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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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OUR OPENING AND SERVING TIMES: 
Monday -Friday 12 ð9 for food. Closing at 11.30pm,  

On Saturdays Breakfast is served 10 -12noon and  

food is served until 9pm. Closing at 11.30pm  

On Sundays food is served 12.00noon -8.00pm. Closing at 10.30pm  
 

 
 

   

The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

 

MUSIC DATES 

Sunday 23rd February: Kiss This 9.00pm 

Friday 28th February: Eventine 9.00pm 

Friday 29th March: Liberty Sisters 4.00 - 6.00pm 

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING  GOOD                                                       
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 

 

JOIN US FOR OUR QUIZ EVERY OTHER SUNDAY AT 8pm 
ENTRY MONEY GOES TO LOCAL CAUSES 



 

4 

 

 

OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

07939 879305  
01404 823258  

 (Whimple)  

Geoff  

Delves  

Roofing  

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  
 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 
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Whatõs On In Whimple  
February 
 

  8th Church Breakfast and talk, Victory Hall 8.30 
  8th Front Row Club, Victory Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm ð Details on posters and online 
  8th Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, St Maryõs Church -2.30pm 

and 7.30pm 
11th WI Monthly Meeting at Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm ð Speaker is Paula Steer 

ôBeing a shepherdõ 
20th The Whimpletons present Cinder Fella 7.30pm details page 9 
21st The Whimpletons present Cinder Fella 7.30pm 
22nd The Whimpletons present Cinder Fella  Matinee 2.00pm 
22nd The Whimpletons present Cinder Fella 7.30pm 
28th  History Society Talk, Victory Hall 7.00pm - Speaker John Smith onôThe  Battle 

of Britain over Devonõ 
29th SoupõnSarnie lunch, Victory Hall 12.00noon ð 1.30pm. A special event to 

raise funds for the Victory Hall 
 

March 
 

  1st VPA trip to Forde Abbey near Chard ð details page 46. Pick up in The Square 
9.15am 

  7th Front Row Club, Victory Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm. Details on posters and online 
  8th Talk at the Victory Hall ð Hilary Nowill and her African adventures on a car 

rally to Dakar this year. 
10th WI Monthly Meeting at Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm ð Open meeting 

Speaker Louise Walmsley on ôThe origins of Whimpleõ 
13th VPA Talk ð 7.30pm Victory Hall ð Brian Carlson on ôAll aspects of fuchsiasõ 
21st Church spring clean 9.30am 
24th History Society AGM , Victory Hall 7.00pm; Talk to follow TBA 
28th SoupõnSarnie lunch, Victory Hall 12.00noon ð 1.30pm 
 

April 
 

  4th Over 60s Coffee Morning in the Victory Hall. A special event to raise funds for 
the Hall 

11th Front Row Club, Victory Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm ð Details on posters and online 
14th WI Monthly Meeting at Victory Hall, 7.00 for 7.30pm ð Speaker Dr Peter 

Marsden on ôLife as a police surgeonõ 
25th SoupõnSarnie lunch, Victory Hall 12.00noon ð 1.30pm 
 

May 
 

  2nd VPA trip to Coleton Fishacre  
  8th Victory Hall ð Victory in Europe ð World War 2 themed event ð details pages  
 20 and 21 
  9th Front Row Club, Victory Hall 7.00 for 7.30pm ð Details on posters and online 
17th VPA Annual Spring Plant Sale and Coffee Morning, Victory Hall 10.00am -

12.00noon - details page 46. 
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Ed the Ed 
 

Our cover picture and page 15 of this illustrious magazine show scenes from the 
2020 Wassail ð thanks to Sue Ayres for the photos. It was good to see so many 
people coming out to support this wonderful and very ôstrangeõ event in our village 
calendar. I always challenge anyone joining us for the first time to try and describe 
what goes on, to their relatives and friends without being looked at askance (good 
word)! 

I would like to thank our splendid team of deliverers who battle through all weathers 
to get this magazine to the village. You will see on page 37 that we are looking for 
someone to pick up one of our more ôfar-flungõ delivery rounds covering the 
Cobden Lane area ð but only to 13 dwellings. If you can help, Cathy Sharkey 
(822939) would love to hear from you. Thanks to Hugh Roberts for his sterling work 
over the past few years with this round. 

Whilst in a òThank youó mode, I would like to pay tribute to the hard working 
committee of this great magazine for all their efforts in producing this valuable 
resource for our wonderful village. 

Pages 32 and 33 show details of a wonderful opportunity for creativity and fun from 
Hilary Nowill. It sounds very well organised and will be a chance for like-minded 
souls to meet up and have a great time.  

I am really looking forward to Hilaryõs talk in the Victory Hall on Sunday 8th March 
about taking a convoy of cars to Africa, and all the adventures connected with that. 
We are very lucky to have such an enthusiastic and creative person in our village ð 
and of course husband Julian who is the organiser of this African rally that has been 
so brilliant for supporting various charities.  

We have published photos of the WI pantomime on page 51 and it would appear 
that they have challenged the very fabric of our society by having ladies dressed as 
men, on the stage of the Victory Hall. I apologise to our readers for such disregard 
to our sensitivities ð you would never find a pantomime group copying that!  

And as for admitting to some ôforgetting of linesõ - again, you will not see that in any 
other pantomime in the village....er...um...er. By the time this magazine is distributed, 
the Whimpletons will have assaulted the eyes and ears of the village with Cinder 
Fella. Support groups will be available after that dramatic fiasco. See you on the 
other side! 

If you would like to contribute to this great periodical, then please direct your 
articles to either me or Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk by 10th March ð thank 
you! 

EdH 
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 
Join us for 

SoupõnõSarnie Lunch 
 

12.00noon to 1.30pm on 
 

Saturday 29th February 
and Saturday 28th March 
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District Councillorõs report 
 

Dear Residents of Whimple I am now into my 8th month of being 
your councillor and l must say that there continues to be high and 
low points in equal measure.  

l am still learning so much from the hard-working officers at East 
Devon District Council, they are very patient and kind. The hardest 
part of this job for me are the very long committee meetings which 
can sometimes mean eight hours of sitting, l find sitting still for five 
minutes a challenge. 

It may be timely to remind the students waiting in The Square each weekday 
morning for the coach to Clyst Vale, that they are ôqueuingõ along the church wall 
and putting themselves in potential danger from passing cars, especially in icy 
conditions. It would be less dangerous if they could wait closer to the church steps 
please. Could parents remind their children to keep them safe. Thanks! 

I think that the climate emergency we are facing has focused the minds of many and 
the recycling efforts by all East Devon residents over the Christmas period are to be 
applauded as you will see the article on the page opposite. l think we should be 
proud of our efforts and keep up the good work. Also can I remind you to get in 
touch if l can help in any way. My contact details are below. 

Happy New Year. 

Kathy 
 

Cllr. Kathy Mclauchlan  
Whimple and Rockbeare Ward  
Email: Kmclauchlan@eastdevon.gov.uk  
Tel: 07811 138177 

 

Did you know that in 2019  

Whimple Victory Hall  

took 1655 bookings  

had 5222 hours of regular activities 

had 23 regular user groups 

and that  

90% of bookings were for clubs, 

health & well being activities and 

community events? 
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East Devon residents recycle a whopping 
1,200 tonnes of recycling and food waste in 12 

days over Christmas and the New Year 
 

The best town in East Devon for recycling was 
Cranbrook, with Exmouth following close behind 

East Devon residents have been recycling huge amounts 
over the Christmas and New Year period. 

Across the district, residents have put out a total of 
almost 1,200 tonnes of recycling and food waste 
between 27th December and 7th January for our crews 
to collect. 

This is the peak time of year for our crews who have had to work long hours 
to collect all this material. But it means we have recovered valuable 
resources which will be used to manufacture new products, generate energy 
or make fertilisers for the South Westõs farms, helping our environment and 
our economy. 

The league leader for recycling was Cranbrook with the residents of our new 
town and surrounding areas recycling a whopping 180 tonnes on a single 
day on 30 December. 

Close behind was Exmouth with the residents of our biggest town recycling a 
total of 300 tonnes on the two collections days of 28 December and 4 
January. 

During December, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
issued the national recycling statistics and East Devon is now 15th in the 
league table of more than 300 English local authorities with a recycling rate 
of 59% in 2018/2019.  

Even better than this is that East Devon is now number one in the league 
table for the least amount of refuse thrown away by each household. 

Before the holiday period East Devon launched its new Alexa 
recycling skillé..õAsk East Devon District Councilõ. Already more 
than 600 residents are choosing to use this new means of 
checking their recycling, refuse and green waste collections and 
using it to get information on recycling in East Devon. 

Alexa 
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darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds,  

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 
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WASSAIL 2020 
 

We had a great crowd come on the Wassail when we set out on Friday 17th 
January from the New Fountain ð I estimated some 150 good people joined us in 
the annual tour of the village and the orchards. I believe that we had a number of 
ônewõ Wassailers joining the existing stalwarts ð I know that a few people in the 
shop commented on my Wassail tee shirt during the week ð comments from both 
new and ôoldõ villagers, some of whom had not shared the fun in the past! It was 
great to have Jim Causley supporting us, as he does every year ð and he brings a 
band that walks round with us and also provides the music up at the cricket club. It 
was a dry night ð thank goodness after a week of wet! But the orchards were a little 
soggy underfoot and wellies were the footwear of choice that night. It was also a 
little cold on our walk round. The next morning gave us the proof of some white 
roofs!! Thank goodness for the raging bonfires created by the village pyromaniac, 
Ray Horn, in the Woodhayes and Chardõs orchards. 

Thanks to Paddy at the Fountain for opening early, Margaret Burrough for 
supplying the Wassail Cup, the Wassail Royalty in the shape of Freya Bayley and 
Katie Parker, who did a wonderful job for us (especially Katie who stepped in that 
day to cover for sickness, so well done to her!), the stewards, the Gun Crew and 
the team up at the cricket club doing splendid work with supplying bread, pasties 
and homity pies, apple cake, soup and liquid refreshments at the bar...and with 
local cider from Courtneys! 

We did our usual route, and stopped off at The Square to remember John 
Shepherd, the founding Secretary/Chair of the early History Society and to 
remember Brian Spry who passed away in mid December ð he was a long term 
supporter of the Whimple Wassail, and was a cider maker in his own right.  

I am sure that the 2020 harvest will be a great success thanks to our efforts! 

Ed H 
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Photos by Sue Ayres 
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(Like the owner..) 

www.planetsal.co.uk 

info@planetsal.co.uk 
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Feeding the Chiefs by Paul Parnell 
 

At the Jack in the Green weõve met some great people over 
the last 27 years; many customers have become good friends 
- suppliers and journalists too. Then of course thereõs the 
pubõs very close and long-standing relationship with Exeter 
Chiefs Rugby Club and their ravenous players - the 2017 
Premiership Champions take some filling up! 

Weõve been sponsoring ôMan of the 
Matchõ at Sandy Park since 2004 and 
itõs a privilege to be part of the 
extended Chiefs family. Matthew has 
taught several of the players how to 
cook as they mull over their post-
playing careers and often shares a stage 
with them at food festivals and county 
shows. From meticulous preparation to 

all the concealed graft, the attention to detail and teamwork, 
there are a number of strong parallels between the Jack and 
the club, dating back to the very early years. òContinually 
striving to improveó could easily be a motto for both 
establishments. 

We currently sponsor Scotland International Sam Skinner and 
before that it was James Hanks. Our guests love seeing the 
players in the restaurant and, like us, theyõre amazed at what they pack away. A 
typical ôfeedõ usually starts with a Scotch egg appetiser, then a chicken liver parfait 
starter, quickly followed by a specially cut 20oz ôBig Boyõ rib eye with a sticky toffee 
pudding to finish things off! 

In the words of Tony Rowe OBE: òEvents at the Jack are always spot on. Weõve had 
end of season dinners here, charity fundraisers, private parties, testimonialsé you 
name it. Paul and his team know what it takes to provide first class hospitality.ó  

www.jackinthegreen.uk.com  

Chiefs in the kitchen 

Matt with Jack Nowell 

Paul and Matt with Sam Skinner (centre) 
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Protect our Whimple  

& Rockbeare Group  

  

www.powr.live                   Email:- 
contact@powr.live 

Itõs been a busy time; Christmas, with parties, friends and relations, shopping, carol 
concerts and festive fun. Then quickly comes the New Year, the new decade, then 
comes twelfth night ð clear away the old and look forward to the new. 

Life goes on ð members of POW&R Group, have been finalising their submissions 
to the Government Inspector on the latest Cranbrook Master Plan. The deadline 
was the 8th January 2020 for the matters, issues and questions for the examination 
stage. 

Clearly, this is a significant moment to our village. The Cobden development is 
proposed to be in our parish and the Grange Development closer to the Hand and 
Pen and the border of the Parish. In our documents we are advocating that the 
Cranbrook Plan does not conform to the National Planning Policy Framework and 
the East Devon Local Plan. In some cases it goes against the well-meaning aims of 
the proposed Clyst Valley Regional Park, which comes right up to Church Road. 
You may not know much about this park, because it has had very little publicity 
and I was unable to trace any reference to it in the Cranbrook Plan. 

In 2020 the POW&R Group are now beginning to work with the Parish Council, as 
in many cases we have the same views about Cranbrook. Like a lot of things, aims 
and objectives can be achieved in different ways. The year has started, now the 
Parish Council, your elected representatives must get our Neighbourhood Plan 
started, completed, finished, signed and sealed by the 31st December 2020. 

The POW&R Group wishes all villagers a Happy New Year. 

Alan Lascelles 

Press and Publicity, POW&R Group 

 
 

A huge òTHANK YOUó to everyone who supported 
the coffee morning and cake stall in December 
raising funds in aid of the Childrenõs Society.  

We are delighted to inform you we have been able 
to forward £615.00 to the Society. 

Emma, Hannah and Jane 
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A Date for your diary! 

8th May 1945 
But that was 75 years ago! 

 

Of course, that was VE day, the day that meant an end to nearly six years of 
war that had cost the lives of millions. When fighting with Germany came 
to an end, it was the beginning of the end of the conflict and cause for 
great celebration, albeit also a time for reflection. 
 

Friday 8th May 2020 
 

marks the 75th anniversary of that great day which we too will 
commemorate. So be sure put the date in your diary and come and join in 
as Whimple celebrates the: 
 

75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE 75) 
 
 

The event will be held at Whimple Village Hall from 2.00pm to 5.00pm. 

Entry will be FREE. 
There will be original WW2 army vehicles and WW2 memorabilia, 
including original cinema graphic footage and music. 
Children can try on costumes of the era (tin hats, uniform hats and jackets) 
courtesy of South West Heritage Trust. Have your photograph taken! 
Everyone is encouraged to dress in the style of the 1940õs. 
A family event for every age ð free refreshments tea/coffee.  
Try an authentic spam or jam sandwich as served in the 1940õs.  
There will be live music ð sing along with the war time favourites and a tea 
dance ð give it a go. 
There will also be a Pay Bar and a BBQ. 
 

If you can think of anything else to mark the day, let us know. 
 
Maria Wallis 823992 or Karen Hall-Williams. 
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This year the May bank holiday has been moved back by four days for the 
whole of the UK to coincide with the 75th anniversary of VE Day. 

Sir Andrew Gregory, chief executive 
of SSAFA, the Armed Forces charity, 
said "It is our duty to keep the events 
of the past alive in collective 
m e m o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  f u t u r e 
generations - this is how we ensure 
that such a conflict never happens 
again". 

"It is our hope that the nation takes a 
moment to ref lect on the 
significance of this date, as a 
milestone that changed the course of 
history for the whole world," he 
added. 

Exeter, like many other cities, towns 
and villages throughout the UK, is 
joining in with its own street party on 
Cathedral Green 

 

The May Day bank holiday has been 
moved once before. It was changed 
from1st May to 8th May in 1995 to 
mark the 50th anniversary of VE Day.  


