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OPENING AND SERVING TIMES: 

DUE TO THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF THE PUB DURING 
THIS DIFFICULT TIME FOR US ALL, DONNA AND MARC  

ARE SORRY TO HAVE HAD 

TO SUSPEND THEIR TAKEAWAY SERVICE, TOO. 

THEY HAVE OFFERED THEIR HELP TO THE VILLAGE 
VOLUNTEER GROUP AND WILL HELP EVERYONE AS MUCH 

AS THEY CAN.  

PLEASE FOLLOW THEIR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR UPDATES. 

 

 

 

MEANWHILE, TO CHEER US ALL UP, THEY HAVE ASKED  

FOR ôRAINBOW ARTõ TO BE SUBMITTED, IF SAFE TO DO SO, 
THROUGH THEIR LETTERBOX, TO BRIGHTEN UP THE PUB 

WINDOWS. ALL AGES WELCOME TO PARTICIPATE. 

 

The Thirsty 
Farmer  

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287 
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

A FRIENDLY PUB, SERVING  GOOD                                                       
QUALITY, LOCAL PRODUCE. 
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Please stay at home and follow national guidance and advice that can be 
found via the links on our web site, national newspapers, TV, radio and 
social media.  

We are turning people on foot away from our premises unless the visit 
here has been pre-arranged with us over the telephone. We know our 
phone lines are busy, we have additional lines in place and at present the 
staff to man them. Use e-consult as an alternative if you need help with a 
medical problem. 

A new booking system is now in place - please only phone on the day 
you need help. You will not be able to book in advance without speaking 
to a clinician first.  

From now on Whimple surgery will be closed to the public.  

Our plan is to maintain access to doctors and nurses to help those who 
are medically unwell. We can only do this by putting measures in place to 
keep you and all the staff here as safe as possible.  

An important message from  
Coleridge Medical Centre 

 

Not on Facebook? 
 

ôWhimple Whatõs Onõ is a very useful resource for keeping up to date with 
matters that effect our village. It is likely to become even more useful in the days, 
weeks and months ahead. 

It is understandable that some people do not like, or want, to sign up to 
Facebook. However you donõt need to. Simply google ôWhimple Whatõs Onõ 
and letõs all stay in touch. 

Bob Scanlan 
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
jason.odell1@virgin.net 

07974 818833  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

07939 879305  
01404 823258  

 (Whimple)  

Geoff  

Delves  

Roofing  

YOUR FRIENDLY, LOCAL ROOFER,  

WITH OVER 30 YEARS IN THE TRADE 

PLEASE CALL ME IF YOU WOULD LIKE  

A QUOTE FOR ANYTHING FROM  

REPAIRS, FLAT ROOFING AND  

TILE REPLACEMENTS, TO A FULL ROOF  

INSTALLATION OR SLATE WALL  

CLADDING.  
 

jasonodell.plumbing@gmail.com 



 

5 

Whatõs On In Whimple  

With the restrictions on social gatherings in force, and to ensure the safety 
of those children still attending the school, the Victory Hall will be closed for 
all other purposes until it is deemed safe again. 
 

This means that the following events advertised elsewhere in this magazine 
have been cancelled - or postponed: 

Front Row Club, WI Meetings, Soupõn Sarnies 

History Society and VPA Meetings,  

The Annual Spring Plant Sale and Coffee Morning 

The Big Quiz for Hospiscare, Table Tennis Club 

CommunityTheatre4All events - ô4 Quartetsõ,  Bach Pilgrimageõ and 
YCTFA 
 

The Church Fete in June as been cancelled - maybe to be rearranged later. 
 

The position for all other events and services advertised is our 
understanding when this edition went to print. 
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Ed the Ed 
 

This edition of the Whimple News is testament to the stamina and positive attitudes 
of both Bob and Sally in putting it together in an ever-changing world ð one that we 
have never met before in all the years of this magazine -  and I want to say ôThank 
you and well doneõ to them for completing such a challenging task. ôWhatõs on in 
Whimpleõ is a blank sheet of paper so very easy to read this time! It is very sad to 
realise that all the well-planned meetings and events that would normally be so well 
attended in this great village of ours, are now destined to be cancelled or 
rescheduled for happier times.  

It has been heart-warming to see how the village has pulled together in these unique 
times ð times that none of us have experienced before; we had  a tremendous team 
effort in creating the village contact list ð both in the work to start it, and then to 
ensure all the village is covered with a blanket of help. People keep saying how they 
love this village and how it has coped with all these new demands that the 
coronavirus has put on us all. I would just add my favourite mantra which is only too 
true in these strange times ð ôAsk not what your village can do for you, but what you 
can do for your villageõ and we have seen that in great quantities over the last few 
weeks ð well done Whimple! 

We have a wonderful writing challenge in this edition, started by Richard and Julia 
Green ð see page 14 ð what a great opportunity for all budding wordsmiths. I think 
that I might enter several of my editorials under the title of ôGeneral fiction based on 
a strange and different view of the worldõ sponsored by red wine and local cider.  

On page 40, we have an invitation to sing which is another great opportunity to so 
something very different to boost our spirits in these times.  

We are sending this edition to the printers with a minimum of proofreading as that 
would have caused potential exposures to the virus and for the sake of speed ð we 
know that there will be some typos in here but are we worried? This is Whimple!  

With forced closure of the village pubs, and the church, the shop is now the centre 
of the village, thanks to Jenny and Mark. I will continue to exhibit the very best of 
my customer care skills until such time as the situation becomes vulnerable for a silly 
old man. Until then, please continue to care for each other, offer help where you 
can, and I look forward to celebrating a clean bill of health for the UK with you in a 
few weeks. Take care and ask for help if you need it.  

What we will be doing with the News, as we wonõt be able to distribute a paper 
copy to households, will be to create a link to the ôWhatõs on in Whimpleõ Facebook 
page and have a website for  News-like pages. We will have a reduced print run and 
will ask Jenny and Mark if we can leave some copies at the shop. 

If you would like to contribute to whatever we will have in the next few months, 
then please direct your articles to either me or Bob on bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk  
by 12th May ð thank you! 

EdH 
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Coronavirus explained 

There ia a short youtube video that explains coronavirus 
and its effects very clearly. Search youtube for ôcoronavirus 
explainedõ and look for this video. 

With thanks to Kathy McLauchlan 

 

It is difficult to predict what will happen with the Coronavirus.  We intend to 
stay open for as long as possible.  We have worked very hard to keep a good 
stock of produce and we will continue to try to keep supplies going and to 
keep our staff and customers as safe as possible. 

If you donõt normally use the Village shop, we welcome you and hope to see 
you back in the future. If you are a regular user we thank you for your support. 

Looking forward, we are still working hard to improve things at the shop and, 
in the near future, we are hoping to replace the shop floor as there are 
currently some areas of damage that are becoming increasingly harder to 
cover. 

To allow us to do this the shop will need to be closed for a week and, as soon 
as a date has been agreed, we will let you know. 

The book-cycle in the shop is still going well, with good donations being 
forwarded onto Whimple Scouts.  The aim of this is to allow people to swap 
books or to take a book to read.  We try to keep the area tidy by keeping 
books in crates, in single layers, for easy access.  We would politely ask 
people not to deposit lots of books as this makes the area messy and 
unusable. 

Post Office 

Price increases were effective from 23rd March.  Most services have 
increased, with the exception of medium parcels 2-5kg which are reduced in 
price. 

If you need any advice on prices or sizes of parcels, please feel free to come 
in and speak to us. 

The Post Office is proud to offer a good range of banking services for most 
high street banks.  This includes banking of cash and cheques as well as 
balance checks and free cash withdrawals.   

Mark, Jenny and team 

01404 822316 
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Whimple Victory Hall  

 

 
Join us for 

SoupõnõSarnie Lunch 
 

12.00noon to 1.30pm on 
 

Saturday 25th April 
and Saturday 30th May 
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets 

personal care and attention 

 

(now also looking after small animals) 

 
01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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Village Week 
Important Announcement 

 

Sadly, we could think of no sensible way to go ahead with Village Week or 
Village day in its usual form this July. So we have decided to cancel Whimple 
Village Week this year. Here's hoping we can have a magnificent Village party 
when this is all over. 

However, that doesn't mean we are just going to put our feet up this summer. 
Social distancing/isolation and lockdown may keep us apart from family and 
friends any is could cause significant distress. There are already fantastic efforts 
going on to make sure people are supported in their homes. Our focus will be 
on maintaining good mental health and doing what we can to make sure we 
all still feel socially connected. 

On Easter Sunday at 11.00am, we are organising a whole village sing-a-long. 
More information and a song sheet is available on pages 40 and 41. 

Some of you will have seen Hilary Nowill's craft video posted on Whimple 
Whatõs On.  More will be coming. Let's decorate the Village!  

Iõm busily planting seeds to grow tomatoes, herbs, veg and a few flowers 
which can be collected, when circumstances permiy, by anyone who would 
like to have a go at growing them on. 

Keep and eye on Whimple Whatõs On - more ideas are in the pipeline.  In due 
course, quizzes, puzzles and Treasure hunts by foot, cycle and car would be 
good. 

We would love others to join in with their ideas.  Get in touch (Louise 371433) 
or add your ideas to WWO. Letõs think outside the box and keep ourselves 
sane. 

Stay safe everyone. 

Louise Walmsley 
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darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds,  

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 
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Sadly, due to current circumstances, the Victory Hall Trustees voted 
unanimously at a meeting held on 23rd March that: 

'Whimple Victory Hall be closed to all regular and occasional users, with the 
exception of School and Preschool (due to the need to support Key Workers), 
this will include the hire of the outside areas except for car parking.  The Hall 
will be available if required for emergency use by the community. That the 
officers of the Trustee committee ensure the cleanliness and maintenance of 
the Hall for the foreseeable future with full (telephone) meetings with all Hall 
trustees if significant decisions are needed.' 

Maria Wallis, Chair 

 

Whimple Victory Hall  

Whimple 500 Word Story Writing 
Competition 

Richard and Julia Green are launching a 
short story writing competition in line with 
BBC Radio 2 500 words. This initiative is a 

response to the current situation and a 
challenge for both young and not so 

young alike to keep creative  
juices flowing! 

There will three categories:  
 Category A - Under 10 (on 01/09/2020) 

 Category B - Under 14 (on 01/09/2020) 

 Category C - Over 14 (on 01/09/2020) - including adult entries 

Learning pack and judging criteria can be found on the BBC 500 Word 2020 
website. This will particularly provide brilliant resources for younger entrants. 
There will be an impartial judging panel (already booked). 
Closing Date: Thursday 30th April 2020 
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16 

Whimple Neighbourhood Plan - Update 
 

What is a neighbourhood plan? 

Neighbourhood plans are led by authorised local community organisations 
(Parish or Town Councils) rather than the local councilõs planning department. 
This means that community representatives write the plan themselves (or ask 
others to assist in the writing of the plan, but under their control).  

Parish/town councils preparing plans have the opportunity to engage properly 
with the wider community right from the beginning of the plan preparation 
process, to make sure it genuinely represents the range of wants and needs in 
the local area.  

A neighbourhood plan is a planning framework for guiding the future 
development, regeneration and conservation of an area. It is about the use and 
development of land and may contain a vision, aims, planning policies, 
proposals for improving the area or providing new facilities, or allocation of key 
sites for specific kinds of development. It may deal with a wide range of social, 
economic and environmental issues (such as housing, employment, heritage and 
transport and green wedges).  

There are three main stages to producing a neighbourhood plan 

Stage 1 (which has been completed for the Whimple NP) ð Getting established 

The first step for parish/town councils or prospective neighbourhood forums 
wishing to prepare a neighbourhood plan is to submit their proposed 
neighbourhood area to the local planning authority for designation. Due to 
legislative changes it was possible to change the NP boundary to be the full 
Whimple Parish Boundary. This was previously declined by EDDC when making 
the original NP boundary application. A revised request was therefore made by 
the clerk to EDDC in 2020 to change to the full Parish Boundary for the NP 
boundary and this has now been accepted. 

Cllr S Randall Johnson is the lead for the Whimple NP supported by Cllr A 
McArthur as her deputy lead. Sara will head up the Overview NP Committee 
and the other members of the committee will be the Chairs of each of the four 
steering groups (see below).  

Stage 2 ð Preparing the plan 

Preparing to write a neighbourhood plan includes publicity, development of 
local partnerships, community consultation and engagement and the building of 
an evidence base. This will inform the development of a vision and/or aims for 
the plan. These in turn will inform the formulation of policy and, where 
appropriate, site allocations. Community engagement and consultation will be 
necessary at all stages of the plan-making process. 

The Parish Councillors held a Neighbourhood Plan (NP) committee meeting on 
Monday 2nd March. Councillors were pleased to see the level of support and 
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agreed to increase the number of members of public and the POW+R in each of 
the steering groups to include all those who expressed an interest. This will 
ensure the process can move forward more quickly. The Terms of Reference for 
the NP will be amended by resolution in the next Parish Meeting. 

The Chairman and Vice Chairman of each of the Steering Groups are shown below. 
For clarity the numbers of MOP shown below includes some POW+R members. 

 It is planned that a meeting is held in late March where Councillors and 
members of the Steering Groups will be invited to attend a launch Meeting. This 
will include an overview of the NP process and a ôwhere we are to dateõ session 
and allow members of the steering groups to meet with each other. After the 
overview the Chairs of each steering Group will gather their group members 
together to develop and move forward the thinking and planning process that 
has been undertaken to-date 

Resident involvement 

Once the steering groups are established there will be many events and 
opportunities for all residents to feed into the NP process to ensure as many 
views are captured as possible. Any resident who would like to feed information 
in advance of the open meetings can email the Parish Clerk, Kevin Finch, at 
whimpleparishcouncil@gmail.com who will pass any comments onto the 
respective steering groups. The NP survey results from last year, which are also 
on the Parish Website for all to see (www.whimpleparishcouncil@weely.com, 
will also help the steering groups understand the views of those residents who 
responded.  

Feedback from the various meetings and events will help to lead up to the first 
draft of the Whimple NP. This will be openly shared and from further comments 
and feedback a final Whimple NP will be ready to move into stage 3 

Stage 3 ð Bringing the plan into force 

The proposed neighbourhood plan will be submitted to the local planning 
authority, which will check that proper procedures have been followed in its 
preparation and that any necessary assessments accompany the plan. Following 
a period of publicity, the local planning authority will arrange for an independent 
examination. It will also organise the public referendum, subject to the plan 
meeting legal requirements.                                    Continued overleaf 

Natural Environment and Boundary 

(Protection Policies/Green Wedge, 

Building line, Development within the 

Parish Boundary, Flood risk and 

prevention), Community Resiliance

Infrastructure (Parking, School, 

Speeding, Bus and Rail services, 

Broadband, Utilities) 

Climate, Health and Leisure (Sports clubs, 

Play Areas, Climate/Green Policies, Fuel 

Poverty, Ex Service personnel provision, Dr 

Surgery/health provision/needs, Cycle 

Routes)

Economy (Local Business, Church, 

Victory Hall)

Chaired by Cllr P Sibley and supported 

by Cllr S Randall Johnson and 4 MOP

Chaired by Cllr J Griffiths and 

supported by Cllr A McArthur and 

four MOP.

Chaired by Cllr R Lawrence and supported by 

Cllr Mrs S Walker/Cllr P Walsh and four MOP

Chaired by Cllr Mrs D Dearden and 

supported by Cllr B Bloomfield and 

three MOP
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http://whimpleparishcouncil.weeby.com 

The Parish Councillors thank you for your ongoing support and if you have 
any questions at this stage please do not hesitate to contact 

Kevin Finch, Whimple Parish Council Clerk 

By when? 

The Councillors would like to see the NP brought to completion as soon 
as it is possible. It would be good to see the plan completed by the 31 
December 2020, or at the very least be at referendum stage and be 
finalized within the current financial year ending 31 March 2021. The 
timescales will very much depend on the speed and efficiency of the 
respective steering groups but there is an appetite to ôget the job doneõ. 
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²ILat[9 IL±9 
aŜŜǝƴƎ wƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ƘƛǊŜ 

     

a99¢LbD whha ό{Ŝŀǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ у - ǎƛȊŜ рΦофƳ Ȅ пΦфнƳύ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 
 

- !ǳŘƛƻ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 
- ²ƛ-Cƛ 

- CƭƛǇ /ƘŀǊǘ 

- ¢Ŝŀ {ǘŀǝƻƴ 
 

IƛǊŜ ǊŀǘŜǎΥ 
 

м ƘƻǳǊ - ϻмлΦлл 
IŀƭŦ 5ŀȅ - ϻорΦлл όфΦллŀƳ ς мΦллǇƳ ƻǊ мΦллǇƳ ς рΦллǇƳύ 
Cǳƭƭ 5ŀȅ -  ϻслΦлл όфΦллŀƳ ς рΦллǇƳύ 

 

CƭŜȄƛōƭŜ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƅŜȄƛōƭŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ лмплп унмффф ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ǊŀƴŘŀƭƭϪōǳƛƭŘŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

By when? 
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ÏŲ×ȯɤɤÊÏÜÙÊÏÌÚƘÈÓÓȭÖÙÎɤ 

My Dear Friends, 

As I sit here in my study writing this it feels a bit like I have stepped onto the plot of 
some sort of film; the scenes we are seeing on our TVs, the stories we are reading in 
the paper or on the web seem like an awful dream. What is more, it seems certain 
there is worse to come, possibly far worse? We are all going to lose loved ones, 
family and friends, and we seem powerless to stop it.  

To make things worse, we cannot go to see those we love and to hold them, and we 
cannot even kiss them goodbye. 

How did we come to this? Over the last decade I have read several articles and 
watched TV shows where various diseases had been predicted to cause this sort of 
pandemic but, like most of us, I had thought it impossible. Those sort of threats, like 
the giant asteroid or the super volcano, seemed like mildly entertaining TV, but 
nothing I ever lost sleep over. Yet, here we are - the unthinkable has become a new 
and awful reality. As I watch the drama unfold, it seems this virus has the power not 
just to harm or kill us, but to bring out both the best and the worst of humanity: 
selflessness or selfishness, fear or courage, anger or love. 

A country which six months ago was in the grip of an epidemic of obesity is now in 
turmoil because of the fear of food shortages. A continent which six months ago 
was desperately trying to remain united is now full of countries shutting their 
borders and, here within the UK, we have anger towards British people who have 
become unwanted migrants in their own country. 

As a church we also face a terrible crisis. Many of our congregation fall within the 
groups that are most vulnerable, many are lonely or isolated - yet a big part of the 
support and fellowship we were able to offer, we have been compelled to stop. No 
amount of phone calls or emails make up for our lost services and coffee mornings 
etc., and the warmth of real human contact. When we are perhaps needed the 
most, we feel helpless.  Meanwhile, this is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes 
to the turmoil and suffering this virus seems able to inflict. 

But here we are, there is no turning back the clock.  We cannot change where we 
find ourselves, but we can change what happens from now on. We are now all 
history makers; we can shape the way this village looks back on this crisis. 

This virus reminds us of our shared humanity with all of God's people. It doesn't 
respect national boundaries, skin colour, gender, sexuality, class or religion. We truly 
are all in this together.  
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It also reminds us that we are not immortal. Life is a fragile and wonderful gift we 
should not take for granted and we are not all-powerful. This tiny organism is 
wreaking havoc around the globe and, for all our ingenuity and science, at the 
moment at least, we seem powerless to stop it. 

But it will end. We can see from China that a peak will be reached, after which, 
things will improve and a vaccine will eventually be found. Until then we will only 
ride out this storm if we work together. 

For now, we can start small in our own communities, by finding creative ways to 
love our neighbours so that not one person feels abandoned or forgotten. 

Wake every morning and think ôtoday I will make a differenceõ, and then carry that 
through in whatever way you can, no matter how small.  

This is a defining point for our country. This is something historians will teach for 
many generations and we will be judged by how we reacted. I wonder what their 
verdict will be: selflessness or selfishness, fear or courage, anger or love. 

For now, do not feel embarrassed to admit you are afraid. There are volunteer 
groups who can deliver essential supplies and collect medicines, our wonderful 
village shop, our pubs, the team at the Cranbrook Pharmacy and so many others are 
working hard to keep the community safe and well. 

See you soon, God bless you 

Rev Marc (01404 822104 marckerslake@hotmail.co.uk ) 

 
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǝŎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎп!ƭƭ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿŜ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ²ƘƛƳǇƭŜΣ ¢ŀƭŀǘƻƴΣ /ƭȅǎǘ IȅŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ /ƭȅǎǘ {ǘ [ŀǿǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƻǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘ ŀŘƳƛƴ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 
ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǎŀǾǾȅ ŀƴŘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ ¸ƻǳ 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘΣ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜΣ ŘƛǎŎǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ р ƘƻǳǊǎ ǇŜǊ ǿŜŜƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƅŜȄƛōƭŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎΦ   tŀȅΥ ϻмл ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǊΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ  Řƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǿǿǿΦŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎпŀƭƭΦƻǊƎΦ  ¢ƻ 
ŀǇǇƭȅ  Ƨǳǎǘ ŘǊƻǇ ŀ /± ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǘƻ ƎŜǊǊƛΦǘǳǊƴŜǊнϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ  /ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŘŀǘŜ 
ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎΥ омǎǘ aŀȅ нлнлΦ 

 

 

Are you proactive, organised and looking for  

a great opportunity to support your community? 
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Call Barry on 01297 22434 

or email 

barryseaforth@gmail.com 
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 Chimneys 
Wood Burners 

Fires 
 

Swept, Installed, Repaired, 
Lined and Built 

òAll your chimney needsó 
 

Alf Butler 

Tel: 01404 811843 
A fully insured and HETAS 
registered Company 

 

West One  Hair Design 
 

For Ladies and Gentlemen 
3, The Old Village Hall, West Hill Road, West Hill, 

(Nr West Hill Garage) 
 

 for an appointment please call  814913 
or call in for free Consultation. 

  

 Our qualifications include Hairdressing NVQ 1& 2 

Diplomas in: Toni & Guy advanced Technical Colouring, Colour Correction, 
LôOreal Colour Keys, Techniques 2000, Cutting and Perming. 
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Protect our Whimple  

& Rockbeare Group  

  

www.powr.live                   Email:- 
contact@powr.live 

ôAn apple a day keeps the doctor awayõ. We all should be OK in Whimple, 
as there are plenty of orchards about, but if only it could be that easy? At the 
time of writing,, at the beginning of March, there is a lot of concern about 
the coronavirus. We have our own village surgery and, down the road, the 
Coleridge Medical Centre. However, you could argue that, in these times, it 
would be useful to have beds available in Ottery St Mary Hospital, to have 
100,000 Doctors and Nurses nationwide (which are already needed), 
especially with issues of bed blocking, which would free up space at the 
Royal Devon and Exeter Hospital. In addition, there is clearly much need for 
more cash in the social care budget as a result of drastically reduced funding 
by the Government since 2010. 

The POW&R group has other issues. The health of our village and how our 
village is going to feel, to look like, to maintain its own identity. Five of our 
team have been giving evidence to the Planning Inspector at the hearing 
stage of the Cranbrook Local plan. This is important, because of the housing 
estate being proposed east of Cobdenõs Lane, within our parish, and a huge 
estate of houses near to Hand and Pen. All of this is contrary to the wishes 
and desires of villagers, and that of Rockbeare and the Cranbrook Town 
Council members. 

We have all put our case to the Inspector, including citing the importance of 
the Localism Act 2011. It has been stated, òThat any scheme protects 
surrounding villages from development and that life can remain distinct and 
be separate sustainable communities, in accordance with the principles of 
good Town and Country Planning and the will of its ôlocalõ people. This 
places ôlocalismõ at the heart of developing neighbourhood and master 
plansó. POW&R group is really making its presence felt at these hearings. 

It was agreed by Cabinet, of East Devon District Council at their meeting on 
8th January 2020, that the Whimple Neighbourhood Plan Area should be 
extended to cover the whole Parish. This is good news, although time is 
against us in protecting the western flank of a Parish against the developerõs 
powerful influence on Cranbrook New Town. It was created on the principle 
of being a ôdeveloper ledõ New Town.  
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POW&R has learnt that there will now be a significant delay to the decision- 
making of the Cranbrook Plan, owing to some issues regarding the viability 
of the development. According to POW&R Group Secretary, Helen Badley; 
òIt would appear that there are some quite fundamental discrepancies 
regarding viability between the Developers and EDDC.  

Of the 60 points that were raised as issues at a meeting between the parties 
on 2nd Feb 2020, they only managed to reach agreement on ONE of them. 
Consequently, the Inspector decided to postpone the hearing session on 
viability and has requested more work to be undertaken to iron out the areas 
where there is disagreementó  

This appears to be a significant setback for the Cranbrook developers and 
could take a minimum of 6 months to resolve. It looks as though this will 
delay any decision-making on the Gypsy and Travellers site, for which there 
is another hearing date planned. The good news is that this delay gives us 
more time to develop our strategy of objection down the line. 

The Parish Council is in the process of formulating the Neighbourhood Plan 
Sub-Committees. It is my understanding that each of the four groups has a 
member of the POW&R Group, which should make a significant presence 
and be able to move the process forward. The target date for completion is 
the 3st December 2020. 

Please let us know what matters to you, so that we can more effectively 
represent your views. Our key remits are to maintain a three-way 
communication flow between villagers, the Parish Council and the 
POW&R Group.                                                        Continued overleaf 

POW+R Group Campaigning 
 

POW+R Group has also conducted a major leaflet campaign on a 
proposed development of land west of Gribble Lane for 200 homes, 
adjacent to the Grange Hotel (Planning Application Reference 19/1798/
MOUT). This land was designated as Open Countryside in the Rockbeare 
Neighbourhood Plan. Part of this site is designated as SANGS (Suitable 
Alternative Natural Green Spaces) land, contrary to the written policy of 
the Cranbrook Master Plan. The idea of this land classification is to, not 
only provide recreational space and open agricultural land, but, more 
significantly, also to provide a buffer-zone between surrounding villages, 
linked to the natural landscape. It is very clear that the developers are 
endeavouring to build on this land, which is totally unacceptable behaviour 
from the developers. Critically, of 104 comments/letters made to EDDC, 
none supported the applications.  

I think this spells out categorically that the local people have said òNOó. 
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It brings me great sadness to announce that Sarah Janeõs has closed 
her doors. Iõve tried my very best to implement extra measures to 
keep every one safe but itõs come to a stage now that the safest 
thing to do is to close my doors for a short while. Iõll be back 
stronger than ever once all this is over as we all will. We all need to 
stick together help one another and do our very best to try and 
fight this awful virus once and for all. The sooner we do this the 
sooner our world can go back to normal.        Sarah Jane 

 To protect our village, as a sustainable 
community and fight to halt the potential 
coalescence between Rockbeare and 
Whimple, from the ever expanding 
Cranbrook New Town /Exeter Suburb.  
 

We also need funds to keep our group being 
a vital part of the community.  
 

Lastly, we need to protect our heritage, 
especially our orchards ð we may well need 
them as the year pans out.  

Alan Lascelles - Press and Publicity, POW&R Group                                                                  
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75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE 75) 
 

The 8th May 1945 was VE day, the day that meant an end to nearly six years of 
war that had cost the lives of millions. When fighting with Germany came to an 
end, it was the beginning of the end of the conflict and cause for great celebration, 
albeit also a time for reflection. 

We had planned to mark 75th anniversary of that great day with a celebration at 
the Victory Hall but, unfortunately those plans have had to be put on hold. 
We had arranged for original WW2 army vehicles and WW2 memorabilia, . 
Winston Churchill was also going to join us! For children there would have been 
costumes of the era (tin hats, uniform hats and jackets) to try on, courtesy of South 
West Airfield Heritage Trust. We intended serving authentic spam or jam 
sandwichs as served in the 1940õs. There was to be live music, a bar and a BBQ. 
But all is not lost! We have postponed the event not cancelled it. Watch this space 
for a revised celebration at a later date. 

Maria Wallis  

 

 

IT support  
 

I can offer IT support  to those working from home.  

Just message me or email cjtemplemurray@gmail.com  

Chris  
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London Marathon (Now in October) 

For the 3rd consecutive year, Teresa and I are going again in the London Marathon. 
Like last year we are raising funds for Hospiscare who provide such brilliant end of 
life care and support for adults within Exeter, East and Mid Devon. 

Like you, we have lost people close to us in the last few years and those final days, 
weeks and months are when those people who are reaching the end of their life 
through illness, most need care and compassion. Dying is an important part of living 
as every day matters when you reach the last chapter of life and this is where the 
work of Hospiscare is so amazing. Whether its the Hospice in Exeter, the day centres 
around the Districts or the guidance and advice the staff so compassionately 
provide, this is the most amazing charity that drives us on through the 16 weeks of 
training and the final 26.2 miles (or 42.1km) running through the streets of London 
on 26th April. 

Hospiscare impacts and helps over 200 people every day throughout Exeter, East 
and Mid Devon. Day Centres and nurses caring for those in the last stages of their 
illness are visited in their own homes. It costs over £700/day for every person who 
stays in the Hospice. A new specialist bed costs over £5000. 

We hope to raise £5000 this year so please be as generous as you can if you feel 
you can donate online. Go to either: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/nick-jarrold3 
or www.justgiving.com/fundraising/teresa-jarrold2 or call round to see us at Rumble 
Ridge in The Green, Whimple. 

We will be holding various fundraising events, when circumstances permit, and will 
let you know via Social media and this 
page...come along and support us if you can. 

Thank you. 

Nick Jarrold 

www.metheleader.co.uk 

 



 

30 


