 36-38). This really shows 
how important this planning proposal is and I hope that our opinions are listened 
to. 

We had a great afternoon at the Courtneys ð see pages 42 and 44 ð good to see 
an alternative type of ôget togetherõ for the village. The next entertainment will 
be the open-air cinema ð very creative planning here from the Front Row Club. 
Well done to them! 

Good to hear that the Farmer is doing so well with the Monday - Wednesday 
reduced price dealé and of course we have so many wonderful pubs and 
restaurants around us where we can enjoy even more fine food. Donna and 
Marc continue to come up with wonderful ideas to offer to the village in these 
unusual times ð thank you to them! 

If you would like to contribute to the October/November edition, then please 
send your article to either me or Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk.  

Thank you!!! 

Ed H 
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Note from The News 

THE WHIMPLE NEWS TEAM PRESENTED JENNY, MARK, DUCLIE AND HARRY WITH 
THEIR COLLECTION CHEQUE FOR JUST OVER £3,100  ON THE EVENING OF JULY 
31st. A LITTLE MORE TO FOLLOW FROM LATER DONATIONS. THEY WERE QUITE 
OVERWHELMED! FULL PICS AND DETAILS FURTHER ON IN THIS ISSUE. 

 

Lovely Whimple.  Thank you so much for our very kind, thoughtful and generous 
gift.  We are very touched by your kindness, and the timing is perfect.  We are pretty 
exhausted and we will take the opportunity of time away whilst the floor is being 
installed and also, in the Spring, at Sallyõs lovely cottage in Padstow.    

It has been physically and mentally tiring so some rest time will be much 
appreciated, and made all the more sweet, knowing that it comes with so much love 
and kind thoughts. 

Whilst writing we are preparing for the floor installation.  A little scared at removing 
everything from the shop in a couple of days and getting it back in again.  Not 
worried about the professionals installing the flooring, but nervous about taking 
fittings down and getting them back in.  We will be putting things back slightly 
differently.  Hopefully, this will make the shop a little easier to use whilst social 
distancing is in place but, also, it will allow us to prepare to make the shop and store 
room all part of the same space.   

This will give us a much more practical space to work from and allow us to separate 
off the current store room for use as a commercial unit or residence, depending on 
planning.  Either way, it will help to keep the shop viable financially if we are using 
our space wisely. 

We will continue to keep providing good quality produce, whilst keeping you as 
safe as possible through the coronavirus outbreak.  Our new floor should make it 
easier for us to stay clean and safe.  Ourselves and the staff will do everything we 
can to keep standards high but, if you have any concerns, please let us know. 

From 1st September we hope to be reopening to normal hours.  We just need to 
make a few tweaks to our usual working routines to make this possible.  August for 
us is usually a quiet month, so it feels like there is no need to rush at a complete 
reopening just yet.  A few more weeks will give us some time to sort out 
practicalities and allow us to spend some time on the shop layout, without any 
further closures. 

The Post Office is continuing to be busy.  We offer most services except those that 
require forms such as passports or DVLA.  We are a paperless office so donõt keep 
any forms.  We are always happy to give advice on your posting or banking needs 
so please feel free to pop in or email whimplestores@gmail.com 
Mark and Jenny 
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During the pandemic we are open: 

8.00am - noon Monday to Friday  

and 9.00am - noon on Saturdays and Sundays 

This helps us to stay well stocked so we can 
continue to supply you with essentials.  

We have good stocks of fresh produce, toilet rolls, 
eggs, milk and bread and dried goods. Some fruit 
and veg is noticeably more expensive but we are 
trying to keep the prices low and buy wisely.  

The Post Office last collection will be at 11.30am 
but full services will still be available. 

New Flooring now in! 
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Coleridge Medical Centre has been working hard behind the scenes to 
begin to open our doors safely and appropriately for our patients as we 
cautiously step back into the new 'normal' way of life. We would like to 
thank our patients for their adaptability and stoicism over the lockdown 
when there was such a massive shift in the way we delivered our services. 
The use of video consultation, telephone consultation 
and online consultation has rocketed, limiting exposure for both staff and 
patients, and has largely been well received. Our community teams have 
been working tirelessly to deliver care to our vulnerable, housebound, 
sick, elderly and frail patients, along with sterling support from the 
voluntary sector. 

We have been fortunate in Devon to have had low levels of COVID 19 
and this was in no small part due to people being safe and sensible during 
lockdown. But we shouldnõt be complacent and we must remain vigilant. 
We also recognise that for certain individuals their livelihoods have been 
threatened and their support networks removed. These factors, amongst 
others, have led to a massive surge in mental health issues, which we are 
trying to address.  If you are struggling to cope, feeling low, anxious or 
overwhelmed by your thoughts and feelings, you can contact 
TALKWORKS Devon on 0300 555 3344. They are a free, confidential, 
NHS talking therapy service for people in Devon. 

We will be sending invitations out over the forthcoming months 
for routine health screening, long term condition reviews and our annual 
flu vaccination programme. We intend to keep you safe when you visit us 
and social distancing measures and infection control measures are in 
place. There will be some physical changes you will notice to the layout of 
the practice. We ask that you wear a mask when you come to the surgery. 
These can be homemade and the Government has produced helpful 
guidance for how to make your own face covering at home. 

 If you do need to visit us, there will be plenty of information and 
signposting about how to stay safe and we will make this as efficient as 
possible for you and our staff. We are here to guide and support you if 
you have any queries or concerns. 

Keep safe and stay alert. 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 

 
Monday 26th October 

Remember our website address: 
www.whimplenews.uk 

gkbatten@btinternet or 01404 823317 
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A brief history of Whimple Stores - with huge thanks to  

Gillian Smith for digging out some files from the  

Heritage Centre 

Firstly, my sincere apologies for any glaring omissions or mistakes 
in this article. I have only lived in Whimple since 2004 so have 
had to rely on the info I could collate. Please feel free to send us 
any additional articles for future publication - we always welcome 
any local stories and pics. 

Snippets from the Heritage Centre files: 

There were two Bakeries in The Square at one point - J. Grant's 
(where The Pea now is) and Read's Stores, on the current 
Whimple Stores site. Grantõs seemed to be more of a general 
food store, too. There are some amazing receipts from this shop 
in the Heritage Centre files, dating back to 1915, when 5 fruit 
cakes cost 7s/6p. 
In 1979 Grant's was an Antique Shop and, later, a Toy Museum, 
then a Gallery. In 2000, it became a private dwelling and B&B, 
The Jays. 

 

Meanwhile, Read's looks to have become Powleslands Stores and 
Steam Bakery from the 30's to the late 50's. There is a receipt in 
the files for the paper deliveries (including the Radio Times) to 
Mr Whiteway, in January of that year, totalling £6 19s 6p. 
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A Mr E. Pettipierre appeared to take it over at some point and 
donated the Account Books he found to the Heritage Centre, 
dating back to 1936. 

By the 70's, it seemed to belong to Anthony and Monica Smith, 
then Clive and Ruth Bennett by the end of that decade. 

The licence was transferred again in 1981 to Alexander and Betty 
Scanes-Johnson, still in the same premises. In 1984 they advertised 
the hire of a Rolls Royce as an additional service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, in 1985, the licence for Whimple Stores was again 
transferred, this time to Fred and Pat Fowle, who moved down 
from Enfield. They had added video hire to their list of products by 
1989....teabags were listed at 62p (decimal now) in April 1990.  
 

 
Continued.... 
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The business changed hands again in 
2000, when Fred and Pat retired and 
handed the business over to their son, 
Graham, and his wife Karen. Graham had 
previously been running a store on the 
New Inn (now Hive) site.  

Graham also arranged an annual firework 
display at the Cricket Club, which was the 
first social event I attended as a 'blow-in' in 
November 2004. It was a great night. 
 

Graham and Karen temporarily closed the business in 2008 
and there was a lot of concern about this in Whimple, with a 
community shop being considered. However, they reopened 
and ran the Stores until 2014, when our current owners, Jenny 
and Mark Sanders took over. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What a long history the shop has had - over 100 years now. 
Jenny and Mark have been great custodians in their years 

behind the counter, even taking on the Post Office when our 
village one was sold as a private home. 

The difficult and, let's face it, scary, times we are experiencing 
at the moment have been made so much easier for our village 

by the dedication and help provided by the whole Sanders 
family (and team, before lockdown). They have been amazing 
and deserve every minute of the lovely break they will have, 

courtesy of wonderful, generous, grateful Whimple. 

Sal 

   Whimple Stores history cont... 
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From Jenny: ñIt is a bit overwhelming that people have been so kind and 
generous. 
We knew people were grateful and that was enough for us. We had lots of cards 
and lots of gifts during lockdown, all of which were really lovely to receive and 
helped to keep us going. It has been hard.  At the start we were as scared as 
everyone else but we were grateful that we had the option to keep our business 
running, which wasn't the same for everyone.  It feels wrong for us to be given so 
much when so many other people haven't had the security we have had and so 
many others have been working hard as key workers also. Having said that, we 
are really touched by the kindness, and so grateful for such lovely thoughts. By 
the time this goes to print, we will have taken a night in The Burgh Island Hotel - 
a massive treat which definitely will  help us to relax and we will raise a glass to 
Whimple for giving to us something that we have always wanted to do. Our 
longer break in Spring will be something to look forward to and, if all who donated 
wanted us to know we are loved and appreciated, then we feel that and are very, 
very grateful for it.  It still makes me feel teary thinking about how lovely people 
have been. We are both very moved by this. Thank you all so muchò. 

PRESENTING THE DONATION 
CHEQUE 

Photography by Sue Draycott 

Friday 31st July 2020 

Ed did the honours and 
handed over the amazing 
cheque, along with many 

cards, messages, notes and 
emails which came to us 
along with the donations 
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Hats and Fascinators 

¶ Bridal headwear and tiaras 

¶ Mother of bride/groom 

¶ Match your outfit/theme 

¶ Menôs buttonholes 

¶ Unique fascinators for 
themed events 

¶ Retrim a hat you already own 

¶ Felt hats for winter 

¶ Caps and berets 

Hilary Nowill 

The Pea, The Square,  Whimple  

822581 

¶ Topping  

¶ Harrowing 

¶ Rolling 

¶ Hedge-cutting 

¶ Spraying - weed control 

¶ Soil sampling 

¶ Lime spreading 

¶ Fencing, field shelters, stables. 

¶ Fully insured and qualified 

  

www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk 

JONTY CORBIN 

01404 812139 

07512678976 

{h¦¢I ²9{¢ 
t!55h/Y /!w9 

http://www.southwestpaddockcare.co.uk
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(Like the owner..) 

www.planetsal.co.uk 

info@planetsal.co.uk 
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Village Week Update 
 

So, Saturday 11th July 2020 dawned with a stunningly clear blue 
sky and all looked set fair for the perfect day ð but unfortunately it 
happened without any of the events we had planned for Village 
Day.  No Fun Run, no Dan the Hat, no Egg Catching, no Dog 
Show, Pony Hoppers, bouncy castles, stalls, raffle, tea or bar and 
more. Of course, we also lost all the events that should have  
happened throughout the week such as Race Night (thatõs new!), 
the Treasure Hunt, Quiz and a variety of other sporting and 
heritage opportunities.  For the first time since its revival 20 years 
ago, Village Week had to be cancelled to keep everyone safe; a 
disappointing but very necessary consequence of the pandemic. 

However, the committee is now looking to the future and 
beginning tentative preparations for next year with the optimistic 
expectation that Village Week 2021 will be able to go ahead. 
Weõll be planning to put on all the old favourites with one or two 
surprises ð nod to Race Night again. 

As always, we would welcome new members to the committee. 
We meet about one evening a month from October, traditionally 
in the pub but weõll have to take a bearing on that nearer the day. 
Sadly, Heather Pye our Fun Run organiser has to step down for the 
time being due to other commitments, so if anyone feels they 
would be able to take on that particular role we would be 
delighted to hear from you. Heather is very happy to explain how 
it all works ð in an appropriately distanced sort of a way. 

The intention is that Village Week next year will begin on 4th July 
with Village Day itself being Saturday 10th July.  We all need 
something to look forward to so block out the date in your diary 
now ð frankly, if we canõt go ahead because of Covid19, then you 
are unlikely to be doing anything else on the day! 

Anyone who would like to join us, would just like a chat about 
what we do or ideas they have, please give me a call on 371433 or 
email walmsley_louise@yahoo.co.uk. 

Louise Walmsley 
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The Changing Face of Village Day 
 

As soon as Village Day is over, the Village Week Team begins planning for the 
following year. This has to be done right away as entertainment, bouncy castles, 
marquees, portaloos and many other things need to be booked well in advance.  

Whoever would have foreseen this yearõs Village Week having to be completely 
cancelled? It was specially disappointing for Louise and her team who had already 
worked so hard with preparations. Much of the their work had already been done. 

 

Over the years Village Day has 
had to adapt to changing 
circumstances.  

It has been held in various 
locations including The Square 
to the Thirsty Farmer and the 
Parish Field. 

 
 

In 2012 Village Day in July was a complete wash-out. 
Continuous rain turned the Parish Field into a 
quagmire.  

Luckily, the gods of the weather were kind to us later 
in the year and the re-arranged Village Day in 
September was a success. 

 
 

As if to prove how variable the weather can be, the next 
yearõs Village Day was on one of the hottest days on record. 
Special care was needed to keep everyone safe and well 
hydrated 

Bar sales also reached a record that year! 

 
So, letõs look forward to Village Week 2021 in the Parish Field and hope for perfect 
weather on 10th July.                    Bob Scanlan 

 

Egg Catching at The 
Thirsty Farmer 2014 

Village Day in The  
Square 2010 

Flooding near the Parish Field 
2012 

In the 
Parish Field 

2013 

Pony Hoppers in the Parish Field 2019 
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What a wonderful afternoon the Front Row Club 
arranged for us at the Outdoor Cinema in the Parish 
Field. 

Sunshine, ice cream and two great films - perfect! 

Thank you Rob, Richard, Gail and the rest of the team.  
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Our Heartfelt Thank You to the Whimple Community 
From Thelma Aiton and Family 

 

Although our hearts may be heavy as we grieve for John, the warmth and 
incredible amount of support which we have received from so many people 
in this wonderful village has truly made this difficult time a whole lot easier. 
Although John was housebound for a long period of time and exasperated 
with being confined, there was never a dull moment in our house during that 
stage. His many friends all took the time to come by and visit him. Their 
company brought some respite and relief from the frustrations and instilled 
some normality again. So many people were on hand to offer assistance with 
various jobs which John would typically have carried out and this was a huge 
help to me and a relief to us both. 
John wrote a short message to the village which was read out at his funeral 
and reads as follows: òI have to leave a big thank you to Whimple and its 
residents, particularly those I had the honour to call friends. The village has all 
the foibles of most villages but its community spirit is a constant winner!ó 
There genuinely are too many people to mention in this message but each 
and every kind-hearted gesture and act of good will has played its part in 
easing some of the burden along the way. 
That being said, there are two very special people who I would like mention 
and to say a huge thank you to, from myself, my family and from John too. 
Chris and Kathy next door have been an incredible tower of strength and 
support for both John and I throughout the darkest of times and we truly can 
not thank them both enough for all that they have done and are still doing by 
just being there for me in my time of need.  
Simply knowing that there are so many good people taking the time to help 
me through this grieving process, was a relief for John and continues to be a 
relief for my family members who arenõt able to just call in on me. So, to all of 
you compassionate and generous friends, weõd like to say a huge òTHANK 
YOUó for being here for us.  

John will be much missed. 

Whimple News Team 
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Hair today, gone tomorrow 

fundraising haircut, 20th June 2020 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who supported my 
fundraising haircut on 20th June, both through 
donations and by encourgaing me (and first time 
hairdresser Steve) on the day!  As I have had long hair 
for most of my life, and had recently let it grow down 
to my waist, it was quite a big thing for me to cut it all 
off, but it really has been worthwhile.  With your help, I 
raised over £1000 for ShelterBox, which is an amazing 
amount and will fund at least one Shelterbox (which on 
average cost Ã590).  And thatõs not all. My half metre of 
(mainly) brown hair has also gone to a good cause and 
is now in the possession of the Little Princess Trust, who will use it (along with up to 
nine other hair donations) to make a real hair wig that they will give to a young 
person who has lost their hair. 

I wanted to raise funds for ShelterBox as they do amazing work to support the most 
vulnerable people in practical ways ð providing tents as well as tools, tarpaulins and 
other equipment that enable people to build or rebuild durable 
shelters. ShelterBox also provides other aid items such as mosquito nets, water 
filters, water carriers, solar lights, cooking sets, blankets and mats.  Through my 
work in international development and specifically, weather and climate services, I 
know only too well that natural disasters are not waiting for the pandemic to be 
over.  In May, people in Eastern India and Bangladesh were trying to rebuild their 
lives in the aftermath of Cyclone Amphan.   

At the same time, in East Africa, where I have been working since 2014, 
communities in Kenya were trying to salvage crops damaged in floods whilst also 
fighting to control the countryõs worst invasion of locusts for more than 70 years.  
Meanwhile, in the informal settlements (slums) of Kibera in Nairobi and Kigogo in 
Dar es Salaam, the residents that I have been working with live in overcrowded, 
make-shift buildings with no electricity, running water or toilets.  Sadly, for many 
communities, COVID-19 is the least of their worries as they struggle to find food, 
safe water and shelter.  ShelterBox is meeting their most basic needs, 
providing emergency shelter to families who have lost their home to disaster, 
enabling them to rebuild their lives.  Thank you for helping me to raise urgently 
needed funds for this fantastic charity. 

Becky Venton 

Beckyõs fundraising page is still open if you would like to donate at: 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/becky-venton 
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www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 

Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 
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Masonry & Conservation 

Specialists 
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Window Cleaner 
High reach hot water system 

Frames and doors all in 

Gutters/Fascias Cleaned 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For that personal service 

Sean Harris  
814963 

07737 419077 


