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Complete Locksmithing Service

* 24 Hour Emergency Service
* Standard & Computerised Key Cutting
* Duplicate Keys Cut For Any Vehicle
¢ Car Transponder Keys Cut
* 24 Hour Lock Out Service
* Replacement Lock Installations
* Aluminium & Upvc Door Locks
* Master Key Suites

%= Free Security Assessments
%= Locks Supplied & Fitted

MASTER LOCKSMITHS

W %= Safes Opened
éxé &= Burglar Alarm Installations  agents For Medeco Locks
I $= CCTV Systems e T

01392 411887
FAX 01392 424817

A Wide Range of Security Products ~ +131 Sidwell St. Exeter EX4 6RY
Available For Demonstrations A.... *Unit 1, The Space Place, Alphinbrook Rd. Marsh Barton, Exeter.

BRICKWORK&MASONRY

New build-extendrefurbishmentrenovate
alterationbarnshardlandscaperepairs

Telephone Mark on

822913 or The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL
07817097721 Jan and John offer a friendly and relaxed stay
. ] at the Jays.
Emaild mproberts@live.co.uk Close to Exeter Airport for which transfers
. are available
3 The Signals % Colour TV in all bedrooms
Talaton Road Guest Lounge with tea/coffee.
Whimple B Several local Pubs and Restaurants
Exeter Ci O within easy reach{pick up service)
ty and Guilds
EX5 2QL Qualified Bed and full Breakfast menu:
. . No smoking.
Your friendly, reliable local tradesman Phone: 01404823614

No job too small. e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com
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€ QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER
SUNDAY
Starts at 8.30pm
EVERYONE WELCOME!

The Thirsty Farmer

WHIMPLE, EXETER, DEVON, EX5 2QQ
Telephone: 01404 822287
www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST

Varied A La Carte Menu
changed daily
alongside traditional
6Far mer s Favouriteso

OGreat Selectlon of fine Wines O

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday

MUSIC DATES
Wood Pryers - Friday 24th June from 9.00pm
Carnaby Street - Friday 8th July 9.00pm
Castletown - Saturday 9th July 4.00pm
Stiletto - Friday 29th July 9.00pm
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O0ODELL PLUMBI NG

Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL

07974818833 and 01404 822697
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS.
BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS.
BATHROOMS & SHOWERS.
UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS.
UNDERFLOOR HEATING.

DustAway Ltd

All Work and no play,
We are here to hel

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly
or Oneoff Cleans.

Moving house, holiday lets,
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.
We also offer an Ironing service
Fully insuredg all materials supplied
Please call
01392 427776 (office)

or 07879 427333 (iris)

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk
info@dustawaycleaning.co.uk



What ds On I n Whimple

June

11th  Whimple Church Fete 2.30pnD details page 16 & 17

14th  WI Monthly Meeting Victory Hallds peaker Jul i a Gr een
18th VPA trip to Hestercombed details page 48

25th SoupdéndSarnie Vi &L.80pny Hal | 12.00no
25th  Whimple Primary School Summer Fayre 1.30ps#.00pm & details page 19
25th  Pantomime Dame Racing with the Whimpleton$ details page 36 & 37

25th  Summer Party/Barn dance Woodhayes Faréetails page 29

July

2nd  Masqgerade BalBdetails page 11

3-10th Whimple Village Weekd details pages 30 to 33

5th  Treasure Hunt starting at the Heritage Centre 5.30pm

6th  Afternoon Tea 2.00pm at the Heritage Centre

6th  Village Week Quiz with the Whimpletons

9th  Village Day in the Parish Field

12th  WI Monthly Meeting Victory Hall -Short verbal holiday snapshots presented
by members

16th An Afternoon Assor t doetailspaged2 Mar y o6 s

29th Village Walk from the Heritage Centre at 6.15pm...please book with Roger
Smith on 822244

30th SoupdndSar ni e oSicanyrhalld 12DPnean i1.80pm

August

5th  Village Walk from the Heritage Centre at 6.15pm...please book with Roger
Smith on 822244

13th VPA Annual Flower Showd Victory Hall 8 details page 48

20th  Whimple Dog Racing 3.00pm start, at field near Cricket Club

September

10th™ Whimple Cricket Clubdob and Ni ght G@daadsyo folldwe L g
14th  Cream tea at the Heritage Centre 2.00pm

24th SoupdédndSarnie Vi &iL.80pny Hal |l 12.00no
30th  VPA lllustrated Talld Victory Hall 7.30pm & Devon Gardens Trusbdetails
page 48

|l f your Association has an event wh
please contactEd Hitchcockon 823194 or email edhitch@btinternet.com.




the Jack i the Green

Whatever the occasion

Friendly professional service, affordable
bar snacks and local cask ales

Three course ‘Totally Devon’ menu
still only &5 - lunch or dinner

Telephone: 01404 822240
www.jackinthegreen.uk.com
Rockbeare, Near Exeter, Devon EX5 2EE

New sister pub now open:

Why not pay a visit to the Five Bells Inn
at Clyst Hydon

Telephone: 01884 277288
www.fivebells.uk.com
Clyst Hydon, Near Cullompton,
Devon EX15 @NT

the FIVE BELLS &V




Ed the Ed

And suddenly we are putting together the June/July edition of your Whimple
News..we hope that you enjoy it!

As ever, we have many events mentioned in this edition, especially with Villag
Week coming up d and a special vote of thanks to the Village Week Committee
who quietly get on with organising the week during the yed thank you! And whilst
we are on O6Thank youdsad, we owe one
from a variety of place® Whimple, Enfield, Norfolk and Francé thanks Bob!

Still on the topic of Village Week, you will notice that this edition includes the
annual addition of Raffle Tickets details of what to do etc., are on page 34.

I was delighted to see that Jim Causley is at the Victory Hall on Sunday 3rd Ji
(tickets from the shop)d that should be a good night. If you want to see more of our
very own Wassail star, then come along! The Whimpletons are also supportin
Village Week with a quiz on 6th July, plus a repeat of the wonderful Pantomim
Dame Racing, that hilarious cultural event that bemused many train passengers
they passed through our fair village last year!

Well done to Claire and Gill for completing the Moonwalk in London in May, plus
others in the village who also enjoyed a quiet stroll in our capital as we all snooze
comfortably in our beds. They raised a wonderful amount of money (see thei
article) for Breast Cancer...and whi
delighted to say that my own tests after all 33 radio therapy treatments, showed th:
| had returned to the land of the normal, and there were no traces of cancer. Th
current Mrs H and | have been celebrating noestop ever since!!

Compiling 6Whatdéds on in Whimpl ed, I \
25th June?...we now have four events scheduled for that day, having been joined |
SoupbédndSarnie! And in the morning, VYo

and discuss the church Statement of Needs document (see pages 26 and 27). Tl
could also be the long awaited opportunity for the WI Topless Marching Band tc
display their skills that they have been warmly honing over the winter, clad in ve:
and woolly hats...now thereds an i mag

Jan Begent has written a short piece thanking the good people of Whimple for a
t heir help during Georgefds three 0prEa
thoughts are with Jan and the family George was a lovely man and was someone
who also got involved in Whimple , the village that he and Jan loved.

If you would like to add an article for the next (August/September) edition of the
News, especially if it reports on an event in the village, then please either send it
Bob at bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, or if you are a quill and parchment fan, then dr
it into Dairy Cottage opposite the New Fountain by 11th July 2016. Thanks!

Enjoy Village Week .....

EdH



flakery . =~ 0
himple Stores

We are very pleased with the new fridges and freezers. They are much tidier an
easier to keep clean and hopefully much more energy efficient.

As most of you know we are very interested in climate change and what we can dc
to help reduce our CO2 output. We are looking at more energy efficient lighting
which will help with this but will also be one less head hazard for all you tall people.

We buy a lot of our goods from Bookers wholesalers and not only do they offer a

very good and competitively priced 0
to recycle all of our cardboard and plastic film wrapping with them.

On top of this we try hard to manage
very little produce, trying where possible to use up things so very little goes intc
composting.

The little plastic and paper we have is taken to the recycling centre, so we are trying

We invite you al/l to help minimise yo
to buy in whatever quantity you need, to avoid overbuying and heavily packaged
produce. We try to buy local seasonal veg where possible as this is usually excelle
quality at a great price. At this moment in time our purple sprouting, from
Thorverton, is A3.45 a kg compared tc
200g i.e. A10.00 a kg. This is a prin
overpackaged and excellent value for money.

As well as asking you to bring your own shopping bag (we rarely have recycled one
to pass on) we also invite you to reuse your egg boxes by buying our free range tra
eggs. It is better for you to reuse your own boxes as this is more hygienic. If yo
have a surplus of egg boxes they can be recycled at the recycling centres at Pinhc
and The Bowd or they make excellent firelighters.

We are hoping to improve the shop further by installing a new kitchen area and
replacing the damaged woodwork around the front of the shop. We hope this does
not cause too much inconvenience.

Post Office

We have just celebrated our first birthday as a Post Office and we are certainly ker
busy by all that this side of the business entails. We feel as though we are st
l earning so please bear with us if yc
before. We have a help manual and a help line we can phone so we can work ou
most things, but it may take us a little time. We also have the odd occasion whert
the computer system will be down. Usually they undertake maintenance works on &
Sunday morning but there is the occasional breakdown that is out of our control.

Many people ask about banking and we can take cheques and ce FH
deposits for most high street banks if you have a paying in slip L_l
Shop Local



Paying in slips can be found in the back of cheque books or you can order then
from most banks. We keep a stock of envelopes to pay cheques in but you shoulc
be able to get some of these also from your bank.

Just a reminder that the Post Office is open the same time as the shop. That
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 6.00pm, Saturday 8.00am to 1.00pm and Sunday
9.00am to 1.00pm.

The only exception will be on Bank Holidays and days that the shop is only open fo
a couple of hours as agreed with the Post Office. The time needed for setting up an
completing the end of day reports makes it unviable.

Mark and Jenny822316

Sheepwatch UK

How to reduce the number of dog attacks on sheep

Over 600 sheep- most of them pregnant- were killed by dogs in the first 12
weeks of 2016.

prices and much more. The problem can be addressed by bringing peopgle
together and using education and awareness to gradually change behaviours.

Sheepwatch UK is trying to encourage all farmers to report incidents to ffs
website so that there is a better picture of the scale, nature and costs of tfje
probl em. The campaign offers ideat
local communities.

A national conference (free of charge) is being arranged for Friday 3rd June wjth
full details via the SheepWatch UK website. http://www.terena.co.u
sheepwatchuk.html. Why not join in and help make a difference?

There will be no 6quick fixd to thills
an interest and help to raise awareness then changes should be seen over ffhe
years ahead é please help by raisi 0

Doug Jones and Terena Plowrigh§heepWatch UK



Whimple Victory Hall

Enjoy fresh home - made soups
and delicious hot bacon

or sausage sandwiches

cooked and served by your
il endly Soupo

Join us for lunch

on Saturday 25th June
and Summer Special Saturday 30th July

P4 Courtneys (0} Whimple

(Cider Apple products)
01404 822925

8
0774731208 il.com
oA : ‘r:er.clPP es@hoi’l\_‘“‘“ .|ce°
3 e.mail €l S rmeysc.»i"w\-m'ﬂl"

Use our P
and bott\ i
autumn:




£20 per person, to include, drink on arrival, canapés, live music, casino, illusionist & more,
tickets available to purchase at Whimple Stores & The Thirsty Farmer.

2nd July 2016

The Thirsty Farmer & Garden Marquee, Whimple 7.30
htire: Dluack Tie, Fatnilows Frachs @ WMearveluns Meashs
Sponsored By PROJ ECT MA RQU Fro projectmarquees@gmail.com

all proceeds to Whimple Primary School & Pre-School

11



AN AFTEENOON ASSORTMENT

1 \m .f
Featueing: TALE VALLEY CHoig,

THe DIMINISHED 7, & OTHERS
A WIoE VARIETY OF MusiC

WHIMPLE CHURCH, 16TH TuLy 3:00pM

TICKETS:
ADULTS: £6 — UNDE? 16s: FeEE

%% (FeoM WHIMPLE STOgES) ./S

QEFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE
RAISING MONEY FOR BOENEO EXPEDITION




Front Row Club News

The Front Row Club 2015/6 season draws to a close on June 4th. This has been
good year for the club, which is enjoying record attendances. We now invite new
memberships and renewals for the new season starting in September. We ar
planning a very special James Bond evening for Saturday 9th July (Village Day
watch out for posters around the village. This will be a ticketed event including
prosecco, nibbles, music and a 'roulette raffle’ but any new or renewing member:
can reserve attendance for FREE.

Annual member ship costs ,5\20.00.~ Newco
temporary basis for a fee of A4. 50,
month.

Membership entitles you to free entry on club nights and discounted tickets to
events that involve payment to performers or which incur additional costs (for
example, opera screenings).

You can O6upgraded6 from temporary memb
meeting or by contacting Richard Davies at any club night or via email al
ridaviesO@gmail.com

Membership fees can be paid via cheque or cash and posted (or dropped ir
mailbox) to Richard Davies, Sandfords (the big house opposite the school). You ca
also pay on line - details on our website (www.frontrowclub.wordpress.com).

We look forward to seeing you soon. Rob Davis

Longfield Cattery

heated single and double chalets
personal care and attention

(now also looking after small animals

01404 822275

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF

13



roinwizord

Drainage and water main solutions

e blockages e septictank/treatment
e jetting plantinstallation

e CCTVsurveys e soakawayproblems

e repairs e waterleak detection
e lining e waterleak repairs

e draintracing e moling

e pitch fibre reforming e renewals

e pipebursting

Tel: 01392 461670

Mobile: 07834 712345

www.drainwizard.co.uk

legal expertise for everyone

Everys has been providing quality legal expertise,
delivered professionally yet personally to families
and businesses across the region for many years.

* Family & Matrimonial * Tax Planning

» Conveyancing * Licensing

* Employment Law * Wills, Trust & Probate
* Buying/Selling * Criminal Law

Businesses
* Personal Injury No ever S
* Property, Contract Win

& Inheritance Disputes No

* Dispute Resolution  Fee SO I | C | t ors

Call our Honiton team of experts on 01404 41221/43431

or visit www.everys.co.uk
Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority




Village Litter Pick and Tidy Up

It was apparent in the weeks leading up to this
year 0s litter pick

Whimple was already a very tidy village. |
feared there woul dnodt

right.

When the annual Litter Pick day started in
2007, loads of people turned out and HEAPS
of litter (and other unmentionables) piled UP g

However, thanks must go to the stalwarts who
turned out this year. Special thanks to Aliso
Betts and Jenny Jones who walked the lengt

be thrown out of car windows!!! Well done
dog owners too and those who tend the now
l ovely O6Welcome to W
previous litter picks and tidy ups.
Sue Ayres




WHIMPLE CHURCH GARDEN FETE

Saturday, 11th June 2016 at 2.30 pm
Venue: Ferndale, Hindstrete, Church Road, Whimple

| t i s t he Queends O f Saturday, allith Jurtet 2016aBdi
coincidentally we are holding the Whimple Church Garden Fete on the same day
Gates open at 2.30 pm. The Ottery St Mary Silver Band (Brass Class) and tl
Whimple School Choir will be entertaining our guests.

We will have a Grand Draw and a range of stalls including plants, toiletries, cake:
chocolate, tombola, books, bottles, toys, briabrac, crafts and produce, face

painting, crockery bashing and other amusements for all the family. Delicious crear
teas, ice creams and other refreshments will be served and there will also be
Pi mmds bar. We have a number of new ¢
make donations for any of the Stalls we would be most grateful.

To celebrate the Royal occasion there is an opportunity for everyone to arrive ir
fancy dress. The outfits should be of
range of 00 5 years, 60 11 years and 12 years and above. The competition is open
to adults as well!

There will be lots to win and enjoy in a relaxing atmosphere and we hope you will

join in the fun, and at the same tim
Whimple. Car parking will be available in the field opposite the venue. Come anc
join us on this very special day! Mike and Tamara Snell822565

7

East Devon Sports Wlassage

Mobile Sports Massage Therapist in Honiton and the surrounding area,

Initial Consultation, assessment and treatment — (approx 45-60mins) - £30.00
Thereafter -30minute treatment — £28

45 minute treatment — £34

60 minute treatment — £40

Full body massage (90 minutes) - £60

Pre Event Massage and Post Event Massages — Please contact me to discuss
Hot Stones massage — 45 minutes treatment - £30

Receive a FREE massage when you buy a block of 6.

Laura Randall
07976 558116

eastdevonsportsmassage@gmail.com www.eastdevonsportsmassage.com

16
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WHIMPLE CHURCH

GARDEN FETE

SATURDAY, 11™ JUNE 2016
GATE OPENS AT 2.30 PM

Hindstrete
Church Road, Whimple

Whimple School Choir
Ottery St. Mary Silver Band - Brass Class

Cream Teas — Stalls — Raffle = Pimm’s Bar

‘Royal Theme’ Fancy Dress Competition
to mark the Queen’s Official 90" Birthday
forages 0 -5, 6 —11 and 12 — adult

Admission Free
In Victory Hall if wet
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GUARANTEE
CARPETS

Gary Lovering atthew Cann
07792 197 510 07791 800 827
CARPETS ¢ VINYLS « WOOD - AMTICO
info@guaranteecarpets.com www.guaranteecarpets.com
7 Chard Avenue Whimple Exeter EX5 2TU
A
® SIack ® Ta hgleMOOSG
2 SlackMapr 1, ¢
® ”'dle ® Gifts for you, for the Kids
: : For your home!
& ® ’ :
e calds, Potis § | _Handm;de : Wh';"p':.
ristmas (zoodies, Cushions,
: WantoiNgs : Bass, Aprons, Accessories,
® The band f ® Bunting ¢ More!
or :
: all oceasions : COommissions welcome.
® ®
www.facebook.com/tahglemoose
-4 07404823083 @ | ™ s angenoose.con
® : ®
& SI ack-ma—gl "” e'co'"k ® email Tanhya_HYnd@sky.com

|
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Straightway Head

HOUSE

LUXURY BED & BREAKFAST

Whimple, Exeter, Devon EX5 2QS

01404 822177 / 07894 575975
contact@straightwayheadhouse.co.uk

www.straightwayheadhouse.co.uk

"

STRAIGHTWAY HEAD VHOI;ISE BED & BREAKFAST

Luxury Country House Bed and Brealg(ast Accommodation in a peacgful rural setting on
the edge qf the village, with stunning views over Dartmoor

All rooms are en-suite and fumished to a high standard.

Have you got a special birthday or anniversary coming up?
Why not hold your party here and let us do all the hard work ﬁr you?
Cally is a Cordon Bleu trained chegr with many years experience.

Ample Parking / Traaners to Exeter Airport

HATHA YOGA Serenity

Bookkeeping ; ]
Discover the practice of Hatha yoga for Devon U
improved health and wellbeing. OO ALEEERe
#// are W&/&ﬂ/t{& Take the hasslelout of your husiness
accounting by using a local bookkeeper
TUESDAY 6.30 to 8.00pm
ESCOT Village Hall, [deal for Small Businesses, Sole

Gosford Lane, Taleford, EX11 1NE Traders and Partnerships.

My classes include postures, breathing exercises,

relaxation & guided meditation. End of year accounts prepared
Please bring a blanket for relaxation Vat Returns

| have been practicing yoga for over 12 years and Self-assessment returns

after qualifying in the UK, | have been teaching for Day—to-day bookkeeping
over 5 years in my local area

Classes are £8 (discount for block bookings) Contact Helena: 07916 135850
Please contact me prior to starting
Lesley — 07791 563674 or

. , : N
01404 812577 info@serenitybookkeepingdevon.com

www.serenitybookeepingdevon.com
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Councill ords Repor

A year ago | was reporting the outcome of local elections and my election as youl
District Councillor. Just a year later and many of the concerns | voiced at the time
were justified. Cranbrook continues to expand, the future of planning in the
countryside is of some concern but our own Neighbourhood Plan is moving
forward. Whilst the government moves goalposts and guidance changes on :
weekly basis, EDDC is moving to ensure that East Devon remains a great place
i ve. I am pleased that | have been a
andalsotositasVic€hai r man of the newly for med
| will do all I can to protect the future of our communities.

In the village, concerns have been raised about traffic and parking in the Square ar
nearby. | am trying to put together a meeting with DCC/EDDC/Police and others
(including conservation officers and residents) to see if anything can be done. In an
event | will ask all of you to to come to reach an agreement. This is not the first tims
this subject has been raised but traffic is not getting any lighter and | hope the
Neighbourhood Plan team will also discuss the issue in the future.

In Devon County my work with the Foster Panel continues. New policies regarding
adoption services have been laid down to reduce the time that children (and their
new parents) have to wait for the process to catch up. The County has been praise
for many aspects of our care systems but we are all too often embroiled in the
aftermath of serious failings of car
making.

Elsewhere the principal concern relates to highways. Parts of Church Road are to
resurfaced (again) and the impact of Road Wardens on lanes and streets is eagel
awaited. The government have released funding to help but, as always, it is neve
enough.

Not all is doom and gloom however. The County Show proved once again that our
county and its people are of the very best and Exeter Chiefs have given many of
cause to reach for the pastilles to hopefully ease the hoarse throats before all wh
can make the journey to Twickenham.

My best wishes to you all.
Peter823450
peter.bowden@devon.gov.uk
pbowden@eastdevon.gov.uk
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BARRY SEAFORTH DECORATING SERVICES

Est 1979

PAINTING  WALLPAPERING

SPECIALIST FINISHES MURALS  TILING

COVING CARPENTRY ALTERATIONS

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Call Barry on 01297 22434

or email

barryseaforth@gmail.com

Your Friendly local
Bed and Breakfast

David and Diane Brown
Holway Barton
Whimple
Exeter
Telephone: (01404 82247

Visiting Practice

Day and evening
Appointments by arrangement

QUALIFIED

) \.CHIROPODIST
= BOB SHEEHAN wsschuech

Registered Member of the British
Chiropody and Podiatry Association

3,Railway Cottages
Whimple
Exeter

01404 822372




News on the Scouting front
The Jumbl e

ofe
Sale went very We(SCOUtS é
Vodafone are oOfundmatchingo be prepared « + + | (
Scout Groups in the UKsodahopenog
make this

total nearer A600.

On the Scouts front, | find myself currently in charge of 19/20 very keen young
people aged 10 to 14 who have

return
over The May Day Bank Holiday weekend.

We have some new parents, keen to help on a regular basis. This has helped sormn
what to keep my enthusiasm up, particularly now that my eldest two are both Ex
plorer Scouts and my youngest is not quite old enough for Cub Scouts yet!

Our gardener, Steve Bellamy, has had to pack up cutting the grass due to changir

work commitments after a very long stint of 8/9 years...so big, big thanks t
Steve!

If anyone would like to cut the scout lawn and strim the bank for us on a voluntary

basis (fuel provided, but your own machinery preferred), please get in touch with
me! 822844, to save me a (another!!) job

Cheers for now
Alex SpryGSL Whimple Scout Group.

darren peek ?
plastering contractor

Ellicombe House
Cutteridge Lane LT
Whitestone, Exeter EX4 2HE

Tel: 07896 530640

Fax: 01392 811604

plastering and rendering,
dry-lining, coving,

cob and lime specialist,
\ floor-screeds,

i% dampproofing

Email: jorewer?410@hotmail co.uk

{not VAT registered)
Please contact me for all

your carpentry and joinery
needs, i.e. doors, windows

and furniture, | will be % .

pfeasgd o e ou e % mobile 07786514172

quotation. g tel 01404 41211
|
g darrenpeek2@aol.com
/|
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Another Bit From the Belfry

The ringers arranged an evening in the tower to showcase aspects of Bellringing ft
Whi mpl eds Venture Scouts. There are a8
alone today that combine for the bellringer. One of the things that interested them
was the discovery of how old the bells were, so lovers of history took a deep breatt
reading that our oldest bell, the 5 was cast in 1400 at a foundry in Exeter. How dc
you begin to appreciate how old that is? And how do you begin to recognise the
heritage within the village? Somehow hearing the bells does not convey that age s
much as seeing and touching them does and all the scouts went up to the belfry tc
see for themselves. So it occurred to me to set the bells in the context of what wa:
happening at the time.

What did 1400 look like when the 5th bell in the ring was cast? Well to start with
Henry IV was on the throne. He quells an attempt to restore Richard Il and execute:
Ri charddés noble supporters. Owain GI
followers and begins attacking England. In December that year Manual |
Palaiologos becomes the only Byzantine Emperor to ever visit England. Shortly aft
that, the De Heretico Comburendo Act made a heretic of anyone owning an English
translation of the bible.

The previous year, John of Gaunt died and 23rd ApriSt Georges Day in England

is celebrated as a holiday for the first time. Throughout the early 1400s one Richar
Whittington was in his first term as Lord Mayor of London, and soon also of Calais
(How would that sit today, if Boris was mayor of London and Calais?!)

Meanwhile in Exeter, a carrier business existed to take woollen cloth from the
Westcountry to London, such was its dominance in the market that cloth in bulk
was valuable and weighty enough to stand the cost of carriage by road to London
Otherwise carriage was of small, high value items and money. Dartington Hall hac
just been completed with the latest in roof designthe hammerbeam. Exeter had a
renowned school of master carpenters whose work is evident in the Deanery roof,
c1420, and the floor substructure, c1400. Even then, trade between Exeter anc
Gascony and Portugal flourished; cloth and fish going out, wine coming in.

Luckily the ringers are not quite as old as the bells, but we could do with some
youngsters to take the tradition into the future.

Roger Algate Tower Captain.
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