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The Jays 

 
 
 
 
 

   `  
 
 
 

 
 The Square, Whimple. EX5 2SL 

 

Jan and John offer a friendly and relaxed stay 
at the Jays. 

Close to Exeter Airport for which transfers 
are available 

Colour TV in all bedrooms 
Guest Lounge with tea/coffee. 

Several local Pubs and Restaurants 
within easy reach -(pick up service) 

Bed and full Breakfast menu: 
No smoking. 

Phone: 01404-823614 
e-mail:jaydiscombe@supanet.com  

 

BRICKWORK&MASONRY 
New build-extend-refurbishment-renovate 

alteration-barns-hardlandscape-repairs 
 

 

3 The Signals 
Talaton Road 
Whimple 
Exeter 
EX5 2QL 

Telephone Mark on 

 822913 or 

07817097721 
Email ð mproberts@live.co.uk 

Your friendly, reliable local tradesman 

No job too small.  

City and Guilds 

Qualified 

www.guardiansecuritysw.co.uk   www.smartaccessltd.co.uk 
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MUSIC DATES 
Wood Pryers - Friday 24th June from 9.00pm  

Carnaby Street - Friday 8th July 9.00pm  

Castletown - Saturday 9th July 4.00pm  

Stiletto - Friday 29th July 9.00pm  
 

 

 

The Thirsty Farmer  
 

WHIMPLE, EXETER,  DEVON,  EX5 2QQ 

Telephone: 01404 822287  

www.thirstyfarmer.co.uk  

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY OTHER 

SUNDAY   

Starts at 8.30pm  

EVERYONE WELCOME! 

TRADITIONAL HOSPITALITY AT ITS BEST 
ñññ 

Varied A La Carte Menu  

changed daily  

alongside traditional  

ôFarmers Favouritesõ 
ññña  

ÒGreat Selection of fine Wines Ò 

ñññ 

Open all day Friday, Saturday & Sunday  
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OôDELL PLUMBING & HEATING 
Honeysuckle Barn, Strete, Whimple, EX5 2PL  

07974818833 and 01404 822697  
FOR ALL TYPES OF GAS AND OIL HEATING INSTALLATIONS. 

BOILER SERVICE, REPAIR & BREAKDOWNS. 

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS. 

UNVENTED HOT WATER SYSTEMS. 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING. 

 

4094 

DustAway Ltd. 
 

All Work and no play,  
We are here to help  

 

Friendly Efficient Cleaning Service 
 

Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly  
or One-off Cleans. 

 

Moving house, holiday lets, 
End of tenancy cleans, spring clean.  

We also offer an Ironing service 
Fully insured ς all materials supplied 

 

Please call 
01392 427776 (office) 
or 07879 427333 (iris) 

 

www.dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
info@dustaway-cleaning.co.uk 
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Whatõs On In Whimple 

 

 
 

June    
11th  Whimple Church Fete 2.30pm ð details page 16 & 17 
14th  WI Monthly Meeting Victory Hall ð speaker Julia Green ôSing away stressõ 
18th  VPA trip to Hestercombe ð details page 48 
25th  SoupõnõSarnie Victory Hall 12.00noon ð 1.30pm 
25th  Whimple Primary School Summer Fayre 1.30pm - 4.00pm ð details page 19 
25th  Pantomime Dame Racing with the Whimpletons ð details page 36 & 37 
25th  Summer Party/Barn dance Woodhayes Farm ðdetails page 29 
  

July  
  

2nd  Masqerade Ball ðdetails page 11 
3-10th Whimple Village Week ð details pages 30 to 33  
5th  Treasure Hunt starting at the Heritage Centre 5.30pm 
6th  Afternoon Tea 2.00pm at the Heritage Centre 
6th  Village Week Quiz with the Whimpletons 
9th  Village Day in the Parish Field 
12th  WI Monthly Meeting Victory Hall -Short verbal holiday snapshots presented 

 by members 
16th  An Afternoon Assortment, St Maryõs Church ð details page 12 
29th  Village Walk from the Heritage Centre at 6.15pm...please book with Roger 

 Smith on 822244 
30th  SoupõnõSarnie Summer Special ð Victory Hall ð 12.00noon -1.30pm 
  

August  
  

5th  Village Walk from the Heritage Centre at 6.15pm...please book with Roger 
 Smith on 822244 

13th  VPA Annual Flower Show ð Victory Hall ð details page 48 
20th  Whimple Dog Racing 3.00pm start, at field near Cricket Club 
  

September  
  

10th`   Whimple Cricket Club ð band Night ôJoey The Lipsõ ð details to follow 
14th  Cream tea at the Heritage Centre 2.00pm 
24th  SoupõnõSarnie Victory Hall 12.00noon ð 1.30pm 
30th  VPA Illustrated Talk ð Victory Hall 7.30pm ð Devon Gardens Trust ðdetails 

 page 48 

 

If your Association has an event which you would like listed in õWhatõs on...õ 
please contact Ed Hitchcock on 823194 or e-mail edhitch@btinternet.com. 
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Ed the Ed 
 

And suddenly we are putting together the June/July edition of your Whimple 
News..we hope that you enjoy it!  

As ever, we have many events mentioned in this edition, especially with Village 
Week coming up ð and a special vote of thanks to the Village Week Committee 
who quietly get on with organising the week during the year ð thank you! And whilst 
we are on ôThank youõsõ, we owe one to Bob Scanlan who compiled the last issue 
from a variety of  places ð Whimple, Enfield, Norfolk and France ð thanks Bob! 

Still on the topic of Village Week, you will notice that this edition includes the 
annual addition of Raffle Tickets  ð details of what to do etc., are on page 34.  

I was delighted to see that Jim Causley is at the Victory Hall on Sunday 3rd July 
(tickets from the shop) ð that should be a good night. If you want to see more of our 
very own Wassail star, then come along! The Whimpletons are also supporting 
Village Week with a quiz on 6th July, plus a repeat of the wonderful Pantomime 
Dame Racing, that hilarious cultural event that bemused many train passengers as 
they passed through our fair village last year!  

Well done to Claire and Gill for completing the Moonwalk in London in May, plus 
others in the village who also enjoyed a quiet stroll in our capital as we all snoozed 
comfortably in our beds. They raised a wonderful amount of money (see their 
article) for Breast Cancer...and whilst we are on the subject of the õBig Cõ, I am 
delighted to say that my own tests after all 33 radio therapy treatments, showed that 
I had returned to the land of the normal, and there were no traces of cancer. The 
current Mrs H and I have been celebrating non-stop ever since!! 

Compiling ôWhatõs on in Whimpleõ, I was struck with what is the magnetism of the 
25th June?...we now have four events scheduled for that day, having been joined by 
SoupõnõSarnie! And in the morning, you can pop along to the church coffee morning 
and discuss the church Statement of Needs document (see pages 26 and 27). This 
could also be the long awaited opportunity for the WI Topless Marching Band to 
display their skills that they have been warmly honing over the winter, clad in vest 
and woolly hats...now thereõs an image...... 

Jan Begent has written a short piece thanking the good people of Whimple for all 
their help during Georgeõs three year battle, which he sadly lost recently ð our 
thoughts are with Jan and the family ð George was a lovely man and was someone 
who also got involved in Whimple , the village that he and Jan loved. 

If you would like to add an article for the next (August/September) edition of the 
News, especially if it reports on an event in the village, then please either send it to 
Bob at bob.scanlan@eclipse.co.uk, or if you are a quill and parchment fan, then drop 
it into Dairy Cottage opposite the New Fountain by 11th July 2016. Thanks! 

Enjoy Village Week .....  

EdH 
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We are very pleased with the new fridges and freezers.  They are much tidier and 
easier to keep clean and hopefully much more energy efficient. 

As most of you know we are very interested in climate change and what we can do 
to help reduce our CO2 output. We are looking at more energy efficient lighting 
which will help with this but will also be one less head hazard for all you tall people. 

We buy a lot of our goods from Bookers wholesalers and not only do they offer a 
very good and competitively priced  ôown brandõ range, they also offer us the choice 
to recycle all of our cardboard and plastic film wrapping with them. 

On top of this we try hard to manage our ôperishableõ stock levels so we throw away 
very little produce, trying where possible to use up things so very little goes into 
composting.  

The little plastic and paper we have is taken to the recycling centre, so we are trying. 

We invite you all to help minimise your COń input by having fruit and veg available 
to buy in whatever quantity you need, to avoid overbuying and heavily packaged 
produce.  We try to buy local seasonal veg where possible as this is usually excellent 
quality at a great price. At this moment in time our purple sprouting, from 
Thorverton, is Ã3.45 a kg compared to local supermarkets charging Ã2.00 for only 
200g i.e. Ã10.00 a kg. This is a prime example of local produce that is delicious, not 
over-packaged and excellent value for money. 

As well as asking you to bring your own shopping bag (we rarely have recycled ones 
to pass on) we also invite you to reuse your egg boxes by buying our free range tray 
eggs. It is better for you to reuse your own boxes as this is more hygienic. If you 
have a surplus of egg boxes they can be recycled at the recycling centres at Pinhoe 
and The Bowd or they make excellent firelighters.    

We are hoping to improve the shop further by installing a new kitchen area and 
replacing the damaged woodwork around the front of the shop. We hope this does 
not cause too much inconvenience. 

Post Office 

We have just celebrated our first birthday as a Post Office and we are certainly kept 
busy by all that this side of the business entails. We feel as though we are still 
learning so please bear with us if you have a request that we havenõt encountered 
before. We have a help manual and a help line we can phone so we can work out 
most things, but it may take us a little time. We also have the odd occasion where 
the computer system will be down. Usually they undertake maintenance works on a 
Sunday morning but there is the occasional breakdown that is out of our control. 

Many people ask about banking and we can take cheques and cash 
deposits for most high street banks if you have a paying in slip.   
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Paying in slips can be found in the back of cheque books or you can order them 
from most banks. We keep a stock of envelopes to pay cheques in but you should 
be able to get some of these also from your bank. 

Just a reminder that the Post Office is open the same time as the shop. That is 
Monday to Friday 7.30am to 6.00pm, Saturday 8.00am to 1.00pm and Sunday 
9.00am to 1.00pm. 

The only exception will be on Bank Holidays and days that the shop is only open for 
a couple of hours as agreed with the Post Office. The time needed for setting up and 
completing the end of day reports makes it unviable. 

Mark and Jenny 822316 

 

Sheepwatch UK  
How to reduce the number of dog attacks on sheep 

Over 600 sheep - most of them pregnant - were killed by dogs in the first 12 
weeks of 2016. 

 Sheepwatch UK is a new initiative, recently featured on BBC Countryfile, which 
is trying to help people work together to reduce the number of attacks on sheep 
and to support responsible dog ownership.  

Dog attacks on sheep seem to be increasing: a situation that affects rural 
businesses, animal welfare, community relations, access to the countryside, food 
prices and much more.  The problem can be addressed by bringing people 
together and using education and awareness to gradually change behaviours.  

Sheepwatch UK is trying to encourage all farmers to report incidents to its 
website so that there is a better picture of the scale, nature and costs of the 
problem.  The campaign offers ideas and advice to farmers and a ôToolkitõ for 
local communities.  

A national conference (free of charge) is being arranged for Friday 3rd June with 
full details via the SheepWatch UK website. http://www.terena.co.uk/
sheepwatch-uk.html. Why not join in and help make a difference? 

There will be no ôquick fixõ to this issue but, hopefully, if lots of communities take 
an interest and help to raise awareness then changes should be seen over the 
years ahead é please help by raising awareness in your area.   

Doug Jones and Terena Plowright, SheepWatch UK   
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.  

  

Enjoy fresh home - made soups 
and delicious hot bacon  

 or sausage sandwiches  

cooked and served by your 
friendly SoupõnõSarnie Team 

Whimple Victory Hall  

Join us for lunch   

on Saturday  25th June  

and Summer Special Saturday 30th July  
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Longfield Cattery 

 

heated single and double chalets  

personal care and attention  

 

(now also looking after small animals ) 

01404 822275 

stephen@longfieldcattery.co.uk 

www.longfieldcattery.co.uk 
Longfield ~ Church Road ~ Whimple ~ Exeter ~ EX5 2TF  

Front Row Club News 
 

The Front Row Club 2015/6 season draws to a close on June 4th. This has been a 
good year for the club, which is enjoying record attendances. We now invite new 
memberships and renewals for the new season starting in September. We are 
planning a very special James Bond evening for Saturday 9th July (Village Day) - 
watch out for posters around the village. This will be a ticketed event including 
prosecco, nibbles, music and a 'roulette raffle' but any new or renewing members 
can reserve attendance for FREE.  

Annual membership costs Ã20.00. Newcomers are very welcome and may join on a 
temporary basis for a fee of Ã4.50, which provides membership for one calendar 
month. 

Membership entitles you to free entry on club nights and discounted tickets to 
events that involve payment to performers or which incur additional costs (for 
example, opera screenings). 

You can ôupgradeõ from temporary membership to annual membership at any club 
meeting or by contacting Richard Davies at any club night or via email at 
rldavies0@gmail.com 

Membership fees can be paid via cheque or cash and posted (or dropped in 
mailbox) to Richard Davies, Sandfords (the big house opposite the school). You can 
also pay on line  - details on our website (www.frontrowclub.wordpress.com). 

We look forward to seeing you soon.      Rob Davis 
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It was apparent in the weeks leading up to this 
yearõs litter pick on the 23rd April that 
Whimple was already a very tidy village. I 
feared there wouldnõt be enough litter to pick 
up ð and do you know what ð I was sort of 
right. 

When the annual Litter Pick day started in 
2007, loads of people turned out and HEAPS 
of litter (and other unmentionables) piled up 
in The Square. Thanks to secret litter picking 
elves and those who dispose of litter in the 
proper manner, we are now a TIDY VILLAGE. 
However, thanks must go to the stalwarts who 
turned out this year. Special thanks to Alison 
Betts and Jenny Jones who walked the length 
of Church Road collecting rubbish which must 
be thrown out of car windows!!!  Well done 
dog owners too and those who tend the now 
lovely ôWelcome to Whimpleõ signs. Photos of 
previous litter picks and tidy ups.       
Sue Ayres 

 

Village Litter Pick and Tidy Up 
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WHIMPLE CHURCH GARDEN FETE 

Saturday, 11th June 2016 at 2.30 pm 
Venue: Ferndale, Hindstrete, Church Road, Whimple 

It is the Queenõs Official 90th Birthday on Saturday, 11th June 2016 and 
coincidentally we are holding the Whimple Church Garden Fete on the same day. 
Gates open at 2.30 pm. The Ottery St Mary Silver Band (Brass Class) and the 
Whimple School Choir will be entertaining our guests.  

We will have a Grand Draw and a range of stalls including plants, toiletries, cakes, 
chocolate, tombola, books, bottles, toys, bric-a-brac, crafts and produce, face 
painting, crockery bashing and other amusements for all the family. Delicious cream 
teas, ice creams and other refreshments will be served and there will also be a 
Pimmõs bar. We have a number of new games this year. If you feel you would like to 
make donations for any of the Stalls we would be most grateful. 

To celebrate the Royal occasion there is an opportunity for everyone to arrive in 
fancy dress. The outfits should be of a ôRoyalõ theme, and judging will be for an age 
range of 0 ð 5 years, 6 ð 11 years and 12 years and above. The competition is open 
to adults as well! 

There will be lots to win and enjoy in a relaxing atmosphere and we hope you will 
join in the fun, and at the same time help us raise funds for St Maryõs Church in 
Whimple. Car parking will be available in the field opposite the venue. Come and 
join us on this very special day!         Mike and Tamara Snell, 822565 
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Councillorõs Report 
 

A year ago I was reporting the outcome of local elections and my election as your 
District Councillor. Just a year later and many of the concerns I voiced at the time 
were justified. Cranbrook continues to expand, the future of planning in the 
countryside is of some concern but our own Neighbourhood Plan is moving 
forward. Whilst the government moves goalposts and guidance changes on a 
weekly basis, EDDC is moving to ensure that East Devon remains a great place to 
live. I am pleased that I have been asked to Chair the policy ôOverviewõ committee 
and also to sit as Vice-Chairman of the newly formed ôStrategic Planningõ committee. 
I will do all I can to protect the future of our communities. 

In the village, concerns have been raised about traffic and parking in the Square and 
nearby. I am trying to put together a meeting with DCC/EDDC/Police and others 
(including conservation officers and residents) to see if anything can be done. In any 
event I will ask all of you to to come to reach an agreement. This is not the first time 
this subject has been raised but traffic is not getting any lighter and I hope the 
Neighbourhood Plan team will also discuss the issue in the future. 

In Devon County my work with the Foster Panel continues. New policies regarding 
adoption services have been laid down to reduce the time that children (and their 
new parents) have to wait for the process to catch up. The County has been praised 
for many aspects of our care systems but we are all too often embroiled in the 
aftermath of serious failings of care for the elderly which are not of the Countyõs 
making. 

Elsewhere the principal concern relates to highways. Parts of Church Road are to be 
resurfaced (again) and the impact of Road Wardens on lanes and streets is eagerly 
awaited. The government have released funding to help but, as always, it is never 
enough. 

Not all is doom and gloom however. The County Show proved once again that our 
county and its people are of the very best and Exeter Chiefs have given many of us 
cause to reach for the pastilles to hopefully ease the hoarse throats before all who 
can make the journey to Twickenham. 

My best wishes to you all. 

Peter 823450  

peter.bowden@devon.gov.uk  

pbowden@eastdevon.gov.uk 
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Your Friendly local 

Bed and Breakfast 

David and Diane Brown 
Holway Barton 

Whimple  
Exeter 

Telephone: (01404 822477) 

 

Visiting Practice  

 

Day and evening  

Appointments by arrangement  

Registered Member of the British 
Chiropody and Podiatry Association 

3,Railway Cottages  

Whimple  

Exeter  

 

01404 822372  

Call Barry on 01297 22434  

or email  

barryseaforth@gmail.com  
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darren peek 

plastering contractor 
 

plastering and rendering, 

dry-lining, coving, 

cob and lime specialist, 

floor-screeds, 

damp-proofing. 

mobile 07786514172 

tel 01404 41211 

darrenpeek2@aol.com 

 

News on the Scouting front 
 

The Jumble Sale went very well with a profit of just under Ã350. 
Vodafone are ôfundmatchingõ any fundraising undertaken by 
Scout Groups in the UK during  2016, up to Ã250, so we hope to 
make this total nearer Ã600. 

On the Scouts front, I find myself currently in charge of 19/20 very keen  young 
people aged 10 to 14 who have returned from another great ôWoodlandõ camp  
over The May Day Bank Holiday weekend. 

We have some new parents, keen to help on a regular basis. This has helped  some-
what to keep my enthusiasm up, particularly now that my eldest two are  both Ex-
plorer Scouts and my youngest is not quite old enough for Cub Scouts  yet! 

Our gardener, Steve Bellamy, has had to pack up cutting the grass due to  changing 
work commitments........after a very long stint of 8/9 years...so  big, big thanks to 
Steve! 

If anyone would like to cut the scout lawn and strim the bank for us on a voluntary 
basis (fuel provided, but your own machinery preferred), please get  in touch with 
me! 822844, to save me a (another!!) job 

Cheers for now 

Alex Spry GSL Whimple Scout Group. 
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 Another Bit From the Belfry 
 

The ringers arranged an evening in the tower to showcase aspects of Bellringing for 
Whimpleõs Venture Scouts. There are a surprising number of interests which stand 
alone today that combine for the bellringer. One of the things that interested them 
was the discovery of how old the bells were, so lovers of history took a deep breath 
reading that our oldest bell, the 5 was cast in 1400 at a foundry in Exeter. How do 
you begin to appreciate how old that is? And how do you begin to recognise the 
heritage within the village? Somehow hearing the bells does not convey that age so 
much as seeing and touching them does and all the scouts went up to the belfry to 
see for themselves. So it occurred to me to set the bells in the context of what was 
happening at the time. 

What did 1400 look like when the 5th bell in the ring was cast? Well to start with 
Henry lV was on the throne. He quells an attempt to restore Richard ll and executes 
Richardõs noble supporters. Owain Glyndwr is proclaimed Prince of Wales by his 
followers and begins attacking England. In December that year Manual ll 
Palaiologos becomes the only Byzantine Emperor to ever visit England. Shortly after 
that, the De Heretico Comburendo Act made a heretic of anyone owning an English 
translation of the bible.  

The previous year, John of Gaunt died and 23rd April - St Georges Day in England - 
is celebrated as a holiday for the first time. Throughout the early 1400s one Richard 
Whittington was in his first term as Lord Mayor of London, and soon also of Calais. 
(How would that sit today, if Boris was mayor of London and Calais?!) 

Meanwhile in Exeter, a carrier business existed to take woollen cloth from the 
Westcountry to London, such was its dominance in the market that cloth in bulk 
was valuable and weighty enough to stand the cost of carriage by road to London. 
Otherwise carriage was of small, high value items and money. Dartington Hall had 
just been completed with the latest in roof design - the hammer-beam.  Exeter had a 
renowned school of master carpenters whose work is evident in the Deanery roof, 
c1420, and the floor substructure, c1400. Even then, trade between Exeter and 
Gascony and Portugal flourished; cloth and fish going out, wine coming in. 

Luckily the ringers are not quite as old as the bells, but we could do with some 
youngsters to take the tradition into the future. 

Roger Algate, Tower Captain. 


